
the lost history of christianity

The Lost History of Christianity: Unveiling Forgotten Stories and Ancient
Truths

the lost history of christianity is a fascinating and often overlooked
chapter in the story of one of the world's most influential religions. While
many are familiar with the broad strokes—the life of Jesus, the spread of the
faith through apostles, and its eventual establishment as a dominant
religion—there is a wealth of lesser-known narratives, texts, and traditions
that have been obscured by time, politics, and cultural shifts. Exploring
these hidden aspects not only enriches our understanding of Christianity but
also sheds light on the diverse beliefs and practices that once thrived
alongside the mainstream church.

Rediscovering the Origins: Early Christian
Diversity

When we think about early Christianity, images of uniform beliefs and
practices often come to mind. However, the lost history of Christianity
reveals a much more complex and pluralistic beginning. In the first few
centuries after Christ’s death, Christianity was not a single, monolithic
faith but rather a tapestry of communities with varied interpretations of
Jesus’ teachings.

The Many Faces of Early Christian Thought

Early Christian groups such as the Gnostics, Ebionites, and Marcionites
offered competing theological views. Gnosticism, for instance, emphasized
secret knowledge (gnosis) and a dualistic worldview that contrasted the
material and spiritual realms. These beliefs were eventually labeled
heretical by the emerging orthodox church, but they were once widespread and
influential.

The Ebionites, on the other hand, maintained strict adherence to Jewish law
and viewed Jesus primarily as a human prophet rather than a divine figure.
Marcionites proposed a radical distinction between the God of the Old
Testament and the God revealed by Jesus, challenging traditional Jewish-
Christian continuity.

Lost Texts and Manuscripts

The discovery of ancient manuscripts like the Nag Hammadi library in 1945 has
revolutionized our understanding of early Christian diversity. These texts,
written in Coptic and dating back to the 3rd and 4th centuries, include
gospels, apocryphal writings, and philosophical treatises that were excluded
from the canonical Bible. The Gospel of Thomas, for example, offers a
collection of Jesus’ sayings that differ significantly in tone and content
from the New Testament gospels.

Such findings underscore how the lost history of Christianity encompasses a



broader literary and theological heritage than commonly acknowledged. These
writings provide invaluable insights into the spiritual and intellectual
currents that shaped early Christian communities.

The Role of Women in Early Christianity

Another aspect often marginalized in traditional histories is the role of
women in the formative years of Christianity. The lost history of
Christianity reveals that women played vital roles as leaders, teachers, and
patrons within the early church.

Women as Leaders and Apostles

Scriptural references and early Christian writings suggest that figures like
Mary Magdalene, Phoebe, and Junia held positions of significant influence.
Mary Magdalene is often referred to as the “apostle to the apostles,”
indicating her pivotal role in proclaiming the resurrection. Junia is
mentioned in the New Testament as an apostle, a fact that challenges later
patriarchal interpretations.

Why Were Women’s Contributions Forgotten?

Over time, as Christianity became institutionalized, patriarchal structures
increasingly suppressed the visibility of women’s leadership. Councils and
church fathers often excluded or minimized evidence of women’s authority to
align with prevailing social norms. This erasure has left a gap in our
understanding of the early church’s social dynamics and spiritual life.

The Impact of Political Power on Christian
History

The lost history of Christianity also involves the profound ways political
power shaped the religion’s trajectory. After Emperor Constantine’s
conversion in the early 4th century, Christianity transitioned from a
persecuted sect to the official religion of the Roman Empire, dramatically
altering its development.

The Council of Nicaea and the Formation of Orthodoxy

The First Council of Nicaea in 325 AD was a watershed moment, aimed at
unifying Christian doctrine under imperial auspices. While it established
foundational creeds, it also marginalized numerous theological perspectives
and sects that had flourished earlier.

This politicization of faith meant that the “orthodox” version of
Christianity became closely tied to imperial authority, often at the expense
of theological diversity and freedom. Many groups labeled as heretics were



persecuted, and their texts destroyed or hidden, contributing to the lost
history of Christianity.

Christianity and the Suppression of Alternative
Traditions

As Christianity expanded its reach, it absorbed and sometimes suppressed
local religious customs and beliefs. The incorporation of pagan festivals
into Christian holidays, for example, reflects a complex process of cultural
adaptation and control. Simultaneously, mystical and esoteric traditions
within Christianity were sometimes condemned and driven underground, only to
resurface centuries later.

Forgotten Christian Mysticism and Esoteric
Traditions

Beyond the official doctrines and institutional structures, Christianity has
a rich history of mysticism and esoteric spirituality that often remains
hidden. These traditions emphasize personal experience of the divine, inner
transformation, and the pursuit of hidden knowledge.

Early Christian Mystics and Their Teachings

Ascetics, desert fathers, and mystics like Evagrius Ponticus contributed
deeply to Christian spirituality with teachings on contemplation, prayer, and
union with God. Their writings influenced later medieval mystics but were
often overlooked in mainstream histories focused on dogma and ecclesiastical
authority.

Esoteric Christianity and Secret Societies

Throughout the centuries, various groups have preserved and developed
esoteric Christian ideas, including alchemical symbolism, Kabbalistic
interpretations, and the notion of a hidden wisdom underlying scripture. Some
scholars argue that organizations such as the Rosicrucians and certain
strands of Freemasonry draw upon this lost history of Christianity, blending
it with other mystical traditions.

Why Does the Lost History of Christianity
Matter Today?

Understanding the lost history of Christianity is not just an academic
exercise; it has profound implications for how modern believers and scholars
approach faith and history. Recognizing the diversity and complexity of early
Christianity encourages a more nuanced and inclusive view of religious
identity.



Encouraging Dialogue and Openness

By acknowledging the variety of early Christian beliefs and practices,
contemporary Christians can foster greater dialogue between denominations and
faith traditions. This openness can also support interfaith conversations by
highlighting Christianity’s historical interactions with Judaism, paganism,
and other spiritual paths.

Lessons from Forgotten Narratives

The stories of marginalized groups, suppressed texts, and alternative
spiritualities offer valuable lessons about power, inclusion, and the human
search for meaning. They remind us that history is often written by the
victors and that rediscovering lost voices can enrich our collective
understanding.

Tips for Exploring the Lost History of Christianity

For those interested in diving deeper into this fascinating subject, here are
some ways to explore further:

Read non-canonical texts like the Nag Hammadi library or the Dead Sea
Scrolls to gain fresh perspectives.

Study the writings of early church fathers alongside those labeled
heretical to appreciate theological debates.

Explore the role of women and marginalized groups through historical and
feminist theological works.

Engage with scholarly research on Christian mysticism and esoteric
traditions.

Visit museums, libraries, or websites dedicated to ancient manuscripts
and religious history.

The lost history of Christianity remains a compelling field of study,
inviting us to look beyond familiar narratives and discover the richness and
complexity of a faith that has shaped civilizations. As new archaeological
finds and scholarly insights continue to emerge, our understanding of
Christianity’s origins and evolution will undoubtedly deepen, opening new
pathways to spiritual and historical exploration.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is meant by 'the lost history of Christianity'?

The 'lost history of Christianity' refers to lesser-known or suppressed
events, figures, texts, and interpretations within Christian history that



have been overlooked or intentionally excluded from mainstream narratives.

Why has some Christian history been 'lost' or
forgotten?

Some aspects of Christian history were lost due to political, theological, or
cultural suppression, destruction of texts, and the dominance of certain
orthodox views that marginalized alternative beliefs and practices.

What are some examples of lost Christian texts?

Examples include the Gnostic Gospels like the Gospel of Thomas, the Gospel of
Mary, and other apocryphal writings that were excluded from the canonical
Bible and largely forgotten until rediscovered in modern times.

How did early Christian diversity contribute to the
lost history?

Early Christianity was diverse with multiple sects and beliefs. Many groups
were later deemed heretical, and their writings and traditions were
suppressed or destroyed, contributing to the loss of their historical
records.

What role did the Council of Nicaea play in shaping
Christian history?

The Council of Nicaea in 325 AD was pivotal in defining orthodox Christian
doctrine and canonizing certain texts, which led to the exclusion and loss of
alternative Christian writings and beliefs.

Have any lost Christian histories been rediscovered
recently?

Yes, discoveries such as the Nag Hammadi library in 1945 unearthed many
previously lost Gnostic texts, shedding new light on early Christian thought
and diversity.

How does the lost history of Christianity affect
modern understanding of the religion?

It challenges the perception of a monolithic early Christianity and
encourages a more nuanced understanding of Christian origins, beliefs, and
practices, highlighting its complexity and diversity.

Are there modern movements influenced by the lost
history of Christianity?

Yes, some modern spiritual and theological movements draw inspiration from
Gnostic and other non-canonical Christian texts, seeking to revive or
reinterpret these lost traditions.



Where can one learn more about the lost history of
Christianity?

Books by scholars such as Bart Ehrman, Elaine Pagels, and Karen King, as well
as academic courses and documentaries on early Christianity and Gnosticism,
provide extensive information on the lost history of Christianity.

Additional Resources
The Lost History of Christianity: Unearthing Forgotten Narratives

the lost history of christianity is a realm filled with obscured narratives,
forgotten sects, and suppressed texts that challenge conventional
understanding of one of the world’s most influential religions. While
mainstream accounts often emphasize the rise of orthodox Christianity through
canonical scriptures and established ecclesiastical structures, there is a
rich tapestry of alternative voices and divergent traditions that have been
marginalized or erased over centuries. Investigating these hidden dimensions
not only broadens historical perspectives but also sheds light on the complex
evolution of Christian thought, practice, and culture.

Reassessing Early Christian Diversity

The early centuries of Christianity were marked by a remarkable diversity of
beliefs and communities. Contrary to the monolithic image often portrayed,
Christianity initially comprised a spectrum of interpretations about Jesus’
life, teachings, and the nature of divinity. The lost history of Christianity
includes numerous sects such as the Gnostics, Ebionites, and Marcionites,
each offering distinct theological frameworks that diverged significantly
from what later became orthodox doctrine.

Gnostic Christianity: Mysticism and Secret Knowledge

One of the most intriguing facets of lost Christian history is the Gnostic
movement, which flourished roughly between the 2nd and 4th centuries CE.
Gnosticism emphasized esoteric knowledge (gnosis) as the path to salvation,
often portraying the material world as a flawed creation by a lesser deity.
This worldview starkly contrasted with the developing orthodox narrative,
which affirmed the goodness of creation and the incarnation of God in Jesus
Christ.

Important sources such as the Nag Hammadi library—a collection of ancient
texts discovered in Egypt in 1945—have been pivotal in reviving interest in
Gnostic beliefs. These texts include alternative gospels, dialogues, and
apocryphal writings that reveal the theological debates and spiritual
practices marginalized by early church authorities. The suppression of
Gnostic texts and communities was part of a broader effort to consolidate
doctrinal uniformity, which shaped the official canon and church hierarchy.



The Role of Apocryphal Texts

The lost history of christianity also encompasses a vast corpus of apocryphal
literature—writings excluded from the New Testament canon. These texts, such
as the Gospel of Thomas, the Gospel of Mary Magdalene, and the Infancy Gospel
of James, provide alternative narratives about Jesus’ teachings, the role of
women, and early Christian rituals. They often highlight themes of personal
spiritual experience and challenge the centralized authority that emerged in
later centuries.

While apocryphal texts were frequently labeled heretical and hidden away,
their rediscovery has prompted scholars to reconsider the boundaries between
orthodoxy and heterodoxy. This reevaluation underscores how much of early
Christian thought was lost or deliberately omitted due to political,
theological, and cultural pressures.

Church Politics and the Shaping of Christian
Orthodoxy

The formation of orthodox Christianity cannot be separated from the political
and social dynamics of the Roman Empire and subsequent powers. The lost
history of christianity reveals how theological disputes were often
intertwined with imperial ambitions and institutional consolidation.

Councils and Condemnations

From the Council of Nicaea in 325 CE onward, church leaders convened to
define correct doctrine and to marginalize dissenting views. These councils
established creeds and canonical texts that shaped Christian identity but
simultaneously excluded alternative interpretations. The process involved not
only theological debates but also political maneuvering, as emperors and
bishops sought to unify the empire under a single religious framework.

This centralization led to the systematic destruction or suppression of texts
and communities deemed heretical. Concepts such as Arianism, which questioned
the nature of Christ’s divinity, were condemned, and adherents faced
persecution. Consequently, vast swaths of Christian expression were erased or
driven underground, contributing to the lost history that modern researchers
strive to recover.

The Impact of the Inquisition and Later Censorship

Beyond the early centuries, the lost history of christianity continued to
unfold through periods of intense censorship. The medieval Inquisition and
other ecclesiastical authorities policed religious beliefs, often violently
suppressing dissent. Manuscripts were destroyed or hidden, and alternative
spiritualities were branded as dangerous.

Even during the Reformation and Enlightenment, when religious ideas
proliferated, many voices remained marginalized. Some communities preserved
older traditions in secret, while others blended Christian teachings with



local customs, creating syncretic forms that defied official narratives.

Rediscovering Forgotten Christian Traditions

Modern scholarship and archaeological discoveries have begun to illuminate
the lost history of christianity, bringing to light the richness and
complexity of early Christian experience.

Archaeological Finds and Manuscript Discoveries

Significant archaeological discoveries, such as the Dead Sea Scrolls and the
Nag Hammadi codices, have provided invaluable insights into the religious
milieu from which Christianity emerged. These findings reveal intersections
between Judaism, early Christian thought, and various mystical traditions.

In addition, excavations of ancient churches, monasteries, and burial sites
offer clues about liturgical practices, community organization, and cultural
exchanges that have long been overlooked. These tangible remnants challenge
simplified historical narratives and emphasize Christianity’s dynamic and
multifaceted nature.

Contemporary Reappraisals and Academic Debates

The lost history of christianity has become a vibrant field of academic
inquiry, engaging theologians, historians, and anthropologists alike.
Scholars debate the extent to which early Christian diversity was tolerated,
the reasons behind the canonical selections, and the implications for modern
faith communities.

This ongoing dialogue encourages a more nuanced appreciation of
Christianity’s origins and evolution. It also raises critical questions about
authority, tradition, and the role of marginalized voices in shaping
religious identity.

Implications for Modern Christianity and
Cultural Understanding

Unearthing the lost history of christianity is not merely an academic
exercise; it carries profound implications for contemporary religious thought
and interfaith dialogue. Recognizing the plurality within Christianity’s past
invites greater openness to diverse interpretations and practices today.

Furthermore, understanding the processes of suppression and exclusion helps
contextualize ongoing debates about orthodoxy, reform, and inclusivity. It
challenges believers and scholars to reflect on how history is constructed
and whose stories are prioritized or silenced.

In a world increasingly marked by religious pluralism and cultural
complexity, revisiting Christianity’s lost history offers valuable lessons
about tolerance, resilience, and the enduring human quest for meaning.



The Lost History Of Christianity

  the lost history of christianity: The Lost History of Christianity John Philip Jenkins,
2008-10-28 In this groundbreaking book, renowned religion scholar Philip Jenkins offers a lost
history, revealing that, for centuries, Christianity's center was actually in the Middle East, Asia, and
Africa, with significant communities extending as far as China. The Lost History of Christianity
unveils a vast and forgotten network of the world's largest and most influential Christian churches
that existed to the east of the Roman Empire. These churches and their leaders ruled the Middle
East for centuries and became the chief administrators and academics in the new Muslim empire.
The author recounts the shocking history of how these churches—those that had the closest link to
Jesus and the early church—died. Jenkins takes a stand against current scholars who assert that
variant, alternative Christianities disappeared in the fourth and fifth centuries on the heels of a
newly formed hierarchy under Constantine, intent on crushing unorthodox views. In reality, Jenkins
says, the largest churches in the world were the “heretics” who lost the orthodoxy battles. These
so-called heretics were in fact the most influential Christian groups throughout Asia, and their
influence lasted an additional one thousand years beyond their supposed demise. Jenkins offers a
new lens through which to view our world today, including the current conflicts in the Middle East,
Asia, and Africa. Without this lost history, we lack an important element for understanding our
collective religious past. By understanding the forgotten catastrophe that befell Christianity, we can
appreciate the surprising new births that are occurring in our own time, once again making
Christianity a true world religion.
  the lost history of christianity: In Days of Darkness Andy Coleman, 2025-05-06 Who will stand
for Christ when darkness falls? In Days of Darkness aims to settle unsettled Christian souls. For the
first time, many believers are confronted by cultures hostile to their faith and values. Disoriented,
these believers don’t know how to respond, let alone how to help younger generations. While new to
Western audiences, believers in Iran, China, and the Arab world are no strangers to
persecution—their experiences offer rich context on which Western Christians can draw to
understand their own circumstances. This light provided by the persecuted will bless and encourage
those stumbling in a new and unfamiliar darkness. Author Andy Coleman’s own observations and
background also provide useful nuggets for Christians. His work responding to persecution and
facilitating Christian missions in difficult regions helped him recognize important patterns. By
splicing in threads of Christian history and current events, Coleman distills important concepts to
help believers regain their bearings. In Days of Darkness answers the most common questions
Coleman receives when speaking with nervous Christians. Fear often lurks beneath the surface of
these questions, and the answers cast out this fear with a little light, a dash of context, and a quick
reminder of God’s love. Ordinary Christians sense the storm brewing and darkness rolling in. This
guidebook shores up their confidence and courage and allows them to make wise, biblical
preparations. In Days of Darkness provides hope in a simple, easy-to-digest manner and, God willing,
will help individual Christians, local fellowships, and the Global Church stand.
  the lost history of christianity: A Short Introduction to the History of Christianity Tim
Dowley, 2018-06-01 Tim Dowley's masterful one-volume survey of church history is now available in
a new concise format designed with today's student in mind. Each section of Dowley's Introduction
to the History of Christianity has been reviewed and content edited to create a more compact
summary of Christian history. This new, shorter introduction retains the full-color format of the
popular full edition, including the third edition's new images and maps. Dowley has assembled a
global cast of respected scholars to write the full story of the rise of the Christian faith and to
provide a rounded picture of the worldwide development of Christianity. The volume has been
praised as accurate, scholarly, and balanced. Its writers are committed to Christianity but also to the
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unhindered pursuit of truth that does not avoid the darker aspects of the varied story of Christianity.
The accessible text is supported by detailed timelines, maps, profiles of key figures in Christianity,
colorful images, and a complete glossary. Each section includes questions for discussion.
  the lost history of christianity: A History of Christian Conversion David W. Kling, 2020 In this
first in-depth and wide-ranging history of Christian conversion, David Kling examines the dynamic of
turning to the Christian faith by individuals, families, and people groups. Global in reach and
engaging recent methods and theories in conversion studies, the narrative progresses from early
Christian beginnings in the Roman world to Christianity's expansion into Europe, the Americas,
China, India, and Africa. Although conversion is often associated with a particular strand of modern
Christianity (evangelical) and a particular type of experience (sudden, overwhelming), when
examined over two millennia, it emerges as a phenomenon far more complex than any
one-dimensional profile would suggest.
  the lost history of christianity: A Short History of Christianity beyond the West Klaus
Koschorke, 2024-11-04 Today, the majority of the world's Christian population lives in the Global
South. Knowledge of their history is therefore indispensable. This textbook offers a compact and
vivid overview of the history of Christianity in Asia, Africa and Latin America since 1450, focussing
on diversity and interdependence, local actors and global effects. Maps, illustrations and numerous
photos as well as continuous references to easily accessible source texts support the reader's own
reading and its use in various forms of academic teaching. Special bonus material including 250
photos taken by the author can be accessed here: https://doi.org/10.6084/m9.figshare.27623484.v2
  the lost history of christianity: A Survey of the History of Global Christianity, Second Edition
Mark Nickens, 2020-12-15 Since Jesus’s resurrection, Christianity has expanded across the globe
and shaped a vast array of groups and movements. A Survey of the History of Global Christianity,
Second Edition, provides an overview of the Christian faith from the apostolic age to the global
present. In a friendly and informative tone, author Mark Nickens outlines the historical context of
important developments in doctrine and practice, including: o the persecution and resilience of the
early church o the results of increasing papal power in Europe during the Middle Ages o the
Reformation and later movements that influenced European Christianity o the various sects of
American Christianity that arose in cycles of revival o an examination of Orthodoxy and the history
of Christianity in Asia, Africa, Latin America, and the West Indies. In addition to historical
information, this book features quotes and spiritual lessons from noteworthy Christians throughout
the centuries. By understanding how Christian doctrine has developed over the ages and across the
globe, readers will better understand where their own faith tradition comes from.
  the lost history of christianity: Introduction to the History of Christianity Tim Dowley,
2018-06-01 Now in its third edition, Tim Dowley's masterful one-volume survey of church history has
an updated design and new content, particularly in the section covering most recent Christian
history. The inviting full-color format includes many new images and updated maps, while
maintaining many of the features that made the second edition a popular volume for the classroom.
Dowley has assembled a global cast of respected scholars to write the full story of the rise of the
Christian faith and to provide a rounded picture of the worldwide development of Christianity. The
volume has been praised as accurate, scholarly, and balanced. Its writers are committed to
Christianity but also to the unhindered pursuit of truth that does not avoid the darker aspects of the
varied story of Christianity. The accessible text is supported by detailed timelines, maps, profiles of
key figures in Christianity, colorful images, and a complete glossary. Each section includes questions
for discussion.
  the lost history of christianity: Introducing World Christianity Charles E. Farhadian,
2012-02-20 This interdisciplinary introduction offers students a truly global overview of the
worldwide spread and impact of Christianity. It is enriched throughout by detailed historic and
ethnographic material, showing how broad themes within Christianity have been adopted and
adapted by Christian denominations within each major region of the world. Provides a
comprehensive overview of the spread and impact of world Christianity Contains studies from every



major region of the world, including Africa, Asia, Latin America, the North Atlantic, and Oceania
Brings together an international team of contributors from history, sociology, and anthropology, as
well as religious studies Examines the significant social, cultural, and political transformations in
contemporary societies brought about through the influence of Christianity Discusses Protestant,
Evangelical, Catholic, and Orthodox forms of the faith Features useful maps and illustrations
Combines broader discussions with detailed regional analysis, creating an invaluable introduction to
world Christianity
  the lost history of christianity: The Rowman & Littlefield Handbook of Christianity in
the Middle East Mitri Raheb, Mark A. Lamport, 2020-12-15 This work represents the current and
most relevant content on the studies of how Christianity has fared in the ancient home of its founder
and birth. Much has been written about Christianity and how it has survived since its migration out
of its homeland but this comprehensive reference work reassesses the geographic and demographic
impact of the dramatic changes in this perennially combustible world region. The Rowman &
Littlefield Handbook of Christianity in the Middle East also spans the historical, socio-political and
contemporary settings of the region and importantly describes the interactions that Christianity has
had with other major/minor religions in the region.
  the lost history of christianity: Atlas of Christian History Tim Dowley, 2016-11-01 A new atlas
of Christian history has been needed for many years. Now, Fortress Press is pleased to offer the
Atlas of Christian History from acclaimed author and editor Tim Dowley. The Atlas of Christian
History is built new from the ground up. Featuring more than fifty new maps, graphics, and
timelines, the atlas is a necessary companion to any study of Christian history. Concise, helpful text,
written by acknowledged authorities, guide the experience and interpret the visuals. Consciously
written for students at any level, the volume is perfect for independent students, as well as those in
structured courses. The atlas is broken into five primary parts that correspond well to most major
introductions to the topic. The final section on the modern era pays significant attention to the
growth of Christianity as a global religion. Extensive maps are provided that illuminate Christianity
in Asian, African, and Latin American contexts.
  the lost history of christianity: 100 Provocative Statements about the Lost History of
Christianity Ethan Eberding, 2013-02 In this book, we have hand-picked the most sophisticated,
unanticipated, absorbing (if not at times crackpot!), original and musing book reviews of The Lost
History of Christianity: The Thousand-Year Golden Age of the Church in the Middle East, Africa, and
Asia--and How It Died. Don't say we didn't warn you: these reviews are known to shock with their
unconventionality or intimacy. Some may be startled by their biting sincerity; others may be
spellbound by their unbridled flights of fantasy. Don't buy this book if: 1. You don't have nerves of
steel. 2. You expect to get pregnant in the next five minutes. 3. You've heard it all.
  the lost history of christianity: A Social History of Christian Origins Simon J. Joseph,
2022-12-30 A Social History of Christian Origins explores how the theme of the Jewish rejection of
Jesus – embedded in Paul’s letters and the New Testament Gospels – represents the ethnic, social,
cultural, and theological conflicts that facilitated the construction of Christian identity. Readers of
this book will gain a thorough understanding of how a central theme of early Christianity – the
Jewish rejection of Jesus – facilitated the emergence of Christian anti-Judaism as well as the complex
and multi-faceted representations of Jesus in the Gospels of the New Testament. This study
systematically analyzes the theme of social rejection in the Jesus tradition by surveying its historical
and chronological development. Employing the social-psychological study of social rejection, social
identity theory, and social memory theory, Joseph sheds new light on the inter-relationships between
myth, history, and memory in the study of Christian origins and the contemporary (re)construction of
the historical Jesus. A Social History of Christian Origins is primarily intended for academic
specialists and students in ancient history, biblical studies, New Testament studies, Religious
Studies, Classics, as well as the general reader interested in the beginnings of Christianity.
  the lost history of christianity: A History of the World's Religions David S. Noss, Blake R.
Grangaard, 2017-12-22 A History of the World's Religions bridges the interval between the founding



of religions and their present state, and gives students an accurate look at the religions of the world
by including descriptive and interpretive details from original source materials. Refined by over forty
years of dialogue and correspondence with religious experts and practitioners around the world, A
History of the World's Religions is widely regarded as the hallmark of scholarship, fairness, and
accuracy in its field. It is also the most thorough yet manageable history of world religion available
in a single volume. A History of the World’s Religions examines the following topics: Some Primal
and Bygone Religions The Religions of South Asia The Religions of East Asia The Religions of the
Middle East This fourteenth edition is fully updated throughout with new images and inset text
boxes to help guide students and instructors. Complete with figures, timelines and maps, this is an
ideal resource for anyone wanting an accessible and comprehensive introduction to the world’s
religions.
  the lost history of christianity: A Timeline of Global Christianity Brett Knowles, 2020-06-01
This timeline comprises one thousand significant dates for global Christianity. It includes events
across all inhabited continents (and also in Antarctica and outer space), emphasizing those
occurring in the non-Western world. The detailed annotations on each date are intended as
provocative ignition points to spark historical curiosity, functioning as launchpads into further
exploration in global Christianity. For example: -739: What did the finding of the Rotas-Sator
palindrome on the walls of an eighth-century Sudanese cave dwelling indicate? -1346: Who were the
mysterious Christians in the Javanese Royal Court of Majapahit? -1969: Why was the secret
communion on the Moon hushed up by NASA? -1992: Why was Paraguay the only Latin American
country to include an indigenous language as a national language? Since previous histories of
Christianity usually have a European or North American perspective, students will find this book
useful for its global coverage. It can be used in three ways. Firstly, it can be used chronologically as
a continuous global timeline. It can also be used as a sampling of Christianity in each country, or as
an index of significant figures in the history of global Christianity. Each section is cross-referenced
to the timeline, making it a valuable resource for historical study.
  the lost history of christianity: Forming Leaders for the Public Church Samuel Yonas Deressa,
Mary Sue Dreier, 2023-03-27 These challenging times demand that Christian churches and their
leaders faithfully and effectively address diverse global situations with Gospel-rooted compassion
and justice. These essays argue that public theology provides the trinitarian theological framework
which fuels wise and compassionate public participation in God's mission within the world today.
Public church leaders from the Global South and Global North join their voices to explore the global
implications of public theology within unique situational particularities. Their essays are principally
based on the public theology and theological commitments of Gary M. Simpson, Lutheran pastor and
systematic theologian. Simpson's public theology is an intersection of Lutheran theology,
post-colonial approaches to missiology, the growing field of congregational studies, and the Civil
Society turn in Critical Social Theory. Expanding on various aspects of Simpson's public theology,
these essays provide a glimpse of newly-emerging global public theology with leadership
implications for twenty-first century contexts. This book calls the church to bear today's
multi-dimensional crises with courage, mutuality and cooperation. Congregations who seek to
participate in God's mission by confronting these challenging realities will find encouragement
through the theological reflections, first-hand experiences, and innovative public leadership narrated
in these essays.
  the lost history of christianity: The T&T Clark History of Monasticism John Binns,
2019-11-14 Despite its rich history in the Latin tradition, Christian monasticism began in the east;
the wellsprings of monastic culture and spirituality can be directly sourced from the third-century
Egyptian wilderness. In this volume, John Binns creates a vivid, authoritative account that traces the
four main branches of eastern Christianity, up to and beyond the Great Schism of 1054 and the
break between the Catholic and Orthodox churches. Binns begins by exploring asceticism in the
early church and the establishment of monastic life in Egypt, led by St Anthony and Pachomius. He
chronicles the expansion, influence and later separation of the various Orthodox branches,



examining monastic traditions and histories ranging from Syria to Russia and Ethiopia to Asia Minor.
Culminating with both the persecution and the revival of monastic life, Binns concludes with an
argument for both the diversity and the shared set of practices and ideals between the Orthodox
churches, creating a resource for both cross-disciplinary specialist and students of religion, history,
and spirituality.
  the lost history of christianity: Christianity and Intellectual Inquiry Douglas Jacobsen,
Douglas Gordon Jacobsen, Rhonda Hustedt Jacobsen, 2025 Christianity and Intellectual Inquiry
examines the many ways that Christians, past and present, have tried to make sense of themselves
and the world around them, weaving together an intellectual and epistemological history of
Christianity in America. The book introduces the concept of pilgrimage as a metaphor that describes
intellectual inquiry as an open-ended search for truth that is in steady dialogue with others.
  the lost history of christianity: The Story of Christianity Jean-Pierre Isbouts, 2014 Focuses on
the rich social and cultural history of Christianity through the ages, from its roots in Palestine to its
development as a global movement.
  the lost history of christianity: The Path of Christianity John Anthony McGuckin,
2017-05-16 John McGuckin, a world-renowned expert on ancient Christianity, has synthesized a
lifetime of work to produce the most comprehensive and accessible history of the first millennium of
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interactions between religious communities.
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