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The Gettysburg Address Analysis Essay: Understanding Lincoln’s Timeless Speech

the gettysburg address analysis essay is a fascinating exploration into one of the most iconic
speeches in American history. Delivered by President Abraham Lincoln during the American Civil War
on November 19, 1863, the Gettysburg Address is much more than just a brief oration. It’s a profound
reflection on the principles of democracy, the meaning of sacrifice, and the enduring hope for a
unified nation. In this article, we will dive deep into the speech’s content, context, rhetorical
strategies, and its lasting significance, offering insights that can enhance any essay focused on
analyzing this historic address.

Contextualizing the Gettysburg Address

Understanding the historical and political atmosphere surrounding the Gettysburg Address is crucial
to grasping its full impact. The speech was delivered at the dedication ceremony of the Soldiers’
National Cemetery in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, just months after one of the bloodiest battles of the
Civil War.

The Battle of Gettysburg and Its Aftermath

The Battle of Gettysburg was a turning point in the Civil War, resulting in massive casualties on both
sides. This battle symbolized the brutal cost of the conflict and the profound struggle over the future
of the United States. Lincoln’s address came as a way to honor the fallen soldiers and to reaffirm the
nation’s commitment to the ideals upon which it was founded.

Lincoln’s Intentions Behind the Speech

At just about 272 words, the Gettysburg Address is remarkably concise, yet dense with meaning.
Lincoln’s goal was not only to dedicate a cemetery but to redefine the war’s purpose. He reminded
the listeners that the United States was “conceived in Liberty” and dedicated to the proposition that
“all men are created equal.” This reframing was a call to continue fighting so that “government of the
people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish from the earth.”

Analyzing the Structure and Language of the
Gettysburg Address

A key element in any successful Gettysburg Address analysis essay is examining how Lincoln
structured his speech and the language devices he employed to convey such powerful messages in so
few words.



The Four-Part Structure

The speech can be broken down into four distinct parts:

. **The Introduction:** Lincoln begins by recalling the nation’s founding principles.

. **The Present Purpose:** He acknowledges the ongoing war and the dedication of the cemetery.
. **The Honor to the Fallen:** Lincoln pays homage to those who sacrificed their lives.

. **The Call to Action:** He urges the living to dedicate themselves to the unfinished work of the
soldiers.
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This structure allows Lincoln to move from the past, through the present, and into a hopeful future,
creating a narrative arc that resonates deeply with audiences.

Use of Rhetorical Devices

Lincoln’s mastery of rhetoric shines through in his use of devices such as:

- *Anaphora:** The repetition of “we cannot” emphasizes the limitations of words alone in honoring
the dead.

- **Parallelism:** Phrases like “government of the people, by the people, for the people” create
rhythm and reinforce democratic ideals.

- **Allusion:** References to the Declaration of Independence invoke shared values and historical
continuity.

- ¥*Conciseness:** The brevity of the speech itself underlines the gravity of the moment and the
weight of the message.

These rhetorical choices make the speech memorable and emotionally powerful, providing rich
material for any analysis essay.

Thematic Elements in the Gettysburg Address

Exploring the central themes of Lincoln’s speech is essential to understanding why it remains relevant
and revered.

Equality and Liberty

Lincoln reaffirms that the nation was founded on the principle that “all men are created equal.” This
theme is critical because the Civil War was fundamentally about whether a nation dedicated to such
equality could endure. The address elevates this ideal as the cause worth fighting for.

National Unity and Democracy



Another important theme is the survival of the democratic experiment. Lincoln’s appeal to “a
government of the people, by the people, for the people” underscores the importance of preserving
the union not merely as a political entity but as a living embodiment of democracy.

Sacrifice and Dedication

The speech honors the soldiers who gave their lives, suggesting that their sacrifice should inspire the
living to continue the struggle for the nation’s principles. This theme connects the past sacrifice to a
hopeful future, making the speech a call to collective responsibility.

Tips for Writing a Gettysburg Address Analysis Essay

If you are tasked with writing a gettysburg address analysis essay, here are some practical tips to
make your work stand out:

o Start with historical context: Briefly explain the Civil War and the Battle of Gettysburg to set
the stage for your analysis.

e Focus on rhetorical strategies: Identify and analyze Lincoln’s use of rhetorical devices and
how they contribute to the speech’s effectiveness.

* Discuss the speech’s themes: Highlight the core messages of equality, democracy, and
sacrifice, explaining their significance.

» Use quotations wisely: Incorporate key excerpts from the speech to support your points
while ensuring you analyze their meaning.

e Connect to modern relevance: Reflect on why the Gettysburg Address continues to inspire
and what lessons can be drawn today.

Why the Gettysburg Address Still Matters Today

More than 150 years after it was delivered, the Gettysburg Address remains a cornerstone of
American political philosophy. Its brevity and eloquence continue to inspire leaders, educators, and
citizens alike. The speech’s emphasis on equality and democracy resonates in contemporary
discussions about civil rights and national identity.

By delving into the Gettysburg Address in an analysis essay, readers gain not only a better
understanding of a historical moment but also a deeper appreciation for the enduring principles that
shape a nation. Exploring its language, themes, and context reveals why Lincoln’s words have
become a symbol of hope and resilience.



Engaging with this speech allows us to reflect on the sacrifices made for freedom and the ongoing
commitment necessary to uphold democratic values. The Gettysburg Address challenges us to
consider our role in ensuring that “government of the people, by the people, for the people” truly
thrives.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in a Gettysburg Address
analysis essay?

A Gettysburg Address analysis essay typically explores themes such as national unity, sacrifice,
equality, democracy, and the purpose of the Civil War.

How does an analysis essay interpret Lincoln's use of
rhetorical devices in the Gettysburg Address?

An analysis essay examines Lincoln's use of rhetorical devices like repetition, parallelism, and allusion
to emphasize his message, evoke emotion, and persuade the audience about the importance of
honoring fallen soldiers and continuing the fight for freedom.

Why is the Gettysburg Address considered a significant
speech in American history for essay analysis?

The Gettysburg Address is significant because it redefined the Civil War as a struggle not just for the
Union, but for the principle of human equality, making it a key text for understanding American values
and identity, which is a central focus in analysis essays.

What structure is recommended for writing a Gettysburg
Address analysis essay?

A recommended structure includes an introduction with context and thesis, body paragraphs
analyzing themes, rhetorical strategies, and historical significance, and a conclusion summarizing
insights and the speech's lasting impact.

How can historical context enhance the analysis of the
Gettysburg Address in an essay?

Incorporating historical context helps explain why Lincoln delivered the speech, the state of the
nation during the Civil War, and how the address aimed to inspire a weary nation, thereby deepening
the understanding of its meaning and significance in an essay.



Additional Resources
The Gettysburg Address Analysis Essay: A Deep Dive into Lincoln’s Enduring Legacy

the gettysburg address analysis essay offers a compelling exploration of one of the most iconic
speeches in American history. Delivered by President Abraham Lincoln during the American Civil War,
this brief yet powerful oration has been the subject of extensive scholarly examination and public
reverence. Analyzing the Gettysburg Address reveals not only its rhetorical mastery but also its
profound impact on national identity, democratic ideals, and collective memory.

In-Depth Analysis of the Gettysburg Address

The Gettysburg Address, delivered on November 19, 1863, at the dedication of the Soldiers’ National
Cemetery in Pennsylvania, is a concise speech comprising just 272 words. Yet within this brevity lies a
dense concentration of historical significance and rhetorical craftsmanship. A key focus of any
Gettysburg Address analysis essay is the speech’s ability to reaffirm the principles of liberty and
equality during a tumultuous period in U.S. history.

Lincoln’s address redefined the Civil War as not merely a struggle for the Union’s preservation but as
a profound fight for the principle that “all men are created equal.” This reframing was crucial in
rallying public support and redefining national purpose. The speech’s opening words, “Four score and
seven years ago,” invoke the Declaration of Independence, linking the Union cause directly to the
foundational ideals of the nation.

Rhetorical Devices and Structure

A significant element of the Gettysburg Address analysis essay revolves around Lincoln’s masterful
use of rhetorical techniques. The speech’s structure is elegant and tightly woven, employing
parallelism, repetition, and antithesis to emphasize its core messages.

- **Parallelism**; Lincoln’s repetition of phrases such as “we cannot dedicate—we cannot
consecrate—we cannot hallow this ground” powerfully underscores the sanctity of the battlefield,
suggesting that the soldiers’ sacrifices have already done more than any words could.

- ¥*Antithesis**: The contrast between “government of the people, by the people, for the people”
encapsulates democratic ideals in a memorable triad, appealing to the audience’s sense of civic duty.
- **Allusion**; Referencing the Declaration of Independence situates the speech within a broader
historical narrative, lending it gravitas and legitimacy.

These features contribute to the speech's enduring memorability and impact, making it a prime
subject for rhetorical analysis and educational study.

Historical Context and Its Influence

Understanding the Gettysburg Address requires situating it within its historical context. The Battle of
Gettysburg was one of the bloodiest in the Civil War and marked a turning point in the conflict. The



dedication of the cemetery was not just a commemorative event but a symbolic moment to
reinvigorate the Union cause.

An effective Gettysburg Address analysis essay often emphasizes how Lincoln’s speech sought to heal
a divided nation. By honoring the fallen while urging the living to continue their struggle for freedom
and unity, Lincoln aimed to transform grief into resolve. The speech also subtly addresses the war’s
cost and the necessity of perseverance, reinforcing the moral imperative to see the conflict through to
a just conclusion.

Key Themes Explored in the Gettysburg Address

The speech’s thematic richness invites multifaceted analysis. Several themes stand out as particularly
significant:

The Principle of Equality

At its core, the Gettysburg Address reasserts the ideal that all men are created equal—a radical
notion in the Civil War era. This theme is pivotal not only for its historical relevance but also as a
statement of national identity. Lincoln’s invocation of equality serves as both a reminder and a call to
action for a nation grappling with slavery and division.

Democracy and National Purpose

The speech famously concludes with a reaffirmation of democracy as a government “of the people, by
the people, for the people.” This phrase has become synonymous with American democratic ideals.
The Gettysburg Address analysis essay often highlights how Lincoln’s words reinforced the legitimacy
and necessity of a government accountable to its citizens amid civil strife.

Sacrifice and Remembrance

Lincoln’s recognition of the soldiers’ sacrifice is central to the speech’s emotional power. By stating
that the living must “dedicate ourselves to the unfinished work” of those who died, the address
transforms individual loss into collective responsibility. This theme resonates deeply and has shaped
how Americans memorialize war and valor.

Comparative Perspectives: Gettysburg Address vs.
Other Historical Speeches

Placing the Gettysburg Address alongside other notable speeches enhances understanding of its
unique qualities. For instance, when compared to the Emancipation Proclamation or FDR’s Four



Freedoms speech, Lincoln’s address stands out for its brevity and poetic density.

While the Emancipation Proclamation was a legal document with immediate policy implications, the
Gettysburg Address distilled complex ideals into a succinct, emotionally resonant message. Its
conciseness contrasts with the lengthier speeches of other leaders, demonstrating that impactful
communication does not require verbosity.

Pros and Cons of Lincoln’s Approach

e Pros: The speech’s brevity ensured wide dissemination and memorability. Its poetic style made
it accessible and inspiring, helping to unify a fractured nation.

e Cons: Some contemporaries criticized the address for its minimal reference to slavery
explicitly, which some argue limited its immediate political impact.

Despite any criticisms, the Gettysburg Address’s influence on American political culture and rhetoric
remains unparalleled.

Relevance of the Gettysbhurg Address in Modern
Discourse

More than 150 years after its delivery, the Gettysburg Address continues to be a focal point for
educators, historians, and political leaders. Its themes of equality, sacrifice, and democratic
governance remain pertinent in contemporary discussions about civil rights, national unity, and public
service.

In recent years, the speech has been invoked in debates over social justice, patriotism, and the role of
government. Its enduring legacy lies in its ability to inspire reflection on the values that define the
United States.

The Gettysburg Address analysis essay thus not only dissects historical and rhetorical elements but
also bridges past and present, illustrating how Lincoln’s words transcend time to shape ongoing
narratives about freedom and democracy.

The exploration of the Gettysburg Address reveals a masterful blend of historical context, rhetorical

artistry, and thematic depth. This speech’s enduring significance is a testament to its author’s vision
and the power of carefully chosen words to influence a nation’s trajectory.

The Gettysburg Address Analysis Essay
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Carolyn R. Miller, Amy ]. Devitt, 2024-11-01 Landmark Essays on Rhetorical Genre Studies gathers
major works that have contributed to the recent rhetorical reconceptualization of genre. A lively and
complex field developed over the past 30 years, Rhetorical Genre Studies is central to many current
research and teaching agendas. This collection, which is organized both thematically and
chronologically, explores genre research across a range of disciplinary interests but with a specific
focus on rhetoric and composition. With introductions by the co-editors to frame and extend each
section, this volume helps readers understand and contextualize both the foundations of the field
and the central themes and insights that have emerged. It will be of particular interest to students
and scholars working on topics related to composition, rhetoric, professional and technical writing,
and applied linguistics.

the gettysburg address analysis essay: Landmark Essays on American Public Address
Martin J. Medhurst, 2020-08-26 This volume traces the historical evolution of American academic
thought concerning public address -- what it is, how it ought to be studied, and what can be learned
by engaging rhetorical texts in an analytical fashion. To begin, one must distinguish among three
separate but interrelated uses of the term public address -- as practice, theory, and criticism. The
essays in this volume represent landmarks in the literal sense of that term -- they are marks on the
intellectual landscape that indicate where scholars and ideas have passed, and in that passing left a
mark for future generations. It is appropriate to revisit the landmarks that have set public address
off as a field of study and it allows readers to remember the struggles that have led to the current
situation. Most of the authors of the following chapters are deceased, but their ideas live on --
transformed, adapted, modified, rejected, and reborn. The scholarly dialectic continues. What
constitutes a study in public address, how best to approach rhetorical texts, which analytical tools
are required for the job, how best to balance text with context and what role ought theory to play in
the conduct or outcome of critical inquiry -- these questions live on. To answer them at all is to
engender debate and that is how it should be if the intellectual vitality of public address is to be
maintained. The papers are a prolegomenon to such studies, for they mark where scholars have been
and point the way to where they still must go.

the gettysburg address analysis essay: Abraham Lincoln’s "Gettysburg Address": The
Rhetoric of American Civil Religion Katharina E. Thomas, 2011-06-03 Seminar paper from the year
2009 in the subject Rhetoric / Elocution / Oratory, grade: 1,3, The University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill, course: Allgemeine Rhetorik, language: English, abstract: Abraham Lincoln’s
Gettysburg Address has played a powerful role in shaping American public discourse over the
centuries. It has become one of the central documents in the evolution of American civil religion -
imbued with religious and biblical language and imagery, backed by the ethos of its orator, its
rhetoric sanctifies the founding documents and itself becomes part of the canon of “holy writ” of
American civil religion. This is all the more remarkable considering the fact that Lincoln was
originally only supposed to deliver a few appropriate remarks at the dedication of the Gettysburg
battlefield as a cemetery for the fallen soldiers. The main speaker, Edward Everett, had already
given a long speech when Lincoln’s turn came. The situation which thus presented itself to the
orator posed a considerable challenge, as the audience was already weary. It is therefore all the
more fascinating to see how Lincoln succeeded in his short, dense speech - which did not even give
the photographer sufficient time to take his picture - in molding American identity by fusing
“organic union with transcendent purpose by utilizing the religious symbolism of the Christian
tradition” (White 97). This paper will examine how the Gettysburg Address came to be one of the
central documents of American civil religion, which had a significant influence on all future public
discourse.First, it will provide a brief discussion of Abraham Lincoln as an orator. This aspect is
important insofar as it is necessary to determine what role his personal ethos played in the
Gettysburg Address. The main part will offer a close reading of the Gettysburg Address, focusing on
an in-depth analysis of the rhetorical strategies and stylistic devices Lincoln employs. This part is
concerned especially with the question of how these strategies contribute to the enduring
significance of the Gettysburg Address as a central document of American civil religion.



the gettysburg address analysis essay: The Handbook of Rhetoric and Public Address
Shawn J. Parry-Giles, J. Michael Hogan, 2010-03-25 The Handbook of Rhetoric and Public Address is
a state-of-the-art companion to the field that showcases both the historical traditions and the future
possibilities for public address scholarship in the twenty-first century. Focuses on public address as
both a subject matter and a critical perspective Mindful of the connections between the study of
public address and the history of ideas Provides an historical overview of public address research
and pedagogy, as well as a reassessment of contemporary public address scholarship by those most
engaged in its practice Includes in-depth discussions of basic issues and controversies public
address scholarship Explores the relationship between the study of public address and contemporary
issues of civic engagement and democratic citizenship Reflects the diversity of views among public
address scholars, advancing on-going discussions and debates over the goals and character of
rhetorical scholarship

the gettysburg address analysis essay: How to Analyze the Works of Abraham Lincoln
Laurie Lanzen Harris, 2013-01-01 Presents critiques of four of Abraham Lincoln's addresses and
guides readers through the process of analyzing them from different critical angles, including
historical, political, and religious viewpoints.

the gettysburg address analysis essay: Abraham Lincoln's Gettysburg Address Katharina E.
Thomas, 2011-06 Seminar paper from the year 2009 in the subject Rhetoric / Elocution / Oratory,
grade: 1,3, The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, course: Allgemeine Rhetorik, language:
English, abstract: Abraham Lincoln's Gettysburg Address has played a powerful role in shaping
American public discourse over the centuries. It has become one of the central documents in the
evolution of American civil religion - imbued with religious and biblical language and imagery,
backed by the ethos of its orator, its rhetoric sanctifies the founding documents and itself becomes
part of the canon of holy writ of American civil religion. This is all the more remarkable considering
the fact that Lincoln was originally only supposed to deliver a few appropriate remarks at the
dedication of the Gettysburg battlefield as a cemetery for the fallen soldiers. The main speaker,
Edward Everett, had already given a long speech when Lincoln's turn came. The situation which
thus presented itself to the orator posed a considerable challenge, as the audience was already
weary. It is therefore all the more fascinating to see how Lincoln succeeded in his short, dense
speech - which did not even give the photographer sufficient time to take his picture - in molding
American identity by fusing organic union with transcendent purpose by utilizing the religious
symbolism of the Christian tradition (White 97). This paper will examine how the Gettysburg Address
came to be one of the central documents of American civil religion, which had a significant influence
on all future public discourse.First, it will provide a brief discussion of Abraham Lincoln as an orator.
This aspect is important insofar as it is necessary to determine what role his personal ethos played
in the Gettysburg Address. The main part will offer a close reading of the Gettysburg Address,
focusing on an in-depth analysis of the rhetorical strategies and stylistic devices Lincoln employs.
This part is concerned especially with the ques

the gettysburg address analysis essay: Critical Reading Across the Curriculum, Volume 1
Robert DiYanni, Anton Borst, 2017-02-08 Powerful strategies, tools, and techniques for educators
teaching students critical reading skills in the humanities. Every educator understands the
importance of teaching students how to read critically. Even the best teachers, however, find it
challenging to translate their own learned critical reading practices into explicit strategies for their
students. Critical Reading Across the Curriculum: Humanities, Volume 1 presents exceptional
insight into what educators require to facilitate critical and creative thinking skills. Written by
scholar-educators from across the humanities, each of the thirteen essays in this volume describes
strategies educators have successfully executed to develop critical reading skills in students
studying the humanities. These include ways to help students: focus actively re-read and reflect, to
re-think, and re-consider understand the close relationship between reading and writing become
cognizant of the critical importance of context in critical reading and of making contextual
connections learn to ask the right questions in critical reading and reasoning appreciate reading as



dialogue, debate, and engaged conversation In addition, teachers will find an abundance of
innovative exercises and activities encouraging students to practice their critical reading skills.
These can easily be adapted for and applied across many disciplines and course curricula in the
humanities. The lifelong benefits of strong critical reading skills are undeniable. Students with
properly developed critical reading skills are confident learners with an enriched understanding of
the world around them. They advance academically and are prepared for college success. This book
arms educators (librarians, high school teachers, university lecturers, and beyond) with the tools to
teach a most paramount lesson.

the gettysburg address analysis essay: A Short Guide to College Writing Sylvan Barnet,
Pat Bellanca, Marcia Stubbs, 2005 One of the high-quality, low-priced entries in Longman' s Penguin
Academics Series, A Short Guide to College Writing is a clear and authoritative brief rhetoric that
emphasizes analysis, argument, and research in academic writing. Brief, high-quality rhetoric with
lower price. Drafting, revising, research, documentation. General Interest.

the gettysburg address analysis essay: The Rhetoric of Social Intervention Susan K. Opt,
Mark A. Gring, 2009 The first-ever thorough exploration and discussion of the rhetorical model of
social invention [RSI] (initially conceived by rhetorical theorist William R. Brown) for today's
students and scholars.

the gettysburg address analysis essay: The Essay Connection , 1991

the gettysburg address analysis essay: Catalogue of St. Louis University St. Louis University,
1904

the gettysburg address analysis essay: The Long Shadow of Lincoln's Gettysburg
Address Jared Peatman, 2013-10-30 When Abraham Lincoln addressed the crowd at the new
national cemetery in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, on November 19, 1863, he intended his speech to be
his most eloquent statement on the inextricable link between equality and democracy. However,
unwilling to commit to equality at that time, the nation stood ill-prepared to accept the full message
of Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address. In the ensuing century, groups wishing to advance a particular
position hijacked Lincoln’s words for their own ends, highlighting the specific parts of the speech
that echoed their stance while ignoring the rest. Only as the nation slowly moved toward equality did
those invoking Lincoln’s speech come closer to recovering his true purpose. In this incisive work,
Jared Peatman seeks to understand Lincoln’s intentions at Gettysburg and how his words were
received, invoked, and interpreted over time, providing a timely and insightful analysis of one of
America’s most legendary orations. After reviewing the events leading up to November 19, 1863,
Peatman examines immediate responses to the ceremony in New York, Gettysburg itself,
Confederate Richmond, and London, showing how parochial concerns and political affiliations
shaped initial coverage of the day and led to the censoring of Lincoln’s words in some locales. He
then traces how, over time, proponents of certain ideals invoked the particular parts of the address
that suited their message, from reunification early in the twentieth century to American democracy
and patriotism during the world wars and, finally, to Lincoln’s full intended message of equality
during the Civil War centennial commemorations and the civil rights movement of the 1960s.
Peatman also explores foreign invocations of the Gettysburg Address and its influence on both the
Chinese constitution of 1912 and the current French constitution. An epilogue highlights recent and
even current applications of the Gettysburg Address and hints at ways the speech might be used in
the future. By tracing the evolution of Lincoln’s brief words at a cemetery dedication into a revered
document essential to American national identity, this revealing work provides fresh insight into the
enduring legacy of Abraham Lincoln and his Gettysburg Address on American history and culture.

the gettysburg address analysis essay: From Mandate to Achievement Elaine Makas,
2009-09-14 This engaging book will guide your journey through the morass of curriculum alignment,
development, and assessment. Our school struggled through missteps in curriculum alignment and
implementing common assessments without the benefit of Makas” wisdom and experience. I highly
recommend this book for teachers, administrators, and interested parents. —Robert A. Martin,
Leadership Consultant Oakland Schools, Waterford, MI Raise schoolwide performance with a




systematic, teacher-driven approach to curriculum development! Purposeful curriculum design is
essential to attaining consistent academic improvement. Educators often find, however, that a viable
curriculum based on mandated standards can be exceedingly challenging to create, implement, and
sustain. In this book, curriculum consultant Elaine Makas provides a step-by-step guide to
establishing the processes and documents necessary to build a stable, cohesive curriculum system
that aligns to educational benchmarks. Based on the DAILY model (Data, Alignment, Instructional
Pace Guides, Local Common Assessment, and Yearly Review), this system deconstructs the
curriculum process into sequential steps that facilitate the development of instructional priorities,
reveal students in need of intervention, and help ensure continuous process improvement. With
numerous templates, samples, and reflective exercises, this book clearly demonstrates how to:
Collect and analyze data, identify expectations, and recognize learning gaps Develop curriculum
maps that align with standards and grade-level subject goals Pace instruction throughout the year
according to specific objectives Create assessments that predict standardized test performance
Conduct yearly improvement reviews and documentation revisions An essential resource for all
schools or districts, whether struggling or successful, From Mandate to Achievement enables K-12
principals, district administrators, curriculum facilitators, and teacher teams to establish a
consistent and accurate curriculum process that increases academic achievement and drives
continuous school improvement.

the gettysburg address analysis essay: Political Literacy in Composition and Rhetoric
Donald Lazere, 2015-07-20 In Political Literacy in Composition and Rhetoric, Donald Lazere calls for
revival of NCTE resolutions in the 1970s for teaching the “critical reading, listening, viewing, and
thinking skills necessary to enable students to cope with the persuasive techniques in political
statements, advertising, entertainment, and news,” and explores the reasons these goals have been
eclipsed in composition studies over recent decades. Obstacles to those goals have included the
emphasis in the profession on basic and first year writing at the expense of more advanced study in
argumentative rhetoric, and on the privileging of students’ personal writing over critical study of
both academic and political discourse. Lazere further argues that theorists who legitimately
champion students’ pluralistic local communities sometimes fail to recognize that liberal education
can enable students to grow beyond their home cultures to critical awareness of national and
international politics. Finally, he argues that the fixation in recent composition studies on
liberally-inclined students and communities “on the margins” has eclipsed attention to the
conservative conformity long prevalent in mainstream American society and education. His
proposals for curriculum and pedagogy seek to introduce students to a more highly-informed,
cogent, and open-ended level of debate between the political left and right.

the gettysburg address analysis essay: The Best of the Independent Rhetoric and
Composition Journals 2010 Steve Parks, Linda Adler-Kassner, 2011-03-26 THE BEST OF THE
INDEPENDENT RHETORIC AND COMPOSITION JOURNALS 2010 represents the result of a
nationwide conversation—beginning with journal editors, but expanding to teachers, scholars and
workers across the discipline of Rhetoric and Composition—to select essays that showcase the
innovative and transformative work now being published in the field’s independent journals.
Representing both print and digital journals in the field, the essays featured here explore issues
ranging from classroom practice to writing in global and digital contexts, from writing workshops to
community activism. Together, the essays provide readers with a rich understanding of the present
and future direction of the field.

the gettysburg address analysis essay: Rhetoric and Composition As Intellectual Work Gary
A. Olson, 2002 In response to those who insist that rhetoric and composition should remain only a
service discipline, editor Gary A. Olson's Rhetoric and Composition as Intellectual Work
demonstrates that it already is an intellectual discipline, that for at least a quarter of a century the
field has developed an impressive tradition of intellectual work in a remarkable assortment of
subject areas. Rhetoric and Composition as Intellectual Work suggests the diversity of intellectual
projects that have and will continue to make rhetoric and composition more than a service to the



university, more than a field devoted solely to improving writing pedagogy, and more than a
preliminary to literary studies. This collection of nineteen essays by some of the most distinguished
scholars in the discipline illustrates that rhetoric and composition has much to contribute to the
intellectual milieu of the contemporary university, as the field continues to push its disciplinary
borders and discover new sites of investigation.--Publisher's description.

the gettysburg address analysis essay: The Craft of the Essay Halsey P. Taylor, Victor N.
Okada, 1977

the gettysburg address analysis essay: Remembering Aldo Moro Ruth Glynn, 2017-07-05 The
1978 kidnapping and murder of Christian Democrat politician, Aldo Moro, marked the watershed of
Italy's experience of political violence in the period known as the 'years of lead' (1969-c.1983). This
uniquely interdisciplinary volume explores the evolving legacy of Moro's death in the Italian cultural
imaginary, from the late 1970s to the present. Bringing a wide range of critical perspectives to bear,
interventions by experts in the fields of political science, social anthropology, philosophy, and
cultural critique elicit new understandings of the events of 1978 and explain their significance and
relevance to present-day Italian culture and society.

the gettysburg address analysis essay: Judicial Rhapsodies Doug Coulson, 2023-02-28 All
judges legitimize their decisions in writing, but US Supreme Court justices depend on public
acceptance to a unique degree. Previous studies of judicial opinions have explored rhetorical
strategies that produce legitimacy, but none have examined the laudatory, even operatic, forms of
writing Supreme Court justices have used to justify fundamental rights decisions. Doug Coulson
demonstrates that such “judicial rhapsodies” are not an aberration but a central feature of judicial
discourse. First examining the classical origins of divisions between law and rhetoric, Coulson tracks
what he calls an epideictic register—highly affective forms of expression that utilize hyperbole,
amplification, and vocabularies of praise—through a surprising number of landmark Supreme Court
opinions. Judicial Rhapsodies recovers and revalues these instances as significant to establishing
and maintaining shared perspectives that form the basis for common experience and cooperation.
“Judicial Rhapsodies is both compelling and important. Coulson brings his well-developed knowledge
of rhetoric to bear on one of the most central (and most democratically fraught) means of
governance in the United States: the Supreme Court opinion. He demonstrates that the epideictic,
far from being a dispensable or detestable element of judicial rhetoric, is an essential feature of how
the Court operates and seeks to persuade.” —Keith Bybee, Syracuse University

the gettysburg address analysis essay: Deeds Done in Words Karlyn Kohrs Campbell,
Kathleen Hall Jamieson, 1990-06-15 Deeds Done in Words is an impressive piece of work. It is the
first attempt to identify and assess the principal genres of rhetoric, and to interpret the panoply of
those genres in terms of the needs of, and the needs for, ritual in American politics.—Jeffrey Tulis,
author of The Rhetorical Presidency Deeds Done in Words is a thoughtful survey of how a democracy
uses language to transact its business. Based on an enlivened understanding of genre theory and on
numerous pieces of original criticism, Campbell and Jamieson vividly show how central public
discourse has become the lifeblood of the American polity.—Roderick Hart, author of The Sound of
Leadership The rhetoric that issues from the White House is becoming an ever more salient part of
what the presidency means and does. This acute inquiry provides a great many insights into the
forms, meanings, and functions of presidential discourse. It is an enlightening contribution to our
understanding of American politics.—Murray Edelman, author of Constructing the Political
Spectacle
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