
the big o shel silverstein
The Enduring Charm of The Big O Shel Silverstein: A Dive Into a Timeless Classic

the big o shel silverstein is more than just a phrase that fans of poetry and children's literature
might recognize; it represents a captivating piece of work by one of America's most beloved authors
and illustrators. Shel Silverstein, known for his whimsical poetry and unique artistic style, has left an
indelible mark on readers of all ages. Among his many creations, "The Big O" stands out as a
charming and thought-provoking poem that continues to resonate with audiences. Delving into the
story behind this piece, its meaning, and Shel Silverstein’s distinctive approach offers a delightful
exploration for anyone intrigued by creative storytelling and poetic expression.

Understanding The Big O Shel Silverstein

Shel Silverstein’s work is often characterized by its simple yet profound language, quirky humor, and
imaginative illustrations. "The Big O," like many of his poems, showcases these qualities, inviting
readers to ponder deeper themes through a seemingly straightforward narrative. But what exactly is
"The Big O," and why has it garnered attention over the years?

At its core, "The Big O" is a poem that uses the metaphor of the letter “O” to explore concepts such
as wholeness, emptiness, and the cyclical nature of life. Silverstein’s ability to weave these ideas into
an accessible format makes the poem a perfect example of his skill in blending playful creativity with
meaningful messages.

The Symbolism Behind The Big O

The letter "O" is a simple shape, a circle, yet it carries numerous symbolic meanings across different
cultures and philosophies. In "The Big O," Silverstein invites readers to appreciate the letter not just
as a character in the alphabet but as a representation of something more significant.

- **Wholeness and Unity:** Circles often symbolize completeness and unity, suggesting that life and
experiences are interconnected.
- **Infinity and Cycles:** The never-ending loop of the circle can signify eternity and ongoing cycles in
nature and human existence.
- **Emptiness and Potential:** The hollow center of the "O" can be seen as a space for potential,
creativity, or even the unknown.

By personifying the letter and giving it a narrative, Silverstein encourages readers, especially
children, to think creatively and reflect on abstract concepts in a tangible way.

Shel Silverstein’s Unique Style and Its Impact on The



Big O

One of the reasons "The Big O Shel Silverstein" remains memorable is due to the author’s signature
style. His poems often combine simple language with profound insights, making them accessible to
readers of all ages. The playful tone, coupled with clever wordplay and unexpected twists, creates an
engaging reading experience.

Humor and Playfulness

Silverstein’s work is infused with humor that appeals to both children and adults. In "The Big O," this
playful approach helps demystify complex ideas, allowing readers to enjoy the poem while also
uncovering deeper meanings. This balance between lightheartedness and depth is a hallmark of
Silverstein’s poetry.

Illustrations That Complement the Text

Silverstein was not only a poet but also an illustrator. His drawings often accompany his verses,
adding another layer of meaning and enjoyment. While "The Big O" may be known primarily as a
poem, any associated illustrations enhance the reader’s connection to the themes by providing visual
context and emphasizing the whimsical nature of the work.

Why The Big O Shel Silverstein Resonates Today

Despite being written decades ago, "The Big O" remains relevant because its themes are universal
and timeless. Readers continue to find value in Silverstein’s ability to address big ideas through
simple, relatable imagery and language.

Appealing to Multiple Generations

Silverstein’s poems, including "The Big O," often serve as a bridge between generations. Parents and
educators appreciate the poem’s educational value and its capacity to spark conversations with
children about imagination, language, and philosophy. Meanwhile, adults revisit these poems with a
nostalgic appreciation for their cleverness and emotional resonance.

Inspiring Creativity and Reflection

One of the enduring qualities of "The Big O Shel Silverstein" is its power to inspire creativity. Readers
are encouraged to see the world differently, to find meaning in everyday things, and to embrace
curiosity. This inspiration is a testament to Silverstein’s genius in crafting works that entertain while
encouraging thoughtful reflection.



Exploring the Broader Work of Shel Silverstein

To fully appreciate the significance of "The Big O," it helps to consider it within the context of Shel
Silverstein’s broader body of work. Known for collections like "Where the Sidewalk Ends" and "A Light
in the Attic," Silverstein’s poems often explore themes of childhood wonder, mischief, and the
complexities of growing up.

Common Themes in Silverstein’s Poetry

- **Imagination and Play:** Encouraging readers to embrace their creativity.
- **Life’s Absurdities:** Highlighting the humor and oddities of everyday life.
- **Emotional Honesty:** Addressing feelings of loneliness, fear, and joy with sincerity.
- **Moral Lessons:** Offering gentle guidance without preaching.

"The Big O" fits neatly into this framework, combining playful imagery with an invitation to think about
abstract concepts in a way that is both accessible and enjoyable.

Silverstein’s Influence on Children’s Literature

Shel Silverstein’s influence extends beyond his poems and drawings. His style has inspired countless
writers and educators to approach children’s literature with a combination of humor, honesty, and
creativity. His work has demonstrated that children’s books can be intellectually stimulating while
remaining fun and approachable.

Tips for Introducing The Big O Shel Silverstein to
Young Readers

If you’re a parent, teacher, or anyone interested in sharing Silverstein’s work with children, here are
some tips to make the experience engaging and meaningful:

Read aloud with expression: Use different voices and tones to bring the poem to life.

Discuss the symbolism: Encourage children to share what they think the letter "O"
represents.

Create art projects: Have kids draw their own interpretations of the "big O" and what it
means to them.

Connect to everyday life: Point out circles in the world around them and talk about their
significance.

Encourage writing: Invite children to write their own poems or stories inspired by letters or



shapes.

These activities not only enhance comprehension but also foster a deeper appreciation for language
and creativity.

Exploring "The Big O Shel Silverstein" offers a wonderful opportunity to revisit the magic of Shel
Silverstein’s poetry. It’s a reminder of how simple words and shapes can open doors to imagination
and insight, capturing the hearts of readers young and old alike. Whether you’re encountering this
poem for the first time or returning to it after many years, its charm and wisdom continue to shine
brightly.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Shel Silverstein?
Shel Silverstein was an American poet, singer-songwriter, cartoonist, and author known for his
children's books and poetry, including 'The Giving Tree' and 'Where the Sidewalk Ends.'

What is 'The Big O' by Shel Silverstein?
'The Big O' is a poem by Shel Silverstein that explores themes of love and longing through his
characteristic whimsical and poignant style.

Where can I find the poem 'The Big O' by Shel Silverstein?
The poem 'The Big O' can be found in some collections of Shel Silverstein's poetry, such as 'Where the
Sidewalk Ends' or 'A Light in the Attic,' or through various online literary resources.

What themes are present in Shel Silverstein's poem 'The Big
O'?
Themes in 'The Big O' include love, the significance of small things, and the playful use of language,
reflecting Silverstein's unique ability to blend humor with deeper meaning.

How does 'The Big O' reflect Shel Silverstein's writing style?
'The Big O' reflects Shel Silverstein's writing style through its simple yet evocative language,
imaginative imagery, and the blending of humor with emotional depth.

Is 'The Big O' suitable for children?
Yes, like many of Shel Silverstein's works, 'The Big O' is suitable for children and often enjoyed by
readers of all ages due to its playful language and meaningful themes.



What impact did Shel Silverstein have on children's poetry?
Shel Silverstein revolutionized children's poetry by incorporating humor, wit, and unique illustrations,
making poetry accessible and enjoyable for young readers worldwide.

Are there any adaptations of 'The Big O' poem?
While 'The Big O' itself may not have specific adaptations, many of Shel Silverstein's poems have
been adapted into songs, performances, and animated features.

Why is Shel Silverstein considered a beloved author?
Shel Silverstein is beloved for his ability to combine humor, creativity, and emotional insight in his
works, creating timeless stories and poems that resonate with both children and adults.

Additional Resources
The Big O Shel Silverstein: Exploring the Depths of a Literary Icon

the big o shel silverstein stands as a phrase that might initially puzzle readers unfamiliar with
either the enigmatic work or the multifaceted legacy of Shel Silverstein himself. However, it serves as
a compelling entry point into understanding the unique blend of creativity, wit, and profound
simplicity that characterizes Silverstein’s contributions to literature and music. Best known for his
whimsical poetry and illustrations, Shel Silverstein has left an indelible mark on children’s literature
and beyond. This article seeks to unpack the significance behind "the big o" in relation to Silverstein,
delve into his artistic oeuvre, and analyze why his work continues to resonate deeply with diverse
audiences.

Unpacking "The Big O" in the Context of Shel
Silverstein

At first glance, “the big o” might evoke various interpretations—from a colloquial expression to a
metaphorical device. In the context of Shel Silverstein, it is essential to investigate whether “the big
o” is a direct reference to one of his works, a thematic motif, or an emblematic symbol embedded
within his storytelling.

Shel Silverstein’s writings often embrace circular themes, cyclical narratives, and playful wordplay.
The “big O” could metaphorically signify the completeness or wholeness found in his stories—a full
circle that captures the innocence and complexity of human experience. Alternatively, it might allude
to a specific piece, poem, or song where “O” serves as a pivotal symbol.

Despite exhaustive searches through Silverstein’s published collections such as *Where the Sidewalk
Ends*, *A Light in the Attic*, and *The Giving Tree*, no explicit mention of “the big o” is found as a
title or direct phrase. Instead, the phrase appears to be used more abstractly, possibly as a reference
to the overarching impact or the distinctive style that encapsulates Silverstein’s work. This
interpretive openness invites readers and scholars alike to explore how his literary “big O” manifests



in the broader cultural and emotional impact of his creations.

Thematic Significance of Circularity and Wholeness

Silverstein’s poetry and stories often revolve around themes of life cycles, the innocence of childhood,
and the bittersweet nature of growth. The notion of "the big O" can be tied to these ideas through the
symbolism of a circle—representing continuity, unity, and the encompassing nature of human
emotions.

For example, *The Giving Tree* portrays a cyclical relationship between the boy and the tree, where
giving and receiving come full circle. This narrative structure exemplifies Silverstein’s ability to
encapsulate complex human relationships within simple, almost circular storytelling arcs.

Shel Silverstein’s Literary Style and Its Enduring
Appeal

Understanding Shel Silverstein’s literary style is crucial to appreciating why his work remains
influential and how “the big o” might metaphorically symbolize the completeness or magnitude of his
contributions. His style is characterized by:

Playful Language: Silverstein’s poems often feature puns, rhymes, and unexpected twists
that appeal to both children and adults.

Illustrative Simplicity: His hand-drawn illustrations complement the text, enhancing the
humor and emotional depth.

Philosophical Undertones: Beneath the surface-level whimsy lies profound commentary on
human nature, morality, and existential questions.

This blend of accessibility and depth makes Silverstein’s work a rich subject for literary analysis. The
“big O” could thus be metaphorically linked to the encompassing nature of his work—stories and
poems that are simple yet profound, playful but meaningful, small in scale but large in impact.

Comparisons with Contemporary Children’s Literature

When positioned against other children's authors such as Dr. Seuss or Maurice Sendak, Shel
Silverstein’s work stands out for its raw emotional honesty and minimalist style. Unlike the often
elaborate worlds created by his contemporaries, Silverstein opts for stark, direct imagery and
narrative economy.

This stylistic choice aligns with the concept of “the big O” as a form of literary completeness achieved
through minimalism. His ability to evoke deep feelings with few words and simple drawings can be



seen as a powerful demonstration of how less is more—a “big O” in terms of emotional reach despite
a small literary footprint.

The Musical Dimension of Shel Silverstein’s Career

Beyond his literary achievements, Shel Silverstein was also an accomplished songwriter and musician.
His musical work adds another layer to the interpretation of “the big O,” reflecting the broad scope of
his creative output.

Notable Songs and Collaborations

Silverstein wrote numerous songs for iconic artists such as Johnny Cash, Dr. Hook, and Loretta Lynn.
Some of his most famous songs include “A Boy Named Sue” and “The Cover of Rolling Stone.” The
success of these songs underscores his versatility and ability to connect with audiences across
different mediums.

The phrase “the big o” could also be interpreted as an allusion to the big stage or spotlight Silverstein
occupied in the music industry. His songwriting prowess brought him acclaim and demonstrated that
his talents went far beyond children’s books.

Pros and Cons of Silverstein’s Cross-Disciplinary Work

Pros: His diverse talents allowed him to reach wider audiences and create a multifaceted
legacy.

Cons: Some critics argue that his musical work sometimes overshadowed his literary
contributions, leading to underappreciation in one domain or the other.

This duality enriches the narrative surrounding “the big o,” emphasizing the expansive and inclusive
nature of Silverstein’s artistic identity.

The Lasting Impact and Cultural Legacy

Shel Silverstein’s influence permeates contemporary culture, from education and literature to music
and art. The notion of “the big o” can be viewed as a metaphor for the large, encompassing impact he
has had across multiple fields.

Educators often praise Silverstein’s work for encouraging creativity and emotional intelligence in
children. His poems are staples in classrooms worldwide, valued for their ability to engage young
readers and provoke thoughtful discussion.



Meanwhile, literary critics continue to analyze his work through various lenses—psychological,
philosophical, and socio-cultural—highlighting the layered complexity beneath his seemingly simple
verses.

Modern Adaptations and Continued Relevance

Numerous stage adaptations, animated versions, and musical renditions of Silverstein’s work keep his
legacy alive. These adaptations ensure that new generations experience the “big O” effect—a full-
circle engagement with his timeless themes.

Moreover, digital platforms and social media have introduced Silverstein’s work to global audiences,
further expanding his reach and relevance in contemporary discourse.

The enduring popularity and adaptability of Shel Silverstein’s creations underscore the profound “big
O” of his legacy—a symbol of completeness, inclusiveness, and infinite appeal.

The Big O Shel Silverstein

  the big o shel silverstein: The Missing Piece & The Missing Piece Meets the Big O Shel
Silverstein, 2022-11-01 NOW AVAILABLE AS AN EBOOK—TWO BOOKS IN ONE! From New York
Times bestselling Shel Silverstein, celebrated creator of The Giving Tree, Where the Sidewalk Ends,
A Light in the Attic, and Falling Up, comes two charming companion fables in one ebook, The
Missing Piece and The Missing Piece Meets the Big O, that gently probe the nature of quest and
fulfillment, available in ebook for the very first time! And don't miss these other Shel Silverstein
ebooks: The Giving Tree, Where the Sidewalk Ends, A Light in the Attic, Falling Up, and Every Thing
On It! It was missing a piece. And it was not happy. So it set off in search of its missing piece. And as
it rolled it sang this song— Oh I'm lookin' for my missin' piece I'm lookin' for my missin' piece
Hi-dee-ho, here I go, Lookin' for my missin' piece.
  the big o shel silverstein: The Missing Piece Meets the Big O Shel Silverstein, 1981-05-06 The
missing piece sat alone waiting for someone to come along and take it somewhere.... The different
ones it encounters - and what it discovers in its helplessness - are portrayed with simplicity and
compassion in the words and drawings of Shel Silverstein.
  the big o shel silverstein: Shel Silverstein Michael Gray Baughan, 2013-11 An introduction to
the life and career of the author of such iconic works as The giving tree, A light in the attic, and
Where the sidewalk ends.
  the big o shel silverstein: Rethinking Excessive Habits and Addictive Behaviors Tony
Bevacqua, 2015-07-02 Twelve step programs are the foundation of conventional thinking and
treatment for people with addictive behaviors. But are they truly the best? Here, Tony Bevacqua
explains why these one-size-fits-all approaches are not appropriate for everyone, since each person
is a unique human being.. This book takes a humanistic perspective that offers guidance for
sufferers, their families and friends, practitioners, and anyone interested in understanding the
nature of addictive behaviors. What do we know about addictive behavior and mental health?
Bevacqua maintains our common perceptions are loaded with outdated, emotionally charged, and
deficit-based vocabulary. Words like “addiction,” “addict,” alcoholic,” “denial,” “recovery,” “clean,”
and others have become absorbed into our vocabulary but conjure up the worst case descriptions of
undesirable behavior. These labels are generalized to all behaviors and to all people regardless of
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the details of their specific circumstances. By rethinking and changing the language, new learning
can take place, and new approaches to treatment can emerge. While biology may play a role in
addiction, the author argues that the disease model strips sufferers of their ability to see their issues
as within their control to address. Understanding the role of learning and behavior allows people to
redefine addiction in terms of their own personal circumstances, allowing that the brain is an organ
of social adaptation and is constantly able to wire and rewire itself through enriched environments
and new learning. Bevacqua proposes a language that also supports an individual with kindness,
compassion and empathy and suggests ways in which this new perspective and approach, can help
individuals improve the quality of their thinking which will improve the quality of their behavior.
  the big o shel silverstein: The Heart of Female Same-Sex Attraction Janelle Hallman,
2010-02 The fruit of years of training, research and counseling experience, Janelle Hallman has
drawn together a comprehensive resource for those who are interested in understanding and
counseling women in conflict with same sex attraction. In this ground-breaking work, Hallman sets
forth the unique dimensions of struggle that women experience through the presentation of
research, interviews and clinical experience. This is an indispensable guide for understanding and a
manual for counseling adult women seeking to mature in giving and receiving love in all of [their]
relationships, and no longer be restricted by destructive relational patterns.
  the big o shel silverstein: Active Dreaming Robert Moss, 2011-03-11 As the success of the
recent film Inception shows, dreams are a source of perennial fascination. Robert Moss has
advanced our understanding of the phenomenon with his visionary and down-to-earth synthesis of
contemporary dreamwork and venerable shamanic methods. His “active dreaming” involves
re-entering dreams, exploring their possibilities, and directing the subconscious to illuminate and
solve problems. He blazes a new trail, guiding readers to use the powers that govern their night
dreams to pursue their ideal waking “dream lives.” Based on Moss's decades of teaching, the
techniques he shares in these pages are proven, powerful, and even playful. Readers learn to
understand and utilize synchronicity, shared dreaming, children's dreams, and healing dreams. The
examples Moss shares encourage readers to face fears and tap into dormant power. The result is the
freedom to choose — and then revel in — the life of their dreams.
  the big o shel silverstein: Dating Never Works... Until it Does: 100 Lessons from 1,000
Dates Zack Oates, 2023-02-02 Tired of mixed messages, confusing signals, and of playing the dating
game? Dating expert Zack Oates has experienced it all in this comical guide that will keep you happy
and laughing. Perfect for audiences in dating situations of all kinds, these encouraging steps will
help you find your celestial mate.
  the big o shel silverstein: Shel Silverstein Cari Meister, 2001 Profiles the life and career of
the popular children's author, Shel Silverstein.
  the big o shel silverstein: Enjoy Your Symptom! Slavoj Zizek, 2012-08-21 The title is just the
first of many startling asides, observations and insights that fill this guide to Hollywood on the
Lacanian psychoanalyst’s couch. Zizek introduces the ideas of Jacques Lacan through the medium of
American film, taking his examples from over 100 years of cinema, from Charlie Chaplin to The
Matrix and referencing along the way such figures as Lenin and Hegel, Michel Foucault and Jesus
Christ. Enjoy Your Symptom! is a thrilling guide to cinema and psychoanalysis from a thinker who is
perhaps the last standing giant of cultural theory in the twenty-first century.
  the big o shel silverstein: Living as a Young Woman of God Jen Rawson, 2009-08-30 Living
as a teenage girl is hard enough for middle schoolers. Living a godly life is even more difficult! It
helps to learn from someplace other than culture and media. You can help show young girls how to
live as godly young women.Becoming...book 2 is an eight-week study that will show girls how to live
as godly women in the midst of the everyday life issues they face. With games, activities, quizzes,
projects and crafts, movie clips, music, and stories, you’ll have your girls engaged in a study that will
help them figure out how to live life as the women of God they are. In this study, your small group of
middle school girls will:• know who they are, and what they’re capable of• learn to deal with pain
and disappointment• grow spiritually• discover how to deal with friends, guys, and parents• find out



how to become a woman of GodWalk with your middle school girls as they discover what it looks like
to live as godly young women.
  the big o shel silverstein: A Historic-Critical and Literary-Cultural Approach to the
Parables of the Kingdom Melissa Lynch, 2012-07-31 This is the accompanying text book for the
Parables of the Kingdom curricular unit for Language Arts. The New Testament Parables are
approached from a historic-critical and literary-cultural lens which analyzes history, geography,
economic distribution and feudal systems; as well as literary techniques and narrative story
mapping. It also includes a chapter on Roman Catholic social justice extensions of the parable
teachings. Student work studies include: vocabulary; comprehension, summary and discussion
questions; and group activities.
  the big o shel silverstein: Enjoy Your Symptom! Slavoj Žižek, 2013-10-18 The title is just the
first of many startling asides, observations and insights that fill this guide to Hollywood on the
Lacanian psychoanalyst's couch - a thrilling guide to cinema andpsychoanalysis from the last giant of
cultural theory in thetwenty-firstcentury.
  the big o shel silverstein: Britannica Student Encyclopedia Encyclopaedia Britannica, Inc,
2014-05-01 Entertaining and informative, the newly updated Britannica Student Encyclopedia helps
children gain a better understanding of their world. Updated for 2015, more than 2,250 captivating
articles cover everything from Barack Obama to video games. Children are sure to immerse
themselves in 2,700 photos, charts, and tables that help explain concepts and subjects, as well as
1,200 maps and flags from across the globe. Britannica Student is curriculum correlated and a
recent winner of the 2008 Teachers Choice Award and 2010 AEP Distinguished achievement award.
  the big o shel silverstein: From a Culture of Dependency to a Culture of Success Y.S.
Wishnick, 2011-11-23 There is an old story of a famous business tycoon that was near death. His
lifelong business partner approached him on his deathbed and asked if hed like to see his great
grandchild. The business executive opened his eyes and whispered in his associates ear, No, my
friend, I do not want to know what Ive missed. More and more Americans are missing out on the
greatness of their country; its passion for excellence, its commitment to the dignity and self-worth of
each individual, and its belief that every person has the right to achieve their own vision for success.
Chaos, confusion, disappointment, and hopelessness have pushed and pulled Americans into a state
of dependency. From the individual, to the family, to our local communities, Americans are
constantly looking for others to solve the problems and challenges they face. This has lead to
victimology, class warfare, and ultimately bad public policy where a culture of dependency is
becoming the new normal. As people think themselves into believing that they cant make it on their
own they are rejecting their own potential and capacity to act. Worse, they are missing out on the
person they were destined to become.
  the big o shel silverstein: Mastering Basic Skills® Third Grade Workbook , 2014-01-06
Mastering Basic Skills(R) Third Grade includes comprehensive content essential to third graders.
Topics include reading comprehension, phonics, grammar, writing, dictionary skills, math, time and
money. The Mastering Basic Skills(R) series includes grade-specific math and language arts
activities as well as reading lists, skills checklists, awards, and mini books. The comprehensive
content and extra features increase the value of this series making it an appealing choice to parents
looking for extra at-home practice for their child.
  the big o shel silverstein: The Power of Soft Hilary Gallo, 2016-01-28 In The Power of Soft,
Hilary Gallo Reveals a more effective way to get what you want—both in and out of the board room.
Hilary spent years negotiating multi-million pound deals as a lawyer and began to notice that tough,
bullying behaviour rarely got him or his clients the outcomes they were looking for. Over the years
he began to develop a new way of approaching negotiations—the power of soft—and soon found his
work and home life getting richer. In life and in business we often mask our inner vulnerability by
adopting a hard, unwavering and ultimately ineffective approach. Instead, Gallo proves that our true
power stems from drawing strength from our mental core and balancing that inner strength with a
softer, more approachable front. He teaches us to see reality more clearly by looking past our



judgments and preconceptions and to focus our energy on what we actually need to achieve. What
started as a negotiation tactic soon became a philosophy for life. Whether closing a business deal or
trying to get your kids to bed, The Power of Soft is an elegant, holistic and most of all effective
method to get what you need and still be kind.
  the big o shel silverstein: Philosophy in Children's Literature Peter R. Costello, 2012-01-01
This book seeks to join the ongoing, interdisciplinary approach to children's literature by means of
sustained readings of individual texts by means of important works in the history of philosophy. Its
inclusion of authors from both various departments--philosophy, literature, religion, and
education--and various countries is an attempt to show how traditional boundaries between
disciplines might become more permeable and how philosophy offers important insights to this
interdisciplinary, critical conversation.
  the big o shel silverstein: The Routledge Handbook of Love in Philosophy Adrienne M.
Martin, 2019-01-15 The Routledge Handbook of Love in Philosophy collects 39 original chapters
from prominent philosophers on the nature, meaning, value, and predicaments of love, presented in
a unique framework that highlights the rich variety of methods and traditions used to engage with
these subjects. This volume is structured around important realms of human life and activity, each of
which receives its own section: I. Family and Friendship II. Romance and Sex III. Politics and Society
IV. Animals, Nature, and the Environment V. Art, Faith, and Meaning VI. Rationality and Morality
VII. Traditions: Historical and Contemporary. This last section includes chapters treating love as a
subject in both Western and non-Western philosophical traditions. The contributions, all appearing
in print here for the first time, are written to be accessible and compelling to non-philosophers and
philosophers alike; and the volume as a whole encourages professional philosophers, teachers,
students, and lay readers to rethink standard constructions of philosophical canons.
  the big o shel silverstein: Shel Silverstein Johannah Haney, 2014-01-01 Shel Silverstein�s
works have sold over 20 million copies and have been translated into more than 30 languages. A
cartoonist, songwriter, poet, playwright, and author, Silverstein�s style is unforgettable. His wacky
illustrations and poems are thought provoking, engaging, and smart. Readers will be inspired to
learn more about how this incredible artist approached his work, and what techniques he utilized to
create and illustrate his unmistakable style.
  the big o shel silverstein: A Boy Named Shel Lisa Rogak, 2007-11-13 Few authors are as
beloved as Shel Silverstein. His inimitable drawings and comic poems have become the bedtime
staples of millions of children and their parents, but few readers know much about the man behind
that wild-eyed, bearded face peering out from the backs of dust jackets. In A Boy Named Shel, Lisa
Rogak tells the full story of a life as antic and adventurous as any of his creations. A man with an
incurable case of wanderlust, Shel kept homes on both coasts and many places in between---and
enjoyed regular stays in the Playboy Mansion. Everywhere he went he charmed neighbors, made
countless friends, and romanced almost as many women with his unstoppable energy and
never-ending wit. His boundless creativity brought him fame and fortune---neither of which changed
his down-to-earth way of life---and his children's books sold millions of copies. But he was much
more than just a children's writer. He collaborated with anyone who crossed his path, and found
success in a wider range of genres than most artists could ever hope to master. He penned hit songs
like A Boy Named Sue and The Unicorn. He drew cartoons for Stars & Stripes and got his big break
with Playboy. He wrote experimental plays and collaborated on scripts with David Mamet. With a
seemingly unending stream of fresh ideas, he worked compulsively and enthusiastically on a wide
array of projects up until his death, in 1999. Drawing on wide-ranging interviews and in-depth
research, Rogak gives fans a warm, enlightening portrait of an artist whose imaginative spirit
created the poems, songs, and drawings that have touched the lives of so many children---and adults.
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