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How Much Does Axonics Therapy Cost? Understanding the Investment in Bladder Health

how much does axonics therapy cost is a question many people dealing with overactive bladder
or urinary incontinence often ask when exploring treatment options. Axonics therapy, a cutting-edge
neuromodulation treatment, has gained significant attention for its minimally invasive approach to
managing bladder and bowel dysfunction. However, understanding the financial aspect is crucial
before making any healthcare decisions. Let’s dive into what influences the cost of Axonics therapy,
the typical price range, insurance considerations, and what patients can expect throughout the
process.

What Is Axonics Therapy and Why Consider It?

Before breaking down the expenses, it's helpful to know what Axonics therapy entails. Axonics
therapy uses a small device implanted near the sacral nerves, which modulate bladder and bowel
function. Unlike traditional sacral neuromodulation, Axonics offers a rechargeable implant designed to
last up to 15 years, making it a long-term solution for people struggling with symptoms like urinary
urgency, frequency, and incontinence.

This therapy is especially appealing because it’s minimally invasive and has shown promising results

in improving quality of life. That said, the upfront cost and ongoing considerations are important
factors when deciding if this treatment is right for you.

Breaking Down How Much Does Axonics Therapy Cost

Understanding the cost of Axonics therapy involves more than just looking at the price of the device
itself. Several components contribute to the overall expense:

1. Device and Implantation Procedure

The Axonics System includes the implantable neurostimulator and the leads used to deliver electrical
pulses. The device itself is a high-tech piece of equipment, and the cost reflects the advanced
technology and research invested in its development.

The implantation procedure is typically performed by a urologist or a specialist neuromodulation
surgeon, often in an outpatient setting. This includes:

- Pre-operative assessments and diagnostics
- The surgical implantation of the device

- Post-operative monitoring and adjustments

Combined, the device and procedure can cost anywhere from $20,000 to $40,000 depending on the



healthcare provider, facility fees, and geographic location.

2. Follow-Up Care and Device Programming

One of the advantages of Axonics therapy is that the device is programmable to tailor stimulation to
the patient’s specific needs. After implantation, patients will have follow-up visits to fine-tune the
settings and ensure optimal results.

Although follow-up appointments are typically covered under the initial treatment package, some
specialized programming sessions may come with additional costs. Patients should also factor in
occasional device checks and potential battery recharging consultations.

3. Additional Costs to Consider

- **Diagnostic tests:** Before implantation, patients often undergo urodynamic studies or other
assessments to confirm candidacy for Axonics therapy.

- *Anesthesia fees:** Depending on the surgical setting, anesthesia can add to the total cost.

- **Rehabilitation or physical therapy:** Some patients may require pelvic floor therapy in conjunction
with neuromodulation.

- ¥**Potential device replacement or maintenance:** Although the device is designed to last 15 years,
unforeseen complications could result in additional expenses.

Does Insurance Cover Axonics Therapy?

A key concern for many is whether their insurance will cover such an advanced treatment. The good
news is that many private insurance plans, including Medicare and Medicaid, recognize Axonics
therapy as a medically necessary treatment for overactive bladder and urinary retention. This means
that coverage is often available, significantly offsetting the out-of-pocket costs.

Tips for Navigating Insurance Coverage

- **Pre-authorization:** Before proceeding, ask your healthcare provider to obtain insurance pre-
authorization to ensure coverage.

- **Understanding deductibles and copayments:** Even with insurance, patients may be responsible
for a portion of the costs depending on their plan details.

- **Flexible Spending Accounts (FSA) or Health Savings Accounts (HSA):** These can be useful for
managing out-of-pocket expenses.

- **Appealing denials:** If coverage is initially denied, working with your provider to appeal the
decision can sometimes lead to approval.



How Axonics Therapy Compares to Other Treatments in
Terms of Cost

When evaluating how much Axonics therapy costs, it's helpful to compare it to alternative treatments
for bladder dysfunction:

- **Medications:** Oral medications for overactive bladder often cost less upfront but may add up
over time due to ongoing prescriptions and potential side effects.

- **Behavioral therapies:** Pelvic floor exercises and bladder training are low-cost but may not be
effective for all patients.

- **Botox injections:** Botox treatments for bladder control require repeated injections every 6 to 9
months, which can accumulate significant costs over time.

- **Traditional sacral neuromodulation:** While similar, traditional devices may require more frequent
battery replacements, impacting long-term costs.

In this context, Axonics therapy, despite its higher initial cost, can be cost-effective due to its
longevity and reduced need for replacements or repeated interventions.

Factors Influencing the Cost of Axonics Therapy

Several variables can affect how much Axonics therapy costs for an individual patient:

- ¥*Geographical location:** Medical costs vary widely between regions and facilities. Urban centers or
specialized hospitals may charge more.

- ¥*Surgeon’s expertise:** Highly experienced surgeons or centers of excellence may have higher
fees.

- **Patient’s health insurance plan:** Coverage details and network restrictions can impact out-of-
pocket expenses.

- *Complexity of the case:** Patients with additional medical conditions might require extra care,
increasing costs.

Is Axonics Therapy Worth the Investment?

While the question of how much does Axonics therapy cost is important, it’s also crucial to consider
the value it offers. For many individuals suffering from debilitating bladder or bowel issues, the
therapy can drastically improve daily life, restore confidence, and reduce the emotional toll of
incontinence.

Patients often report enhanced quality of life, fewer accidents, and decreased reliance on medications
or diapers. This improvement can translate into savings in other areas such as reduced spending on
absorbent products or medications.



Additional Benefits to Keep in Mind

- Long-lasting device lifespan (up to 15 years) minimizes replacement procedures.
- Rechargeable technology reduces the need for battery replacement surgeries.

- Minimally invasive procedure with a relatively quick recovery time.

- Potentially fewer side effects compared to medication.

Final Thoughts on the Cost of Axonics Therapy

The journey to deciding on Axonics therapy involves balancing the upfront financial commitment
against the potential for long-term relief and improved quality of life. While the initial cost may seem
significant, insurance coverage can greatly reduce the burden, and the therapy’s lasting benefits
often justify the investment.

For those exploring solutions to overactive bladder or bowel dysfunction, discussing detailed cost
estimates with a healthcare provider and insurance representative is a critical step. Understanding
how much Axonics therapy costs in your specific situation can help you make an informed decision
about this innovative treatment option.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the average cost of Axonics therapy?

The average cost of Axonics therapy typically ranges between $20,000 and $30,000, depending on
various factors such as location, healthcare provider, and insurance coverage.

Does insurance cover the cost of Axonics therapy?

Many insurance plans, including Medicare, may cover Axonics therapy if it is deemed medically
necessary. Coverage varies, so it is important to check with your insurance provider for specific
details.

Are there any additional costs associated with Axonics
therapy besides the device?

Yes, additional costs may include doctor's fees, hospital or clinic charges, follow-up visits, and
potential programming or maintenance of the device.

Can the cost of Axonics therapy be financed?

Some providers and medical facilities offer financing options or payment plans to help manage the
cost of Axonics therapy. It is advisable to inquire directly with your healthcare provider or the device
manufacturer.



How does the cost of Axonics therapy compare to other
neuromodulation treatments?

Axonics therapy costs are generally comparable to other sacral neuromodulation devices, although
specific pricing can vary. Axonics offers a rechargeable device which may reduce long-term costs.

Is there a cost difference between Axonics therapy and
traditional treatments for overactive bladder?

While traditional treatments like medication may have lower upfront costs, Axonics therapy can be
more cost-effective in the long term due to its durability and effectiveness, potentially reducing
ongoing expenses.

Do hospitals or clinics charge differently for Axonics therapy?

Yes, costs may vary depending on the hospital or clinic due to differences in facility fees, geographic
location, and provider expertise.

Are there any patient assistance programs to help with
Axonics therapy costs?

The manufacturer of Axonics therapy may offer patient assistance programs or financial support
options to eligible patients. It is recommended to contact Axonics or your healthcare provider for
more information.

How can patients estimate the out-of-pocket cost for Axonics
therapy?

Patients should consult with their healthcare provider and insurance company to obtain a detailed
cost estimate, including device price, procedure fees, and potential insurance reimbursements to
understand their out-of-pocket expenses.

Additional Resources

How Much Does Axonics Therapy Cost? An In-Depth Financial Analysis of a Revolutionary Treatment

how much does axonics therapy cost is a question increasingly asked by patients and healthcare
providers alike, as the therapy gains recognition as a promising solution for individuals suffering from
overactive bladder (OAB), fecal incontinence, and urinary retention. Axonics Therapy, a form of sacral
neuromodulation, offers patients an implantable device designed to deliver electrical pulses to the
sacral nerves to improve bladder and bowel control. Despite its clinical benefits, the financial aspect
remains a crucial consideration for many potential candidates. This article explores the cost
components of Axonics Therapy, factors influencing pricing, insurance coverage, and how it compares
to alternative treatment options.



Understanding Axonics Therapy and Its Financial
Implications

Axonics Therapy involves the implantation of a rechargeable neurostimulator device beneath the skin,
which modulates nerve signals responsible for bladder and bowel function. The therapy is FDA-
approved and represents a long-term treatment option, with the device designed to last up to 15
years without replacement. However, the initial cost of this innovative treatment is often significant,
prompting patients and clinicians to scrutinize the expenses involved.

Breakdown of Axonics Therapy Costs

When evaluating how much Axonics Therapy costs, it is important to consider several components
beyond just the device price:

* Device Cost: The Axonics implant itself is a high-tech piece of equipment, with prices generally
ranging from $20,000 to $30,000. This figure can vary based on the healthcare facility and
geographic location.

e Surgical Procedure: Implantation requires a minimally invasive surgical procedure performed
by a specialized urologist or colorectal surgeon. Surgical fees, including operating room
charges, anesthesia, and facility costs, can add an additional $10,000 to $15,000.

e Pre-Operative Testing and Consultations: Prior to implantation, patients undergo
assessments such as urodynamic testing and imaging studies, which may cost several hundred
to a few thousand dollars, depending on the provider.

e Post-Operative Follow-Up and Programming: After implantation, device programming and
follow-up visits are necessary for optimal therapy management. These appointments may incur
ongoing costs, though typically less substantial compared to initial expenses.

Taking these factors into account, the total upfront cost of Axonics Therapy can range from
approximately $30,000 to $50,000. This variability reflects differences in healthcare delivery settings,
regional pricing models, and individual patient requirements.

Insurance Coverage and Reimbursement Landscape

One of the most influential variables affecting how much Axonics Therapy costs to the patient is
insurance coverage. Many private insurance plans recognize sacral neuromodulation as a medically
necessary treatment for OAB and related conditions, which improves the likelihood of reimbursement.

Medicare and Medicaid policies also impact affordability for eligible patients. Medicare, for instance,
generally covers sacral neuromodulation procedures under specific conditions, including prior failure
of conservative treatments. However, coverage nuances, such as pre-authorization requirements and



co-pay obligations, can affect out-of-pocket expenses.

Patients without insurance or those with limited coverage face financial challenges, as the therapy’s
high upfront cost may not be affordable without assistance. Some providers and the manufacturer
offer financial counseling and payment plans to mitigate these barriers.

Comparing Axonics Therapy Costs to Alternative
Treatments

For patients exploring options to manage bladder or bowel dysfunction, understanding how much
Axonics Therapy costs relative to other treatments is essential.

Behavioral and Pharmacological Therapies

Behavioral modifications, pelvic floor exercises, and medications such as anticholinergics or beta-3
agonists are common first-line treatments. These options typically involve lower costs
upfront—ranging from a few hundred to a few thousand dollars annually—yet may require ongoing
expenditures with variable effectiveness and potential side effects.

Botox Injections for Bladder Control

Botulinum toxin (Botox) injections into the bladder muscle represent another minimally invasive
alternative. Botox treatments cost approximately $1,000 to $2,000 per session and require repeat
injections every 6 to 9 months, resulting in cumulative costs that can exceed the one-time investment
of Axonics Therapy over time.

Alternative Neuromodulation Devices

InterStim, a competitor sacral neuromodulation device by Medtronic, offers a non-rechargeable
implant with a battery life of about 5 to 7 years. Its initial cost is generally comparable to Axonics, but
replacement surgeries for battery depletion increase long-term expenses. Axonics’ rechargeable
feature may offer better cost-effectiveness over the device lifespan.

Factors Influencing the Cost of Axonics Therapy

Several considerations affect the overall price patients might pay for Axonics Therapy:

* Geographic Location: Healthcare costs vary widely across regions, with metropolitan areas
typically charging more for surgical procedures and device implantation.



e Hospital vs. Ambulatory Surgical Centers: Facilities differ in pricing structures, with
outpatient centers often providing lower-cost options for implantation.

¢ Provider Experience: Surgeons with specialized expertise may have different fee schedules,
though their proficiency can impact outcomes positively.

¢ Insurance Plan Details: Deductibles, co-insurance, and network restrictions influence patient
liabilities.

* Patient Health Status: Comorbidities or anatomical complexities may necessitate additional
testing or extended operative time, increasing costs.

Evaluating Cost Against Clinical Benefits

While the question of how much Axonics Therapy costs is fundamental, it is equally critical to weigh
these expenses against the therapy’s potential benefits. Clinical studies demonstrate that Axonics
Therapy significantly improves quality of life by reducing urinary urgency, frequency, and
incontinence episodes. Many patients report sustained symptom relief and enhanced social
functioning.

Given that untreated or poorly managed bladder dysfunction can lead to recurrent infections, skin
issues, and psychological distress, the investment in Axonics Therapy may offset downstream
healthcare costs and productivity losses.

Long-Term Financial Considerations

The rechargeable nature of the Axonics device offers a distinct advantage, potentially lowering
lifetime costs by minimizing replacement surgeries. This feature contrasts favorably with older
devices requiring battery replacement every few years, which adds surgical risk and expense.

Additionally, reduced reliance on medications and fewer clinic visits for acute symptom management
can translate into indirect savings. Patients often find the convenience and durability of Axonics
Therapy justify the initial investment.

Conclusion: Navigating the Cost Terrain of Axonics
Therapy

Determining how much Axonics Therapy costs involves more than a single price tag. It encompasses
device expenses, surgical fees, insurance negotiations, and long-term maintenance considerations.
While the upfront investment is substantial, the therapy’s durability, clinical efficacy, and potential to
reduce other healthcare costs make it a compelling option for many patients with refractory bladder
and bowel disorders.



Prospective candidates should engage in thorough discussions with their healthcare providers and
insurance representatives to obtain personalized cost estimates and explore financial assistance
opportunities. As awareness and adoption of Axonics Therapy expand, the hope is that increased
accessibility and competitive pricing will further benefit patients seeking effective solutions for
challenging conditions.
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appropriate therapies, and hundreds of clear surgical illustrations, photographs, and radiographs. -
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timely discussions of surgical complications, the psychosocial issues associated with treating
patients with female pelvic floor disorders, and female sexual function and dysfunction. - Includes
case presentations from leading experts in urogynecology and urology that allow you to apply the
information presented to everyday clinical situations. - Enhanced eBook version included with
purchase. Your enhanced eBook allows you to access all of the text, figures, and references from the
book on a variety of devices.

how much does axonics therapy cost: Adult and Pediatric Neuromodulation Jason P. Gilleran,
Seth A. Alpert, 2018-04-10 This text reviews the anatomy and physiology of neuromodulation for
treatment of various pathology of the human body, with specific emphasis on sacral
neuromodulation for bladder and bowel dysfunction in the adult and pediatric populations. In
addition to historical overview of the various methods of neuromodulation, present day applications
will be discussed as well as possible future directions for use. Adult and Pediatric Neuromodulation
will be of great value to medical professionals who are interested in the use of neuromodulation as a
possible therapy option for their patients, particularly when other traditional or medical
management options have failed. Each chapter is written by experts in the topic of various
modalities of neuromodulation.

how much does axonics therapy cost: Textbook of Female Urology and Urogynecology
Linda Cardozo, David Staskin, 2023-07-28 Featuring contributions by an international team of the
world’s experts in urology and gynecology, this fifth edition reinforces its status as the classic
comprehensive resource on female urology and urogynecology and an essential clinical reference in
the field, with new chapters throughout. Each volume is now available separately. *Offers a
comprehensive guide to medical aspects *Covers important classic and newer topics *Presents a
practical and manageable level of detail
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