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History of Tuscarawas County Ohio: A Journey Through Time

history of tuscarawas county ohio is a fascinating tale that weaves together
Native American heritage, early European settlements, and the growth of a
community shaped by the natural beauty and resources of the region. Nestled
in eastern Ohio, Tuscarawas County stands as a testament to the rich cultural
and historical layers that define much of the state’s early development. From
its indigenous roots to its role in the westward expansion of the United
States, the county’s history offers a captivating glimpse into America’s
past.

Early Inhabitants and Native American Heritage

Long before European settlers arrived, the area now known as Tuscarawas
County was home to diverse Native American tribes. The name "Tuscarawas"
itself is derived from the Delaware (Lenape) word "Tuscarawas," meaning "old
town" or "open mouth," reflecting the significance of the area to indigenous
peoples.

The Delaware and Other Tribes

The Delaware tribe was particularly prominent in this region during the 18th
century. They established villages along the Tuscarawas River, taking
advantage of the fertile soil and abundant water sources. The river was vital
for transportation, fishing, and trade. Other tribes, including the Shawnee
and Wyandot, also inhabited or passed through the area, adding to its rich
cultural mosaic.

These Native American communities lived in harmony with the land, practicing
agriculture, hunting, and gathering. Their presence set the stage for the
complex interactions that would follow with European settlers.

Impact of European Exploration and Settlement

The arrival of European explorers in the 18th century marked a turning point.
French traders were among the first to navigate the Ohio River Valley,
followed by British and later American settlers. The area’s strategic
location made it a contested site during various colonial conflicts,
including the French and Indian War.

Tuscarawas County’s fertile lands and waterways attracted settlers eager to
establish farms and trade routes. However, this influx led to tensions and
conflicts with the indigenous populations, culminating in various treaties
and, unfortunately, forced removals.



Formation and Development of Tuscarawas County

Tuscarawas County was officially established on February 15, 1808, carved out
from portions of Stark, Coshocton, and Muskingum counties. This period marked
the beginning of organized local government and infrastructure development.

Early Settlers and Town Foundations

The early 19th century saw an influx of pioneers, many of whom were of German
and English descent, moving westward in search of new opportunities. They
founded towns such as New Philadelphia, which became the county seat, and
Dover, both of which remain key communities today.

These settlers introduced farming techniques, built mills, and established
schools and churches, laying the groundwork for a thriving society. The
county’s economy was initially driven by agriculture, with corn, wheat, and
livestock playing central roles.

Transportation and Economic Growth

The arrival of canals and railroads in the mid-19th century dramatically
transformed Tuscarawas County. The Ohio and Erie Canal, completed in the
1830s, connected the Great Lakes to the Ohio River, passing through the
county and facilitating trade and movement.

Later, railroads extended this connectivity, making Tuscarawas a hub for
commerce and industry. Coal mining and manufacturing began to supplement
agriculture, diversifying the local economy and attracting workers from
various backgrounds.

Cultural and Historical Landmarks

Tuscarawas County is dotted with historical sites that reflect its rich past
and cultural heritage, many of which offer valuable insights into the
county’s story.

Historic Fort Laurens

One of the most notable landmarks is Fort Laurens, the only Revolutionary War
fort built in what is now Ohio. Constructed in 1778, it served as a strategic
outpost during the conflict between American forces and British-allied Native
Americans. Today, Fort Laurens is a museum and archaeological site that
preserves this unique piece of history.

Canal and Railroad Heritage

Sections of the Ohio and Erie Canal remain preserved, showcasing the



engineering feats that helped shape the region’s economy. Canal-era
buildings, locks, and towpaths provide a glimpse into 19th-century
transportation and trade.

Similarly, historic railroad depots and lines speak to the county’s
industrial era, reminding visitors of the transformative power of the
railroads.

Natural Landscape and Its Role in History

The geography of Tuscarawas County has played an integral role in its
historical development. Rolling hills, fertile river valleys, and dense
forests provided resources and challenges for its inhabitants.

The Tuscarawas River

The Tuscarawas River has been a lifeline throughout the county’s history. For
Native Americans, it was a source of sustenance and a travel route. For
settlers, it powered mills and facilitated commerce. Even today, the river
remains central to the county’s identity and recreational life.

Preservation of Natural and Historical Sites

Efforts to preserve the county’s natural beauty and historical sites have
grown over the years. Parks, nature reserves, and museums work together to
educate the public about the intertwined history of people and place in
Tuscarawas County.

Modern Reflections on the History of Tuscarawas
County Ohio

Understanding the history of Tuscarawas County Ohio is not just about looking
back—it’s about appreciating how past events, cultures, and developments
continue to influence the present. The county’s vibrant communities, cultural
festivals, and historical reenactments keep its heritage alive.

Visitors and residents alike can explore museums, historic districts, and
outdoor trails that tell the story of a region shaped by Native American
roots, pioneer determination, industrial growth, and natural beauty. Whether
you’re tracing genealogy, exploring local lore, or simply enjoying the scenic
landscapes, the history of Tuscarawas County offers a rich and rewarding
experience.

Exploring this history encourages a deeper appreciation for the resilience
and diversity of the people who built and continue to nurture this corner of
Ohio. It’s a living history, inviting everyone to learn, reflect, and engage
with the stories that have shaped the community.



Frequently Asked Questions

When was Tuscarawas County, Ohio established?

Tuscarawas County, Ohio was established in 1808.

What is the origin of the name 'Tuscarawas'?

The name 'Tuscarawas' is derived from a Delaware Indian word meaning 'open
mouth' or 'old mouth,' referring to a nearby river.

What Native American tribes originally inhabited
Tuscarawas County?

The area was originally inhabited by the Delaware (Lenape) and other Native
American tribes before European settlement.

What role did Tuscarawas County play in Ohio's early
development?

Tuscarawas County was significant in Ohio's early development due to its
location along important Native American trails and later as a center for
agriculture and industry.

Are there any historic landmarks in Tuscarawas County
related to its history?

Yes, Tuscarawas County has several historic landmarks such as the Schoenbrunn
Village and the Fort Laurens site, which reflect its Native American and
early settler history.

Additional Resources
History of Tuscarawas County Ohio: A Detailed Exploration of Its Past and
Legacy

history of tuscarawas county ohio reveals a rich tapestry woven from
indigenous cultures, European settlement, industrial growth, and modern
development. Situated in eastern Ohio, Tuscarawas County stands as a
testament to the dynamic interplay between geography, culture, and economics
throughout American history. This article unpacks the multifaceted evolution
of the county, tracing its origins from Native American habitation to its
role in Ohio’s broader historical context.

Early Inhabitants and Native American Legacy

Long before European settlers arrived, the area now known as Tuscarawas
County was home to various Native American tribes. The name “Tuscarawas”
itself derives from a Delaware Indian word believed to mean “old town” or
“open mouth,” highlighting its indigenous roots. Archaeological evidence



points to the presence of mound-building cultures such as the Adena and
Hopewell peoples, who left behind significant earthworks and artifacts.

The Delaware (Lenape) tribe was among the last Native American groups to
inhabit the region during the 18th century. Their settlements along the
Tuscarawas River played a crucial role in shaping early interactions with
European traders and settlers. The strategic location of the river
facilitated trade and communication, making the area a cultural crossroads.

Impact of European Settlement

The late 18th century marked the beginning of sustained European interest in
Tuscarawas County. Following the American Revolutionary War and the Northwest
Indian War, the U.S. government began opening up lands in Ohio for
settlement. The Treaty of Greenville (1795) significantly reduced Native
American claims, paving the way for pioneers to move westward.

By 1808, Tuscarawas County was officially established, carved out from parts
of Stark and Coshocton counties. Early settlers were predominantly of German
and English descent, attracted by the fertile soil and abundant natural
resources. The county seat, New Philadelphia, founded in 1804 by John
Knisely, quickly became a hub of commerce and governance.

Economic Development and Industrialization

Throughout the 19th century, Tuscarawas County evolved from a predominantly
agrarian society into an industrially significant region. The county’s
geography, characterized by the Tuscarawas River and proximity to the Ohio
Canal, facilitated transportation and trade. The construction of the Ohio and
Erie Canal in the 1830s was a pivotal development, linking Tuscarawas County
to larger markets.

Key Industries and Infrastructure

Several industries shaped the economic landscape:

Coal Mining: The county is part of Ohio’s coal-rich Appalachian region.
Coal mining emerged as a major employer, fueling local economies and
contributing to regional industrialization.

Steel and Manufacturing: Proximity to railroads and waterways enabled
the growth of steel mills and manufacturing plants, particularly in
towns like Dover and New Philadelphia.

Agriculture: Despite industrial growth, agriculture remained vital.
Farmers cultivated grains, livestock, and dairy, supporting both local
consumption and export markets.

The arrival of the railroad in the mid-19th century further enhanced
Tuscarawas County’s connectivity. Rail lines linked the county to Cleveland,



Columbus, and Pittsburgh, facilitating the movement of goods and people.

Cultural and Social Evolution

The history of Tuscarawas County Ohio is not solely defined by economic
progress but also by its cultural and social development. The county became a
melting pot of diverse ethnic groups, primarily German immigrants, who
influenced local traditions, language, and community structures.

Religious and Educational Institutions

Religious congregations played a central role in community life. Churches of
various denominations—including Lutheran, Methodist, Catholic, and
Reformed—were established early on, reflecting the settlers’ origins and
values. Many of these institutions remain active today, preserving historical
architecture and cultural heritage.

Education also advanced steadily. The establishment of public schools in the
19th century, followed by institutions like Kent State University Tuscarawas,
demonstrated a commitment to learning and civic engagement. These educational
developments contributed to the county’s social mobility and workforce skill
development.

Role in Ohio and National History

Tuscarawas County has intersected with broader historical currents in
significant ways. During the Civil War, the county provided soldiers to the
Union army and was involved in wartime support activities. Post-war
industrialization aligned with Ohio’s transformation into an industrial
powerhouse.

In the 20th century, Tuscarawas County experienced demographic shifts,
including urbanization and the decline of traditional manufacturing. Like
many Rust Belt regions, it grappled with economic restructuring but sought to
diversify through education, healthcare, and service industries.

Historic Landmarks and Preservation

The county is home to several historic sites that reflect its layered past:

Historic Schoenbrunn Village: One of the oldest settlements in Ohio,
this reconstructed Moravian mission village offers insights into early
Native American and European interactions.

Tuscarawas County Courthouse: An architectural landmark in New
Philadelphia, symbolizing legal and civic history.

Iron Furnace and Canal Locks: Remnants of industrial heritage that
showcase 19th-century technological advancements.



Preservation efforts have been crucial in maintaining these sites, fostering
tourism, and educating the public about the county’s heritage.

Contemporary Reflections on the History of
Tuscarawas County Ohio

Today, Tuscarawas County balances respect for its historical legacy with
contemporary challenges and opportunities. Its strategic location, natural
beauty, and cultural assets continue to attract residents and visitors alike.
Understanding the history of Tuscarawas County Ohio provides context for its
current identity, economic initiatives, and community values.

The county’s journey—from indigenous lands and frontier settlements to
industrial center and modern community—illustrates broader American themes of
transformation, resilience, and adaptation. As Tuscarawas County navigates
the 21st century, its history remains a foundational element for informed
planning and cultural appreciation.
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