
handbook of language ethnic identity

**Handbook of Language Ethnic Identity: Exploring the Intersection of Language and Culture**

handbook of language ethnic identity offers a fascinating gateway into understanding how language

shapes, reflects, and sometimes even challenges ethnic identity. The connection between the

language we speak and the ethnic group we identify with is intricate and deeply rooted in history,

culture, and social interaction. This exploration dives into how languages serve as carriers of ethnic

heritage, tools for social cohesion, and markers of identity in an increasingly globalized world.

Understanding the Concept of Language and Ethnic Identity

Language is more than just a means of communication; it represents a profound cultural heritage.

Ethnic identity, on the other hand, is about a sense of belonging to a particular group with shared

ancestry, traditions, and often a common language. The handbook of language ethnic identity delves

into how these two aspects intertwine—how language can both define and be defined by ethnic

belonging.

The Role of Language in Shaping Ethnic Identity

Language acts as a vessel carrying the stories, values, and traditions unique to an ethnic group. When

people speak a specific language, they're not only communicating words but also reinforcing their

connection to their ethnic roots. For example, many indigenous communities use their native tongues

as a cornerstone of cultural preservation, resisting assimilation pressures and maintaining a distinct

ethnic identity.

In multilingual societies, language choice can be a powerful statement of ethnic pride or political



resistance. The handbook of language ethnic identity explores cases where language revitalization

movements emerge as ethnic groups strive to reclaim lost heritage and assert their identity through

linguistic revival.

Language Maintenance and Shift

One of the critical themes in the handbook is the phenomenon of language maintenance versus

language shift. Language maintenance refers to the efforts made by ethnic communities to continue

using their ancestral language across generations, while language shift occurs when a community

gradually abandons its heritage language in favor of another, often dominant, language.

This dynamic is influenced by social, political, and economic factors. For instance, immigrant

communities might encourage bilingualism to balance integration with cultural preservation. The

handbook highlights strategies and challenges these communities face, emphasizing the role of

education, family practices, and community institutions in sustaining ethnic languages.

Ethnic Identity in the Context of Globalization and Migration

Globalization and increased migration have complicated the relationship between language and ethnic

identity. As people move and mix, so do languages, creating new linguistic landscapes and sometimes

blurring ethnic boundaries.

Hybrid Identities and Lingua Francas

The handbook of language ethnic identity pays special attention to hybrid identities that emerge when

individuals blend elements from multiple ethnic backgrounds and languages. For example, second-

generation immigrants often navigate between their parents’ heritage language and the dominant



language of their new country, leading to unique bilingual or even multilingual identities.

Additionally, lingua francas—common languages used to bridge communication gaps—play a significant

role in shaping ethnic identity in multicultural contexts. While they can facilitate communication, they

may also contribute to the erosion of minority languages and thus impact ethnic identity.

Language Policy and Ethnic Minorities

Language policies at the governmental level have profound implications for ethnic identity. The

handbook explores how official recognition or suppression of certain languages affects ethnic

minorities’ sense of belonging and cultural survival.

For example, policies promoting monolingualism can marginalize minority language speakers, leading

to diminished ethnic pride. Conversely, inclusive language policies that support multilingual education

and public use of minority languages often empower ethnic groups and foster social cohesion.

Practical Insights from the Handbook of Language Ethnic

Identity

For educators, policymakers, and community leaders, the handbook offers valuable guidance on

navigating the complex landscape of language and ethnic identity.

Promoting Bilingual Education

Bilingual education emerges as a vital tool for sustaining ethnic languages while equipping individuals

with skills in dominant languages. The handbook emphasizes models that respect and incorporate

students’ linguistic backgrounds, which not only support academic achievement but also reinforce



ethnic identity.

Community Engagement and Cultural Programs

The handbook underscores the importance of community-driven initiatives such as cultural festivals,

language workshops, and storytelling events. These activities create spaces where language and

ethnic identity are celebrated and passed on organically.

Technology and Language Preservation

In the digital age, technology offers new avenues for language preservation and ethnic identity

reinforcement. The handbook discusses how mobile apps, social media, and online platforms can

support minority languages, connect dispersed communities, and raise awareness about ethnic

heritage.

Challenges in Studying Language and Ethnic Identity

Despite its importance, researching the link between language and ethnic identity is complex. The

handbook addresses methodological challenges such as defining ethnic boundaries, accounting for

individual variation, and navigating politicized contexts.

Researchers must consider how language usage can be fluid and symbolic rather than strictly tied to

ethnic group membership. The handbook advocates for interdisciplinary approaches combining

linguistics, anthropology, sociology, and political science to capture the multifaceted nature of this

relationship.



Ethical Considerations

Working with ethnic communities demands sensitivity and respect. The handbook highlights ethical

considerations, including informed consent, community collaboration, and avoiding exploitative or

essentialist portrayals of ethnic identities.

Future Directions

Looking ahead, the handbook suggests areas for future study, such as the impact of digital

communication on language and ethnic identity, the experiences of mixed-ethnicity individuals, and the

effects of climate-induced migration on linguistic landscapes.

Language and ethnic identity will continue to evolve, influenced by social change, technological

innovation, and cultural exchange. The handbook of language ethnic identity serves as an essential

guide for anyone interested in these ongoing transformations.

Engaging with this handbook illuminates the deep connections between the words we speak and the

communities we belong to, offering both academic insight and practical strategies for nurturing the rich

tapestry of human cultural diversity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 'Handbook of Language and Ethnic Identity' about?

The 'Handbook of Language and Ethnic Identity' explores the relationship between language and

ethnic identity, examining how language shapes, reflects, and maintains ethnic group identities in

various social and cultural contexts.



Who are the primary contributors to the 'Handbook of Language and

Ethnic Identity'?

The handbook features contributions from leading scholars in sociolinguistics, anthropology, and ethnic

studies who specialize in the intersections of language use and ethnic identity formation.

How does language influence ethnic identity according to the

handbook?

According to the handbook, language serves as a key marker of ethnic identity by providing a means

for group members to communicate, express cultural heritage, and differentiate themselves from

others.

Can the 'Handbook of Language and Ethnic Identity' be used for

academic research?

Yes, the handbook is a valuable resource for researchers and students interested in sociolinguistics,

ethnic studies, cultural anthropology, and related fields, providing theoretical frameworks and case

studies.

Does the handbook address language preservation and revitalization?

Yes, it includes discussions on language preservation and revitalization efforts as crucial components

of maintaining ethnic identity among minority and indigenous groups.

What kinds of case studies are included in the handbook?

The handbook includes diverse case studies from around the world, illustrating how different ethnic

communities use language to construct and negotiate their identities.



Is the 'Handbook of Language and Ethnic Identity' suitable for

beginners?

While some sections are advanced, the handbook generally provides clear explanations and can be

useful for both beginners and advanced readers interested in the topic.

How does the handbook address bilingualism and ethnic identity?

The handbook discusses bilingualism as a complex factor in ethnic identity, showing how speaking

multiple languages can both strengthen and complicate an individual's or group's sense of ethnic

belonging.

Where can I access the 'Handbook of Language and Ethnic Identity'?

The handbook is available through academic publishers, university libraries, and online platforms such

as Google Books and Amazon, often in both print and digital formats.

Additional Resources

Handbook of Language Ethnic Identity: A Comprehensive Exploration

handbook of language ethnic identity stands as a pivotal resource in understanding the intricate

relationship between language and ethnic identity across diverse cultures and societies. As

globalization intensifies and multicultural interactions become the norm, the significance of language as

a marker of ethnic identity has garnered increasing scholarly attention. This handbook offers a

multifaceted examination of how language operates not merely as a communicative tool but as a

profound symbol of cultural heritage, belonging, and social boundaries.

At the heart of the handbook’s exploration is the dynamic interplay between language practices and

ethnic self-identification. It delves into how linguistic choices shape, reinforce, or sometimes challenge

ethnic identities. This approach is crucial for linguists, sociologists, anthropologists, and policymakers



alike, providing a nuanced framework that goes beyond simplistic associations of language with

ethnicity.

Understanding Language as a Vehicle of Ethnic Identity

Language is more than grammar and vocabulary; it is a repository of history, tradition, and collective

memory. The handbook of language ethnic identity underscores this by illustrating how language

functions as a repository of ethnic identity markers. These markers manifest in dialects, accents,

idiomatic expressions, and even language maintenance or shift within diasporic communities.

A key theme in the handbook is the concept of “ethnolinguistic vitality,” which assesses a community’s

ability to sustain its language and, by extension, its ethnic identity. Factors influencing vitality include

institutional support, demographic strength, and prestige within larger societies. The handbook’s

analysis shows how strong ethnolinguistic vitality contributes to the resilience of ethnic identities,

especially under pressures of assimilation or language loss.

Language Maintenance and Shift: Challenges and Strategies

One of the most pressing issues addressed in the handbook is the phenomenon of language shift,

where speakers gradually abandon their heritage language in favor of a dominant language. This shift

poses significant threats to ethnic identity preservation, especially among immigrant communities and

indigenous populations.

Through case studies and empirical data, the handbook illustrates various factors leading to language

shift, such as socio-economic pressures, educational policies, and intergenerational language

transmission gaps. Conversely, it highlights successful language maintenance strategies, including

community-driven language revitalization programs, bilingual education models, and the role of digital

media in promoting minority languages.



Language, Identity, and Power Dynamics

The intersection of language, ethnic identity, and power is a critical analytical lens in the handbook.

Language not only symbolizes ethnic belonging but also operates within broader socio-political

hierarchies. The handbook provides an in-depth look at how dominant languages can marginalize

minority ethnic languages, leading to issues of linguistic discrimination and cultural erasure.

Moreover, it unpacks scenarios where language becomes a site of resistance and empowerment.

Ethnic groups often reclaim their linguistic heritage as a form of political activism and cultural

affirmation, challenging hegemonic narratives and asserting their rights in multicultural states.

Comparative Perspectives and Cross-Cultural Insights

A distinctive feature of the handbook of language ethnic identity is its comparative approach. It draws

upon examples from diverse geopolitical contexts, ranging from indigenous languages in the Americas

to immigrant communities in Europe and Asia. This global perspective enriches the understanding of

how language-ethnicity dynamics vary according to historical, political, and social contexts.

For instance, the handbook contrasts the assimilationist language policies in some nation-states with

more pluralistic models that promote multilingualism and ethnic diversity. Such comparisons illuminate

the varying degrees of success and challenges in preserving ethnic identities through language.

Key Features of the Handbook

Interdisciplinary Framework: Integrates linguistics, sociology, anthropology, and political science

to provide a holistic view.



Empirical Case Studies: Includes qualitative and quantitative research from multiple continents.

Theoretical Foundations: Explores concepts like ethnolinguistic identity theory and social identity

theory.

Policy Implications: Addresses how language planning and education influence ethnic identity

preservation.

Contemporary Relevance: Discusses the impact of globalization, migration, and digital

communication.

Pros and Cons of the Handbook’s Approach

While the handbook provides an exhaustive and nuanced exploration, certain limitations are worth

noting. Its broad scope might challenge readers seeking in-depth focus on specific ethnic groups or

languages. Additionally, the rapidly evolving nature of language practices in digital contexts means

some analyses may require ongoing updates.

On the positive side, the handbook’s interdisciplinary and comparative methodology allows for a richer

understanding of complex phenomena. It equips scholars and practitioners with theoretical tools and

practical insights that are vital for effective language policy and ethnic identity advocacy.

The Role of Technology and Modern Communication in Ethnic

Language Identity

In contemporary society, digital technology profoundly influences language use and ethnic identity. The



handbook addresses how social media platforms, online communities, and language learning apps

serve as new arenas for ethnic language preservation and identity construction.

The democratization of content creation enables minority language speakers to produce and share

cultural materials widely, fostering renewed interest and pride in ethnic languages. However, the

handbook also cautions about the digital divide and the potential for dominant languages to

overshadow minority tongues online.

Future Directions in the Study of Language and Ethnic Identity

Looking ahead, the handbook highlights emerging research areas such as the impact of artificial

intelligence on language preservation, the role of transnational networks in sustaining ethnic identities,

and the sociolinguistic implications of increasing multilingualism in urban centers.

These future directions underscore the handbook’s ongoing relevance as a foundational text that not

only reflects current scholarship but also anticipates evolving challenges and opportunities at the nexus

of language and ethnic identity.

---

By weaving together theory, empirical evidence, and policy discussions, the handbook of language

ethnic identity presents a comprehensive and timely resource that deepens our understanding of how

language shapes and is shaped by ethnic identity. Its balanced presentation equips readers with the

analytical tools necessary to engage thoughtfully with the complexities of language use in ethnically

diverse societies.
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  handbook of language ethnic identity: Handbook of Language and Ethnic Identity Joshua A.
Fishman, 1999-04 Since the ethnic revival of the last twenty years, there has been a substantial and
interdisciplinary change in our understanding of the link between these fundamental aspects of our
identity.
  handbook of language ethnic identity: Handbook of Language & Ethnic Identity Joshua A.
Fishman, 1999
  handbook of language ethnic identity: Handbook of Language and Ethnic Identity
Emeritus at Yeshiva University Joshua A. Fishman Distinguished University Research Professor of
Social Sciences, 1999-03-08 This volume presents a comprehensive introduction to the connection
between language and ethnicity. Since the ethnic revival of the last twenty years, there has been a
substantial and interdisciplinary change in our understanding of the connection between these
fundamental aspects of our identity. The distinguished sociolinguist Joshua Fishman has
commissioned over 25 previously unpublished papers on every facet of the subject. The volume is
divided into two sections, the first examining disciplinary perspectives on the subject; the second
uses the prism of geography, looking at the subject in the context of Africa, Scandinavia, Germany
and the rest of Western Europe, North America and elsewhere. The volume is truly interdisciplinary
and the contributors are all distinguished figures in their fields. Each chapter is followed by thought
provoking questions and essential bibliography, and Fishman pulls together the various views that
have been expressed and shows how they differ and how they are alike.The volume is useful as a
scholarly reference, a resource for the lay reader, and can also be used as a text in ethnicity courses.
  handbook of language ethnic identity: Handbook of Language & Ethnic Identity Joshua
A. Fishman, Ofelia García, Oxford University Press, 2010 This volume presents a comprehensive
introduction to the connection between language and ethnicity.
  handbook of language ethnic identity: Bilingualism and Identity Mercedes Niño-Murcia,
Jason Rothman, 2008 Sociolinguists have been pursuing connections between language and identity
for several decades. But how are language and identity related in bilingualism and multilingualism?
Mobilizing the most current methodology, this collection presents new research on language identity
and bilingualism in three regions where Spanish coexists with other languages. The cases are
Spanish-English contact in the United States, Spanish-indigenous language contact in Latin America,
and Spanish-regional language contact in Spain. This is the first comparativist book to examine
language and identity construction among bi- or multilingual speakers while keeping one of the
languages constant. The sociolinguistic standing of Spanish varies among the three regions
depending whether or not it is a language of prestige. Comparisons therefore afford a strong
constructivist perspective on how linguistic ideologies affect bi/multilingual identity formation.
  handbook of language ethnic identity: Language, Ethnic Identity and the State William
Safran, J.A. Laponce, 2014-02-04 This new study powerfully asserts the pivotal importance of the
interplay between language and ethnicity, which is often underestimated as a component for
political stability. These leading scholars present five key case studies of South Africa, Algeria,
Canada, Latvia and Senegal. All five countries are multilingual nations where language has been a
central political issue that has challenged their unity and stability. These studies are underpinned by
two general, comparative and theoretical discussions, which analyse how scholars consider social
class and economic factors to be the primary sources for political cohesion or of malcontent with the
system and the new avenues opened by a focus on issues of langauge. This book will be of great
interest to all students and scholars of linguistics, language, politics and sociology. This is a special
issue of the leading journal Nationalism and Ethnic Politics.
  handbook of language ethnic identity: The Language, Ethnicity and Race Reader Roxy
Harris, Ben Rampton, 2003 This Reader collects in one volume the key readings on language,
ethnicity and race. Using linguistic and cultural analysis, it explores changing ideas of race and the
ways in which these ideas shape human communication.
  handbook of language ethnic identity: Language Revitalisation in Gaelic Scotland
Dunmore Stuart S. Dunmore, 2019-07-17 Situated within the interrelated disciplines of



sociolinguistics and sociology of language, this book explores the language use and attitudinal
perceptions of a sample of 130 adults who received Gaelic-medium education (GME) at primary
school, during the first years of that system's availability in Scotland. As the first students to have
attended GME are now in their late 20s and 30s, this volume offers a timely examination of the
long-term outcomes of the system in its earliest years, and of the future prospects for Gaelic
language maintenance and revitalisation in Scotland.The book presents in-depth discussion and
analysis of narratives in order to demonstrate former Gaelic-medium students' present-day
relationships to the languages they speak, offering fascinating insights into the possible reasons -
historical, ideological and personal - for these relationships. This book presents the first open
assessment of the outcomes of Gaelic-medium education in Scotland, and offers suggestions for
individuals and policymakers seeking to revitalise languages internationally.
  handbook of language ethnic identity: Handbook on Endangered South Asian and
Southeast Asian Languages Niladri Sekhar Dash, S. Arulmozi, N. Ramesh, 2025-07-04 The
handbook delves into the linguistic features of Southeast Asian and South Asian endangered
languages, providing detailed descriptions and analyses. Each chapter covers a range of topics,
including linguistic properties, extralinguistic aspects, and issues related to preserving and
promoting endangered languages. The book also includes an ethnolinguistic profile for each
language, discussing its official status, state of endangerment, demography, and usage. It discusses
the methodological issues related to collecting and analyzing linguistic data. Furthermore, the book
describes the unique linguistic features of each language, covering phonology, morphology,
morphosyntax, and other linguistic aspects. By doing so, the book highlights how new linguistic
features and findings can reflect on the community. Given the context of UNESCO's declaration of
the 'International Decade of Indigenous Languages 2022-2032', this book offers valuable insights for
students, researchers, policymakers, government agencies, educators, and linguists. It is an
informative volume for scholars working on various endangered languages worldwide.
  handbook of language ethnic identity: The Handbook of Bilingualism and
Multilingualism Tej K. Bhatia, William C. Ritchie, 2014-09-15 **Honored as a 2013 Choice
Outstanding Academic Title** Comprising state-of-the-art research, this substantially expanded and
revised Handbook discusses the latest global and interdisciplinary issues across bilingualism and
multilingualism. Includes the addition of ten new authors to the contributor team, and coverage of
seven new topics ranging from global media to heritage language learning Provides extensively
revised coverage of bilingual and multilingual communities, polyglot aphasia, creolization,
indigenization, linguistic ecology and endangered languages, multilingualism, and forensic
linguistics Brings together a global team of internationally-renowned researchers from different
disciplines Covers a wide variety of topics, ranging from neuro- and psycho-linguistic research to
studies of media and psychological counseling Assesses the latest issues in worldwide linguistics,
including the phenomena and the conceptualization of 'hyperglobalization', and emphasizes
geographical centers of global conflict and commerce
  handbook of language ethnic identity: The Cambridge Handbook of Sociolinguistics Rajend
Mesthrie, 2011-10-06 The most comprehensive overview available, this Handbook is an essential
guide to sociolinguistics today. Reflecting the breadth of research in the field, it surveys a range of
topics and approaches in the study of language variation and use in society. As well as linguistic
perspectives, the handbook includes insights from anthropology, social psychology, the study of
discourse and power, conversation analysis, theories of style and styling, language contact and
applied sociolinguistics. Language practices seem to have reached new levels since the
communications revolution of the late twentieth century. At the same time face-to-face
communication is still the main force of language identity, even if social and peer networks of the
traditional face-to-face nature are facing stiff competition of the Facebook-to-Facebook sort. The
most authoritative guide to the state of the field, this handbook shows that sociolinguistics provides
us with the best tools for understanding our unfolding evolution as social beings.
  handbook of language ethnic identity: Multilingualism Efurosibina E. Adegbija, 2004



Adegbija puts a national and international,searchlight on the Nigerian socio-linguistic,scenario
through a description and analysis of the,language landscape in its various,ramifications. He
provides a readily accessiblestimulating and fairly comprehensive description,of the language
situation, including the functions,of languages, language choice, language attitudesthe plight and
destiny of minority languages and,the planning, management and engineering of,multilingualism in
the Nigerian context.
  handbook of language ethnic identity: Upper Sorbian Language Policy in Education
Nicole Dołowy-Rybińska, 2023-02-13 This book deals with the tension between a strategy of
language maintenance (protecting and reinforcing the language where it is still spoken by
community members) and a strategy of language revitalization (opening up access to the language
to all interested people and encouraging new domains of its use). The case study presented concerns
a grammar school in Upper Lusatia, which hosts the coexistence of a community of Upper
Sorbian-speakers and a group of German native speakers who are learning Upper Sorbian at school.
The tensions between these two groups studying at the same school are presented in this book
against the background of various language strategies, practices and ideologies. The conflict of
interests between the “traditional” community which perceives itself as the “guardians” of the
minority language and its potential new speakers is played off on different levels by policy-makers
and may be read through different levels of language policy and planning.
  handbook of language ethnic identity: Intergroup Communication Howard Giles, 2005
Annotation This book provides a comprehensive introduction to the study of intergroup
communication. Chapters apply Social Identity Theory and related perspectives to communication
phenomena. Contributions from international scholars describe communication processes across
cultures, gender and sexuality, disability, linguistic, and age groups. The important role that
intergroup processes play in interpersonal, small group, organizational and mass communication is
explicated, along with the implications for communication using new technology. The book will be
invaluable for scholars in the areas of communication and intergroup social psychology, and is suited
for upper division undergraduate and introductory graduate courses in those areas.
  handbook of language ethnic identity: Political Independence with Linguistic Servitude
Samuel Gyasi Obeng, Beverly Hartford, 2002 This book addresses important issues to the
democratisation and development initiatives of developing countries. In many former colonies, the
government remains centralised, and many in the population are unable to fully participate in its
functioning. A critical difference between being a subject and a citizen is the ability to partake in
governance. Such involvement requires knowledge, literacy, and the availability of literature in local
and national languages. This book challenges policy makers and scholars to find creative ways of
fostering political empowerment through developing language programmes.
  handbook of language ethnic identity: Language, Society and Ideologies in Multilingual
Egypt Valentina Serreli, 2024-03-18 The book explores the change over time in language-society
relations in a multilingual periphery of Egypt. It examines the role of language ideologies in the
construction and negotiation of social identities in the processes of contact, maintenance and shift
typical of multilingualism. Based on extensive fieldwork and interviews, it is the first of its kind to
portray the inventory of linguistic and accompanying non-linguistic behaviors observed within and
between different ethnolinguistic groups in the Siwa Oasis. It provides first-hand information about
the linguistic habits of Siwan women, an aspect which is generally difficult to access in this
gender-segregated community. The book sheds light on Berber-Arabic contact at the core of the
Arab world and at a critical time when individual linguistic repertoires are expanding and Arabic is
emerging as a powerful resource.
  handbook of language ethnic identity: Language and Ethnonationalism in Contemporary
West Central Balkans Adnan Ajšić, 2021-06-03 This book uses a specialized corpus of public
language-related discourse to investigate links between language ideologies and ethnonationalism in
contemporary West Central Balkans. Despite a century and a half of shared linguistic history, the
nations making up the central part of former Yugoslavia continue to debate the ownership over the



common language, creating much animosity, some legal issues, and often absurd circumstances. At
the heart of the ongoing language debate over Central South Slavic is the belief in language as the
cornerstone of ethnonational identity and the legitimacy of ethnic groups’ claims to sovereignty.
Given a history of conflict and the recent resurgence in extreme ethnonationalism, an understanding
of ethnolinguistic contestation in the region is as important as ever. This book will be of interest to
social scientists working in fields as diverse as (applied) linguistics, anthropology, media studies,
political science, sociology and history, as well as other scholars with an interest in language and
society.
  handbook of language ethnic identity: Learning and Reconciliation Through Indigenous
Education in Oceania Pangelinan, Perry Jason Camacho, McVey, Troy, 2021-12-10 The mission of
higher education in the 21st century must address the reconciliation of student learning and
experiences through the lens of indigenous education and frameworks. Higher learning institutions
throughout the oceanic countries have established frameworks for addressing indigeneity through
the infusion of an indigenous perspectives curriculum. The incorporation of island indigenous
frameworks into their respective curriculums, colleges, and universities in the oceanic countries has
seen positive impact results on student learning, leading to the creation of authentic experiences in
higher education landscapes. Learning and Reconciliation Through Indigenous Education in Oceania
discusses ways of promoting active student learning and unique experiences through indigenous
scholarship and studies among contemporary college students. It seeks to provide an understanding
of the essential link between practices for incorporating island indigenous curriculum, strategies for
effective student learning, and course designs which are aligned with frameworks that address
indigeneity, and that place college teachers in the role of leaders for lifelong learning through
indigenous scholarship and studies in Oceania. It is ideal for professors, practitioners, researchers,
scholars, academicians, students, administrators, curriculum developers, and classroom designers.
  handbook of language ethnic identity: Representations of Finnishness in Sweden Lotta
Weckström, 2011-12-26 More than half a million Swedes – one in twenty – is of Finnish descent. This
book explores Finnishness, multilingualism and identities of young people with Finnish background
in Sweden. What does it mean to grow up in a Finnish family in Sweden? Who are ‘real Finns’ and
what does it take to be(come) one? Is a shared minority language essential for the survival of the
minority, or can a minority culture stay viable without it? What is Finnishness and who, in the end,
can define ethnicity? How to make sense of, and how to present interviews that are rich with
imitations of accents, jokes and laughter? Representations of Finnishness is Sweden is an
ethnographic interview study in the domain of applied language studies. This book is aimed at
readers interested in sociolinguistics, linguistic ethnography, and the study of identities.
Interviewees’ voices take a central position in this book and interview excerpts are used not only as
illustrations, but also serve as starting points for discussing broader theoretical concepts.
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