
figurative language in the things they carried
Figurative Language in *The Things They Carried*: Unpacking Tim O’Brien’s Literary Craft

figurative language in the things they carried plays a crucial role in shaping the emotional
depth and thematic resonance of Tim O’Brien’s seminal work. This collection of interconnected short
stories about the Vietnam War uses vivid imagery, symbolism, and metaphor to go beyond mere
recounting of events. Instead, it explores the psychological burdens soldiers bear, both tangible and
intangible. Understanding how O’Brien weaves figurative language into his narrative allows readers
to appreciate the complexity of war, memory, and trauma in a profoundly human way.

The Power of Symbolism in *The Things They Carried*

One of the most striking ways figurative language manifests in the book is through symbolism. The
very title hints at the symbolic weight of the objects the soldiers carry. These items are not just
physical supplies but also metaphors for emotional baggage, fear, hope, and guilt.

Objects as Emotional Anchors

O’Brien meticulously describes each soldier’s load—letters, photographs, weapons, and even
intangible feelings. For example, Lieutenant Cross carries letters from Martha, a woman he loves
but who does not return his affection. These letters symbolize his longing and distraction, which
affect his leadership and decisions. The objects become extensions of the characters’ inner lives,
turning ordinary gear into profound symbols of human experience.

The Weight of War Beyond the Physical

The “things” go beyond the physical, representing memories, grief, and responsibility. The
metaphorical weight is often heavier than the literal one. This use of symbolism helps readers
understand that soldiers do not just carry gear; they carry trauma and loss, often silently. This
figurative language invites empathy and a deeper connection with the characters.

Imagery That Evokes the Senses

Tim O’Brien’s use of vivid imagery is another cornerstone of figurative language in *The Things They
Carried*. By appealing to the senses, O’Brien places readers directly into the chaotic and visceral
experience of war.



Visual and Auditory Imagery

Descriptions of the jungle’s thick foliage, the sound of gunfire, and the feel of sweat-soaked uniforms
paint a sensory-rich picture. This sensory detail is more than just setting; it immerses readers in the
soldiers’ world, making the emotional and psychological struggles more palpable. Imagery functions
here as a bridge between the external war and the internal turmoil.

Emotional Resonance Through Descriptive Language

The imagery also conveys mood and tone. For instance, the oppressive heat and humidity symbolize
the stifling pressure the soldiers feel. The contrast between the beauty of the natural environment
and the horror of combat creates a powerful tension that underscores the complexity of their
experience. These vivid descriptions enable readers to feel what the soldiers feel, deepening the
narrative impact.

Metaphor and Simile: Conveying Complex Emotions

O’Brien’s skillful use of metaphor and simile enriches the text, allowing abstract emotions to become
tangible and relatable.

Metaphors That Reflect Psychological States

The burden of carrying “things” itself is a metaphor for the emotional and mental struggles
associated with war. For example, the “weight” of guilt or fear is not just figurative but is treated
almost as a physical presence. This metaphor helps articulate the invisible scars soldiers endure,
making complex psychological experiences accessible.

Similes That Capture Momentary Realities

Throughout the book, similes are used to create sharp, immediate images that stick with the reader.
For example, describing emotions or actions “like a stone in the stomach” or “as heavy as lead”
instantly communicates intensity and discomfort. These comparisons make intangible feelings more
understandable and relatable, enhancing reader engagement.

Personification and Its Role in Humanizing the War
Experience

Another effective use of figurative language in *The Things They Carried* is personification, which
breathes life into the environment and objects surrounding the soldiers.



The Jungle as an Opponent

The jungle is often described with human-like qualities—creeping, watching, or waiting. This
personification turns the landscape into an active participant in the war, almost a character itself. It
conveys the omnipresent danger and unpredictability the soldiers face, heightening the sense of
vulnerability and tension.

Objects That Seem to “Weigh” More Than Their Mass

Personifying the items the soldiers carry—like when the weight “presses down” or
“suffocates”—helps convey the emotional significance behind them. This literary technique allows
readers to sense the psychological burden in a concrete way, making the narrative more immersive
and emotionally charged.

How Figurative Language Enhances Themes in the
Novel

Beyond stylistic choices, figurative language in *The Things They Carried* plays a vital role in
illuminating the book’s central themes.

The Burden of Memory and Trauma

O’Brien’s metaphors and symbols continually remind readers that war’s impact extends far beyond
the battlefield. The memories and traumas are carried silently, affecting the soldiers long after the
fighting stops. Figurative language helps communicate this ongoing internal conflict in a way
straightforward prose might not.

The Blurred Lines Between Truth and Fiction

The book famously blurs the boundaries of fact and storytelling. Figurative language supports this
by creating layers of meaning that suggest emotional truth may be more important than factual
accuracy. This invites readers to consider how stories shape our understanding of reality and
memory.

Tips for Identifying Figurative Language in *The Things
They Carried*

If you’re diving into this work and want to uncover the rich figurative language O’Brien employs,
here are some helpful strategies:



Look for repeated objects or images: When O’Brien repeatedly references a particular
item, it often carries symbolic weight.

Pay attention to descriptive language: Notice how adjectives and sensory details create
mood and imply deeper meaning.

Consider the emotions behind physical descriptions: When weight or size is emphasized,
think about what emotional burden it might represent.

Notice comparisons: Watch for similes and metaphors that reveal character feelings or
thematic elements.

Reflect on personification: Identify when inanimate objects or environments seem alive, and
consider why the author chose this technique.

Engaging with these techniques will deepen your appreciation of how figurative language shapes the
narrative and emotional core of the book.

The Lasting Impact of Figurative Language in O’Brien’s
Storytelling

Ultimately, the figurative language in *The Things They Carried* transforms a war memoir into a
profound meditation on human experience. Through symbolism, imagery, metaphor, and
personification, Tim O’Brien not only tells the story of soldiers in Vietnam but also invites readers
into the complex inner world of trauma, memory, and survival. This literary craftsmanship makes the
book resonate across generations, continuing to speak to the universal burdens we all carry in our
lives.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is figurative language and how is it used in 'The Things
They Carried'?
Figurative language involves using words or expressions with meanings different from their literal
interpretation. In 'The Things They Carried,' Tim O'Brien employs figurative language such as
metaphors, similes, and personification to convey the emotional weight and psychological burdens
carried by soldiers during the Vietnam War.

Can you provide an example of a metaphor in 'The Things They
Carried'?
Yes, one notable metaphor is the title itself: 'the things they carried' refers not only to the physical



items soldiers carry but also the intangible burdens like fear, guilt, and memories. This metaphor
highlights the complex emotional and psychological experiences of war.

How does Tim O'Brien use similes to enhance the narrative in
'The Things They Carried'?
O'Brien uses similes to create vivid imagery and connect readers emotionally to the soldiers’
experiences. For example, he might describe a soldier’s fear as being 'like a heavy weight,' helping
readers visualize and feel the intensity of their emotions.

What role does personification play in the book's depiction of
war?
Personification is used to give human qualities to abstract concepts or objects, making the horrors of
war more relatable. For instance, the jungle or the war itself might be described as 'watching' or
'waiting,' which heightens the suspense and sense of danger.

How does figurative language contribute to the themes of
memory and trauma in 'The Things They Carried'?
Figurative language allows O'Brien to express the complexity of memory and trauma, illustrating
how past experiences linger and affect the soldiers. Metaphors and imagery depict memories as
burdens or ghosts, emphasizing their persistent impact on the characters’ lives.

Are there any symbols in 'The Things They Carried' that utilize
figurative language?
Yes, objects like the pebble carried by Lieutenant Cross symbolize love and distraction, using
figurative language to represent emotional weight. These symbols enrich the narrative by linking
physical items to internal struggles.

Why is figurative language important for understanding the
soldiers' perspectives in the novel?
Figurative language provides insight into the soldiers’ inner worlds, revealing feelings and thoughts
that might be difficult to express literally. It helps readers empathize with their experiences by
portraying the intangible aspects of war, such as fear, hope, and loss.

Additional Resources
**Exploring Figurative Language in The Things They Carried: A Literary Examination**

figurative language in the things they carried serves as a pivotal device that Tim O’Brien
employs to deepen the reader’s understanding of the Vietnam War’s psychological and emotional
terrain. Through metaphor, symbolism, and vivid imagery, O’Brien crafts a narrative that transcends
the literal, illuminating the burdens—both tangible and intangible—that soldiers bear. This article



delves into the nuanced use of figurative language in *The Things They Carried*, emphasizing how it
shapes themes, character development, and reader engagement.

The Role of Figurative Language in Defining War
Experience

In *The Things They Carried*, figurative language is not merely decorative but essential to
conveying the complex realities of war. The physical items the soldiers carry—ranging from weapons
to personal keepsakes—are imbued with symbolic weight, representing deeper emotional and
psychological states. O’Brien’s use of metaphor and simile creates layers of meaning that invite
readers to explore the soldiers’ inner lives beyond the battlefield.

By personifying objects and emotions, the narrative establishes a connection between the external
and internal burdens. For instance, the titular “things” are more than just gear; they symbolize fear,
guilt, love, and memory. This duality highlights the omnipresence of war’s impact, both on the body
and the mind.

Metaphor and Symbolism: The Weight of Memory and
Responsibility

One of the most prominent features of figurative language in the text is the metaphorical “weight”
the soldiers carry. The physical weight of items like ammunition and helmets is paralleled by the
emotional weight of responsibility and trauma. O’Brien writes:

“They carried all the emotional baggage of men who might die. Grief, terror, love, longing—these
were intangibles, but the intangibles had their own mass and specific gravity, they had tangible
weight.”

This metaphor transforms abstract emotions into something palpably heavy, underscoring how
intangible feelings can be as burdensome as physical objects. The interplay between literal and
figurative weight deepens the reader’s insight into the soldiers’ psyche, illustrating how war’s toll
extends far beyond the battlefield.

Imagery and Sensory Detail: Evoking the Landscape of War

O’Brien’s use of vivid imagery contributes significantly to the immersive quality of the narrative.
Descriptions of the Vietnamese landscape, combat scenes, and the soldiers’ interactions are rich
with sensory detail that evoke sight, sound, and touch. This figurative language paints a vivid
picture, allowing readers to experience the environment and tension intimately.

For example, the imagery of “the jungle was dark and thick, a breathing entity that could either
conceal or threaten” personifies nature as a living adversary. Such language emphasizes the
unpredictability and omnipresence of danger, mirroring the soldiers’ constant state of alertness and
vulnerability.



Figurative Language as a Tool for Character
Development

The nuanced use of figurative language also plays a crucial role in shaping the characters’ identities
and emotional arcs. Each soldier’s “carried” items often symbolize personal fears, desires, or
histories, providing insight into their individuality amid the collective experience of war.

Personal Symbols and Emotional Resonance

Characters’ possessions serve as figurative extensions of themselves. For instance, Lieutenant
Cross’s carrying of Martha’s letters symbolizes his longing for love and escape from the harsh
realities of war. The letters become a metaphor for hope and distraction, yet also guilt, as Cross
feels responsible for the lives lost under his command.

Similarly, Kiowa’s moccasins and Bible carry cultural and spiritual significance, representing his
heritage and moral compass. These items underscore his internal struggle to reconcile identity and
survival in a hostile environment.

Juxtaposition of Physical and Psychological Burdens

O’Brien’s figurative language often juxtaposes the tangible and intangible, reinforcing the theme
that war inflicts wounds beyond the physical. The soldiers’ burdens are not only material but also
psychological—fear, shame, love, and regret are “carried” alongside rifles and helmets.

This duality is reflected in the structural repetition of “carrying” throughout the narrative, which
functions as both a literal description and a metaphor for enduring trauma. The consistency of this
motif emphasizes how the soldiers’ experiences are inseparable from their emotional scars.

Comparative Analysis: Figurative Language in War
Literature

When compared with other war narratives, *The Things They Carried* distinguishes itself through
its concentrated use of figurative language to explore emotional depth. Unlike straightforward
historical accounts, O’Brien blends fact and fiction, using figurative devices to capture the subjective
reality of soldiers.

For example, Erich Maria Remarque’s *All Quiet on the Western Front* employs stark realism,
whereas O’Brien’s work uses metaphor and symbolism to engage with memory and myth-making.
This approach aligns with postmodern war literature’s tendency to question absolute truths and
highlight personal narratives.



The Pros and Cons of Figurative Language in Conveying War
Realities

Pros: Figurative language enriches the narrative, providing emotional resonance and layered
meanings. It allows readers to empathize with soldiers’ experiences and grasp complex
psychological states.

Cons: At times, the heavy use of metaphor might obscure factual clarity, potentially
complicating readers’ understanding of historical events. Some critics argue that figurative
language risks romanticizing or diluting the brutal realities of war.

Nonetheless, in *The Things They Carried*, the balance between figurative and literal elements
enhances the storytelling, making the war’s impact both tangible and deeply human.

Thematic Implications of Figurative Language

The figurative language in *The Things They Carried* reinforces central themes such as memory,
trauma, guilt, and the search for meaning. Through metaphor and symbolism, O’Brien conveys how
soldiers grapple with their experiences long after the fighting ends.

The recurring imagery of “carrying” functions as a metaphor for the enduring psychological burdens
of war veterans. This linguistic device invites reflection on the cumulative effects of trauma and the
complex process of healing.

By blurring the lines between reality and fiction, the figurative language also challenges readers to
consider the nature of truth in war narratives. It suggests that emotional truth can be as significant
as factual accuracy in understanding human experiences.

The interplay of figurative language throughout O’Brien’s work thus serves both an aesthetic and
philosophical purpose, enriching the text’s depth and resonance.

As readers navigate the dense symbolism and metaphorical language, they uncover not only the
soldiers’ external challenges but also the intangible struggles that define their lives. This literary
strategy makes *The Things They Carried* a compelling exploration of the multifaceted burdens
borne by those who serve in war.

Figurative Language In The Things They Carried

  figurative language in the things they carried: Motives For Metaphor James E. Seitz,
2010-06-15 Despite urgent calls for reform, composition, literature, and creative writing remain
territorial, competitive fields. This book imagines ways in which the three English camps can
reconnect. Seitz contends that the study of metaphor can advance curriculum reform precisely
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because of its unusual institutional position. By pronouncing equivalence in the very face of
difference, metaphor performs an irrational discursive act that takes us to the nexus of textual,
social, and ideological questions that have stirred such contentious debate in recent years over the
function of English studies itself. As perhaps the most radical (yet also quotidian) means by which
language negotiates difference, metaphor can help us to think about the politics of identification and
the curricular movements such a politics has inspired.
  figurative language in the things they carried: Cognition and Figurative Language
Richard P. Honeck, Robert R. Hoffman, 2018-10-31 Originally published in 1980, this is a book about
the psychology of figurative language. It is however, eclectic and therefore should be of interest to
professionals and students in education, linguistics, philosophy, sociolinguistics, and other
concerned with meaning and cognition. The editors felt there was a pressing need to bring together
the growing empirical efforts of this topic. In a sense, recognition of the theoretical importance of
figurative language symbolized the transition from the psycholinguistics of the 1960s to that of the
late 1970s, that is from a linguistic semantics to a more comprehensive psychological semantics with
a healthy respect for context, inference, world knowledge, and above all creative imagination. The
organization of the volume reflects the more basic, general concerns with cognition – from historical
and philosophical background, through problems of mental representation and semantic theory, to
developmental trends, and to applications in problem solving.
  figurative language in the things they carried: Go Figure! Julia Hans PhD, 2018-08-14 How
can I tell if a Bible verse is literal or figurative? What’s the difference between metaphor and
metonymy? How can I understand a parable? And what’s the function of figurative language
anyway? Go Figure! An Introduction to Figures of Speech in the Bible answers these and other
questions about figurative language used in Scripture. With its blend of scholarship and humor, the
book appeals to a variety of students. For newcomers, it serves as a way into the complex arena
known as figures of speech. And with many examples culled from popular culture, the book speaks
to a new generation of students. At the same time, for those more seasoned in the Scriptures, the
endnotes, bibliography, introduction, and appendices offer ample material for further study. Unique
Features of this book More than 1200 Bible verses Topical arrangement Expanded definitions
Research from various disciplines, spanning several generations Examples from popular culture
Examples from the Scriptures Annotated bibliography Scripture Index Original essays Q and A’s “I
found the book to be an easy-to-understand presentation of many of the figures of speech frequently
used in the Bible. I trust this work will be a valuable introductory study of figures of speech to
students of the Scriptures in the years to come.” —Rev. Walter J. Cummins, author of A Journey
Through the Acts and Epistles: The Authorized King James Version with Note and a Working
Translation, Vols. 1 and 2.
  figurative language in the things they carried: Mental Illness in Young Adult Literature
Kia Jane Richmond, 2018-12-07 This book explores how mental illness is portrayed in 21st-century
young adult fiction and how selected works can help teachers, librarians, and mental health
professionals to more effectively address the needs of students combating mental illness. Mental
Illness in Young Adult Literature: Exploring Real Struggles through Fictional Characters highlights
American young adult literature published since the year 2000 that features characters grappling
with mental illness. Chapters focus on mental disorders identified by the most recent Diagnostic and
Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders (DSM-5), including anxiety, depression, bipolar disorder,
schizophrenia, ADHD, and OCD. Each chapter begins with a description of a mental illness that
includes its prevalence, demographic trends, symptoms, related disorders, and treatment options
before examining a selection of young adult texts in depth. Analysis of the texts explores how a
mental illness manifests for a particular character, how that character perceives him- or herself and
is perceived by others, and what treatment or support he or she receives. The connections between
mental illness and race, ethnicity, gender, sexuality, and identity are examined, and relevant
research from education, psychology, and adolescent health is thoroughly integrated. Each chapter
also provides a list of additional readings. An appendix offers strategies for integrating young adult



literature into health curricula and other programs.
  figurative language in the things they carried: CULTURAL STUDIES NARAYAN
CHANGDER, 2024-01-06 Note: Anyone can request the PDF version of this practice set/workbook by
emailing me at cbsenet4u@gmail.com. I will send you a PDF version of this workbook. This book has
been designed for candidates preparing for various competitive examinations. It contains many
objective questions specifically designed for different exams. Answer keys are provided at the end of
each page. It will undoubtedly serve as the best preparation material for aspirants. This book is an
engaging quiz eBook for all and offers something for everyone. This book will satisfy the curiosity of
most students while also challenging their trivia skills and introducing them to new information. Use
this invaluable book to test your subject-matter expertise. Multiple-choice exams are a common
assessment method that all prospective candidates must be familiar with in today?s academic
environment. Although the majority of students are accustomed to this MCQ format, many are not
well-versed in it. To achieve success in MCQ tests, quizzes, and trivia challenges, one requires
test-taking techniques and skills in addition to subject knowledge. It also provides you with the skills
and information you need to achieve a good score in challenging tests or competitive examinations.
Whether you have studied the subject on your own, read for pleasure, or completed coursework, it
will assess your knowledge and prepare you for competitive exams, quizzes, trivia, and more.
  figurative language in the things they carried: National Educational Technology Standards
for Teachers International Society for Technology in Education, 2002 Standards were developed to
guide educational leaders in recognizing and addressing the essential conditions for effective use of
technology to support P-12 education.
  figurative language in the things they carried: Do Metaphors Dream of Literal Sleep?
Seo-Young Chu, 2011-01-15 In culture and scholarship, science-fictional worlds are perceived as
unrealistic and altogether imaginary. Seo-Young Chu offers a bold challenge to this perception of the
genre, arguing instead that science fiction is a form of “high-intensity realism” capable of
representing non-imaginary objects that elude more traditional, “realist” modes of representation.
Powered by lyric forces that allow it to transcend the dichotomy between the literal and the
figurative, science fiction has the capacity to accommodate objects of representation that are
themselves neither entirely figurative nor entirely literal in nature. Chu explores the globalized
world, cyberspace, war trauma, the Korean concept of han, and the rights of robots, all as referents
for which she locates science-fictional representations in poems, novels, music, films, visual pieces,
and other works ranging within and without previous demarcations of the science fiction genre. In
showing the divide between realism and science fiction to be illusory, Do Metaphors Dream of
Literal Sleep? sheds new light on the value of science fiction as an aesthetic and philosophical
resource—one that matters more and more as our everyday realities grow increasingly resistant to
straightforward representation.
  figurative language in the things they carried: Love & Literacy Paul Bambrick-Santoyo,
Stephen Chiger, 2021-05-04 When our students enter middle and high school, the saying goes that
they stop learning to read and start reading to learn. Then why is literacy still a struggle for so many
of our students? The reality is that elementary school isn’t designed to prepare students for Othello
and Song of Solomon: so what do we do? Love and Literacy steps into the classrooms of
extraordinary teachers who have guided students to the highest levels of literacy. There is magic in
their teaching, but that magic is replicable. It starts with a simple premise: kids fall in love with
texts when they understand them, and that understanding comes from the right knowledge and/or
the right strategy at the right time. Love and Literacy dissects the moves of successful teachers and
schools and leaves you with the tools to make these your own: Research-based best practices in
facilitating discourse, building curriculum, guiding student comprehension and analysis, creating a
class culture where literacy thrives, and more Video clips of middle and high school teachers
implementing these practices An online, print-ready Reading and Writing Handbook that places
every tool at your fingertips to implement effectively Discussion questions for your own professional
learning or book study group Great reading is more than just liking books: it’s having the



knowledge, skill, and desire to experience any text in all its fullness. Love and Literacy guides you to
create environments where students can build the will and wherewithal to truly fall in love with
literacy.
  figurative language in the things they carried: Writing as a Way of Healing Louise Desalvo,
2000-03-17 In this inspiring book, based on her twenty years of research, highly acclaimed author
and teacher Louise DeSalvo reveals the healing power of writing. DeSalvo shows how anyone can
use writing as a way to heal the emotional and physical wounds that are an inevitable part of life.
Contrary to what most self-help books claim, just writing won't help you; in fact, there's abundant
evidence that the wrong kind of writing can be damaging. DeSalvo's program is based on the best
available and most recent scientific studies about the efficacy of using writing as a restorative tool.
With insight and wit, she illuminates how writers, from Virginia Woolf to Henry Miller to Audre
Lorde to Isabel Allende, have been transformed by the writing process. Writing as a Way of Healing
includes valuable advice and practical techniques to guide and inspire both experienced and
beginning writers.
  figurative language in the things they carried: The Churchman , 1906
  figurative language in the things they carried: THE STANDARD DICTIONARY OF
FACTS: A PRACTICAL HANDBOOK OF READY REFERENCE BASED UPON EVERYDAY
NEEDS , 1922
  figurative language in the things they carried: Sometimes Reading is Hard Robin Bright,
2021-08-24 When students say that reading is boring, difficult, overwhelming, or they cannot find a
good book, it is almost impossible to sell them on the idea that reading is fun and worthwhile.
Sometimes Reading is Hard shows teachers how to develop the skills students need to be successful
and how to cultivate passionate, lifelong readers. An intriguing look at the science of reading, the
book helps teachers understand the foundations upon which language and reading are learned so
they can make their own good decisions about programs, resources, strategies, and activities.
Classroom vignettes, promising practices, and step-by-step activities illustrate how teachers can
weave teaching the skills of decoding, vocabulary, comprehension, and fluency with real reasons to
read. This hands-on teacher resource shows what a comprehensive, research-based reading program
looks like in action.
  figurative language in the things they carried: The Light of Truth as Revealed in the Holy
Scriptures Levi Rightmyer, 1916
  figurative language in the things they carried: The Revelation Jasper Seaton Hughes, 1910
  figurative language in the things they carried: Encyclopædia Britannica , 1781
  figurative language in the things they carried: Encyclopaedia Britannica; Or, A
Dictionary Of Arts, Sciences, And Miscellaneous Literature; Constructed on a Plan, By
Which The Different Sciences And Arts Are Digested Into the Form of Distinct Treatises Or
Systems, Comprehending The History, Theory, and Practice, of Each, According to the
Latest Discoveries and Improvements; And Full Explanations Given Of The Various
Detached Parts of Knowledge, Whether Relating To Natural and Artificial Objects, Or to
Matters Ecclesiastical, Civil, Military, Commercial, [et]c. Including Elucidations of the
Most Important Topics Relative to Religion, Morals, Manners, and the Oeconomy Of Life:
Together With A Description of All the Countries, Cities, Principal Mountains, Seas, Rivers,
[et]c. Throughout the World; A General History, Ancient and Modern, of the Different
Empires, Kingdoms, and States; And An Account of the Lives of the Most Eminent Persons
in Every Nation, from the Earliest Ages Down to the Present Times , 1797
  figurative language in the things they carried: The Book of Ezekiel and its Influence
Johannes Tromp, 2017-03-02 The Book of the Old Testament prophet Ezekiel (6th century B.C.E.) is
a book of forceful language and impressive images. Its message is often clear, sometimes
mysterious. The book had great impact in Jewish and early Christian literature as well as in western
art. This book deals with the intentions of the book of Ezekiel, but also focuses on its use by
subsequent writers, editors or artists. It traces Ezekiel's influence in Jesus' teaching about the



Kingdom of God, in Paul, the Gospels, and Revelation, and also shows that Ezekiel's imagery, via
Jewish mysticism, influenced the visionary art of William Blake. Presenting contributions from
leading biblical scholars in Oxford and Leiden, based on their unique collaborative research, this
book will be of interest to a wide range of scholars working in the field of biblical studies, including
those studying the Hebrew Bible, its early versions, 'inter-testamental' Judaism, New Testament and
Early Christianity, and the reception of Biblical literature in later centuries.
  figurative language in the things they carried: Supplement to The Comprehensive
Commentary William Jenks, 1861
  figurative language in the things they carried: The Universalist and Ladies' Repository ,
1836
  figurative language in the things they carried: The Comprehensive Commentary on the
Holy Bible William Jenks, 1838
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