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Expository Reading and Writing Course: Unlocking the Power of Clear Communication

expository reading and writing course is an educational journey designed to enhance
students' ability to comprehend, analyze, and produce clear, informative texts. Whether
you're a high school student preparing for college-level writing or an adult learner aiming
to improve your communication skills, this course offers invaluable tools to master the art
of expository writing and critical reading. By focusing on explanation, clarity, and logical
organization, the course empowers learners to convey complex ideas effectively and
understand texts deeply.

What is an Expository Reading and Writing
Course?

An expository reading and writing course is centered around teaching students how to
read nonfiction texts critically and how to write essays that explain ideas thoroughly.
Unlike creative or narrative writing, expository writing serves the purpose of informing or
explaining rather than entertaining. This course typically combines reading
comprehension strategies with writing techniques to develop a student’s analytical
thinking and clear expression.

The Core Objectives of the Course

At its heart, an expository reading and writing course aims to:

- Improve critical reading skills by engaging with essays, articles, and academic texts.

- Teach how to identify thesis statements, supporting arguments, and evidence in texts.
- Develop skills to organize ideas coherently in writing.

- Practice drafting well-structured expository essays, including introductions, body
paragraphs, and conclusions.

- Enhance vocabulary and grammar usage to increase clarity.

By integrating reading and writing, the course ensures that students not only understand
content but also learn to communicate their understanding effectively.

Why is an Expository Reading and Writing Course
Important?

In today’s information-rich world, the ability to read critically and write clearly is more
important than ever. An expository reading and writing course prepares students to
navigate academic, professional, and everyday texts with confidence.



Building Critical Thinking Skills

Expository reading requires one to analyze texts carefully, question the author’s claims,
and assess evidence. These skills are foundational for critical thinking, helping students to
approach information skeptically and thoughtfully rather than passively absorbing
content.

Enhancing Academic Success

Most academic fields rely heavily on expository writing. Whether crafting research papers,
lab reports, or persuasive essays, students equipped with expository writing skills can
present their ideas logically and convincingly. This ability often translates into better
grades and stronger academic performance overall.

Boosting Career Readiness

Effective communication is a highly sought-after skill in the workplace. An expository
reading and writing course sharpens the ability to draft clear reports, proposals, and
emails—documents that are essential in nearly every profession. It also improves
comprehension of complex materials, such as manuals and technical documents.

Components of an Expository Reading and
Writing Course

Understanding what goes into this course helps learners appreciate its value and
approach it with purpose.

Reading Comprehension Strategies

Students explore methods to:

- Annotate texts to highlight key points and questions.
- Summarize paragraphs to capture main ideas.

- Identify the author’s purpose and tone.

- Recognize logical fallacies or biases.

- Evaluate the strength of evidence presented.

These strategies cultivate an active reading process, turning passive consumption into
engaged analysis.



Writing Techniques

On the writing side, students work on:

- Crafting clear thesis statements that guide their essays.

- Organizing paragraphs with topic sentences and transitions.

- Using examples, facts, and statistics to support claims.

- Maintaining an objective and formal tone suitable for expository texts.
- Revising drafts to improve clarity and coherence.

These elements help students build writing that informs and explains effectively.

Integration of Reading and Writing

One unique aspect of an expository reading and writing course is how it intertwines
reading and writing exercises. For example, after analyzing a nonfiction article, students
might write a response essay that summarizes the author’s points and offers personal
insight or critique. This integration deepens understanding and encourages application of
skills.

Tips for Succeeding in an Expository Reading and
Writing Course

If you're enrolled or considering this course, keeping certain strategies in mind can
enhance your learning experience.

Practice Active Reading

Instead of skimming texts, actively engage by underlining key ideas, jotting down
questions, and summarizing content in your own words. This habit improves retention and
prepares you for writing tasks.

Plan Your Essays Thoroughly

Before writing, outline your essay structure. Determine your thesis, main points, and
supporting details. A clear plan helps avoid rambling and ensures logical flow.

Seek Feedback and Revise

Writing is a process. Don’t hesitate to share drafts with instructors or peers and embrace



constructive criticism. Revising your work based on feedback strengthens your writing
skills over time.

Expand Your Vocabulary

A rich vocabulary allows you to express ideas precisely and avoid repetition. Reading
widely and noting new words can boost your writing quality.

Applications of Skills Learned in the Course

The skills gained from an expository reading and writing course extend beyond the
classroom.

Academic Writing

Students can confidently tackle research papers, lab reports, and literature reviews,
structuring their work clearly and supporting claims effectively.

Professional Communication

From drafting business reports to composing clear emails, the ability to convey
information plainly and logically is invaluable in professional settings.

Everyday Life

Whether understanding news articles, reading instructions, or writing personal
statements, the skills of analyzing and explaining information prove useful in daily life.

How to Choose the Right Expository Reading and
Writing Course

Not all courses are created equal, so consider these factors when selecting one:

- **Curriculum Focus**: Ensure the course balances both reading comprehension and
writing skills.

- **Instructor Expertise**: Experienced educators who provide personalized feedback can
make a significant difference.

- **Course Format**: Decide if you prefer in-person classes, online modules, or hybrid



options.

- **Skill Level**: Choose a course that matches your current abilities but also challenges
you to grow.

- **Resources Provided**: Look for courses offering supplementary materials like writing
guides, practice exercises, and reading lists.

Choosing the right course lays a strong foundation for improving your expository reading
and writing capabilities.

Final Thoughts on the Value of an Expository
Reading and Writing Course

Embarking on an expository reading and writing course opens doors to clearer thinking
and more effective communication. The ability to dissect complex texts and express ideas
simply is a lifelong asset, enhancing academic pursuits, career prospects, and personal
growth. With dedication and practice, the skills developed through this course become
tools to navigate and contribute meaningfully to an information-driven world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is an expository reading and writing course?

An expository reading and writing course focuses on teaching students how to understand,
analyze, and compose clear and informative texts that explain or inform about a topic.

Who should take an expository reading and writing
course?

Students who want to improve their academic reading and writing skills, especially those
preparing for college-level coursework, standardized tests, or careers requiring strong
communication skills, should consider taking this course.

What are the main skills taught in an expository reading
and writing course?

The course typically teaches skills such as critical reading, analytical thinking, thesis
development, organizing ideas, writing clear and coherent essays, and using evidence
effectively.

How does an expository reading and writing course
differ from creative writing courses?

Expository courses focus on factual, informative, and explanatory writing, while creative
writing courses emphasize imaginative and narrative writing like stories, poems, and



fiction.

Can an expository reading and writing course help with
standardized test preparation?

Yes, it can improve skills essential for standardized tests such as reading comprehension,
essay writing, and critical analysis, which are often components of exams like the SAT,
ACT, or AP tests.

What types of assignments are common in an expository
reading and writing course?

Assignments often include reading academic texts, writing essays that explain or analyze
topics, summarizing information, and conducting research to support written arguments.

Is prior knowledge of writing necessary before taking an
expository reading and writing course?

Basic writing skills are helpful, but the course is designed to build and enhance reading
and writing abilities, so beginners can also benefit significantly.

How long does an expository reading and writing course
typically last?

Course length varies, but most expository reading and writing courses last from several
weeks to a full academic semester, depending on the institution and level.

What career benefits can come from completing an
expository reading and writing course?

Improved communication skills gained from the course can benefit careers in education,
journalism, law, business, research, and any field requiring strong written and analytical
abilities.

Additional Resources

Expository Reading and Writing Course: An In-Depth Exploration of Its Impact and
Structure

expository reading and writing course is emerging as a pivotal program in the realm of
academic development, especially within secondary and post-secondary education.
Designed to enhance students' comprehension and communication skills, this course
integrates critical reading with analytical writing, addressing a gap often observed in
traditional curricula. As educators and institutions seek more effective methods to prepare
learners for rigorous academic and professional environments, the expository reading and
writing course stands out as a comprehensive approach to literacy and critical thinking.



Understanding the Core of the Expository
Reading and Writing Course

At its essence, the expository reading and writing course focuses on teaching students
how to decipher complex texts and express their understanding through clear, evidence-
based writing. Unlike creative or narrative writing classes, this course emphasizes
expository or informational content, requiring learners to engage deeply with nonfiction
materials such as essays, articles, and academic papers.

The dual emphasis on reading and writing is intentional: proficiency in one reinforces the
other. Students are trained not only to identify key arguments and rhetorical strategies in
texts but also to construct coherent responses that demonstrate critical engagement. This
symbiotic relationship forms the backbone of the course, making it a versatile tool for
improving academic literacy.

Key Components and Curriculum Structure

Typically, the curriculum of an expository reading and writing course includes the
following elements:

e Textual Analysis: Close reading exercises that dissect structure, tone, and
argumentation.

e Critical Thinking Development: Activities that encourage questioning
assumptions and evaluating evidence.

e Writing Workshops: Guided sessions focusing on thesis development, organizing
ideas, and citing sources.

e Research Integration: Incorporating secondary sources to support claims and
broaden perspectives.

e Peer Review: Collaborative feedback mechanisms to refine writing and analytical
skills.

By blending these components, the course fosters an environment where students move
beyond surface-level understanding to more nuanced and sophisticated interpretations.

Comparative Analysis: Expository Reading and
Writing Versus Traditional Literacy Courses

When compared to traditional English or language arts classes, the expository reading and



writing course offers several distinctive advantages. While standard courses may prioritize
literature and creative expression, this course is tailored towards nonfiction literacy,
which is increasingly relevant in higher education and professional contexts.

For instance, the emphasis on expository writing aligns closely with expectations in
college essays, research papers, and professional communications. Moreover, the rigorous
engagement with complex texts—such as scientific articles, historical documents, and
policy papers—prepares students for real-world reading challenges.

However, it is important to note that the course’s focus on nonfiction may limit exposure
to literary devices commonly explored in narrative literature. Critics argue that this could
narrow students' appreciation for creative expression, though proponents contend that the
specialized skills gained are indispensable for academic success.

Effectiveness and Outcomes Backed by Research

Recent studies provide compelling evidence regarding the efficacy of expository reading
and writing programs. According to a 2022 report published in the Journal of Educational
Research, students enrolled in structured expository reading and writing courses
demonstrated a 25% improvement in critical reading assessments compared to peers in
conventional language arts classes.

Furthermore, standardized writing scores showed a significant uptick, with students
exhibiting enhanced abilities in thesis formulation, argument coherence, and source
integration. These findings underscore the course’s role in equipping learners with
practical literacy skills that translate into measurable academic gains.

Implementation Challenges and Considerations

Despite its apparent benefits, integrating an expository reading and writing course within
existing curricula presents challenges. Schools must allocate resources for trained
instructors capable of teaching complex analytical methods. Additionally, the intensive
nature of the course can demand more classroom time and student effort, which may
conflict with other academic priorities.

Another consideration is student diversity in reading proficiency. For learners with limited

background in academic reading, the course content may initially seem daunting,
requiring differentiated instruction and supplemental support.

Strategies for Successful Adoption

To address these hurdles, educational institutions might consider the following
approaches:



1. Professional Development: Investing in teacher training to ensure effective
delivery of course objectives.

2. Scaffolded Learning: Gradually increasing text complexity to build confidence and
skill.

3. Technology Integration: Utilizing digital platforms for interactive reading and
writing exercises.

4. Collaborative Learning: Encouraging peer discussions to enhance comprehension
and critical perspectives.

Through these methods, schools can maximize the impact of the expository reading and
writing course while accommodating diverse learner needs.

The Broader Educational Impact and Future
Prospects

As educational paradigms shift towards critical thinking and evidence-based reasoning,
the expository reading and writing course is poised to become a cornerstone in literacy
education. Its alignment with Common Core standards and college readiness benchmarks
further solidifies its relevance.

Looking ahead, the integration of multimedia texts and digital literacy components may
enrich the course’s scope, reflecting evolving communication landscapes. Moreover,
expanding access through online platforms could democratize learning opportunities,
reaching students beyond traditional classroom settings.

In sum, the expository reading and writing course represents a forward-thinking approach
that addresses contemporary academic challenges. By cultivating analytical reading and
precise writing, it prepares students not only for academic achievement but also for
informed citizenship and professional success.
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expository reading and writing course: Evaluation of the Expository Reading and
Writing Course Anthony B. Fong, Neal D. Finkelstein, Laura M. Jaeger, Rebeca Diaz, Marie E.
Broek, 2015 The Expository Reading and Writing Course (ERWC) was developed by California State
University (CSU) faculty and high school educators to improve the academic literacy of high school
seniors, thereby reducing the need for students to enroll in remedial English courses upon entering
college. This report, produced by Innovation Studies at WestEd, presents the findings of an
independent evaluation of the ERWC funded by an Investing in Innovation (i3) development grant
from the U.S. Department of Education. The study sample for the evaluation included more than
5,000 12th grade students in 24 high schools across nine California school districts in the 2013/14
school year. The authors of the report found that the ERWC has a statistically significant positive
impact on student achievement. Results from an analysis of implementation fidelity are also
presented, along with qualitative findings based on survey data from study participants. Appendixes
include: (1) Statistical Power for Impact Estimates; (2) Data Collection Instruments to Measure
Fidelity of Implementation; and (3) Rubric for Calculating Fidelity of Implementation for Each
Component of the Expository Reading and Writing Course.
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expository reading and writing course: Theoretical Models and Processes of Literacy Donna
E. Alvermann, Norman J. Unrau, Misty Sailors, Robert B. Ruddell, 2018-10-03 The Seventh Edition of
this foundational text represents the most comprehensive source available for connecting multiple
and diverse theories to literacy research, broadly defined, and features both cutting-edge and classic
contributions from top scholars. Two decades into the 21st century, the Seventh Edition finds itself
at a crossroads and differs from its predecessors in three major ways: the more encompassing term
literacy replaces reading in the title to reflect sweeping changes in how readers and writers
communicate in a digital era; the focus is on conceptual essays rather than a mix of essays and
research reports in earlier volumes; and most notably, contemporary literacy models and processes
enhance and extend earlier theories of reading and writing. Providing a tapestry of models and
theories that have informed literacy research and instruction over the years, this volume’s strong
historical grounding serves as a springboard from which new perspectives are presented. The
chapters in this volume have been selected to inspire the interrogation of literacy theory and to
foster its further evolution. This edition is a landmark volume in which dynamic, dialogic, and
generative relations of power speak directly to the present generation of literacy theorists and
researchers without losing the historical contexts that preceded them. Some additional archival
essays from previous editions are available on the book’s eResource. New to the Seventh Edition:
Features chapters on emerging and contemporary theories that connect directly to issues of power
and contrasts new models against more established counterparts. New chapters reflect sweeping
changes in how readers and writers communicate in a digital era. Slimmer volume is complemented
by some chapters from previous editions available online.

expository reading and writing course: Paying for college United States. Congress. House.
Committee on Education and the Workforce. Subcommittee on 21st Century Competitiveness, 2006

expository reading and writing course: Writing Rhetorically Jennifer Fletcher, 2023-10-10
In Writing Rhetorically: Fostering Responsive Thinkers and Communicators, author Jennifer Fletcher
aims to cultivate independent learners through rhetorical thinking. She provides teachers with
strategies and frameworks for writing instruction that can be applied across multiple subjects and
lesson plans. Students learn to discover their own questions, design their own inquiry process,
develop their own positions and purposes, make their own choices about content and form, and
contribute to conversations that matter to them. Inside this book, Fletcher helps remove some of the
scaffolding and explains how to put in practice some methods which can successfully foster: Inquiry,




Invention, and Rhetorical Thinking Writing for Transfer Paraphrasing, Summary, Synthesis, and
Citation Skills Research Skills and Processes Evidence-Based Reasoning Rhetorical Decision Making
Rhetorical decision making helps students develop the skills, knowledge, and mindsets needed for
transfer of learning: the ability to adapt and apply learning in new settings. The more choices
students make as writers, the better prepared they are to analyze and respond to diverse rhetorical
situations. Writing Rhetorically shows teachers what it looks like to dig into real texts with students
and novice writers and how it develops them for lifelong learning.

expository reading and writing course: Academy of One David Preston, 2021-01-10 The
future of education goes beyond classes, textbooks, and tests - and the future is here. Academy of
One introduces readers to Open-Source Learning, a model designed to transform K-12 education as
we know it. Using Open-Source Learning, teachers and students create experiences together - and
anyone can create all on their own. Learners ask big, interdisciplinary questions, consult the
experts, and use the internet to collaborate with people around the world, get feedback that
supports improvement, and distribute their work worldwide in ways that provide value far beyond a
course grade. Open-Source Learning is a strategic framework that students, parents, and teachers
use to explore interdisciplinary questions, create communities of critique and support, and achieve
extraordinary outcomes. Open-Source Learning is free and easy to implement; Academy of One
features case studies and practical steps to help you get started today.

expository reading and writing course: Innovation in Language Learning and Teaching
Hayo Reinders, David Nunan, Bin Zou, 2017-09-08 This book evaluates the origins of processes of
change in language teaching in China, and the factors influencing their success. Examining diverse
experiences and drawing on the perspectives of academics from the top institutions in the country,
the authors analyse the complex interplay between global and local influences on language policies.
Encouraging discussion of the significant education reforms that have taken place in China in recent
years, this work will be of interest to students and scholars of language education, English as a
Second Language and applied linguistics.

expository reading and writing course: The Practice of Rhetoric Debra Hawhee, Vessela
Valiavitcharska, 2022-10-18 Rhetoric, broadly conceived as the art of making things matter, is both a
practice and theory about that practice. In recent decades, scholars of rhetoric have turned to
approaches that braid together poetics, performance, and philosophy into a practical art. By
practical art, they mean methods tested in practice, by trial and error, with a goal of offering
something useful and teachable. This volume presents just such an account of rhetoric. The account
here does not turn away from theory, but rather presumes and incorporates theoretical approaches,
offering a collection of principles assembled in the heat and trials of public practice. The approaches
ventured in this volume are inspired by the capacious conception of rhetoric put forth by historian of
rhetoric Jeffrey Walker, who is perhaps best known for stressing rhetoric's educational mission and
its contributions to civic life. The Practice of Rhetoric is organized into three sections designed to
spotlight, in turn, the importance of poetics, performance, and philosophy in rhetorical practice. The
volume begins with poetics, stressing the world-making properties of that word, in contexts ranging
from mouse-infested medieval fields to the threat of toxin-ridden streams in the mid-twentieth
century. Susan C. Jarratt, for instance, probes the art of ekphrasis, or vivid description, and its
capacity for rendering alternative futures. Michele Kennerly explores a little-studied linguistic
predecessor to prose-logos psilos, or naked speech-exposing the early rumblings of a separation
between poetic and rhetorical texts even as it historicizes the idea of clothed or ornamented speech.
In an essay on the almost magical properties of writing, Debra Hawhee considers the curious
practice of people writing letters to animals in order to banish or punish them, thereby casting the
epistolary arts in a new light. Part 2 moves to performance. Vessela Valiavitcharska examines the
intertwining of poetic rhythm and performance in Byzantine rhetorical education, and how such
practices underlie the very foundations of oratory. Dale Martin Smith draws on the ancient stylistic
theory of Dionysius of Halicarnassus along with the activist work of contemporary poets Amiri
Baraka and Harmony Holiday to show how performance and persuasion unify rhetoric and poetics.



Most treatments of philosophy and rhetoric begin within a philosophical framework, and remain
there, focusing on old tools like stasis and disputation. Essays in part 3 break out of that mold by
focusing on the utility and teachability of rhetorical principles in education. Jeanne Fahnestock and
Marie Secor update stasis, a classical framework that encourages aspiring rhetors to ask after the
nature of things, their facts and their qualities, as a way of locating an argument's position. Mark
Garrett Longaker probes the medieval practice of disputation in order to marshal a new argument
about why, exactly, John Locke detested rhetoric, and the longstanding opposition between science
and rhetoric as modes of proof that has lasting implications for the way argument works today.
Ranging across centuries and contexts, the essays collected here demonstrate the continued need to
attend carefully to the co-operation of descriptive language and normative reality, conceptual
vocabulary and material practice, public speech and moral self-shaping. The volume promises to
rekindle long-standing conversations about the public, world-making practice of rhetoric, thereby
enlivening anew its civic mission--

expository reading and writing course: Dual Enrollment: Strategies, Outcomes, and
Lessons for School-College Partnerships Eric Hoffman, Daniel Voloch, 2012-06-20 This volume
focuses on the goals, practices, policies, and outcomes of programs that enroll high school students
in college courses for college credit. This volume examines: The details of dual enrollment programs
Their impact on student achievement and institutional practices How they support a student’s
transition to, and success in, college The role of higher education in improving K-12 education. It
presents quantitative and qualitative studies that investigate the impact of dual enrollment programs
on student and faculty participants. Accounts by dual enrollment program administrators provide
examples of how their programs operate and how data have been used to set benchmarks for
program success. Chapters also explore models that build off dual enrollment’s philosophy of
school-college partnerships and embrace a more robust framework for supporting college transition.
This is the 158th volume of this Jossey-Bass series. Addressed to higher education decision makers
on all kinds of campuses, New Directions for Higher Education provides timely information and
authoritative advice about major issues and administrative problems confronting every institution.

expository reading and writing course: Growing Critically Conscious Teachers Angela
Valenzuela, 2016 To meet the needs of the fast growing numbers of Latino/a English learners, this
volume presents an approach to secondary education teacher preparation based on the work of the
National Latino/a Education Research and Policy Project (NLERAP). Renowned scholar and educator
Angela Valenzuela, together with an impressive roster of contributors, provides a critical framework
for educating culturally responsive teachers. They examine the knowledge, skills, and predisposition
required for higher education institutions to create curricula for educating Latino/a children,
children of color, and language minority youth. Growing Critically Conscious Teachers illuminates
why growing our own teachers makes sense as an approach for not only addressing the achievement
gap, but for also enhancing the well-being of our communities as a whole. Book Features: A
community-based, university- and district-connected partnership model that fosters students’ critical
consciousness. A framework for participatory action research (PAR) within teacher preparation that
promotes community and societal transformation. A curriculum premised on sociocultural and
sociopolitical awareness. The wisdom, experiences, and lessons learned from educators who have
been change agents in their own schools, communities, and college classrooms across the country.
“An enormous contribution to the field. It will also be a cherished resource and guide for Latino/a
and non-Latino/a teachers alike, and for the university faculty and school- and community-based
facilitators who help prepare them.” —From the Foreword by Sonia Nieto, Professor Emerita,
Language, Literacy, and Culture, College of Education, University of Massachusetts, Amherst
“Provides the elemental sparks for essential conversations about culturally responsive teaching and
the well-being of youth in our communities. Through a variety of critical perspectives this volume
raises significant questions that must be at the forefront of Latino/a education. This excellent volume
is a must read for teachers truly committed to educational practices of social justice in schools
today.” —Antonia Darder, Leavey Endowed Chair of Ethics and Moral Leadership, Loyola



Marymount University

expository reading and writing course: Teaching Arguments Jennifer Fletcher, 2023-10-10
No matter wherestudents' lives lead after graduation, one of the most essential tools we can teach
them is how to comprehend, analyze, and respond to arguments. Students need to know how
writers' and speakers' choices are shaped by elements of the rhetorical situation, including
audience, occasion, and purpose. In Teaching Arguments: Rhetorical Comprehension, Critique, and
Response, Jennifer Fletcher provides teachers with engaging classroom activities, writing prompts,
graphic organizers, and student samples to help students at all levels read, write, listen, speak, and
think rhetorically.Fletcher believes that, with appropriate scaffolding and encouragement, all
students can learn a rhetorical approach to argument and gain access to rigorous academic content.
Teaching Arguments opens the door and helps them pay closer attention to the acts of meaning
around them, to notice persuasive strategies that might not be apparent at first glance. When we
analyze and develop arguments, we have to consider more than just the printed words on the page.
We have to evaluate multiple perspectives; the tension between belief and doubt; the interplay of
reason, character, and emotion; the dynamics of occasion, audience, and purpose; and how our own
identities shape what we read and write. Rhetoric teaches us how to do these things.Teaching
Arguments will help students learn to move beyond a superficial response to texts so they can
analyze and craft sophisticated, persuasive arguments - a major cornerstone for being not just
college-and career-ready but ready for the challenges of the world.

expository reading and writing course: Upsetting Composition Commonplaces Ian Barnard,
2014-10-15 In Upsetting Composition Commonplaces, lan Barnard argues that composition still
retains the bulk of instructional practices that were used in the decades before poststructuralist
theory discredited them. While acknowledging that some of the foundational insights of
poststructuralist theory can be difficult to translate to the classroom, Barnard upends several
especially intransigent tenets that continue to influence the teaching of writing and how students
are encouraged to understand writing. Using six major principles of writing classrooms and
textbooks—clarity, intent, voice, ethnography, audience, and objectivity—Barnard looks at the
implications of poststructuralist theory for pedagogy. While suggesting some evocative
poststructuralist pedagogical practices, the author focuses on diagnosing the fault lines of
composition's refusal of poststructuralism rather than on providing solutions” in the form of teaching
templates. Upsetting Composition Commonplaces addresses the need to more effectively engage in
poststructuralist concepts in composition in an accessible and engaging voice that will advance the
conversation about relations between the theory and teaching of writing.
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