
coming of age definition literature

Coming of Age Definition Literature: Understanding the Journey from Youth to
Adulthood

coming of age definition literature is a fascinating and deeply resonant
concept in storytelling that captures the transformative journey from
innocence to experience. Whether in novels, short stories, or films, this
genre or theme explores the pivotal moments in a young person’s life when
they begin to understand the complexities of the world around them—and
themselves. If you’ve ever felt drawn to stories about growth, self-
discovery, and the bittersweet nature of leaving childhood behind, you’ve
encountered coming of age literature in action.

In this article, we’ll dive into what coming of age means in literature, why
it remains a timeless theme, and how authors use this narrative to explore
universal human experiences. Along the way, we’ll discuss key elements,
notable examples, and what makes these stories so impactful.

What Is Coming of Age Literature?

At its core, coming of age literature focuses on the psychological and moral
growth of the protagonist from youth to adulthood. This transition is often
marked by an important event or series of experiences that challenge the
character’s previously held beliefs and force them to confront reality.

The Essence of the Coming of Age Definition

"Coming of age" refers to the process of growing up—both physically and
mentally. In literary terms, it usually means the protagonist moves from a
state of naivety or ignorance into a more mature understanding of life. This
growth doesn’t necessarily imply a happy ending, but it often involves
gaining insight, self-awareness, or a new perspective on the world.

Common Themes in Coming of Age Literature

Many coming of age stories share themes that resonate with readers of all
ages:

- **Identity and Self-Discovery:** Characters often struggle to find their
place in the world or understand who they really are.
- **Loss of Innocence:** The realization that the world isn’t as simple or
just as once believed.
- **Conflict with Authority:** Whether with parents, teachers, or societal
norms, young protagonists frequently challenge the rules around them.
- **Friendship and Love:** Emotional growth often includes navigating
relationships for the first time.
- **Moral and Ethical Awareness:** Facing difficult choices that shape
character and values.

These themes not only define coming of age narratives but also provide rich



material for character development and emotional depth.

The Role of Coming of Age in Literary History

Coming of age stories have been part of literature for centuries, reflecting
society’s evolving views on youth and maturity. From ancient myths to
contemporary novels, the theme adapts to cultural contexts while retaining
its universal appeal.

Classic Examples of Coming of Age Literature

- **"The Catcher in the Rye" by J.D. Salinger:** Perhaps one of the most
iconic American coming of age novels, it follows Holden Caulfield’s struggle
with adolescence and alienation.
- **"To Kill a Mockingbird" by Harper Lee:** Through Scout Finch’s eyes,
readers witness her growth amidst racial injustice in the American South.
- **"Jane Eyre" by Charlotte Brontë:** Jane’s journey from a neglected orphan
to a self-assured woman is a classic portrayal of personal growth and
resilience.

These stories highlight how coming of age can intersect with social issues,
personal trauma, and cultural change.

Modern Interpretations

Contemporary literature often expands the coming of age definition to include
diverse voices and experiences. Stories now explore themes like gender
identity, cultural heritage, and mental health, reflecting a broader
understanding of what it means to grow up today.

How Authors Craft Coming of Age Narratives

Writing coming of age literature requires a delicate balance of authenticity,
emotional depth, and narrative structure. Authors aim to create characters
that readers can relate to and root for as they navigate the complexities of
growing up.

Character Development

The protagonist’s internal journey is the heart of any coming of age story.
Writers often use first-person narration or close third-person perspectives
to immerse readers in the character’s thoughts and feelings. This intimacy
helps portray the confusion, excitement, and pain of adolescence.



Setting and Symbolism

Settings often mirror the protagonist’s emotional state or symbolize the
transition from childhood to adulthood. For example, a small town might
represent comfort and familiarity, while a city could symbolize opportunity
and change. Symbolism—like a broken object or a significant journey—can
emphasize themes of growth or loss.

Plot Structure

Coming of age tales typically follow a "rite of passage" structure:

1. **Innocence:** The story begins with the character’s current understanding
of the world.
2. **Challenge or Conflict:** An event disrupts this understanding.
3. **Crisis:** The protagonist faces a crucial decision or realization.
4. **Resolution:** Characters emerge changed, often more mature or aware.

This structure allows readers to experience the protagonist’s growth in a
compelling and relatable way.

Why Coming of Age Stories Resonate with Readers

One reason coming of age literature remains popular is its universality.
Everyone experiences growth and change, and these stories remind us of the
challenges and triumphs that shape our identities.

Emotional Connection and Nostalgia

Readers often see themselves in young protagonists, recalling their own
formative years. The emotional honesty of these narratives can evoke
nostalgia and empathy, making the reading experience deeply personal.

Exploring Identity and Belonging

For many, coming of age stories offer a safe space to explore questions about
identity, belonging, and purpose. This is especially important for young
readers who might be grappling with similar issues in their own lives.

Insights into Different Cultures and Perspectives

Diverse coming of age literature introduces readers to experiences outside
their own, fostering empathy and understanding. Whether it’s growing up in a
different country, culture, or social environment, these stories widen our
horizons.



Tips for Analyzing Coming of Age Literature

If you’re studying or simply want to appreciate coming of age literature more
deeply, here are some key points to consider:

- **Identify the protagonist’s starting point:** What beliefs or assumptions
do they hold at the beginning?
- **Examine the pivotal events:** What triggers their transformation? How do
they respond?
- **Look for symbols and metaphors:** How do these elements reflect the theme
of growth?
- **Consider the narrative voice:** How does the point of view enhance your
understanding of the character’s journey?
- **Reflect on the ending:** Does the story offer resolution, ambiguity, or a
new beginning?

By focusing on these aspects, you can uncover the layers of meaning that make
coming of age literature so rich and compelling.

Noteworthy Subgenres and Related Literary Forms

While coming of age is a theme, it often crosses paths with other genres and
styles, enriching the storytelling.

Bildungsroman

The term Bildungsroman is German for “education novel” and is closely
associated with coming of age literature. It specifically refers to novels
that focus on the psychological and moral growth of the protagonist from
youth to adulthood. Classic Bildungsroman works include Goethe’s "Wilhelm
Meister’s Apprenticeship" and Charles Dickens’s "David Copperfield."

Young Adult (YA) Fiction

YA literature frequently explores coming of age themes, making it a popular
genre among teens and adults alike. These books often tackle identity, peer
pressure, and first love with accessibility and relevance.

Coming of Age in Poetry and Short Stories

Though most commonly found in novels, coming of age themes also appear in
poetry and short stories, using condensed language and imagery to capture
momentous growth experiences.

Examples of Coming of Age Literature Across



Cultures

Coming of age stories are not confined to Western literature. Across the
globe, writers have explored youth and maturity through their own cultural
lenses.

- **"Persepolis" by Marjane Satrapi:** A graphic memoir depicting a young
girl’s growth during the Iranian Revolution.
- **"Things Fall Apart" by Chinua Achebe:** While more broadly a postcolonial
novel, it includes coming of age elements as the protagonist grapples with
tradition and change.
- **"The Kite Runner" by Khaled Hosseini:** A powerful tale of friendship and
redemption set against the backdrop of Afghanistan’s turbulent history.

These works demonstrate the universal relevance of coming of age themes while
offering unique perspectives.

The journey from childhood to adulthood is one of life’s most profound
experiences, and literature that captures this transition continues to
inspire, challenge, and comfort readers around the world. Whether you’re
revisiting a beloved classic or discovering a new voice, coming of age
definition literature offers a timeless window into the human heart.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the definition of coming of age in
literature?

Coming of age in literature refers to a genre or theme where the protagonist
undergoes a transition from youth to adulthood, gaining maturity and self-
awareness.

What are common characteristics of coming of age
stories?

Common characteristics include personal growth, self-discovery, loss of
innocence, and facing challenges that lead to maturity.

How does coming of age differ from a simple story
about youth?

Coming of age specifically focuses on the transformative journey and
psychological development towards adulthood, not just depicting youth or
childhood.

Why is coming of age an important theme in
literature?

It resonates universally as it reflects fundamental human experiences of
growth, identity formation, and the challenges of entering adulthood.



Can coming of age stories be found in all literary
genres?

Yes, coming of age themes appear across various genres including realistic
fiction, fantasy, historical fiction, and even science fiction.

What are some classic examples of coming of age
literature?

Classic examples include 'To Kill a Mockingbird' by Harper Lee, 'The Catcher
in the Rye' by J.D. Salinger, and 'Jane Eyre' by Charlotte Brontë.

How does the coming of age theme relate to character
development?

It often drives the protagonist's evolution, showing their growth from
innocence to experience through pivotal life events.

Are coming of age stories always about teenagers?

While often centered on adolescents, coming of age can also involve younger
children or even adults experiencing significant personal growth.

What literary devices are commonly used in coming of
age narratives?

Devices like first-person narration, symbolism, flashbacks, and internal
monologue are frequently used to depict the protagonist's inner journey.

How has the definition of coming of age evolved in
modern literature?

Modern literature often explores diverse cultural perspectives and complex
identities, expanding the traditional coming of age definition to include
varied life experiences.

Additional Resources
Coming of Age Definition Literature: An In-Depth Exploration of a Timeless
Literary Theme

coming of age definition literature serves as a fundamental concept within
the literary canon, encapsulating the transformative journey from youth to
adulthood. This theme, prevalent across diverse cultures and epochs, explores
the psychological, moral, and emotional growth of protagonists as they
navigate the complexities of identity, responsibility, and societal
expectations. Understanding coming of age in literature not only illuminates
the narrative arc of numerous celebrated works but also offers insight into
universal human experiences.



Defining Coming of Age in Literature

At its core, the coming of age definition literature refers to stories that
center on a character’s transition from childhood or adolescence into
maturity. These narratives often depict pivotal moments of self-discovery,
challenges to innocence, and the eventual acceptance of adult roles. Unlike
mere chronological aging, coming of age emphasizes inner growth and the
acquisition of life’s hard-earned wisdom.

This genre is frequently intertwined with bildungsroman, a German term
meaning “education novel,” which specifically chronicles an individual’s
formative years. However, coming of age stories can span various genres and
styles, from realistic fiction to fantasy, and can be presented through
novels, short stories, films, and more.

Thematic Elements and Common Motifs

Coming of age literature is distinguished by several recurring themes and
motifs that convey the protagonist’s journey:

Identity Formation: The struggle to define oneself against external
pressures, including family, peers, and culture.

Loss of Innocence: Moments that shatter naive perceptions, often through
exposure to harsh realities.

Conflict and Rebellion: Tensions between the individual’s desires and
societal norms, sometimes manifesting as rebellion.

Mentorship and Guidance: Influence of parental figures, teachers, or
friends who shape the protagonist’s moral compass.

Rites of Passage: Symbolic events or challenges that signify the
transition into adulthood.

These components are instrumental in crafting narratives that resonate
emotionally and intellectually with readers, reflecting the complexities of
growing up.

Historical Context and Evolution

The coming of age theme is not a modern invention but has evolved
significantly through literary history. Classical literature, such as Homer’s
"The Odyssey," includes elements of personal growth and maturity, though not
explicitly framed within the coming of age genre. The formal rise of
bildungsroman occurred in the 18th and 19th centuries, with seminal works
like Johann Wolfgang von Goethe’s "Wilhelm Meister's Apprenticeship"
solidifying the genre’s conventions.

In the 20th century, coming of age narratives expanded dramatically,
reflecting societal changes and psychological theories. Authors like J.D.



Salinger in "The Catcher in the Rye" and Harper Lee in "To Kill a
Mockingbird" presented nuanced portrayals of adolescence, incorporating
themes of alienation, social injustice, and moral ambiguity. These works
underscored the genre’s adaptability and depth.

Contemporary Interpretations and Diversity

Modern coming of age literature increasingly embraces diverse voices and
experiences, capturing a broader spectrum of cultural backgrounds, gender
identities, and social challenges. This inclusivity enriches the genre by
introducing varied perspectives on what it means to mature.

For example, Angie Thomas’s "The Hate U Give" explores coming of age within
the context of racial injustice and activism, while LGBTQ+ narratives like
Becky Albertalli’s "Simon vs. the Homo Sapiens Agenda" highlight the
intersection of identity and growth. Such works illustrate how coming of age
stories remain relevant and socially significant.

Characteristics of Coming of Age Narratives

Analyzing the structural and stylistic features of coming of age literature
reveals why it maintains enduring appeal:

Character-Centric Plot Development

Unlike plot-driven genres, coming of age stories prioritize character
development. The narrative often unfolds through the protagonist’s
perspective, allowing readers intimate access to internal conflicts and
epiphanies. This focus encourages empathy and self-reflection.

Symbolism and Setting

Settings in coming of age literature frequently mirror the protagonist’s
emotional state or symbolize broader themes. For instance, natural landscapes
like forests or rivers may represent freedom or transition. Symbols such as a
broken object or a significant artifact often mark moments of change.

Emotional Complexity

The emotional landscape of coming of age literature is rich and multifaceted.
Feelings of confusion, hope, fear, and joy coexist, painting a realistic
portrayal of adolescence. This complexity invites readers to engage deeply
with the text.



Comparative Analysis: Coming of Age vs. Other
Genres

While coming of age stories share similarities with other literary forms,
they maintain distinct qualities:

Coming of Age vs. Romance: Romance may be an element within coming of
age tales but is not their primary focus. The latter centers on personal
growth beyond romantic relationships.

Coming of Age vs. Adventure: Adventure stories emphasize external action
and exploration; coming of age narratives focus on internal development,
even if set against adventurous backdrops.

Coming of Age vs. Psychological Fiction: Both genres delve into the
mind, but coming of age literature specifically traces the transition
into adulthood.

Understanding these distinctions helps readers and scholars appreciate the
unique contributions of coming of age literature.

Impact and Relevance in Education and Culture

Coming of age literature holds significant value in educational settings. Its
relatable themes aid adolescents in navigating their own maturation,
providing models for ethical decision-making and emotional resilience.
Moreover, these narratives foster cultural awareness by presenting diverse
life experiences.

From a cultural standpoint, coming of age stories often reflect and challenge
societal norms, acting as catalysts for dialogue about identity, race,
gender, and class. The genre’s adaptability ensures its continued presence in
contemporary media and literature.

Examples of Influential Coming of Age Works

Some landmark texts and their unique contributions include:

"The Catcher in the Rye" by J.D. Salinger: A seminal work illustrating1.
adolescent alienation and resistance to adult hypocrisy.

"To Kill a Mockingbird" by Harper Lee: Explores moral growth amid racial2.
injustice.

"The Perks of Being a Wallflower" by Stephen Chbosky: Addresses mental3.
health and friendship during adolescence.

"A Tree Grows in Brooklyn" by Betty Smith: Highlights poverty and4.
perseverance in youth.



These works underscore the genre’s capacity to engage with varied social
issues through the lens of maturation.

Challenges and Criticisms

Despite its popularity, coming of age literature faces certain critiques.
Some argue that the genre can become formulaic, relying on predictable tropes
such as the rebellious teen or the wise mentor. Additionally, there is a risk
of oversimplifying complex adolescent experiences, particularly when
narratives are confined to a Western, middle-class perspective.

However, contemporary authors and critics are increasingly addressing these
concerns by diversifying narratives and experimenting with form and voice.
This evolution enhances the genre’s authenticity and appeal.

The exploration of coming of age definition literature reveals a dynamic and
multifaceted theme that continues to evolve alongside societal changes. Its
enduring presence attests to the universal human experience of growth,
identity formation, and the quest for meaning during life’s transitional
stages. Through varied voices and innovative storytelling, coming of age
literature remains a vital component of both literary study and cultural
discourse.

Coming Of Age Definition Literature

  coming of age definition literature: Teaching and Reading New Adult Literature in High
School and College Sharon Kane, 2022-11-10 An introduction to the rapidly growing category of
New Adult (NA) literature, this text provides a roadmap to understanding and introducing NA books
to young people in high school, college, libraries, and other settings. As a window into the
experiences and unique challenges that young and new adults encounter, New Adult literature
intersects with but is distinct from Young Adult literature. This rich resource provides a framework,
methods, and plentiful reading recommendations by genre, theme, and discipline on New Adult
literature. Starting with a definition of New Adult literature, Kane demonstrates how the inclusion of
NA literature helps support and encourage a love of reading. Chapters address important topics that
are relevant to young people, including post-high school life, early careers, relationships, activism,
and social change. Each chapter features text sets, instructional strategies, writing prompts, and
activities to invite and encourage young people to be reflective and engaged in responding to
thought-provoking texts. A welcome text for professors of literacy and literature instruction,
first-year college instructors, researchers, librarians, and educators, this book provides new ways to
assist students as they embark upon the next stage of their lives and is essential reading for courses
on teaching literature.
  coming of age definition literature: The Children’s Literature Selection Handbook, K–8
Christie Kaaland, 2025-08-21 Offering future school librarians, teachers, and working librarians an
alternative to lengthier textbooks on children's literature, this engaging book introduces readers to
the most important genres and current conversations in the field while leaving them time to read
children's literature directly. As school librarian and teacher certification programs become more
abridged, students require succinct textbooks that still provide a valuable introduction to the field.
Working librarians need reference books that allow them to make good selections for their

https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-160/coming-of-age-definition-literature.pdf


collections. Students and professionals will appreciate The Children's Literature Selection
Handbook, K–8 because it offers a needed overview of the field while allowing for plenty of time to
read children's literature. Author Christie Kaaland's conversational tone speaks directly to readers,
and the book offers students a pathway to engage with literature directly and effectively scaffold
their learning. Beginning with an introduction to standard literary fiction genres, including a
discussion of literature trends and children's reading interests and needs, the chapters turn to the
most important genres: fiction, biography, folk literature, picture books, informational texts, poetry,
and graphic novels. A focus on book series, a deep discussion of graphic novels, the inclusion of
global literature and review sources for selection, and information on publishers and the publishing
industry set this timely book apart from others in the field. Reader voices add perspective and
charm. This compact and engaging book is the perfect companion to the vast wealth of children's
literature that future teachers and school librarians will read during their professional preparation
and share with children and youth as working librarians.
  coming of age definition literature: The Readers' Advisory Handbook Jessica E. Moyer,
Kaite Mediatore Stover, 2010-03-22 A one-stop resource for all kinds of readers' advisory issues,
including: how to advise patrons on all kinds of media, from fiction and nonfiction to audiobooks,
graphic novels and even reference materials; how to provide services to senior citizens, teens and
even readers who are incarcerated; how to handle author visits and book groups; how to enhance
storytelling, even for adults; how to market and promote RA; and much more.
  coming of age definition literature: Reader's Guide to Literature in English Mark
Hawkins-Dady, 1996 First Published in 1996. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an
informa company.
  coming of age definition literature: Margaret Atwood and the Female Bildungsroman
Ellen McWilliams, 2017-03-02 Examining Margaret Atwood's work in the context of the complex
history of the Bildungsroman, Ellen McWilliams explores how the genre has been appropriated by
women writers in the second half of the twentieth century. She demonstrates that Atwood's early
work - her own 'coming of age' fiction, including unpublished works as well as The Edible Woman,
Surfacing, and Lady Oracle - both engages with and works against the paradigms of identity which
are traditionally associated with the genre. Making extensive use of unpublished manuscripts in the
Atwood Collection at the University of Toronto, McWilliams uncovers influences that shaped
Atwood's fashioning of identity in her early novels, paying particular attention to Atwood's
preoccupation with survival as a key symbol of Canadian literature, culture, and identity. She also
considers the genre's afterlife on display in Cat's Eye, The Robber Bride, Alias Grace, The Blind
Assassin, and Moral Disorder, in which the formulations of selfhood and identity in Atwood's early
fiction are revisited and developed. Atwood emerges as a writer who self-consciously invokes and
then undercuts the traditions of the Bildungsroman, a turn that may be read as a means of at once
interrogating and perpetuating the form. McWilliams's book furthers our understanding of
subjectivity in Atwood's fiction and contributes to ongoing conversations about the role gender and
cultural contexts play in reframing generic boundaries.
  coming of age definition literature: A New Companion to Victorian Literature and Culture
Herbert F. Tucker, 2014-05-05 A NEW COMPANION TO VICTORIAN LITERATURE AND CULTURE
The Victorian period was a time of rapid cultural change, which resulted in a huge and varied
literary output. A New Companion to Victorian Literature and Culture offers experienced guidance
to the literature of nineteenth-century Britain and its social and historical context. This revised and
expanded edition comprises contributions from over 30 leading scholars who, approaching the
Victorian epoch from different positions and traditions, delve into the unruly complexities of the
Victorian imagination. Divided into five parts, this new Companion surveys seven decades of history
before examining the key phases in a Victorian life, the leading professions and walks of life, the
major literary genres, the way Victorians defined their persons, homes, and national identity, and
how recent “neo-Victorian” developments in contemporary culture reconfigure the sense we make of
the past today. Important topics such as sexuality, denominational faith, social class, and global



empire inform each chapter’s approach. Each chapter provides a comprehensive bibliography of
established and emerging scholarship.
  coming of age definition literature: Teaching Young Adult Literature Mike Cadden, Karen
Coats, Roberta Seelinger Trites, 2020-04-01 Offers pedagogical techniques for teaching classic and
contemporary young adult (YA) literature and texts about growing to adulthood. Addresses issues of
selecting classroom texts, building cultural awareness, responding to censorship, and reading both
emotionally and critically. Gives syllabus suggestions for undergraduate and graduate courses in
literature, education, and library science.
  coming of age definition literature: Bildungsroman and the Arab Novel Maria Elena
Paniconi, 2022-09-30 Through a close-reading of a corpus of novels featuring young protagonists in
their path toward adulthood, the book shows how Bildungsroman impacted the formation of the
Egyptian narrative. On a larger scale, the book helps the reader to understand the key role played by
the coming of age novel in the definition and perception of modern Arab subjectivity. Exploring the
role of Bildungsroman in shaping the canonical Egyptian novel, the book discusses the case of
Zaynab by Muhammad Husayn Haykal (1913) as an example of early Arab Bildungsnarrative. It
focuses on Latifa Zayyat’s masterpiece The Open Door and the novels of the 90es Generation,
offering a gender-based analysis of the Egyptian Bildungsroman. It provides insightful readings
about the function of the novel in women’s re-negotiation of social boundaries. The study shows how
the stories of youth present universal themes such as the thwarted quest for love, the struggle for
personal fulfilment, the desire to achieve a cultural modernity often felt as other than self. The book
is a journey in the Twentieth Century Egyptian Novel, seen through the lens of the transnational
form of Bildungsroman. It is a key resource to students and academics interested in Arabic
literature, comparative literature and cultural studies.
  coming of age definition literature: The Bloomsbury Handbook to Ageing in
Contemporary Literature and Film Sarah Falcus, Heike Hartung, Raquel Medina, 2023-06-29
Across more than 30 chapters spanning migration, queerness, and climate change, this handbook
captures how the interdisciplinary and intersectional endeavor of Age(ing) studies has shaped
contemporary literary and film studies. In the early 21st century, the literary study of age and
ageing in its cultural context has 'come of age': it has come to supplement and challenge a public
discourse on ageing seen mainly as a political and demographic 'problem' in many countries of the
world. Following a tripartite structure, it looks first at literary and film genres and how they have
been shaped by knowledge about age and ageing, incorporating both narrative genres as well as
poetry, drama and imagery. The second section includes chapters on key themes and concepts in
Age(ing) Studies with examples from film and literature. The third section brings together case
studies focussing on individual artists, national traditions and global ageing. Containing original
contributions by pioneers in the field as well as new scholars from across the globe, it brings
together current scholarship on ageing in literary and film studies, and offers new directions and
perspectives.
  coming of age definition literature: Victorian Literature in the Looking Glass of
Psychology Melinda Gorgan, 24-11-08 Victorian Literature in the Looking Glass of Psychology is an
interdisciplinary study that observes the changes in literary character construction throughout the
Victorian Age. Pursuing the epistemologically altered character construction over the years from the
beginning to the end of the Victorian era, the book covers a range of titles that demonstrate that the
progress of psychology, was responsible for the way the workings of the mind were understood. It
addresses the changes that characters underwent in the fifty years passing from Jane Eyre to
Dracula. The influence of psychology on literature is tracked step by step through the Victorian age,
starting with Charlotte Brontë's Bildungsroman and Dickens’s realism, and ending with the inward
turn, the focus on the psychological mechanisms of the individual, in Henry James, Robert Louis
Stevenson, Oscar Wilde, and Bram Stoker. For scholars interested in an up-to-date critical approach
to Victorian literature, focusing on interdisciplinarity, discourse negotiations, and psychosynthetic
literary analysis, the book will be a valuable reference source.



  coming of age definition literature: Translating Mount Fuji Dennis Charles Washburn,
2007 Dennis Washburn traces the changing character of Japanese national identity in the works of
six major authors: Ueda Akinari, Natsume S'seki, Mori ?gai, Yokomitsu Riichi, ?oka Shohei, and
Mishima Yukio. By focusing on certain interconnected themes, Washburn illuminates the
contradictory desires of a nation trapped between emulating the West and preserving the traditions
of Asia. Washburn begins with Ueda's Ugetsu monogatari (Tales of Moonlight and Rain) and its
preoccupation with the distant past, a sense of loss, and the connection between values and identity.
He then considers the use of narrative realism and the metaphor of translation in Soseki's Sanshiro;
the relationship between ideology and selfhood in Ogai's Seinen; Yokomitsu Riichi's attempt to
synthesize the national and the cosmopolitan; Ooka Shohei's post-World War II representations of
the ethical and spiritual crises confronting his age; and Mishima's innovative play with the aesthetics
of the inauthentic and the artistry of kitsch. Washburn's brilliant analysis teases out common themes
concerning the illustration of moral and aesthetic values, the crucial role of autonomy and
authenticity in defining notions of culture, the impact of cultural translation on ideas of nation and
subjectivity, the ethics of identity, and the hybrid quality of modern Japanese society. He pinpoints
the persistent anxiety that influenced these authors' writings, a struggle to translate rhetorical
forms of Western literature while preserving elements of the pre-Meiji tradition. A unique
combination of intellectual history and critical literary analysis, Translating Mount Fuji recounts the
evolution of a conflict that inspired remarkable literary experimentation and achievement.
  coming of age definition literature: Children's and Young Adult Literature and Culture Amie
A. Doughty, 2016-08-17 This collection of essays explores a wealth of topics in children’s and young
adult literature and culture. Contributions about picture-books include analyses of variants of the
folktale “The Little Red Hen” and bullying. Race and gender are explored in essays about
picture-books featuring children as consumable objects, about books focused on African American
female athletes, and about young adult dystopian fiction. Gender itself is further explored in articles
about Monster High, Joyce Carol Oates’s Beasts, and The Hunger Games and Divergent. Essays
about fantasy literature include an exploration of environmentalism in Rick Riordan’s The Heroes of
Olympus, a discussion of Severus Snape as a Judas figure, an explication of Chapter 5 of The Hobbit,
and an analysis of ghosts and nationalism in Eva Ibbotson’s The Haunting of Granite Falls. An essay
about Horrible Histories explores television, genre, and the way history is coded. Other
contributions explore how teaching literature to reluctant readers can be effective through
multimodal texts and how Harry Potter has played a role in the popularity of young adult literature
for adult readers.
  coming of age definition literature: Ageing, Gender, and Illness in Anglophone Literature
Heike Hartung, 2015-12-07 This study establishes age as a category of literary history, delineating
age in its interaction with gender and narrative genre. Based on the historical premise that the view
of ageing as a burden emerges as a specific narrative in the late eighteenth century, the study
highlights how the changing experience of ageing is shaped by that of gender. By reading the
Bildungsroman as a 'coming of age' novel, the book asks how the telling of a life in time affects
individual age narratives. Bringing together the different perspectives of age and disability studies,
the book argues that illness is already an important issue in the Bildungsroman's narratives of
ageing. This theoretical stance provides new interpretations of canonical novels, visiting authors
such as Johann Wolfgang Goethe, Frances Burney, Maria Edgeworth, Jane Austen, Charles Dickens,
George Eliot, Samuel Beckett, and Jonathan Franzen. Drawing on the link between age and illness in
the Bildungsroman's age narratives, the genre of 'dementia narrative' is presented as one of the
directions which the Bildungsroman takes after its classical period. Applying these theoretical
perspectives to canonical novels of the nineteenth century and to the new genre of 'dementia
narrative', the volume also provides new insights into literary and genre history. This book
introduces a new theoretical approach to cultural age studies and offers a comprehensive analysis of
the connection between narratology, literary theory, gender and age studies.
  coming of age definition literature: The Complete Idiot's Guide to Publishing Children's



Books, 3rd Edition Harold D. Underdown, 2008-05-06 Here is the comprehensive guide to writing,
publishing, and selling for the ever-expanding and always exciting children’s market—now in a new
and updated third edition. • Includes new chapters on self-publishing and on how to choose a
how-to, plus revision and updates throughout • Offers practical advice on getting started--and on
dealing with out-of-print books • Covers picture books, chapter books, nonfiction, middle-grade and
young novels, and common formats and genres • Reveals what happens inside a children's
publishing company, and provides guidance in working with an editor • Sample cover and query
letters, manuscript format, glossary, and recommended resources in an extensive appendix • Plus
information on agents, contracts, copyright, marketing, and more “Honest and precise… everything
about writing for children there is to know.” —Jane Yolen, author
  coming of age definition literature: The Coming Age , 1900
  coming of age definition literature: Concise Dictionary of American Literary Biography
Matthew J. Bruccoli, Richard Layman, 1989 Covers American authors that were prominent from
1968-1988. Emphasis is on authors from all genres that are most frequently studied in high school
and college literature courses.
  coming of age definition literature: Introduction To English Prose (According To NEP -
2020) Amit Ganguli, , Kanika Aggarwal, 2022-12-20 1. An Introduction to Indian Writing in English,
2. Elements of Short Story, 3. Types of Prose and Prose Style, 4. Prose Devices, 5. Short Stories, 6.
Short Stories, 7.Prose, 8. Prose
  coming of age definition literature: Theater and Society in French Literature French
Literature Conference, 2024-10-07
  coming of age definition literature: Books and Beyond Kenneth Womack, 2008-10-30 There's
a strong interest in reading for pleasure or self-improvement in America, as shown by the popularity
of Harry Potter, and book clubs, including Oprah Winfrey's. Although recent government reports
show a decline in recreational reading, the same reports show a strong correlation between interest
in reading and academic acheivement. This set provides a snapshot of the current state of popular
American literature, including various types and genres. The volume presents alphabetically
arranged entries on more than 70 diverse literary categories, such as cyberpunk, fantasy literature,
flash fiction, GLBTQ literature, graphic novels, manga and anime, and zines. Each entry is written by
an expert contributor and provides a definition of the genre, an overview of its history, a look at
trends and themes, a discussion of how the literary form engages contemporary issues, a review of
the genre's reception, a discussion of authors and works, and suggestions for further reading.
Sidebars provide fascinating details, and the set closes with a selected, general bibliography.
Reading in America for pleasure and knowledge continues to be popular, even while other media
compete for attention. While students continue to read many of the standard classics, new genres
have emerged. These have captured the attention of general readers and are also playing a critical
role in the language arts classroom. This book maps the state of popular literature and reading in
America today, including the growth of new genres, such as cyberpunk, zines, flash fiction, GLBTQ
literature, and other topics. Each entry is written by an expert contributor and provides a definition
of the genre, an overview of its history, a look at trends and themes, a discussion of how the literary
form engages contemporary issues, a review of the genre's critical reception, a discussion of authors
and works, and suggestions for further reading. Sidebars provide fascinating details, and the set
closes with a selected, general bibliography. Students will find this book a valuable guide to what
they're reading today and will appreciate its illumination of popular culture and contemporary social
issues.
  coming of age definition literature: Fieldwork in Ukrainian Children’s Literature
Mateusz Świetlicki, Anastasia Ulanowicz, 2025-03-24 Fieldwork in Ukrainian Children’s Literature
showcases the work of prominent scholars of children’s literature from Ukraine and the diaspora as
it traces the history of books written, marketed for, and circulating among young people since the
rise of Ukraine’s nationhood in the nineteenth century. This book encompasses a full range of texts
and genres (e.g., fiction, nonfiction, poetry, picturebooks, graphic novels), with special attention



given to the most important authors and works as defined by aesthetics (“literary excellence”),
popularity, or historical and cultural significance. In its focus on ideology and historical context, the
collection takes an interdisciplinary and transnational approach. It places titles and trends in
broader context, considering the socio-political situation, changing taste, and the history of
institutions that shape the production and reception of children’s literature. The collection addresses
folklore and the beginnings of a distinct tradition of Ukrainian children’s literature produced in the
nineteenth century; the role played by children’s literature in the maintenance of the Ukrainian
literary tradition during the Soviet era; and the flourishing Ukrainian book market, with the
appearance of numerous new genres and forms, and the growing significance of Ukrainian books
around the world. The collection highlights the importance of familiarizing non-Ukrainian students
and scholars of children’s literature with the richness of the country’s literary history and cultural
distinctiveness. Fieldwork in Ukrainian Children’s Literature is intended primarily for scholars of
children’s literature and culture, including specialists in the fields of literary studies, education, and
Slavic studies.
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