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Collapse How Societies Choose to Fail

Collapse how societies choose to fail is a topic that invites us to look beyond the surface and ask

some profound questions about human civilization. Why do some societies thrive while others

crumble? Is collapse an inevitable force of nature, or do societies play a role in their own downfall?

History teaches us that societal collapse is rarely accidental; rather, it often results from a complex mix

of environmental, economic, political, and social factors — many of which stem from choices made by

the people within those societies.

Understanding the collapse of civilizations is not just an academic exercise; it holds vital lessons for

today’s world. By exploring how societies choose to fail, we can better navigate the challenges of

modern life and avoid repeating past mistakes.

The Anatomy of Societal Collapse

When we talk about societal collapse, we usually mean the rapid decline or breakdown of a complex

human system, leading to loss of social cohesion, economic hardship, and sometimes even mass

depopulation. But collapse is not always sudden or total. It can be gradual, with warning signs that

society often ignores or fails to address. The question is: how do these failures come about, and what

choices contribute to them?

The Role of Environmental Stress

One of the most common threads in the story of collapse is environmental degradation. Societies

depend on natural resources to survive—water, fertile land, forests, and minerals. When those



resources become scarce or polluted, the foundation of a society weakens. However, environmental

stress alone rarely causes collapse; it becomes catastrophic when coupled with poor management or

denial.

For example, ancient civilizations like the Maya faced droughts and deforestation, which strained their

agricultural systems. Instead of adapting, some communities intensified farming practices that further

depleted the soil. This lack of sustainable resource management was a choice that accelerated their

downfall.

Economic Inequality and Resource Distribution

Economic disparity plays a huge role in societal resilience or fragility. When wealth and resources

become concentrated in the hands of a few, the broader population may grow disenfranchised and

restless. This inequality fosters social tensions, undermines trust, and can lead to conflict.

In many historical collapses, such as the fall of the Roman Empire, economic strain was exacerbated

by an elite class that prioritized its own interests over the welfare of the wider populace. Societies that

choose to ignore growing inequality risk destabilizing their own foundations.

Political Choices and Governance Failures

Politics is often at the heart of how societies choose to fail. Leadership decisions, governance

structures, and institutional rigidity can either adapt to crises or exacerbate them.

Ignoring Warning Signs and Refusing Reform

One of the biggest mistakes societies make is ignoring clear warning signs. When faced with



environmental degradation, economic downturns, or social unrest, rigid governments may resist

change or suppress dissent. This refusal to reform or adapt can seal a society’s fate.

Take, for example, the Byzantine Empire’s inability to modernize its military and administrative systems

in the face of emerging threats. Their political inflexibility contributed to their eventual collapse.

Corruption and Loss of Legitimacy

Corruption can erode public trust and weaken institutions. When citizens believe their leaders are self-

serving or incompetent, social cohesion breaks down. This loss of legitimacy makes collective action

difficult, even when it’s most needed.

Societies that tolerate or enable corruption inadvertently choose collapse by undermining the social

contract that binds them together.

Social Fragmentation and Cultural Factors

Beyond economics and politics, the social fabric itself plays a critical role in whether a society survives

or fails.

Loss of Social Cohesion

Social cohesion—the sense of shared identity, purpose, and mutual obligation—is essential for any

society’s resilience. When divisions deepen between ethnic groups, classes, or regions, cooperation

becomes harder. Conflict and fragmentation can spiral, making coordinated responses to crises nearly

impossible.



The Rwandan genocide is a tragic example of social fragmentation leading to violent collapse, showing

how societal choices around inclusion and division can have devastating effects.

Cultural Rigidity Versus Adaptability

Culture shapes how societies respond to change. Societies that cling too rigidly to outdated customs or

ideologies may find themselves ill-equipped to deal with new challenges. Conversely, those that

embrace adaptability and innovation often endure.

For instance, Japan’s Meiji Restoration was a conscious choice to modernize and reform cultural and

political institutions, helping the society avoid collapse during a period when others faltered.

Lessons from History: How Societies Choose to Fail

Looking at past collapses, certain recurring themes emerge, highlighting how choices can lead to

failure:

Ignoring Environmental Limits: Overexploitation of natural resources without sustainable planning.

Concentration of Wealth and Power: Economic inequality creating social unrest.

Political Intransigence: Refusal to reform or address problems transparently.

Corruption and Loss of Legitimacy: Erosion of trust in leadership and institutions.

Social Fragmentation: Breakdown of social bonds and rise in divisiveness.



Cultural Inflexibility: Resistance to change and innovation.

Each of these factors involves active decisions or neglect, meaning societies often play a direct role in

their own collapse.

Modern Parallels and Warnings

Today, we face challenges that mirror those of past societies: climate change, political polarization,

economic inequality, and social division. The choices we make in addressing—or ignoring—these

challenges could determine our future stability.

For example, climate change presents an environmental stress unprecedented in scale. Societies that

fail to adapt energy policies, protect ecosystems, and manage resources wisely risk severe

consequences. Similarly, political leaders who foster division or prioritize short-term gains over long-

term welfare may accelerate societal decline.

How Societies Can Choose to Survive Instead

While history shows many examples of collapse, it also offers hope through societies that have

successfully navigated crises.

Embracing Sustainable Practices

Sustainability is key. Societies that prioritize renewable resources, protect their environment, and invest

in long-term ecological health position themselves better to withstand shocks.



Promoting Equity and Inclusion

Reducing economic disparities and fostering social inclusion strengthen social bonds. When people

feel valued and heard, they are more likely to support collective efforts.

Adaptive Governance and Transparency

Flexible governance structures that encourage participation, accountability, and reform can respond

effectively to emerging challenges. Transparency builds trust, which is essential during crises.

Encouraging Cultural Innovation

Societies must remain open to new ideas and willing to evolve culturally. Innovation in technology,

social norms, and political institutions can provide the tools needed to overcome difficulties.

Final Thoughts

Collapse how societies choose to fail is not a predetermined script but rather a series of choices and

actions—sometimes deliberate, sometimes negligent. By recognizing the factors that contribute to

societal breakdown and consciously making different choices, communities today have the power to

write a new story—one of resilience, adaptation, and survival. The lessons of the past remind us that

while collapse is possible, it is never inevitable. It all comes down to how societies choose to face their

challenges.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'Collapse: How Societies Choose to Fail

or Succeed'?

The central theme of the book is an exploration of how environmental factors, societal decisions, and

cultural choices contribute to the collapse or survival of civilizations throughout history.

Who is the author of 'Collapse: How Societies Choose to Fail or

Succeed'?

The book was written by Jared Diamond, a geographer, historian, and author known for his

interdisciplinary approach to understanding societal development and decline.

What factors does Jared Diamond identify as causes for societal

collapse?

Diamond identifies environmental damage, climate change, hostile neighbors, loss of trading partners,

and societal responses to these challenges as key factors contributing to societal collapse.

How does the book explain the role of environmental damage in

societal collapse?

The book explains that unsustainable environmental practices, such as deforestation, soil erosion, and

resource depletion, can undermine a society's ability to support its population, leading to collapse.

Can societies avoid collapse according to Diamond’s analysis?

Yes, Diamond argues that societies can avoid collapse by recognizing environmental and social

problems early and making deliberate, sustainable choices to address them.



What historical examples are discussed in 'Collapse'?

The book examines several historical societies, including the Easter Islanders, the Maya, the Anasazi,

the Vikings in Greenland, and the inhabitants of Haiti and Rwanda.

How relevant are the lessons from 'Collapse' to modern society?

The lessons are highly relevant as modern societies face similar challenges like climate change,

environmental degradation, and political instability that can threaten their sustainability.

Does 'Collapse' suggest that societal collapse is inevitable?

No, the book suggests that collapse is not inevitable; it depends on how societies respond to their

challenges and whether they make sustainable and wise choices.

What role do cultural attitudes play in societal collapse according to

the book?

Cultural attitudes influence how societies perceive and respond to problems; denial, short-term

thinking, or failure to adapt culturally can accelerate collapse, while proactive cultural change can

promote survival.

Additional Resources

Collapse How Societies Choose to Fail: An Investigative Review

Collapse how societies choose to fail is a provocative concept that challenges the deterministic views

often associated with societal decline. Rather than succumbing solely to external pressures or

uncontrollable forces, many historical and contemporary collapses reveal patterns of conscious or

unconscious collective decisions that steer communities toward failure. Understanding these dynamics

is crucial not only for historians and social scientists but also for policymakers and citizens who seek to

prevent or mitigate the unraveling of complex social systems today.



Understanding Societal Collapse: Beyond Environmental

Determinism

Traditional narratives of societal collapse frequently emphasize environmental degradation, resource

depletion, or natural disasters as primary causes. While these factors undoubtedly contribute to the

weakening of civilizations, the phrase collapse how societies choose to fail underscores the role of

human agency and decision-making processes. Societies do not merely fall victim to crises; often, they

respond to challenges in ways that accelerate their decline.

For instance, the fall of the Roman Empire is sometimes attributed to barbarian invasions or economic

troubles, but deeper analysis reveals systemic issues in governance, social inequality, and political

inflexibility. These internal factors, shaped by collective choices and institutional inertia, compounded

external pressures and hastened collapse. This perspective aligns with the work of scholars like Jared

Diamond, who, in "Collapse: How Societies Choose to Fail or Succeed," argues that decision-making

and cultural values are key determinants in the fate of civilizations.

Key Factors Influencing Societal Choices Toward Collapse

When analyzing how societies choose to fail, several interrelated factors come to the forefront:

Environmental Mismanagement: Ignoring sustainable resource use or failing to adapt to changing

ecological conditions can erode the foundations of a society’s economy and health.

Political Dysfunction: Corruption, lack of accountability, and power struggles often paralyze

effective governance, preventing timely responses to crises.

Economic Inequality: Extreme disparities in wealth and opportunity can fracture social cohesion

and reduce collective resilience.



Cultural Rigidity: Societies that resist change or dismiss new information may fail to innovate or

adjust necessary practices.

External Pressures: Invasions, trade disruptions, or diplomatic isolation can exacerbate internal

vulnerabilities.

Each of these elements interacts with the others, creating complex feedback loops that either enable

societies to adapt or push them further toward collapse. The interplay suggests that collapse is rarely

the result of a single cause but rather a constellation of poor choices and missed opportunities.

The Role of Decision-Making in Societal Decline

Decision-making is at the heart of the concept collapse how societies choose to fail. Unlike random

disasters, societal collapse often involves a series of decisions—by leaders, institutions, and

populations—that collectively shape outcomes.

Leadership and Governance

Effective leadership can make the difference between resilience and collapse. Leaders who recognize

threats early and implement reforms may steer their societies away from disaster. Conversely, leaders

who deny problems, suppress dissent, or prioritize short-term gains over long-term sustainability

contribute to decline.

For example, during the late stages of the Soviet Union, centralized decision-making and resistance to

political reform delayed necessary adaptations, contributing to its eventual dissolution. Similarly, in the

context of environmental collapse, governments that neglect climate change mitigation or fail to

regulate resource extraction risk exacerbating crises.



Social Cohesion and Public Trust

A society’s capacity to withstand shocks depends significantly on the trust between its members and

the institutions that govern them. When public trust erodes, collaboration diminishes, and polarization

intensifies, creating fertile ground for failure.

Research indicates that societies with higher levels of social capital and inclusive institutions are better

equipped to manage challenges. In contrast, when social fragmentation deepens, collective action

problems arise, making it difficult to mobilize resources or enforce policies essential for survival.

Comparative Case Studies: Choices Leading to Collapse

Examining different societies across history illuminates how choices impact collapse trajectories.

The Mayan Civilization

The collapse of the Classic Maya civilization around 900 CE illustrates how environmental stress

combined with political decisions can precipitate decline. Deforestation, soil degradation, and

prolonged drought created ecological pressures. However, archaeological evidence suggests that

competing city-states failed to cooperate or implement sustainable agricultural practices, accelerating

societal fragmentation.

Easter Island

Often cited as a cautionary tale, Easter Island’s collapse is frequently attributed to resource

overexploitation. However, interpretations now emphasize the role of social choices, including

competition among elites that drove unsustainable consumption of the island’s limited resources. This



internal dynamic ultimately undermined societal stability.

Modern Parallels

Contemporary societies are not immune to similar patterns. Challenges such as climate change,

political polarization, and economic inequality present risks that, if mishandled, could lead to systemic

failures. The phrase collapse how societies choose to fail remains relevant as a lens to assess current

trajectories and policy debates.

Preventing Collapse: Lessons from the Past

Recognizing that societies actively choose paths that may lead to failure also implies the possibility of

choosing success through informed decisions.

Adaptive Governance: Flexible and transparent institutions capable of responding swiftly to

emerging threats.

Sustainable Resource Management: Policies that balance economic growth with ecological

preservation.

Inclusive Social Policies: Addressing inequality to foster social cohesion and collective resilience.

Embracing Innovation: Openness to new ideas and technologies that enhance adaptive capacity.

These strategies emphasize that collapse is not inevitable but contingent on the choices societies

make in confronting their challenges.



The exploration of collapse how societies choose to fail ultimately reveals a complex interplay between

structural conditions and human agency. By studying past collapses and integrating lessons into

present-day governance, societies can better navigate uncertainties and strive for sustainable futures.

Collapse How Societies Choose To Fail

  collapse how societies choose to fail: Collapse Jared Diamond, 2011-01-04 In Jared
Diamond’s follow-up to the Pulitzer-Prize winning Guns, Germs and Steel, the author explores how
climate change, the population explosion and political discord create the conditions for the collapse
of civilization. Diamond is also the author of Upheaval: Turning Points for Nations in Crisis
Environmental damage, climate change, globalization, rapid population growth, and unwise political
choices were all factors in the demise of societies around the world, but some found solutions and
persisted. As in Guns, Germs, and Steel, Diamond traces the fundamental pattern of catastrophe,
and weaves an all-encompassing global thesis through a series of fascinating historical-cultural
narratives. Collapse moves from the Polynesian cultures on Easter Island to the flourishing American
civilizations of the Anasazi and the Maya and finally to the doomed Viking colony on Greenland.
Similar problems face us today and have already brought disaster to Rwanda and Haiti, even as
China and Australia are trying to cope in innovative ways. Despite our own society’s apparently
inexhaustible wealth and unrivaled political power, ominous warning signs have begun to emerge
even in ecologically robust areas like Montana. Brilliant, illuminating, and immensely absorbing,
Collapse is destined to take its place as one of the essential books of our time, raising the urgent
question: How can our world best avoid committing ecological suicide?
  collapse how societies choose to fail: Collapse Jared M. Diamond, 2005 Bringing together
new evidence from a startling range of sources and piecing together the myriad influences, from
climate to culture, that make societies self-destruct, Jared Diamond's Collapse also shows how -
unlike our ancestors - we can benefit from our knowledge of the past and learn to be survivors.
  collapse how societies choose to fail: Collapse: how Societies Choose to Fail Or Survive
Jared Diamond, 2003
  collapse how societies choose to fail: An Analysis of Jared M. Diamond's Collapse
Rodolfo Maggio, 2017-07-05 American scholar Jared Diamond deploys his powers of interpretation to
great effect in Collapse: How Societies Choose to Fail or Succeed, which seeks to understand the
meaning behind the available evidence describing societies that have survived and those that have
withered and died. Why, for example, did the Norsemen of Scandinavia who colonized Greenland in
the early tenth century not survive, while the inhabitants of Highland New Guinea did? With the
evidence to hand, Diamond notes that a society’s collapse tends to be preceded by a severe
reduction in population and considerable decreases in political, economic and social complexity.
Delving even deeper, Diamond isolates five major factors determine the success or failure of human
societies in all periods of history: environmental degradation, which occurs when an ecosystem
deteriorates as its resources are exhausted; climate change (natural or man-made); hostile
neighbors; weakened trading partners; and access or otherwise to the resources that enable the
society to adapt its challenges. The breadth of Diamond’s research provides the springboard from
which to reach these definitions, but it inevitably also introduces complications; how can evidence
produced by specialists in so many different disciplines be compared? Diamond’s ability to
understand the meaning of the evidence at hand – and his readiness to seek and supply clarifications
of meaning where necessary – underpin his achievement, and comprise a textbook example of how
interpretative skills can provide a framework for strong critical thinking.

https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-160/collapse-how-societies-choose-to-fail.pdf


  collapse how societies choose to fail: Collapse Jared M. Diamond, 2005 The author
considers the mysterious collapse of past civilizations and what this means for our future. Why do
some societies flourish, while others founder? He collected a startling range of information and
piecing together the myriad of influences, from climate to culture, speculates on what we need to
learn to be survivors.
  collapse how societies choose to fail: SUMMARY - Collapse: How Societies Choose To Fail Or
Succeed By Jared Diamond Shortcut Edition, 2021-06-20 * Our summary is short, simple and
pragmatic. It allows you to have the essential ideas of a big book in less than 30 minutes. As you
read this summary, you will learn that globalized environmental degradation and excessive
exploitation of resources threaten contemporary societies. You will also learn : that there are five
major factors that continue to play a role in the survival or collapse of human societies; that human
beings must learn from the past; that as a result of globalization, human societies are now
interconnected; that several contemporary societies are already on the brink of collapse and others
are not far from it; that politicians, businesses, but also citizens have a role to play in preserving the
environment; that it is not too late to reverse the course of events. Many human societies have
disappeared over the centuries. As a result of population growth, excessive exploitation of resources
and environmental degradation, the modern world is not immune to the same fate. Biologist,
geographer and former director of the American branch of the World Wildlife Fund (WWF), Jared
Diamond deciphers in this book the factors that intervene in the collapse of a society. He also gives
the keys to avoid it. So, are you ready to anticipate the inevitable? *Buy now the summary of this
book for the modest price of a cup of coffee!
  collapse how societies choose to fail: What is Environmental History? Johnson Donald
Hughes, 2006-12-08 What is environmental history? It is a kind of history that seeks understanding
of human beings as they have lived, worked and thought in relationship to the rest of nature through
the changes brought by time. In this seminal student textbook, J. Donald Hughes provides a
masterful overview of the thinkers, topics and perspectives that have come to constitute the exciting
discipline that is environmental history. He does so on a global scale, drawing together disparate
trends from a rich variety of countries into a unified whole, illuminating trends and key themes in
the process. Those already familiar with the discipline will find themselves invited to think about the
subject in a new way. Students and scholars new to environmental history will find the book both an
indispensable guide and a rich source of inspiration for future work
  collapse how societies choose to fail: Summary: Collapse BusinessNews Publishing,,
2017-01-30 The must-read summary of Jared Diamond’s book: “Collapse: How Societies Choose to
Fail or Succeed”. This complete summary of “Collapse” by Jared Diamond, a renowned scientist,
writer and cautious optimist for the world's future, presents his explanation of the secret to why
some societies succeed, while others fail. To do this, the author investigates several significant
events from the past that have caused societies to self-destruct and what this discovery means for
our future. By reading the evidence put forward by Diamond, we can understand what causes
societies to fail and ensure that our society succeeds. Added-value of this summary: • Save time •
Understand civilization, society and the threats posed to them • Expand your knowledge of politics,
civilization and demography To learn more, read “Collapse: How Societies Choose to Fail or
Succeed” and find out how we can avoid the decisions that caused previous societies to fail.
  collapse how societies choose to fail: Los Angeles Magazine , 2005-01 Los Angeles magazine
is a regional magazine of national stature. Our combination of award-winning feature writing,
investigative reporting, service journalism, and design covers the people, lifestyle, culture,
entertainment, fashion, art and architecture, and news that define Southern California. Started in
the spring of 1961, Los Angeles magazine has been addressing the needs and interests of our region
for 48 years. The magazine continues to be the definitive resource for an affluent population that is
intensely interested in a lifestyle that is uniquely Southern Californian.
  collapse how societies choose to fail: Understanding Collapse Guy D. Middleton, 2017-06-26
In this lively survey, Guy D. Middleton critically examines our ideas about collapse - how we explain



it and how we have constructed potentially misleading myths around collapses - showing how and
why collapse of societies was a much more complex phenomenon than is often admitted.
  collapse how societies choose to fail: The Top 50 Sustainability Books Wayne Visser,
2017-09-08 This unique title draws together in one volume some of the best thinking to date on the
pressing social and environmental challenges we face as a society. These are the Top 50
Sustainability Books as voted for by the University of Cambridge Programme for Sustainability
Leadership's alumni network of over 3,000 senior leaders from around the world. In addition to
profiles of all 50 titles, many of the authors share their most recent reflections on the state of the
world and the ongoing attempts by business, government and civil society to create a more
sustainable future. Many of these authors have become household names in the environmental,
social and economic justice movements – from Rachel Carson, Ralph Nader and E.F. Schumacher to
Vandana Shiva, Muhammad Yunus and Al Gore. Others, such as Aldo Leopold, Thomas Berry and
Manfred Max-Neef, are relatively undiscovered gems, whose work should be much more widely
known. By featuring these and other seminal thinkers, The Top 50 Sustainability Books distils a
remarkable collective intelligence – one that provides devastating evidence of the problems we face
as a global society, yet also inspiring examples of innovative solutions; it explores our deepest fears
and our highest hopes for the future. It is a must-read for anyone who wants to tap into the wisdom
of our age.
  collapse how societies choose to fail: Failure Colin Feltham, 2014-09-03 Failure, success's
ugly sister, is inevitable - cognitively, biologically and morally. We all make mistakes, we all die, and
we all get it wrong. A chain of flaws can be traced through all phenomena, natural and human. We
see impending and actual failures in individual lives, in marriages, careers, in religion, education,
psychotherapy, business, nations, and in entire civilizations. And there are chronic and
imperceptible failures in everyday domains that most of the time we barely notice, often until it is
too late. Colin Feltham expores what constitutes failure across a number of domains. He takes
guidance from the work of such diverse philosophers and thinkers as Diogenes, Epictetus,
Augustine, Schopenhauer, Kierkegaard, Heidegger, Sartre, Camus, Cioran and Ricoeur, while also
drawing on the insights of artists and writers such as van Gogh, Arthur Miller, Philip Larkin, Samuel
Beckett, Charles Bukowski and Philip Roth. Precursors and partial synonyms for failure can be seen
in the concepts of hamartia, sin, fallenness, non-being, false consciousness and anthropathology.
Philosophy can help us but is itself, in its reliance on language and logic, subject to inherent flaws
and failures. It is the very pervasiveness yet common denial of failure which makes it a compelling
topic that cries out for honest analysis. We live in a time when the cliche of failed Marxism may be
segueing frighteningly (for some) into the failure of 'selfish capitalism', in a time of geopolitical
uncertainty and failure to address the dire need for agreement and action on climate change. But
many of us are also painfully aware of our own shortcomings, our own weakness of will and lack of
authenticity. Trying to identify where the lines may be drawn between individual responsibility,
social policy, and historical and biological dark forces is a key challenge in this fascinating book.
  collapse how societies choose to fail: The Perfect Storm Johan F. M. Swinnen, 2008
  collapse how societies choose to fail: Philadelphia Holidays 2004, Turkish Pleasures
1997 Bennett Fairorth, 2005-11 Events that take place between Thanksgiving Day 2004 and New
Year's Day 2005 to Brent Franklin, 78, alternate with events that take place on a two-week escorted
tour of Turkey in 1997.
  collapse how societies choose to fail: Climate Conflict Jeffrey Mazo, 2010-10-18 Combining
historical precedents with current thinking on state stability, internal conflict and state failure
suggests that overcoming cultural, social, political and economic barriers to successful adaptation to
a changing climate is the most important factor in avoiding instability in a warming world. The
countries which will face increased risk are not necessarily the most fragile, nor those which will
suffer the greatest physical effects of climate change.
  collapse how societies choose to fail: Current Issues in Transitional Justice Natalia
Szablewska, Sascha-Dominik Bachmann, 2014-10-27 This volume is an inter-disciplinary scholarly



resource bringing together contributions from writers, experienced academics and practitioners
working in fields such as human rights, humanitarian law, public policy, psychology, cultural and
peace studies, and earth jurisprudence. This collection of essays presents the most up to date
knowledge and status of the field of transitional justice, and also highlights the emerging debates in
this area, which are often overseen and underdeveloped in the literature. The volume provides a
wide coverage of the arguments relating to controversial issues emanating from different regions of
the world. The book is divided into four parts which groups different aspects of the problems and
issues facing transitional justice as a field, and its processes and mechanisms more specifically. Part
I concentrates on the traditional means and methods of dealing with past gross abuses of power and
political violence. In this section, the authors also expand and often challenge the ways that these
processes and mechanisms are conceptualised and introduced. Part II provides a forum for the
contributors to share their first hand experiences of how traditional and customary mechanisms of
achieving justice can be effectively utilised. Part III includes a collection of essays which challenges
existing transitional justice models and provides new lenses to examine the formal and traditional
processes and mechanisms. It aims to expose insufficiencies and some of the inherent practical and
jurisprudential problems facing the field. Finally, Part IV, looks to the future by examining what
remedies can be available today for abuses of rights of the future generations and those who have no
standing to claim their rights, such as the environment.
  collapse how societies choose to fail: An Anthology of Global Risk SJ Beard, Tom Hobson,
2024-09-03 This anthology brings together a diversity of key texts in the emerging field of Existential
Risk Studies. It serves to complement the previous volume The Era of Global Risk: An Introduction to
Existential Risk Studies by providing open access to original research and insights in this rapidly
evolving field. At its heart, this book highlights the ongoing development of new academic
paradigms and theories of change that have emerged from a community of researchers in and
around the Centre for the Study of Existential Risk. The chapters in this book challenge received
notions of human extinction and civilization collapse and seek to chart new paths towards existential
security and hope. The volume curates a series of research articles, including previously published
and unpublished work, exploring the nature and ethics of catastrophic global risk, the tools and
methodologies being developed to study it, the diverse drivers that are currently pushing it to
unprecedented levels of danger, and the pathways and opportunities for reducing this. In each case,
they go beyond simplistic and reductionist accounts of risk to understand how a diverse range of
factors interact to shape both catastrophic threats and our vulnerability and exposure to them and
reflect on different stakeholder communities, policy mechanisms, and theories of change that can
help to mitigate and manage this risk. Bringing together experts from across diverse disciplines, the
anthology provides an accessible survey of the current state of the art in this emerging field. The
interdisciplinary and trans-disciplinary nature of the cutting-edge research presented here makes
this volume a key resource for researchers and academics. However, the editors have also prepared
introductions and research highlights that will make it accessible to an interested general audience
as well. Whatever their level of experience, the volume aims to challenge readers to take on board
the extent of the multiple dangers currently faced by humanity, and to think critically and
proactively about reducing global risk.
  collapse how societies choose to fail: Revisiting Marie Vieux Chauvet Kaiama L. Glover,
Alessandra Benedicty-Kokken, 2015-01-01 This issue considers the oeuvre of Haitian writer Marie
Vieux-Chauvet (1916-1973) as a prism through which to examine individual and collective subject
formation in the postcolonial French-writing Caribbean, the wider Afro-Americas, and beyond. While
both Vieux-Chauvet and her corpus are situated in the violent space of mid-twentieth century Haiti,
her work articulates the obstacles to claiming legitimized human existence on a global scale. The
contributors to this interdisciplinary volume examine Vieux-Chauvet's positioning within the Haitian
public sphere, as well as her broader significance to understanding gendered and racialized
postcolonial subjectivities in the twenty-first century.
  collapse how societies choose to fail: Cents and Sustainability Michael H. Smith, Karlson



Hargroves, Cheryl Desha, 2010 Cents and Sustainability is a clear-sighted response to the 1987 call
by Dr Gro Brundtland in Our Common Future to achieve a new era of economic growth that is
'forceful and at the same time socially and environmentally sustainable'. The Brundtland Report
argued that not only was it achievable, but that it was an urgent imperative in order to achieve a
transition to sustainable development while significantly reducing poverty and driving 'clean and
green' investment.With some still arguing for significantly slowing economic growth in order to
reduce pressures on the environment, this new book, Cents and Sustainability, shows that it is
possible to reconcile the need for economic growth and environmental sustainability through a
strategy to decouple economic growth from environmental pressures, combined with a renewed
commitment to achieve significant environmental restoration and poverty reduction. Beginning with
a brief overview of some of the most pressing environmental challenges of our time, the book then
explains 'decoupling theory', overviews a number of factors that can undermine and even block
efforts to decouple in both developed and developing countries, and then discusses a number of key
considerations to assist the development of national 'decoupling strategies'. The book then focuses
on presenting evidence to support greater action, not just on climate change, but also on decoupling
economic growth from the loss of biodiversity and the deterioration of natural systems, freshwater
extraction, waste production, and air pollution.In the lead up to the 2012 United Nations Earth
Summit and beyond, Cents and Sustainability will be a crucial guide to inform and assist nations to
develop strategies to significantly reduce environmental pressures, strengthen their economy, create
jobs and reduce poverty.'I commend the team from The Natural Edge Project and their partners for
undertaking to develop a response to 'Our Common Future' to mark its 20th anniversary.' Dr Gro
Brundtland.Sequel to The Natural Advantage of NationsPublished with The Natural Edge Project
  collapse how societies choose to fail: The American Technological Challenge Jan Vijg,
2011 The American Technological Challenge - Stagnation and Decline in the 21st Centuryrefutes the
myth that we live in the most innovative of times. Inventions themselves are only one of the factors
that determine the technological fate of a society. Sometimes, inventions are adopted, and eagerly;
sometimes not. The history of technological progress, and the historical and societal factors that
impel or restrain the adoption of inventions, are explored in the book. New, life-changing inventions
have become rare and in spite of ample vocal support of innovation, an increasingly complacent
society has lost its taste for risk and often actively resists change. Far from being unique, technology
slowdowns are recurrent events in history, occurring in civilizations that have reached the zenith of
their success. They are the inevitable fate of an increasingly regulated, successful society. Most
people would characterize the dawn of the 21st century as the age of technological progress par
excellence. If you are one of them, then, think again. While our parents, grandparents and
great-grandparents witnessed life-changing inventions every decade, very little major new
technology has seen the light of day over the last half century. We find ourselves in the midst of a
technology slowdown! This book is about the causes and consequences of technology slowdowns,
which are not unique but recurrent events in human history. They occur not in times of upheaval,
when violent interstate conflicts are the order of the day. Such periods foster innovation and allow
major, breakthrough inventions to be adopted quickly. Instead, innovation seriously stalls in times
that are peaceful, when governments reign supreme and citizens are encapsulated by layers of
benign regulation to protect them against all possible harm. We find ourselves in the best of times.
The long period of bloody combat that characterized so much of the 20th century has finally ended.
Violent conflicts between states are minimal and conditions for almost everyone on the planet are on
an upswing, with poverty on the decline and life expectancy and literacy increasing. Responsible
government and industry leaders have begun to refrain from risky bets on exciting new exploits and
the time of grand projects, such as the Eisenhower Interstate System, the Moon Landing Program or
the development of the internet is behind us. Instead, we have to make do with incremental
improvements of existing technology, catch-up programs in developing countries and social
programs. The consequences are stalling wealth generation and an end to the dramatic changes
society has undergone since the industrial revolution now more than 200 years ago.
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