writing a mystery story

**Mastering the Art of Writing a Mystery Story: Tips, Techniques, and Inspiration**

writing a mystery story is an exciting and rewarding challenge that invites both the author and the
reader on a journey filled with suspense, unexpected twists, and intellectual puzzles. Whether you're
a seasoned writer or just starting out, crafting a compelling mystery demands a blend of creativity,
careful planning, and an understanding of what makes this genre so addictive. In this article, we’ll
explore the essential elements of mystery writing, from developing intriguing characters to building
tension and planting clues that keep readers hooked until the final page.

Understanding the Core Elements of Writing a Mystery
Story

Before diving into the craft of writing a mystery story, it's important to grasp what defines a mystery
and what readers expect from it. At its heart, a mystery revolves around a central enigma—often a
crime such as a murder, theft, or disappearance—that the protagonist seeks to solve. The narrative is
driven by the question: “What happened?” or “Who is responsible?” This question fuels the plot and
engages the reader’s curiosity.

The Role of the Detective or Protagonist

Most mystery stories feature a detective or amateur sleuth who investigates the puzzle. This
character serves as the reader’s guide through the tangled web of clues and red herrings. When
writing a mystery story, it's crucial to create a protagonist who is not only intelligent and observant
but also relatable and complex. Think about iconic detectives like Sherlock Holmes or modern
counterparts such as Lisbeth Salander from *The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo*—characters who
combine sharp minds with distinctive personalities.

Plot Structure and Pacing

The plot in a mystery must be meticulously structured to maintain suspense and keep readers
guessing. A common approach is to start with the crime or mystery, followed by the investigation,
discovery of clues, some setbacks, and ultimately, the revelation of the truth. Pacing is key—too slow,
and readers might lose interest; too fast, and the mystery won't feel satisfying. Balancing moments of
tension with periods of reflection or character development helps maintain momentum.

Techniques for Writing a Mystery Story That Captivates

Writing a mystery story is as much about how you tell it as it is about what you tell. Employing
specific techniques can elevate your narrative and deepen reader engagement.



Planting Clues and Red Herrings

One of the most thrilling aspects of mystery writing is the strategic placement of clues. These are the
breadcrumbs that lead the detective—and your readers—toward solving the puzzle. However, to keep
the mystery alive, it's equally important to include red herrings: misleading clues that create doubt
and complexity. When done well, these elements encourage readers to actively participate in the
story, piecing together information and reconsidering assumptions.

Creating Atmosphere and Setting

The setting of a mystery story can greatly enhance its mood. Whether it's a foggy London street, a
quiet rural town, or a bustling city, the environment can add layers of tension and intrigue.
Descriptive writing that appeals to the senses helps immerse readers in the story world, making the
unfolding mystery feel more immediate and real.

Writing Compelling Dialogue

Dialogue is a powerful tool in mystery writing. It reveals character motivations, provides exposition,
and can subtly introduce clues. Crafting natural and intriguing conversations between characters
helps maintain authenticity and keeps readers engaged. Pay attention to how characters
speak—unique voices add depth and can even be clues in themselves.

Building Characters That Drive the Mystery Forward

Characters are the heart of any story, and in mystery writing, they play a pivotal role in shaping the
narrative.

The Protagonist’s Backstory and Motivation

A well-developed protagonist with clear motivations adds emotional weight to the mystery. Why is
this character invested in solving the case? Are they driven by justice, personal reasons, or curiosity?
Answering these questions helps readers connect with the protagonist and care about the outcome.

Developing Suspects and Supporting Cast

The list of suspects should be diverse and believable, each with potential motives and secrets. When
writing a mystery story, giving suspects distinct personalities and backstories makes the investigation
more complex and interesting. Secondary characters, such as witnesses or friends, also contribute to
the depth of the story and can help or hinder the protagonist’s quest.



Common Challenges in Writing a Mystery Story and
How to Overcome Them

Like any genre, mystery writing comes with its own set of hurdles.

Avoiding Predictability

One of the biggest challenges is ensuring your mystery isn’t too easy to solve or too obvious. To avoid
predictability, try to think like your readers and anticipate where they might guess the outcome.
Then, add unexpected twists or subtle misdirections. Maintaining a balance between fairness and
surprise is key—readers want to feel challenged but not cheated.

Balancing Complexity and Clarity

Mystery plots can become convoluted if too many elements are introduced without clear connections.
While complexity adds intrigue, it's important to maintain clarity. Mapping out your plot beforehand or
using tools like storyboards can help you keep track of clues, character arcs, and timelines.

Maintaining Reader Engagement

Sustaining suspense throughout the story requires careful pacing and attention to detail. Incorporate
moments of tension, cliffhangers at the end of chapters, and emotional highs and lows to keep
readers invested.

Practical Tips for Getting Started with Writing a
Mystery Story

If you're eager to start writing but unsure how to begin, here are some useful tips:
e Start with a compelling hook: Open with an intriguing event or scene that immediately
raises questions.

e Create a mystery outline: Sketch the main plot points, clues, and character relationships
before drafting.

* Write from the detective’s perspective: This helps focus the narrative and control the flow
of information.

* Use a notebook or digital tool: Keep track of clues, red herrings, and character details to
maintain consistency.



e Read widely in the genre: Familiarize yourself with different styles of mystery stories to find
inspiration and understand conventions.

The Importance of Revising and Feedback

After completing your first draft, take time to revise carefully. Mystery writing benefits greatly from
multiple rounds of editing, where you can tighten the plot, enhance clues, and improve pacing.
Sharing your work with beta readers or writing groups can provide valuable feedback, especially in
spotting plot holes or predictability.

Writing a mystery story is like setting up an intricate puzzle that invites readers to play detective
alongside you. With thoughtful planning, engaging characters, and skillful storytelling, your mystery
can captivate audiences and leave them eager for more. The journey from the first clue to the final
reveal is one filled with creativity and discovery, making mystery writing a truly fulfilling creative
pursuit.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key elements to include when writing a mystery
story?

Key elements include a compelling crime or puzzle, intriguing characters, red herrings to mislead
readers, clues that lead to the solution, and a satisfying resolution that ties up loose ends.

How can | create an engaging detective or protagonist in a
mystery story?

To create an engaging protagonist, give them unique skills, a distinct personality, personal stakes in
the mystery, and flaws that make them relatable and interesting to readers.

What techniques help maintain suspense throughout a
mystery story?

Techniques include pacing the revelation of clues carefully, using cliffhangers at the end of chapters,
incorporating twists and surprises, and balancing moments of tension with brief relief to keep readers
hooked.

How important is setting in a mystery story, and how can |
use it effectively?

Setting is very important as it can create atmosphere and influence the mood. Use detailed
descriptions to immerse readers, choose settings that add to the mystery (like isolated locations), and
use the environment as part of the clues or plot.



What role do red herrings play in a mystery story?

Red herrings are false clues or misleading information that divert the reader’s attention and create
suspense. They make the story more challenging and engaging by preventing the mystery from being
too easy to solve.

How can | develop a plot that keeps readers guessing until
the end?

Develop a plot with multiple plausible suspects, layered clues, unexpected twists, and carefully
planned pacing. Avoid revealing too much too soon, and ensure the final reveal is logical and
satisfying.

What are common mistakes to avoid when writing a mystery
story?

Common mistakes include making the solution too obvious, neglecting character development,
overusing clichés, failing to plant sufficient clues, and ending with an unsatisfying or confusing
resolution.

Additional Resources

Writing a Mystery Story: Crafting Intrigue and Suspense with Precision

Writing a mystery story is an intricate art that demands not only creativity but also a keen
understanding of narrative structure, character development, and pacing. Unlike other genres,
mystery writing revolves around the deliberate withholding and gradual revelation of information,
designed to engage readers in solving puzzles alongside the protagonist. For authors aiming to
master this genre, it is essential to balance suspense, plot complexity, and character motivations
without overwhelming or confusing the audience.

The Core Elements of Mystery Writing

When approaching the task of writing a mystery story, several foundational components must be
carefully considered. These elements form the backbone of any compelling mystery and are critical in
maintaining reader interest from the opening sentence to the final reveal.

Plot Development and Structure

A mystery story thrives on a well-constructed plot that invites the reader to piece together clues.
Typically, the narrative follows a classic structure: the introduction of a crime or puzzle, the
investigation, rising tension with red herrings and false leads, and ultimately, the resolution. Writers
must strategically pace their revelations to avoid predictability while ensuring the conclusion feels
earned and logical.



In comparison to other narrative forms, mystery plots often require tighter control over information

flow. For instance, thriller stories might prioritize action and high stakes, while mysteries emphasize
intellectual engagement and deduction. Effective mystery authors use devices such as cliffhangers

and plot twists to maintain suspense and encourage active reader participation.

Characterization and Point of View

Central to writing a mystery story is the creation of believable and complex characters. The
protagonist—often a detective, amateur sleuth, or an investigator—serves as the reader’s surrogate,
guiding them through the labyrinth of clues. Equally important are the suspects, witnesses, and the
victim, each crafted with distinct motives and personalities to enrich the narrative.

Choosing the right point of view significantly impacts how the mystery unfolds. A first-person
narrative can create intimacy and unreliable narration, adding layers of complexity. Conversely, a
third-person limited perspective allows the author to present multiple viewpoints and subtle hints
without prematurely revealing the truth.

Techniques for Building Suspense and Engagement

Writing a mystery story demands more than a clever premise; it requires meticulous attention to how
suspense is built and sustained throughout the text. Several techniques are widely used to enhance
reader engagement and heighten the sense of intrigue.

Foreshadowing and Red Herrings

Foreshadowing is a subtle art of hinting at future events or revelations, setting expectations in the
reader’s mind without giving away too much. It creates a cohesive narrative where clues and
outcomes feel interconnected and purposeful. Red herrings, on the other hand, are deliberate
misdirections that challenge the reader’s assumptions and prevent the plot from becoming too
straightforward.

The balance between these two devices is delicate. Overusing red herrings can frustrate readers,
while insufficient foreshadowing may render the climax unconvincing. Skilled writers weave them
seamlessly into dialogue, setting descriptions, and character interactions, maintaining an atmosphere
of uncertainty.

Setting and Atmosphere

The setting in a mystery story often functions as more than just a backdrop; it can amplify tension
and mood. Whether it's a foggy London street, an isolated mansion, or a bustling urban environment,
the locale should contribute to the narrative’s tone and themes.

Atmospheric details—such as weather, lighting, and sounds—can evoke feelings of unease or



anticipation, subtly influencing how readers perceive events. This sensory layering is a powerful tool
in mystery writing, enhancing immersion and emotional impact.

Common Challenges in Writing a Mystery Story

Despite the allure of crafting a gripping mystery, authors frequently encounter obstacles that can
compromise the effectiveness of their stories. Recognizing these pitfalls early can improve the quality
and coherence of the narrative.

Maintaining Logical Consistency

One of the most critical challenges is ensuring that all clues, character actions, and plot developments
adhere to a logical framework. Readers of mystery fiction are often highly analytical, expecting that
every piece of information aligns with the eventual solution. Inconsistencies or unexplained gaps can
break immersion and diminish trust in the narrative.

To avoid this, writers may benefit from outlining their plots extensively before writing, mapping clues
and timelines to verify coherence. Revising drafts with an eye toward logical progression is equally
essential.

Avoiding Predictability

Predictability is perhaps the greatest threat to a mystery story’s success. If readers can deduce the
solution too early or find the twists clichéd, the story loses its impact. Balancing the complexity of the
plot with clarity is key; an overly convoluted mystery risks alienating readers, while a simplistic one
fails to challenge them.

Incorporating unique character traits, unconventional motives, and unexpected but plausible

resolutions can help sustain interest. Additionally, varying narrative pace and introducing emotional
stakes deepen reader investment.

Practical Tips for Aspiring Mystery Writers

For those embarking on the journey of writing a mystery story, several practical strategies can
facilitate the creative process and enhance the final product.

o Start with a compelling hook: The inciting incident should immediately engage readers,
presenting a puzzle or conflict that demands resolution.

* Develop multidimensional characters: Avoid stereotypes by giving characters realistic
motivations and flaws.



Outline key plot points: Mapping out the mystery’s structure helps maintain pacing and
logical flow.

Incorporate authentic details: Research settings, forensic methods, or historical contexts to
lend credibility.

Revise for clarity and suspense: Multiple drafts allow refinement of clues, dialogue, and
pacing.

Engage beta readers: Feedback from mystery enthusiasts can highlight plot holes or
predictability issues.

Leveraging Technology and Writing Tools

Modern writing tools and software can assist authors in organizing complex plots and character
relationships. Programs like Scrivener or plotting apps enable writers to visualize timelines and
interconnected clues, reducing the chance of oversight.

Additionally, online forums and writing communities provide valuable peer support and critique, which
are particularly beneficial in a genre where precision is paramount.

Writing a mystery story involves a delicate balance of creativity, structure, and psychological insight.

The genre’s enduring popularity attests to the human fascination with puzzles and the satisfaction of

uncovering hidden truths. As writers refine their craft, they contribute to a rich tradition of storytelling
that challenges the mind and captivates the imagination.
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writing a mystery story: The Technique of the Mystery Story Carolyn Wells, 2017-01-08 Do
you love mystery stories, such as the Sherlock Holmes stories and those of Edgar Allan Poe and
Agatha Christie? Do you ever yearn to be a good writer of mysteries?Carolyn Wells was a prolific
author of mystery novels. In this detailed book, she teaches the history, types, principles, devices,
plots, and structures of mystery writings. She gives advice to would-be authors of this genre,
including ghost and riddle stories as well as detective and crime mysteries.This authoritative work
begins with a justification of mystery as a legitimate literary art form, with numerous quotations
from authorities. Then proceeding systematically through her topics, she explains and illustrates the
mystery-writing craft with excerpts from mystery works and quotations of literary critics and notable
authors.The lover of mystery will find many authors and stories cited and excerpted in this book,
which would be a good resource for finding more material to satisfy the reader's thirst for the genre.
Aspiring authors will find insights through the critical eyes of this successful mystery author and of
the many authors whom she quotes.This is virtually a miniature course in creative writing of the
mystery story.

writing a mystery story: The Technique of the Mystery Story Carolyn Wells, 2017-05-19
For one, I have never been one of those who apologize for my frank and never-ending delight in
mystery stories. Their mazes have led me unwearied through miles of printed pages, and if only the
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problem has been worth while, and its pursuit has led along surprising ways, past shuddery thickets
and over fearsome bridges, my soul has returned to sober affairs refreshed and content. In a word,
here is a remarkable volume which shows us how the wheels go round, not by dogmatic statement,
but by an amazing breadth and variety of citation and quotation, showing not only what great
mystery writers have thought of their art, but illustrating by apposite examples how they secured
their effects.

writing a mystery story: The Technique of the Mystery Story Carolyn Wells, 2015-10-20 Do
you love mystery stories, such as the Sherlock Holmes stories and those of Edgar Allan Poe and
Agatha Christie? Do you ever yearn to be a good writer of mysteries? Carolyn Wells was a prolific
author of mystery novels. In this detailed book, she teaches the history, types, principles, devices,
plots, and structures of mystery writings. She gives advice to would-be authors of this genre,
including ghost and riddle stories as well as detective and crime mysteries. This authoritative work
begins with a justification of mystery as a legitimate literary art form, with numerous quotations
from authorities. Then proceeding systematically through her topics, she explains and illustrates the
mystery-writing craft with excerpts from mystery works and quotations of literary critics and notable
authors. The lover of mystery will find many authors and stories cited and excerpted in this book,
which would be a good resource for finding more material to satisfy the reader's thirst for the genre.
Aspiring authors will find insights through the critical eyes of this successful mystery author and of
the many authors whom she quotes. This is virtually a miniature course in creative writing of the
mystery story. Notice: This Book is published by Historical Books Limited
(www.publicdomain.org.uk) as a Public Domain Book, if you have any inquiries, requests or need any
help you can just send an email to publications@publicdomain.org.uk This book is found as a public
domain and free book based on various online catalogs, if you think there are any problems regard
copyright issues please contact us immediately via DMCA@publicdomain.org.uk

writing a mystery story: The Technique of the Mystery Story Carolyn Wells, 2019-07-19 Do
you love mystery stories, such as the Sherlock Holmes stories and those of Edgar Allan Poe and
Agatha Christie? Do you ever yearn to be a good writer of mysteries?Carolyn Wells was a prolific
author of mystery novels. In this detailed book, she teaches the history, types, principles, devices,
plots, and structures of mystery writings. She gives advice to would-be authors of this genre,
including ghost and riddle stories as well as detective and crime mysteries.This authoritative work
begins with a justification of mystery as a legitimate literary art form, with numerous quotations
from authorities. Then proceeding systematically through her topics, she explains and illustrates the
mystery-writing craft with excerpts from mystery works and quotations of literary critics and notable
authors.The lover of mystery will find many authors and stories cited and excerpted in this book,
which would be a good resource for finding more material to satisfy the reader's thirst for the genre.
Aspiring authors will find insights through the critical eyes of this successful mystery author and of
the many authors whom she quotes.This is virtually a miniature course in creative writing of the
mystery story.

writing a mystery story: The Technique of the Mystery Story Illustrated Carolyn Wells,
2022-02-23 Do you love mystery stories, such as the Sherlock Holmes stories and those of Edgar
Allan Poe and Agatha Christie? Do you ever yearn to be a good writer of mysteries? Carolyn Wells
was a prolific author of mystery novels. In this detailed book, she teaches the history, types,
principles, devices, plots, and structures of mystery writings. She gives advice to would-be authors
of this genre, including ghost and riddle stories as well as detective and crime mysteries. This
authoritative work begins with a justification of mystery as a legitimate literary art form, with
numerous quotations from authorities. Then proceeding systematically through her topics, she
explains and illustrates the mystery-writing craft with excerpts from mystery works and quotations
of literary critics and notable authors. The lover of mystery will find many authors and stories cited
and excerpted in this book, which would be a good resource for finding more material to satisfy the
reader's thirst for the genre. Aspiring authors will find insights through the critical eyes of this
successful mystery author and of the many authors whom she quotes. This is virtually a miniature



course in creative writing of the mystery story.

writing a mystery story: Writing Mysteries in the Classroom Cheryl Garrett, 2007-05
Students naturally love the thrill of solving crimes and cracking mysteries. Why not allow them to
learn to write their own suspenseful stories? Writing Mysteries in the Classroom takes students
step-by-step through the process of creating a good mystery story. Lessons include creating
believable settings, writing suspenseful plots, detailing a crime scene, implementing mysterious
tones and moods, describing suspicious characters, and writing realistic dialogue. Each lesson
includes examples for students to follow and contains exercises that allow students to progressively
complete their own detective stories. Grades 5-8

writing a mystery story: The Technique of the Mystery Story Carolyn Wells Carolyn Wells,
2017-01-04 Do you love mystery stories, such as the Sherlock Holmes stories and those of Edgar
Allan Poe and Agatha Christie? Do you ever yearn to be a good writer of mysteries? Carolyn Wells
was a prolific author of mystery novels. In this detailed book, she teaches the history, types,
principles, devices, plots, and structures of mystery writings. She gives advice to would-be authors
of this genre, including ghost and riddle stories as well as detective and crime mysteries. This
authoritative work begins with a justification of mystery as a legitimate literary art form, with
numerous quotations from authorities. Then proceeding systematically through her topics, she
explains and illustrates the mystery-writing craft with excerpts from mystery works and quotations
of literary critics and notable authors.

writing a mystery story: The Technique of the Mystery Story Carolyn Wells, 2020-06-18 Do you
love mystery stories, such as the Sherlock Holmes stories and those of Edgar Allan Poe and Agatha
Christie? Do you ever yearn to be a good writer of mysteries?Carolyn Wells was a prolific author of
mystery novels. In this detailed book, she teaches the history, types, principles, devices, plots, and
structures of mystery writings. She gives advice to would-be authors of this genre, including ghost
and riddle stories as well as detective and crime mysteries.This authoritative work begins with a
justification of mystery as a legitimate literary art form, with numerous quotations from authorities.
Then proceeding systematically through her topics, she explains and illustrates the mystery-writing
craft with excerpts from mystery works and quotations of literary critics and notable authors.The
lover of mystery will find many authors and stories cited and excerpted in this book, which would be
a good resource for finding more material to satisfy the reader's thirst for the genre. Aspiring
authors will find insights through the critical eyes of this successful mystery author and of the many
authors whom she quotes.This is virtually a miniature course in creative writing of the mystery
story.We are happy to announce this classic book. Many of the books in our collection have not been
published for decades and are therefore not broadly available to the readers. Our goal is to access
the very large literary repository of general public books. The main contents of our entire classical
books are the original works. To ensure high quality products, all the titles are chosen carefully by
our staff. We hope you enjoy this classic.

writing a mystery story: Writing Prompts and Models Steve Harrison, 2001-10

writing a mystery story: Carolyn Wells - The Technique of the Mystery Story Carolyn
Wells, 2016-12-18 Do you love mystery stories, such as the Sherlock Holmes stories and those of
Edgar Allan Poe and Agatha Christie? Do you ever yearn to be a good writer of mysteries? Carolyn
Wells was a prolific author of mystery novels. In this detailed book, she teaches the history, types,
principles, devices, plots, and structures of mystery writings. She gives advice to would-be authors
of this genre, including ghost and riddle stories as well as detective and crime mysteries. This
authoritative work begins with a justification of mystery as a legitimate literary art form, with
numerous quotations from authorities. Then proceeding systematically through her topics, she
explains and illustrates the mystery-writing craft with excerpts from mystery works and quotations
of literary critics and notable authors. The lover of mystery will find many authors and stories cited
and excerpted in this book, which would be a good resource for finding more material to satisfy the
reader's thirst for the genre. Aspiring authors will find insights through the critical eyes of this
successful mystery author and of the many authors whom she quotes. This is virtually a miniature



course in creative writing of the mystery story.

writing a mystery story: The Technique of the Mystery Story Carolyn Wells, 2019-04-06 Do
you love mystery stories, such as the Sherlock Holmes stories and those of Edgar Allan Poe and
Agatha Christie? Do you ever yearn to be a good writer of mysteries?Carolyn Wells was a prolific
author of mystery novels. In this detailed book, she teaches the history, types, principles, devices,
plots, and structures of mystery writings. She gives advice to would-be authors of this genre,
including ghost and riddle stories as well as detective and crime mysteries.This authoritative work
begins with a justification of mystery as a legitimate literary art form, with numerous quotations
from authorities. Then proceeding systematically through her topics, she explains and illustrates the
mystery-writing craft with excerpts from mystery works and quotations of literary critics and notable
authors.The lover of mystery will find many authors and stories cited and excerpted in this book,
which would be a good resource for finding more material to satisfy the reader's thirst for the genre.
Aspiring authors will find insights through the critical eyes of this successful mystery author and of
the many authors whom she quotes.This is virtually a miniature course in creative writing of the
mystery story.

writing a mystery story: The Technique of the Mystery Story Carolyn Wells, 2018-01-17 Do you
love mystery stories, such as the Sherlock Holmes stories and those of Edgar Allan Poe and Agatha
Christie? Do you ever yearn to be a good writer of mysteries?Carolyn Wells was a prolific author of
mystery novels. In this detailed book, she teaches the history, types, principles, devices, plots, and
structures of mystery writings. She gives advice to would-be authors of this genre, including ghost
and riddle stories as well as detective and crime mysteries.This authoritative work begins with a
justification of mystery as a legitimate literary art form, with numerous quotations from authorities.
Then proceeding systematically through her topics, she explains and illustrates the mystery-writing
craft with excerpts from mystery works and quotations of literary critics and notable authors.The
lover of mystery will find many authors and stories cited and excerpted in this book, which would be
a good resource for finding more material to satisfy the reader's thirst for the genre. Aspiring
authors will find insights through the critical eyes of this successful mystery author and of the many
authors whom she quotes.This is virtually a miniature course in creative writing of the mystery story.

writing a mystery story: The Technique of the Mystery Story Carolyn Wells, 1913-05-02 Do you
love mystery stories, such as the Sherlock Holmes stories and those of Edgar Allan Poe and Agatha
Christie? Do you ever yearn to be a good writer of mysteries? Carolyn Wells was a prolific author of
mystery novels. In this detailed book, she teaches the history, types, principles, devices, plots, and
structures of mystery writings. She gives advice to would-be authors of this genre, including ghost
and riddle stories as well as detective and crime mysteries. This authoritative work begins with a
justification of mystery as a legitimate literary art form, with numerous quotations from authorities.
Then proceeding systematically through her topics, she explains and illustrates the mystery-writing
craft with excerpts from mystery works and quotations of literary critics and notable authors. The
lover of mystery will find many authors and stories cited and excerpted in this book, which would be
a good resource for finding more material to satisfy the reader's thirst for the genre. Aspiring
authors will find insights through the critical eyes of this successful mystery author and of the many
authors whom she quotes. This is virtually a miniature course in creative writing of the mystery
story.

writing a mystery story: The Technique of the Mystery Story Carolyn Wells, 2021-03-22 Do you
love mystery stories, such as the Sherlock Holmes stories and those of Edgar Allan Poe and Agatha
Christie? Do you ever yearn to be a good writer of mysteries? Carolyn Wells was a prolific author of
mystery novels. In this detailed book, she teaches the history, types, principles, devices, plots, and
structures of mystery writings. She gives advice to would-be authors of this genre, including ghost
and riddle stories as well as detective and crime mysteries. This authoritative work begins with a
justification of mystery as a legitimate literary art form, with numerous quotations from authorities.
Then proceeding systematically through her topics, she explains and illustrates the mystery-writing
craft with excerpts from mystery works and quotations of literary critics and notable authors. The



lover of mystery will find many authors and stories cited and excerpted in this book, which would be
a good resource for finding more material to satisfy the reader's thirst for the genre. Aspiring
authors will find insights through the critical eyes of this successful mystery author and of the many
authors whom she quotes. This is virtually a miniature course in creative writing of the mystery
story.

writing a mystery story: The Technique of the Mystery Story Carolyn Wells, 2015-04-21
Support Struggle for Public Domain: like and share http://facebook.com/BookLiberationFront Do you
love mystery stories, such as the Sherlock Holmes stories and those of Edgar Allan Poe and Agatha
Christie? Do you ever yearn to be a good writer of mysteries? Carolyn Wells was a prolific author of
mystery novels. In this detailed book, she teaches the history, types, principles, devices, plots, and
structures of mystery writings. She gives advice to would-be authors of this genre, including ghost
and riddle stories as well as detective and crime mysteries. This authoritative work begins with a
justification of mystery as a legitimate literary art form, with numerous quotations from authorities.
Then proceeding systematically through her topics, she explains and illustrates the mystery-writing
craft with excerpts from mystery works and quotations of literary critics and notable authors. The
lover of mystery will find many authors and stories cited and excerpted in this book, which would be
a good resource for finding more material to satisfy the reader's thirst for the genre. Aspiring
authors will find insights through the critical eyes of this successful mystery author and of the many
authors whom she quotes. This is virtually a miniature course in creative writing of the mystery
story.

writing a mystery story: The Technique of the Mystery Story Carolyn Wells, 2018-04-20 Do you
love mystery stories, such as the Sherlock Holmes stories and those of Edgar Allan Poe and Agatha
Christie? Do you ever yearn to be a good writer of mysteries? Carolyn Wells was a prolific author of
mystery novels. In this detailed book, she teaches the history, types, principles, devices, plots, and
structures of mystery writings. She gives advice to would-be authors of this genre, including ghost
and riddle stories as well as detective and crime mysteries. This authoritative work begins with a
justification of mystery as a legitimate literary art form, with numerous quotations from authorities.
Then proceeding systematically through her topics, she explains and illustrates the mystery-writing
craft with excerpts from mystery works and quotations of literary critics and notable authors. The
lover of mystery will find many authors and stories cited and excerpted in this book, which would be
a good resource for finding more material to satisfy the reader's thirst for the genre. Aspiring
authors will find insights through the critical eyes of this successful mystery author and of the many
authors whom she quotes. This is virtually a miniature course in creative writing of the mystery
story. We are delighted to publish this classic book as part of our extensive Classic Library
collection. Many of the books in our collection have been out of print for decades, and therefore have
not been accessible to the general public. The aim of our publishing program is to facilitate rapid
access to this vast reservoir of literature, and our view is that this is a significant literary work,
which deserves to be brought back into print after many decades. The contents of the vast majority
of titles in the Classic Library have been scanned from the original works. To ensure a high quality
product, each title has been meticulously hand curated by our staff. Our philosophy has been guided
by a desire to provide the reader with a book that is as close as possible to ownership of the original
work. We hope that you will enjoy this wonderful classic work, and that for you it becomes an
enriching experience.

writing a mystery story: The Technique of the Mystery Story Illustrated Carolyn Wellsq,
2020-04-18 Do you love mystery stories, such as the Sherlock Holmes stories and those of Edgar
Allan Poe and Agatha Christie? Do you ever yearn to be a good writer of mysteries? Carolyn Wells
was a prolific author of mystery novels. In this detailed book, she teaches the history, types,
principles, devices, plots, and structures of mystery writings. She gives advice to would-be authors
of this genre, including ghost and riddle stories as well as detective and crime mysteries. This
authoritative work begins with a justification of mystery as a legitimate literary art form, with
numerous quotations from authorities. Then proceeding systematically through her topics, she



explains and illustrates the mystery-writing craft with excerpts from mystery works and quotations
of literary critics and notable authors. The lover of mystery will find many authors and stories cited
and excerpted in this book, which would be a good resource for finding more material to satisfy the
reader's thirst for the genre. Aspiring authors will find insights through the critical eyes of this
successful mystery author and of the many authors whom she quotes. This is virtually a miniature
course in creative writing of the mystery story.

writing a mystery story: The Complete Idiot's Guide to Creative Writing, 2nd edition
Laurie Rozakis, 2004-06-01 A creative writing class in a book -REVISED. Major revisions take this
popular Complete Idiot's Guide to a new level, offering readers a better way to unlock their
creativity from the first page. Exercises help them explore their talents and experiment with
different genres and forms of writing, including short stories, narrative fiction, memoirs, magazine
articles, poetry, drama, blogging, and freewriting.

writing a mystery story: Princeton Alumni Weekly, 1931

writing a mystery story: The Complete Guide to Writing & Publishing Your First e-Book
Martha Maeda, 2015-02-06 The advent of Amazon s Kindle in 2007 allowed millions of writers to
make the leap from paper to the electronic screen. Several eReader competitors recently joined the
ring, introducing products such as the Apple iPad, Barnes & Noble Nook, the updated Sony Reader,
and Samsung Papyrus. The publishing world is experiencing a revolution with these electronic
readers and you can catch up to speed by learning the ins and outs of publishing with this low-cost,
high-profit publisher. The Complete Guide to Writing & Publishing Your First eBook is a guide for
anyone who s dreamt about becoming a published author and is intrigued by the profitable new
prospect of ePublishing but didn t know where to start. EBook sales hovered around $500 million at
the end of 2009, and are steadily climbing. If you re passionate about writing and using new
technology to market yourself and your work, this book will explain how you can do what you love
and increase your earning potential. Start off with understanding what an eBook is and the
differences between traditional and digital publishing, and the benefits involved. You will identify
and learn the details of more than 15 eReaders, including the three top-selling: Kindle, Nook, and
Sony Reader. You will employ the basics of analyzing your audience, brainstorming, writing, editing,
and marketing according to the type of eReader. You will learn the process of getting your book
published, how to change or alter the format or style of your book to match the necessities of the
eReader, and how to optimize the format of any text for e-reading. We spent dozens of hours
interviewing writers who are experts in the art of digital publishing to provide a complete overview
of everything you need to know about publishing your eBook. Not only will you learn how to upload
your work through an eReader, you will also hone your writing skills with tips, writing exercises, and
writing resources. You will learn how to target your book to the right demographic and what you can
do to promote your book in online inventories. You will learn the basics of viral marketing
promotion, SEO, and building a business with digital publications. You will learn how to work with
your eReader to produce innovative content, and you will learn how to monitor for updates to the
electronic publishing industry. No matter what your goals are, you can start publishing from your
home with eReader technology
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