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Smallest Empire in History: A Fascinating Journey into the Tiny Realms of Power

smallest empire in history might sound like an oxymoron at first—empires conjure images of vast
territories, sprawling armies, and immense influence stretching across continents. Yet, history is sprinkled
with intriguing examples of empires that were surprisingly tiny in size but still wielded the title of
"empire.” Exploring these miniature empires reveals fascinating insights into how power, politics, and

symbolism intersected in human civilization, regardless of geographic scale.

If you’re curious about how the concept of empire has worked in different contexts and eras, this article
will take you through some of the smallest empires ever recorded, their origins, significance, and what we

can learn from these tiny dominions.

‘What Defines an Empire?

Before we dive into specific examples, it’s important to understand what qualifies a state or realm as an
“empire.” Generally, an empire is a political entity characterized by extensive territories or diverse peoples
ruled by a single sovereign authority, often an emperor or empress. However, this definition isn’t
rigid—some empires were vast and influential, like the Roman or British Empires, while others were

modest in size but still bore the imperial title.
The key elements usually include:

- Centralized authority under an emperor or similar ruler
- Control over one or more territories or peoples beyond the ruler’s original domain

- A system that projects sovereignty and often cultural or political dominance

With these criteria in mind, some of the smallest empires in history may surprise you with their humble

dimensions yet grandiose claims.

The Smallest Empire in History: The Empire of Trebizond

One historical contender often cited as among the smallest empires in history is the Empire of Trebizond.
Established in 1204, this empire occupied a narrow strip of land along the Black Sea coast, in what is now
northeastern Turkey. Although it lasted for over two centuries, its territory was confined to roughly 3,000

square kilometers—tiny compared to contemporaries like the Byzantine Empire.



Origin and Legacy

The Empire of Trebizond was founded by members of the Byzantine Komnenos dynasty after the Fourth
Crusade sacked Constantinople. It served as a refuge and continuation of Byzantine imperial traditions,
despite its limited territorial reach. Trebizond’s rulers styled themselves as emperors, maintained a court

with Byzantine customs, and acted as a significant cultural and trade center.

Though geographically small, Trebizond’s significance lay in its symbolic continuity of imperial authority

and its role as a buffer state between larger powers such as the Seljuks and later the Ottomans.

The Empire of Nicaea: Another Small Yet Influential Empire

Similar to Trebizond, the Empire of Nicaea was a Byzantine successor state after the fall of Constantinople
in 1204. While it controlled a larger area than Trebizond, its size was still modest compared to earlier

Byzantine expanses.

Why the Empire of Nicaea Matters

The Empire of Nicaea was critical in preserving Byzantine governance and culture during a period of
fragmentation. It eventually recaptured Constantinople in 1261, restoring the Byzantine Empire. Despite its
smaller size during its existence, Nicaea’s impact was outsized, illustrating how an empire’s influence isn’t

always proportional to its territory.

Micronations: Modern Smallest Empires?

When we talk about the smallest empire in history, it’s tempting to look at modern micronations—self-
declared entities with tiny land areas, often just a few square meters or less. Examples include the Empire
of Atlantium or the Principality of Sealand. These modern “empires” are usually symbolic or satirical,

lacking formal recognition but serving unique cultural or political purposes.

What Distinguishes Historical Empires from Micronations?

- ¥Sovereignty and Recognition:** Traditional empires had recognized authority over their territories and
peoples, even if limited. Micronations often lack formal diplomatic recognition.

- *Governance and Administration:** Empires managed administrative systems, taxation, and diplomacy.



Many micronations are more performative or hobbyist in nature.
- ¥Historical Impact** Empires influenced regional politics, culture, and history in meaningful ways,

while micronations tend to be niche or symbolic projects.

Still, micronations reflect the enduring fascination with empire-building on any scale—even if it’s just a

backyard or a platform in the ocean.

Why Do Tiny Empires Matter in History?

Studying the smallest empires in history offers valuable perspectives on power dynamics, identity, and

survival. Here’s why these miniature realms are worth exploring:
e Symbolism Over Size: Even small empires often carried symbolic weight, claiming legitimacy and
continuity in turbulent times.

e Strategic Importance: Some tiny empires controlled key trade routes, ports, or mountain passes,

magnifying their influence beyond their size.

e Political Complexity: Their survival often depended on deft diplomacy, alliances, and balancing the

interests of larger neighbors.

e Cultural Preservation: Small empires sometimes acted as guardians of cultural or religious traditions

during periods of upheaval.

In that way, the concept of empire is not just about landmass but about the ability to govern, influence, and

endure.

Other Notable Small Empires in History

While Trebizond and Nicaea are prime examples, history includes other compact empires worth

mentioning:

The Aksumite Empire

Located in modern-day Ethiopia and Eritrea, the Aksumite Empire was a powerful trading empire from



approximately 100 AD to 940 AD. Although relatively small geographically compared to vast Asian or

European empires, Aksum exerted significant influence over the Red Sea trade and early Christian history.

The Empire of Kanem-Bornu

Situated in parts of modern Chad, Nigeria, and Libya, Kanem-Bornu was a medieval African empire that,

despite its modest size, played a crucial role in trans-Saharan trade and regional politics for centuries.

Lessons from the Smallest Empires in History

One takeaway from exploring these tiny empires is that power doesn’t always correlate with size. Political
savvy, economic strategy, and cultural strength often mattered more. For historians and enthusiasts alike,

these empires challenge the notion that bigger is always better.

As you think about the smallest empire in history, consider how these microcosms of authority managed to
carve out identities and legacies. They remind us that history is rich with nuance—sometimes, empires

come in small packages with outsized stories.

Whether you’re fascinated by Byzantine successor states, intrigued by African trading kingdoms, or
amused by modern micronations, the story of the smallest empire in history offers endless avenues for

discovery and reflection.

Frequently Asked Questions

‘What is considered the smallest empire in history?

The smallest empire in history is often considered to be the Empire of Trebizond, which controlled a

relatively small territory along the southeastern coast of the Black Sea from 1204 to 1461.

Why is the Roman Empire not the smallest empire in history?

The Roman Empire was one of the largest empires in history, spanning vast territories across Europe, Asia,

and Africa, making it much larger than the smallest empires known.

Did any ancient empires span only a few square miles?

Most ancient empires controlled large regions; however, some city-states or micronations might have

existed but are not typically classified as empires due to their limited political influence.



Can modern micronations be considered the smallest empires?

Modern micronations are self-declared entities with very small territories but lack recognition and imperial

structure, so they are generally not considered true empires.

What criteria define an empire as 'smallest’ in history?

An empire's size can be defined by its territorial extent, population, duration, and political influence. The

'smallest empire' typically refers to the smallest territorial control while maintaining imperial status.

Was the Empire of Trebizond really an empire despite its small size?

Yes, the Empire of Trebizond maintained imperial titles, a court, and sovereignty, which qualifies it as an

empire historically, even though its territory was small compared to others.

Are there any other notable small empires besides Trebizond?

Other small empires include the Empire of Nicaea and the Empire of Jebel Shammar, which controlled

limited territories but held imperial ambitions and governance structures.

Additional Resources

Smallest Empire in History: An Analytical Review of Micro-Empires and Their Impact

smallest empire in history is a fascinating subject that challenges common perceptions of what constitutes an
empire. Typically, empires are associated with vast territories, expansive populations, and considerable
military and economic power. However, history reveals instances where empires—despite their minimal
geographic footprint or population size—exerted influence, claimed sovereignty, and left lasting legacies.
This article delves into some of the most notable diminutive empires, analyzing their characteristics,

historical contexts, and the implications of their size on their governance and legacy.

Defining Empires and the Significance of Size

Before identifying the smallest empire in history, it is essential to clarify what is meant by an “empire.”
Traditionally, an empire is a political entity that extends its sovereignty over diverse territories and
peoples, often ruled by an emperor or an equivalent authority. While size is a factor, the defining features
of an empire include centralized control, imperial administration, and the assertion of dominance beyond a

single city-state or kingdom.

The term “smallest empire” often relates to territorial extent, population, or duration of control. However,



these variables can be misleading without context. Some empires were small in area but wielded significant
cultural or economic influence, while others were geographically vast but weak in administration.

Considering this, the exploration of the smallest empire in history requires a nuanced approach.

Examining the Smallest Empires: Notable Examples

The Empire of Trebizond (1204—1461)

Although not the smallest in absolute terms, the Empire of Trebizond serves as an example of a relatively
small empire that survived for over two centuries. Emerging from the fragmentation of the Byzantine
Empire after the Fourth Crusade, Trebizond controlled a narrow strip along the southern coast of the Black
Sea. Covering roughly 10,000 square kilometers and governing a modest population, it maintained imperial

status through its claim to Byzantine heritage and strategic trade position.

Despite its limited size, Trebizond was economically vibrant and politically autonomous, demonstrating that
even small empires could sustain themselves amid larger rivals. Its longevity suggests that size alone does

not determine imperial durability.

The Kongo Empire: A Compact African Power

The Kingdom of Kongo, at its zenith in the 15th and 16th centuries, is sometimes referred to as an empire
due to its centralized monarchy and extensive influence over neighboring regions. While its territory
spanned approximately 129,000 square kilometers, relatively modest compared to Eurasian empires, its
political sophistication and interaction with Portuguese colonizers mark it as a significant African imperial

entity.

The Kongo Empire’s compact size facilitated effective governance but also made it vulnerable to external
pressures, particularly from European powers. It illustrates the complexities of defining empire through

geography alone.

The Aztec Empire: Compact Yet Powerful

The Aztec Empire, centered around modern-day Mexico City, controlled an area of roughly 220,000 square
kilometers. Despite being smaller than many Old World empires, it exercised considerable control over its

tributary states through a complex system of alliances and military dominance.



The Aztec Empire’s influence extended beyond physical borders through cultural and economic means,

reinforcing the idea that the smallest empire in history can still wield significant regional power.

The Short-Lived Empire of Sulu

The Sultanate of Sulu, located in the southwestern Philippines, controlled an area of a few thousand square
kilometers but had influence over maritime trade routes and neighboring islands. Its empire status is
sometimes debated due to its size and primarily naval nature. Nevertheless, it functioned as a sovereign
entity with imperial ambitions, showcasing how maritime empires could be small in landmass yet

impactful.

Micro-Empires and Their Unique Characteristics

The concept of micro-empires—empires with exceptionally small territorial holdings—offers insight into
how small-scale political entities operated within larger geopolitical frameworks. These empires often
relied on strategic advantages such as trade control, military innovation, or religious authority rather than

sheer size.

Case Study: The Empire of Nicaea (1204—1261)

Following the fall of Constantinople during the Fourth Crusade, the Empire of Nicaea emerged as a
Byzantine successor state. Although it controlled a fraction of the original Byzantine lands, covering an area
of approximately 65,000 square kilometers, it maintained imperial ambitions and ultimately restored the

Byzantine Empire in 1261.

The Nicaean example highlights how small territorial control does not preclude imperial legitimacy or

ambition.

Factors Influencing the Size of Empires

Several factors contribute to why some empires remained small or contracted over time:

¢ Geographical Constraints: Natural barriers such as mountains, deserts, or seas limited expansion.

e Political Fragmentation: Internal divisions and rivalries curtailed territorial ambitions.



¢ Economic Resources: Limited resources reduced the capacity to maintain large armies or administer

expansive territories.

¢ External Pressures: Neighboring powers and invasions forced smaller empires to defend limited

domains.

Understanding these factors helps contextualize why certain empires remained small but still achieved

imperial status.

Comparative Analysis: Smallest Empires and Their Legacy

When comparing the smallest empire in history to their larger counterparts, several observations emerge:

1. Administrative Efficiency: Smaller empires often boasted more manageable bureaucracies, allowing

for effective governance and rapid decision-making.

2. Cultural Impact: Size does not necessarily correlate with cultural influence; some small empires

produced significant art, literature, and religious movements.

3. Military Prowess: Compact empires sometimes maintained elite forces, leveraging quality over

quantity in warfare.

4. Longevity and Stability: While some small empires endured for centuries, others were ephemeral,

highlighting the variable nature of imperial durability.

For instance, the Aztec Empire’s relatively limited size did not prevent it from developing a sophisticated
social structure and asserting dominance over a large population. Conversely, the Empire of Trebizond,

despite its smaller scale, preserved Byzantine traditions and influenced trade networks.

The Modern Relevance of the Smallest Empires

In contemporary discussions of statehood and sovereignty, the notion of small empires resonates with
microstates and city-states. Entities such as Monaco, Vatican City, and Singapore, while not empires in the

traditional sense, exercise significant influence disproportionate to their size.



The study of the smallest empire in history offers valuable lessons on how political entities can leverage
strategic advantages, cultural capital, and economic specialization to exert influence. It also underscores the

complexity of imperialism beyond mere territorial acquisition.

Implications for Geopolitical Studies

For historians and political scientists, examining small-scale empires enriches understanding of state
formation, imperial governance, and the dynamics of power. These cases challenge the assumption that
larger territory equates to greater strength, emphasizing the importance of context, leadership, and

adaptability.

Conclusion: Reevaluating the Concept of Empire Through Size

While it is difficult to definitively crown the smallest empire in history due to varying definitions and
historical records, the examples explored reveal that small empires played crucial roles in regional and
global history. Their size, whether measured in square kilometers or population, did not inherently limit

their imperial identity or impact.

By investigating these diminutive yet significant empires, scholars gain a more nuanced perspective on
power, sovereignty, and cultural influence. This deeper understanding encourages a reevaluation of the
traditional metrics used to assess empires and highlights the diversity present in human political

organization throughout history.
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smallest empire in history: World History Lessons for the Stuff That's Hard to Teach
Social Studies School Service, 2006 Activities for secondary students centered on specific historical
and current events.

smallest empire in history: J. G. Herder on Social and Political Culture J. G. Herder, 1969-04
The texts collected in this volume contain Herder's most original and stimulating ideas on politics,
history and language.

smallest empire in history: The Cambridge History of Africa J. D. Fage, Roland Anthony
Oliver, Michael Crowder, 1975 The eighth and final volume of The Cambridge History of Africa
covers the period 1940-75. It begins with a discussion of the role of the Second World War in the
political decolonisation of Africa. Its terminal date of 1975 coincides with the retreat of Portugal, the
last European colonial power in Africa, from its possessions and their accession to independence.
The fifteen chapters which make up this volume examine on both a continental and regional scale
the extent to which formal transfer of political power by the European colonial rulers also involved
economic, social and cultural decolonisation. A major theme of the volume is the way the African
successors to the colonial rulers dealt with their inheritance and how far they benefited particular
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economic groups and disadvantaged others. The contributors to this volume represent different
disciplinary traditions and do not share a single theoretical perspective on the recent history of the
continent, a subject that is still the occasion for passionate debate.

smallest empire in history: Herder on Social and Political Culture a Selection of Texts
Translated, Edited and with an Introduction by F. M. Barnard ,

smallest empire in history: Memories of Post-Imperial Nations Dietmar Rothermund,
2015-05-14 Memories of Post-Imperial Nations presents the first transnational comparison of Great
Britain, the Netherlands, Belgium, France, Portugal, Italy and Japan, all of whom lost or
‘decolonized' their overseas empires after 1945. Since the empires of the world crumbled, the
post-imperial nations have been struggling to come to terms with the present, and as recall sets in
‘wars of memory' have arisen, leading to a process of collective 'editing'. As these nations rebuild
themselves they shed old characteristics and acquire new ones, looking at new orientations. This
book brings together varying perspectives with historians and political scientists of these nations
attempting to bind memory and its experience of different post-imperial nations.

smallest empire in history: A History of All Nations from the Earliest Times , 1905

smallest empire in history: General History of the Caribbean Ibarra Cuesta, Jorge, Laurence,
K.O., UNESCO, 2011-12-31 The title of Volume IV of the General History of the Caribbean, the Long
Nineteenth Century, indicates its range, from the last years of the eighteenth to the first two
decades of the twentieth. The volume begins during the hegemony of the European nations and the
social and economic dominance of the slave masters. It ends with the hegemony of the United States
of America and the economic dominance of American and European agricultural and mercantile
corporations. The chapters provide thematic accounts of societies emerging from slavery at different
times during the century and also of the circumstances that affected the extent to which these
societies were autochthonous within their various territories. The book's survey of this span of 150
years begins with the Haitian Revolution and its repercussions both within the region and outside. It
then examines in turn the variety of ways in which the emancipated, their ex-masters and the
colonial powers related to each other in the economy, polity and society of various territories; the
economy of sugar in decline; the hostility of local landed elites to the welfare of the emancipated, to
the ways landless labourers adapted to survive, and to interregional migrations; the social and
cultural transformations of new populations from Africa, India and China; the technical innovations
in the sugar industry towards the end of the century that differentiate the interests of field owner
from factory owner; the decline of white pre-eminence, yet their resistance to claims for autonomy
and an end to colonial tutelage

smallest empire in history: A History of All Nations , 1902

smallest empire in history: Computer Supported Cooperative Work and Social
Computing Yuqing Sun, Tun Lu, Yinzhang Guo, Xiaoxia Song, Hongfei Fan, Dongning Liu, Liping
Gao, Bowen Du, 2023-05-12 This two-volume set constitutes the refereed proceedings of the 17th
CCF Conference on Computer Supported Cooperative Work and Social Computing, ChineseCSCW
2022 held in Datong, China, during September 23-25, 2022. The 60 full papers and 30 short papers
included in this two-volume set were carefully reviewed and selected from 211 submissions. They
were organized in topical sections as follows: answer set programming; Social Media and Online
Communities, Collaborative Mechanisms, Models, Approaches, Algorithms and Systems; Crowd
Intelligence and Crowd Cooperative Computing; Cooperative Evolutionary Computation and
Human-like Intelligent Collaboration; Domain-Specific Collaborative Applications.

smallest empire in history: The ~AOxford World History of Empire Peter Fibiger Bang, C.
A. Bayly, Walter Scheidel, 2020-12-02 Volume Two tracks the protean history of political domination
from the very beginnings of state formation in the Bronze Age up to the present.

smallest empire in history: Empires in World History Niv Horesh, 2021-06-01 This study
focuses on Empires, from an economic historical perspective. In doing so, it relates current debates
in international relations (IR) and politics to the vexed legacy of empires in the past. The book
includes analyses of the comparative scholarly literature on Empire in Antiquity, and Empire in the



Early Modern and Modern Ages, asking the question if the United Sates is an Empire, and if China
an emerging Empire. It contributes to the field given its interdisciplinarity, bringing together both
historical and IR insights into world systems in times past. In addition it draws out four key points of
separateness between pre-modern and modern empires, and emphases specific economic data.
Further to that, the book advances the notion of the emergence of “empires from within” in the 21st
century, that is nation-states becoming more multi-ethnic while often stepping back from
globalization. And finally it offers future scenarios for the evolution of empires in a Schumpeterian
post-industrial world.

smallest empire in history: The Figural Jew Sarah Hammerschlag, 2010-05-15 The rootless
Jew, wandering disconnected from history, homeland, and nature, was often the target of early
twentieth-century nationalist rhetoric aimed against modern culture. But following World War 1II, a
number of prominent French philosophers recast this maligned figure in positive terms, and in so
doing transformed postwar conceptions of politics and identity. Sarah Hammerschlag explores this
figure of the Jew from its prewar usage to its resuscitation by Jean-Paul Sartre, Emmanuel Levinas,
Maurice Blanchot, and Jacques Derrida. Sartre and Levinas idealized the Jew’s rootlessness in order
to rethink the foundations of political identity. Blanchot and Derrida, in turn, used the figure of the
Jew to call into question the very nature of group identification. By chronicling this evolution in
thinking, Hammerschlag ultimately reveals how the figural Jew can function as a critical mechanism
that exposes the political dangers of mythic allegiance, whether couched in universalizing or
particularizing terms. Both an intellectual history and a philosophical argument, The Figural Jew will
set the agenda for all further consideration of Jewish identity, modern Jewish thought, and
continental philosophy.

smallest empire in history: NCERT MCQs History of India, Art & Culture Class 6 To 12
Useful Book For UPSC, State PSCs & All Competitive Exam Chapter-wise and Topic-wise
Solved Paper 2025 Dr Ranjit Kumar Singh, IAS (AIR-49), 2024-12-30 The book NCERT MCQs
History of India, Art & Culture Class 6 to 12: Useful Book for UPSC, State PSCs & All Competitive
Exams - Chapter-wise and Topic-wise Solved Paper 2025 and 1300+ Questions is an extensive guide
designed to aid students and aspirants preparing for competitive exams like the UPSC Civil Services
Examination, State Public Service Commissions (PSCs), and other similar exams. Comprehensive
MCQs from NCERT: The book includes over 1300 MCQs covering Indian History, Art, and Culture
from NCERT textbooks (Classes 6 to 12). These questions are based on key historical events,
cultural developments, and important facts, all of which are essential for competitive exams.
Chapter-wise and Topic-wise Organization: The book is carefully structured with MCQs divided by
chapters and topics, making it easy to focus on specific sections. This methodical arrangement helps
students approach the subjects in a systematic way. Solved Questions: Every multiple-choice
question is followed by detailed solutions or explanations. This feature helps readers understand
why a particular answer is correct and how to approach similar questions in the future. It is
especially useful for self-study and exam preparation. 1300+ Questions: With more than 1300 MCQs,
this book offers ample practice material for aspirants, providing a broad range of questions to test
their knowledge and enhance their exam readiness. Comprehensive Coverage: The topics covered
include ancient, medieval, and modern Indian history, as well as various aspects of Indian culture
such as art, architecture, literature, music, and dance, all of which are crucial for understanding
India's past and cultural heritage.

smallest empire in history: The Pentateuch as Torah Gary N. Knoppers, Bernard M.
Levinson, 2007-06-30 Since antiquity, the five books of Moses have served as a sacred constitution,
foundational for both Jews and Samaritans. However long the process of accepting the Pentateuch
as authoritative tora (“instruction”) took, this was by all accounts a monumental achievement in the
history of these peoples and indeed an important moment in the history of the ancient world. In the
long development of Western societies, the Pentateuch has served as a major influence on the
development of law, political philosophy, and social thought. The question is: how, where, and why
did this process of acceptance occur, when did it occur, and how long did it take?



smallest empire in history: The illustrated history of the British empire in India and the
East ... to the suppression of the Sepoy mutiny in 1859. With a continuation [by another
author] to the end of 1878 Edward Henry Nolan, 1878

smallest empire in history: The History of the Consulate and the Empire of Napoleon Adolphe
Thiers, 1876

smallest empire in history: History of the Consulate and the Empire of France Under
Napoleon Adolphe Thiers, 1879

smallest empire in history: History of the Reformation in the Sixteenth Century and in the
Time of Calvin (Complete) Jean Henri Merle d'Aubigne, 1849-01-01 Facts alone do not constitute the
whole of history, any more than the members of the body form the complete man. There is a soul in
history as well as in the body, and it is this which generates, vivifies, and links the facts together, so
that they all combine to the same end. The instant we begin to treat of Geneva, which, through the
ministry of Calvin, was to become the most powerful centre of Reform in the sixteenth century, one
question starts up before us. What was the soul of the Reformation of Geneva? Truly, salvation by
faith in Christ, who died to save—truly, the renewal of the heart by the word and the Spirit of God.
But side by side with these supreme elements, that are found in all the Reformations, we meet with
secondary elements that have existed in one country and not in another. What we discover at
Geneva may possibly deserve to fix the attention of men in our own days: the characteristic element
of the Genevese Reform is liberty. Three great movements were carried out in this city during the
first half of the sixteenth century. The first was the conquest of independence; the second, the
conquest of faith; the third, the renovation and organisation of the Church. Berthelier, Farel, and
Calvin are the three heroes of these three epics. Each of these different movements was necessary.
The bishop of Geneva was a temporal prince like the bishop of Rome; it was difficult to deprive the
bishop of his pastoral staff unless he were first deprived of his sword. The necessity of liberty for the
Gospel and of the Gospel for liberty is now acknowledged by all thoughtful men; but it was
proclaimed by the history of Geneva three centuries ago. But it may be said, a history of the
Reformation has no concern with the secular, political, and social element. I have been reproached
with not putting this sufficiently forward in the history of the Reformation of Germany, where it had
relatively but little importance. I may perhaps be reproached with dwelling on it too much in the
Reformation of Geneva, where it holds a prominent place. It is a hard matter to please all tastes: the
safest course is to be guided by the truth of principles and not by the exigencies of individuals. Is it
my fault if an epoch possesses its characteristic features? if it is impossible to keep back the secular,
without wronging the spiritual, element? To cut history in two is to distort it. In the Reform of
Geneva, and especially in the constitution of its church, the element of liberty predominates more
than in the Reforms of other countries. We cannot know the reason of this unless we study the
movement which gave birth to that Reform. The history of the political emancipation of Geneva is
interesting of itself; liberty, it has been said, has never been common in the world; it has not
flourished in all countries or in all climates, and the periods when a people struggles justlyfor liberty
are the privileged epochs of history. One such epoch occurred at the commencement of modern
times; but strange to say, it is almost in Geneva alone that the struggles for liberty make the earlier
decades of the sixteenth century a privileged time. It is in this small republic that we find men
remarkable for their devotion to liberty, for their attachment to law, for the boldness of their
thoughts, the firmness of their character, and the strength of their energy. In the sixteenth century,
after a repose of some hundreds of years, humanity having recovered its powers, like a field that had
long lain fallow, displayed almost everywhere the marvels of the most luxuriant vegetation. Geneva
is indeed the smallest theatre of this extraordinary fermentation; but it was not the least in heroism
and grandeur, and on that ground alone it deserves attention.

smallest empire in history: History of the Byzantine and Greek Empires George Finlay, 1854

smallest empire in history: An Almanack... Joseph Whitaker, 1909
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