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johnson

Lift Every Voice and Sing by James Weldon Johnson: A Timeless Anthem of Hope and Resilience

lift every voice and sing by james weldon johnson stands as one of the most powerful and
enduring pieces of African American cultural heritage. Often referred to as the "Black National
Anthem," this song has inspired generations with its profound message of struggle, hope, and unity.
Written in the early 20th century, its lyrics and melody continue to resonate deeply within
communities seeking freedom, equality, and justice. But what makes this hymn so special, and why
does it hold such a cherished place in American history? Let’s dive into the story behind this iconic
work, explore its significance, and understand its impact in today’s world.

The Origins of Lift Every Voice and Sing by James
Weldon Johnson

James Weldon Johnson, a prominent African American writer, educator, diplomat, and civil rights
activist, penned the lyrics to "Lift Every Voice and Sing" in 1900. The music was later composed by
his brother, J. Rosamond Johnson. The song was originally written as a poem to commemorate
Abraham Lincoln’s birthday and was first performed by a group of schoolchildren in Jacksonville,
Florida.

The Historical Context

At the turn of the 20th century, African Americans faced immense challenges — from the harsh
realities of segregation and Jim Crow laws to widespread discrimination and violence. Against this
backdrop, Johnson’s poem was a beacon of hope. The words reflect the pain of slavery, the hardships
endured during Reconstruction, and the unyielding spirit to overcome injustice. It quickly evolved
from a simple commemorative piece into an anthem of perseverance.

From Poem to Anthem

The transition of "Lift Every Voice and Sing by James Weldon Johnson" from poem to song helped it
spread widely within African American communities. The melody composed by J. Rosamond Johnson
gave the words an uplifting and soulful quality, making it suitable for school assemblies, church
services, and civil rights rallies. Over time, it became an emblem of pride and cultural identity,
especially during the Civil Rights Movement of the 1950s and 1960s.



Analyzing the Lyrics: Themes and Symbolism

The strength of "Lift Every Voice and Sing" lies in its powerful lyrics, which weave together themes
of struggle, faith, and hope. Each stanza builds on the narrative of overcoming adversity through
unity and spiritual resilience.

Struggle and Overcoming Adversity

The opening lines recall the "tortured and scarred" past, referencing the brutal legacy of slavery and
systemic oppression. Yet, instead of dwelling solely on pain, the lyrics emphasize rising "on the path
to freedom," signaling progress and the ongoing fight for civil rights.

Faith and Spiritual Endurance

Religious imagery permeates the song, with references to God’s guiding hand and blessings. This
spiritual element underscores how faith has been a source of strength for African Americans
throughout history, sustaining hope in the face of trials.

Unity and Collective Voice

The title itself calls for lifting "every voice," symbolizing the power found in communal solidarity.
The song encourages all people to join together in song and purpose, reinforcing the idea that
collective action can bring about change.

The Cultural Impact of Lift Every Voice and Sing

Over the decades, "Lift Every Voice and Sing by James Weldon Johnson" has transcended its original
context, becoming a cornerstone of African American cultural expression and activism.

Role in the Civil Rights Movement

During the mid-20th century, the song was embraced by civil rights leaders and protesters as a
hymn of resistance and hope. It was sung at rallies, marches, and church gatherings, offering
comfort and motivation. Figures like Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. recognized its importance as a
unifying force.

Recognition as the Black National Anthem



In 1919, the NAACP dubbed "Lift Every Voice and Sing" as the "Negro National Anthem," cementing
its status within the African American community. Since then, it has been performed at countless
events celebrating Black history and culture, including Juneteenth commemorations and Black
History Month observances.

Contemporary Relevance

Today, the song continues to inspire new generations. It is performed by choirs, featured in
educational curricula, and referenced in discussions around racial justice. The anthem’s message
still rings true, reminding listeners of the enduring quest for equality and dignity.

Understanding the Musical Composition and
Performance

The musical arrangement of "Lift Every Voice and Sing" plays a crucial role in how its message is
conveyed. The melody’s blend of solemnity and uplift captures the dual nature of reflection and
hope.

Musical Style and Structure

The song is typically performed in a hymn-like style, with a slow, steady tempo that allows the lyrics
to shine. Its melody is both simple and stirring, making it accessible for group singing. This
accessibility has helped it become a staple in schools, churches, and community events.

Performing the Anthem

When performed, "Lift Every Voice and Sing" often evokes deep emotion. Choirs and soloists alike
bring out the song's nuances, emphasizing its spiritual depth and call to action. Its performance is
not just musical but also a moment of collective remembrance and affirmation of identity.

How to Incorporate Lift Every Voice and Sing in
Education and Community Events
Given its historical and cultural significance, educators and community leaders can use "Lift Every

Voice and Sing by James Weldon Johnson" as a tool to foster understanding and dialogue about
African American history and resilience.



Educational Approaches

- *Historical Context Lessons:** Teach students about the era in which the poem was written,
linking it to broader discussions on slavery, Reconstruction, and civil rights.

- *¥Literary Analysis:** Explore the poetic devices, themes, and symbolism in the lyrics to deepen
appreciation for Johnson'’s artistry.

- *Music Integration:** Encourage students to learn the song and perform it, connecting literary
study with musical experience.

Community Engagement

- **Cultural Celebrations:** Include the anthem in events like Juneteenth, Black History Month, or
Martin Luther King Jr. Day programs.

- *Intergenerational Dialogue:** Use the song as a starting point for conversations between older
and younger generations about history and progress.

- ¥**Social Justice Rallies:** Incorporate the anthem into peaceful demonstrations to unite
participants around a shared vision of equality.

Exploring James Weldon Johnson’s Legacy Beyond the
Anthem

While "Lift Every Voice and Sing" is perhaps his most famous work, James Weldon Johnson’s
contributions extend far beyond this song. He was a multifaceted figure whose influence shaped
literature, civil rights, and diplomacy.

Literary Contributions

Johnson was a leader of the Harlem Renaissance, an intellectual and artistic movement celebrating
Black culture. His poetry, novels, and essays explored themes of race, identity, and social justice,
enriching American literature.

Civil Rights Advocacy

As a prominent NAACP leader, Johnson worked tirelessly to combat lynching, promote voting rights,
and challenge segregation. His activism helped lay the groundwork for later civil rights
advancements.

Diplomatic Service

Johnson served as the U.S. consul to Venezuela and Nicaragua, demonstrating his versatility and



commitment to public service. His diplomatic efforts broadened the scope of African American
participation in international affairs.

In reflecting on "Lift Every Voice and Sing by James Weldon Johnson," it’s clear that this anthem is
more than just a song. It embodies a rich history of pain and perseverance, a call for justice, and a
celebration of cultural pride. Its continued relevance reminds us that music and poetry can be
powerful vehicles for change and healing, inspiring voices to rise in unison for a better tomorrow.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the historical significance of 'Lift Every Voice and
Sing' by James Weldon Johnson?

'Lift Every Voice and Sing," written by James Weldon Johnson in 1900, is often referred to as the
Black National Anthem. It holds historical significance as a powerful anthem of hope, resilience, and
the struggle for freedom and equality for African Americans during the civil rights movement and
beyond.

Who wrote the lyrics and music for 'Lift Every Voice and Sing'?

James Weldon Johnson wrote the lyrics for 'Lift Every Voice and Sing,' and his brother, J. Rosamond
Johnson, composed the music.

Why is 'Lift Every Voice and Sing' considered an anthem of the
African American community?

'Lift Every Voice and Sing' is considered an anthem of the African American community because it
eloquently expresses the pain, perseverance, and hope experienced by Black Americans throughout
history, particularly in the context of slavery, segregation, and the ongoing fight for civil rights.

When and where was 'Lift Every Voice and Sing' first
performed?

'Lift Every Voice and Sing' was first performed in 1900 in Jacksonville, Florida, by a choir of
schoolchildren at the Stanton School, where James Weldon Johnson was principal.

How is 'Lift Every Voice and Sing' used in contemporary
society?

Today, 'Lift Every Voice and Sing' is performed at many events celebrating Black culture and history,
including Black History Month and Juneteenth celebrations. It continues to inspire social justice
movements and is embraced as a symbol of unity and hope.



Additional Resources
Lift Every Voice and Sing by James Weldon Johnson: A Profound Anthem of Resilience and Hope

lift every voice and sing by james weldon johnson stands as one of the most iconic and enduring
pieces of African American cultural heritage. Often hailed as the “Black National Anthem,” this
powerful song encapsulates the struggles, triumphs, and aspirations of Black Americans throughout
history. Written originally as a poem by James Weldon Johnson in 1900 and later set to music by his
brother J. Rosamond Johnson, it has become a symbol of unity, perseverance, and pride within the
African American community and beyond.

This article delves into the historical context, lyrical depth, and cultural significance of “Lift Every
Voice and Sing,” exploring why it remains a pivotal work in American history. By analyzing its
literary qualities, musical composition, and the socio-political backdrop against which it was created,
we can better understand its ongoing relevance today.

Historical Context of “Lift Every Voice and Sing”

“Lift Every Voice and Sing by James Weldon Johnson” emerged during a period marked by intense
racial discrimination and segregation in the United States. At the dawn of the 20th century, African
Americans faced systemic oppression, disenfranchisement, and violence under Jim Crow laws. It was
in this climate that Johnson, a prominent writer, educator, and civil rights activist, penned the poem
as a tribute to the resilience and courage of Black Americans.

Originally performed in 1900 for a school celebration in Jacksonville, Florida, the piece quickly
gained traction within African American communities. By the 1910s, it was widely adopted by the
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) as a rallying anthem during
their civil rights campaigns. The song’s blend of spiritual fervor and hopeful determination
resonated deeply, providing both comfort and motivation amid adversity.

The Johnson Brothers: Creators of a Cultural Staple

James Weldon Johnson, a multifaceted figure known for his contributions to literature, education,
and diplomacy, crafted the poem with a profound sense of historical awareness. His brother, ].
Rosamond Johnson, a talented composer and singer, composed the music that would bring the poem
to life. Their collaboration transformed “Lift Every Voice and Sing” from a literary work into a
musical anthem capable of stirring collective emotion and solidarity.

The Johnson brothers’ backgrounds in the Harlem Renaissance and their involvement with civil
rights organizations positioned them uniquely to create a work that was both artistic and politically
resonant. Their efforts helped ensure that the song transcended its initial context to become a
timeless piece celebrated across generations.



In-Depth Analysis of the Lyrics and Themes

At its core, “Lift Every Voice and Sing by James Weldon Johnson” is a poetic narrative of endurance,
faith, and hope. The lyrics weave a story of historical suffering—from slavery through emancipation
and into the ongoing struggle for equality—while emphasizing the importance of remembering the
past to inspire future progress.

The opening lines, “Lift every voice and sing, till earth and heaven ring,” call for a collective
outpouring of praise and remembrance. This invocation sets a tone of unity and spiritual uplift that
persists throughout the song. Johnson'’s use of religious imagery and references to divine guidance
reflects the centrality of faith in the African American experience, especially during times of
hardship.

The poem’s middle stanzas recount the pain of slavery and the fight for freedom, serving as a
historical testimony that honors ancestors’ sacrifices. Yet, it avoids dwelling solely on suffering;
instead, it balances lamentation with a forward-looking optimism embodied in phrases like “Sing a
song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us.”

This duality—acknowledging past injustices while maintaining hope for a better future—is a defining
feature of the work. It resonates with the broader themes of the Harlem Renaissance and civil rights
movements, which sought to reclaim Black identity and advocate for equality through culture and
activism.

Musical Composition and Its Role in Amplifying the Message

The musical arrangement by ]J. Rosamond Johnson complements the lyrical content with a solemn yet
uplifting melody. The tune’s steady rhythm and harmonious progression support the song’s role as a
communal anthem, ideal for choral performance and public gatherings.

Unlike many spirituals rooted in folk traditions, “Lift Every Voice and Sing” carries a formal dignity
that lends itself to both religious services and civic events. This versatility has contributed to its
widespread adoption in schools, churches, and civil rights rallies throughout the 20th and 21st
centuries.

Musically, the song employs a blend of major key tonality and repetitive chorus structure, which
encourages participation and reinforces its message of collective strength. The call-and-response
feel inherent in many African American musical traditions can also be sensed, fostering a sense of
dialogue and shared experience among performers and listeners.

Cultural Significance and Contemporary Relevance

Over a century after its creation, “Lift Every Voice and Sing by James Weldon Johnson” remains an
essential element of African American cultural identity. Its designation as the “Black National
Anthem” speaks to its role in uniting communities and inspiring activism.

The song’s presence in modern civil rights demonstrations, Black History Month celebrations, and



educational curricula underscores its continuing importance. It serves as a historical bridge linking
past struggles with contemporary issues such as racial justice, police reform, and social equity.

Moreover, the anthem has sparked conversations about representation and recognition within
broader American society. While some debates focus on its status relative to the official national
anthem, others highlight how “Lift Every Voice and Sing” captures experiences and narratives often
marginalized in mainstream discourse.

Pros and Cons of Its Symbolic Role

e Pros: Acts as a unifying force for Black communities; preserves historical memory; inspires
resilience and hope; adaptable to various settings; educates about African American history.

¢ Cons: Occasionally contested in public forums regarding its official status; some critics argue
it may overshadow other cultural expressions; its solemn tone might not resonate with all
younger generations.

Despite these debates, the anthem’s enduring popularity and emotional impact remain undeniable.

Comparative Perspectives: “Lift Every Voice and Sing”
and Other National Anthems

When compared to traditional national anthems, “Lift Every Voice and Sing” stands out for its
explicitly historical and spiritual narrative. While most anthems emphasize patriotism and national
pride, Johnson's work integrates a profound reflection on struggle and liberation. This sets it apart
as not only a song of celebration but also a call to remembrance and social justice.

Additionally, its adoption by a marginalized community as a symbol of identity contrasts with the
often state-centric nature of other anthems. This grassroots origin contributes to its emotional
resonance and political potency.

The Anthem'’s Place in Education and Media

The song has been widely incorporated into educational programs to teach students about African
American history and culture. Its inclusion in textbooks, school assemblies, and cultural events helps
foster awareness of the Black experience in America.

In media, “Lift Every Voice and Sing” has appeared in films, documentaries, and public broadcasts,
often used to underscore themes of racial justice and historical reflection. Its artistic and cultural
significance ensures it remains a touchstone in discussions about race and identity in the United
States.



The continued performance of the anthem by choirs, artists, and community groups across the
country reflects its living legacy and its capacity to adapt to new generations and contexts.

The enduring power of “Lift Every Voice and Sing by James Weldon Johnson” lies in its ability to
capture a complex history and transform it into a hopeful, communal expression. Through its
evocative lyrics and stirring melody, it remains a vital testament to the resilience and spirit of
African Americans and a call for ongoing progress and unity.

Lift Every Voice And Sing By James Weldon Johnson

lift every voice and sing by james weldon johnson: Lift Every Voice and Sing James Weldon
Johnson, 2019-01-08 A moving history of the African-American struggle for equality, Lift Ev'ry Voice
and Sing was written for schoolchildren to sing at an Abraham Lincoln birthday celebration in 1900
and was named the official African-American anthem in 1949. With linocuts of renowned Harlem
Renaissance artist Elizabeth Catlett, this text and art pairing captures the achievements, spirit, joy,
and struggle of the African-American experience. This reissue will feature new backmatter
contextualizing the history of the song as well as the significance of Ms. Catlett as an artist.

lift every voice and sing by james weldon johnson: Lift Every Voice and Sing James
Weldon Johnson, Elizabeth Catlett, 1994-01-01 An illustrated version of the song that has come to be
considered the African American national anthem.

lift every voice and sing by james weldon johnson: Lift Every Voice and Sing by James
Weldon Johnson: Context and Poem Lori Brown, James Weldon Johnson, 2021 Designed to be
used before or after watching Poetry in Action: The Recital, this guide offers a print version of the
poem and contextual information about James Weldon Johnson's 'Lift Every Voice and Sing'.

lift every voice and sing by james weldon johnson: Lift Every Voice and Sing James
Weldon Johnson, 2000-02-01 This selection of more than forty poems from a leading figure of the
Harlem Renaissance includes both uncompromising indictments of racial injustice and celebrations
of the triumphs of African-Americans. For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading
publisher of classic literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin
Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and across genres and
disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and
notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by
award-winning translators.

lift every voice and sing by james weldon johnson: Lift Every Voice and Sing James
Johnson, Debbie Egan-Chin, 2000-12-25 Black-and-white photographs accompany this version of the
song that has come to be considered the African American national anthem.

lift every voice and sing by james weldon johnson: James Weldon Johnson Pat McKissack,
Fredrick McKissack, 1990 Recounts the life of the author and civil rights leader who blazed a trail
for racial equality and human rights through his songs, poems, speeches, and other writings.

lift every voice and sing by james weldon johnson: Lift Ev'ry Voice and Sing James
Weldon Johnson, 1995-01 An illustrated version of the song that has come to be considered the
African American national anthem.

lift every voice and sing by james weldon johnson: Lift Every Voice and Sing Julian Bond,
Dr. Sondra Kathryn Wilson, 2001-02-01 A group of young men in Jacksonville, Florida, arranged to
celebrate Lincoln's birthday in 1900. My brother, J. Rosamond Johnson, and I decided to write a song
to be sung at the exercise. I wrote the words and he wrote the music. Our New York publisher,
Edward B. Marks, made mimeographed copies for us and the song was taught to and sung by a
chorus of five hundred colored school children. Shortly afterwards my brother and I moved from


https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-159/lift-every-voice-and-sing-by-james-weldon-johnson.pdf

Jacksonville to New York, and the song passed out of our minds. But the school children of
Jacksonville kept singing it, they went off to other schools and sang it, they became teachers and
taught it to other children. Within twenty years it was being sung over the South and in some other
parts of the country. Today, the song, popularly known as the Negro National Hymn, is quite
generally used. The lines of this song repay me in elation, almost of exquisite anguish, whenever I
hear them sung by Negro children. —James Weldon Johnson, 1935 Pasted into Bibles, schoolbooks,
and hearts, Lift Every Voice and Sing, written by J. Rosamond Johnson and James Weldon Johnson in
1900, has become one of the most beloved songs in the African American community—taught for
years in schools, churches, and civic organizations. Adopted by the NAACP as its official song in the
1920s and sung throughout the civil rights movement, it is still heard today at gatherings across
America. James Weldon Johnson's lyrics pay homage to a history of struggle but never waver from a
sense of optimism for the future—facing the rising sun of our new day begun, let us march on till
victory is won. Its message of hope and strength has made Lift Every Voice and Sing a source of
inspiration for generations. In celebration of the song's centennial, Julian Bond and Sondra Kathryn
Wilson have collected one hundred essays by artists, educators, politicians, and activists reflecting
on their personal experiences with the song. Also featuring photos from historical archives, Lift
Every Voice and Sing is a moving illustration of the African American experience in the past century.
With contributors including John Hope Franklin, Jesse Jackson, Maya Angelou, Norman Lear, Maxine
Waters, and Percy Sutton, this volume is a personal tribute to the enduring power of an anthem. Lift
Every Voice and Sing has touched the hearts of many who have heard it because its true aim, as
Harry Belafonte explains, isn't just to show life as it is but to show life as it should be.

lift every voice and sing by james weldon johnson: Lift Every Voice and Sing by James
Weldon Johnson: Fact Sheet Lori Brown, 2021 Providing essential information for the analysis and
exploration of James Weldon Johnson's 'Lift Every Voice and Sing', this factsheet covers themes,
devices, structure and voice.

lift every voice and sing by james weldon johnson: Personal Response: Lift Every Voice
and Sing by James Weldon Johnson Wendy R. Coleman, Deanna Rodger, 2021 Providing essential
information for the analysis and exploration of 'Lift Every Voice and Sing' by James Weldon Johnson,
this collection of personal responses showcases different interpretations of the poem.

lift every voice and sing by james weldon johnson: Lift Ev'ry Voice And Sing James Weldon
Johnson, 2002-01-01 Written by civil rights leader and poet James Weldon Johnson in 1899, Lift Ev'ry
Voice and Sing is sung in schools and churches throughout America. The popular, timeless song is
recognized as a testimonial to the struggle and achievements of African-American people--past,
present, and future. Full-color illustrations.

lift every voice and sing by james weldon johnson: Lift Every Voice and Sing Ann Morris,
1999 Profiles of 100 prominent African Americans of St. Louis reveal challenges faced by Blacks
throughout the 20th century. Men and women from fields including medicine, education, music,
journalism, and business relate their experiences of racism, obstacles they overcame in their
professions, and lessons that life has taught them. An introduction paints a picture of 100 years of
the city's history. The book includes portraits of each person profiled by Wiley Price, a prizewinning
photojournalist for the St. Louis American. Wesley and Morris are affiliated with the Western
Historical Manuscript Collection at the University of Missouri-St. Louis. Annotation copyrighted by
Book News, Inc., Portland, OR

lift every voice and sing by james weldon johnson: The Essential Writings of James Weldon
Johnson James Weldon Johnson, 2011-06-22 “A canonical collection, splendidly and sensitively edited
by Rudolph Byrd.” -Henry Louis Gates, Jr. One of the leading voices of the Harlem Resaissance and
a crucial literary figure of his time, James Weldon Johnson was also an editor, songwriter, founding
member and leader of the NAACP, and the first African American to hold a diplomatic post as consul
to Venezuela and Nicaragua. This comprehensive volume of Johnson’s works includes the seminal
novel Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man, poems from God’s Trombones, essays on cultural and
political topics, selections from Johnson’s autobiography, Along This Way, and two previously



unpublished short plays: Do You Believe in Ghosts? and The Engineer. Featuring a chronology,
bibliography, and a Foreword by acclaimed author Charles Johnson, this Modern Library edition
showcases the tremendous range of James Weldon Johnson’s writings and their considerable
influence on American civic and cultural life. “This collection of poetry, fiction, criticism,
autobiography, political writing and two unpublished plays by James Weldon Johnson (1871-1938)
spans 60 years of pure triumph over adversity. [....Johnson’s] nobility, his inspiration shine forth
from these pages, setting moral and artistic standards.” —Los Angeles Times

lift every voice and sing by james weldon johnson: Complete Poems James Weldon
Johnson, 2000-10-01 2000 marks the centenary of Lift Every Voice and Sing, James Weldon
Johnson's most famous lyric, which is now embraced as the Negro National Anthem. In celebration,
this Penguin original collects all the poems from Johnson's published works—Fifty Years and Other
Poems (1917), God's Trombones (1927), and Saint Peter Relates an Incident of the Resurrection Day
(1935)—along with a number of previously unpublished poems. Sondra Kathryn Wilson, the foremost
authority on Johnson and his work, provides an introduction that sheds light on Johnson's many
achievements and his pioneering contributions to recording and celebrating the African American
experience. For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic
literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a
global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers
trust the series to provide authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished
scholars and contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by award-winning translators.

lift every voice and sing by james weldon johnson: African American History Day by Day
Karen Juanita Carrillo, 2012-08-22 The proof of any group's importance to history is in the detail, a
fact made plain by this informative book's day-by-day documentation of the impact of African
Americans on life in the United States. One of the easiest ways to grasp any aspect of history is to
look at it as a continuum. African American History Day by Day: A Reference Guide to Events
provides just such an opportunity. Organized in the form of a calendar, this book allows readers to
see the dates of famous births, deaths, and events that have affected the lives of African Americans
and, by extension, of America as a whole. Each day features an entry with information about an
important event that occurred on that date. Background on the highlighted event is provided, along
with a link to at least one primary source document and references to books and websites that can
provide more information. While there are other calendars of African American history, this one is
set apart by its level of academic detail. It is not only a calendar, but also an easy-to-use reference
and learning tool.

lift every voice and sing by james weldon johnson: African American Authors,
1745-1945 Emmanuel S. Nelson, 2000-01-30 There has been a dramatic resurgence of interest in
early African American writing. Since the accidental rediscovery and republication of Harriet
Wilson's Our Nig in 1983, the works of dozens of 19th and early 20th century black writers have
been recovered and reprinted. There is now a significant revival of interest in the Harlem
Renaissance of the 1920s; and in the last decade alone, several major assessments of 18th and 19th
century African American literature have been published. Early African American literature builds
on a strong oral tradition of songs, folktales, and sermons. Slave narratives began to appear during
the late 18th and early 19th century, and later writers began to engage a variety of themes in
diverse genres. A central objective of this reference book is to provide a wide-ranging introduction
to the first 200 years of African American literature. Included are alphabetically arranged entries for
78 black writers active between 1745 and 1945. Among these writers are essayists, novelists, short
story writers, poets, playwrights, and autobiographers. Each entry is written by an expert
contributor and provides a biography, a discussion of major works and themes, an overview of the
author's critical reception, and primary and secondary bibliographies. The volume concludes with a
selected, general bibliography.

lift every voice and sing by james weldon johnson: Black Hibiscus John Wharton Lowe,
2024-01-30 Contributions by Simone A. James Alexander, José Felipe Alvergue, Valerie Babb, Pamela



Bordelon, Taylor Hagood, Joyce Marie Jackson, Delia Malia Konzett, Jane Landers, John Wharton
Lowe, Gary Monroe, Noelle Morrissette, Paul Ortiz, Lyrae Van Clief-Stefanon, Genevieve West, and
Belinda Wheeler The state of Florida has a rich literary and cultural history, which has been greatly
shaped by many different ethnicities, races, and cultures that call the Sunshine State home. Little
attention has been paid, however, to the key role of African Americans in Floridian history and
culture. The state’s early population boom came from immigrants from the US South, and many of
them were African Americans. Interaction between the state’s ethnic communities has created a
unique and vibrant culture, which has had, and continues to have, a significant impact on southern,
national, and hemispheric life and history. Black Hibiscus: African Americans and the Florida
Imaginary begins by exploring Florida’s colonial past, focusing particularly on interactions between
maroons who escaped enslavement, and on Albery Whitman’s The Rape of Florida, which also links
Black people and Native Americans. Contributors consider film, folklore, and music, as well as such
key Black writers as Zora Neale Hurston, James Weldon Johnson, Gwendolyn Bennett, Colson
Whitehead, and Edwidge Danticat. The volume features Black Floridians’ role in the civil rights
movement and Black contributions to the celebrated Florida Writers’ Project. Contributors include
literary scholars, historians, film critics, art historians, anthropologists, musicologists, political
scientists, artists, and poets.

lift every voice and sing by james weldon johnson: Lift Every Voice Lani Guinier, 1998 In
1993, shortly after his inauguration, new President Bill Clinton nominated his old friend and
classmate Lani Guinier to the prestigious and crucial post of Assistant Attorney General for Civil
Rights. In the face of concerted opposition - what one friend of Guinier's called a low-tech
lynching--Clinton backed down, not only withdrawing her nomination, but having refused throughout
to give her an opportunity to speak out in her own defense (and his). The result was a civil rights
setback of monumental proportions. Now, in this book, at once a memoir and insider's account of
what really happened behind the closed doors of the Oval Office, the Justice Department, and the
U.S. Senate, and an insightful look at the past, present, and future of civil rights in America, Lani
Guinier at last breaks her silence. Unsparing of her own mistakes and shrewdly perceptive about the
overt and hidden agendas of those who opposed her, Professor Guinier shows how the president
promptly abandoned his ambitious agenda for civil rights at the first hint of criticism from the media
and Congress - and how the civil rights movement suffered a major setback as a result. Above all,
Guinier goes on to describe how her experience at the hands of the press, the White House, and her
congressional enemies has given her both a new voice and a renewed faith in the ongoing struggle
for civil rights. Using her own nomination as a symbolic point of reference, she shows just how weak
and divided the cause of civil rights has become, as its leaders have all too often been silenced by
the very people they should be challenging.

lift every voice and sing by james weldon johnson: May We Forever Stand Imani Perry,
2018-02-02 The twin acts of singing and fighting for freedom have been inseparable in African
American history. May We Forever Stand tells an essential part of that story. With lyrics penned by
James Weldon Johnson and music composed by his brother Rosamond, “Lift Every Voice and Sing”
was embraced almost immediately as an anthem that captured the story and the aspirations of black
Americans. Since the song’s creation, it has been adopted by the NAACP and performed by countless
artists in times of both crisis and celebration, cementing its place in African American life up
through the present day. In this rich, poignant, and readable work, Imani Perry tells the story of the
Black National Anthem as it traveled from South to North, from civil rights to black power, and from
countless family reunions to Carnegie Hall and the Oval Office. Drawing on a wide array of sources,
Perry uses “Lift Every Voice and Sing” as a window on the powerful ways African Americans have
used music and culture to organize, mourn, challenge, and celebrate for more than a century.

lift every voice and sing by james weldon johnson: Congo Love Song Ira Dworkin,
2017-04-27 In his 1903 hit “Congo Love Song,” James Weldon Johnson recounts a sweet if seemingly
generic romance between two young Africans. While the song’s title may appear consistent with that
narrative, it also invokes the site of King Leopold II of Belgium’s brutal colonial regime at a time



when African Americans were playing a central role in a growing Congo reform movement. In an era
when popular vaudeville music frequently trafficked in racist language and imagery, “Congo Love
Song” emerges as one example of the many ways that African American activists, intellectuals, and
artists called attention to colonialism in Africa. In this book, Ira Dworkin examines black Americans’
long cultural and political engagement with the Congo and its people. Through studies of George
Washington Williams, Booker T. Washington, Pauline Hopkins, Langston Hughes, Malcolm X, and
other figures, he brings to light a long-standing relationship that challenges familiar presumptions
about African American commitments to Africa. Dworkin offers compelling new ways to understand
how African American involvement in the Congo has helped shape anticolonialism, black aesthetics,
and modern black nationalism.
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