
autobiography of a slave manzano

**The Autobiography of a Slave Manzano: A Journey Through History and Humanity**

autobiography of a slave manzano is not just a phrase; it is an invitation to explore a deeply personal
narrative that unveils the raw realities of slavery through the eyes of one who lived it. The story of
Manzano, a slave whose life and autobiography have shed light on the brutal institution of slavery, opens a
window into a past that is both painful and enlightening. This article delves into the significance of
Manzano’s autobiography, its historical context, and the lasting impact it has on understanding slavery and
human resilience.

Who Was Manzano? Understanding the Man Behind the
Autobiography

To truly appreciate the autobiography of a slave Manzano, it’s essential to understand who Manzano was.
Born into slavery in the Caribbean, Manzano’s life was marked by the harsh realities of forced servitude
under colonial powers. His narrative stands out because it is one of the earliest recorded autobiographies by
a former slave, providing a firsthand account of the inhuman conditions slaves endured and the fight for
freedom.

Manzano’s autobiography is more than just a personal story; it’s an essential piece of historical literature that
gives voice to those who were often silenced. His reflections encompass not only the physical hardships but
also the psychological and emotional toll slavery inflicted on individuals and families.

The Historical Context of Manzano’s Autobiography

The period during which Manzano lived was characterized by widespread slavery across the Americas,
particularly in plantation economies. Slavery was deeply entrenched in social systems, justified by
economic interests and racial prejudices. Amid this backdrop, Manzano’s autobiography emerges as a beacon
of resistance and a testament to human dignity.

His narrative intersects with key historical events such as slave revolts, abolitionist movements, and the
gradual shift in public perception about slavery. Understanding this context helps readers appreciate the
courage it took for Manzano to document his experiences and the risks involved in sharing such a personal
and politically charged story.



The Autobiography of a Slave Manzano: Themes and Insights

Manzano’s autobiography isn’t just an account of suffering; it is rich with themes that resonate universally.
These themes give depth to his story and provide valuable lessons that transcend time and place.

Resilience in the Face of Oppression

One of the most striking aspects of Manzano’s story is his resilience. Despite the brutality of slavery,
Manzano’s spirit remained unbroken. His narrative reveals moments of hope, resistance, and the unyielding
desire for freedom. This resilience is a powerful reminder of the human capacity to endure and overcome
even the darkest circumstances.

The Complexity of Identity and Freedom

Manzano’s autobiography also explores the complex relationship between identity and freedom. Slavery
attempted to strip individuals of their identity, reducing them to property. However, Manzano’s writing
reclaims his humanity, asserting his self-worth and individuality. His journey highlights the psychological
struggle slaves faced in maintaining a sense of self in an oppressive system.

The Role of Religion and Morality

Religion plays a significant role in Manzano’s narrative, reflecting the dual nature of faith during
slavery—both as a tool of oppression and a source of comfort. Manzano often grapples with questions of
morality, justice, and divine will, offering readers a glimpse into how enslaved individuals made sense of
their suffering through spiritual beliefs.

Why the Autobiography of a Slave Manzano Matters Today

In contemporary discussions about race, history, and human rights, the autobiography of a slave Manzano
remains profoundly relevant. It serves as a historical document that educates about the realities of slavery
beyond statistics and generalized history lessons. It humanizes the experience by providing a personal voice
and story.



Educational Value and Historical Significance

Manzano’s autobiography is frequently used in academic settings to teach about slavery, colonialism, and
resistance. It complements other historical sources by offering a narrative from the perspective of the
enslaved rather than the enslaver. This shift in perspective is vital for a comprehensive understanding of
history.

Inspiration for Social Justice and Human Rights

The courage and resilience documented in Manzano’s story inspire ongoing struggles for social justice and
equality. His life reminds us that the fight for freedom and dignity is continual and that acknowledging
past atrocities is a step toward healing and progress.

Exploring the Autobiography: Tips for Readers and Researchers

If you’re interested in diving into the autobiography of a slave Manzano, here are some suggestions to
enhance your reading experience and understanding:

Contextualize the Narrative: Research the historical period of Manzano’s life to better grasp the socio-
political environment in which his story takes place.

Compare with Other Slave Narratives: Reading other autobiographies, such as those of Frederick
Douglass or Olaudah Equiano, enriches your perspective on the shared and unique experiences
among enslaved people.

Reflect on Themes: Pay attention to recurring themes like resilience, identity, and morality, noting
how Manzano’s experiences illustrate these concepts.

Engage with Secondary Sources: Consult academic articles and historical analyses to gain deeper
insights into the significance and impact of Manzano’s autobiography.

Where to Find the Autobiography of a Slave Manzano

Although less known than some other slave narratives, Manzano’s autobiography is available through
specialized historical archives, libraries, and digital collections focusing on Caribbean and Latin American



history. Many universities and cultural institutions have made these documents accessible to the public,
often accompanied by scholarly commentary.

The Legacy of Manzano’s Autobiography in Modern Literature
and Culture

Manzano’s autobiography has influenced both literature and cultural discourse. It has inspired writers,
historians, and artists to explore the themes of slavery, freedom, and identity in their work. The narrative’s
authenticity and emotional power continue to resonate, ensuring that Manzano’s voice remains part of the
global conversation about human rights and dignity.

Influence on Caribbean and Latin American Literature

In the Caribbean and Latin America, where the history of slavery is deeply embedded in societal fabric,
Manzano’s story is a foundational text. It has paved the way for postcolonial writers and thinkers to explore
the legacy of slavery and colonialism in their cultures and identities.

Representation in Media and Education

Contemporary media, including documentaries, theater productions, and educational programs, often draw
from Manzano’s autobiography to illustrate the lived experience of slavery. This representation helps keep
history alive and relevant for new generations.

The autobiography of a slave Manzano is more than a historical document; it is a testament to the enduring
human spirit. It invites readers to witness the past through a personal lens, fostering empathy,
understanding, and a commitment to justice that transcends time. Engaging with Manzano’s story enriches
our collective memory and challenges us to remember the lessons of history as we strive for a more
equitable future.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the author of 'Autobiography of a Slave Manzano'?
The 'Autobiography of a Slave Manzano' was written by Juan Manzano, a former slave from Cuba who
documented his life experiences.



What is the significance of 'Autobiography of a Slave Manzano'?
The autobiography provides a rare and valuable first-person account of slavery in Cuba, shedding light on
the brutal realities faced by enslaved people and offering important historical and cultural insights.

When was the 'Autobiography of a Slave Manzano' written?
Juan Manzano dictated his autobiography in the early 19th century, around the 1830s, while he was still
living in Cuba.

What themes are explored in the 'Autobiography of a Slave Manzano'?
The autobiography explores themes such as oppression, resilience, freedom, identity, and the struggle
against dehumanization under slavery.

How has 'Autobiography of a Slave Manzano' contributed to literature and
history?
Manzano's autobiography has contributed significantly by providing a rare narrative from an enslaved
person's perspective, influencing abolitionist movements and enriching understanding of the social and
cultural history of slavery in the Caribbean.

Additional Resources
**The Autobiography of a Slave Manzano: A Profound Reflection on Identity and Resilience**

autobiography of a slave manzano stands as a poignant narrative that delves into the harrowing experiences
of enslavement, self-discovery, and the relentless pursuit of freedom. This autobiographical account offers
not only a personal journey but also a broader historical and cultural perspective on slavery, particularly in
the context of the Caribbean and Latin America. As a vital literary and historical document, the
autobiography sheds light on the struggles faced by enslaved individuals, while illustrating the
complexities of identity, resistance, and survival.

The narrative attributed to Manzano, a man who lived through the brutal realities of slavery, is more than
a mere recounting of events; it serves as a testimony to human endurance and the quest for dignity. This
article explores the multifaceted dimensions of the autobiography of a slave manzano, analyzing its
historical significance, literary features, and the enduring impact it has on contemporary understandings of
slavery and emancipation.



The Historical Context of Manzano's Autobiography

To fully appreciate the autobiography of a slave manzano, it is essential to situate it within its historical
framework. The narrative originates from a period when slavery was entrenched in many parts of the
Americas, especially in colonies influenced by Spanish rule. Manzano's story emerges from Cuba, a crucial
hub for the transatlantic slave trade, where enslaved Africans and their descendants endured severe
oppression.

The autobiography reflects the socio-political dynamics of 19th-century Cuba, where slavery was not only
an economic system but also a deeply ingrained social institution. Manzano’s experiences reveal the
intersection of race, class, and colonial power structures, providing invaluable insights into the everyday
realities of enslaved people. His detailed descriptions of plantation life, punishment, and the struggle for
spiritual and physical freedom contribute to a broader understanding of the mechanisms of control and
resistance.

Manzano’s Unique Perspective and Voice

One of the most compelling aspects of the autobiography of a slave manzano is the authenticity and
immediacy of the voice that narrates it. Unlike many historical documents written from the perspective of
oppressors or external observers, this autobiography offers a firsthand account from an enslaved individual.
Manzano’s narrative style blends personal reflection with vivid storytelling, creating an intimate
connection with readers.

The autobiography stands out for its candid portrayal of the psychological and emotional toll of slavery. It
goes beyond physical suffering to explore themes of identity loss, cultural displacement, and the yearning
for freedom. Manzano’s voice challenges prevailing stereotypes of enslaved people as passive victims by
highlighting acts of defiance, resilience, and intellectual engagement.

Literary Features and Narrative Structure

The autobiography of a slave manzano is notable not only for its content but also for its literary qualities. It
employs a structure that interweaves chronological events with introspective passages, allowing readers to
grasp both the external circumstances and the internal transformations of the narrator.

The use of vivid imagery, metaphor, and symbolism enriches the narrative, making it a powerful piece of
slave literature. Manzano often references religious motifs, which reflect the complex role of faith in the
lives of enslaved people—both as a tool of oppression and a source of hope. Additionally, the narrative
incorporates elements of oral tradition, preserving cultural memory and communal identity.



Comparative Analysis with Other Slave Narratives

In the wider corpus of slave narratives, the autobiography of a slave manzano shares common themes with
works like Frederick Douglass’s narrative or Olaudah Equiano’s memoir. However, it also presents unique
features shaped by its Cuban and Spanish colonial context.

Unlike many Anglo-American slave narratives, Manzano’s autobiography delves deeply into the creole
culture and the linguistic hybridity of the Caribbean. His story highlights the intersection of African,
Spanish, and indigenous influences, offering a nuanced portrayal of identity formation under colonial rule.

Moreover, the narrative’s focus on religious education and literacy distinguishes it from other accounts.
Manzano’s ability to read and write becomes a symbol of empowerment, challenging the enforced
ignorance imposed by slaveholders.

Implications for Historical Understanding and Modern Scholarship

The autobiography of a slave manzano is not only a personal testament but also a critical source for
historians, literary scholars, and sociologists. By providing a detailed insider’s view, it helps reconstruct the
lived experiences of enslaved populations often marginalized in official records.

Modern scholarship increasingly recognizes the importance of such narratives in confronting the legacies of
slavery and colonialism. The autobiography encourages a re-examination of historical narratives that have
traditionally centered on colonial powers, urging a more inclusive and empathetic approach.

Pros and Cons of Using the Autobiography as a Historical Source

Pros: Offers direct insight into the enslaved experience, enriches understanding of cultural identity,
and humanizes historical events.

Cons: Potential biases due to personal perspective, possible gaps in memory or selective narration, and
challenges in verifying certain details.

Despite these limitations, the autobiography remains indispensable for its contribution to the collective
memory of slavery and its aftermath.



Autobiography of a Slave Manzano in Contemporary Discourse

Today, the autobiography of a slave manzano continues to resonate within academic circles and public
discourse. It informs discussions on racial justice, historical reparations, and cultural heritage. Educational
institutions increasingly incorporate the narrative into curricula to foster critical thinking about colonial
history and its enduring consequences.

The story also inspires artistic and cultural projects, including theater, film, and visual arts. By bringing
Manzano’s voice to contemporary audiences, these initiatives promote awareness and empathy, bridging
past and present struggles for freedom and equality.

The enduring relevance of the autobiography lies in its ability to connect individual experience with
systemic injustice, providing a powerful reminder of the resilience of the human spirit amid adversity.

Autobiography Of A Slave Manzano

  autobiography of a slave manzano: Autobiografía de Un Esclavo Juan Francisco Manzano,
1996 A heart-rendering history of the systematic, unrelenting destruction of human dignity and
individual will.
  autobiography of a slave manzano: The Poet Slave of Cuba Margarita Engle, 2025-09-23 A
lyrical biography of a Cuban slave who escaped to become a celebrated poet. Born into the
household of a wealthy slave owner in Cuba in 1797, Juan Francisco Manzano spent his early years
by the side of a woman who made him call her Mama, even though he had a mama of his own.
Denied an education, young Juan still showed an exceptional talent for poetry. His verses reflect the
beauty of his world, but they also expose its hideous cruelty. Powerful, haunting poems and
breathtaking illustrations create a portrait of a life in which even the pain of slavery could not
extinguish the capacity for hope. The Poet Slave of Cuba is the winner of the 2008 Pura Belpre
Medal for Narrative and a 2007 Bank Street - Best Children's Book of the Year. Latino Interest.
  autobiography of a slave manzano: The Life and Poems of a Cuban Slave J. Manzano,
2014-12-17 This is a revised second edition of Edward Mullen's landmark scholarly presentation of
Juan Francisco Manazo's autobiography and poetry. Taking into account the extensive scholarship
that has accrued in the intervening decades, this is an accessible, essential resource for scholars and
students of Caribbean literatures.
  autobiography of a slave manzano: The Life and Poems of a Cuban Slave Juan Francisco
Manzano, Richard Robert Madden, 1981
  autobiography of a slave manzano: The Life and Poems of a Cuban Slave J. Manzano,
2015-12-19 This is a revised second edition of Edward Mullen's landmark scholarly presentation of
Juan Francisco Manazo's autobiography and poetry. Taking into account the extensive scholarship
that has accrued in the intervening decades, this is an accessible, essential resource for scholars and
students of Caribbean literatures.
  autobiography of a slave manzano: Freedom from Liberation Gerard Aching, 2015-08-07
“Delves into the life and work of Juan Francisco Manzano, the enslaved Cuban poet and author of
Spanish America’s only known slave narrative . . . Valuable.” —Choice By exploring the complexities
of enslavement in the autobiography of Cuban slave-poet Juan Francisco Manzano (1797–1854),

https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-159/autobiography-of-a-slave-manzano.pdf


Gerard Aching complicates the universally recognized assumption that a slave’s foremost desire is to
be freed from bondage. As the only slave narrative in Spanish that has surfaced to date, Manzano’s
autobiography details the daily grind of the vast majority of slaves who sought relief from the burden
of living under slavery. Aching combines historical narrative and literary criticism to take the reader
beyond Manzano’s text to examine the motivations behind anticolonial and antislavery activism in
pre-revolution Cuba, when Cuba’s Creole bourgeoisie sought their own form of freedom from the
colonial arm of Spain.
  autobiography of a slave manzano: Autobiografía de un esclavo Juan Francisco Manzano,
2020-07-09 Autobiografía de un esclavo es el primer testimonio en castellano de la esclavitud sufrida
en las colonias españolas del Nuevo Mundo. Por tanto, tiene un gran valor histórico, a pesar de estar
inacabada porque la segunda parte -Apuntes autobiográficos- no se conserva, por ser considerada
una obra clave de la narrativa antiesclavista y del periodo colonial. Salió a la luz en 1937, una
centuria después de que se comenzara a escribir en 1835 por Juan Francisco Manzano. En esta
Autobiografía, Manzano relata su vida en la esclavitud y todo lo que ello supone cuando sirve a su
primera ama, Beatriz de Jústiz de Santa, quien gracias a su aperturismo consigue leer numerosas
obras y aprender a escribir; o cuando sirve en casa de la marquesa de Prado Ameno, una señora
autoritaria que provoca su huida.
  autobiography of a slave manzano: Handbook of Autobiography / Autofiction Martina
Wagner-Egelhaaf, 2019-01-29 Autobiographical writings have been a major cultural genre from
antiquity to the present time. General questions of the literary as, e.g., the relation between
literature and reality, truth and fiction, the dependency of author, narrator, and figure, or issues of
individual and cultural styles etc., can be studied preeminently in the autobiographical genre. Yet,
the tradition of life-writing has, in the course of literary history, developed manifold types and forms.
Especially in the globalized age, where the media and other technological / cultural factors
contribute to a rapid transformation of lifestyles, autobiographical writing has maintained, even
enhanced, its popularity and importance. By conceiving autobiography in a wide sense that includes
memoirs, diaries, self-portraits and autofiction as well as media transformations of the genre, this
three-volume handbook offers a comprehensive survey of theoretical approaches, systematic
aspects, and historical developments in an international and interdisciplinary perspective. While
autobiography is usually considered to be a European tradition, special emphasis is placed on the
modes of self-representation in non-Western cultures and on inter- and transcultural perspectives of
the genre. The individual contributions are closely interconnected by a system of cross-references.
The handbook addresses scholars of cultural and literary studies, students as well as non-academic
readers.
  autobiography of a slave manzano: A Comparative Literary History of Modern Slavery
Madeleine Dobie, Mads Anders Baggesgaard, Karen-Margrethe Simonsen, 2024-12-15 The first
volume of A Comparative Literary History of Modern Slavery explores literary representations of
enslavement with a focus on the emotions. The contributors consider how the diverse emotions
generated by slavery have been represented over a historical period stretching from the 16th
century to the present and across regions, languages, media and genres. The seventeen chapters
explore different framings of emotional life in terms of ‘sentiments’ and ‘affects’ and consider how
emotions intersect with literary registers and movements such as melodrama and realism. They also
examine how writers, including some formerly enslaved people, sought to activate the feelings of
readers, notably in the context of abolitionism. In addition to obvious psychological responses to
slavery such as fear, sorrow and anger, they explore minor-key affects such as shame, disgust and
nostalgia and address the complexity of depicting love and intimacy in situations of domination. Two
forthcoming volumes explore the literary history of slavery in relation to memory and to practices of
authorship.
  autobiography of a slave manzano: Slavery and the Forensic Theatricality of Human
Rights in the Spanish Empire Karen-Margrethe Simonsen, 2023-06-24 This book is a study of the
forensic theatricality of human rights claims in literary texts about slavery in the sixteenth and the



nineteenth century in the Spanish Empire. The book centers on the question: how do literary texts
use theatrical, multisensorial strategies to denunciate the violence against enslaved people and
make a claim for their rights? The Spanish context is particularly interesting because of its early
tradition of human rights thinking in the Salamanca School (especially Bartolomé de Las Casas),
developed in relation to slavery and colonialism. Taking its point of departure in forensic aesthetics,
the book analyzes five forms of non-narrative theatricality: allegorical, carnivalesque, tragicomic,
melodramatic and tragic.
  autobiography of a slave manzano: Women and Slavery in Nineteenth-century Colonial Cuba
Sarah L. Franklin, 2012 Scholars have long recognized the importance of gender and hierarchy in
the slave societies of the New World, yet gendered analysis of Cuba has lagged behind study of other
regions. Cuban elites recognized that creating and maintaining the Cuban slave society required a
rigid social hierarchy based on race, gender, and legal status. Given the dramatic changes that came
to Cuba in the wake of the Haitian Revolution and the growth of the enslaved population, the
maintenance of order required a patriarchy that placed both women and slaves among the lower
ranks. Based on a variety of archival and printed primary sources, this book examines how
patriarchy functioned outside the confines of the family unit by scrutinizing the foundation on which
nineteenth-century Cuban patriarchy rested. This book investigates how patriarchy operated in the
lives of the women of Cuba, from elite women to slaves. Through chapters on motherhood, marriage,
education, public charity, and the sale of slaves, insight is gained into the role of patriarchy both as
a guiding ideology and lived history in the Caribbean's longest lasting slave society. -- Publisher's
description.
  autobiography of a slave manzano: Biography of a Runaway Slave Miguel Barnet,
2016-04-15 Fiftieth Anniversary Edition Originally published in 1966, Miguel Barnet’s Biography of a
Runaway Slave provides the written history of the life of Esteban Montejo, who lived as a slave, as a
fugitive in the wilderness, and as a soldier fighting against Spain in the Cuban War of Independence.
A new introduction by one of the most preeminent Afro-Hispanic scholars, William Luis, situates
Barnet’s ethnographic strategy and lyrical narrative style as foundational for the tradition of
testimonial fiction in Latin American literature. Barnet recorded his interviews with the 103-year-old
Montejo at the onset of the Cuban Revolution. This insurgent’s history allows the reader into the
folklore and cultural history of Afro-Cubans before and after the abolition of slavery. The book serves
as an important contribution to the archive of black experience in Cuba and as a reminder of the
many ways that the present continues to echo the past.
  autobiography of a slave manzano: A Black Soldier's Story ,
  autobiography of a slave manzano: Poems by a Slave [Juan F. M., i.e. Juan Francisco
Manzano] in the Island of Cuba, recently liberated; translated from the Spanish, by R. R.
Madden, M.D. With the history of the early life of the negro poet, written by himself; to
which are prefixed two pieces descriptive of Cuban slavery and the slave traffic, by R. R. M.
[i.e. R. R. Madden.] Juan Francisco MANZANO, 1840
  autobiography of a slave manzano: The Oxford Handbook of the African American Slave
Narrative John Ernest, 2014-02-28 Given the rise of new interdisciplinary and methodological
approaches to African American and Black Atlantic studies, The Oxford Handbook of the African
American Slave Narrative will offer a fresh, wide-ranging assessment of this major American literary
genre. The volume will begin with articles that consider the fundamental concerns of gender,
sexuality, community, and the Christian ethos of suffering and redemption that are central to any
understanding of slave narratives. The chapters that follow will interrogate the various agendas
behind the production of both pre- and post-Emancipation narratives and take up the various
interpretive problems they pose. Strategic omissions and veiled gestures were often necessary in
these life accounts as they revealed disturbing, too-painful truths, far beyond what white audiences
were prepared to hear. While touching upon the familiar canonical autobiographies of Frederick
Douglass and Harriet Jacobs, the Handbook will pay more attention to the under-studied narratives
of Josiah Henson, Sojourner Truth, William Grimes, Henry Box Brown, and other often-overlooked



accounts. In addition to the literary autobiographies of bondage, the volume will anatomize the
powerful WPA recordings of interviews with former slaves during the late 1930s. With essays on the
genre's imaginative afterlife, its final essays will chart the emergence and development of neoslave
narratives, most notably in Styron's The Confessions of Nat Turner, Toni Morrisons's Beloved and
Octavia Butler's provocative science fiction novel, Kindred. In short, the Handbook will provide a
long-overdue assessment of the state of the genre and the vital scholarship that continues to grow
around it, work that is offering some of the most provocative analysis emerging out of the literary
studies discipline as a whole.
  autobiography of a slave manzano: Encyclopedia of Emancipation and Abolition in the
Transatlantic World Junius P. Rodriguez, 2015-03-26 The struggle to abolish slavery is one of the
grandest quests - and central themes - of modern history. These movements for freedom have taken
many forms, from individual escapes, violent rebellions, and official proclamations to mass
organizations, decisive social actions, and major wars. Every emancipation movement - whether in
Europe, Africa, or the Americas - has profoundly transformed the country and society in which it
existed. This unique A-Z encyclopedia examines every effort to end slavery in the United States and
the transatlantic world. It focuses on massive, broad-based movements, as well as specific incidents,
events, and developments, and pulls together in one place information previously available only in a
wide variety of sources. While it centers on the United States, the set also includes authoritative
accounts of emancipation and abolition in Europe, Africa, the Caribbean, and Latin America. The
Encyclopedia of Emancipation and Abolition provides definitive coverage of one of the most
significant experiences in human history. It features primary source documents, maps, illustrations,
cross-references, a comprehensive chronology and bibliography, and specialized indexes in each
volume, and covers a wide range of individuals and the major themes and ideas that motivated them
to confront and abolish slavery.
  autobiography of a slave manzano: Juan Francisco Manzano - Autobiografía de un Esclavo
Juan Francisco Manzano, 2024-07-01 Autobiografía de un Esclavo fue una de las varias obras
escritas por Juan Francisco Manzano en su vida y fue publicada en 1840. Esta obra es una
autobiografía poderosa y reveladora, donde Manzano narra su viaje desde la esclavitud hacia la
libertad, ofreciendo una visión íntima y profunda de su vida y de las condiciones que enfrentaban los
esclavizados en Cuba. A lo largo del tiempo, se han escrito y continúan escribiéndose varias
biografías sobre este icónico poeta y ex esclavo, con una calidad y amplitud cada vez mayores. Sin
embargo, para conocer el pensamiento y el modo de ser de una persona real, no hay nada mejor que
escuchar la historia con todas sus circunstancias, errores y aciertos contada por quien las vivió en
primera persona. Este es el propósito de esta autobiografía de Juan Francisco Manzano: llevar al
público al hombre valiente y visionario, que, a través de su perseverancia e inteligencia, se convirtió
en una de las voces más influyentes en la lucha por la libertad y los derechos de los
afrodescendientes en América Latina. Esta obra forma parte de la colección Voces hispánicas, que
tiene como objetivo destacar las historias de vida de figuras importantes en la historia
hispanoamericana, contadas por ellos mismos.
  autobiography of a slave manzano: The Burden of Modernity Carlos J. Alonso, 1998-09-24
This book offers a provocative interpretation of cultural discourse in Spanish America. Alonso argues
that Spanish American cultural production constituted itself through commitment to what he calls
the narrative of futurity, that is, the uncompromising adoption of modernity. This commitment fueled
a rhetorical crisis that followed the embracing of discourses regarded as modern in historical and
economic circumstance that are themselves the negation of modernity. Through fresh readings of
texts by Sarmiento, Mansilla, Quiroga, Vargos Llosa, Garcia Marquez, and others, Alonso tracks this
textual dynamic in works from the nineteenth century to the present.
  autobiography of a slave manzano: Black Cosmopolitanism Ifeoma Kiddoe Nwankwo,
2005-07-13 Through readings of slave narratives, fiction, poetry, nonfiction, newspaper editorials,
and government documents including texts by Frederick Douglass and freed West Indian slave Mary
Prince, Ifeoma Kiddoe Nwankwo explicates the growing interrelatedness of people of African



descent through the Americas in the nineteenth century.
  autobiography of a slave manzano: Literary Bondage William Luis, 2014-05-23 In the
nineteenth century, the Cuban economy rested on the twin pillars of sugar and slaves. Slavery was
abolished in 1886, but, one hundred years later, Cuban authors were still writing antislavery
narratives. William Luis explores this seeming paradox in his groundbreaking study Literary
Bondage, asking why this literary genre has remained a viable means of expression. Applying
Foucault's theory of counter-discourse to a vast body of antislavery literature, Luis shows how these
narratives have always served to undermine the foundations of slavery, to protest the marginalized
status of blacks in Cuban society, and to rewrite the canon of acceptable history and literature. He
finds that emancipation did not end the need for such counter-discourse and reveals how the
antislavery narrative continues to provide a forum for voices that have been silenced by the
dominant culture. In addition to such well-known works as Cecilia Valdés, The Kingdom of This
World, and The Autobiography of a Runaway Slave, Luis draws on many literary works outside the
familiar canon, including Romualdo, uno de tantos, Aponte, SofíaLa familia Unzúazu, El negrero, and
Los guerrilleros negros. This comprehensive coverage raises important questions about the process
of canon-formation and brings to light Cuba's rich heritage of Afro-Latin literature and culture.
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