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Puerto Rico Slavery History: Unveiling the Island’s Complex Past

puerto rico slavery history is a topic that reveals the intricate layers of the island’s cultural, social, and
economic development. Understanding this history means delving into the legacy of indigenous
populations, European colonization, African enslavement, and the profound transformation these forces
wrought on Puerto Rican society. This exploration not only sheds light on the island’s past but also provides
context for its present-day identity.

The Origins of Slavery in Puerto Rico

When Christopher Columbus arrived in Puerto Rico in 1493, the island was inhabited by the Taíno people,
an indigenous group with a rich culture and history. However, the arrival of the Spanish marked the
beginning of dramatic upheaval. The Spanish colonizers soon realized the potential of Puerto Rico as a hub
for agriculture and trade, which required a substantial labor force.

From Indigenous Labor to African Enslavement

Initially, the Spanish imposed a system known as the encomienda, which forced the Taíno to work in gold
mines and plantations. This brutal exploitation led to a rapid decline in the indigenous population due to
disease, harsh labor, and violence. As the Taíno population dwindled, the Spanish turned to importing
enslaved Africans to sustain their economic ambitions.

The transatlantic slave trade became crucial for Puerto Rico’s sugarcane plantations, coffee farms, and cattle
ranches. African slaves brought their own cultures, traditions, and resilience, which deeply influenced
Puerto Rican society. Their forced labor was a cornerstone of the island’s colonial economy and social
structure.

The Role of African Slavery in Puerto Rico’s Economy

Slavery in Puerto Rico was not just a social system but an economic engine that shaped the island’s
development for centuries. The sugar industry, in particular, relied heavily on enslaved Africans.



Sugar Plantations and the Enslaved Workforce

Sugarcane cultivation was labor-intensive, and plantation owners depended on enslaved Africans to clear
land, plant, harvest, and process sugar. These plantations often resembled self-contained communities
where slaves lived, worked, and resisted oppression.

The wealth generated from sugar exports enriched Spanish colonists and reinforced the island’s role within
the broader Atlantic economy. This economic dependency on slavery delayed the island’s social progress
and cemented racial hierarchies.

Other Labor Sectors Involving Slaves

Besides sugar, enslaved Africans worked in coffee plantations, which grew in importance during the 18th
and 19th centuries. They also labored in cattle ranching and urban trades such as blacksmithing and
domestic service. This diversification of labor roles showcased the essential contributions of enslaved people
to Puerto Rico’s economy.

Life Under Slavery: Culture, Resistance, and Survival

While the conditions of enslavement were harsh and dehumanizing, enslaved Africans in Puerto Rico
developed unique ways to preserve their identity and resist oppression.

Preserving African Heritage

Despite the forced assimilation, many African cultural elements survived and blended with indigenous and
Spanish influences, giving rise to Puerto Rico’s rich cultural tapestry. Music, dance, religion, and language
all bear the marks of African heritage. For example, musical forms like Bomba and Plena have roots in
African rhythms and storytelling traditions.

Forms of Resistance and Rebellion

Resistance took many forms, from subtle acts like work slowdowns and sabotage to organized rebellions.
One notable event was the 1821 slave revolt in Puerto Rico, which, although unsuccessful, exemplified the
desire for freedom and justice. Maroons, or escaped slaves, sometimes formed independent communities in
remote areas, challenging Spanish authority and preserving autonomy.



Legal Status and Manumission

The legal framework surrounding slavery in Puerto Rico was complex. Spanish laws allowed for
manumission, or the freeing of slaves, under certain conditions. Some enslaved individuals bought their
freedom or were granted it by their owners, creating a growing population of free Afro-Puerto Ricans
who contributed to the island’s cultural and economic life.

The Path Toward Abolition

Puerto Rico’s journey to abolishing slavery was gradual and influenced by both local and global factors.

Influences from Other Abolition Movements

The abolitionist wave sweeping across the Americas in the 19th century, including the Haitian Revolution
and emancipation in other Caribbean colonies, inspired Puerto Rican advocates. Economic changes, such as
the decline of sugar profitability, and shifting moral perspectives also played a role.

The 1873 Abolition of Slavery in Puerto Rico

Slavery was officially abolished in Puerto Rico on March 22, 1873, as part of a royal decree by the Spanish
government. This milestone came after decades of activism by abolitionists and changing political
circumstances. However, the end of slavery did not immediately erase racial inequalities or economic
disparities, issues that would persist into modern times.

Post-Abolition Society and Challenges

Freed individuals faced significant challenges, including limited access to land, education, and political
power. Many continued to work in agriculture under exploitative conditions resembling slavery. Yet,
Afro-Puerto Ricans played vital roles in shaping the island’s cultural and political landscape, advocating for
civil rights and social justice.

Legacy of Slavery in Modern Puerto Rico

Understanding Puerto Rico slavery history is essential to grasp the island’s contemporary social dynamics



and cultural identity.

Enduring Cultural Contributions

African heritage remains a vibrant part of Puerto Rican culture, evident in music, dance, cuisine, and
religious practices. Celebrations such as the Fiesta de Santiago Apóstol in Loíza highlight Afro-Puerto Rican
traditions and community resilience.

Racial Identity and Social Issues

The legacy of slavery has influenced concepts of race and identity in Puerto Rico. Discussions about race,
colorism, and discrimination continue to evolve as the island confronts its colonial past and seeks greater
inclusivity.

Preserving History Through Education and Tourism

Efforts to preserve and teach about slavery’s history include museums, heritage sites, and academic
research. Places like the Museo Casa de la Masacre de Ponce and guided tours of former plantations provide
valuable insights for locals and visitors alike. These initiatives help ensure that the complexities of Puerto
Rico’s past are not forgotten.

Exploring the history of slavery in Puerto Rico uncovers stories of hardship, resilience, and cultural fusion.
It’s a testament to the strength of those who endured and transformed the island’s identity against
overwhelming odds. This history continues to shape Puerto Rico’s narrative today, inviting ongoing
reflection and understanding.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the role of slavery in Puerto Rico's colonial history?
Slavery played a significant role in Puerto Rico's colonial history, primarily during Spanish rule from the
early 16th century until its abolition in 1873. Enslaved Africans were brought to work in agriculture,
especially in sugarcane plantations, and other labor-intensive industries.



When was slavery abolished in Puerto Rico?
Slavery was officially abolished in Puerto Rico on March 22, 1873, following the Spanish government's
decree known as the Moret Law, which granted freedom to enslaved people in Spanish colonies.

How did slavery impact the economy of Puerto Rico?
Slavery was integral to Puerto Rico's economy during the colonial period, as enslaved laborers were
essential to the sugar, coffee, and tobacco industries. Their forced labor contributed significantly to the
island's agricultural productivity and economic development.

What were the living conditions like for enslaved people in Puerto Rico?
Enslaved people in Puerto Rico often faced harsh living conditions, including long hours of strenuous labor,
inadequate food and shelter, physical punishment, and limited personal freedoms. Despite this, they
maintained cultural traditions and resisted oppression in various ways.

Were there any notable slave revolts or resistance movements in Puerto
Rico?
Yes, there were instances of resistance and rebellion among enslaved people in Puerto Rico. While large-
scale revolts were less common than in other Caribbean islands, enslaved individuals engaged in acts of
sabotage, escape, and the preservation of African cultural practices as forms of resistance.

How did the abolition of slavery affect Puerto Rican society?
The abolition of slavery led to significant social and economic changes in Puerto Rico. Freed individuals
sought to integrate into society as laborers, artisans, and farmers, contributing to a gradual shift in the
island's social structure and the development of a more diverse workforce.

What influence did African culture have on Puerto Rico due to slavery?
African culture profoundly influenced Puerto Rican society, contributing to music, dance, cuisine, religion,
and language. Elements such as bomba and plena music, as well as certain religious practices, reflect the
enduring legacy of African heritage in Puerto Rico.

Are there any historical sites or museums in Puerto Rico dedicated to the
history of slavery?
Yes, Puerto Rico has several historical sites and museums that address the history of slavery, including the
Museo de la Fortaleza San Felipe del Morro and Casa Blanca Museum in San Juan, which provide insights
into colonial life and the experiences of enslaved people on the island.



Additional Resources
Puerto Rico Slavery History: An In-Depth Exploration of Its Roots and Legacy

puerto rico slavery history is a complex and multifaceted subject that reveals much about the island’s social,
economic, and cultural development. As a former Spanish colony with a strategic location in the Caribbean,
Puerto Rico’s history of slavery is intertwined with the broader transatlantic slave trade and the colonial
plantation economy. Understanding this history sheds light on the demographic shifts, labor systems, and
cultural legacies that continue to influence Puerto Rican identity today.

Origins and Development of Slavery in Puerto Rico

Slavery in Puerto Rico began shortly after the island’s colonization by Spain in 1493, with the arrival of
Christopher Columbus on his second voyage. Initially, the indigenous Taíno population was enslaved and
subjected to forced labor in gold mines and agricultural enterprises. However, due to harsh conditions,
diseases, and exploitation, the native population rapidly declined. This demographic collapse led to the
introduction of African slaves to supplement the labor shortage, marking the beginning of African slavery
on the island.

By the early 16th century, Puerto Rico had become part of the extensive Spanish colonial system that
relied heavily on enslaved Africans. The island’s economy was based on sugarcane, coffee, and tobacco
plantations, all of which required intensive manual labor. African slaves were brought from various regions
of West and Central Africa, contributing to a diverse cultural and ethnic mix. The transatlantic slave trade
routes that fed Puerto Rico mirrored broader patterns across the Caribbean, although the scale was smaller
compared to larger islands like Cuba or Hispaniola.

Legal Framework and Social Structure

Spanish colonial law, including the Laws of the Indies, regulated slavery on the island but also provided a
framework that allowed for some degree of manumission and legal protections for slaves, at least on paper.
For example, the 1542 New Laws sought to restrict the mistreatment of indigenous peoples and slaves,
although enforcement was inconsistent. Puerto Rican slavery was characterized by a somewhat more
flexible social structure than in British or French colonies, with free people of color often occupying
intermediate social positions.

Despite the harsh realities of enslavement, enslaved Africans and their descendants contributed
significantly to Puerto Rican society. They played crucial roles not only in agriculture but also in
craftsmanship, military service, and cultural expressions such as music, dance, and religious practices. The
cultural syncretism that developed was a direct outcome of this diverse social fabric shaped by slavery.



The Economic Impact of Slavery in Puerto Rico

The economy of Puerto Rico during the colonial and early modern periods was heavily dependent on slave
labor. The plantation system, focused mainly on sugar production, was the linchpin of economic growth.
Sugar plantations thrived on the exploitation of enslaved laborers, who endured grueling conditions from
planting to harvesting.

Comparative Scale and Economic Trends

While Puerto Rico’s slave population was smaller than that of neighboring islands such as Cuba and Jamaica,
its economic reliance on slavery was significant. In the 18th century, the island experienced a surge in
sugar production, which increased the demand for enslaved workers. However, compared to other
Caribbean colonies, Puerto Rico’s geography, with its smaller landmass and mountainous terrain, limited
the scale of plantation agriculture.

Over time, shifts in global sugar markets and the gradual introduction of wage labor altered the economic
landscape. By the 19th century, Puerto Rico began to see a diversification of its economy, which included
coffee cultivation and other industries that sometimes employed free laborers. Nevertheless, the persistence
of slavery until the late 1800s meant that the island’s development was shaped by the legacies of forced
labor.

Abolition and Its Aftermath

Slavery in Puerto Rico was legally abolished relatively late compared to some other territories. The
Spanish Crown officially ended slavery on the island in 1873, a full three decades after the British abolished
slavery in their colonies and nearly 40 years after the United States took similar steps.

Factors Leading to Abolition

Several factors influenced the abolition of slavery in Puerto Rico:

Economic changes: The decline of the plantation economy and the rise of new economic models
reduced the financial incentive to maintain slavery.

Political pressure: The growing abolitionist movement in Spain and its colonies, along with
international condemnation of slavery, created momentum for reform.



Social unrest: Enslaved and free Afro-Puerto Ricans resisted oppression through rebellions, escapes,
and cultural resilience, undermining the institution of slavery.

Post-Emancipation Society

The abolition of slavery did not immediately resolve the deep-seated inequalities rooted in centuries of
enslavement. Freed Afro-Puerto Ricans often faced discrimination, limited economic opportunities, and
social marginalization. Land ownership remained concentrated among the colonial elite, and many former
slaves became sharecroppers or laborers under conditions not far removed from their previous bondage.

Nonetheless, Afro-Puerto Rican communities preserved and adapted their cultural heritage, contributing
richly to the island’s identity. The legacy of slavery is evident in Puerto Rico’s demographic composition,
artistic traditions, and social dynamics.

Legacy and Contemporary Reflections

Today, the history of slavery in Puerto Rico is a vital subject of scholarly inquiry and public discourse. It
informs discussions about race, identity, and social justice on the island. Scholars emphasize the importance
of recognizing the contributions and experiences of enslaved Africans and their descendants to paint a more
complete picture of Puerto Rican history.

In recent decades, efforts to memorialize and educate about this difficult past have increased. Museums,
academic programs, and cultural initiatives strive to highlight the stories of enslaved people and their
resistance. Understanding puerto rico slavery history is crucial not only for historical accuracy but also for
addressing ongoing issues related to race and inequality.

Puerto Rico’s unique position as a Caribbean island with a Spanish colonial legacy offers a distinctive case
study in the broader context of slavery in the Americas. The island’s experience highlights variations in
colonial practices, economic structures, and cultural adaptations that shaped the institution of slavery
differently from other regions.

By examining this history through an investigative lens, it becomes clear that the impact of slavery
extends far beyond its formal abolition, continuing to influence Puerto Rico’s social fabric and collective
memory.



Puerto Rico Slavery History

  puerto rico slavery history: The Cambridge World History of Slavery: Volume 4, AD 1804–AD
2016 David Eltis, Stanley L. Engerman, Seymour Drescher, David Richardson, 2017-04-24 Slavery
and coerced labor have been among the most ubiquitous of human institutions both in time - from
ancient times to the present - and in place, having existed in virtually all geographic areas and
societies. This volume covers the period from the independence of Haiti to modern perceptions of
slavery by assembling twenty-eight original essays, each written by scholars acknowledged as
leaders in their respective fields. Issues discussed include the sources of slaves, the slave trade, the
social and economic functioning of slave societies, the responses of slaves to enslavement, efforts to
abolish slavery continuing to the present day, the flow of contract labor and other forms of labor
control in the aftermath of abolition, and the various forms of coerced labor that emerged in the
twentieth century under totalitarian regimes and colonialism.
  puerto rico slavery history: Sugar, Slavery, and Freedom in Nineteenth-Century Puerto
Rico Luis A. Figueroa, 2006-05-18 The contributions of the black population to the history and
economic development of Puerto Rico have long been distorted and underplayed, Luis A. Figueroa
contends. Focusing on the southeastern coastal region of Guayama, one of Puerto Rico's three
leading centers of sugarcane agriculture, Figueroa examines the transition from slavery and slave
labor to freedom and free labor after the 1873 abolition of slavery in colonial Puerto Rico. He
corrects misconceptions about how ex-slaves went about building their lives and livelihoods after
emancipation and debunks standing myths about race relations in Puerto Rico. Historians have
assumed that after emancipation in Puerto Rico, as in other parts of the Caribbean and the U.S.
South, former slaves acquired some land of their own and became subsistence farmers. Figueroa
finds that in Puerto Rico, however, this was not an option because both capital and land available for
sale to the Afro-Puerto Rican population were scarce. Paying particular attention to class, gender,
and race, his account of how these libertos joined the labor market profoundly revises our
understanding of the emancipation process and the evolution of the working class in Puerto Rico.
  puerto rico slavery history: Slavery and Slaving in World History: A Bibliography,
1900-91: v. 1 David Y Miller, 2019-07-23 This bibliography of 20th century literature focuses on
slavery and slave-trading from ancient times through the 19th century. It contains over 10,000
entries, with the principal sections organizing works by the political/geographical frameworks of the
enslavers.
  puerto rico slavery history: General History of the Caribbean Higman, B.W., UNESCO,
1905-06-21 This volume looks at the ways historians have written the history of the region,
depending upon their methods of interpretation and differing styles of communicating their findings.
The chapters discussing methodology are followed by studies of particular themes of historiography.
The second half of the volume describes the writing of history in the individual territories, taking
into account changes in society, economy and political structure. The final section is a full and
detailed bibliography serving not only as a guide to the volume but also as an invaluable reference
for the General History of the Caribbcan as a whole.
  puerto rico slavery history: A Brief History of Slavery Jeremy Black, 2011-08-18 A
thought-provoking and important book that raises essential issues crucial not only for understanding
our past but also the present day. In this panoramic history, Jeremy Black tells how slavery was first
developed in the ancient world, and reaches all the way to the present in the form of contemporary
crimes such as trafficking and bonded labour. He shows how slavery has taken many forms
throughout history and across the world - from the uprising of Spartacus, the plantations of the West
Indies, and the murderous forced labour of the gulags and concentration camps. Slavery helped to
consolidate transoceanic empires and helped mould new world societies such as America and Brazil.
Black charts the long fight for abolition in the nineteenth century, looking at both the campaigners
as well as the harrowing accounts of the enslaved themselves. Slavery is still with us today, and
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coerced labour can be found closer to home than one might expect.
  puerto rico slavery history: A Short History of Transatlantic Slavery Kenneth Morgan,
2016-04-25 From 1501, when the first slaves arrived in Hispaniola, until the nineteenth century,
some twelve million people were abducted from west Africa and shipped across thousands of miles
of ocean - the infamous Middle Passage - to work in the colonies of the New World. Perhaps two
million Africans died at sea. Why was slavery so widely condoned, during most of this period, by
leading lawyers, religious leaders, politicians and philosophers? How was it that the educated
classes of the western world were prepared for so long to accept and promote an institution that
would later ages be condemned as barbaric? Exploring these and other questions - and the slave
experience on the sugar, rice, coffee and cotton plantations - Kenneth Morgan discusses the rise of a
distinctively Creole culture; slave revolts, including the successful revolution in Haiti (1791-1804);
and the rise of abolitionism, when the ideas of Montesquieu, Wilberforce, Quakers and others led to
the slave trade's systemic demise. At a time when the menace of human trafficking is of increasing
concern worldwide, this timely book reflects on the deeper motivations of slavery as both ideology
and merchant institution.
  puerto rico slavery history: General History of the Caribbean UNESCO Volume 6 NA NA,
2019-06-12 Volume6 looks at the ways historians have written the history of the region depending
upon their methods of interpretation and differing styles of communicating their findings. The
authors examine how the lingual diversity of the region has affected the historian's ability to
coalesce an historical account. The second half of the volume describes the writing of history in the
individual territories, taking into account changes in society, economy and political structure. This
volume concludes with a detailed bibliography that is comprehensive of the entire series.
  puerto rico slavery history: Sugar and Slavery in Puerto Rico Francisco Antonio Scarano, 1984
  puerto rico slavery history: A Global History of Anti-Slavery Politics in the Nineteenth
Century W. Mulligan, M. Bric, 2013-05-23 The abolition of slavery across large parts of the world
was one of the most significant transformations in the nineteenth century, shaping economies,
societies, and political institutions. This book shows how the international context was essential in
shaping the abolition of slavery.
  puerto rico slavery history: General History of the Carribean UNESCO Vol.3 NA NA,
2019-06-12 Volume 3 looks at various aspects of slave societies in the region from the seventeenth to
the nineteenth centuries. Throughout the tortuous history of the Caribbean, nothing exceeded in
fundamental importance the twin experiences of slavery and the plantation system, the defining
episodes of Caribbean social reality. Topics addressed include: European 'settler colonies,' the sugar
revolutions, forms of resistance, the influence of creolization and religious beliefs, and the place of
the Maroon communities. Knight also examines the internal and external forces that led to the
eventual collapse of the Caribbean slave system.
  puerto rico slavery history: General History of the Caribbean Knight, Franklin W.,
UNESCO, 1997-12-31 This volume (the first one published) begins with an overview of the slave
trade. African slavers and the demography of the Caribbean up to 1750. Scholars go on to study the
demographic and social structure of the Caribbean slave societies in the 18 and 19 centuries, their
evolution and significance, the social and political control in the slave society and forms of
resistance and religious beliefs, as well as Maroon communities in the circum-Caribbean. The
phenomenon of pluralism and creolization is analysed. The volume closes with a study of the
distintegration of the Caribbean slave systems.
  puerto rico slavery history: Understanding Latino History Pablo R. Mitchell, 2017-12-11 This
Latino history textbook is an outstanding reference source that covers many different Latino groups
within a single comprehensive narrative. Latinos make up a vibrant, expanding, and extremely
diverse population with a history of being in the Americas that dates back to the early 16th century.
Today, Latinos represent the largest ethnic minority group in the United States, yet the history of
Latinos is largely unknown to the wider nation. This book tells the larger story of Latinos in the
United States and describes how they represent a breadth of ethnicities, addressing not only those



in very large numbers from countries such as Mexico, Cuba, Puerto Rico, and El Salvador, but also
Latino people from Peru, Argentina, Venezuela, Panama, and Costa Rica, as well as indigenous
Oaxacans and Mixtecos, among others. Organized chronologically, the book's coverage begins with
the arrival of the Spanish in the Americas around 1500 and stretches to the present. Each chapter
discusses a particular time period and addresses multiple Latino groups in the United States
together in the same narrative. The text is supplemented with interesting sidebars that spotlight
topics such as Latino sports figures, authentic recipes, and Latino actors and pop stars. These
sidebars help to engage readers and assist them in better understanding the wide range of the
Latino American experience in the modern context.
  puerto rico slavery history: A Transnational History of the Modern Caribbean Kirwin Shaffer,
2022-06-13 This book examines Caribbean people resisting racial, political, and social oppression
from the eve of the 1790s Haitian Revolution to the twenty-first century. Migrating rebels, shipments
of newspapers, rumors, and acts of resistance themselves inspired people throughout the Caribbean
who launched their own acts of defiance, illustrating the transnational nature of Caribbean
resistance. Some people fought to be left alone, ungovernable, and masterless. Other people fought
to free their ethnicity or race, their class, or their nation. Men and women employed a range of
tactics from violent armed uprisings to fleeing repression and starting their own communities.
Through song, language, religion and festivals, they maintained cultures and identities against
oppressive norms that devalued or sought to destroy those cultures and identities. People declared
strikes and riots against economic oppression. Women and mothers mobilized for their and their
children’s freedoms. Across the Caribbean, people confronted oppression and in so doing illustrated
their humanity and agency.
  puerto rico slavery history: Economic Growth and the Ending of the Transatlantic Slave
Trade David Eltis, 1987-06-11 This watershed study is the first to consider in concrete terms the
consequences of Britain's abolition of the Atlantic slave trade. Why did Britain pull out of the slave
trade just when it was becoming important for the world economy and the demand for labor around
the world was high? Caught between the incentives offered by the world economy for continuing
trade at full tilt and the ideological and political pressures from its domestic abolitionist movement,
Britain chose to withdraw, believing, in part, that freed slaves would work for low pay which in turn
would lead to greater and cheaper products. In a provocative new thesis, historian David Eltis here
contends that this move did not bolster the British economy; rather, it vastly hindered economic
expansion as the empire's control of the slave trade and its great reliance on slave labor had played
a major role in its rise to world economic dominance. Thus, for sixty years after Britain pulled out,
the slave economies of Africa and the Americas flourished and these powers became the dominant
exporters in many markets formerly controlled by Britain. Addressing still-volatile issues arising
from the clash between economic and ideological goals, this global study illustrates how British
abolitionism changed the tide of economic and human history on three continents.
  puerto rico slavery history: A Brief History of the Caribbean D. H. Figueredo, Frank
Argote-Freyre, 2008 A Brief History of the Caribbean is an overview of the historical events that
have taken place and shaped the islands of the Caribbean Sea.
  puerto rico slavery history: The Routledge History of Slavery Gad Heuman, Trevor
Burnard, 2010-11 The Routledge History of Slavery is a landmark publication that provides an
overview of the main themes surrounding the history of slavery spanning the last two milennia. With
the 200th anniversary of the abolition of the slave trade in the UK just passed, this volume comes at
a timely moment. Taking stock of the field of Slave Studies the book concentrates on the major
advances in the field over the past decades in which the study of slavery has become so prominent.
  puerto rico slavery history: Puerto Rico Past and Present Serafín Méndez-Méndez, Ronald
Fernández, 2015-07-14 Recently revised to include the latest current events, this classic reference
presents the historical, social, political, and cultural aspects of Puerto Rico. Puerto Rico, an island
rich with culture and national pride, continues to inspire debate over its designation as a
commonwealth of the United States. This updated edition of a popular encyclopedia captures



important historical, social, political, and cultural developments of the oldest colony in the world, up
to and including the region's current status in relation to the United States. The fascinating work is
full of facts, figures, and narratives of the struggles, achievements, and creations of the Puerto Rican
people. Essays highlight the area's economy, geography, religion, education, language, radio,
television, social media, and films. A focus on the contributions of key historical figures showcase
the stories of Ramon Power y Giralt, the first envoy to the Spanish Courts; and Juan Mari Brás,
founder of the Puerto Rican Socialist Party, among others. The second edition features recent
developments in the commonwealth, including the election of its first female governor, the
introduction of the first sales tax, and the financial crisis that shut down schools.
  puerto rico slavery history: A History of Slavery in Cuba, 1511 to 1868 Hubert Hillary
Suffern Aimes, 1907
  puerto rico slavery history: Slavery and Slaving in World History: 1900-1991 Joseph
Calder Miller, 1999 This bibliography of 20th century literature focuses on slavery and slave-trading
from ancient times through the 19th century, compiling listings from all Western European
languages. It contains over 10,000 entries. The principal sections organize works by
political/geographical frameworks of the enslavers. Subject/keyword and author indexes provide
immediate, detailed access to the material.
  puerto rico slavery history: The Palgrave Handbook of Global Slavery throughout
History Damian A. Pargas, Juliane Schiel, 2023-06-14 This open access handbook takes a
comparative and global approach to analyse the practice of slavery throughout history. To
understand slavery - why it developed, and how it functioned in various societies – is to understand
an important and widespread practice in world civilisations. With research traditionally being
dominated by the Atlantic world, this collection aims to illuminate slavery that existed in not only the
Americas but also ancient, medieval, North and sub-Saharan African, Near Eastern, and Asian
societies. Connecting civilisations through migration, warfare, trade routes and economic expansion,
the practice of slavery integrated countries and regions through power-based relationships, whilst
simultaneously dividing societies by class, race, ethnicity and cultural group. Uncovering slavery as
a globalising phenomenon, the authors highlight the slave-trading routes that crisscrossed Africa,
helped integrate the Mediterranean world, connected Indian Ocean societies and fused the Atlantic
world. Split into five parts, the handbook portrays the evolution of slavery from antiquity to the
contemporary era and encourages readers to realise similarities and differences between various
manifestations of slavery throughout history. Providing a truly global coverage of slavery, and
including thematic injections within each chronological part, this handbook is a comprehensive and
transnational resource for all researchers interested in slavery, the history of labour, and
anthropology.
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