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Mary Queen of Scots Got Her Head Chopped Off: The Tragic Tale of a Queen

mary queen of scots got her head chopped off, a phrase that instantly evokes images of intrigue,
betrayal, and the brutal realities of 16th-century politics. Mary Stuart, the Queen of Scots, lived a
life filled with drama and tragedy, culminating in her execution. But how did this queen end up
losing her head? What events led to this grim fate, and why does her story still captivate us
centuries later? Let’s dive into the fascinating history behind Mary Queen of Scots and the reasons
she met such a violent end.

The Early Life of Mary Queen of Scots

Born in 1542, Mary Stuart became Queen of Scotland when she was just six days old after the death
of her father, King James V. Her early years were spent in France, where she was raised at the
French court and eventually married the Dauphin, who became King Francis II. This alliance briefly
made Mary the Queen consort of France, but after Francis’s death, she returned to Scotland, a
nation rife with religious conflict and political instability.

Mary’s Return to Scotland and Religious Turmoil

Mary returned to Scotland in 1561, a predominantly Protestant country, while she herself was a
devout Catholic. This religious difference set the stage for tension and conflict. Her Catholic faith
made her a figurehead for those opposed to the Protestant Reformation in Scotland and England,
especially in the eyes of Queen Elizabeth I of England. This religious divide played a pivotal role in
the events that ultimately led to Mary’s downfall.

The Political Landscape: Mary Queen of Scots Got Her
Head Chopped Off Because of Power Struggles

Mary’s life was entangled in the complex political struggles between Scotland, England, and France.
After returning to Scotland, she married her cousin, Lord Darnley, hoping to strengthen her claim to
the English throne. However, their marriage was troubled, and Darnley’s murder in 1567, which
many believed Mary was involved in or at least complicit with, dramatically damaged her reputation
and political standing.

Mary’s Forced Abdication and Imprisonment

The scandal surrounding Darnley’s murder, combined with her subsequent marriage to James
Hepburn, Earl of Bothwell—widely suspected of orchestrating Darnley’s death—led to a rebellion by
Scottish nobles. Mary was forced to abdicate the throne in favor of her infant son, James VI, and fled



to England seeking protection from her cousin, Queen Elizabeth I. However, instead of receiving
sanctuary, Mary was imprisoned for nearly two decades.

Why Did Mary Queen of Scots Got Her Head Chopped
Off?

The question that history buffs often ask is why Elizabeth I decided to execute her cousin, a fellow
queen. The answer lies in the intricate web of threats, conspiracies, and religious conflicts of the
time.

Mary as a Threat to Elizabeth I

Mary Queen of Scots had a legitimate claim to the English throne, being the great-granddaughter of
Henry VII of England. This made her a focal point for Catholic plots aiming to dethrone Protestant
Elizabeth I and restore Catholicism in England. Over the years, Mary became the center of
numerous conspiracies, including the famous Babington Plot, which aimed to assassinate Elizabeth
and place Mary on the English throne.

The Babington Plot and Mary’s Trial

In 1586, evidence uncovered by Elizabeth’s spies revealed Mary’s involvement in the Babington Plot.
This was the final straw for Elizabeth and her advisors, who feared that allowing Mary to live posed
a continuous danger to the stability of the English crown. Mary was put on trial for treason, a
controversial move since she was a queen and an anointed monarch, but the political necessity
outweighed traditional royal protocols.

The Execution of Mary Queen of Scots: A Historical
Turning Point

On February 8, 1587, Mary Queen of Scots got her head chopped off in Fotheringhay Castle. The
execution was carried out with a two-handed sword, a method believed to be more honorable than
an axe. Despite the grim nature of her death, Mary faced her execution with remarkable composure,
reportedly forgiving her executioner before her head was struck.

The Impact of Mary’s Execution

Mary’s execution had far-reaching consequences. It eliminated a major Catholic claimant to the
English throne but also outraged many Catholics across Europe. Elizabeth I faced criticism for
ordering the death of a fellow monarch, yet she justified it as necessary for the security of her reign.



The event intensified the religious divide in England and Europe and added fuel to the ongoing
conflicts between Catholics and Protestants.

Mary Queen of Scots Got Her Head Chopped Off:
Lessons from a Turbulent Reign

Mary’s life and death offer profound lessons about the dangers of political ambition, religious strife,
and the precarious position of women in power during the Renaissance era. Her story serves as a
cautionary tale of how personal choices, alliances, and the volatile politics of the time can lead to
tragic outcomes.

Understanding the Historical Context

To truly grasp why Mary Queen of Scots got her head chopped off, it’s important to recognize the
intense rivalry between England and Scotland, as well as the religious conflict between Catholics
and Protestants that defined much of 16th-century Europe. Mary’s Catholicism was not just a
personal faith but a political liability in Protestant-dominated England.

The Role of Espionage and Intrigue

The use of spies and secret correspondence, such as the interception of letters in the Babington Plot,
highlights the dangerous game of espionage during Mary’s time. Political survival often depended on
intelligence and manipulation, making Mary’s downfall not only a matter of power but also of
information warfare.

Remembering Mary Queen of Scots Today

Centuries later, Mary Queen of Scots remains a figure of fascination in popular culture, literature,
and history. Her tragic fate, symbolized by the brutal phrase “mary queen of scots got her head
chopped off,” continues to inspire countless books, films, and scholarly debates. She is remembered
not just as a queen who lost her life, but as a symbol of resilience amid adversity.

Visiting Historical Sites

For those interested in exploring Mary’s legacy, sites like Fotheringhay Castle, where she was
executed, and Holyrood Palace in Edinburgh, her official residence, offer tangible connections to her
story. Museums and exhibitions dedicated to her life provide deeper insights into the turbulent times
she lived through.



Mary’s Influence on Modern Perceptions of Monarchy

Mary Queen of Scots’ life challenges modern readers to think about leadership, legitimacy, and the
complexities of ruling in a divided society. Her story reminds us that monarchy is not just about
power, but also about navigating human emotions, loyalties, and the harsh realities of political life.

---

The story of Mary Queen of Scots, culminating in her execution, is more than just a historical fact; it
is a window into a world of political intrigue, religious conflict, and personal tragedy. Understanding
why mary queen of scots got her head chopped off helps us appreciate the precarious nature of
power and the enduring legacy of one of history’s most fascinating queens.

Frequently Asked Questions

Why was Mary Queen of Scots executed?
Mary Queen of Scots was executed because she was implicated in plots to assassinate Queen
Elizabeth I and take the English throne, which led to her being convicted of treason.

When was Mary Queen of Scots beheaded?
Mary Queen of Scots was beheaded on February 8, 1587.

Where did the execution of Mary Queen of Scots take place?
The execution of Mary Queen of Scots took place at Fotheringhay Castle in England.

How did Mary Queen of Scots’ execution impact England and
Scotland?
Mary’s execution heightened tensions between England and Scotland, and also intensified Catholic-
Protestant conflicts in both countries.

Was Mary Queen of Scots given a fair trial before her
execution?
Mary Queen of Scots was tried for treason, but many historians argue that the trial was politically
motivated and lacked fairness.

What was the significance of Mary Queen of Scots’ beheading
in history?
Mary’s beheading marked the end of a Catholic claimant to the English throne and solidified
Elizabeth I’s rule, influencing the political and religious landscape of Britain.



Additional Resources
Mary Queen of Scots Got Her Head Chopped Off: An Analytical Review of Her Execution and Legacy

mary queen of scots got her head chopped off — this stark historical fact marks one of the most
dramatic and consequential events in British history. Mary Stuart, Queen of Scots, met her tragic
end through execution in 1587, an act that symbolized not only the brutal politics of her era but also
the complex interplay of religion, monarchy, and power struggles that defined 16th-century Britain.
This article delves into the circumstances surrounding Mary’s execution, explores the political and
religious tensions that led to her downfall, and evaluates the enduring impact of her death on the
British monarchy and European history.

The Historical Context Behind Mary Queen of Scots’
Execution

Mary Queen of Scots’ life was marked by continuous turbulence and conflict. As the granddaughter
of Henry VII of England and a legitimate claimant to the English throne, Mary’s claim posed a
persistent threat to Elizabeth I. After being forced to abdicate the Scottish throne in 1567, she
sought refuge in England, where her presence ignited fears of Catholic plots to dethrone Elizabeth.

The phrase "mary queen of scots got her head chopped off" encapsulates the grim culmination of
years of political intrigue. Accused of involvement in the Babington Plot—a conspiracy to assassinate
Elizabeth and place Mary on the English throne—her trial was a pivotal moment that sealed her fate.
Despite contentious evidence and diplomatic hesitations, Elizabeth reluctantly signed Mary’s death
warrant in 1587, making Mary the first reigning monarch to be executed by a successor.

Religious Tensions and Political Intrigue

The execution of Mary Queen of Scots cannot be understood without acknowledging the religious
conflicts of the time. England, under Elizabeth I, was Protestant, while Mary remained steadfastly
Catholic. This religious divide fueled suspicion and hostility, with Mary becoming a focal point for
Catholic factions in England and abroad who sought to restore Catholicism.

Elizabeth’s government viewed Mary as a rallying point for rebellion, and her execution was partly a
preemptive measure to prevent further conspiracies. The Babington Plot, which implicated Mary in
plans to assassinate Elizabeth, provided the necessary justification. However, some historians argue
that Mary’s involvement was exaggerated or manipulated by Elizabeth’s advisors to legitimize the
execution.

The Execution: Methods, Ceremony, and Aftermath

Mary Queen of Scots got her head chopped off on February 8, 1587, at Fotheringhay Castle. The
execution was carried out by beheading, a method reserved for nobility, reflecting the gravity and
status of the condemned. Contemporary accounts describe the event as both harrowing and



dignified, with Mary reportedly showing remarkable composure until her death.

The Execution Process

- Mary was led to the execution chamber dressed in a red gown, symbolizing martyrdom.
- She delivered a final speech affirming her Catholic faith and denying involvement in plots against
Elizabeth.
- The executioner initially botched the beheading, requiring a second strike to complete the act.
- Witnesses recorded a somber atmosphere, with many lamenting the loss of a queen and martyr.

This event was significant not only for its immediate political consequences but also for its symbolic
resonance. Mary’s death intensified Catholic opposition to Elizabeth, culminating in the Spanish
Armada’s invasion attempt in 1588. Moreover, it set a precedent for dealing with political prisoners
and royal dissenters in England.

Comparisons to Other Royal Executions

Mary’s execution is often compared to other notable royal deaths, such as the beheading of Anne
Boleyn or the execution of King Charles I. Unlike Charles I’s execution during the English Civil War,
which was revolutionary and symbolic of the end of absolute monarchy, Mary’s death was a
calculated act to preserve the existing regime. Her execution also starkly contrasts with the more
ceremonial deaths of monarchs who died peacefully or were buried with honor, underscoring the
exceptional nature of her fate.

The Legacy of Mary Queen of Scots’ Death

The phrase "mary queen of scots got her head chopped off" resonates beyond the historical fact; it
encapsulates the enduring intrigue surrounding her life and death. Mary’s execution has been
immortalized in literature, film, and popular culture, often emphasizing themes of tragedy,
martyrdom, and political betrayal.

Political Ramifications

- The execution eliminated a Catholic rival but fueled resentment among Catholic European powers,
particularly Spain and France.
- It hardened Elizabeth’s position as a Protestant monarch but also complicated her diplomatic
standing.
- Mary’s son, James VI of Scotland, ultimately succeeded Elizabeth as James I of England, uniting the
crowns and ending the Tudor-Stuart rivalry in the following century.



Cultural and Historical Interpretations

Mary’s death has been interpreted through various lenses:

Martyrdom: Catholic narratives often portray Mary as a saintly figure, unjustly executed for
her faith.

Political Tragedy: Protestant accounts highlight the political necessity of her execution to
preserve Elizabeth’s reign.

Romanticized Legend: Artistic and literary works have dramatized Mary’s life, emphasizing
her beauty, misfortune, and tragic end.

These interpretations have shaped Mary’s image as both a victim of political machinations and a
symbol of resistance against religious persecution.

Mary Queen of Scots in Modern Scholarship

Contemporary historians continue to debate the fairness of Mary’s trial and the motivations behind
her execution. Recent scholarship often adopts a more nuanced view, recognizing the complexity of
Elizabethan politics and the limited options available to the English government.

Investigations into primary sources, including trial transcripts and diplomatic correspondence,
reveal the intricate balance between justice and political expediency. Scholars also examine the role
of gender, noting how Mary’s status as a female monarch influenced perceptions and decisions
during her lifetime.

Impact on SEO and Historical Interest

The phrase "mary queen of scots got her head chopped off" remains a potent keyword for driving
interest in Tudor history and royal intrigue topics. Websites focusing on British history, educational
content, and cultural analysis benefit from incorporating related keywords such as "Mary Stuart
execution," "Babington Plot," "Elizabeth I and Mary Queen of Scots," and "16th-century British
monarchy."

By weaving these terms naturally into content, historians and educators can engage audiences
searching for detailed, credible insights into this pivotal historical event. The enduring fascination
with Mary’s life and death ensures that this topic remains relevant for both academic study and
popular consumption.

The execution of Mary Queen of Scots stands as a powerful reminder of the lethal stakes of
monarchy and religion in early modern Europe. Her life and death continue to provoke reflection on
sovereignty, justice, and the human cost of political power struggles.



Mary Queen Of Scots Got Her Head Chopped Off

  mary queen of scots got her head chopped off: Mary Queen of Scots Got Her Head
Chopped Off Liz Lochhead, 2009 A modern classic about the bitter rivalry between Mary, Queen of
Scots, and her cousin and fellow ruler, Elizabeth I of England - retold by Scotland's most popular
playwright. 'Once upon a time, there were twa queens on the wan green island, and the wan green
island was split inty twa kingdoms. But no equal kingdoms...' Mary and Elizabeth are two women
with much in common, but more that sets them apart. Following the death of her husband, the
Dauphin of France, the beautiful, and staunchly Catholic Mary Stuart has returned from France to
rule Scotland, a country she neither knows nor understands. Ill-prepared to rule in her own right,
Mary has failed to learn what her protestant cousin, Elizabeth Tudor, knows only too well - that a
queen must rule with her head, not her heart. All too soon the stage is set for a deadly endgame in
which there can only be one winner and one queen on the one green island. Liz Lochhead's play
Mary Queen of Scots Got Her Head Chopped Off is presented in a distinctive cabaret style, with
much of the dialogue in the 'Braid Scots' vernacular. It was first performed by the Communicado
Theatre Company at the Lyceum Studio Theatre, Edinburgh, in August 1987. This revised version
was published alongside the revival by the National Theatre of Scotland, which toured in 2009. Also
included is a new introduction by the author.
  mary queen of scots got her head chopped off: Afterlife of Mary, Queen of Scots Steven
J. Reid, 2024-04-30 Mary Queen of Scots (1542-1587) was active as monarch of Scotland for just six
years between 1561 and 1567, but her impact as a ruler in Scotland is much less important than her
subsequent role in popular culture and imagination. Her story has enjoyed perpetual retelling and
reached a global audience over the past four and a half centuries. This collection surveys the
exceptionally varied range of objects, literature, art and media that have been produced to
commemorate Mary between her own time and the present day. Why is her story so enduring,
pervasive, and of such interest to so many different audiences? How have the narratives associated
with these objects evolved in response to shifting cultural attitudes? The collection offers a
much-needed novel perspective on the Queen of Scots, using an approach at the intersection of early
modern, gender and cultural history, museum and heritage studies, and memory studies.
  mary queen of scots got her head chopped off: The Amazing Life of Mary, Queen of
Scots Gill Arbuthnott, 2021-10-21 She was Queen of Scotland and of France, and a possible Queen
of England; she was involved in a series of mysterious deaths; in the end she lost her head... But
what was life really like for Mary, Queen of Scots? Put on your ruff and step into the sixteenth
century for a unique glimpse into the dramatic life of the infamous queen. Mary's story is told from
the perspective of her young servant Alec. Each easy-to-read chapter mixes the involving story of the
queen's life with timelines, charts and revealing illustrations to create a Fact-tastic account that is
both educational and emotionally engaging for younger readers. Take a journey through time and
find out: Why did Mary become Queen of Scots when she was just six days old? What exotic animals
lived with the young queen? How did Mary escape from Lochleven Castle? Why did Mary's cousin,
Queen Elizabeth I, arrange her beheading? The Amazing Life of Mary, Queen of Scots continues the
brilliant Fact-tastic series, which blends intriguing facts and fascinating fiction to bring the most
exciting, gruesome and crucial moments of Scottish history alive for young readers.
  mary queen of scots got her head chopped off: Bannockburns Robert Crawford, 2014-01-14
Explores the literary-cultural background to Scottish nationalism and how writers have set out in
poetry, fiction, plays and on film the ideal of Scottish independence from 1314 to today. Publication
coincides with the 700-year anniversary of the Battle o
  mary queen of scots got her head chopped off: Contemporary Scottish Literature Matt
McGuire, 2008-11-24 This Guide examines the critical construction of the genre of 'contemporary
Scottish literature' and assesses the critical responses to a wide range of contemporary Scottish
fiction, poetry and drama. The Guide is structured thematically with each chapter addressing a
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specific area of debate within the field of contemporary Scottish Studies.
  mary queen of scots got her head chopped off: Literary History - Cultural History Herbert
Grabes, 2001
  mary queen of scots got her head chopped off: British Playwrights, 1956-1995 William
W. Demastes, 1996-10-23 The year 1956 marked a point when British drama and theater fell into the
hands of a group of young playwrights who revolutionized the stage. During that time, playwrights
such as Samuel Beckett and Harold Pinter made the British theater as rich, varied, and vital as any
national theater in history. This reference chronicles the history of British theater from 1956 to 1995
by providing detailed information about the playwrights of that period. Included are entries for some
three dozen British playwrights active between 1956 and 1995. Entries are arranged alphabetically
to facilitate use. Each entry supplies biographical information, the production history for particular
plays, a survey of the playwright's critical reception, an assessment of the dramatist's work, and
primary and secondary bibliographies. A selected, general bibliography at the end of the volume
directs the reader to important sources of additional information about this period in theater history.
  mary queen of scots got her head chopped off: Liz Lochhead's Voices Robert Crawford,
2019-06-01 No detailed description available for Liz Lochhead's Voices.
  mary queen of scots got her head chopped off: Texts Through History Adele Wills, 2004 This
text provides students with the skills they need to analyze the historical context of a text, without
relying on extra research. Includes a wide range of illustrative texts, from interviews and poetry, to
comic sketches and adverts.
  mary queen of scots got her head chopped off: Bodies and Voices , 2008-01-01 A
wide-ranging collection of essays centred on readings of the body in contemporary literary and
socio-anthropological discourse, from slavery and rape to female genital mutilation, from clothing,
ocular pornography, voice, deformation and transmutation to the imprisoned, dismembered,
remembered, abducted or ghostly body, in Africa, Australasia and the Pacific, Canada, the
Caribbean, Great Britain and Eire
  mary queen of scots got her head chopped off: Edinburgh's Festivals David Pollock,
2023-08-04 In August 1947, an émigré Austrian opera impresario launched the Edinburgh
International Festival of Music and Drama to heal the scars of the Second World War through a
celebration of the arts. At the same time, a socialist theatre group from Glasgow and other amateur
companies protested their exclusion from the festival by performing anyway, inventing the concept
of 'fringe' theatre. Now the annual celebration known collectively as the Edinburgh Festival is the
largest arts festival in the world, incorporating events dedicated to theatre, film, art, literature,
comedy, dance, jazz and even military pageantry. It has launched careers – from Peter Cook and
Dudley Moore in Beyond the Fringe to Phoebe Waller-Bridge with Fleabag – mirrored the political
and social mood of its times, shaped the city of Edinburgh around it and welcomed a huge all-star
cast, including Orson Welles, Grace Kelly, Yehudi Menuhin and Mark E Smith's The Fall and many
many more. This is its story.
  mary queen of scots got her head chopped off: Queen of Scots John Alexander Guy, 2005 A
new historian of Mary Queen of Scots draws on new sources to shatter various myths surrounding
this odd monarch and uncover some of the scandals and political machinations underpinning, and
undermining, her throne.
  mary queen of scots got her head chopped off: Odisea nº 5: Revista de estudios ingleses
José Ramón Ibáñez Ibáñez, 2015-11-24 Revista de Estudios Ingleses es un anuario dirigido y
gestionado por miembros del Departamento de Filología Inglesa y Alemana de la Universidad de
Almería con el propósito de ofrecer un foro de intercambio de producción científica en campos del
conocimiento tan diversos como la lengua inglesa, literatura en lengua inglesa, didáctica del inglés,
traducción, inglés para fines específicos y otros igualmente vinculados a los estudios ingleses.
  mary queen of scots got her head chopped off: History of Scottish Women's Writing
Douglas Gifford, 2020-03-31 No detailed description available for A History of Scottish Women's
Writing.



  mary queen of scots got her head chopped off: Rewriting Medea Marianna Pugliese, 2013
The complexity of the mother-children relationship, the problems of maternal loss, inordinate erotic
love and betrayal, along with the need for a woman to affirm her own identity against every
patriarchal oppression, arguably make Medea one of the most popular myths re-enacted by
contemporary women writers. Toni Morrison and Liz Lochhead turn to it for the freedom of creating
narratives that offer both victimized and empowered portrayals of women, and exploit the key figure
of problematic motherhood to invert its canonical tropes. The role of classic appropriation as a
counter-hegemonic discourse demonstrates the possibilities of classical literature for voicing the
concerns of the marginalized, and in such light shows the connection between classicism and female,
racial and cultural empowerment.
  mary queen of scots got her head chopped off: The History of British Women's Writing,
1970-Present Mary Eagleton, Emma Parker, 2016-04-29 This book maps the most active and
vibrant period in the history of British women's writing. Examining changes and continuities in
fiction, poetry, drama, and journalism, as well as women's engagement with a range of literary and
popular genres, the essays in this volume highlight the range and diversity of women's writing since
1970.
  mary queen of scots got her head chopped off: Nation, community, self Gioia Angeletti,
2019-01-18T00:00:00+01:00 From the late 1960s until the present day, a significant number of
women playwrights have emerged in Scottish theatre who have made a pioneering contribution to
dramatic innovation and experimentation. Despite the critical reassessment of some of these authors
in the last twenty years, their invaluable achievement in playwriting, within and outside Scotland,
still deserves more thorough investigations and fuller acknowledgement. This work explores what is
still uncharted territory by examining a selection of representative texts by Ann Marie di Mambro,
Marcella Evaristi, Sue Glover, Jackie Kay, Liz Lochhead, Sharman Macdonald, and Joan Ure. The
three macro-thematic areas of the book – the rewriting of the Shakespearean canon; the
representation of female communities and minorities; and the conflicts between the self and society
– find significant and paradigmatic expression in their dramas. All seven writers examined in this
book have explored new theatrical methods, introduced aesthetic innovations and opened new
perspectives to engage with the complexities of national, community and individual identities. This
study will surely contribute to wider recognition of their achievement, so that their work can never
again be described as “uncharted territory”.
  mary queen of scots got her head chopped off: Twentieth Century Scottish Drama Randall
Stevenson, Cairns Craig, 2009-05-01 Ever since the major revival of dramatic writing and production
in the 1970s, the style and the subject matter of Scottish writing for stage and screen has been a
continuing influence on our contemporary culture, exciting, offending and challenging audiences in
equal measure. Yet modern Scottish drama has a history of controversy, conflict and entertainment
going back to the 1920s, notable at every turn for the vigour of its language and its direct
confrontation with telling issues. The plays in this anthology offer a unique chance to grasp the
different topics and also the recurrent themes of Scottish drama in the twentieth century. Gathered
together in a single omnibus volume, there is the poetic eeriness of Barrie and the political
commitment of Joe Corrie and Sue Glover; there is the Brechtian debate of Bridie and the verbal
brilliance of John Byrne and Liz Lochhead; there is working-class experience and feminist insight;
broad Scots and existential anxiety; street realism and a meeting with the devil; social injustice and
raucous humour; historical comedy and tragic loss. Here is both the breadth and the continuity of
the modern Scottish tradition in a single volume.
  mary queen of scots got her head chopped off: Elizabeth and Mary Jane Dunn, 2007-12-18
Superb.... A perceptive, suspenseful account. --The New York Times Book Review Dunn
demythologizes Elizabeth and Mary. In humanizing their dynamic and shifting relationship, Dunn
describes it as fueled by both rivalry and their natural solidarity as women in an overwhelmingly
masculine world. --Boston Herald The political and religious conflicts between Queen Elizabeth I and
the doomed Mary, Queen of Scots, have for centuries captured our imagination and inspired



memorable dramas played out on stage, screen, and in opera. But few books have brought to life
more vividly the exquisite texture of two women’s rivalry, spurred on by the ambitions and
machinations of the forceful men who surrounded them. The drama has terrific resonance even now
as women continue to struggle in their bid for executive power. Against the backdrop of
sixteenth-century England, Scotland, and France, Dunn paints portraits of a pair of protagonists
whose formidable strengths were placed in relentless opposition. Protestant Elizabeth, the bastard
daughter of Anne Boleyn, whose legitimacy had to be vouchsafed by legal means, glowed with
executive ability and a visionary energy as bright as her red hair. Mary, the Catholic successor
whom England’s rivals wished to see on the throne, was charming, feminine, and deeply persuasive.
That two such women, queens in their own right, should have been contemporaries and neighbours
sets in motion a joint biography of rare spark and page-turning power.
  mary queen of scots got her head chopped off: Edinburgh Companion to Liz Lochhead
Anne Varty, 2013-03-14 Explores the significance of Liz Lochhead's work for the twenty-first
century.The first contemporary critical investigation since Liz Lochhead's appointment as Scotland's
second Scots Makar, this Companion examines her poetry, theatre, visual and performing arts, and
broadcast media. It also discusses her theatre for children and young people, her translations for the
stage as well as translations of her texts into foreign languages and cultures.Several poets offer
commentaries on the influence of Liz Lochhead on their own practice while academic critics from
America, Europe, England and Scotland offer new critical readings inspired by feminism,
post-colonialism and cultural history. The volume addresses all of Lochhead's major outputs, from
new appraisal of early work such as Dreaming Frankenstein and Blood and Ice to evaluations of her
more recent works and collections such as The Colour of Black and White and Perfect Days.
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