mary lefkowitz not out of africa

Mary Lefkowitz Not Out of Africa: Exploring the Debate on Ancient African Influence

mary lefkowitz not out of africa is a phrase that often comes up in discussions about the scholarly
debate surrounding the origins of Western civilization and the controversial claims about ancient
African contributions. Mary Lefkowitz, a prominent classical scholar and professor emerita at
Wellesley College, is best known for her critical stance against the "Out of Africa" theory when it is
used to claim that Greek culture and philosophy were directly borrowed from ancient African
civilizations, particularly Egypt. Her work has sparked considerable discussion in academic and
cultural circles, highlighting the complexities of history, identity, and cultural heritage.

Who Is Mary Lefkowitz?

Mary Lefkowitz has dedicated much of her academic career to classical studies, specializing in Greek
literature and mythology. She has been a vocal critic of Afrocentric theories that argue for a
predominant African origin of Greek civilization. Lefkowitz’s most famous work, "Not Out of Africa,"
challenges the notion that ancient Greeks borrowed their culture wholesale from African sources,
particularly ancient Egypt. Her scholarship emphasizes the importance of rigorous historical evidence
and cautions against oversimplified or politically motivated interpretations of cultural history.

Academic Background and Influence

Lefkowitz earned her Ph.D. from Radcliffe College and has authored numerous books and articles on
Greek mythology and classical history. Her expertise in ancient languages and texts provides a
foundation for her critiques of Afrocentric narratives. Through her writings and lectures, she has
influenced discussions on the origins of Western civilization and the intersection of race, history, and
identity.

The “Out of Africa” Debate: What Does It Mean?

The phrase "Out of Africa" traditionally refers to the widely accepted scientific theory that modern
humans originated in Africa before migrating to other parts of the world. This theory is supported by
extensive genetic, archaeological, and fossil evidence. However, the term has also been adopted in
cultural and historical debates to assert that many aspects of Western civilization—philosophy,
science, art—are rooted in ancient African cultures.

Afrocentrism and Its Claims

Afrocentrism is an intellectual movement that seeks to center African contributions in world history
and challenge Eurocentric narratives that often marginalize Africa’s role. Some Afrocentric scholars



argue that ancient Egyptians, as Africans, were the true originators of Greek philosophy,
mathematics, and culture. This perspective aims to restore pride and recognition for African
achievements that have been historically overlooked or misrepresented.

Mary Lefkowitz’'s Position

Mary Lefkowitz acknowledges the importance of recognizing Africa’s rich historical contributions but
disputes the claim that Greek culture was simply “borrowed” or “stolen” from ancient Egypt. In "Not
Out of Africa," she critically examines the evidence presented by Afrocentric scholars and finds many
of their arguments to be based on misinterpretations, selective readings, or lack of rigorous
scholarship. Lefkowitz emphasizes the uniqueness of Greek culture and the complexity of cultural
exchanges in the ancient world, arguing against simplistic narratives.

Understanding the Controversy: Why Is This Debate
Important?

The conversation around mary lefkowitz not out of africa is not just about historical facts; it touches
on deeper issues of identity, power, and the politics of knowledge. Understanding this debate helps
clarify how history is constructed and contested, and why cultural heritage remains a sensitive and
vital topic for many communities.

The Role of History in ldentity Formation

History shapes how groups perceive themselves and others. For many African Americans and
Africans, Afrocentric narratives provide a source of pride and a counterbalance to histories that have
minimized or erased African contributions. Mary Lefkowitz’s critique, therefore, can be seen as
challenging these narratives, which can lead to tension between the need for academic rigor and the
desire for cultural affirmation.

The Importance of Evidence-Based Scholarship

While recognizing cultural pride, Lefkowitz advocates for historical accuracy grounded in evidence.
She encourages scholars and readers to examine primary sources, archaeological data, and linguistic
facts carefully. This approach helps prevent the spread of myths and promotes a deeper, more
nuanced understanding of ancient civilizations and their interactions.

Key Arguments in “Not Out of Africa”

Mary Lefkowitz’s book outlines several critical points that address the claims made by Afrocentric
scholars. Here are some of the central arguments she presents:



e Misinterpretation of Sources: Many Afrocentric claims rely on distorted readings of ancient
texts, often ignoring context or mistranslating key passages.

e Greek Innovation: Greek culture developed unique philosophical, political, and artistic
traditions that cannot be fully explained as borrowed from Egypt or other African cultures.

* Lack of Direct Evidence: There is insufficient archaeological or textual evidence to support
the assertion that Greeks directly copied their culture from Africans.

e Cultural Exchange vs. Cultural Theft: While acknowledging that ancient civilizations
interacted and influenced each other, Lefkowitz rejects the idea of wholesale cultural theft.

These points highlight the complexity of cultural transmission and the dangers of oversimplification in
historical narratives.

Broader Implications for Education and Scholarship

The debate surrounding mary lefkowitz not out of africa has important implications for how history is
taught and understood in classrooms and academic settings.

Encouraging Critical Thinking

Students and scholars alike benefit from examining multiple perspectives with a critical eye.
Lefkowitz's work encourages readers to question sources, understand historical context, and avoid
accepting claims without solid evidence. This method fosters a more informed and thoughtful
approach to history.

Balancing Representation and Accuracy

Educators face the challenge of presenting inclusive histories that recognize marginalized voices
while maintaining scholarly integrity. The discussion sparked by Lefkowitz’s critique serves as a
reminder to balance these goals carefully, ensuring that recognition of African contributions is based
on credible research rather than political agendas.

Mary Lefkowitz and the Ongoing Dialogue on Cultural
Origins

The conversation about mary lefkowitz not out of africa is far from settled. It continues to evolve as
new discoveries are made, and as society grapples with the legacies of colonialism, racism, and



cultural representation.

New Research and Perspectives

Advances in archaeology, genetics, and historical linguistics continue to shed light on ancient
interactions between Africa and the Mediterranean world. While Lefkowitz's critiques remain
influential, many scholars advocate for nuanced interpretations that recognize the
interconnectedness of ancient civilizations without resorting to simplistic borrowing theories.

The Importance of Respectful Debate

The debates sparked by Lefkowitz’s work underscore the need for respectful and open dialogue.
Engaging with differing viewpoints constructively can enrich our understanding of history and
promote cross-cultural appreciation.

Mary Lefkowitz’s stance on the “Out of Africa” cultural claims challenges us to consider how history is
constructed and the responsibility that comes with interpreting the past. Her insistence on evidence-
based scholarship reminds us that while cultural pride is important, it should be grounded in careful
study. The ongoing dialogue she has inspired continues to shape how we think about the origins of
civilization, identity, and the rich tapestry of human history.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Mary Lefkowitz in relation to the 'Out of Africa' theory?

Mary Lefkowitz is a classical scholar known for her critiques of Afrocentric interpretations of history,
including challenges to the 'Out of Africa’ theory in some cultural and historical contexts.

What is Mary Lefkowitz's main argument in '‘Not Out of
Africa'?
In '‘Not Out of Africa,' Mary Lefkowitz argues against Afrocentric claims that ancient Greek civilization

originated from African civilizations, emphasizing the importance of evidence-based historical
scholarship.

How does Mary Lefkowitz challenge Afrocentric perspectives
in 'Not Out of Africa'?

Lefkowitz challenges Afrocentric perspectives by scrutinizing historical sources and archaeological
evidence, asserting that many claims about African origins of Greek culture lack credible support.



What is the significance of 'Not Out of Africa' in academic
discussions?

'‘Not Out of Africa' is significant for promoting critical examination of Afrocentric claims and
encouraging rigorous standards in the study of ancient history and cultural origins.

Does Mary Lefkowitz deny African contributions to civilization
in 'Not Out of Africa'?

No, Mary Lefkowitz acknowledges African contributions to civilization but disputes specific claims that
ancient Greek culture was directly derived from African sources without sufficient evidence.

What controversies surround Mary Lefkowitz's 'Not Out of
Africa'?
The book has sparked controversy for confronting Afrocentric narratives, with some critics accusing

Lefkowitz of downplaying African achievements, while supporters praise her for defending scholarly
rigor.

How has 'Not Out of Africa' influenced Afrocentric
scholarship?

‘Not Out of Africa' has prompted Afrocentric scholars to more carefully substantiate their claims and
engage in deeper academic debate regarding cultural origins and historical narratives.

What is the main historical period discussed in 'Not Out of
Africa'?

The book primarily discusses the ancient classical period, focusing on the origins of Greek civilization
and its alleged connections to African cultures.

Where can | read or purchase Mary Lefkowitz's 'Not Out of
Africa'?

'Not Out of Africa' is available for purchase through major book retailers like Amazon, Barnes & Noble,
and can also be found in academic libraries.

How does Mary Lefkowitz support her arguments in 'Not Out
of Africa'?

Lefkowitz supports her arguments through detailed analysis of historical texts, archaeological
evidence, and by highlighting inconsistencies in Afrocentric claims.



Additional Resources

Mary Lefkowitz Not Out of Africa: An Examination of Historical Narratives and Controversies

mary lefkowitz not out of africa stands as a compelling entry point into ongoing debates
surrounding historical narratives, particularly those concerning African history and cultural origins.
Mary Lefkowitz, a prominent classical scholar and professor emerita at Wellesley College, has long
been recognized for her critical stance on the "Out of Africa" theory as it applies to certain aspects of
ancient history and cultural heritage claims. Her scholarship challenges prevailing interpretations,
inviting a nuanced investigation into the intersections of archaeology, history, and identity politics.

This article delves into Mary Lefkowitz’'s arguments and critiques related to the "Out of Africa"
hypothesis, exploring the broader implications for historical scholarship and cultural discourse. By
analyzing her key points and the responses they have elicited, we aim to provide a balanced, in-depth
review that situates her work within the larger academic and social context.

The Context of "Out of Africa" in Historical Scholarship

The "Out of Africa" theory broadly refers to the scientific consensus that modern humans (Homo
sapiens) originated in Africa before migrating to other continents. This model is widely supported by
evidence from genetics, paleontology, and archaeology. However, in the realm of cultural and
classical history, the phrase often takes on additional layers of meaning and controversy, especially
when used to assert the African origins of classical Greek civilization or other elements traditionally
attributed to Europe.

Mary Lefkowitz’s involvement with the "Out of Africa" discourse centers less on the biological origins
of humanity and more on contesting claims that ancient Greek culture was primarily African in
origin—a thesis popularized by Afrocentric scholars. Lefkowitz has critically examined these
assertions, questioning the evidentiary basis and methodological approaches behind them.

Mary Lefkowitz’s Critique of Afrocentrism

Afrocentrism emerged as a scholarly and cultural movement aimed at reclaiming African contributions
to world history, particularly emphasizing Africa’s role in shaping Western civilization. While this
approach has been empowering and corrective in many respects, Lefkowitz has argued that certain
Afrocentric claims tend to overstate or distort historical facts.

In her seminal work, *Not Out of Africa: How Afrocentrism Became an Excuse to Teach Myth as
History*, Lefkowitz challenges the Afrocentric narrative that classical Greek culture was derived from
ancient Egypt or other African civilizations. She asserts that such claims often lack credible
archaeological and historical evidence, relying instead on selective interpretation and ideological
motivations.

Her critique highlights several core issues:

* Methodological rigor: Lefkowitz emphasizes the importance of adhering to established



historical methods, including critical evaluation of sources and contextual analysis.

e Evidence-based history: She scrutinizes the archaeological record and classical texts to
assess claims of African origins of Greek culture.

e Intent and impact: Lefkowitz acknowledges the political and cultural motivations behind
Afrocentrism but cautions against allowing ideology to override scholarly standards.

Responses and Controversies

Mary Lefkowitz’s stance has sparked significant debate within academic circles and beyond.
Supporters commend her commitment to intellectual rigor and her willingness to challenge popular
but unsubstantiated narratives. Critics, however, argue that her approach sometimes dismisses
Afrocentric scholarship too readily and may underestimate the complexities of cultural exchanges in
the ancient Mediterranean world.

The tension between Afrocentric perspectives and Lefkowitz’s critiques reflects broader discussions
about identity, representation, and the politics of history. These debates underscore the difficulties
involved in disentangling historical facts from modern social and political agendas.

Analyzing the Evidence: Culture, History, and Identity

To understand the core of the Mary Lefkowitz not out of Africa argument, it is essential to examine
the types of evidence used to support or refute the Afrocentric thesis.

Archaeological and Textual Records

Lefkowitz points to the extensive body of Greek literature—works by Homer, Herodotus, Plato, and
others—as primary sources that document the development of Greek civilization largely independent
of African influence. While acknowledging Egypt’s advanced civilization and occasional interactions
with Greece, she argues that the foundational elements of Greek culture originated within the Greek
world.

Conversely, Afrocentric scholars highlight shared motifs, artistic styles, and philosophical ideas as

evidence of African influence. However, many of these parallels can also be explained through trade,
migration, and cultural diffusion without necessitating a direct origin.

Genetic and Anthropological Perspectives

While Lefkowitz's work primarily addresses cultural and historical claims, the "Out of Africa" theory in
anthropology broadly confirms Africa as the cradle of human species. This biological consensus,



however, does not automatically translate into cultural primacy in all aspects of ancient history.

The distinction between genetic origins and cultural development is crucial. Lefkowitz's critiques
underline that acknowledging African origins of humanity should not be conflated with claims that all
cultural achievements must be traced to Africa.

Implications for Historical Education and Scholarship

The discourse surrounding Mary Lefkowitz not out of Africa has significant implications for how history
is taught and understood, especially in multicultural societies seeking to rectify historical erasures.

e Balancing narratives: Educators face the challenge of presenting history that recognizes
African contributions without endorsing unverified claims.

* Critical thinking: Lefkowitz's work encourages students and scholars to critically evaluate
sources and avoid simplistic or ideologically driven histories.

e Dialogue and inclusivity: Constructive engagement between Afrocentric scholars and critics
like Lefkowitz can foster richer, more nuanced understandings of the past.

Challenges in Public Perception

Public interest in alternative histories often emerges from legitimate desires to challenge Eurocentric
perspectives. However, when historical revisionism crosses into mythmaking, it risks undermining the
credibility of genuine scholarship and alienating potential allies.

Lefkowitz’s critiques serve as a reminder of the delicate balance between correcting historical
injustices and maintaining scholarly integrity.

Mary Lefkowitz’s Legacy in the Debate on African
Origins and Classical History

Mary Lefkowitz remains a pivotal figure in discussions about the intersection of African history,
classical studies, and cultural identity. Her insistence on evidence-based scholarship and critical
analysis has sparked important conversations about the nature of historical knowledge and the role of
ideology in shaping narratives.

While her views have generated controversy, they also provide an essential counterpoint that
challenges scholars to refine their methodologies and engage more deeply with complex historical
questions. The ongoing dialogue inspired by her work continues to influence both academic research
and public understanding of the ancient world.



In navigating the multifaceted discourse surrounding Mary Lefkowitz not out of Africa, it becomes
clear that history is not merely a collection of facts but a dynamic field shaped by interpretation,
evidence, and the evolving contexts in which we seek to understand our shared past.

Mary Lefkowitz Not Out Of Africa

mary lefkowitz not out of africa: Not Out of Africa M. Lefkowitz, 1998

mary lefkowitz not out of africa: Not Out of Africa, 1976

mary lefkowitz not out of africa: Early Black Thinkers in the Diaspora and Their
Conceptualizations of Africa Abdul Karim Bangura, 2024-08-24 This book argues that just as the
ideas of Pan-Africanism birthed by Henry Sylvester-Williams and others in the late 1800s and
Negritude ushered by Aimé Césaire and others in the early 1900s emboldened many major Black
thinkers to push for independence across Africa, so will these early thinkers’ ideas help in the
building of a new Africa. The various chapters explore the proposition that the thoughts of early
great Diaspora Black thinkers are still wellsprings of tenets that can be used to build a new Africa.
The chapters examine how these thinkers conceptualized Africa in their works, with the main
objective of delineating their conceptualizations to generate suggestions on how to build a new
Africa.

mary lefkowitz not out of africa: Discipline Problems Tadashi Dozono, 2024-05-07 Angel, a
Black tenth-grader at a New York City public school, self-identifies as a nerd and likes to learn. But
she’s troubled that her history classes leave out events like the genocide and dispossession of
Indigenous people in the Americas, presenting a sugar-coated image of the United States that is at
odds with her everyday experience. “The history I learned in school is simpler,” she says. “The world
[ live in is a lot more complex.” Angel, like every student interviewed in Discipline Problems, has
been identified by teachers as a “troublemaker,” a student whose behavior disrupts classroom norms
and interferes with instruction. But her critiques of the curriculum she’s taught speak to her
curiosity and insight, crucial foundations for understanding history. Like many students who have
been marginalized by systemic racism in American schools, she exposes the shortcomings of her
classrooms’ academic environments by challenging both the content and the methods of her
education. All too often, these challenges are framed as “troublemaking,” and the students are
disciplined for “acting out” instead of being rewarded for their intellectual engagement. Tadashi
Dozono, a professor of education and former high school social studies teacher, takes seriously the
often-overlooked critiques that students of color who get labeled as troublemakers direct toward
their high school history curriculum. He reinterprets “troublemaking,” usually cast as a behavioral
deficit, as an intellectual asset and form of reasoning that challenges the “disciplining reason” of
classrooms where whiteness is valued over the histories and knowledge of people of color. Dozono
shows how what are traditionally framed as discipline problems can be seen through a different lens
as responses to educational practices that marginalize non-white students. Discipline Problems
reveals how students of color seek out alternate avenues for understanding their world and imagines
a pedagogy that champions the curiosity, intellect, and knowledge of marginalized learners.

mary lefkowitz not out of africa: Evolution in Reference and Information Services Di Su, 2001
Explore ways to bring and keep your library's electronic services up to date! From editor Di Su:
Some years ago, if you were told that a library's catalog would be available on a 24/7/365 basis,
you'd think it was just another fiction. Perhaps as influential as Johannes Gutenberg's invention of
movable type printing, the Internet is one of the most significant happenings in the information
world in modern times. In addition to showing you how library services have been influenced and
enhanced by the advent of the Internet, Evolution in Reference and Information Services: The
Impact of the Internet will enable you to make the most of the new opportunities that current



https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-158/mary-lefkowitz-not-out-of-africa.pdf

technologies offer. This valuable book will also help you and your library avoid the pitfalls and new
challenges to professional competency that come along with electronic research. Evolution in
Reference and Information Services: gives you a review of the history of electronic reference looks
at the increasing role of librarians as teachers and providers of technical help for users provides
case studies and ways to evaluate electronic research methods suggests strategies for providing
effective electronic services examines government Web sites explores Internet sources of health
information shows you how to establish electronic services through your library's portal site looks at
how to manage a library computer lab and much more!

mary lefkowitz not out of africa: Evolution in Reference and Information Services Linda
S Katz, 2013-05-13 Explore ways to bring and keep your library’s electronic services up to
date!From editor Di Su: “Some years ago, if you were told that a library’s catalog would be available
on a 24/7/365 basis, you'd think it was just another fiction. Perhaps as influential as Johannes
Gutenberg’s invention of movable type printing, the Internet is one of the most significant
happenings in the information world in modern times.”In addition to showing you how library
services have been influenced and enhanced by the advent of the Internet, Evolution in Reference
and Information Services: The Impact of the Internet will enable you to make the most of the new
opportunities that current technologies offer. This valuable book will also help you and your library
avoid the pitfalls and new challenges to professional competency that come along with electronic
research.Evolution in Reference and Information Services: gives you a review of the history of
electronic reference looks at the increasing role of librarians as teachers and providers of technical
help for users provides case studies and ways to evaluate electronic research methods suggests
strategies for providing effective electronic services examines government Web sites explores
Internet sources of health information shows you how to establish electronic services through your
library’s portal site looks at how to manage a library computer lab and much more!

mary lefkowitz not out of africa: Death of a Myth Femi Ojo-Ade, 2001 Nigeria, a country of
immense natural and human resources, with the potential to actually realise the too-often
meaningless notion of independence, has suffered from decades of debilitating military leadership.
Covering a period of five years in the unfolding tragicomedy of Africa's most populous country, this
book addresses various issues concerning Nigeria in a style filled with dark humour, pungency and
perspicacity. Ojo-Ade offers a full understanding of the Nigerian dilemma and its hope for a better
future.

mary lefkowitz not out of africa: Moses and Multiculturalism Barbara Johnson, 2010-02-25
Countering impressions of Moses reinforced by Sigmund Freud in his epoch-making Moses and
Monotheism, this concise, engaging work begins with the perception that the story of Moses is at
once the most nationalist and the most multicultural of all foundation narratives. Weaving together
various texts—biblical passages, philosophy, poems, novels, opera, and movies—Barbara Johnson
explores how the story of Moses has been appropriated, reimagined, and transmitted across cultures
and historical moments. But she finds that already in the Bible, the story of Moses is a multicultural
story, the story of someone who functions well in a world to which he, unbeknownst to the casual
observer, does not belong. Using the Moses story as a lens through which to view questions at the
heart of contemporary literary, philosophical, and ethical debates, Johnson shows how, through a
close analysis of this figure's recurrence through time, we might understand something of the
paradoxes, if not the impasses of contemporary multiculturalism.

mary lefkowitz not out of africa: Heresy in the University Jacques Berlinerblau, 1999 One
of the most controversial books to come out of the academy in the last fifteen years is Martin
Bernal's Black Athena. It has been a true cause celebre. Afrocentrists have both praised the book
and claimed that Bernal stole from the work of black scholars to create his study of the Afroasiastic
roots of classical civilization. Classicists feel passionately about what they perceive as an attack from
an outsider on the origins not only of ancient Greece but of their own discipline. It seems that
everyone has something to say about the book; the question is how many really understand it. In
Heresy in the University, Jacques Berlinerblau provides an exegesis of the contents of Black Athena,



making it accessible to a wider audience. As he clarifies and restates Bernal's opus, Berlinerblau
identifies Bernal's flaws in reasoning and gaps in evidence. He cuts to the heart of Bernal's prose,
singling out the key points of Bernal's argument, explaining and arranging them in a cogent manner.
Berlinerblau addresses the critics' really important objections, including his own, and links each of
them to the appropriate substantive argument in Black Athena. He goes beyond simple summary and
exposition to present the underlying --stated and unstated--agendas of Bernal and his critics.
Ultimately, he exposes both sides and asks what the flawed reasoning from all concerned reveals
about the stakes in this key academic dispute and what that, in turn, says about the modern
academy. Jacques Berlinerblau is an assistant professor and director of Judaic studies at Hofstra
University.

mary lefkowitz not out of africa: Pan-African Education John K. Marah, 2017-08-09 This book
makes a critical contribution to the study of pan-Africanism and the education of African people for
continental African citizenship. It is a unique endeavor in that it intersects the social history of
pan-Africanism and the education of African people at a 'global' level and provides reflections from a
multidisciplinary perspective on the urgency for continental pan-Africanism educational system in
order to produce a more renascent African for the twenty-first century. Arguing that Pan-African
Education is a mass-based educational system that will ‘craft’ a pan-African African personality, John
Marah calls for integrated African school systems and curriculum changes conducive to larger social
integration and institutionalized pan-African educational processes. The establishments of
pan-African Teachers Colleges; intensive language institutes; pan-African literature courses; the
training of African military and police forces; the use of music, sports, media and other
extra-curricular activities (the hidden curriculum), etc.; are viewed as essential aspects in the
socialization of a pan-African character or personality. Pan-African Education is an essential read for
students and scholars of Pan-Africanism, African and Africana Studies, and Black Studies.

mary lefkowitz not out of africa: African American Studies Jeanette Davidson, 2010-10-19
This book presents the diverse, expansive nature of African American Studies and its characteristic
interdisciplinarity. It is intended for use with undergraduate/ beginning graduate students in African
American Studies, American Studies and Ethnic Studies.Section I focuses on the historical
development of the field and the diverse theoretical perspectives utilized in African American
Studies. Section II examines African American Studies' commitment to community service and social
activism, and includes exclusive interviews with acclaimed actor/activist Danny Glover and
renowned scholar, Manning Marable. Section III presents international perspectives. Section IV
includes selected areas of scholarship: Oral History as an important research methodology; African
American Philosophy; African Aesthetics (song and dance); perspectives on Womanism, Black
Feminism and Africana Womanism with a focus on literature; and African American Religion. The
book concludes with African American Studies' strengths and

mary lefkowitz not out of africa: Bilad Al-Sudan: Islam, Africa and Afrocentricity Wesley
Muhammad, 2016-12-30 Bilad al-Sudan is a companion volume to Black Arabia and the African
Origin of Islam. A collection of distinct essays written since the publication of Black Arabia, Bilad
al-Sudan offers:Further evidence that the Arabs of the first Muslim community of 7th century Arabia
were an Africoid people.A correction to the mistaken belief that the pre-Islamic Arabs were white
and racist, as seen by their alleged treatment of Bilal, Companion of the Prophet Muhammad.A
refutation of recent Muslim attempts to defend the White Supremacist paradigm in Islam.A critical
analysis of Afrocentric discourse on Islam.An introduction to a new paradigm: Ma'atic Islam.Dr.
Wesley Muhammad is an internationally recognized scholar of Islam and author of several books. He
holds a Bachelors Degree in Religious Studies from Morehouse College as well as a Masters Degree
and PhD in Islamic Studies from the University of Michigan. Dr. Muhammad is currently a scholarly
aide to The Honorable Minister Louis Farrakhan.

mary lefkowitz not out of africa: Encyclopedia of African American History, 1896 to the
Present Paul Finkelman, 2009 Alphabetically-arranged entries from A to C that explores significant
events, major persons, organizations, and political and social movements in African-American history



from 1896 to the twenty-first-century.

mary lefkowitz not out of africa: What Happened to History? Willie Thompson, 2000-11-20 A
study of US imperialism that argues America's leaders have chosen to go to war for influence and
power ever since the declaration of independence.

mary lefkowitz not out of africa: How Celtic Culture Invented Southern Literature Cantrell,
James P.,

mary lefkowitz not out of africa: Egypt Land Scott Trafton, 2004-11-19 Explores the relation
between nineteenth-century American interest in ancient Egypt in architecture, literature, and
science, and the ways Egypt was deployed by advocates for slavery and by African American writers.

mary lefkowitz not out of africa: Race and Ethnicity Rodney D. Coates, 2004-10-01 Race and
ethnicity, much like water and air, are all around us. Yet, race and ethnicity remain imprevious to
many of us. Hence in this volume authors were challenged to think outside the box. As such,
scholars were encouraged to dare to contemplate, to evaluate, and analyze issues regarding race
and ethnicity from radically different perspectives. This critical process required them to evaluate
their own assumptions and those of their respective disciplines. Therefore, much like walking a
tight-rope without a net, the scholars attempt to free themselves from the disciplinarian blinders
that often preclude the development of fresh insights. Collectively the papers challenge the way we
conceive and perceive of race and ethnicity. As a consequence they go past the ideological
constraints that normally limit such discourse by disciplinarian boundaries or disciplinarian myopia.
Therefore, these papers provide a critical reappraisal of race and ethnicity.

mary lefkowitz not out of africa: thersites 20 Lilah Grace Canevaro, Timo Klar, Jan
Wellhausen, Maciej Paprocki, Alexander Vandewalle, Joel Gordon, Kate Minniti, Briana C. Jackson,
David S. Anderson, Samuel Carrefio Ramos, Guendalina Daniela Maria Taietti, Markus Kersten,
Tycho Maas, 2025-05-22 thersites is an international open access journal for innovative
transdisciplinary classical studies edited by Annemarie Ambiihl, Filippo Carla-Uhink, Christian
Rollinger and Christine Walde. thersites expands classical reception studies by publishing original
scholarship free of charge and by reflecting on Greco-Roman antiquity as present phenomenon and
diachronic culture that is part of today’s transcultural and highly diverse world. Antiquity, in our
understanding, does not merely belong to the past, but is always experienced and engaged in the
present. thersites contributes to the critical review on methods, theories, approaches and subjects in
classical scholarship, which currently seems to be awkwardly divided between traditional
perspectives and cultural turns. thersites brings together scholars, writers, essayists, artists and all
kinds of agents in the culture industry to get a better understanding of how antiquity constitutes a
part of today’s culture and (trans-)forms our present. thersites appears twice yearly and publishes
regular issues as well as specially-themed and guest-edited issues focused on individual subjects and
questions. Call for papers are released regularly and long in advance on our homepage
(https://thersites-journal.de/) and on other pages that feature announcements for classical studies
(APA, Mommsen-Gesellschaft etc.).

mary lefkowitz not out of africa: Classical Myth and Culture in the Cinema Martin M.
Winkler, 2001-06-21 Classical Myth and Culture in the Cinema is a collection of essays presenting a
variety of approaches to films set in ancient Greece and Rome and to films that reflect archetypal
features of classical literature. The diversity of content and theoretical stances found in this volume
will make it required reading for scholars and students interested in interdisciplinary approaches to
text and image, and for anyone interested in the presence of Greece and Rome in modern popular
culture.

mary lefkowitz not out of africa: Syncretic Arenas Isidore Diala, 2014-11-15 This collection in
part examines the legacy of the consummate Nigerian stage artist and scholar, Esiaba Irobi
(1960-2010). Poems, tributes, and studies cele—brate Irobi’s significance as actor, play—wright,
director, poet, and theatre theorist. Irobi’s life, temper, times, and career are inextricably linked to
the history, devel-opment, concerns, and uses of drama and theatre in Africa. The contributions
high-light the evolution of autochthonous thea—trical practices: the interaction between Western



and indigenous African perfor—mance traditions; colonial/postcolonial government policies and the
mutations of drama and theatre (and critical commen—tary); the tensions inherent in postcolonial
conceptions of history, identity, nation—hood, and articulations of alternative aes—thetics,
pedagogies, and epistemologies for postcolonial African theatre; staging African plays in the West;
and the con-stituencies of the contemporary African playwright and director. The strength of these
studies derives primarily from nuanced examinations of the concerns and careers of particular
African playwrights; the history, offerings, and fortunes of particular theatrical arenas, and close
explorations of specific performances and texts. The foregrounding of correspon—dences in the
dramaturgies and intellec—tual ferment of the continent critically accentuates equally privileged
regional, historical, and other crucial specificities. Situated in time and place while under—scoring
the political and intellectual inter—sections of a shared history of colonial-ism, the contributions to
Syncretic Arenas, individually and collectively, reveal the transformations and growing strengths of
postcolonialism as an analytical strategy. Isidore Diala is Professor of African literature in the
Department of English and Literary Studies at Abia State University, Uturu, and author of Esiaba
Irobi’s Drama and the Postcolony: Theory and Practice of Postcolonial Performance (2013).
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