
lucretius on the nature of the universe

**Lucretius on the Nature of the Universe: Exploring Ancient Atomic Philosophy**

lucretius on the nature of the universe offers a fascinating window into ancient thought that surprisingly
aligns with many modern scientific ideas. As a Roman poet and philosopher, Lucretius crafted a profound
vision of the cosmos in his epic poem *De Rerum Natura* ("On the Nature of Things"). His work delves
deep into the fundamental composition and behavior of the universe, presenting ideas that challenge
superstition and divine intervention in favor of natural explanations. Let’s embark on a journey through
Lucretius’s philosophy and uncover how his insights resonate even today.

The Philosophical Backbone: Epicureanism and Lucretius

To understand Lucretius on the nature of the universe, it’s essential to grasp the philosophical context he
was working within—Epicureanism. Founded by Epicurus, this school of thought proposed that
everything in the universe is made up of atoms moving through the void. Lucretius, as a devoted follower,
sought to popularize and poetically express these ideas.

Epicureanism fundamentally rejected the idea that gods control the world’s workings. Instead, it
emphasized a universe governed by natural laws, observable phenomena, and the random motion of
invisible particles. Lucretius’s poem is essentially a guide to this worldview, designed to free people from
fear of death and divine wrath by revealing the universe’s true nature.

Atoms and the Void: Building Blocks of Reality

Central to Lucretius’s explanation is the concept of atoms—tiny, indivisible particles that make up all
matter. According to him, the universe consists of an infinite number of atoms moving endlessly through
empty space (the void). These atoms differ in shape and size but are eternal and indestructible.

The motion of atoms is random, occasionally colliding and combining to form the objects and phenomena
we observe. This atomic theory was revolutionary because it offered a materialistic explanation for
everything, from the formation of stars to the functioning of the human soul.

Lucretius on the Universe’s Origin and Structure

Unlike creationist views prevalent in his time, Lucretius argued that the universe has no beginning or



end. Instead, it exists in an eternal cycle of change and transformation.

The Eternal Cosmos

For Lucretius, the cosmos is infinite and boundless. There was no moment when the universe suddenly
sprang into existence; rather, atoms have been drifting through the void forever. This idea challenges
traditional myths and religious narratives that describe a creator god forming the world.

This infinite universe contains countless worlds, some similar to Earth and others vastly different. These
worlds arise and perish according to natural processes, not divine intervention. It’s a cosmic landscape
teeming with diversity and governed purely by chance and necessity.

The Nature of Celestial Bodies

Lucretius was also ahead of his time in discussing the nature of celestial bodies. He believed that the sun,
moon, and stars are physical objects composed of atoms, not divine entities. The stars, for example, are just
distant fires, and their light results from the atoms’ motion and collision.

This materialistic view demystified the heavens and encouraged a scientific curiosity that sought natural
explanations rather than supernatural ones.

Explaining Natural Phenomena: From Life to Death

Lucretius on the nature of the universe extends beyond cosmology into the realm of biology and human
existence. His atomic theory provides a foundation for understanding life, consciousness, and mortality.

The Soul as Atomic Composition

Contrary to the immortal soul concept dominant in many ancient religions, Lucretius posited that the soul
is made of fine atoms dispersed throughout the body. When the body dies, these soul atoms scatter, and
consciousness ceases.

This perspective aimed to alleviate the fear of death by framing it as a natural and inevitable process rather
than a spiritual ordeal. Knowing that death is simply the dissolution of atomic arrangements can bring peace
and encourage a life free from superstition.



Natural Causes of Phenomena

Lucretius explained various natural phenomena—thunder, lightning, disease, and even mental illness—as
outcomes of atomic interactions rather than acts of gods. For instance, thunder might result from the
collision of atoms in the atmosphere, while disease comes from the imbalance or intrusion of harmful atoms
in the body.

This approach was groundbreaking because it invited people to observe and understand the world through
reason and evidence instead of fear and myth.

The Impact and Legacy of Lucretius on Modern Thought

While Lucretius lived over two millennia ago, his ideas on the nature of the universe have echoed
through the ages, influencing philosophy, science, and literature.

Revival of Atomic Theory

Long before modern atomic physics, Lucretius presented a coherent atomic theory that anticipated many
later scientific discoveries. Though some details differ from contemporary science, his materialistic approach
laid the groundwork for thinking about matter and the cosmos in empirical terms.

Inspiration for Enlightenment and Beyond

During the Renaissance and Enlightenment periods, Lucretius’s work was rediscovered and celebrated for
its rationalism and poetic beauty. Thinkers like Pierre Gassendi and later scientists found in him a precursor
to scientific inquiry and secular philosophy.

His emphasis on a universe governed by natural laws rather than divine caprice resonates with the
foundational principles of modern science.

Why Lucretius on the Nature of the Universe Still Matters
Today

In a world often caught between faith and reason, revisiting Lucretius offers a valuable perspective. His
message encourages curiosity, skepticism of unfounded claims, and an appreciation for the natural world’s



complexity.

Understanding Lucretius’s universe invites us to:

Embrace a scientific mindset grounded in observation and reason.

Let go of irrational fears about death and the unknown.

Appreciate the interconnectedness of all things as composed of the same atomic essence.

Recognize the power of poetry and philosophy combined to illuminate deep truths.

His poetic exploration reminds us that science and art can coexist beautifully, enriching our understanding
of existence.

---

Lucretius on the nature of the universe remains a compelling testament to human curiosity and the quest
for truth. His vision of an infinite cosmos made of atoms, devoid of divine puppeteers, challenges us to see
the world with open eyes and an open mind. Whether you’re a lover of philosophy, history, or science,
diving into Lucretius’s ideas offers a timeless invitation to ponder the mysteries of reality through the lens
of reason and wonder.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Lucretius and what is his significance in discussing the nature
of the universe?
Lucretius was a Roman poet and philosopher best known for his epic poem 'De Rerum Natura' (On the
Nature of Things), in which he presents and explains the philosophy of Epicureanism, focusing on atomism
and the natural explanations of the universe without invoking divine intervention.

What is the central theme of Lucretius' work 'On the Nature of the
Universe'?
The central theme of Lucretius' 'On the Nature of the Universe' is the exploration of the natural world
through the lens of Epicurean atomism, explaining that everything in the universe is composed of
indivisible atoms moving through the void, and that natural phenomena can be understood without



superstition or fear of gods.

How does Lucretius explain the creation and structure of the universe?
Lucretius explains that the universe is eternal and infinite, composed of atoms and void. Atoms move
randomly and combine in various ways to form all matter and phenomena, including the earth, stars, and
living beings, without any purposeful design or divine creation.

What role do the gods play in Lucretius' view of the universe?
In Lucretius' view, gods exist but are indifferent and do not interfere with the natural world or human
affairs. He argues that natural events occur due to atomistic interactions rather than divine will, aiming to
free people from fear of divine punishment and superstition.

Why is Lucretius' philosophy on the nature of the universe considered
influential in modern science?
Lucretius' philosophy is influential because it presents an early materialistic and naturalistic explanation of
the universe based on atomism, which anticipated later scientific developments in physics and cosmology
by emphasizing observation and reason over myth and religion.

Additional Resources
**Lucretius on the Nature of the Universe: An Analytical Exploration**

lucretius on the nature of the universe presents a fascinating window into ancient philosophical thought
that continues to influence contemporary discussions about cosmology, materialism, and the origins of
existence. Titus Lucretius Carus, a Roman poet and philosopher of the 1st century BCE, offered a
distinctive vision of the cosmos grounded in Epicurean philosophy. His magnum opus, *De Rerum Natura*
("On the Nature of Things"), intricately explores the physical world, the principles governing it, and
humanity’s place within the vast expanse of the universe.

This article delves into Lucretius’s cosmological views, examining how his ideas diverged from prevailing
religious and metaphysical doctrines of his time while highlighting their enduring relevance to modern
scientific and philosophical inquiry. By analyzing Lucretius on the nature of the universe, this piece aims
to shed light on key themes such as atomism, the void, and natural phenomena, alongside their implications
for understanding existence.



The Philosophical Context of Lucretius’s Universe

To fully appreciate Lucretius’s perspective, it is essential to situate his work within the broader framework
of Epicureanism, a school of thought founded by Epicurus in the late 4th century BCE. Epicureanism
posited that the universe is fundamentally composed of atoms moving through the void—an infinite
emptiness. This mechanistic worldview rejected supernatural explanations and divine intervention, instead
emphasizing natural causes and observable phenomena.

Lucretius, as an ardent disciple of Epicurean doctrines, sought to communicate these ideas poetically yet
rigorously. His presentation of the universe as a vast, atomistic system was revolutionary at a time when
religious cosmologies dominated. He challenged anthropocentric and teleological views, proposing a
universe indifferent to human concerns, governed solely by natural laws.

Atomism: The Building Blocks of Reality

Central to Lucretius on the nature of the universe is his detailed exposition of atomism. According to
Lucretius, everything that exists is composed of indivisible, eternal particles called atoms (atomos in Greek).
These atoms vary in shape, size, and weight but are fundamentally unchangeable. They move perpetually
in the void, combining and separating to form the diverse objects and phenomena observed in the world.

This materialistic approach undermined traditional metaphysical concepts of substances and forms, aligning
more closely with modern scientific understandings of matter. Lucretius described atoms as eternal and
infinite in number, an idea that echoes contemporary notions of an ever-expanding universe populated by
countless fundamental particles.

The Void: Space as Nothingness

Lucretius’s conception of the void was equally groundbreaking. The void is the empty space through
which atoms move and interact. Unlike many ancient philosophies that denied the existence of empty
space, Lucretius insisted on its reality, arguing that motion and change would be impossible without a void.
The void is infinite and boundless, providing the stage for all cosmic activity.

The recognition of the void as a necessary element in cosmic mechanics anticipated aspects of modern
physics, where the vacuum of space plays a critical role in particle movement and interactions. Lucretius’s
insistence on the void countered the Aristotelian idea of a plenum—space entirely filled with
substance—marking a significant departure in ancient natural philosophy.



Cosmology and Natural Phenomena in Lucretius’s Vision

Beyond the fundamental components of atoms and void, Lucretius elaborated on how the universe
operates, explaining natural phenomena through observable and natural causes rather than divine will or
fate.

Origins and Structure of the World

In *De Rerum Natura*, Lucretius rejects creationist myths, proposing instead that the world arose from the
random collision and combination of atoms in the void. This spontaneous formation process implies a cosmos
without purpose or design, a self-organizing system governed by chance and necessity.

He describes Earth as a spherical body formed by atoms clumping together, surrounded by the heavens and
celestial bodies, which themselves are products of atomic interactions. This cosmological vision aligns in
several respects with modern scientific ideas about planetary formation and the non-anthropocentric nature
of the universe.

Explaining Natural Events Without Supernatural Intervention

Lucretius on the nature of the universe extends to detailed explanations of natural events such as thunder,
lightning, earthquakes, and disease. He attributes these phenomena to physical causes—collisions of atoms,
atmospheric conditions, and material changes—eschewing the then-common belief in divine wrath or
intervention.

This approach not only demystifies natural occurrences but also encourages empirical observation and
rational inquiry, laying early groundwork for scientific methodology. His rejection of superstition aimed to
liberate humanity from fear and promote tranquility, a central goal of Epicurean ethics.

The Soul and Mortality

Another critical aspect of Lucretius’s cosmology is his treatment of the soul. He posits that the soul, like the
body, is composed of fine atoms dispersed throughout the body. Upon death, these atoms separate, leading to
the dissolution of consciousness. This materialist view denies the immortality of the soul and any afterlife,
reinforcing the idea that the universe operates independently of human hopes or fears.

By framing the soul as a natural phenomenon subject to physical laws, Lucretius challenged deeply
ingrained religious doctrines and encouraged acceptance of mortality as a natural fact.



Comparative Perspectives: Lucretius and Other Ancient
Cosmologies

Lucretius’s atomistic and mechanistic universe contrasts sharply with other ancient cosmological models,
such as the Aristotelian geocentric system or Platonic idealism. While Aristotle posited a finite, hierarchical
cosmos with Earth at the center and celestial spheres moving in perfect circles, Lucretius envisioned an
infinite void filled with countless atoms in constant motion.

Similarly, Platonic thought emphasized transcendent forms and a purposeful cosmos shaped by a divine
craftsman, ideas that Lucretius explicitly rejected. His emphasis on chance, necessity, and material causes
places him closer to early scientific rationalism than to metaphysical idealism.

Impact and Legacy

Though Lucretius’s work was not widely influential in antiquity, being overshadowed by religious and
philosophical orthodoxy, it experienced a revival during the Renaissance when his ideas helped inspire
scientific thought. Modern scientists and philosophers recognize *De Rerum Natura* as one of the earliest
comprehensive attempts to explain the universe through natural laws and material principles.

In contemporary discourse, Lucretius on the nature of the universe serves as a historical touchstone for
discussions on materialism, atheism, and the scientific worldview. His poetic articulation of atomism
resonates with modern physics’ understanding of matter and the cosmos.

Relevance to Modern Scientific Thought

Lucretius’s ancient insights display remarkable parallels with certain aspects of modern cosmology and
particle physics. His concept of atoms as eternal, indivisible particles moving through infinite space
prefigures the atomic theory that became foundational to chemistry and physics centuries later.

While modern science has refined and expanded these concepts—discovering subatomic particles, quantum
fields, and the expanding universe—the core idea that the universe is composed of fundamental building
blocks operating according to natural laws remains consistent with Lucretius’s vision.

Moreover, his rejection of supernatural explanations in favor of natural causes parallels the scientific
method’s emphasis on empirical evidence and testable hypotheses.



Limitations and Criticisms

Despite his groundbreaking ideas, Lucretius’s cosmology is not without limitations. His atomistic model
lacked the mathematical rigor and experimental validation that characterize modern science. Additionally,
his poetic style, while engaging, sometimes led to ambiguities and speculative elements not grounded in
empirical data.

Furthermore, some critics argue that his deterministic view of the universe leaves little room for free will
or moral responsibility, presenting ethical challenges within his philosophical framework.

Nevertheless, these limitations do not diminish the profound influence and originality of his approach to
understanding the universe.

---

Exploring Lucretius on the nature of the universe reveals a rich tapestry of ancient thought that intersects
with modern scientific and philosophical themes. His materialist, atomistic, and naturalistic perspective
offers a compelling alternative to supernatural and metaphysical explanations, emphasizing a cosmos
governed by chance, necessity, and eternal laws. As contemporary inquiry continues to unravel the
mysteries of existence, Lucretius’s work remains a testament to the enduring power of rational
investigation and poetic expression in the quest to comprehend the universe.

Lucretius On The Nature Of The Universe

  lucretius on the nature of the universe: On the Nature of the Universe Lucretius,
2008-10-09 `Therefore this terror and darkness of the mind Not by the sun's rays, nor the bright
shafts of day, Must be dispersed, as is most necessary, But by the face of nature and her laws.'
Lucretius' poem On the Nature of the Universe combines a scientific and philosophical treatise with
some of the greatest poetry ever written. With intense moral fervour Lucretius demonstrates to
humanity that in death there is nothing to fear since the soul is mortal, and the world and everything
in it is governed not by the gods, but by the mechanical laws of nature. By believing this, men can
live in peace of mind and happiness. Lucretius bases his argument on the atomic theory expounded
by the Greek philosopher Epicurus. His poem explores sensation, sex, cosmology, meteorology, and
geology through acute observation of the beauties of the natural world and with moving sympathy
for man's place in it. Sir Ronald Melville's accessible and accurate verse translation is complemented
by an introduction and notes situating Lucretius' scientific theories within the thought of 1st century
BCE Rome and discussing the Epicurean philosophy that was his inspiration and why the issues
Lucretius' poem raisies about the scientific and poetical views of the world continue to be important.
ABOUT THE SERIES: For over 100 years Oxford World's Classics has made available the widest
range of literature from around the globe. Each affordable volume reflects Oxford's commitment to
scholarship, providing the most accurate text plus a wealth of other valuable features, including
expert introductions by leading authorities, helpful notes to clarify the text, up-to-date bibliographies
for further study, and much more.
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  lucretius on the nature of the universe: On the Nature of the Universe Titus Lucretius Carus,
1997 The Introduction gives full details of the little that is known of Lucretius' life and background
in 1st century BCE Rome, and also of the Epicurean philosophy that was his inspiration. It also
explores why the issues Lucretius' poem raises about the scientific and poetical views of the world
continue to be important. The Explanatory Notes explain all references for the non-classicist, and
attempt to situate Lucretius' scientific theories within the thought of his time and subsequent
scientific discoveries.
  lucretius on the nature of the universe: The Nature of Things Lucretius, 2007-07-26
Lucretius' poem On the Nature of Things combines a scientific and philosophical treatise with some
of the greatest poetry ever written. With intense moral fervour he demonstrates to humanity that in
death there is nothing to fear since the soul is mortal, and the world and everything in it is governed
by the mechanical laws of nature and not by gods; and that by believing this men can live in peace of
mind and happiness. He bases this on the atomic theory expounded by the Greek philosopher
Epicurus, and continues with an examination of sensation, sex, cosmology, meteorology, and
geology, all of these subjects made more attractive by the poetry with which he illustrates them.
  lucretius on the nature of the universe: Lucretius on the Nature of the Universe Titus
Lucretius Carus, 1952
  lucretius on the nature of the universe: Lucretius The Nature of the Universe G. B. Cobbold,
2016-01-01
  lucretius on the nature of the universe: Lucretius on the Nature of Things (Classic
Reprint) Titus Lucretius Carus, 2017-10-29 Excerpt from Lucretius on the Nature of Things I have
translated from my own text published in the Bibliotheca Oxoniensis in 1898, but in the - J fear
numerous places, where I have since altered my opinion, I have taken what I now believe to be the
right reading or the best suggestion and added the warning of a foot note. I have appended some
notes for the general reader, which are intended either to explain allusions or to elucidate what
seemed to me difficult or obscure passages in the light of the general Epicurean theory. About the
Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at
www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten
Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original
format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the
original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair
the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally left
to preserve the state of such historical works.
  lucretius on the nature of the universe: Lucretius: On the Nature of Things William
Benton (Publisher), 1952 Lucretius: On the Nature of Things, Translated by H.A.J. Munro. The
Discourses of Epictetus, Translated by George Long. The Medications of Marcus Aurelius,
Translated by George Long.
  lucretius on the nature of the universe: Lucretius on the Nature of the Universe Titus L.
Lucretius Carus, 1962
  lucretius on the nature of the universe: Of the Nature of Things T.L. Carus, 1743
  lucretius on the nature of the universe: Lucretius: Of the Nature of Things Titus Lucretius
Carus, 1928
  lucretius on the nature of the universe: Of the Nature of Things Titus Lucretius Carus, 1921
  lucretius on the nature of the universe: Lucretius on the Nature of Things Lucretius,
2011-09 Titus Lucretius Carus (ca. 99-55 BCE) was a Roman poet and philosopher whose only known
work is an epic philosophical poem laying out the beliefs of Epicureanism, De rerum natura,
translated into English as On the Nature of Things
  lucretius on the nature of the universe: On the Nature of Things Titus Lucretius Carus,
2010-01-01 Titled De rerum natura in Latin, On the Nature of Things, written by Titus Lucretius
Carus and translated by John Selby Watson, is an epic poem and philosophical essay in one. Written
with the intent of explaining Epicurean philosophy to the Romans, the original poem was divided



into six books and written in dactylic hexameter. The overarching principle in the book explains the
human role in a universe ruled by chance. Notable is the absence of the gods the Romans depended
upon; though LUCRETIUS invokes the goddess Venus in the poem's opening lines, he uses her
merely as an allegory for sexual and reproductive power. Other themes throughout the poem include
the nature of the soul and mind, why we sense and feel and think, principles of the void and
atomism, the creation and evolution of the world, and celestial and terrestrial phenomena (and their
differences). It tries to explain human life and purpose in a nutshell, or the nature of the Universe--a
way for people to cope and understand in a confused and terrifying world. TITUS LUCRETIUS
CARUS (c. 99 BC - 55 Be was a Roman philosopher and poet. Very little is known about his life, and
his only known work is the epic poem on Epicurean philosophy, On the Nature of Things. He
dedicated the work to the famous Roman orator and poet Gaius Memmius, who may have been a
friend, and it is thought that he may have died before he finished editing the poem, as it ends rather
abruptly. The book's translator, JOHN SELBY WATSON (1804-1884), was a British translator and
writer, convicted and sentenced to life imprisonment for murdering his wife in 1872.
  lucretius on the nature of the universe: Of The Nature of Things Lucretius, 2021-01-01 Of
the Nature of Things by Lucretius: This ancient Roman epic poem, written by the poet and
philosopher Lucretius, explores the teachings of Epicurean philosophy. The poem examines the
nature of the universe, the pursuit of happiness, and the principles of atomism. Key Aspects of the
Epic Poem Of the Nature of Things: Epicurean Philosophy: The poem expounds upon the philosophy
of Epicurus, emphasizing the pursuit of pleasure, the rejection of unnecessary desires, and the
pursuit of a tranquil life. Nature and the Universe: Lucretius delves into scientific and cosmological
ideas of his time, offering insights into the nature of the physical world. Philosophical Discourse: Of
the Nature of Things engages in philosophical discourse, addressing questions about the nature of
reality, mortality, and the pursuit of wisdom. Lucretius (c. 99-55 BCE) was a Roman poet and
philosopher known for his epic poem De rerum natura (Of the Nature of Things). His work has had a
lasting influence on the development of scientific and philosophical thought in Western civilization.
  lucretius on the nature of the universe: Of the Nature of Things Lucretius, 2021-12-11 Of the
Nature of Things Lucretius - Lucretius' poem On the Nature of Things combines a scientific and
philosophical treatise with some of the greatest poetry ever written. With intense moral fervour he
demonstrates to humanity that in death there is nothing to fear since the soul is mortal, and the
world and everything in it is governed by the mechanical laws of nature and not by gods; and that by
believing this men can live in peace of mind and happiness. He bases this on the atomic theory
expounded by the Greek philosopher Epicurus, and continues with an examination of sensation, sex,
cosmology, meteorology, and geology, all of these subjects made more attractive by the poetry with
which he illustrates them.very little is known about the Roman poet and philosopher Titus Lucretius
Carus. His birth and death dates are based off of cross-referencing works that mention him, and
pieces of evidence derived from his writing, and are believed to be circa 99 BC54 BC. On the Nature
of Things is Lucretiuss only known work. The goal of the text is to explain Epicurean philosophy to
the Roman people. It is addressed to Gaius Memmius, a praetor and patron of Lucretius. Presented
in this work is an argument for atomism, the assertion that it is not the Gods that are responsible for
the happenings of the world, but rather atoms and voids. Lucretius also argues that death is simply
the dissipation of the human mind, and that it is not something we should fear. On the Nature of
Things is a detailed articulation of ancient thought-provoking debates which are still relevant today.
This edition is printed on premium acid-free paper, follows the verse translation of William Ellery
Leonard, and includes an introduction by Cyril Bailey.
  lucretius on the nature of the universe: Lucretius on the Nature of Things Titus Lucretius
Carus, 1926
  lucretius on the nature of the universe: On the Nature of Things Lucretius, 2001-09-01
Martin Ferguson Smith's work on Lucretius is both well known and highly regarded. However, his
1969 translation of De Rerum Natura--long out of print--is virtually unknown. Readers will share our
excitement in the discovery of this accurate and fluent prose rendering. For this edition, Professor



Smith provides a revised translation, new Introduction, headnotes and bibliography.
  lucretius on the nature of the universe: On the Nature of Things Titus Lucretius Carus,
1995-06 Titus Lucretius Carus was probably born in the early first century B.C., and he died in the
year 55. Writing in the waning days of the Roman Republic - as Rome's politics grew individualistic
and treacherous, its high-life wanton, its piety introspective and morbid - Lucretius sets forth a
rational and materialistic view of the world which offers a retreat into a quiet community of wisdom
and friendship. Even to modern readers, the sweep of Lucretius's observations is remarkable. A
careful observer of nature, he writes with an innocent curiosity into how things are put together -
from the oceans, lands, and stars to a mound of poppy seeds, from the applause of a rooster's wings
to the human mind and soul. Yet Lucretius is no romantic. Nature is what it is - fascinating,
purposeless, beautiful, deadly. Once we understand this, we free ourselves of superstitious fears,
becoming as human and as godlike as we can be. The poem, then, is about the universe and how
human beings ought to live in it. Epicurean physics and morality converge.
  lucretius on the nature of the universe: On the Nature of the Universe Titus Lucretius Carus,
1951 On the Nature of the Universe offers us a great poet's interpretation of Epicurean science and
philosophy.
  lucretius on the nature of the universe: Autonomous Nature Carolyn Merchant,
2015-08-27 Autonomous Nature investigates the history of nature as an active, often unruly force in
tension with nature as a rational, logical order from ancient times to the Scientific Revolution of the
seventeenth century. Along with subsequent advances in mechanics, hydrodynamics,
thermodynamics, and electromagnetism, nature came to be perceived as an orderly, rational,
physical world that could be engineered, controlled, and managed. Autonomous Nature focuses on
the history of unpredictability, why it was a problem for the ancient world through the Scientific
Revolution, and why it is a problem for today. The work is set in the context of vignettes about
unpredictable events such as the eruption of Mt. Vesuvius, the Bubonic Plague, the Lisbon
Earthquake, and efforts to understand and predict the weather and natural disasters. This book is an
ideal text for courses on the environment, environmental history, history of science, or the
philosophy of science.
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