
immigration and refugee law and policy
Immigration and Refugee Law and Policy: Navigating Complexities in a Changing World

immigration and refugee law and policy are critical components shaping how nations
respond to the movement of people across borders. These laws and policies govern who
can enter, stay, or seek protection within a country, reflecting a balance between
humanitarian responsibilities and national interests. In today’s globalized and often
turbulent world, understanding the nuances of immigration and refugee frameworks is
more important than ever—for policymakers, advocates, and individuals alike.

Understanding Immigration and Refugee Law and
Policy

Immigration law primarily deals with the rules and procedures regulating the entry,
residence, and status of foreign nationals. Refugee law, on the other hand, is a specialized
subset that focuses on protecting individuals fleeing persecution, conflict, or violence. While
these areas intersect, they also involve distinct legal principles and international
commitments.

At the heart of refugee law lies the 1951 Refugee Convention and its 1967 Protocol, which
set out the definition of a refugee and establish the obligation of states to provide asylum
and protection. Immigration law varies more widely between countries, reflecting diverse
economic needs, political climates, and social attitudes.

Key Principles Governing Refugee Protection

Refugee law is underpinned by several fundamental principles:

- **Non-refoulement:** This cornerstone principle prohibits sending refugees back to places
where their lives or freedom would be threatened.
- **Right to asylum:** People who qualify as refugees have the right to seek and enjoy
asylum.
- **Access to basic rights:** Refugees should have access to education, healthcare, and
employment, although the extent varies by jurisdiction.

These principles embody the humanitarian ethos behind refugee protection, but applying
them can become complex in practice.

The Intersection of Policy and Law in Immigration

While laws set the legal framework, immigration policy reflects governmental priorities and
strategies to manage migration flows. For example, some countries adopt more open



policies promoting family reunification and skilled labor migration, while others enforce
stricter border controls and limited visa quotas.

Policies also respond to economic factors, demographic needs, and security concerns. The
rise of irregular migration and human trafficking has led many states to implement tighter
enforcement measures, including detention and deportation practices, which often spark
intense debates over human rights and due process.

How Immigration Policies Affect Migrants

Immigration policies can dramatically impact the lives of migrants. For instance, visa
categorization determines whether individuals can work, study, or remain temporarily or
permanently. Policy changes can create uncertainty—for example, shifting rules on asylum
eligibility or changes in refugee resettlement quotas.

Access to legal representation, language services, and clear information about rights and
obligations is vital for migrants navigating these often complicated systems. Many non-
governmental organizations and legal aid groups play essential roles in supporting migrants
through these processes.

Challenges in Implementing Immigration and
Refugee Law and Policy

Implementing immigration and refugee law and policy is rarely straightforward.
Governments face practical and ethical challenges that require balancing security,
economic interests, and humanitarian obligations.

One significant challenge is the increasing number of displaced persons worldwide.
According to recent UNHCR reports, over 100 million people have been forcibly displaced,
creating unprecedented demands on asylum systems. Many countries struggle with limited
resources, bureaucratic backlogs, and political resistance to expanding refugee intake.

Border Control and Human Rights Concerns

Enhanced border security measures, while intended to prevent unauthorized entry,
sometimes lead to human rights concerns. Practices such as prolonged detention of asylum
seekers, pushbacks at borders, and inadequate reception conditions have drawn criticism
from human rights organizations.

Finding ways to ensure border security while respecting international legal obligations
remains a pressing policy dilemma. Some countries are experimenting with alternatives to
detention or community-based support programs to better align enforcement with
humanitarian standards.



Pathways to Legal Immigration and Refugee
Resettlement

For many migrants and refugees, understanding available legal pathways is crucial.
Immigration systems typically offer several channels for entry:

Family reunification: Allows citizens and permanent residents to sponsor relatives.

Employment-based visas: Target skilled workers, seasonal laborers, or investors.

Humanitarian visas: Include asylum claims and refugee resettlement programs.

Refugee resettlement is a vital lifeline for those unable to remain safely in their countries of
first asylum. Governments collaborate with international agencies like UNHCR to identify
and relocate eligible individuals. However, resettlement slots are limited, and competition is
intense.

Tips for Navigating Immigration and Refugee Processes

- **Seek expert advice:** Immigration and refugee law can be complex and vary widely by
country. Consulting qualified legal professionals or accredited organizations can prevent
costly mistakes.
- **Document everything:** Maintaining comprehensive records of identity, travel,
persecution, or family relationships strengthens applications.
- **Stay informed about policy changes:** Immigration laws and policies evolve frequently,
so staying up-to-date is essential.
- **Utilize support networks:** Community groups and advocacy organizations often
provide valuable assistance and information.

The Role of International Cooperation and Future
Trends

No country can address migration challenges alone, making international cooperation
crucial. Multilateral agreements, regional frameworks, and global compacts aim to
harmonize standards and share responsibility for refugee protection and orderly migration.

The Global Compact on Refugees and the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular
Migration, adopted in recent years, demonstrate the international community’s
commitment to cooperative solutions. These frameworks encourage burden-sharing and
promote sustainable integration policies.

Looking ahead, climate change is expected to become a significant driver of displacement,



pushing immigration and refugee law and policy into new territory. Governments will need
to develop innovative legal responses to address climate-induced migration, a phenomenon
not yet fully recognized under existing refugee definitions.

At the same time, advancements in technology, such as biometrics and digital identity
systems, are reshaping border management and asylum procedures. While these tools can
enhance efficiency and security, they also raise important privacy and ethical questions.

Immigration and refugee law and policy are dynamic fields that reflect the evolving realities
of human mobility. Understanding their complexities—and the human stories behind
them—helps foster more informed, compassionate, and effective approaches to migration
challenges worldwide.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main differences between an immigrant
and a refugee under international law?
An immigrant is someone who moves to another country voluntarily, usually for economic
or personal reasons, while a refugee is forced to flee their country due to persecution, war,
or violence and is protected under international law, particularly the 1951 Refugee
Convention.

How do recent changes in immigration policies affect
asylum seekers?
Recent changes in immigration policies in various countries have often tightened asylum
procedures, increased border enforcement, and introduced stricter eligibility criteria, which
can limit access to protection for asylum seekers and prolong their waiting periods.

What rights do refugees have under the 1951 Refugee
Convention?
Refugees have the right to not be returned to a country where they face serious threats to
their life or freedom (non-refoulement), access to basic services, freedom of religion, and
the right to work, education, and legal protection in the host country.

How does immigration policy impact the integration of
refugees into host societies?
Immigration policies that provide access to language training, employment opportunities,
social services, and legal support facilitate better integration of refugees, promoting social
cohesion and economic contribution, whereas restrictive policies can lead to
marginalization and social exclusion.



What role do international organizations play in
shaping refugee law and policy?
International organizations such as the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR) provide guidance, coordinate humanitarian assistance, monitor compliance with
international law, and support countries in developing and implementing refugee protection
policies.

Additional Resources
Immigration and Refugee Law and Policy: Navigating Complexities in a Globalized World

immigration and refugee law and policy stand at the intersection of human rights,
national security, and international relations, shaping how nations respond to the
movement of people across borders. In an era marked by unprecedented global migration
flows, escalating conflicts, and economic disparities, these legal frameworks and policies
have become increasingly critical and contentious. This article explores the multifaceted
nature of immigration and refugee law and policy, examining their evolution, current
challenges, and the delicate balance governments attempt to maintain between
humanitarian obligations and sovereign interests.

The Foundations of Immigration and Refugee Law
and Policy

Immigration and refugee law and policy derive from a complex web of international
treaties, domestic statutes, and administrative regulations. At the international level, the
1951 United Nations Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees and its 1967 Protocol
serve as the cornerstone for protecting individuals fleeing persecution. These instruments
define who qualifies as a refugee and outline the principle of non-refoulement, which
prohibits the forced return of refugees to countries where they face serious threats.

Domestically, countries implement their own immigration and asylum systems, reflecting
national priorities and political climates. These systems govern visa issuance, border
controls, detention, and the adjudication of asylum claims. The interplay between
international norms and national laws creates a dynamic and sometimes contentious legal
landscape. For example, while international law mandates protection for refugees, states
retain discretion on admission criteria and enforcement mechanisms.

Key Components and Terminology

Understanding immigration and refugee law and policy requires familiarity with several
critical concepts:



Asylum Seekers: Individuals who seek international protection but whose claims
have not yet been adjudicated.

Refugees: Persons granted protection under international law due to a well-founded
fear of persecution.

Deportation/Removal: The process of expelling individuals who do not have legal
permission to remain in a country.

Temporary Protected Status (TPS): A temporary immigration status granted to
nationals of designated countries facing armed conflict or natural disaster.

These terms reflect the legal differentiation between various categories of migrants and the
corresponding rights and responsibilities afforded to each group.

Contemporary Challenges in Immigration and
Refugee Policy

The global refugee population has reached record highs, with the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) reporting over 30 million forcibly displaced persons
worldwide as of recent years. This surge has intensified debates over immigration and
refugee law and policy, particularly regarding border security, humanitarian commitments,
and integration strategies.

Balancing Security and Humanitarian Concerns

One of the most significant tensions in immigration and refugee policy is the balance
between safeguarding national security and fulfilling humanitarian obligations.
Governments face pressure to prevent irregular migration and combat human trafficking
while ensuring that asylum seekers receive fair and timely assessments.

Enhanced border enforcement measures, including physical barriers and advanced
surveillance technologies, have become increasingly prevalent. While these tools aim to
deter unauthorized entries, critics argue they may inadvertently push migrants toward
more dangerous routes or exacerbate humanitarian crises. Moreover, prolonged detention
of asylum seekers has raised ethical and legal concerns, prompting calls for reforms that
respect due process and human dignity.

Policy Variations Across Jurisdictions

Immigration and refugee law and policy vary widely across countries, influenced by
historical, cultural, and political factors. For instance, the European Union operates a
Common European Asylum System (CEAS) intended to harmonize member states'



approaches to refugee protection. However, disparities in capacity and political will have
led to uneven implementation and tensions among member countries, particularly during
periods of mass influx.

In contrast, countries like Canada and Australia employ point-based immigration systems
emphasizing skills and labor market needs, alongside robust refugee resettlement
programs. The United States maintains a complex patchwork of immigration laws and
executive actions, with recent years marked by significant policy shifts reflecting changing
administrations.

Legal Procedures and Policy Mechanisms

The administration of immigration and refugee law involves multiple procedural stages and
policy tools designed to manage migration flows effectively.

Asylum Application Process

The asylum process typically requires applicants to demonstrate a credible fear of
persecution based on protected grounds such as race, religion, nationality, political opinion,
or membership in a particular social group. This process involves:

Application Submission: Filing an asylum claim with immigration authorities.1.

Eligibility Screening: Preliminary assessment of the claim’s validity.2.

Interview or Hearing: Detailed examination of the applicant’s circumstances.3.

Decision: Granting or denial of refugee status.4.

Appeals: Opportunity for judicial review in case of denial.5.

Delays and backlogs in adjudication can negatively impact applicants’ well-being and strain
administrative resources. Efforts to streamline these procedures, including increased use of
technology and specialized adjudicators, aim to address such challenges.

Detention and Alternatives

Detention of migrants and asylum seekers remains a controversial aspect of immigration
enforcement. While some countries use detention centers to manage irregular arrivals and
prevent absconding, concerns about conditions and prolonged detention have prompted
exploration of alternatives such as community supervision and case management
programs.



Emerging Trends and Policy Innovations

As global migration patterns evolve, so too does immigration and refugee law and policy.
Several emerging trends highlight the dynamic nature of this field.

Integration and Inclusion Strategies

Recognizing that successful integration is vital for social cohesion and economic
contribution, many governments have expanded programs focusing on language
acquisition, employment support, and access to education and healthcare for refugees and
immigrants. These initiatives reflect a shift toward viewing newcomers as valuable
members of society rather than merely beneficiaries of protection.

Climate-Induced Displacement

Increasingly, policymakers grapple with displacement caused by climate change, which
does not yet fit neatly within traditional refugee definitions. This gap has led to calls for new
legal frameworks and policies to address the rights and protection of climate migrants,
underscoring the need for adaptive and forward-looking approaches.

Technological Advancements in Border Management

The adoption of biometric data collection, artificial intelligence, and data analytics has
transformed immigration enforcement and asylum processing. While these technologies
offer efficiencies and enhanced security, they also raise privacy concerns and the risk of
algorithmic biases, necessitating careful oversight.

The Ongoing Debate: Sovereignty vs. Global
Responsibility

At the heart of immigration and refugee law and policy lies a fundamental tension between
state sovereignty and global responsibility. Nations assert the right to control their borders
and determine who may enter, balanced against the international community’s
commitment to protect vulnerable populations. This dynamic informs debates over burden-
sharing, resettlement quotas, and funding for humanitarian assistance.

The complexity of immigration and refugee issues demands nuanced policies that
accommodate security imperatives without compromising human rights. As migration
trends continue to shift due to conflict, economic factors, and environmental changes,
adaptive legal and policy frameworks will be essential in managing these realities
effectively and ethically.



Immigration And Refugee Law And Policy

  immigration and refugee law and policy: Immigration and Refugee Law and Policy Stephen
H. Legomsky, 2007 The 2007 Supplement covers the vital developments in immigration and refugee
law and policy since the publication of the Fourth Edition's new cases, legislative action, regulations,
scholarly advances, and political debate. Among the highlights: Developments on material support
for terrorist organizations The Supreme Court's decision in Lopez v. Gonzales on drug crimes as
aggravated felonies Judicial criticisms of the removal process, immigration judges, and the BIA
Developments on judicial review of removal orders New requirements for establishing social group
asylum claims Recent developments on asylum claims based on coercive population controls
  immigration and refugee law and policy: Immigration and Refugee Law and Policy S. H.
Legomsky, 2005 This detailed course book of immigration and refugee law and policies in the United
States mixes theory, policy, and politics with practice-oriented material. After an overview of US
immigration law, an introduction to the basic terms and concepts, and a quick outline of the
historical roots of the modern US immigration policy, the book grapples the immigration debate.
Among the aspects considered in this context are the moral dimensions of immigration control, the
relationship between immigration policy and multiculturalism, and the economic impact of
immigration. The book then moves on to look at the sources of, and limits to, the federal immigration
power, and immigration priorities in forms of quotas and preferences. A separate chapter focuses on
non-immigrant priorities, that is, persons admitted for specific purposes such as study, business or
pleasure. The course book continues with an overview of the inadmissibility or exclusion grounds,
the admission procedure and deportability grounds. Possible factors for relief from deportability are
examined in the following chapter, while a separate section takes a look at the deportation
procedure. The terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001 had far-reaching implications for
immigration law and these consequences are synthesized in the chapter focusing on immigration
and national security. The US handling of the refugee question receives a thorough survey; this is
followed by a chapter on undocumented migrants. A chapter on citizenship concludes the course
book that also includes extra materials such as simulation exercises and notes and questions.
  immigration and refugee law and policy: Immigration and Asylum Law and Policy of the
European Union Kay Hailbronner, 2024-01-22 The harmonization of the different European legal
systems has reached the field of asylum and immigration policy. The Maastricht Treaty has
established the legal basis for a common migration policy. Numerous resolutions, recommendations,
joint positions and actions were adopted by the EU Council based on the `third pillar' in the
Maastricht Treaty. Within the `first pillar' the European Community has enacted regulations on visa
policy based on Art. 100c EC - Treaty. Additionally, several agreements with third countries on
immigration issues were set into force. Immigration and Asylum Law and Policy of the European
Union comprehensively describes the present state of the harmonization process concerning
migration policy in the European Union. Particular emphasis is laid on the legal status of
third-country nationals with regard to entry and residence. Furthermore, the gaps within EU
regulations are evaluated in an attempt to search for a homogenous European migration policy.
  immigration and refugee law and policy: Immigration and Refugee Law and Policy
Stephen H. Legomsky, Cristina M. Rodríguez, 2009 Since its initial publication in 1992, this
casebook has been adopted at 172 U.S. law schools. It mixes theory, policy, and politics with
practice-oriented materials that deal in doctrine, planning, and problem-solving. The authors make
heavy use of policy analysis, fact problems, and simulation exercises. The teacher's manual contains
detailed analyses of all the policy questions, fact problems, and simulation exercises, as well as
synopses of all the cases, sample syllabi, and other teaching suggestions.The new edition replaces
the combination of the 4th edition and the 2007 Supplement. It incorporates the sweeping changes
of the past two years.Highlights include:The various elements of comprehensive immigration
reformNew policy materials on the immigration debate and official EnglishA revamped chapter on
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undocumented immigrants, including a new section on the desirability and constitutionality of state
and local interventionsNew developments on wor
  immigration and refugee law and policy: Immigration and Refugee Law in Russia Agnieszka
Kubal, 2019-04-11 How do immigration and refugee laws work 'in action' in Russia? This book offers
a complex, empirical and nuanced understanding.
  immigration and refugee law and policy: Immigration and Asylum Law Gina Clayton,
Georgina Firth, 2021 The definitive textbook for this fast-moving area of law, expertly guiding
students through the key issues of immigration and asylum in the modern world. Clear analysis and
commentary on the political and social impact of the law encourages the reader to develop a critical
mindset.
  immigration and refugee law and policy: Global Anti-Terrorism Law and Policy Victor V.
Ramraj, 2012-01-12 This international work provides information on and analysis of anti-terrorism
law and policy by top experts in the field.
  immigration and refugee law and policy: UK Asylum Law and Policy Dallal Stevens, 2004
'Modern Legal Studies' is a series of short monographs which aims to make a significant
contribution to legal scholarship and curriculum development. This title focuses on UK asylum law
and policy.
  immigration and refugee law and policy: The Human Rights of Migrants in European Law
Cathryn Costello, 2016 A critical discussion of EU and ECHR migration and refugee law, this book
analyses the law on asylum and immigration of third country-nationals. It focuses on how the EU
norms interact with ECHR human rights case law on migration, and the pitfalls of European human
rights pluralism.
  immigration and refugee law and policy: The Interplay between the EU's Return Acquis and
International Law Támas Molnár, 2021-04-30 This insightful book thoroughly examines how the EU’s
return acquis is inspired by, and integrates, international migration and human rights law. It also
explores how this body of EU law has shaped international law-making relating to the removal of
non-nationals.
  immigration and refugee law and policy: The Readmission of Asylum Seekers under
International Law Mariagiulia Giuffré, 2020-02-20 This monograph could not be more timely, as
discourses relating to refugees' access to territory, rescue at sea, push-back, and push-back by proxy
dominate political debate. Looking at the questions which lie at the junction of migration control and
refugee law standards, it explores the extent to which readmission can hamper refugees' access to
protection. Though it draws mainly on European law, notably the European Convention on Human
Rights, it also examines other international frameworks, including those employed by the United
Nations and instruments such as the Refugee Convention. Therefore, this book is of importance to
readers of international law, refugee law, human rights and migration studies at the global level. It
offers an analysis of both the legal and policy questions at play, and engages fully with
widely-disputed cases concerning readmission agreements, deportation with assurances and
interception at sea. By so doing, this book seeks to clarify a complex field which has at times
suffered from partiality in both its terminology and substance.
  immigration and refugee law and policy: Refugees and Rights Mary Crock, 2017-05-15 This
collection focuses on refugees, victims of trafficking and others who cross borders seeking
protection from anthropogenic or natural disasters. Essays cover a broad range of topics from the
refugee’s rights to due process and the substance of entitlements at law to refugee rights in relation
to disability and sexual orientation, and across fields such as administrative processes, social and
cultural rights, family reunion, detention and the right of return. Articles also cover the rights
discourse outside traditional ’Western’ theatres. This volume is a companion to Mary Crock’s
volume, Migrants and Rights.
  immigration and refugee law and policy: Textbook on Immigration and Asylum Law Gina
Clayton, Caroline Sawyer, 2014 This volume examines the law and system of control which govern
immigration and asylum in the UK. It begins with the historical and legal context, explains who is



subject to immigration control, and describes the legal and administrative structure of the system.
  immigration and refugee law and policy: Research Handbook on the Law and Politics of
Migration Catherine Dauvergne, 2021-04-30 As the law and politics of migration become
increasingly intertwined, this thought-provoking Research Handbook addresses the challenge of
analysing their growing relationship. Discussing the evolving theoretical approaches to migration, it
explores the growing attention given to the legal frameworks for migration and the expansion of
regulation, as migration moves to the centre of the political global agenda. The Research Handbook
demonstrates that the overlap between law and politics puts the rule of law at risk in matters of
migration.
  immigration and refugee law and policy: Irregular Migration, Refugee Status and the
Law Maja Grundler, 2025-08-29 Through an investigation of the protection needs of ‘irregularised
migrants’, this book offers a novel approach to the phenomenon of irregular migration by reframing
it as a matter of refugee law. Thousands of people have died, disappeared and suffered mental and
physical harm on their dangerous migratory journeys to Europe. This book addresses an issue which,
so far, has been largely omitted from the study of refugee law: the fact that harm experienced during
irregular migration is often as serious as harm feared by recognised refugees in their countries of
origin. Grundler argues that harm experienced during dangerous journeys can constitute
persecution and that a risk of irregular re-migration can form the basis for a claim to refugee status.
Drawing insights from a comparative content analysis of trafficked persons’ asylum claims, other
disciplines such as psychology and sociology and additional case law, this book provides readers
with new understandings on the scope of the refugee definition, adds new concepts to migration
theories and challenges states’ migration control policies. This volume will be an important point of
reference for scholars, practitioners, policymakers and students working on refugee and human
rights law, (irregular) migration and vulnerability.
  immigration and refugee law and policy: Teaching Migration and Asylum Law Richard
Grimes, Věra Honuskova, Ulrich Stege, 2021-12-30 This highly topical book demonstrates the
theoretical and practical importance of the study of migration law. It outlines approaches that may
be taken in the design, delivery and monitoring of this study in law schools and universities to
ensure an optimum level of learning. Drawing on examples of best practice from around the world,
this book uses a theoretical framework and examples from real clients to simulations to help
promote the learning and teaching of the law affecting migrants. It showcases contributions from
over 30 academics and practitioners experienced in asylum and immigration law and helps to unpick
how to teach the complex international laws and procedures relating to migration between different
countries and regions. The various sections of the book explore educational best practice, what
content can be covered, models for teaching and learning, strategies to deal with challenges and
ways forward. The book will appeal to scholars, researchers and practitioners of migration and
asylum law, those teaching migration law electives and involved in curriculum design, as well as
students of international, common and civil law.
  immigration and refugee law and policy: Refugee Protection and the Role of Law Susan
Kneebone, Dallal Stevens, Loretta Baldassar, 2014-06-27 Sixty years on from the signing of the
Refugee Convention, forced migration and refugee movements continue to raise global concerns for
hosting states and regions, for countries of origin, for humanitarian organisations on the ground,
and, of course, for the refugee. This edited volume is framed around two themes which go to the
core of contemporary ‘refugeehood’: protection and identity. It analyses how the issue of refugee
identity is shaped by and responds to the legal regime of refugee protection in contemporary times.
The book investigates the premise that there is a narrowing of protection space in many countries
and many highly visible incidents of refoulement. It argues that ‘Protection’, which is a core focus of
the Refugee Convention, appears to be under threat, as there are many gaps and inconsistencies in
practice. Contributors to the volume, who include Erika Feller, Elspeth Guild, Hélène Lambert and
Roger Zetter, look at the relevant issues from the perspective of a number of different disciplines
including law, politics, sociology, and anthropology. The chapters examine the link between identity



and protection as a basis for understanding how the Refugee Convention has been and is being
applied in policy and practice. The situation in a number of jurisdictions and regions in Europe,
North America, South East Asia, Africa and the Middle East is explored in order to ask the question
does jurisprudence under the Refugee Convention need better coordination and how successful is
oversight of the Convention?
  immigration and refugee law and policy: State Responsibility and International Refugee Law
Sophie Capicchiano Young, 2025-10-30 As a system of Public International Law (PIL), International
Refugee Law (IRL) diverges from those that evolved concurrently in certain distinct ways. Though
internationally recognised, with a widely ratified Convention, and with complementary regional
instruments and municipal legal regimes that require adherence to its fundamental tenets, the
absence of clear instances of the attribution of international State responsibility is conspicuous. This
book provides a thorough inquiry into the deficiency that makes IRL so exceptional among systems
of PIL, through an in-depth analysis of the evolving relationship between IRL and general PIL from
the late 19th century to the present day.
  immigration and refugee law and policy: The Refugee in International Law Guy S.
Goodwin-Gill, Jane McAdam, 2007-03-22 Millions of people today are forced to flee their homes as a
result of conflict, systemic discrimination, persecution, and other violations of their human rights.
The core instruments on which they must rely to secure international protection are the 1951
Convention relating to the Status of Refugees and its 1967 Protocol, now complemented by
international and regional human rights treaties. This book, the leading text in a field where refugee
law is now a subject of global importance, examines key challenges to system of international
protection, including those arising from within the asylum process, increased controls over the
movements of people, and the 'new' concern with security. The situation of refugees is one of the
most pressing and urgent problems facing the international community and refugee law has grown
in recent years to a subject of global importance. In this long-awaited third edition, each chapter has
been thoroughly revised and updated, every issue, old and new, has received fresh analysis, and
'complementary' or human rights-based protection is given special attention. Features include:
analysis and assessment of developments in interpreting the refugee definition, with particular
reference to 'social group', 'exclusion', procedures, and the impact of European Union harmonization
initiatives. In addition, this book reviews the situation of refugee women and children; the plight of
Palestinian refugees; the protection of internally displaced persons; the role and responsibilities of
the UNHCR, including in the administration of camps and settlements; the current status in general
international law of the fundamental principles of non-refoulement, asylum, and the right to seek
asylum; and the extent of protection possibilities in human rights treaties, particularly the European
Convention on Human Rights.
  immigration and refugee law and policy: Refugee Law and Durability of Protection
Maria O’Sullivan, 2019-05-08 This book examines the link between refugee protection, duration of
risk and residency rights. It focuses on two main issues of importance to current state practice: the
use of temporary forms of refugee status and residency and the legal criteria for cessation of refugee
status under Article 1C(5) of the 1951 Refugee Convention. In analysing this issue, this book
canvasses debates which are pertinent to many other contentious areas of refugee law, including the
relationship between the refugee definition and complementary protection, application of the
Refugee Convention in situations of armed conflict, and the role of non-state bodies as actors of
protection. It also illustrates some of the central problems with the way in which the 1951 Refugee
Convention is implemented domestically in key asylum host states. The arguments put forward in
this book have particular significance for the return of asylum seekers and refugees to situations of
ongoing conflict and post-conflict situations and is therefore highly pertinent to the future
development of international refugee law.
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