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Hiroshima by John Hersey Sparknotes: A Detailed Overview and Analysis

hiroshima by john hersey sparknotes serves as an essential guide for students,
readers, and history enthusiasts seeking to understand the profound impact of John
Hersey’s groundbreaking work. This article aims to provide a thorough exploration of the
themes, characters, and historical context found in Hersey’s narrative, while also shedding
light on key insights that can enhance your comprehension and appreciation of the text.

Hiroshima, as depicted by John Hersey, is not just a historical account; it’s a powerful
human story that captures the aftermath of the first atomic bombing in 1945. Using a
journalistic style, Hersey recounts the experiences of six survivors, offering a deeply
personal glimpse into one of the most devastating events of the 20th century. This
sparknotes-style breakdown highlights the most important aspects of the book, helping
readers grasp its significance and nuanced messages.

Understanding Hiroshima by John Hersey: An
Introduction

John Hersey’s Hiroshima was first published in 1946, and it stands as one of the earliest
detailed accounts of the atomic bomb’s impact on civilians. Unlike typical war reports,
Hersey’s narrative humanizes the tragedy by focusing on individual stories rather than
abstract statistics or political rhetoric. This approach has made the book a staple in
literature and history classrooms alike.

The sparknotes version of Hiroshima simplifies the complex themes and events of the book,
making it accessible to those who may find the original text dense or emotionally
overwhelming. It breaks down the story into digestible sections, emphasizing the survivors’
perspectives and the broader implications of nuclear warfare.

Plot Summary and Key Characters in Hiroshima
by John Hersey Sparknotes

At the heart of Hersey’s Hiroshima are six survivors, whose lives intertwine amidst the
chaos of the bomb’s aftermath. The sparknotes summary typically focuses on these
individuals to illustrate the human cost of war.

The Six Survivors

Miss Sasaki: A young clerk injured by falling debris, whose story reflects the long-



term physical and psychological scars of the bombing.

Dr. Fujii: A physician who survives despite being trapped under his collapsed
hospital, representing the dedication of medical professionals amid disaster.

Father Kleinsorge: A German Jesuit priest who experiences spiritual and physical
suffering, highlighting themes of faith and resilience.

Mrs. Nakamura: A widow struggling to care for her children after losing her husband,
embodying the challenges faced by families.

Dr. Sasaki: A young surgeon overwhelmed by the influx of injured patients,
symbolizing the limits of human endurance.

Mr. Tanimoto: A Methodist minister who helps organize relief efforts, showcasing
compassion in the face of despair.

The sparknotes guide typically traces each character’s experience from the moment of the
explosion through their survival and recovery, providing readers with a clear and
empathetic understanding of the narrative’s core.

Thematic Exploration in Hiroshima by John Hersey
Sparknotes

John Hersey’s work delves into several profound themes that resonate throughout the story.
The sparknotes analysis helps unpack these themes, connecting them to the broader
historical and ethical questions posed by the bombing.

The Horror of War and Human Suffering

One of the most prominent themes is the sheer devastation caused by the atomic bomb.
Hersey’s firsthand accounts reveal the immediate physical destruction and the lingering
effects of radiation sickness, burns, and psychological trauma. The sparknotes explanation
emphasizes how the book challenges readers to confront the real human cost behind
wartime decisions.

Resilience and Survival

Despite the overwhelming tragedy, Hiroshima also tells stories of resilience. The survivors’
determination to rebuild their lives, maintain hope, and support one another underscores
the human capacity for endurance. Sparknotes often highlights this theme to encourage
readers to see beyond the horror and recognize the strength found in adversity.



The Moral Questions Surrounding Nuclear Warfare

Hersey’s narrative implicitly raises ethical questions about the use of atomic bombs.
Without overt judgment, the book invites readers to reflect on the justification and
consequences of such weapons. Sparknotes discussions typically explore how the survivors’
experiences complicate the political narratives that justified the bombing during World War
II.

Historical Context and Impact of Hiroshima by
John Hersey

Understanding the context in which Hiroshima was written enriches the reading experience.
Hersey’s work was among the first to bring the reality of nuclear devastation to the
American public in a personal and accessible way.

The Immediate Post-War Era

Published just a year after the bombing, Hiroshima broke new ground by focusing on
Japanese civilians rather than military or political leaders. Sparknotes often points out how
this perspective was unusual and groundbreaking at the time, challenging prevailing
narratives about the war.

The Role of Journalism and Narrative Style

John Hersey’s journalistic approach—merging factual reporting with storytelling—set a
precedent for future nonfiction works. The sparknotes summary frequently praises this style
for its clarity and emotional impact, making the horrors of war tangible without
sensationalism.

Tips for Students Using Hiroshima by John Hersey
Sparknotes

If you’re studying Hiroshima in school or preparing for an exam, using sparknotes alongside
the original text can be very helpful. Here are some tips to get the most out of your study:

Read the Original Text First: While sparknotes provides summaries and analyses,
reading Hersey’s original prose allows you to experience the emotional depth and
narrative style firsthand.

Use Sparknotes for Clarification: When you encounter difficult passages or



complex themes, refer to sparknotes to gain clearer understanding.

Take Notes on Themes and Characters: Keep track of how each survivor’s story
contributes to the overall message of the book.

Reflect on Ethical Questions: Consider how the book challenges you to think about
war, humanity, and responsibility.

Common Analysis and Interpretations Found in
Hiroshima by John Hersey Sparknotes

Many readers and scholars have explored the deeper meanings behind Hersey’s work.
Sparknotes often includes critical interpretations that can enrich your reading experience.

The Humanization of War Victims

By focusing on individual stories, Hersey dismantles the abstraction often associated with
wartime casualties. Sparknotes highlights this technique as a way to foster empathy and
understanding.

The Ambiguity of Heroism and Suffering

The survivors are neither idealized heroes nor mere victims—they are complex, flawed
individuals. This nuanced portrayal challenges simplistic narratives about courage and
victimhood.

The Lasting Legacy of Hiroshima

Hersey’s book continues to influence discussions about nuclear weapons and peace.
Sparknotes acknowledges the enduring relevance of the book’s themes in contemporary
debates on warfare and ethics.

Exploring Hiroshima by John Hersey through the lens of sparknotes helps readers grasp
both the factual and emotional layers of this monumental work. Whether you’re preparing
for an academic assignment or simply seeking to understand a pivotal moment in history,
this guide offers valuable insights to deepen your engagement with the text.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of John Hersey's 'Hiroshima'
according to SparkNotes?
The main focus of John Hersey's 'Hiroshima' is to provide a detailed, human-centered
account of the immediate impact of the atomic bomb on the lives of six survivors in
Hiroshima.

Who are the six survivors featured in 'Hiroshima' by
John Hersey?
The six survivors featured are Miss Sasaki, Dr. Fujii, Mrs. Nakamura, Father Kleinsorge, Dr.
Sasaki, and Reverend Kiyoshi Tanimoto.

How does SparkNotes describe John Hersey's writing
style in 'Hiroshima'?
SparkNotes describes Hersey's writing style as straightforward, journalistic, and
empathetic, focusing on personal stories rather than political commentary.

What themes are highlighted in SparkNotes' analysis of
'Hiroshima'?
Key themes include the horrors of war, human resilience, the randomness of survival, and
the ethical implications of nuclear warfare.

How does 'Hiroshima' by John Hersey approach the
topic of the atomic bomb's aftermath?
The book approaches the aftermath by documenting the physical destruction, radiation
sickness, and psychological trauma experienced by survivors, emphasizing human suffering
over abstract statistics.

According to SparkNotes, what is the significance of the
individual stories in 'Hiroshima'?
The individual stories personalize the catastrophic event, making the abstract devastation
tangible and fostering empathy in readers.

What does SparkNotes say about the historical impact
of 'Hiroshima' by John Hersey?
SparkNotes notes that 'Hiroshima' was groundbreaking for its time, bringing the human
cost of nuclear warfare to a wide audience and influencing public perception and discourse.



How does SparkNotes suggest readers interpret the
conclusion of 'Hiroshima'?
Readers are encouraged to reflect on the resilience of the survivors while also
contemplating the moral questions raised by the use of atomic weapons and the ongoing
implications for humanity.

Additional Resources
Hiroshima by John Hersey Sparknotes: An Analytical Review

hiroshima by john hersey sparknotes serves as a vital resource for students, educators,
and readers seeking a concise yet insightful summary and analysis of John Hersey’s seminal
work, *Hiroshima*. This 1946 piece stands as one of the earliest and most compelling
journalistic accounts of the atomic bombing of Hiroshima during World War II. Hersey’s
narrative, through its human-centered approach, explores the immediate and long-term
effects of the bomb on the lives of six survivors. The sparknotes versions provide a
structured breakdown of the text, enabling readers to grasp complex themes, character
developments, and historical context. In this article, we delve into the significance of
*Hiroshima*, the effectiveness of its sparknotes summaries, and the broader educational
value it holds.

Understanding Hiroshima by John Hersey:
Context and Content

John Hersey’s *Hiroshima* is not a traditional historical account or a fictionalized novel but
a pioneering example of narrative journalism. The book meticulously details the
experiences of six individuals from diverse backgrounds who survived the atomic bombing
on August 6, 1945. The sparknotes for *Hiroshima* distill this narrative into manageable
sections, highlighting key events, character analyses, and thematic underpinnings such as
the horrors of nuclear warfare, human resilience, and moral ambiguity.

The sparknotes breakdown typically includes an overview of the historical background, a
chapter-by-chapter synopsis, and critical commentary. This structure allows readers to
understand the layered narrative without losing sight of the broader implications of the
atomic bomb’s deployment.

Historical Significance and Narrative Style

*Hiroshima* stands out for its pioneering narrative style, blending journalistic objectivity
with literary techniques. Hersey’s choice to focus on personal stories rather than abstract
political discourse humanizes the tragedy, making the event relatable and poignant. The
sparknotes versions emphasize these narrative choices, explaining how Hersey’s restrained
tone and detailed descriptions evoke empathy and provoke reflection.



Furthermore, the sparknotes highlight the historical context—World War II’s closing stages,
the decision to use the atomic bomb, and the immediate aftermath in Japan. By situating
the personal accounts within this framework, the summaries provide a comprehensive
understanding that enriches readers’ appreciation of the text.

Key Themes Explored in Hiroshima

The sparknotes of *Hiroshima* extensively analyze several central themes woven
throughout Hersey’s narrative. Understanding these themes is crucial for grasping the
book’s enduring relevance.

The Human Cost of War

One of the most prominent themes is the devastating human cost of nuclear warfare. The
sparknotes detail how survivors’ stories reveal the indiscriminate nature of the bomb’s
destruction. Physical injuries, psychological trauma, and the struggle for survival illustrate
the catastrophic consequences that extend beyond immediate casualties.

Resilience and Recovery

Despite the overwhelming devastation, Hersey’s narrative also sheds light on human
resilience. The sparknotes discuss how each character’s journey portrays different facets of
recovery—emotional, physical, and social. This theme resonates with readers as it
underscores hope amid despair.

Ethical and Moral Reflections

The sparknotes further explore the ethical dilemmas surrounding the atomic bombing.
Hersey’s neutral tone invites readers to reflect on the moral implications without overt
judgment. This nuanced approach is emphasized in the summaries, encouraging critical
thinking about warfare, technological advancements, and their impact on humanity.

Character Analysis and Perspectives

A core strength of *Hiroshima* is its focus on diverse personal narratives, which the
sparknotes elucidate comprehensively. The six survivors—the doctor, the priest, the
housewife, the tailor, the young soldier, and the German Jesuit priest—offer distinct
viewpoints on the catastrophe.

Dr. Masakazu Fujii: A physician whose hospital is destroyed, symbolizing the



collapse of medical infrastructure.

Father Wilhelm Kleinsorge: A German Jesuit priest grappling with faith amid
destruction.

Mrs. Hatsuyo Nakamura: A widowed mother striving to protect her children.

Kiyoshi Tanimoto: A Methodist minister wrestling with survivor’s guilt and the
challenge of helping others.

Reverend Mr. Kiyoshi Tanimoto: Often confused with Kiyoshi Tanimoto, but the
inclusion of multiple religious figures emphasizes spiritual dimensions.

Narrator’s role: Serves as an impartial observer, allowing the stories to unfold
without bias.

The sparknotes provide detailed breakdowns of these characters’ backgrounds,
experiences during the bombing, and their post-war lives. This analysis helps readers
understand the multifaceted impact of the event across social strata and professions.

Comparative Insights: Hiroshima and Other War
Literature

Comparing *Hiroshima* to other war-related literature enhances its educational value, a
facet often highlighted in sparknotes. Unlike traditional war novels that may romanticize or
dramatize conflict, Hersey’s work strips away sensationalism to present stark realities. This
journalistic approach contrasts with novels like *Slaughterhouse-Five* by Kurt Vonnegut,
which employs satire and surrealism to explore similar themes.

The sparknotes also note parallels with other historical accounts of nuclear warfare, such as
the bombing of Nagasaki or Cold War-era literature, providing readers with a broader
literary and historical context. This comparative analysis deepens understanding and
situates *Hiroshima* within a global discourse on war, peace, and human rights.

Pros and Cons of Using Sparknotes for Hiroshima

While sparknotes offer accessible summaries and analyses, their use also comes with
limitations:

Pros:

Provides clear, concise overviews that save time.

Highlights key themes and character insights for better comprehension.



Useful for exam preparation and quick reference.

Cons:

May oversimplify nuanced narratives and emotional depth.

Readers might miss the immersive experience of Hersey’s prose.

Lacks the full contextual richness found in the complete text.

Therefore, while *hiroshima by john hersey sparknotes* can be an effective supplementary
tool, it is not a substitute for engaging directly with the original work.

Educational Impact and Relevance Today

Decades after its publication, *Hiroshima* remains a critical educational resource in
discussions about war ethics, nuclear policy, and human rights. Sparknotes versions
contribute to this relevance by making the content accessible to a wider audience,
including high school and college students.

In classrooms, the sparknotes facilitate discussions around the human implications of
technological warfare, the responsibilities of nations, and the role of journalism in shaping
public opinion. Furthermore, the detailed character studies assist students in connecting
emotionally with historical events, fostering empathy and critical reflection.

The ongoing global conversations about nuclear disarmament and the humanitarian
consequences of war make the themes explored in *Hiroshima* perpetually pertinent.
Sparknotes aids in this dialogue by condensing complex material into digestible insights
without diluting the core messages.

The layered storytelling and analytical depth provided by both John Hersey’s original work
and its sparknotes interpretations invite a profound engagement with one of the 20th
century’s most defining moments. Through this lens, readers are compelled to contemplate
the enduring impact of nuclear warfare, the resilience of humanity, and the urgent need for
peace.

Hiroshima By John Hersey Sparknotes

  hiroshima by john hersey sparknotes: Hiroshima (SparkNotes Literature Guide)
SparkNotes, 2014-08-12 Hiroshima (SparkNotes Literature Guide) by John R. Hersey Making the

https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-158/hiroshima-by-john-hersey-sparknotes.pdf


reading experience fun! Created by Harvard students for students everywhere, SparkNotes is a new
breed of study guide: smarter, better, faster.Geared to what today's students need to know,
SparkNotes provides:chapter-by-chapter analysis explanations of key themes, motifs, and symbols a
review quiz and essay topics Lively and accessible, these guides are perfect for late-night studying
and writing papers.
  hiroshima by john hersey sparknotes: Origins of a Story Jake Grogan, 2017-10-17 For
readers and writers alike, Origins of a Story is the inspiring collection of 202 amazing true stories
behind the inspiration for the world's greatest literature! Did you know Lennie from Of Mice and
Men was based on a real person? Or how about that Charlotte's Web was based on an actual spider
and her egg that E. B. White would carry from Maine to New York on business trips? Origins of a
Story profiles 202 famous literary masterpieces and explores how each story got its start. Spanning
works from the nineteenth century to the twenty-first, this book is the first of its kind. Get glimpses
of the reality behind these fictional stories, and learn about the individual creative process for each
writer. Origins of a Story will not only leave you with a different perspective into your favorite works
of fiction, but it will also have you inspired to take your everyday life and craft it into a literary
masterpiece!
  hiroshima by john hersey sparknotes: 360 Degrees of Reading W. E. Poplaski, 2007 What do
Richard Dawkins, Jackie Robinson, and St Teresa have in common? .They all can be found in this
book 360 of Reading is a literature reference guide for high school students. It makes a great
stocking stuffer at Christmas, or 'end of school year' gift for that special student. Any student who
wants to read great literature will benefit from this book. It has reference pages for 360 books that
cover novels, drama, poetry, and a broad range of non-fiction. Each reference page includes
bibliographic information, a descriptive note, keywords and more. Furthermore, the books are
indexed by author, country of origin, date of first publication, and keywords. It also has an appendix
listing an additional forty titles. Twenty-four books by Pulitzer Prize winners and twenty-six books by
Nobel Prize in Literature winners are among the works listed in this reference guide.
  hiroshima by john hersey sparknotes: Handbook of Research on Narrative Interactions
Yilmaz, Recep, 2021-01-29 Our understanding of the concept of narrative has undergone a
significant transformation over time, particularly today as new communication technologies are
developed and popularized. As new narrative genres are born and old ones undergo great change by
the minute, a thorough understanding can shed light on which storytelling elements work best in
what format. That deep understanding can then help build strong, satisfying stories. The Handbook
of Research on Narrative Interactions is an essential publication that examines the relationships
between types of narratives in a shifting and widening scope of storytelling forms. While
highlighting a wide range of topics including contemporary culture, advertising, and transmedia
storytelling, this book is ideally designed for media professionals, content creators, advertisers,
entrepreneurs, researchers, academicians, and students.
  hiroshima by john hersey sparknotes: Hiroshima John R. Hersey, Alexa Gutheil, 2002 Get
your A in gear! They're today's most popular study guides-with everything you need to succeed in
school. Written by Harvard students for students, since its inception SparkNotes(TM) has developed
a loyal community of dedicated users and become a major education brand. Consumer demand has
been so strong that the guides have expanded to over 150 titles. SparkNotes'(TM) motto is Smarter,
Better, Faster because: - They feature the most current ideas and themes, written by experts. -
They're easier to understand, because the same people who use them have also written them. - The
clear writing style and edited content enables students to read through the material quickly, saving
valuable time. And with everything covered--context; plot overview; character lists; themes, motifs,
and symbols; summary and analysis, key facts; study questions and essay topics; and reviews and
resources--you don't have to go anywhere else!
  hiroshima by john hersey sparknotes: Forthcoming Books Rose Arny, 2003
  hiroshima by john hersey sparknotes: Hiroshima John Hersey, 1989-03-04 Pulitzer
Prize-winning journalist and bestselling author John Hersey's seminal work of narrative nonfiction



which has defined the way we think about nuclear warfare. “One of the great classics of the war
(The New Republic) that tells what happened in Hiroshima during World War II through the
memories of the survivors of the first atomic bomb ever dropped on a city. The perspective
[Hiroshima] offers from the bomb’s actual victims is the mandatory counterpart to any Oppenheimer
viewing. —GQ Magazine “Nothing can be said about this book that can equal what the book has to
say. It speaks for itself, and in an unforgettable way, for humanity.” —The New York Times
Hiroshima is the story of six human beings who lived through the greatest single manmade disaster
in history. John Hersey tells what these six -- a clerk, a widowed seamstress, a physician, a
Methodist minister, a young surgeon, and a German Catholic priest -- were doing at 8:15 a.m. on
August 6, 1945, when Hiroshima was destroyed by the first atomic bomb ever dropped on a city.
Then he follows the course of their lives hour by hour, day by day. The New Yorker of August 31,
1946, devoted all its space to this story. The immediate repercussions were vast: newspapers here
and abroad reprinted it; during evening half-hours it was read over the network of the American
Broadcasting Company; leading editorials were devoted to it in uncounted newspapers. Almost four
decades after the original publication of this celebrated book John Hersey went back to Hiroshima in
search of the people whose stories he had told. His account of what he discovered about them -- the
variety of ways in which they responded to the past and went on with their lives -- is now the
eloquent and moving final chapter of Hiroshima.
  hiroshima by john hersey sparknotes: CliffsNotes on Hersey's Hiroshima Susan Van Kirk,
1980-01-01 The original CliffsNotes study guides offer expert commentary on major themes, plots,
characters, literary devices, and historical background. The latest generation of titles in this series
also feature glossaries and visual elements that complement the classic, familiar format. CliffsNotes
on Hiroshima captures the essence of the novel, which is based on detailed interviews with survivors
of the bombing. Hiroshima takes the extraordinary and inexplicable event and show how it impacts
six ordinary human lives. Author John Hersey personalized the event so that Americans, as well as a
worldwide audience, could begin to understand the repercussions of the detonation of the atom
bomb. This concise supplement to Hersey's Hiroshima helps you understand the overall structure of
the novel, actions and motivations of the characters, and the social and cultural perspectives of the
author. Features that help you study include Chapter-by-chapter summaries and commentaries A
map of Hiroshima that shows the location of the main characters and areas of greatest destruction A
glossary that helps you get the most out of your reading A critical essay that describes the people
and events that led to the decision to drop the bomb. A review section that tests your knowledge
Classic literature or modern-day treasure—you'll understand it all with expert information and
insight from CliffsNotes study guides.
  hiroshima by john hersey sparknotes: Hiroshima John Hersey, 1989-03-01 The classic tale
of the day the first atom bomb was dropped offers a haunting evocation of the memories of survivors
and an appeal to the conscience of humanity
  hiroshima by john hersey sparknotes: Hiroshima BookCaps Study Guides Staff, 2011 The
perfect companion to John Hersey’s Hiroshima, this study guide contains a chapter by chapter
analysis of the book, a summary of the plot, and a guide to major themes. BookCap Study Guides do
not contain text from the actual book, and are not meant to be purchased as alternatives to reading
the book.
  hiroshima by john hersey sparknotes: Fallout Lesley M.M. Blume, 2021-08-10 ONE of THE
NEW YORK TIMES'S 100 NOTABLE BOOKS of the YEAR * A VANITY FAIR and TOWN & COUNTRY
BEST BOOK of the YEAR * New York Times bestselling author Lesley M.M. Blume reveals how one
courageous American reporter uncovered one of the deadliest cover-ups of the 20th century—the
true effects of the atom bomb—potentially saving millions of lives. Just days after the United States
decimated Hiroshima and Nagasaki with nuclear bombs, the Japanese surrendered unconditionally.
But even before the surrender, the US government and military had begun a secret propaganda and
information suppression campaign to hide the devastating effects of these then-experimental
weapons. For nearly a year the cover-up worked—until New Yorker journalist John Hersey got into



Hiroshima and managed to report the truth to the world. When the magazine published “Hiroshima”
in August 1946, it became an instant global sensation, and inspired pervasive horror about the
hellish new threat that America had unleashed. Since 1945, no nuclear weapons have ever been
deployed in war partly because Hersey alerted the world to their true, devastating impact. This
knowledge has remained among the greatest deterrents to using them since the end of World War II.
Released on the anniversary of the Hiroshima bombing, Fallout is an engrossing detective story, as
well as an important piece of hidden history that shows how one heroic scoop saved—and can still
save—the world.
  hiroshima by john hersey sparknotes: Hiroshima - Hersey John R. Hersey, 2009-07-01
Compassionate account of the catastrophic event that heralded the coming of the atomic age.
  hiroshima by john hersey sparknotes: Hiroshima John R. Hersey, 2012-03-18 Hiroshima is
the title of a magazine article written by Pulitzer winner John Hersey that appeared in The New
Yorker's issue for August 31, 1946, one year after the United States dropped an atomic bomb on the
city of Hiroshima, Japan, at 8:15 a.m., August 6, 1945. The article was soon made into a book. Fuji
Books' edition of Hiroshima contains supplementary texts: * An eyewitness account of the bombing
of Hiroshima, by Father John A. Siemes. * The Atomic Bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, by The
Manhattan Engineer District, June 29, 1946. * Worldwide Effects of Nuclear War: Some
Perspectives, by The United States Arms Control and Disarmament Agency (1975). * A few selected
quotes of John Hersey, author of Hiroshima.
  hiroshima by john hersey sparknotes: Fallout Lesley Blume, 2020-08-04 ONE OF THE NEW
YORK TIMES’S 100 NOTABLE BOOKS OF 2020 ONE OF VANITY FAIR’S BEST BOOKS OF 2020
New York Times bestselling author Lesley Blume reveals how a courageous reporter uncovered one
of the greatest and deadliest cover-ups of the 20th century — the true effects of the atom bomb —
potentially saving millions of lives. In the days following the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki, the Japanese surrendered unconditionally. But even before the surrender, the US had
begun a secret propaganda campaign to celebrate these weapons as the ultimate peacekeepers —
hiding the true extent and nature of their devastation. The cover-up intensified as Americans closed
the atomic cities to Allied reporters, preventing information from leaking about the horrific and
lasting effects of radiation that would kill thousands of people during the months after the blast. For
nearly a year, the cover-up worked — until New Yorker journalist John Hersey got into Hiroshima
and reported the truth to the world. As Hersey and his editors prepared his article for publication,
they kept the whistleblowing story secret — even from most of their New Yorker colleagues. When
the magazine published ‘Hiroshima’ in August 1946, it became an instant global sensation, and
inspired pervasive horror about the weapons that had been covertly waged in America’s name. Since
1945, no nuclear weapons have ever been deployed in war, partly because Hersey alerted the world
to their true, devastating impact. This knowledge has remained among the greatest deterrents to
using them since the end of World War II. Released on the 75th anniversary of the Hiroshima
bombing, Fallout is an engrossing detective story, as well as an important piece of hidden history,
which shows how one heroic scoop saved — and can still save — the world.
  hiroshima by john hersey sparknotes: The Age of Hiroshima Michael D. Gordin, G. John
Ikenberry, 2020-01-14 A multifaceted portrait of the Hiroshima bombing and its many legacies On
August 6, 1945, in the waning days of World War II, the United States dropped an atomic bomb on
the Japanese city of Hiroshima. The city's destruction stands as a powerful symbol of nuclear
annihilation, but it has also shaped how we think about war and peace, the past and the present, and
science and ethics. The Age of Hiroshima traces these complex legacies, exploring how the
meanings of Hiroshima have reverberated across the decades and around the world. Michael D.
Gordin and G. John Ikenberry bring together leading scholars from disciplines ranging from
international relations and political theory to cultural history and science and technology studies,
who together provide new perspectives on Hiroshima as both a historical event and a cultural
phenomenon. As an event, Hiroshima emerges in the flow of decisions and hard choices surrounding
the bombing and its aftermath. As a phenomenon, it marked a revolution in science, politics, and the



human imagination—the end of one age and the dawn of another. The Age of Hiroshima reveals how
the bombing of Hiroshima gave rise to new conceptions of our world and its precarious
interconnectedness, and how we continue to live in its dangerous shadow today.
  hiroshima by john hersey sparknotes: Hiroshima Richard Tames, 2006 Provides answers to
such questions as Why was Japan the first target for an atomic bomb?, In what way was this more
devastating than an ordinary bomb?, and Did the use of atomic bombs bring an early end to World
War II?
  hiroshima by john hersey sparknotes: Hiroshima John R. Hersey, 1988-04
  hiroshima by john hersey sparknotes: Hiroshima (John Hersey). Laurie E. Rozakis, Ed
Haggerty Associates Inc, Sundance Publishers & Distributors, Inc, 1994
  hiroshima by john hersey sparknotes: Hiroshima John Hersey, 1983 Describes the effect of
the bombing of Hiroshima on six survivors of the atomic blast.
  hiroshima by john hersey sparknotes: Hiroshima John Hersey, 2005 En août 1946, un an
après le bombardement d'Hiroshima, le reporter John Hersey se rend dans la ville martyre afin
d'interviewer six hiba-kusha, nom donné aux survivants du chaos. Publié en intégralité dans le New
Yorker, l'article connaît un immense retentissement au sein de la population américaine qui prend
conscience de l'horreur vécue par l'ennemi japonais. Ce récit magistral retrace les instants qui
précédèrent et suivirent l'explosion de la bombe H, évoquant sa dimension politique et
philosophique à travers six expériences entrecroisées. En 1985, conscient du devoir de mémoire,
John Hersey retourne sur les lieux et reprend contact avec les victimes. Il raconte cette ultime
rencontre dans un dernier chapitre publié la même année et présenté pour la première fois en
France dans la présente édition.
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