
first and second world wars

First and Second World Wars: A Deep Dive into History’s Most Defining
Conflicts

first and second world wars stand as two of the most significant and
transformative events in modern history. These massive global conflicts
reshaped nations, altered political landscapes, and influenced nearly every
aspect of human life throughout the 20th century. Understanding these wars
isn’t just about remembering dates and battles; it’s about grasping the
causes, consequences, and lessons that continue to resonate in today’s
geopolitical climate.

The Origins of the First World War

The First World War, often called World War I or the Great War, erupted in
1914 and lasted until 1918. Its roots lie in a complex web of alliances,
militarism, nationalism, and imperial ambitions. The immediate spark was the
assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria-Hungary in Sarajevo, but
this event merely ignited tensions that had been simmering for decades.

Key Causes Behind the First World War

Several intertwined factors set the stage for the conflict:

Alliance Systems: Europe was divided into two main blocs: the Triple
Entente (France, Russia, and Britain) and the Triple Alliance (Germany,
Austria-Hungary, and Italy). These alliances meant that any localized
conflict could quickly escalate.

Militarism: Nations were engaged in an arms race, building vast armies
and navies, driven by the belief that military strength ensured national
security and prestige.

Nationalism: Ethnic groups within empires, particularly in the Balkans,
sought self-determination and independence, increasing tensions.

Imperial Rivalries: Competition over colonies and global influence
heightened distrust among the great powers.

How the War Unfolded

The war was characterized by trench warfare, a grueling and deadly form of
combat where soldiers faced harsh conditions and massive casualties. Key
battles like the Somme and Verdun exemplified the brutal stalemate on the
Western Front. Meanwhile, new technology—such as machine guns, tanks, and
chemical weapons—changed the nature of warfare forever.



The global impact was profound. Countries from around the world were drawn
in, including colonies in Africa, Asia, and the Middle East. The war also led
to the collapse of empires: Austro-Hungarian, Ottoman, Russian, and German.

Setting the Stage for the Second World War

The aftermath of the First World War directly influenced the emergence of the
Second World War. The Treaty of Versailles in 1919 imposed harsh penalties on
Germany, including reparations and territorial losses. Many historians argue
that this treaty sowed resentment and economic hardship, creating fertile
ground for radical ideologies.

The Rise of Totalitarian Regimes

In the decades following World War I, political instability and economic
struggles gave rise to authoritarian leaders:

Adolf Hitler in Germany: Promising to restore national pride and
overturn the Treaty of Versailles, Hitler and the Nazi Party gained
support, promoting aggressive nationalism and militarization.

Benito Mussolini in Italy: Mussolini’s fascist regime emphasized strong
centralized control and expansionist ambitions.

Militaristic Japan: Driven by imperial goals, Japan sought to dominate
East Asia and the Pacific.

These regimes challenged the fragile peace established after World War I,
leading to territorial expansions and increasing tensions worldwide.

The Second World War: A Global Catastrophe

World War II, spanning from 1939 to 1945, became the deadliest conflict in
human history. It involved most of the world’s nations divided into two
opposing military alliances: the Allies and the Axis powers.

Major Causes and Early Events

The invasion of Poland by Germany in September 1939 triggered Britain and
France to declare war. Unlike the first war, World War II was marked by rapid
movements and large-scale battles across Europe, Africa, and the Pacific.

Significant Theatres and Battles



European Theatre: The Blitzkrieg tactics allowed Germany swift advances
initially. The Battle of Britain was a crucial air campaign preventing
German invasion. Later, the Soviet Union played a decisive role after
being invaded in 1941.

Pacific Theatre: Japan’s attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941 brought the
United States fully into the war. Major battles like Midway and
Guadalcanal turned the tide in favor of the Allies.

North African Campaign: Control of the Mediterranean was fiercely
contested, with generals like Rommel and Montgomery becoming famous.

The Holocaust and War Crimes

World War II also witnessed horrific atrocities, including the Holocaust,
where six million Jews and millions of other minorities were systematically
murdered by the Nazi regime. War crimes and civilian suffering were
widespread, highlighting the devastating human cost beyond the battlefield.

Technological and Societal Changes Brought by
the Wars

Both the first and second world wars accelerated technological innovation and
social change:

Military Technology: Tanks, aircraft, radar, and nuclear weapons emerged
or saw significant development during these wars.

Women in the Workforce: With men fighting overseas, women took on roles
in factories, offices, and military support, paving the way for future
gender equality movements.

Global Power Shifts: The wars led to the decline of European colonial
empires and the rise of the United States and the Soviet Union as
superpowers.

Lessons from the First and Second World Wars

Reflecting on these monumental events teaches us about the perils of
nationalism, unchecked militarism, and political extremism. They also
demonstrate the importance of diplomacy, international cooperation, and the
need to remember history to avoid repeating its darkest chapters.

Studying the first and second world wars is essential not only for
understanding the 20th century but also for appreciating the fragile peace
that many nations enjoy today. The legacy of these conflicts continues to
shape global relations, military strategies, and cultural memories worldwide.



Frequently Asked Questions

What were the main causes of the First World War?

The main causes of the First World War included militarism, alliances,
imperialism, and nationalism, often summarized as the MAIN causes, along with
the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria-Hungary.

How did trench warfare impact the First World War?

Trench warfare led to prolonged stalemates on the Western Front, causing
massive casualties and difficult living conditions for soldiers, with little
territorial gain over extended periods.

What were the key outcomes of the Treaty of
Versailles after the First World War?

The Treaty of Versailles imposed heavy reparations and territorial losses on
Germany, limited its military, and established the League of Nations, but
also sowed resentment that contributed to the Second World War.

What global events led to the outbreak of the Second
World War?

Key events included the rise of totalitarian regimes in Germany, Italy, and
Japan, aggressive expansionism by these powers, failures of appeasement, and
the invasion of Poland by Germany in 1939.

How did technological advancements influence combat
in the Second World War?

Technological advancements such as tanks, aircraft, radar, and the atomic
bomb significantly changed combat tactics, leading to more mechanized
warfare, air superiority, and ultimately, nuclear weapons ending the war.

What was the significance of the Battle of Stalingrad
in the Second World War?

The Battle of Stalingrad was a turning point in the war on the Eastern Front,
marking the first major defeat of Nazi Germany and shifting momentum in favor
of the Soviet Union.

How did the First and Second World Wars affect the
global balance of power?

Both wars led to the decline of European colonial powers, the emergence of
the United States and the Soviet Union as superpowers, and set the stage for
the Cold War.

What were the humanitarian consequences of the First



and Second World Wars?

Both wars caused millions of military and civilian deaths, widespread
destruction, displacement of populations, and in the Second World War, the
Holocaust led to the genocide of six million Jews.

Additional Resources
First and Second World Wars: A Comprehensive Analysis of Global Conflict and
Transformation

first and second world wars represent two of the most significant and
devastating conflicts in modern history, shaping the geopolitical, social,
and economic landscape of the 20th century and beyond. These global wars not
only redefined national boundaries and international relations but also
accelerated technological advancements and ideological confrontations that
continue to influence contemporary society. Understanding these wars in depth
requires an examination of their origins, major events, consequences, and the
enduring legacy they left on the world stage.

Origins and Causes of the First and Second
World Wars

The inception of the first and second world wars can be traced to a complex
web of political alliances, militarism, nationalism, and imperial ambitions.
The First World War, also known as the Great War, erupted in 1914 following
the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria-Hungary, but its
roots extended deep into the early 20th century tensions between European
powers. The entangled system of alliances between the Triple Entente (France,
Russia, and Britain) and the Triple Alliance (Germany, Austria-Hungary, and
Italy) turned a regional conflict into a full-scale global war.

In contrast, the Second World War, which began in 1939, was largely a
consequence of unresolved issues from the First World War, particularly the
harsh terms imposed on Germany by the Treaty of Versailles. Economic
instability, the rise of totalitarian regimes in Germany, Italy, and Japan,
and aggressive expansionist policies led directly to renewed conflict. The
invasion of Poland by Nazi Germany marked the official start of the war,
prompting Britain and France to declare war.

Comparative Analysis of Causes

First World War: Triggered by nationalism, militarism, imperial
rivalries, and the alliance system.

Second World War: Fueled by economic depression, ideological extremism,
and unresolved grievances from the previous war.

Both wars illustrate how a combination of systemic tensions and specific
events can escalate into large-scale conflict, but the ideological dimension



was far more pronounced in the second world war.

Major Theaters and Key Battles

The first and second world wars were fought across multiple continents,
involving complex military strategies and unprecedented mobilization of
resources. The First World War is often characterized by trench warfare on
the Western Front, where battles such as the Somme and Verdun resulted in
staggering casualties and stalemates. Meanwhile, the Eastern Front saw
massive engagements between Russia and the Central Powers, influencing the
political upheaval in Russia itself.

During the Second World War, the conflict expanded even further with
significant campaigns in Europe, the Pacific, North Africa, and Asia. The war
witnessed the introduction of mechanized warfare on a massive scale,
including tank battles like those at Kursk and desert warfare exemplified by
El Alamein. The Pacific Theater was marked by fierce naval and island battles
such as Midway and Guadalcanal. The war also saw the first use of nuclear
weapons, culminating in the bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

Technological and Tactical Evolutions

The stark differences in warfare between the two conflicts reflect
significant technological and tactical evolutions:

First World War: Dominated by trench warfare, machine guns, poison gas,
and early tanks.

Second World War: Featured blitzkrieg tactics, widespread use of
aircraft, advanced tanks, radar, and nuclear weapons.

These transformations not only changed the nature of combat but also
influenced the scale and speed of warfare, contributing to the higher
civilian and military casualties seen during the Second World War.

Global Impact and Consequences

The aftermath of the first and second world wars reshaped international
politics and society in profound ways. The First World War resulted in the
collapse of empires—Ottoman, Austro-Hungarian, Russian, and German—and sowed
the seeds for political upheaval, including the Russian Revolution. The
League of Nations was established with the aim of preventing future
conflicts, although it ultimately failed to stop the slide into the Second
World War.

The Second World War had even more far-reaching consequences. It led to the
emergence of the United States and the Soviet Union as superpowers, setting
the stage for the Cold War. The United Nations was founded to promote
international cooperation and peacekeeping. Decolonization movements gained
momentum as former imperial powers weakened. The war also catalyzed



significant social changes, including the acceleration of civil rights
movements and shifts in gender roles due to wartime labor demands.

Human and Economic Costs

The human toll of both wars was catastrophic. Estimates suggest that the
First World War caused approximately 16 million deaths, both military and
civilian, while the Second World War resulted in over 70 million fatalities
worldwide. The scale of destruction extended beyond lives lost to economic
devastation:

Large swaths of Europe and Asia were physically destroyed.1.

National economies were strained by war expenditures and reconstruction2.
costs.

The global balance of economic power shifted dramatically, with the3.
United States emerging as the dominant economic force post-1945.

These immense costs underscored the need for mechanisms to manage
international disputes and prevent future conflicts on such a scale.

Legacy and Lessons Learned

Reflecting on the first and second world wars offers valuable insights into
the causes and consequences of global conflict. Both wars demonstrate how
nationalism, unresolved grievances, and failures in diplomacy can escalate
into widespread violence. They also highlight the importance of international
institutions and cooperation in maintaining peace.

Moreover, the technological innovations developed during these wars had
lasting impacts on warfare, medicine, and industry. The ethical questions
raised by the use of chemical weapons and nuclear bombs continue to influence
international law and military policies.

The first and second world wars remain central to understanding 20th-century
history and continue to be subjects of extensive study and commemoration.
Their complex causes and multifaceted outcomes serve as stark reminders of
the cost of global conflict and the imperative of striving for peaceful
resolution of disputes.

In tracing the narratives of these two monumental wars, one sees not only the
devastation but also the resilience and transformation of societies
worldwide, shaping the modern world in profound and enduring ways.

First And Second World Wars

  first and second world wars: Denby and District in the First and Second World Wars Chris
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Heath, 2022-06-16 Denby & District in the First and Second World Wars: Their Ultimate Sacrifice,
commemorates and celebrates the lives of the soldiers from this part of the world and the role they
played during hostilities. For the vast number of people the local War Memorial is something taken
for granted, it has always been there and though it is respected it is not really understood anymore.
The names upon it might be familiar to some but the lives and stories behind those names have
largely been forgotten. The same is true of the local War graves in the churchyards. Interest
sometimes peaks when a major anniversary occurs or a new film such as the recent ‘1917’ is
released but this generally wanes after a while. This book provides a unique and timeless insight into
our knowledge of the men of Denby Dale, Upper & Lower Cumberworth, Birdsedge, Upper & Lower
Denby and Ingbirchworth and throws up many surprises. The soldier’s families are examined in
detail, their civilian occupations, their homes and achievements. Their War service histories, where
they fought, how they died and where they are buried are included where those records have
survived. It is not just the fallen contained in these pages and the stories of many who returned from
the arena of the two World Wars are printed here for the very first time. With 130 illustrations and
30 family tree’s this book is a tribute to all those that made the Ultimate Sacrifice and their
comrades in arms who made it home.
  first and second world wars: Women in the First and Second World Wars: A Checklist of the
Holdings of the Hoover Institution on War, Revolution and Peace Helena Wedborn, 1988
  first and second world wars: The First World War, Second Edition Martin Gilbert, 2004-03
Narrative of the war which left fourteen million dead and changed the political, social, and cultural
landscape of Europe.
  first and second world wars: The First World War and Its Lasting Impact Pasquale De
Marco, 2025-04-25 The First World War was a global conflict that lasted from 1914 to 1918. It was
one of the deadliest conflicts in human history, resulting in the deaths of millions of people. The war
had a profound impact on the world, leading to the collapse of empires, the rise of new nation-states,
and the emergence of the United States as a global superpower. In this comprehensive and engaging
book, Pasquale De Marco provides a detailed overview of the First World War, from its origins to its
long-term consequences. The book covers a wide range of topics, including the major causes of the
war, the course of the war on the various fronts, the impact of the war on civilians, and the war's
legacy. Pasquale De Marco draws on a variety of sources, including primary documents, secondary
sources, and firsthand accounts, to provide a well-rounded and informative account of the war. The
book is written in a clear and accessible style, making it ideal for both students and general readers.
Whether you are a history buff, a student, or simply someone who wants to learn more about one of
the most important events in world history, this book is a must-read. **Key Features:** *
Comprehensive coverage of the First World War, from its origins to its long-term consequences *
In-depth analysis of the major causes of the war, the course of the war on the various fronts, the
impact of the war on civilians, and the war's legacy * Clear and accessible writing style, making it
ideal for both students and general readers * Extensive use of primary documents, secondary
sources, and firsthand accounts to provide a well-rounded and informative account of the war This
book is an essential resource for anyone who wants to learn more about the First World War. If you
like this book, write a review on google books!
  first and second world wars: The Second World War in the Twenty-First-Century
Museum Stephan Jaeger, 2020-02-24 The Second World War is omnipresent in contemporary
memory debates. As the war fades from living memory, this study is the first to systematically
analyze how Second World War museums allow prototypical visitors to comprehend and experience
the past. It analyzes twelve permanent exhibitions in Europe and North America – including the
Bundeswehr Military History Museum in Dresden, the Museum of the Second World War in Gdańsk,
the House of European History in Brussels, the Imperial War Museums in London and Manchester,
and the National WWII Museum in New Orleans – in order to show how museums reflect and shape
cultural memory, as well as their cognitive, ethical, emotional, and aesthetic potential and effects.
This includes a discussion of representations of events such as the Holocaust and air warfare. In



relation to narrative, memory, and experience, the study develops the concept of experientiality (on
a sliding scale between mimetic and structural forms), which provides a new textual-spatial method
for reading exhibitions and understanding the experiences of historical individuals and collectives. It
is supplemented by concepts like transnational memory, empathy, and encouraging critical thinking
through difficult knowledge.
  first and second world wars: Remembering the First World War Bart Ziino, 2014-12-05
Remembering the First World War brings together a group of international scholars to understand
how and why the past quarter of a century has witnessed such an extraordinary increase in global
popular and academic interest in the First World War, both as an event and in the ways it is
remembered. The book discusses this phenomenon across three key areas. The first section looks at
family history, genealogy and the First World War, seeking to understand the power of family history
in shaping and reshaping remembrance of the War at the smallest levels, as well as popular media
and the continuing role of the state and its agencies. The second part discusses practices of
remembering and the more public forms of representation and negotiation through film, literature,
museums, monuments and heritage sites, focusing on agency in representing and remembering war.
The third section covers the return of the War and the increasing determination among individuals
to acknowledge and participate in public rituals of remembrance with their own contemporary
politics. What, for instance, does it mean to wear a poppy on armistice/remembrance day? How do
symbols like this operate today? These chapters will investigate these aspects through a series of
case studies. Placing remembrance of the First World War in its longer historical and broader
transnational context and including illustrations and an afterword by Professor David Reynolds, this
is the ideal book for all those interested in the history of the Great War and its aftermath.
  first and second world wars: Canada and the First World War, Second Edition David
MacKenzie, 2018-12-03 The First World War is often credited as being the event that gave Canada
its own identity, distinct from that of Britain, France, and the United States. Less often noted,
however, is that it was also the cause of a great deal of friction within Canadian society. The fifteen
essays contained in Canada and the First World War examine how Canadians experienced the war
and how their experiences were shaped by region, politics, gender, class, and nationalism. Editor
David MacKenzie has brought together some of the leading voices in Canadian history to take an
in-depth look into the tensions and fractures the war caused, and to address the way some attitudes
about the country were changed, while others remained the same. The essays vary in scope, but are
strongly unified so as to create a collection that treats its subject in a complete and comprehensive
manner. Canada and the First World War is a tribute to esteemed University of Toronto historian
Robert Craig Brown, one of Canada's greatest authorities on the Great War World War One. The
collection is a significant contribution to the on-going re-examination of Canada's experiences in
war, and a must-read for students of Canadian history.
  first and second world wars: Renegotiating First World War Memory Ashley Garber,
2021-06-29 First World War-based ex-servicemen’s organisations found themselves facing an
existential crisis with the onset of the Second World War. This book examines how two such groups,
the British and American Legions, adapted cognitively to the emergence of yet another world war
and its veterans in the years 1938 through 1946. With collective identities and socio-political
programmes based in First World War memory, both Legions renegotiated existing narratives of that
war and the lessons they derived from those narratives as they responded to the unfolding Second
World War in real time. Using the previous war as a learning experience for the new one privileged
certain understandings of that conflict over others, inflecting its meaning for each Legion moving
forward. Breaking the Second World War down into its constituent events to trace the evolution of
First World War memory through everyday invocations, this unprecedented comparison of the
British and American Legions illuminates the ways in which differing international, national, and
organisational contexts intersected to shape this process as well as the common factors affecting it
in both groups. The book will appeal most to researchers of the ex-service movement, First World
War memory, and the cultural history of the Second World War.



  first and second world wars: The Origins of the First World War William Mulligan, 2017-04-13
The second edition of this leading introduction to the origins of the First World War. Updated to take
account of the latest debates around the war's origins and outbreak, this is an essential classroom
text which significantly revises our understanding of diplomacy, political culture, and economic
history from 1870 to 1914.
  first and second world wars: The Short Story and the First World War Ann-Marie Einhaus,
2013-07-31 Covering a range of topics, settings and styles, the book offers the first comprehensive
study of short fiction from the First World War.
  first and second world wars: Women and the First World War Susan R. Grayzel,
2013-11-04 The First World War was the first modern, total war, one requiring the mobilisation of
both civilians and combatants. Particularly in Europe, the main theatre of the conflict, this war
demanded the active participation of both men and women. Women and the First World War
provides an introduction to the experiences and contributions of women during this important
turning point in history. In addition to exploring women’s relationship to the war in each of the main
protagonist states, the book also looks at the wide-ranging effects of the war on women in Africa
Asia, Australia, New Zealand, and North America. Topical in its approach, the book highlights: the
heated public debates about women’s social, cultural and political roles that the war inspired their
varied experiences of war women’s representation in propaganda their roles in peace movements
and revolutionary activity that grew out of the war the consequences of the war for women in its
immediate aftermath Containing a document section providing a wide range of sources from
first-hand accounts, a Chronology and Glossary, Women and the First World War is an ideal text for
students studying the First World War or the role of women in the twentieth century.
  first and second world wars: Violence Against Prisoners of War in the First World War
Heather Jones, 2011-06-02 First in-depth, comparative study of the treatment of prisoners of war
during the First World War.
  first and second world wars: Public Schools and the Second World War Anthony Seldon,
David Walsh, 2020-09-30 Following on from Public Schools and the Great War, Sir Anthony Seldon
and David Walsh now examine those same schools in the Second World War. Privileged conservative
traditions of private schools were challenged in the inter-war years by the changing social and
political landscape, including a greater role for the alumni of girls’ public schools. What was that
public school spirit in 1939 and how did it and its products cope with, and contribute to, the
requirements of a modern global conflict both physically and intellectually? The book answers these
questions by, for example, examining the public schools’ role in the development and operations of
the RAF in unconventional warfare and code-breaking. At home there was bombing, evacuation and
the threat of invasion. Finally, the authors study how public schools shaped the way the war was
interpreted culturally and how they responded to victory in 1945 and hopes of a new social order.
This fascinating book draws widely on primary source material and personal accounts of inspiring
courage and endurance.
  first and second world wars: British Children's Fiction in the Second World War Owen
Dudley Edwards, 2007-08-01 What children read in the Second World War had an immense effect on
how they came of age as they faced the new world. This time was unique for British
children--parental controls were often relaxed if not absent, and the radio and reading assumed
greater significance for most children than they had in the more structured past or were to do in the
more crowded future. Owen Dudley Edwards discusses reading, children's radio, comics, films and
book-related play-activity in relation to value systems, the child's perspective versus the adult's
perspective, the development of sophistication, retention and loss of pre-war attitudes and their
post-war fate. British literature is placed in a wider context through a consideration of what British
writing reached the USA, and vice versa, and also through an exploration of wartime Europe as it
was shown to British children. Questions of leadership, authority, individualism, community,
conformity, urban-rural division, ageism, class, race, and gender awareness are explored. In this
incredibly broad-ranging book, covering over 100 writers, Owen Dudley Edwards looks at the



literary inheritance when the war broke out and asks whether children's literary diet was altered in
the war temporarily or permanently. Concerned with the effects of the war as a whole on what
children could read during the war and what they made of it, he reveals the implications of this for
the world they would come to inhabit.
  first and second world wars: The Jewish Experience of the First World War Edward Madigan,
Gideon Reuveni, 2018-11-27 This book explores the variety of social and political phenomena that
combined to the make the First World War a key turning point in the Jewish experience of the
twentieth century. Just decades after the experience of intense persecution and struggle for
recognition that marked the end of the nineteenth century, Jewish men and women across the globe
found themselves drawn into a conflict of unprecedented violence and destruction. The frenzied
military, social, and cultural mobilisation of European societies between 1914 and 1918, along with
the outbreak of revolution in Russia and the collapse of the Ottoman Empire in the Middle East had
a profound impact on Jewish communities worldwide. The First World War thus constitutes a
seminal but surprisingly under-researched moment in the evolution of modern Jewish history. The
essays gathered together in this ground-breaking volume explore the ways in which Jewish
communities across Europe and the wider world experienced, interpreted and remembered the ‘war
to end all wars’.
  first and second world wars: Military Effectiveness: Volume 3, The Second World War
Allan R. Millett, Williamson Murray, 2010-08-09 This three-volume study examines the questions
raised by the performance of the military institutions of France, Germany, Russia, the United States,
Great Britain, Japan, and Italy in the period from 1914 to 1945. Leading military historians deal with
the different national approaches to war and military power at the tactical, operational, strategic,
and political levels. They form the basis for a fundamental re-examination of how military
organizations have performed in the first half of the twentieth century. Volume 3 covers World War
II. Volumes 1 and 2 address address World War I and the interwar period, respectively. Now in a
new edition, with a new introduction by the editors, these classic volumes will remain invaluable for
military historians and social scientists in their examination of national security and military issues.
They will also be essential reading for future military leaders at Staff and War Colleges.
  first and second world wars: The Outbreak of the First World War Hew Strachan, 2004
Professor Strachan brings his trademark clarity of thought and lucid expository style to bear on the
long-contested ground of the causes of the First World War.
  first and second world wars: The First World War Martin Gilbert, 2018-09-01 A stunning
achievement of research and storytelling that weaves together the major fronts of WWI into a single,
sweeping narrative ( Publishers Weekly, starred review). It was to be the war to end all wars, and it
began at 11:15 on the morning of June 28, 1914, in an outpost of the Austro-Hungarian Empire
called Sarajevo. It would officially end nearly five years later. Unofficially, however, it has never
ended: Many of the horrors we live with today are rooted in the First World War. The Great War left
millions of civilians and soldiers maimed or dead. It also saw the creation of new technologies of
destruction: tanks, planes, and submarines; machine guns and field artillery; poison gas and
chemical warfare. It introduced U-boat packs and strategic bombing, unrestricted war on civilians
and mistreatment of prisoners. But the war changed our world in far more fundamental ways than
these. In its wake, empires toppled, monarchies fell, and whole populations lost their national
identities. As political systems and geographic boundaries were realigned, the social order shifted
seismically. Manners and cultural norms; literature and the arts; education and class distinctions; all
underwent a vast sea change. As historian Martin Gilbert demonstrates in this majestic opus of
historical synthesis, the twentieth century can be said to have been born on that fateful morning in
June of 1914 ( Publishers Weekly, starred review). One of the first books that anyone should read . . .
to try to understand this war and this century. — The New York Times Book Review
  first and second world wars: The First World War Hew Strachan, 2005-04-05 “This serious,
compact survey of the war’s history stands out as the most well-informed, accessible work
available.” (Los Angeles Times) Nearly a century has passed since the outbreak of World War I, yet



as military historian Hew Strachan (winner of the 2016 Pritzker Literature Award) argues in this
brilliant and authoritative new book, the legacy of the “war to end all wars” is with us still. The First
World War was a truly global conflict from the start, with many of the most decisive battles fought in
or directly affecting the Balkans, Africa, and the Ottoman Empire. Even more than World War II, the
First World War continues to shape the politics and international relations of our world, especially in
hot spots like the Middle East and the Balkans. Strachan has done a masterful job of reexamining
the causes, the major campaigns, and the consequences of the First World War, compressing a
lifetime of knowledge into a single definitive volume tailored for the general reader. Written in crisp,
compelling prose and enlivened with extraordinarily vivid photographs and detailed maps, The First
World War re-creates this world-altering conflict both on and off the battlefield—the clash of
ideologies between the colonial powers at the center of the war, the social and economic unrest that
swept Europe both before and after, the military strategies employed with stunning success and
tragic failure in the various theaters of war, the terms of peace and why it didn’t last. Drawing on
material culled from many countries, Strachan offers a fresh, clear-sighted perspective on how the
war not only redrew the map of the world but also set in motion the most dangerous conflicts of
today. Deeply learned, powerfully written, and soon to be released with a new introduction that
commemorates the hundredth anniversary of the outbreak of the war, The First World War remains
a landmark of contemporary history.
  first and second world wars: Origins of the First World War Gordon Martel, 2016-10-04
Origins of the First World War summarizes the policies, issues and crises that brought Europe to
war in 1914. Examining the strategic and political problems that confronted each of the great
powers and the way in which social and economic factors influenced the decision-making process,
Martel discusses the position of each power and their place in the system of alliances which
dominated international politics. The fourth edition has been revised and updated throughout to
incorporate the body of new scholarship that has appeared since the hundredth anniversary of the
outbreak of war. In a clear and accessible manner, it explains: how and why the alliance system was
created how alliances led to a network of complicated strategic commitments how an escalating
series of international crises from the turn of the century fuelled preparations for war why the
peculiarities of the Balkan situation are essential in understanding the outbreak of war in 1914. This
book also includes an updated Guide to Further Reading, Who’s Who of important figures and
Glossary of key terms, and the selection of documents has been expanded to include the key treaties
as well as evidence of popular militarism and nationalism. Concise, accessible and analytical, it is
essential introductory reading for all students interested in the origins of the First World War.
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