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Figurative Language IEP Goals: Supporting Students’ Understanding of Expressive Language

figurative language iep goals are an essential component of many individualized education programs (IEPs),
especially for students who struggle with language comprehension and expression. Figurative language—such
as metaphors, similes, idioms, and personification—adds color and depth to communication but can also pose
significant challenges for learners with language impairments, autism spectrum disorder, or other cognitive
difficulties. Crafting effective IEP goals that target figurative language skills can empower students to
better understand nuanced communication, improve their reading comprehension, and enhance social interactions.

In this article, we’ll explore how to develop meaningful figurative language IEP goals, why they matter, and
practical strategies educators and therapists can use to help students master these often tricky language
elements.

Why Focus on Figurative Language in IEPs?

Figurative language enriches everyday speech and writing, allowing people to express ideas vividly and
creatively. However, students with language-based learning challenges often take things literally, missing the
implied meanings behind common expressions. For example, a student might interpret “it’s raining cats and dogs” as
a bizarre weather event rather than heavy rain. This misunderstanding can lead to confusion, frustration, and
social miscommunication.

Incorporating figurative language goals into an IEP targets these comprehension gaps, promoting both academic
success and social competence. It also supports critical thinking skills as students learn to infer meanings
beyond the literal words.

The Role of Figurative Language in Academic Achievement

Many standardized tests and classroom activities include figurative language elements. Literature, poetry, and
even science texts often use metaphors and analogies to explain complex concepts. Without a solid grasp of
figurative expressions, students may struggle to interpret reading passages, respond to questions, or
participate in discussions.

By setting figurative language goals in an IEP, educators can help students decode these expressions, improving
reading comprehension and overall academic performance.

Crafting Effective Figurative Language IEP Goals

Developing clear, measurable, and attainable IEP goals related to figurative language is critical for tracking
student progress and guiding instruction. Here are some tips to consider when writing these goals:

1. Assess the Student’s Current Level of Understanding

Before writing goals, conduct assessments or observations to identify which types of figurative language the
student struggles with. Is the challenge mostly with idioms, similes, metaphors, or all of the above? Gathering
this data ensures goals are tailored to the student’s specific needs.



2. Use Specific and Measurable Objectives

Goals should clearly state what the student will do, under what conditions, and how success will be
measured. For example, “Given a list of ten common idioms, the student will identify the intended meaning of at
least 8 idioms with 80% accuracy in three consecutive sessions.”

3. Incorporate Functional and Social Language

Figurative language isn’t just academic—it’s a vital part of daily social interactions. Goals can target
understanding and using figurative expressions in conversations, helping students navigate social nuances more
effectively.

4. Set Realistic Timeframes

Consider how long it might realistically take for the student to master a particular skill, and set goals
accordingly. Short-term objectives can scaffold toward broader long-term goals.

Examples of Figurative Language IEP Goals

To give you a better sense of how these goals might look in practice, here are some sample objectives that
target different aspects of figurative language comprehension and use:

Metaphor comprehension: “When presented with a metaphor in a grade-level text, the student will explain
the figurative meaning with 75% accuracy in four out of five trials.”

Simile identification: “The student will identify similes in spoken or written sentences and describe the
comparison being made in 4 out of 5 opportunities.”

Idiomatic expressions: “Given a list of idioms, the student will match each idiom to its correct meaning
with 80% accuracy.”

Using figurative language in speech: “The student will incorporate at least one appropriate simile or
metaphor in spontaneous oral language during a structured conversation.”

Each goal is designed to be measurable and focused, allowing educators to monitor progress and adjust
instruction as needed.

Instructional Strategies to Support Figurative Language Learning

Meeting figurative language IEP goals requires thoughtful teaching approaches that engage students and make
abstract concepts more concrete.

Use Visual Supports and Graphic Organizers



Visual aids such as Venn diagrams, charts, and illustrated examples can help students grasp the relationship
between literal and figurative meanings. For instance, a graphic organizer comparing a metaphor to its literal
counterpart can clarify understanding.

Contextualize Figurative Language

Teaching expressions within stories, conversations, or real-life scenarios enables students to see how
figurative language functions naturally. Role-playing or social stories incorporating idioms and metaphors
can make learning more meaningful.

Explicit Teaching and Repetition

Many students benefit from direct instruction that breaks down figurative expressions into manageable parts.
Repeated exposure and practice help reinforce comprehension and recall.

Incorporate Technology and Multimedia

Interactive apps, videos, and online games focused on figurative language can provide engaging practice
opportunities. Using multimedia also appeals to diverse learning styles.

Collaborating with Families and Other Professionals

Figurative language development doesn’t happen solely in the classroom. Collaboration with parents, speech-
language pathologists, and other team members is key.

Empowering Parents to Reinforce Learning

Parents can support figurative language skills at home by discussing idioms and metaphors found in books, TV
shows, or everyday conversations. Providing families with lists of common figurative expressions and tips for
explaining them encourages consistent practice.

Speech-Language Pathologists as Partners

SLPs often play a vital role in addressing figurative language deficits. Coordinating goals and strategies
between educators and therapists ensures cohesive support tailored to the student’s needs.

Tracking Progress and Adjusting Goals

Regular monitoring of a student’s progress toward figurative language IEP goals allows for timely
adjustments. Data collection methods might include:

Performance on assessments or quizzes focused on figurative expressions



Observations of the student’s use and comprehension during classroom activities

Self-reporting or reflections from the student on their understanding

If a student is not making expected gains, goals may need to be revised for increased support or alternative
approaches.

Figurative language is a fascinating and vital part of communication that, when mastered, opens doors to
richer reading experiences and more nuanced social interactions. By thoughtfully incorporating figurative
language IEP goals into educational plans, we can help students overcome barriers and become confident,
expressive communicators.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are figurative language IEP goals?

Figurative language IEP goals are specific objectives set in an Individualized Education Program to help
students understand and use figurative language such as metaphors, similes, idioms, and personification.

Why are figurative language IEP goals important for students?

These goals are important because understanding figurative language enhances reading comprehension, critical
thinking, and communication skills, which are essential for academic success.

How can educators assess a student's understanding of figurative language
in an IEP?

Educators can assess understanding through reading passages containing figurative language, asking students
to interpret meanings, create their own examples, and apply figurative language in writing or speech.

Can you provide an example of a measurable figurative language IEP goal?

Yes. For example: 'By the end of the semester, the student will identify and explain the meaning of similes and
metaphors in grade-level texts with 80% accuracy in 4 out of 5 trials.'

What strategies help students achieve figurative language IEP goals?

Strategies include explicit teaching of figurative language types, using visual aids, providing contextual
examples, interactive activities, and repeated practice in reading and writing.

How can parents support figurative language IEP goals at home?

Parents can support by reading books with figurative language, discussing meanings of phrases, encouraging use
of figurative expressions in conversation, and reinforcing skills through games and activities.

Are figurative language IEP goals suitable for all grade levels?

Yes, but the complexity of the goals should be age-appropriate, with simpler figurative language like similes for
younger students and more complex forms such as idioms and symbolism for older students.



How do figurative language IEP goals align with Common Core standards?

These goals align by targeting language comprehension and usage skills, which are emphasized in Common Core
standards related to reading literature and language proficiency.

What challenges might students face when working on figurative language
IEP goals?

Challenges include difficulty interpreting non-literal meanings, limited vocabulary, abstract thinking skills, and
transferring understanding to new contexts.

How can technology be used to support figurative language IEP goals?

Technology tools such as interactive apps, online games, and multimedia resources can provide engaging
practice and visual explanations to help students grasp figurative language concepts.

Additional Resources
Figurative Language IEP Goals: Enhancing Comprehension and Expression in Special Education

figurative language iep goals represent a critical yet often overlooked component in Individualized Education
Programs (IEPs) for students with language-based learning disabilities, autism spectrum disorder (ASD), or
other communication challenges. Figurative language—encompassing metaphors, similes, idioms, personification,
and hyperbole—plays a pivotal role in everyday communication and academic success. Yet, many students with
special needs struggle to grasp these abstract concepts, resulting in difficulties with reading comprehension,
social interactions, and expressive language skills. Addressing figurative language through tailored IEP goals
is therefore essential for fostering holistic language development and improving educational outcomes.

This article delves into the significance of figurative language IEP goals, exploring best practices for
assessment, goal formulation, and intervention strategies. It also examines the impact of targeted figurative
language instruction on students’ linguistic and cognitive growth, offering educators and specialists
actionable insights grounded in current research.

Understanding Figurative Language Challenges in Special Education

Figurative language often requires inferential thinking, contextual interpretation, and an ability to move
beyond literal meanings. For neurotypical children, mastering idiomatic expressions or metaphors typically
emerges naturally through exposure and social interactions. However, students with communication disorders,
such as those with language impairments, ASD, or intellectual disabilities, frequently encounter significant
barriers.

These students may:

Interpret figurative expressions literally, leading to misunderstandings.

Struggle to identify nonliteral meanings, especially in ambiguous contexts.

Have difficulty using figurative language expressively in speech or writing.

Face challenges in social communication due to misinterpretation of sarcasm, humor, or idioms.



Such challenges can impede academic comprehension—particularly in literature or standardized testing—and
social integration. Consequently, addressing figurative language deficits within IEP frameworks is paramount.

Why Include Figurative Language in IEP Goals?

Incorporating figurative language objectives into IEPs acknowledges the multifaceted nature of language
proficiency. Beyond decoding words, students must understand nuanced meanings to fully engage with
curriculum content and peer interactions. Figurative language competence enhances:

Reading comprehension: Many literary texts rely heavily on metaphors, similes, and idiomatic expressions.

Written expression: Creative and expository writing benefit from appropriate figurative language use.

Social communication: Understanding humor, sarcasm, and implied meanings fosters better peer
relationships.

Cognitive flexibility: Interpreting figurative language encourages abstract thinking and problem-solving
skills.

IEP goals targeting figurative language can thus bridge gaps in language proficiency and support broader
academic and social development.

Crafting Effective Figurative Language IEP Goals

Designing figurative language goals requires careful consideration of the student’s current abilities,
educational context, and communication needs. Effective goals are measurable, achievable, and aligned with
standards for language development.

Assessment as a Foundation

Before goal-setting, comprehensive assessment is essential. Evaluators should use standardized tests, informal
observations, and language sampling to determine:

The student’s baseline understanding of various figurative language types.

The ability to infer meaning from context clues.

Expressive use of figurative language in spoken and written forms.

Tools such as the Test of Language Competence (TLC) or targeted subtests within broader assessments can
provide valuable data. Additionally, dynamic assessment approaches—where examiners scaffold and gauge
learning potential—can inform goal formulation by identifying specific areas of difficulty.

Examples of Figurative Language IEP Goals



IEP goals should be tailored to individual student profiles but may include the following exemplars:

Given a list of idiomatic expressions, the student will accurately explain the nonliteral meaning of at1.
least 80% of the idioms by the end of the IEP period.

When presented with sentences containing similes or metaphors, the student will identify and interpret the2.
figurative language with 75% accuracy in 4 out of 5 trials.

In structured writing assignments, the student will incorporate at least two types of figurative3.
language devices appropriately in context, with minimal prompting, in 3 consecutive assignments.

During social skills groups, the student will demonstrate understanding of sarcasm and humor by4.
responding appropriately in 4 out of 5 opportunities.

These goals emphasize measurable outcomes and span receptive and expressive language domains.

Intervention Strategies to Support Figurative Language
Development

Once goals are established, educators and speech-language pathologists (SLPs) employ targeted
interventions to promote figurative language comprehension and use.

Explicit Instruction and Modeling

Many students benefit from direct teaching of figurative language concepts. This includes:

Defining and explaining different types of figurative language.

Using visual aids and graphic organizers to illustrate abstract ideas.

Providing multiple examples and non-examples to clarify meanings.

Modeling appropriate interpretation and usage in both speech and writing.

Explicit instruction helps demystify figurative language and reduces reliance on guesswork.

Contextualized Practice

Learning is more effective when students practice figurative language in meaningful contexts. This can entail:

Analyzing figurative language in age-appropriate stories or poems.

Engaging in role-play scenarios that incorporate idiomatic expressions.

Writing creative compositions that encourage figurative language use.



Utilizing multimedia resources such as videos or songs containing figurative speech.

Contextualized exposure reinforces understanding and generalization.

Collaborative and Multidisciplinary Approaches

Since figurative language intersects with literacy, social skills, and language therapy, collaboration among
educators, SLPs, and families enhances outcomes. Joint planning ensures consistency and reinforcement across
settings.

Challenges and Considerations in Implementing Figurative Language
IEP Goals

Despite the recognized importance, figurative language objectives can be challenging to implement.

Variability in Student Profiles

The wide spectrum of language abilities demands individualized approaches. Some students may require simplified
figurative language forms before progressing to more complex expressions, while others may need repeated
exposure or alternative modalities.

Measurement Difficulties

Assessing progress with figurative language can be subjective. Educators must carefully design assessment
tools that capture subtle improvements and avoid overgeneralization.

Resource Constraints

Limited time, training, or materials may hinder comprehensive figurative language instruction. Schools may need
to prioritize professional development or integrate figurative language goals within broader language
curricula.

The Impact of Figurative Language Goals on Student Outcomes

Research underscores that targeted figurative language intervention can significantly improve students’
language comprehension and social communication abilities. Studies indicate gains in:

Reading comprehension scores, particularly in literature and narrative texts.

Expressive language richness and creativity.

Peer interaction quality and pragmatic language use.



Moreover, developing figurative language skills supports cognitive flexibility, promoting higher-order thinking
essential for academic success.

As education shifts toward inclusive and individualized instruction, integrating figurative language IEP goals
represents both a challenge and an opportunity. When effectively addressed, these goals empower students to
navigate complex linguistic landscapes and participate more fully in academic and social environments.

Figurative Language Iep Goals

  figurative language iep goals: IEP Goal Writing for Speech-Language Pathologists Lydia
Kopel, Elissa Kilduff, 2020-06-15 IEP Goal Writing for Speech-Language Pathologists: Utilizing State
Standards, Second Edition familiarizes the speech-language pathologist (SLP) with specific Early
Learning Standards (ELS) and Common Core State Standards (CCSS) as well as the
speech-language skills necessary for students to be successful with the school curriculum. It also
describes how to write defensible Individualized Education Plan (IEP) goals that are related to the
ELS and CCSS. SLPs work through a set of steps to determine a student's speech-language needs.
First, an SLP needs to determine what speech-language skills are necessary for mastery of specific
standards. Then, the SLP determines what prerequisite skills are involved for each targeted
speech-language skill. Finally, there is a determination of which Steps to Mastery need to be
followed. It is through this process that an SLP and team of professionals can appropriately develop
interventions and an effective IEP. The text takes an in-depth look at the following speech-language
areas: vocabulary, questions, narrative skills/summarize, compare and contrast, main idea and
details, critical thinking, pragmatics, syntax and morphology, and articulation and phonological
processes. These areas were selected because they are the most commonly addressed skills of
intervention for students aged 3 to 21 with all levels of functioning. For each listed area, the text
analyzes the prerequisite skills and the corresponding Steps to Mastery. It provides a unique,
step-by-step process for transforming the Steps to Mastery into defensible IEP goals. The key is to
remember that the goal must be understandable, doable, measurable, and achievable. This text
provides clear guidelines of quantifiable building blocks to achieve specific goals defined by the
student's IEP. School-based SLPs are instrumental in helping students develop speech and language
skills essential for mastery of the curriculum and standards. All SLPs working with school-aged
children in public schools, private practice, or outpatient clinics will benefit from the information in
this text. New to the Second Edition: * Ten Speech and Language Checklists for determining speech
and language needs of an individual, 3–21 years of age, as well as measuring progress. * Material on
measuring progress including five performance updates. * Goal writing case studies for four
students of different ages and skill levels. * A thoroughly updated chapter on writing goals with
up-to-date examples. * Revised Prerequisite Skills and Steps to Mastery to reflect the current state
of research. * Expanded focus on evidence-based practice. Disclaimer: Please note that ancillary
content (such as documents, audio, and video, etc.) may not be included as published in the original
print version of this book.
  figurative language iep goals: From Gobbledygook to Clearly Written Annual IEP Goals
Barbara D. Bateman, 2011-02-17 Writing IEP goals is easier once the steps are revealed by Dr.
Barbara Bateman in her latest bookWriting clear, measurable annual IEP goals is a difficult skill to
master. The good news is that goal writing is easy once the steps are revealed.
  figurative language iep goals: The IEP from A to Z Diane Twachtman-Cullen, Jennifer
Twachtman-Bassett, 2011-03-21 A truly comprehensive, teacher- and parent-friendly guide to
creating clear and effective IEPs With the skyrocketing diagnoses of ADHD, autism spectrum
disorders, and related conditions in U.S. schools, there is a growing need for information on creating
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effective IEPs for exceptional students. The IEP From A to Z is a step-by-step guide showing
teachers and parents how to get the right education plan in place for students with ADHD,
Autism/Asperger's, Emotional/Behavioral Disturbance, and related conditions. Provides
easy-to-understand explanations of the special education process along with a wealth of sample
effective IEPs Explains what is most important for educators and parents to keep in mind during IEP
development Provides content area-specific sample goal and objective templates, general teaching
tips for maintaining the IEP, and useful resources From nationally recognized experts in the special
education field, this book guides readers through the process of writing thoughtful, intelligent
Individualized Education Plans that deliver high-quality, need-based educational programming to
exceptional students.
  figurative language iep goals: Language Disorders from Infancy Through Adolescence -
E-Book Rhea Paul, Courtenay Norbury, 2012-01-14 Language Disorders from Infancy Through
Adolescence, 4th Edition is the go-to text for all the information you need to properly assess
childhood language disorders and provide appropriate treatment. This core resource spans the
entire developmental period through adolescence, and uses a descriptive-developmental approach to
present basic concepts and vocabulary, an overview of key issues and controversies, the scope of
communicative difficulties that make up child language disorders, and information on how language
pathologists approach the assessment and intervention processes. This new edition also features
significant updates in research, trends, instruction best practices, and social skills assessment.
Comprehensive text covers the entire developmental period through adolescence. Clinical
application focus featuring case studies, clinical vignettes, and suggested projects helps you apply
concepts to professional practice. Straightforward, conversational writing style makes this book easy
to read and understand. More than 230 tables and boxes summarize important information such as
dialogue examples, sample assessment plans, assessment and intervention principles, activities, and
sample transcripts. UNIQUE! Practice exercises with sample transcripts allow you to apply different
methods of analysis. UNIQUE! Helpful study guides at the end of each chapter help you review and
apply what you have learned. Versatile text is perfect for a variety of language disorder courses, and
serves as a great reference tool for professional practitioners. Highly regarded lead author Rhea
Paul lends her expertise in diagnosing and managing pediatric language disorders. Communication
development milestones are printed on the inside front cover for quick access. Chapter objectives
summarize what you can expect to learn in each chapter. Updated content features the latest
research, theories, trends and techniques in the field. Information on autism incorporated
throughout the text Best practices in preliteracy and literacy instruction The role of the
speech-language pathologist on school literacy teams and in response to intervention New reference
sources Student/Professional Resources on Evolve include an image bank, video clips, and
references linked to PubMed.
  figurative language iep goals: Common Core State Standards and the Speech-Language
Pathologist Lissa A. Power-deFur, 2015-10-01 Common Core State Standards and the
Speech-Language Pathologist: Standards-Based Intervention for Special Populations is a tool for the
analysis of the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) and the development of interventions to meet
student-specific needs. The CCSS is an education initiative in the United States that details what
K-12 students should understand in English language arts and mathematics by the end of each
grade. The initiative seeks to establish consistent education standards across the United States and
ensure that graduating students are prepared to enter college or the workforce. As of 2015,
forty-three states had adopted the CCSS. With the implementation of the CCSS, it is critical that
speech-language pathologists collaborate with educators to enable the success of students with
communication disorders as well as English language learners. This text offers a practical approach
for application of the CCSS with a parallel analysis of children's strengths and needs to create a
template for intervention. It addresses strategies to facilitate the success of students in accessing
and achieving the expectations of the general curriculum, with a focus on students with
communication disorders, hearing loss, vision loss, deaf-blindness, specific learning disabilities,



autism, multiple disabilities, and English language learners. Key features include: Background and
implications of the CCSSChapters written by experts in the fieldTools for analysis of the language
expectations of the CCSS and a framework for aligning intervention (both direct and
classroom-based) with the CCSS for students at elementary and secondary levelsCollaboration
strategies to facilitate success in the classroomMultiple case studies Common Core State Standards
and the Speech-Language Pathologist is a must-have resource for any speech-language pathologist
working with children, as well as their education and administration partners.
  figurative language iep goals: The Essential Guide to RTI Silvia L. DeRuvo, 2010-08-13 A
practical, hands-on guide that helps teachers fulfill the promise of RTI Filled with practical tools and
step-by-step guidelines, this book shows teachers how to implement RTI effectively. This valuable
resource helps teachers assess a school's or classroom's readiness to begin the implementation
process, and offers extensive resources to help educators identify appropriate screening and
progress monitoring tools for students. DeRuvo provides dozens of effective research-based
interventions and instructional strategies that teachers can implement immediately in their
classrooms, and offers guidelines for selecting additional curricula and strategies to support
students with diverse needs. Includes easy and efficient progress monitoring strategies to measure
RTI effectiveness Written by veteran educator and active teacher trainer, Silva DeRuvo Provides
helpful advice for effective collaboration between teachers The book includes strategies for joint
curriculum mapping, as well as for measuring student mastery of identified content area standards.
  figurative language iep goals: Writing Useful, Accessible, and Legally Defensible
Psychoeducational Reports Michael Hass, Jeanne Anne Carriere, 2014-03-24 PRACTICAL
GUIDANCE ON WRITING USEFUL, ACCESSIBLE, AND LEGALLY DEFENSIBLE
PSYCHOEDUCATIONAL REPORTS From clearly identifying reasons for referral to making
recommendations based on assessment results, Writing Useful, Accessible, and Legally Defensible
Psychoeducational Reports offers practical guidance for creating reports that enhance the
understanding of children and their strengths and challenges in order to better meet their
educational and functional needs. The authors offer step-by-step guidelines for developing an
assessment plan in a collaborative process with parents, teachers, and other professionals, choosing
appropriate assessment and data collection tools, gathering relevant information, and providing
clear and feasible individualized recommendations that directly respond to referral concerns in a
format easily understood by parents and teachers. Ideal for graduate students in school psychology,
school psychologists, and other professionals in related fields who work with children in a school
setting, Writing Useful, Accessible, and Legally Defensible Psychoeducational Reports: Provides
specific suggestions for increasing the usefulness and accessibility of reports including readability,
positive phrasing, and vocabulary Illustrates how to develop well-formed questions and how to
choose assessment tools to answer referral questions Reviews the legal mandates of report writing
and discusses what must be included Demonstrates how to accurately document and integrate data
from record review, interviews, observations, and tests Discusses how the use of the referral-based
consultative assessment and report writing model can promote more active involvement in
collaboration, prevention, and intervention Features numerous real-world cases, helpful checklists,
examples of question-driven referral reports, and a model interview protocol
  figurative language iep goals: Designing Comprehensive Interventions for High-functioning
Individuals with Autism Spectrum Disorders Ruth Aspy, Barry G. Grossman, 2012 This textbook
presents a process and framework for designing interventions for individuals of all ages with ASD
while staying consistent with recent special education trends, including response to intervention
(RTI), evidence-based practices, and positive behavioral supports. The Ziggurat Model 2.0 is updated
and expanded with the latest research and a new version of the Underlying Characteristics Checklist
for Early Intervention (UCC-EI).
  figurative language iep goals: Special Education in Contemporary Society, 4e � Media
Edition Richard M. Gargiulo, 2011-08-26 In the Fourth Edition Media Update of Special Education
in Contemporary Society, author Richard Gargiulo provides a highly readable and research-based



introduction to special education. This book is based on the author's belief that teachers need more
than just academic knowledge about exceptionality—they need an awareness and understanding of
the human side of students with special needs and their families. The Fourth Edition Media Update
can be packaged with an Interactive eBook that offers new video clips of educators, parents, and
individuals with special needs talking about their experiences. Icons appear throughout the Media
Update linking the book to the interactive eBook features.
  figurative language iep goals: Special Education Transition Services for Students with
Disabilities Jeffrey P. Bakken, Festus E. Obiakor, 2019-11-26 This book discusses the considerable
challenges students with disabilities conquer in education, varying from relationships with teachers
and academics, learning resources, and everyday social situations.
  figurative language iep goals: Strategies for Promoting Independence and Literacy for Deaf
Learners With Disabilities Neild, Nena Raschelle, Graham, Patrick Joseph, 2023-05-18 There is a
need in the current educational field to develop classroom strategies and environments that support
deaf learners. It is critical for educators to understand the best practices and challenges within deaf
education in order to provide these learners with a thorough education. Strategies for Promoting
Independence and Literacy for Deaf Learners With Disabilities provides teachers with information
and strategies to support deaf learners with disabilities. It also discusses background information on
special education law and topics related to transition. Covering key topics such as social skills,
technology, communication, and classroom environments, this premier reference source is ideal for
policymakers, administrators, researchers, academicians, scholars, practitioners, instructors,
preservice teachers, teacher educators, and students.
  figurative language iep goals: Academic Outcomes in Inclusive and Non-inclusive
Special Education Programs for Adolescents with Autism Spectrum Disorders Jennifer Kurth,
2008
  figurative language iep goals: The Ziggurat Model Ruth Aspy, Barry G. Grossman, 2011 This
book presents a process and framework for designing interventions for individuals of all ages with
ASD, while staying consistent with current trends in education, including response to intervention
(RTI), evidence-based practices, and positive behavioral supports.
  figurative language iep goals: The Educator's Guide to Teaching Students With Autism
Spectrum Disorders Josefa Ben-Arieh, Helen J. Miller, 2009-03-18 Use this guide to identify
students with ASD, organize the classroom; manage time; promote independence, communication,
and appropriate behaviors; and select visual strategies, tools, and curriculum resources.
  figurative language iep goals: Assessing Students in the Margin Michael Russell, Maureen
Kavanaugh, 2011-02-01 The importance of student assessment, particularly for summative purposes,
has increased greatly over the past thirty years. At the same time, emphasis on including all
students in assessment programs has also increased. Assessment programs, whether they are
large-scale, district-based, or teacher developed, have traditionally attempted to assess students
using a single instrument administered to students under the same conditions. Educators and test
developers, however, are increasingly acknowledging that this practice does not result in valid
information, inferences, and decisions for all students. This problem is particularly true for students
in the margins, whose characteristics and needs differ from what the public thinks of as the general
population of students. Increasingly, educators, educational leaders, and test developers are seeking
strategies, techniques, policies, and guidelines for assessing students for whom standard assessment
instruments do not function well. Whether used for high-stakes decisions or classroom-based
formative decisions, the most critical element of any educational assessment is validity. Developing
and administering assessment instruments that provide valid measures and allow for valid
inferences and decisions for all groups of students presents a major challenge for today’s
assessment programs. Over the past few decades, several national policies have sparked research
and development efforts that aim to increase test validity for students in the margins. This book
explores recent developments and efforts in three important areas. The first section focuses on
strategies for improving test validity through the provision of test accommodations. The second



section focuses on alternate and modified assessments. Federal policies now allow testing programs
to develop and administer alternate assessments for students who have not been exposed to
grade-level content, and thus are not expected to demonstrate proficiency on grade-level
assessments. A separate policy allows testing programs to develop modified assessments that will
provided more useful information about achievement for a small percentage of students who are
exposed to grade-level content but for whom the standard form of the grade-level test does not
provide a valid measure of achievement. These policies are complex and can be confusing for
educators who are not familiar with their details. The chapters in the second section unpack these
policies and explore the implications these policies have for test design. The third and final section
of the book examines how principles of Universal Design can be applied to improve test validity for
all students. Collectively, this volume presents a comprehensive examination of the several issues
that present challenges for assessing the achievement of all students. While our understanding of
how to overcome these challenges continues to evolve, the lessons, strategies, and avenues for
future research explored in this book empower educators, test developers, and testing programs
with a deeper understanding of how we can improve assessments for students in the margins.
  figurative language iep goals: Enhancing Communication Skills of Deaf & Hard of Hearing
Children in the Mainstream James J. Mahshie, 2005 With many children who are deaf or hard of
hearing now integrated in mainstream classroom settings, speech-language pathologists and
school-based clinicians are encountering this population in growing numbers. This book is designed
to help clinicians who may have little or no experience with this population to understand its unique
communication needs and develop clinical skills for working with them. It takes a holistic view of
children who are deaf or hard of hearing and stresses the child as a communicator rather than
focusing on the disorder itself, and provides a useful framework for viewing and assessing children's
communication abilities and goals at all stages of language development. It also includes specific
assessment and treatment techniques to help develop and improve communication skills in order to
maximize this populations' potential for learning.
  figurative language iep goals: The Many Half-Lived Lives of Sam Sylvester Maya
MacGregor, 2023-05-09 An Andre Norton Nebula Award for Middle Grade and Young Adult Fiction
Nominee “Look no further for your next favorite read, because The Many Half-Lived Lives of Sam
Sylvester has it all: a gripping murder mystery that will keep you turning pages, ghosts, romance,
and a treasure trove of queer characters with depth and heart. Here’s something rare—a
suspenseful story that also feels like a hug.” —Sarah Glenn Marsh, author of the Reign of the Fallen
series In this queer contemporary YA mystery, a nonbinary autistic teen realizes they must not only
solve a 30-year-old mystery but also face the demons lurking in their past in order to live a satisfying
life. Sam Sylvester has long collected stories of half-lived lives—of kids who died before they turned
nineteen. Sam was almost one of those kids. Now, as Sam’s own nineteenth birthday approaches,
their recent near-death experience haunts them. They’re certain they don’t have much time left. . . .
But Sam's life seems to be on the upswing after meeting several new friends and a potential love
interest in Shep, their next-door neighbor. Yet the past keeps roaring back—in Sam’s memories and
in the form of a thirty-year-old suspicious death that took place in Sam’s new home. Sam can’t resist
trying to find out more about the kid who died and who now seems to guide their investigation.
When Sam starts receiving threatening notes, they know they’re on the path to uncovering a
murderer. But are they digging through the past or digging their own future grave? The Many
Half-Lived Lives of Sam Sylvester explores healing in the aftermath of trauma and the fullness of
queer joy.
  figurative language iep goals: Handbook of Treatment Planning for Children with
Autism and Other Neurodevelopmental Disorders Pamela McPherson, 2022-10-25 This
handbook addresses treatment planning for children with autism spectrum disorder (ASD) and other
neurodevelopmental disabilities (NDDs) using a medical home perspective. It examines the medical
home model, which has been promoted as the standard of care by the American Academy of
Pediatrics since 2002, emphasizing collaboration between patients, families, and providers to



optimize care. The handbook addresses treatment planning, including the coordination of the care
provided by multiple specialists with a clear, shared vision for maximizing each child’s potential. Key
areas of coverage include: · Elements of treatment planning, history of the medical home model,
documentation, and strategies to facilitate communication. · Goals of treatment from the
perspectives of the family, person served, care providers, and fiscal and regulatory bodies. · Role of
each specialist, highlighting the most common conditions experienced by children with ASD and
other NDD with expectations for assessment and treatment. · Detailed recommendations for making
referrals and assisting the child and family in preparing for appointments. The Handbook of
Treatment Planning for Children with Autism Spectrum Disorder and Other Neurodevelopmental
Disabilities is a must-have resource for researchers, professors, and graduate students as well as
clinicians, therapists, and other professionals across such interrelated disciplines as clinical child,
school, and developmental psychology, child and adolescent psychiatry, social work, rehabilitation
medicine/therapy, pediatrics, and special education.
  figurative language iep goals: Designing Rubrics for K-6 Classroom Assessment Debbie
Rickards, Earl H. Cheek, 1999 The role of rubrics in assessing student progress is explained.
Information and examples on how to develop rubrics to fit your needs are also provided.
  figurative language iep goals: Reading Assessment Melissa Lee Farrall, 2012-06-05 A
groundbreaking integrated approach to reading assessment that addresses each child's unique
Learning Profile Fifteen to twenty percent of our nation's children have reading difficulties.
Educational evalua-tors must be able to use progress monitoring and diagnostic tools effectively to
identify students who may be at risk, evaluate the effectiveness of school-wide reading programs,
and suggest interventions that will improve reading skills. Written from a strengths-based
perspective, Reading Assessment: Linking Language, Literacy, and Cognition is the first book of its
kind to present a research-based, integrated review of reading, cognition, and oral language testing
and assessment. Author Melissa Lee Farrall explores the theoretical underpinnings of reading,
language, and literacy, explains the background of debates surrounding these topics, and provides
detailed information and administration tips on the wide range of reading inventories and
standardized tests that may be used in a reading psychoeducational assessment. With a focus on
how to craft professional evaluation reports that illuminate a student's strengths—not just
weaknesses—Reading Assessment enables school psychologists and diagnosticians, reading
specialists, and special education professionals to conduct evaluations and develop effective
interdisciplinary remedial recommendations and interventions. Clear, engaging, and inviting,
Reading Assessment features: Case examples and practice exercises Chapter-opening reviews of
each theory Strengths, weaknesses, and potential problems of tests and their interpretations
Chapter-ending review questions that foster skill development and critical thinking Comprehensive
information on more than 50 different assessment tests Reading Assessment is an invaluable
resource that helps professionals gain the knowledge and skills to confidently interpret test results
and prepare detailed and effective evaluation reports designed to meet each child's unique needs as
a learner.
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