chinua achebe hopes and impediments

Chinua Achebe: Hopes and Impediments in the Life of a Literary Icon

chinua achebe hopes and impediments have shaped not only the trajectory of his personal
journey but also the cultural and literary landscape of Africa and beyond. As one of the most
influential African writers, Achebe’s vision extended far beyond storytelling; he sought to redefine
African identity, challenge colonial narratives, and inspire future generations. However, his path was
marked by numerous obstacles that tested his resolve and commitment to his ideals. Exploring these
hopes and impediments provides a richer understanding of Achebe’s legacy and the enduring
relevance of his work.

The Hopes Behind Chinua Achebe’s Literary Mission

Chinua Achebe’s hopes were deeply intertwined with his desire to reclaim African voices and
perspectives that had been suppressed or distorted by colonialism. His literary career was fueled by
a passionate hope to correct misconceptions about African cultures and histories, and to present
authentic stories that resonate with dignity and complexity.

Reclaiming African Identity

One of Achebe’s central hopes was to restore pride in African heritage. Through novels like *Things
Fall Apart*, he portrayed Igho society with nuance, showing its rich traditions, values, and social
structures before colonial disruption. This was revolutionary at a time when African cultures were
often dismissed as primitive in Western literature and academia.

Achebe hoped that by telling African stories from an insider’s perspective, he could challenge the
dominant Eurocentric narratives that had long marginalized African voices. His work was a call to
both Africans and the world to recognize the continent’s humanity and complexity.

Inspiring a New Generation of African Writers

Another significant hope Achebe nurtured was the empowerment of African writers and
intellectuals. He believed that literature could be a powerful tool for social change and cultural
affirmation. By breaking the silence imposed by colonialism, Achebe hoped to inspire others to write
stories that reflected their realities and aspirations.

His editorial and academic roles, including his involvement with literary journals and universities,
were extensions of this hope. Achebe supported emerging writers by providing platforms and
mentorship, fostering a vibrant literary community across Africa.



Obstacles and Impediments Faced by Chinua Achebe

Despite his profound hopes, Achebe’s journey was far from smooth. The impediments he
encountered reflected the broader challenges faced by postcolonial African societies and
intellectuals striving to reclaim their narratives.

Colonial Legacy and Cultural Misunderstanding

Achebe’s work was often met with resistance from both colonial powers and Western critics who
were reluctant to relinquish their interpretative dominance over African cultures. His portrayal of
colonialism’s devastating impact on African societies was a direct challenge to the sanitized or
Eurocentric histories promoted by colonial regimes.

Additionally, Achebe grappled with the difficulty of writing in English—a colonial language—while
trying to remain authentic to African oral traditions and storytelling methods. This linguistic tension
was an ongoing impediment, as he sought to balance accessibility for a global audience with cultural
fidelity.

Political Instability and Personal Hardships

The political climate in Nigeria, especially during the Biafran War (1967-1970), posed significant
challenges for Achebe. His outspoken criticism of government corruption and ethnic tensions placed
him in precarious positions, both personally and professionally.

The war and subsequent instability disrupted his academic career and literary productivity, forcing
him into exile at times. These circumstances hindered the full realization of his hopes for national
unity and cultural renaissance, yet they also deepened his commitment to addressing Africa’s
complex realities through his writing.

Confronting Global Literary Expectations

’

In the global literary arena, Achebe faced the challenge of being pigeonholed as an “African writer’
whose work was expected to fit certain themes or narratives popular with Western audiences. This
categorization sometimes limited the reception of his broader literary ambitions, reducing his
multifaceted work to a single dimension.

Moreover, Achebe had to navigate the commercial pressures of publishing, which often favored
sensational or stereotypical depictions of Africa. Resisting these pressures was an ongoing
impediment to maintaining artistic integrity while reaching wider readerships.



Lessons from Chinua Achebe’s Hopes and Impediments

Reflecting on Chinua Achebe’s experiences offers valuable lessons for writers, scholars, and cultural
advocates today. His ability to hold onto hope in the face of significant impediments is both inspiring
and instructive.

The Power of Authentic Storytelling

Achebe’s success demonstrates the importance of authenticity in storytelling. His commitment to
presenting African experiences truthfully, without succumbing to external expectations, underscores
how powerful narratives can transform perceptions and foster empathy.

Writers aiming to make an impact can learn from Achebe’s example by embracing their unique
perspectives and resisting the temptation to conform to dominant cultural scripts.

Resilience Amid Adversity

The numerous challenges Achebe faced highlight the necessity of resilience. Whether dealing with
political upheaval, cultural misunderstandings, or professional obstacles, Achebe remained steadfast
in his mission.

This resilience is a crucial takeaway for anyone working in fields where their ideas or identities may
be contested. Achebe’s life encourages persistence and courage in advocating for truth and justice.

Building Bridges Through Literature

Achebe’s hopes were not limited to Africa; he envisioned literature as a bridge connecting diverse
cultures and fostering global understanding. His work invites readers worldwide to engage with
African histories and perspectives, challenging stereotypes and promoting dialogue.

This approach is especially relevant today, as globalization and cultural exchanges continue to shape
our world. Achebe’s legacy encourages the use of literature as a tool for cross-cultural connection
and mutual respect.

Embracing Chinua Achebe’s Vision Today

Today, Chinua Achebe’s hopes continue to resonate, inspiring new generations of writers, thinkers,
and activists. His impediments serve as reminders of the ongoing struggles faced by those who
challenge dominant narratives and seek to amplify marginalized voices.

By studying Achebe’s life and work, we gain insight into the complexities of postcolonial identity, the
power of literature to enact change, and the importance of hope in the face of adversity. His story



encourages us to confront obstacles with creativity and conviction, just as he did.

Chinua Achebe’s legacy is a testament to the enduring impact of a visionary who dared to dream of a
world where African stories are told with honesty, depth, and respect. His hopes and impediments
form a narrative that continues to inspire meaningful conversations about culture, history, and
identity in literature and beyond.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main hopes Chinua Achebe expresses in his
works?

Chinua Achebe expresses hopes for African cultural renaissance, unity, and the reclamation of
African identity from colonial distortions.

How does Chinua Achebe address impediments to African
progress in his literature?

Achebe highlights impediments such as colonial legacy, cultural misunderstandings, political
corruption, and internal divisions within African societies.

In which of Achebe's works are the themes of hopes and
impediments most prominent?

These themes are most prominent in Achebe's novel 'Things Fall Apart,’ where he explores the clash
between traditional Igbo society and colonial forces.

How does Achebe's portrayal of hope differ from his depiction
of impediments?

Achebe portrays hope through resilience, cultural pride, and the potential for renewal, while
impediments are shown as external and internal challenges threatening this progress.

What role does language play in Achebe's expression of hopes
and impediments?

Achebe uses English infused with Igho proverbs and storytelling techniques to preserve African oral
traditions and challenge colonial narratives, reflecting both hope and impediments.

How has Achebe's personal history influenced his views on
hopes and impediments?

Having lived through colonial and post-colonial Nigeria, Achebe's experiences informed his nuanced
understanding of the struggles and aspirations of African societies.



What impact did Achebe hope his literature would have on
African identity?

Achebe hoped his literature would empower Africans to embrace their heritage, confront colonial
injustices, and inspire socio-political change.

Additional Resources
Chinua Achebe Hopes and Impediments: Navigating the Legacy of a Literary Giant

chinua achebe hopes and impediments define the complex journey of one of Africa’s most
celebrated literary figures. Chinua Achebe, often hailed as the father of African literature, carved a
path that intertwined cultural authenticity with the painful realities of colonialism and post-colonial
challenges. His works, especially the seminal novel "Things Fall Apart," not only reshaped African
storytelling but also illuminated the hopes for cultural resurgence amidst numerous impediments
stemming from historical, social, and political forces.

Exploring Chinua Achebe’s hopes and impediments offers a nuanced understanding of his literary
mission and the broader discourse on African identity, colonial legacy, and the struggle for narrative
sovereignty. This article delves into the aspirations Achebe held for African literature and society,
the obstacles he encountered, and the enduring impact of his work.

Chinua Achebe's Literary Vision: Hopes Rooted in
Cultural Restoration

At the heart of Chinua Achebe’s oeuvre lies a profound hope for the reclamation and validation of
African cultures and histories. Achebe’s literary vision was driven by a desire to correct the
misrepresentations and stereotypes propagated by colonial literature, which often portrayed African
societies as primitive, chaotic, or culturally void.

Achebe’s hopes can be summarized as follows:
e Authentic African Narratives: Achebe sought to tell stories from an indigenous perspective,
emphasizing the richness of Igbo traditions and the complexities of African societies before

and after colonial intrusion.

e Cultural Pride and Identity: His works aimed to instill a sense of pride among Africans by
highlighting the sophistication of their customs, governance, and social structures.

¢ Educational Reform: Achebe hoped his writings could influence curricula worldwide,
promoting African literature as a fundamental component of global literary studies.

e Political Awareness: Through his storytelling, Achebe hoped to raise awareness about the
socio-political upheavals caused by colonialism and post-colonial governance failures.



These aspirations positioned Achebe not just as a novelist but as a cultural ambassador advocating
for African self-determination and intellectual freedom.

The Role of "Things Fall Apart" in Expressing Achebe’s Hopes

Published in 1958, “Things Fall Apart” epitomizes Achebe’s hope to narrate the African experience
from within. The novel’s vivid portrayal of pre-colonial Igho society, combined with the tragic
confrontation with British colonial forces, serves as a literary testament to the resilience and
complexity of African cultures.

Achebe’s hope was to challenge Western literary dominance by providing a counter-narrative that
humanized African characters, moving beyond the dehumanizing tropes prevalent in earlier Western
works. The global acclaim of “Things Fall Apart” reflected a milestone in achieving this hope but
also highlighted the impediments that persisted.

Impediments Faced by Chinua Achebe: Navigating
Political, Social, and Literary Barriers

Despite his profound contributions, Achebe’s journey was fraught with significant impediments that
complicated the realization of his hopes. These challenges ranged from political repression to the
difficulties of gaining recognition in a Western-dominated literary world.

Colonial and Post-Colonial Political Turmoil

Achebe’s career unfolded during a period of intense political upheaval in Nigeria and broader Africa.
The transition from colonial rule to independence was marred by ethnic conflicts, military coups, and
civil wars, notably the Nigerian-Biafran War (1967-1970), in which Achebe played an activist role.

This political instability posed several impediments:
e Censorship and Restrictions: Government crackdowns often limited free expression and
made publishing politically sensitive material risky.

e Exile and Marginalization: Achebe spent years in exile due to his outspoken criticism of
Nigerian governance, limiting his ability to influence domestic literary culture directly.

e Fragmentation of Audiences: Ethnic and political divisions complicated Achebe’s efforts to
unify African voices and readerships.

These factors hindered not only Achebe’s personal freedom but also the broader dissemination and
acceptance of African literature as a tool for social change.



Challenges in Global Literary Circles

Achebe’s attempts to break into the Western literary canon faced notable impediments, including:

e Eurocentric Bias: The literary establishment often viewed African literature through a
colonial lens, exoticizing or marginalizing it rather than treating it as equal and authentic.

e Publishing Obstacles: Limited access to mainstream publishers and distribution channels
constrained the reach of Achebe’s works.

e Critical Misinterpretation: Some critics misunderstood Achebe’s narratives, interpreting
them as overly political or didactic, thereby overlooking their literary merit.

Nevertheless, Achebe’s persistence and the quality of his writing gradually eroded these barriers,
positioning him as a foundational figure in world literature.

The Dichotomy of Hope and Impediment in Achebe's
Later Works

Achebe’s later novels and essays continued to wrestle with the interplay between hope and
impediments, reflecting evolving socio-political realities.

“No Longer at Ease" and “Anthills of the Savannah”

These works explore the post-colonial disillusionment and corruption that undermined Achebe’s
earlier hopes for a unified and prosperous Africa. Characters in these novels grapple with moral
decay and societal fragmentation, signaling that impediments had shifted from external colonial
domination to internal governance failures.

Advocacy Through Non-Fiction

Achebe’s essays, including “The African Writer and the English Language,” articulate his hope for
linguistic decolonization and the empowerment of African writers to reclaim English as a tool for
authentic expression rather than colonial imposition.

However, the entrenched global dominance of Western languages and literary standards remained a
significant impediment, complicating efforts to democratize literary production and appreciation.



Legacy and Continuing Relevance of Chinua Achebe's
Hopes and Impediments

The ongoing study and celebration of Achebe’s work demonstrate that his hopes—though challenged
by manifold impediments—have not been in vain. Contemporary African writers and scholars
continue to build upon his foundation, navigating new obstacles such as globalization, digital media
dynamics, and evolving political landscapes.

Achebe’s legacy serves as a reminder that the pursuit of cultural authenticity and social justice
through literature is a dynamic process, marked by both promising advancements and persistent
challenges.

Through a balanced examination of Chinua Achebe hopes and impediments, it becomes evident that

his life and works embody the tensions and triumphs of a post-colonial intellectual striving to
redefine African identity on his own terms.

Chinua Achebe Hopes And Impediments

chinua achebe hopes and impediments: Hopes and Impediments Chinua Achebe, 1989
One of the most provocative and original voices in contemporary literature, Chinua Achebe here
considers the place of literature and art in our society in a collection of essays spanning his best
writing and lectures from the last twenty-three years. For Achebe, overcoming goes hand in hand
with eradicating the destructive effects of racism and injustice in Western society. He reveals the
impediments that still stand in the way of open, equal dialogue between Africans and Europeans,
between blacks and whites, but also instills us with hope that they will soon be overcome.

chinua achebe hopes and impediments: Emerging Perspectives on Chinua Achebe Ernest
Emenyonu, Iniobong I. Uko, 2004 Chinua Achebe's influence on contemporary African literature is
as much in evidence in his art of the novel as his theory of African literature and literary criticism.
ISINKA (Igbo term for artistic purpose') establishes Achebe's legacy as a literary theorist and critic.
In these essays scholars from around the globe assess and establish how much Achebe's
extra-fictional ideas about African literature and literature in general are justified in his own
creative works.'

chinua achebe hopes and impediments: Hopes and Impediments Chinua Achebe, 1988

chinua achebe hopes and impediments: Hopes and Impediments: Selected Essays Chinua
Achebe, 1989

chinua achebe hopes and impediments: A Short History of Chinua Achebe’s Things Fall
Apart Terri Ochiagha, 2018-11-12 The publication of Chinua Achebe’s Things Fall Apart (1958) is
heralded as the inaugural moment of modern African fiction, and the book remains the most widely
read African novel of all time. Translated into dozens of languages, it has sold more than twelve
million copies and has become a canonical reading in schools the world over. While Things Fall
Apart is neither the first African novel to be published in the West nor necessarily the most critically
valued, its iconic status has surpassed even that of its author. Until now—in the sixtieth anniversary
year of its publication—there has not been an updated history that moves beyond the book’s
commonly discussed contexts and themes. In the accessible and concise A Short History of Chinua
Achebe’s Things Fall Apart, Terri Ochiagha provides that history, asking new questions and bringing
to wider attention unfamiliar but crucial elements of the Things Fall Apart story. These include new
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insights into questions of canonicity and into literary, historiographical, and precolonial aesthetic
influences. She also assesses adaptations and appropriations not just in films but in theater, hip-hop,
and popular literary genres such as Onitsha Market Literature.

chinua achebe hopes and impediments: Critiquing the Postcolonial Construct in Chinua
Achebe’s Novels Ranjana Das Sarkhel, 2018-11-21 Chinua Achebe’s novels have always been read
as texts from an erstwhile colonised African nation, interpreted within the parameters suggested by
postcolonial theorists. The confines of postcolonial readings have raised questions about when the
‘postcolonial’ period would end, so that writers would no longer need to ‘write back’ to the empire or
‘rewrite’ their histories. This work explores how Achebe’s novels articulate his knowledge of his own
people and the manner in which he participates in the politics of representation. He critiques the
postcolonial methodology, and seeks out, recovers and provides an alternative narrative of the
postcolonial experience and its aftermath, even as he seems to be moving beyond it. Achebe’s
narratives do not conform to the postcolonial constructs of history as telling (rather than recalling)
and of nations in terms of states (rather than people). Achebe combines the techniques available to
historians (documentation) with those of novelists (the imaginative re-creation of events) for his
fictional evocation of the past. He emphasises both the African artists’ role in helping to create a
more egalitarian society and that of the act of storytelling as a shaping force in people’s lives. As he
negotiates between his narrative form and realistic subject matter, Achebe puts forward a powerful
critique of colonisation and its aftermath. Achebe represents a canonical voice in the emerging
discourse of writers struggling to break free from the clichéd world of anti-imperialism and
decolonisation.

chinua achebe hopes and impediments: Care and Crisis in Chinua Achebe's Novels
Amechi Nicholas Akwanya, 2024-04-16 This book is a new study of Chinua Achebe’s novels in which
they are read as works of literary art, as literary works are studied and discussed within the
discipline of literary studies and criticism. A central concept, care, which is a humane value, is found
to run in the texts, and is the crux of the test that the major characters are subjected to. What
challenges them as things to be taken care of through concern may be a human being in a dire
circumstance, as with Ikemefuna (Things Fall Apart), the human group itself exposed to famine in
what should be harvest time (Arrow of God), or the state which needs to be brought to its proper
being, as Heidegger would say (No Longer at Ease and A Man of the People), or human suffering
calling to be relieved (Anthills of the Savannah). The novels are all in the tragic mode, because
intervention is under some kind of interdiction.

chinua achebe hopes and impediments: Women in African Studies Scholarly Publishing
Cassandra Rachel Veney, Paul Tiyambe Zeleza, 2001 Examining the role gender plays in African
Studies, as practised in Africa and the US, this book discusses the challenges and difficulties female
scholars face in their efforts to produce and disseminate scholarly knowledge. Beginning with an
analysis of the structural and institutional barriers that affect women's productivity, it then examines
the impact of the growth of women's presses, the promotion of feminist scholarship, and the
productive links formed across the Atlantic, providing insight into the politics of cross-cultural race
and gender.

chinua achebe hopes and impediments: The Post-colonial Studies Reader Bill Ashcroft,
Gareth Griffiths, Helen Tiffin, 2006 Boasting new extracts from major works in the field, as well as
an impressive list of contributors, this second edition of a bestselling Reader is an invaluable
introduction to the most seminal texts in post-colonial theory and criticism.

chinua achebe hopes and impediments: Postcolonial Imaginations and Moral
Representations in African Literature and Culture Chielozona Eze, 2011-12-16 The postcolonial
African culture, as it is discoursed in the academia, is largely influenced by Africa’s response to
colonialism. To the degree that it is a response, it is to considerably reactive, and lacks forceful
moral incentives for social critical consciousness and nation-building. Quite on the contrary, it allows
especially African political leaders to luxuriate in the delusions of moral rectitude, imploring, at will,
the evil of imperialism as a buffer to their disregard of their people. This book acknowledges the



social and psychological devastations of colonialism on the African world. It, however, argues that
the totality of African intellectual response to colonialism and Western imperialism is equally, if not
more, damaging to the African world. In what ways does the average African leader, indeed, the
average African, judge and respond to his world? How does he conceive of his responsibility towards
his community and society? The most obvious impact of African response to colonialism is the
implicit search for a pristine, innocent paradigm in, for instance, literary, philosophical, social,
political and gender studies. This search has its own moral implication in the sense that it makes the
taking of responsibility on individual and social level highly difficult. Focusing on the moral impact of
responses to colonialism in Africa and the African Diaspora, this book analyzes the various
manifestations of delusions of moral innocence that has held the African leadership from the onerous
task of bearing responsibility for their countries; it argues that one of the ways to recast the African
leaders’ responsibility towards Africa is to let go, on the one hand, the gaze of the West, and on the
other, of the search for the innocent African experience and cultures. Relying on the insights of
thinkers such as Frantz Fanon, Wole Soyinka, Kwame Anthony Appiah, Achille Mbembe and
Wolgang Welsch, this book suggests new approaches to interpreting African experiences. It
discusses select African works of fiction as a paradigm for new interpretations of African
experiences.

chinua achebe hopes and impediments: The Chinua Achebe Encyclopedia M. Keith Booker,
2003-12-30 Several hundred A-Z entries cover Achebe's major works, important characters and
settings, key concepts and issues, and more. Though best known as a novelist, Achebe is also a
critic, activist, and spokesman for African culture. This reference is a comprehensive and
authoritative guide to his life and writings. Included are several hundred alphabetically arranged
entries. Some of these are substantive summary discussions of Achebe's major works of fiction,
nonfiction, and poetry. Entries are written by expert contributors and close with brief bibliographies.
The volume also provides a general bibliography and chronology. Nigerian writer Chinua Achebe is
widely regarded as the most important of the numerous African novelists who gained global
attention in the second half of the 20th century. Achebe is certainly the African writer best known in
the West, and his first novel, Things Fall Apart, is a founding text of postcolonial African literature
and regarded as one of the central works of world literature of the last 50 years. Though best known
as a novelist, Achebe is also a critic, activist, and spokesman for African culture. This reference is a
comprehensive and authoritative guide to his life and writings. Included are several hundred
alphabetically arranged entries. Some of these are substantive summary discussions of Achebe's
major works of fiction, nonfiction, and poetry. Other topics include all of his major fictional
characters and settings, important concepts and issues central to his writings, historical persons,
places, and events relevant to his works, and influential texts by other writers. Entries are written by
expert contributors and close with brief bibliographies. The volume also provides a general
bibliography and chronology.

chinua achebe hopes and impediments: Chinua Achebe's Things Fall Apart Isidore
Okpewho, 2003 Chinua Achebe is Africa's most prominent writer, and Things Fall Apart (1958) is the
most renowned and widely-read African novel in the global literary canon. The essays collected in
this casebook explore the work's artistic, multicultural, and global significance from a variety of
critical perspectives.

chinua achebe hopes and impediments: Indigenous Systems, Colonialism, Colonial Legacies,
and Africa’s Economic Challenges Stephen Onyango Ouma, 2025-08-20 This book is an exploration
of Africa’s enduring struggles and immense potential. It examines the historical roots of Africa’s
socio-economic challenges, from the disruption of indigenous systems to the lasting effects of
colonialism and neo-colonialism. By blending African philosophical perspectives with incisive
critiques of globalization and governance, it provides a fresh and compelling analysis of the
continent’s path toward true sovereignty and sustainable development. Rich with historical depth
and philosophical insight, this work challenges conventional narratives about African development
and offers innovative strategies for breaking free from dependency on global capitalist systems. With



its interdisciplinary approach and forward-looking solutions, this book is an essential resource for
scholars, policymakers, and anyone invested in Africa’s transformation.

chinua achebe hopes and impediments: The Last Imperialist Bruce Gilley, 2021-09-21 The
British Empire, one of the most powerful forces in history, was also one of the most humane. Yet at
its twilight, few were willing to defy the anti-colonial reaction that condemned millions to despotism
under the regimes that replaced it. Sir Alan Burns was among them. In this lively and provocative
work of history, Bruce Gilley vindicates Sir Alan’s view that decolonization was poorly managed and
too swiftly executed, a view based not on imperialist nostalgia but on a sober assessment of the
ravages of the twentieth century. Gilley demonstrates that Burns understood the benefits of colonial
rule and correctly foretold the chaos that accompanied its rapid dissolution. Relying on previously
unavailable documentation from Burns’s family, The Last Imperialist dethrones the revisionist
historians and shatters their unbalanced accusations against European colonialism. This is history
writing at its most courageous.

chinua achebe hopes and impediments: Foundational African Writers Bhekizizwe
Peterson, Khwezi Mkhize, Makhosazana Xaba, 2022 The essays in this collection were crafted in
celebration of the centenaries, in 2019, of Peter Abrahams, Noni Jabavu, Sibusiso Cyril Lincoln
Nyembezi and Es'kia Mphahlele, all of whom were born in 1919. All four centenarians lived rich and
diverse lives across several continents. In the years following the Second World War they produced
more than half a century of foundational creative writing and literary criticism, and made stellar
contributions to institutions and repertoires of African and black arts and letters in South Africa and
internationally. The range of the centenarians' imaginations, critical analyses and social
interventions spanned disciplinary divides. This volume, in the same spirit, draws on approaches that
are equally transdisciplinary. Two aims thread through the contributors' reflections on the
complexities of black existence and of intellectual and cultural life in the twentieth century. The first
is the exploration of some of the centenarians' key texts and cultural projects that shaped their
legacies. In doing so, the volume contributors trace a number of divergent intellectual and aesthetic
lineages in their works and organisational activities. The second aim is a consideration of the ways
in which these foundational writers' legacies continue to resonate today, confirming their status as
crucial contributors to modern African and diasporic black arts and letters.

chinua achebe hopes and impediments: Pre-Colonial Africa in Colonial African
Narratives Donald R. Wehrs, 2016-04-08 In his study of the origins of political reflection in
twentieth-century African fiction, Donald Wehrs examines a neglected but important body of African
texts written in colonial (English and French) and indigenous (Hausa and Yoruba) languages. He
explores pioneering narrative representations of pre-colonial African history and society in seven
texts: Casely Hayford's Ethiopia Unbound (1911), Alhaji Sir Abubaker Tafawa Balewa's Shaihu Umar
(1934), Paul Hazoumé's Doguicimi (1938), D.O. Fagunwa's Forest of a Thousand Daemons (1938),
Amos Tutuola's The Palm-Wine Drinkard (1952) and My Life in the Bush of Ghosts (1954), and
Chinua Achebe's Things Fall Apart (1958). Wehrs highlights the role of pre-colonial political
economies and articulations of state power on colonial-era considerations of ethical and political
issues, and is attentive to the gendered implications of texts and authorial choices. By positioning
Things Fall Apart as the culmination of a tradition, rather than as its inaugural work, he also
reconfigures how we think of African fiction. His book supplements recent work on the importance
of indigenous contexts and discourses in situating colonial-era narratives and will inspire fresh
methodological strategies for studying the continent from a multiplicity of perspectives.

chinua achebe hopes and impediments: African Intellectuals and Decolonization
Nicholas M. Creary, 2012-10-04 Decades after independence for most African states, the struggle for
decolonization is still incomplete, as demonstrated by the fact that Africa remains associated in
many Western minds with chaos, illness, and disorder. African and non-African scholars alike still
struggle to establish the idea of African humanity, in all its diversity, and to move Africa beyond its
historical role as the foil to the West. As this book shows, Africa’s decolonization is an ongoing
process across a range of fronts, and intellectuals—both African and non-African—have significant



roles to play in that process. The essays collected here examine issues such as representation and
retrospection; the roles of intellectuals in the public sphere; and the fundamental question of how to
decolonize African knowledges. African Intellectuals and Decolonization outlines ways in which
intellectual practice can serve to de-link Africa from its global representation as a debased,
subordinated, deviant, and inferior entity. Contributors Lesley Cowling, University of the
Witwatersrand Nicholas M. Creary, University at Albany Marlene De La Cruz, Ohio University
Carolyn Hamilton, University of Cape Town George Hartley, Ohio University Janet Hess, Sonoma
State University T. Spreelin McDonald, Ohio University Ebenezer Adebisi Olawuyi, University of
Ibadan Steve Odero Ouma, University of Nairobi Oyeronke Oyewumi, State University of New York
at Stony Brook Tsenay Serequeberhan, Morgan State University

chinua achebe hopes and impediments: Conrad's Shadow Nidesh Lawtoo, 2016-09-01
Western thought has often dismissed shadows as fictional, but what if fictions reveal original truths?
Drawing on an anti-Platonic tradition in critical theory, Lawtoo adopts ethical, anthropological, and
philosophical lenses to offer new readings of Joseph Conrad’s novels and the postcolonial and
cinematic works that respond to his oeuvre. He argues that Conrad’s fascination with doubles urges
readers to reflect on the two sides of mimesis: one side is dark and pathological, and involves the
escalation of violence, contagious epidemics, and catastrophic storms; the other side is luminous and
therapeutic, and promotes communal survival, postcolonial reconciliation, and plastic adaptations to
changing environments. Once joined, the two sides reveal Conrad as an author whose Janus-faced
fictions are powerfully relevant to our contemporary world of global violence and environmental
crisis.

chinua achebe hopes and impediments: Critical Approaches to African Cinema Discourse
Nwachukwu Frank Ukadike, 2014-02-27 Critical Approaches to African Cinema Discourse utilizes an
interdisciplinary approach to lay bare the diversity and essence of African cinema discourse. It is an
anthology of historical reflections, critical essays, and interviews by film critics, historians, theorists,
and filmmakers that signifies a dialogue and engagement apropos the ideology and cultural politics
of film production in Africa. The contributors are extremely concerned, not only with the history of
African cinema, but with its future and its potential. This book, then, is not limited to the expansion
of the discourse on African cinema, but tries to approach the definition of the critical canon within
the exigencies and manifestations of art and African sociopolitical practices. The authors view these
practices as an investment in a cultural imperative stemming from the quest to delineate how
critical methodologies are derived from and shape contemporary historical and cultural practices.
Hence, the contributions are less about the usual constrictive method of analysis and more about
illustrating manifestations of an interrogative critical methodology that is certainly an offspring of an
indigenous African critical cum cinematic culture and paradigms.

chinua achebe hopes and impediments: Chinua Achebe Toyin Falola, 2024-10-17 An
imaginative, narratological reading of Chinua Achebe's novels, stories, poetry, and essays through a
literary and historical framework. Toyin Falola analyzes fictional and historical cartographies of
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