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Cause and Effect Worksheets for 3rd Grade: Helping Young Learners Understand
Relationships

cause and effect worksheets for 3rd grade are essential tools that educators and
parents use to help children grasp the fundamental concept of how actions lead to
outcomes. At this stage, students are developing critical thinking skills and beginning to
understand the relationships between events. These worksheets make abstract ideas more
concrete by providing engaging activities that encourage kids to identify causes and their
corresponding effects. Whether used in the classroom or at home, well-designed cause and
effect worksheets for 3rd grade can significantly enhance comprehension and analytical
abilities.

Why Cause and Effect Worksheets Matter for 3rd
Graders

Understanding cause and effect is a foundational skill that supports reading
comprehension, scientific thinking, and everyday problem-solving. For third graders, this
concept goes beyond simple storytelling; it helps them make connections between events,
predict outcomes, and explain why things happen in the world around them.

At this age, children transition from learning to read to reading to learn. Cause and effect
worksheets provide structured opportunities for students to practice these skills in a variety
of contexts, such as stories, historical events, science experiments, and even social
situations. When kids recognize patterns of cause and effect, they develop stronger
reasoning abilities and become more confident learners.

Building Critical Thinking Through Cause and Effect

Cause and effect worksheets for 3rd grade are designed to stimulate higher-order thinking.
By evaluating scenarios and deciding what caused an event and what resulted from it,
children learn to analyze information carefully. These exercises encourage them to ask
questions like:

- What happened first?
- What caused that to happen?
- What was the result?

This process nurtures curiosity and attention to detail, laying the groundwork for more
complex problem-solving in later grades.



Types of Cause and Effect Worksheets Suitable
for 3rd Grade

There is a wide variety of cause and effect worksheets tailored to 3rd graders’ learning
levels and interests. Choosing the right type can make a significant difference in
engagement and effectiveness.

Simple Matching Exercises

These worksheets present students with a list of causes and a separate list of effects. The
task is to match each cause with its correct effect. This format is excellent for beginners as
it helps reinforce the basic connection between events without overwhelming young
learners.

Short Reading Passages with Questions

Incorporating cause and effect worksheets with short stories or informational texts allows
students to practice these skills in context. After reading, children answer questions
identifying causes and effects within the passage. This approach also supports reading
comprehension and vocabulary development.

Graphic Organizers and Charts

Visual learners benefit greatly from graphic organizers such as cause and effect chains or T-
charts. These tools help students visually map out the relationships between causes and
effects, making it easier to organize thoughts and understand sequences.

Fill-in-the-Blank and Sentence Completion

Worksheets that ask students to complete sentences by identifying causes or effects
encourage active participation and reinforce language skills. For example: “The ground was
wet because " prompts children to think about plausible causes.

Tips for Using Cause and Effect Worksheets
Effectively

Simply handing out cause and effect worksheets isn’t enough to maximize learning. Here
are some practical tips to make the most of these resources:



Connect to Real-Life Examples

Relating cause and effect to students’ everyday experiences makes the concept more
relatable. For instance, discussing how forgetting an umbrella causes getting wet in the rain
helps children see the relevance of what they’re learning.

Encourage Discussion

After completing worksheets, engage students in conversations about their answers. Ask
them to explain their reasoning or provide alternative causes and effects. This dialogue
deepens understanding and builds communication skills.

Use Varied Formats

Mixing different types of worksheets—matching, reading passages, graphic
organizers—keeps lessons fresh and caters to various learning styles. Variety also prevents
boredom and reinforces the concept from multiple angles.

Incorporate Technology

Interactive online cause and effect activities can supplement traditional worksheets. Digital
tools often include instant feedback and engaging visuals, which can motivate 3rd graders
and help track progress.

Benefits of Cause and Effect Practice Beyond the
Classroom

Mastering cause and effect through worksheets has advantages that extend well beyond
immediate academic goals. These skills foster logical thinking and help children make
sense of the world.

Improved Reading Comprehension

Recognizing cause and effect enhances a child’s ability to understand narratives and
informational texts. It allows them to follow plot developments and comprehend
explanations more effectively.



Stronger Writing Skills

When students understand how to link causes and effects, they can write more coherent
and persuasive essays. This skill is essential when explaining arguments or recounting
events.

Better Science Understanding

Science often involves identifying causes and effects in experiments or natural phenomena.
Early practice with worksheets lays the foundation for scientific inquiry and reasoning.

Enhanced Problem-Solving Abilities

Everyday life requires analyzing situations and predicting outcomes. Children who grasp
cause and effect are better equipped to make decisions and solve problems logically.

Where to Find Quality Cause and Effect
Worksheets for 3rd Grade

Many educational websites offer free and paid cause and effect worksheets tailored to third
graders. When selecting resources, look for:

e Age-Appropriate Content: Worksheets should use language and scenarios suitable
for 8-9-year-olds.

¢ Clear Instructions: Directions must be simple and easy to understand.

e Variety of Formats: Including different types of exercises helps maintain interest.

e Alignment with Standards: Worksheets that align with Common Core or other
educational standards ensure relevant skill development.

Some popular platforms include Teachers Pay Teachers, Education.com, and Scholastic.
Additionally, many teachers create customized worksheets tailored to their classroom
needs.

Creating Your Own Cause and Effect Worksheets

If you're a parent or educator looking for personalized material, designing your own



worksheets can be rewarding. Start by selecting familiar stories, current events, or science
topics, then craft questions that prompt students to identify causes and effects. Using
simple templates with spaces for students to write or draw helps accommodate different
learning preferences.

Cause and effect worksheets for 3rd grade aren't just about completing
assignments—they're about nurturing a mindset that seeks to understand why things
happen. By integrating these worksheets thoughtfully into learning routines, educators and
parents can empower children to become curious, logical thinkers ready to tackle more
complex concepts in the years ahead.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are cause and effect worksheets for 3rd grade?

Cause and effect worksheets for 3rd grade are educational tools designed to help students
identify and understand the relationship between events (causes) and their outcomes
(effects) through various reading passages and exercises.

Why are cause and effect worksheets important for 3rd
graders?

These worksheets help 3rd graders develop critical thinking and reading comprehension
skills by teaching them how to recognize how one event leads to another, which is essential
for understanding stories and real-life situations.

What types of activities are included in cause and effect
worksheets for 3rd grade?

Activities often include matching causes with effects, filling in cause or effect blanks,
sequencing events, reading passages with cause and effect questions, and drawing cause
and effect diagrams.

How can teachers use cause and effect worksheets
effectively in the classroom?

Teachers can use these worksheets to reinforce lessons on reading comprehension,
encourage group discussions about story elements, and assess students’ understanding of
cause and effect relationships through interactive exercises and homework assignments.

Are cause and effect worksheets aligned with 3rd grade
Common Core standards?

Yes, many cause and effect worksheets for 3rd grade are designed to align with Common



Core standards, especially those focusing on reading comprehension, such as identifying
cause and effect in texts and explaining how events influence outcomes.

Can cause and effect worksheets be used for students
with different learning styles?

Absolutely. Worksheets can include visual aids like graphic organizers for visual learners,
written passages for reading learners, and interactive activities for kinesthetic learners,
making them versatile for various learning preferences.

Where can | find free printable cause and effect
worksheets for 3rd grade?

Free printable cause and effect worksheets for 3rd grade can be found on educational
websites such as Education.com, Teachers Pay Teachers, Scholastic, and various teacher
blogs that offer downloadable resources.

Additional Resources

Cause and Effect Worksheets for 3rd Grade: Enhancing Critical Thinking in Young Learners

Cause and effect worksheets for 3rd grade have become an essential tool in
elementary education, particularly as educators strive to develop students’ critical thinking
and reading comprehension skills. These worksheets serve as structured exercises that
help children identify relationships between events, actions, or phenomena—understanding
not only what happened but why it happened. This article delves into the significance of
cause and effect worksheets tailored for 3rd graders, examining their educational value,
features, and how they align with curriculum standards.

The Educational Importance of Cause and Effect
Worksheets for 3rd Grade

At the third-grade level, students transition from simple recall of facts to more analytical
thinking. Recognizing cause and effect relationships is a fundamental cognitive skill that
underpins literacy and problem-solving abilities. Worksheets designed for this age group
provide scaffolding to guide learners through identifying causes (the reasons something
happens) and effects (the outcomes or results). This exercise aids in improving
comprehension of narrative and informational texts, fostering logical reasoning, and
enhancing writing skills.

From an educational psychology perspective, cause and effect exercises help develop
higher-order thinking skills, such as analysis and inference. By engaging with these
worksheets, students practice connecting ideas and sequencing events logically. This is
particularly relevant considering that third grade often marks the introduction of more
complex texts and concepts in language arts curricula nationwide.



Alignment with Curriculum Standards and Learning
Objectives

Most state and national educational standards emphasize the importance of cause and
effect understanding by 3rd grade. For instance, the Common Core State Standards for
English Language Arts explicitly require students to “describe the logical connection
between particular sentences and paragraphs in a text” and “explain events, procedures,
or ideas in a text, including what happened and why.” Cause and effect worksheets
designed for 3rd grade incorporate these objectives by challenging students to identify and
articulate these relationships through a variety of formats.

Features of Effective Cause and Effect
Worksheets for 3rd Grade

Not all worksheets are created equal, and the quality of cause and effect worksheets
significantly influences their educational impact. Effective worksheets for this grade level
share several key characteristics.

Age-Appropriate Content and Language

The vocabulary and context used in these worksheets must be accessible to 8- and 9-year-
olds. This involves using relatable scenarios, such as school activities, natural phenomena,
or everyday occurrences, to encourage engagement. The language should be clear and
straightforward without oversimplifying the concepts.

Varied Formats to Foster Engagement

To maintain student interest and accommodate different learning styles, worksheets often
use multiple formats:

¢ Multiple-choice questions: Asking students to select the correct cause or effect
from options.

 Fill-in-the-blanks: Encouraging learners to complete sentences that illustrate cause-
effect relationships.

e Graphic organizers: Visual tools like cause and effect charts or flow diagrams help
students map relationships.

e Short answer prompts: Allowing students to explain causes or effects in their own
words.



Progressive Difficulty Levels

A well-designed worksheet series gradually increases in complexity, starting with clear,
direct cause-effect pairs and moving toward more subtle or multiple-cause scenarios. This
incremental approach supports differentiated learning, helping teachers tailor instruction to
diverse student needs.

Comparative Insights: Digital vs. Printable
Worksheets

In recent years, the availability of both digital and printable cause and effect worksheets for
3rd grade has expanded, raising questions about their relative advantages.

Printable Worksheets

Traditional printed worksheets remain popular due to their ease of use and flexibility.
Teachers can distribute them in class or assign them as homework without requiring
technology. Printed versions also allow for annotation and physical interaction, which some
studies suggest can enhance memory retention in young learners.

Digital Worksheets

Conversely, digital worksheets offer interactive features such as instant feedback, drag-
and-drop activities, and multimedia integration (e.g., audio or video clips). These elements
can increase motivation and cater to tech-savvy students. Additionally, digital formats
facilitate remote learning and easy progress tracking for educators.

However, digital worksheets may present challenges such as screen fatigue or distractions,

especially for younger children. Access to reliable devices and internet connectivity is also a
consideration for equitable education.

Practical Applications and Classroom Integration

Cause and effect worksheets for 3rd grade are versatile tools that can be integrated into
various instructional contexts.



Reading Comprehension Enhancement

Teachers often use these worksheets alongside reading assignments to reinforce
understanding. By identifying causes and effects within stories or informational texts,
students deepen their grasp of narrative structure and content.

Writing Skill Development

Many worksheets incorporate prompts that encourage students to create their own cause
and effect scenarios, promoting creative writing and logical organization. This dual focus
strengthens both receptive and expressive language skills.

Cross-Disciplinary Uses

Beyond language arts, cause and effect worksheets are valuable in subjects like science
and social studies. For example, students might analyze the causes and effects of weather
events or historical occurrences, helping them make connections across disciplines.

Challenges and Considerations in Using Cause
and Effect Worksheets

While these worksheets offer numerous benefits, there are limitations and considerations
educators should be aware of.

Potential for Oversimplification

A risk exists that worksheets may reduce complex cause-effect relationships into overly
simplistic pairs, which might hinder students’ ability to understand multifaceted issues. To
counter this, educators should supplement worksheets with discussions and real-world
examples.

Student Engagement and Differentiation

Not all students respond equally well to worksheet-based learning. Some may find
repetitive exercises tedious, while others might require modifications to meet their learning
needs. Incorporating diverse instructional methods alongside worksheets ensures broader
engagement.



Assessment and Feedback

Worksheets can serve as formative assessments but should not be the sole measure of
student understanding. Providing timely, constructive feedback is crucial for reinforcing
learning and addressing misconceptions.

Where to Find Quality Cause and Effect
Worksheets for 3rd Grade

Numerous educational publishers and online platforms offer high-quality cause and effect
worksheets. When selecting resources, consider the following:

¢ Alignment with grade-level standards: Ensure the material matches your
curriculum requirements.

e Customization options: Some platforms allow teachers to tailor worksheets to
specific topics or difficulty levels.

e Supplementary materials: Look for resources that include answer keys, teaching
guides, or complementary activities.

¢ User reviews and educator endorsements: Feedback from other teachers can
help gauge effectiveness.

Popular websites such as Education.com, Teachers Pay Teachers, and Scholastic provide
extensive collections of cause and effect worksheets designed for 3rd grade. Many of these
resources are free or available at reasonable costs.

Exploring various formats and providers enables educators to select the most effective
materials to support their students’ learning journeys.

By integrating well-crafted cause and effect worksheets into the classroom, educators can
equip 3rd graders with vital analytical skills that serve as a foundation for academic
success across subjects. These tools not only promote comprehension and logical thinking
but also encourage students to engage actively with the content, making learning a more
meaningful and dynamic experience.

Cause And Effect Worksheets For 3rd Grade

cause and effect worksheets for 3rd grade: Expository Writing, Grades 3-5 (Meeting
Writing Standards Series) Robert Summers, 2000-04 Activities in this book include drills, lessons,
clarification techniques, and research strategies; each with a computer connection component.


https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-158/cause-and-effect-worksheets-for-3rd-grade.pdf

cause and effect worksheets for 3rd grade: Denying to the Grave Sara E. Gorman, Jack M.
Gorman, 2017 In Denying to the Grave, authors Sara and Jack Gorman explore the psychology of
health science denial. Using several examples of such denial as test cases, they propose seven key
principles that may lead individuals to reject accepted health-related wisdom.

cause and effect worksheets for 3rd grade: Teaching Middle Level Social Studies Scott
L. Roberts, Benjamin R. Wellenreiter, Jessica Ferreras-Stone, Stephanie L. Strachan, Karrie L.
Palmer, 2022-03-01 This textbook is a comprehensive and practical guide to teaching middle level
social studies. Middle level students are just as capable as high school students at engaging in
hands-on, progressive, reflective activities, yet pedagogical strategies designed specifically for the
middle grades are often overlooked in teacher education programs. This text provides both
progressive and traditional teaching methods and strategies proven effective in the middle level
classroom. The content of this book consists of conventional chapters such as “What is Social
Studies?” and “Unit and Curriculum Planning,” as well as unique chapters such as “The Middle
Level Learner”, “Best Practices for Teaching State History” and “Integrating the “Core” Subjects in
Middle Level Social Studies”. In addition to the unique chapters and lesson plans many additional
features of the book will be useful for middle level teaching and learning. These features include: * A
list of website resources that provide links to thousands of lesson plans, state and national
standards, and other multimedia tools that can be used in the classroom. ¢ Individual, collaborative,
and whole class activities that will help methods students develop a better understanding of the
topics, lessons, and strategies discussed. ¢ High quality lesson ideas and classroom tested teaching
strategies embedded throughout the book. ¢ Images of student work samples that will methods
students visualize the finished product that is being discussed. * An examination of state and
national standards that will help guide methods students in their lesson planning

cause and effect worksheets for 3rd grade: Reading and Language Arts Worksheets
Don't Grow Dendrites Marcia L. Tate, 2013-11-05 Newly consistent with CCSS, this classroom
companion employs hands-on techniques, teaching-tested activities, and brain-compatible literacy
strategies to engage and motivate reluctant readers.

cause and effect worksheets for 3rd grade: Resources in Education , 2000

cause and effect worksheets for 3rd grade: Building Comprehension in Every Classroom
Rachel Brown, Peter Dewitz, 2013-10-09 This book presents a practical model and specific unit- and
lesson-planning ideas for enhancing students' reading comprehension in any 2-8 classroom. The
authors provide innovative suggestions that help teachers construct a comprehension curriculum
organized around literature, informational texts, or a basal reading program. Vivid case examples
and vignettes bring to life ways to build the knowledge, strategies, and motivation that children need
to engage with different types of texts and become proficient, enthusiastic readers. Graphic
elements throughout the volume link instructional and assessment practices directly to the Common
Core standards.

cause and effect worksheets for 3rd grade: Teaching Literacy in Third Grade Janice F.
Almasi, Keli Garas-York, Leigh-Ann Hildreth, 2007 Provides ideas and activities to assist third
graders in building fluency, vocabulary, comprehension, and writing.

cause and effect worksheets for 3rd grade: Differentiated Instruction Amy Benjamin, 2003
First Published in 2003. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.

cause and effect worksheets for 3rd grade: Curriculum Development for Students with Mild
Disabilities Carroll J. Jones, 2010 Many teachers of students with mild disabilities experience
difficulty writing I[EPs, and they lack a foundation in the regular education curriculum of academic
skills and sequences associated with each grade level. This book was designed to provide this
foundation. Presented in the form of scope and sequence charts that can be used as objectives for
the State Frameworks (goals and benchmarks), this resource assists in preparing IEPs, including the
new process of identification of children with disabilities through their responses to intervention
(RTI). An additional focus is on the impact of federal laws (IDEA and NCLB) on the curriculum and
assessment in schools today. The book has been reorganized into ten chapters, including: historical



perspectives; early childhood special education curricula; oral expression curricula; reading and
listening curricula; written expression curricula; mathematics curricula; educational technology
curricula K-12; social and self competence curricula; science curricula; and evaluation reports/case
studies (Appendix). The scope and sequence charts were modified to include current national
education standards and benchmarks and the skills in each of the academic areas that require
annual state assessment. These charts will assist teachers in modifying the general education
curriculum for students with mild disabilities and to write complete Individual Education Programs,
using age-appropriate and developmentally appropriate teaching and assessment materials. Chapter
summaries, included for review purposes, also serve as selective and motivational reading. With
special education teachers in short supply and the demands on their time so great, this book will
provide a valuable resource for cutting the clutter and moving to the heart of the teaching process:
determining what skills students need to move effectively to the next level.

cause and effect worksheets for 3rd grade: Holt Social Studies Grade 3 Cangemi, 1986

cause and effect worksheets for 3rd grade: Standards-Based Lesson Plans for the Busy
Elementary School Librarian Joyce Keeling, 2017-04-17 This helpful resource provides all-new
tested, standard-based lessons accompanied by reproducible handouts and easy-to-follow directions.
A new book by Joyce Keeling, an elementary librarian and teacher with more than two decades'
experience, Standards-Based Lesson Plans for the Busy Elementary School Librarian presents many
integrated lesson plans for students in each of the elementary grades, kindergarten through 5th
grade. All lessons have been tested and refined in a school setting, and they are specifically written
to match the AASL Information Literacy Standards, the McREL Compendium of Standards and
Benchmarks, and the Common Core State Standards. In addition to the reproducible lesson plan
worksheets, the book offers in-depth discussion of how best to collaborate to teach information
literacy within the scope of common elementary school curricula.

cause and effect worksheets for 3rd grade: Elements of Language Holt, Rinehart and
Winston Staff, 2000-08

cause and effect worksheets for 3rd grade: Co-Teaching That Works Anne M. Beninghof,
2011-12-19 Guaranteed success for the co-taught classroom For the increasing number of teachers
working in co-taught classrooms, this book provides practical ideas for defining teacher roles,
planning lessons, providing effective instruction, and maximizing the value of each team member.
Former co-teacher and national presenter Anne Beninghof shares stories, and real-life co-taught
lesson examples that emphasize creative yet time-efficient instructional strategies that lend
themselves beautifully to the co-taught classroom. Teachers and instructional leaders at all levels
and in a wide variety of content areas will find this book replete with valuable co-teaching guidance
so that success is guaranteed. Offers tips for effective teaching strategies for every type of team
teaching situation imaginable Includes guidelines for successful team-teaching with specialists in
technology; literacy; occupational/physical therapy; special education; speech-language therapy;
ELL; gifted The author is an internationally recognized consultant and trainer This user-friendly,
comprehensive book is filled with concrete ideas teachers can implement immediately in the
classroom to boost student learning and engagement.

cause and effect worksheets for 3rd grade: Differentiated Reading Instruction Sharon
Walpole, Michael C. McKenna, 2007-01-24 This book provides a research-based framework for
making differentiated instruction work in the primary grades. It includes scientifically validated
techniques for teaching each component of the beginning reading program. The authors describe
how to use assessment to form differentiated small groups and monitor student progress; plan which
skills to target and when; and implement carefully selected instructional strategies. Vivid classroom
examples illustrate what differentiated instruction looks like in action in each of the primary grades.
For additional helpful resources, including classroom-ready lesson plans, teachers can purchase the
complementary volume, How to Plan Differentiated Reading Instruction: Resources for Grades K-3.

cause and effect worksheets for 3rd grade: Taking on a Learning Disability Erin
McCloskey, 2012-08-01 In the United States, approximately 2.5 million students are diagnosed as




having a learning disability and the majority of those children are placed in special education
because of an inability to read as expected. As a result of this diagnosis, these children may be
placed in special education classrooms - classrooms that are separate from the ‘mainstream’
population. For children with learning disabilities, there is likely no place, other than in school,
where a student’s inability to read as expected leads to this separation from his/her peers. Once
school is over, these children play alongside the kids in their neighborhoods, participate in sports
teams, and attend community activities. This book looks at the impact of being labeled as learning
disabled and separated from peers in school through the eyes of Samson, a middle school student
described both as learning disabled and a non-reader. This qualitative case study explores how
Samson, his family, his teachers and this researcher make sense of special education and the
complexities of learning to read as an adolescent. Throughout this book, there is a contrasting of the
laws and procedures designed to guide special education, with the actual experiences of those
impacted by these laws and procedures. Through the three years that Samson was in middle school,
this book investigates his perspective on his classes, his interpretation of what it means to ‘be’ a
student in special education, and the process by which he learns to read. How disability gets
created, contested, and discussed is highlighted through the many contexts that allow disability to
be recognized and to fade into the background.

cause and effect worksheets for 3rd grade: Handbook for Remediation of Reading
Difficulties Jerry L. Johns, 1986

cause and effect worksheets for 3rd grade: AesopOs Fables Kathryn Wheeler, Debra Olson
Pressnall, 2012-01-03 11 Leveled Stories to Read Together for Gaining Fluency & Comprehension.

cause and effect worksheets for 3rd grade: Complete Sourcebook on Children's
Software , 1999

cause and effect worksheets for 3rd grade: Bulletin , 1936

cause and effect worksheets for 3rd grade: Expectations of Excellence National Council
for the Social Studies, 1994 This document contains a set of curriculum standards to guide social
studies curricula, teaching, learning tasks, and assessment. These social studies standards are
organized to incorporate learning experiences from many disciplines. This book presenting the social
studies standards is designed to serve three purposes: (1) to serve as a framework for social studies
program design from kindergarten through grade 12; (2) to function as a guide for curriculum
decisions by providing student performance expectations in the areas of knowledge, processes, and
attitudes; and (3) to provide examples of classroom activities that will guide teachers as they design
instruction to help their students meet performance expectations. The framework of the standards
consists of 10 themes incorporating fields of study that roughly correspond with one or more
relevant disciplines. These 10 themes span the educational levels from early to middle grades to
high school. Student performance expectations within each theme are specified, and examples of
classroom activities are provided as illustrations of how to design learning experiences to help
students meet the performance expectations. The 10 themes that form the framework of the social
studies standards are: (1) culture; (2) time, continuity, and change; (3) people, places, and
environments; (4) individual development and identity; (5) individuals, groups, and institutions; (6)
power, authority, and governance; (7) production, distribution, and consumption; (8) science,
technology, and society; (9) global connections; and (10) civic ideals and practices. Appendixes list
essential skills for social studies; democratic beliefs and values; and organizational developing
standards in other fields of study. A supplement contains the position statement. Contains 17
references. (Author/DK)
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jealousy
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