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Black Duck by Janet Taylor Lisle: A Captivating Tale of Mystery and History

black duck by janet taylor lisle is a novel that seamlessly weaves together elements of
mystery, historical fiction, and coming-of-age adventure. Set against the backdrop of the
Maine coast, this book invites readers into a richly detailed world filled with intrigue and
the haunting echoes of the past. For anyone who enjoys stories that combine suspense
with a deep sense of place and character, Black Duck stands out as a memorable read.

Exploring the Storyline of Black Duck by Janet
Taylor Lisle

At its core, Black Duck by Janet Taylor Lisle is centered on Nate, a young boy who moves
to a small, coastal town in Maine after his father’s death. The story unfolds as Nate
discovers a mysterious black duck decoy, leading him on a journey to uncover secrets
about his family and the town’s shadowy history. The novel skillfully blends Nate’s
personal growth with a suspenseful narrative that keeps readers engaged from beginning
to end.

The Intriguing Plot and Setting

What makes Black Duck so compelling is the way Janet Taylor Lisle uses the Maine
coastline not just as a setting but almost as a character itself. The rugged shores, dense
woods, and moody weather all contribute to the atmosphere, creating a vivid sense of
place that enhances the mystery. As Nate delves deeper into the story behind the black
duck decoy, he encounters local legends and hidden truths that challenge his
understanding of his family and community.

How History Shapes the Narrative

One of the standout features of Black Duck by Janet Taylor Lisle is its integration of
historical elements. The novel doesn’t just tell a story set in the present; it draws on
maritime history, particularly the tradition of duck decoy carving and the smuggling
activities that once thrived along the Eastern seaboard. This historical context enriches
the plot, offering readers a fascinating glimpse into a world that many might not be
familiar with.

Characters That Bring the Story to Life

Janet Taylor Lisle’s character development is another reason why Black Duck resonates so



well with readers. Nate is a relatable protagonist whose curiosity and determination drive
the story forward. His interactions with other characters, such as his mysterious Uncle
Howard and the local townspeople, add layers of complexity and emotion.

Nate’s Journey of Discovery

Nate’s journey is as much about self-discovery as it is about solving a mystery. Through
his experiences, readers witness his transformation from a grieving, uncertain boy into
someone who gains confidence and insight. This coming-of-age aspect adds emotional
depth to the narrative, making it appealing to both young adult and adult readers.

Supporting Characters and Their Roles

The supporting cast in Black Duck includes a range of personalities that enrich the story.
From the enigmatic Uncle Howard, whose own secrets add tension, to the locals who
embody the town’s traditions and quirks, these characters help to paint a fuller picture of
the community and its history. Their interactions with Nate often reveal important clues
and contribute to the overall suspense.

Thematic Elements and Writing Style

Janet Taylor Lisle’s writing style in Black Duck is notable for its clarity, descriptive
richness, and pacing. She balances detailed descriptions with brisk storytelling, making
the book accessible and engaging.

Themes of Loss, Identity, and Mystery

The novel explores themes such as loss, identity, and the search for truth. Nate’s personal
loss sets the tone, but the story expands to examine how history and memory shape who
we are. The mystery surrounding the black duck decoy serves as a metaphor for
uncovering hidden parts of ourselves and our past.

Use of Symbolism

The black duck itself becomes a powerful symbol throughout the book. It represents not
only the mystery Nate is trying to solve but also the elusive nature of truth and the way
the past lingers in the present. This symbolic layer adds depth, inviting readers to think
beyond the surface narrative.



Why Black Duck by Janet Taylor Lisle Continues
to Captivate Readers

Despite being published several decades ago, Black Duck remains relevant and beloved by
many readers today. Its combination of a gripping mystery, historical intrigue, and
emotional storytelling makes it stand out in the realm of young adult literature.

Appealing to a Wide Audience

Whether you’re a fan of historical fiction, mysteries, or coming-of-age stories, Black Duck
offers something for everyone. Its timeless themes and relatable characters ensure that it
resonates across generations.

Educational Value

Teachers and librarians often recommend Black Duck by Janet Taylor Lisle because of its
educational potential. The book can spark discussions about local history, maritime
traditions, and the process of uncovering historical facts through storytelling. It’s a great
example of how fiction can bring history to life.

Tips for Readers Diving Into Black Duck

If you’re picking up Black Duck for the first time or revisiting it, here are a few tips to
enhance your reading experience:

Pay attention to the descriptions of the Maine setting—it’s more than just a backdrop
and adds to the mood.

Notice how small details, like the black duck decoy, are tied to larger themes in the
story.

Consider reading about the history of duck decoys and coastal smuggling to gain a
richer understanding of the context.

Reflect on Nate’s growth and the ways his discoveries affect his sense of identity.

Delving into these aspects can turn the reading experience into a more immersive and
rewarding journey.

Black Duck by Janet Taylor Lisle is a novel that invites readers to explore the mysteries of
both the past and the human heart. Its blend of historical depth, engaging storytelling, and



thoughtful themes ensures it leaves a lasting impression long after the last page is turned.
Whether you’re drawn by the suspenseful plot or the evocative setting, this book offers a
captivating escape into a world where history and mystery intertwine.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Black Duck' by Janet Taylor
Lisle?
The main theme of 'Black Duck' is the exploration of family secrets and the impact of the
past on the present, as the protagonist uncovers hidden truths about her heritage.

Who is the protagonist in 'Black Duck' and what
challenges do they face?
The protagonist is a young girl named Mallory, who faces the challenge of unraveling
mysterious events surrounding her family's history while dealing with personal loss and
identity.

How does Janet Taylor Lisle incorporate historical
elements into 'Black Duck'?
Janet Taylor Lisle weaves historical elements into 'Black Duck' by setting parts of the story
during World War II and incorporating real historical events and settings that influence
the characters' lives and the plot development.

What role does the setting play in 'Black Duck' by Janet
Taylor Lisle?
The setting, primarily a coastal town with a rich maritime history, plays a crucial role in
creating an atmospheric backdrop that enhances the mystery and mood of the story,
reflecting the protagonist's journey.

What age group is 'Black Duck' by Janet Taylor Lisle
best suited for?
'Black Duck' is best suited for middle-grade to young adult readers, typically ages 10 to
14, as it combines elements of mystery, history, and coming-of-age themes appropriate for
that audience.

Additional Resources
Black Duck by Janet Taylor Lisle: A Detailed Literary Exploration



black duck by janet taylor lisle stands as a notable work in the realm of young adult
historical fiction, weaving a compelling narrative that intersects mystery, adventure, and
family secrets. Janet Taylor Lisle’s novel, first published in the early 1990s, continues to
garner attention for its vivid portrayal of coastal life and its intricate plot that appeals to
both adolescent readers and adults who appreciate layered storytelling. This article delves
into the thematic depth, narrative structure, and historical context of black duck by janet
taylor lisle, while also examining its literary significance and reception.

In-depth Analysis of Black Duck by Janet Taylor
Lisle

At its core, black duck by janet taylor lisle is a coming-of-age story set against the
backdrop of the New England coast. The novel’s protagonist, Nate, embarks on a journey
that is as much about self-discovery as it is about unraveling the mysteries surrounding his
family’s past. Lisle’s writing is marked by a meticulous attention to detail, particularly in
her depiction of the natural environment, which serves as both a setting and a symbolic
element throughout the novel.

The narrative is structured around Nate’s exploration of the “black duck,” a mysterious
figure connected to local legends and the maritime history of the region. Lisle’s choice to
blend folklore with historical elements enriches the story, inviting readers to engage with
the text on multiple levels. This fusion of myth and reality is a hallmark of her storytelling
style, offering an immersive experience that highlights the tension between tradition and
change.

Thematic Exploration and Literary Devices

One of the standout features of black duck by janet taylor lisle is its exploration of themes
such as identity, loss, and the passage of time. Nate’s quest is not only external but also
deeply internal, reflecting the universal struggle of adolescents striving to understand
their place in a complex world. The motif of the sea, ever-present in the novel, symbolizes
both freedom and uncertainty, mirroring Nate’s emotional landscape.

Lisle employs a variety of literary devices to enhance the narrative. The use of descriptive
imagery brings the coastal setting to life, while the intermittent shifts in perspective
create a layered understanding of the characters’ motivations. Symbolism is woven
throughout the text, with the black duck itself representing elusive truths and the shadows
of the past that characters must confront.

Historical Context and Authenticity

The historical accuracy of black duck by janet taylor lisle is one of its most commendable
aspects. The novel is set during a period when maritime activities, including fishing and
smuggling, played a significant role in coastal communities’ economies and social



structures. Lisle’s research is evident in her portrayal of the era’s customs, dialects, and
daily life, lending authenticity to the narrative.

This attention to detail not only grounds the story in a tangible reality but also educates
readers about an often-overlooked segment of American history. Through Nate’s
interactions and discoveries, readers gain insight into the challenges faced by families
living on the edge of the sea, navigating both natural and human-made dangers.

Comparative Perspectives and Literary Placement

When positioned alongside other young adult historical novels, black duck by janet taylor
lisle holds a distinctive place due to its integration of mystery elements with historical
storytelling. Unlike some contemporaries that focus solely on historical events or
adolescent drama, Lisle’s novel deftly balances both, creating a narrative that is both
engaging and informative.

Comparisons can be drawn with works like Elizabeth George Speare’s “The Sign of the
Beaver” or Avi’s “Crispin: The Cross of Lead,” where young protagonists confront
historical realities while undergoing personal growth. However, Lisle’s atmospheric
setting and incorporation of folklore set black duck apart, offering a unique flavor that
appeals to readers interested in both history and speculative elements.

Strengths and Limitations

The strengths of black duck by janet taylor lisle are multifaceted. The richly drawn
characters, especially Nate’s development, provide emotional depth. The evocative setting
immerses readers in the maritime world, while the plot’s mystery component maintains
suspense throughout. Additionally, Lisle’s prose is accessible yet poetic, making the novel
suitable for a broad age range.

On the other hand, some readers may find the pacing uneven, particularly in sections
where descriptive passages dominate over action. The reliance on local folklore, while
enriching, may also challenge readers unfamiliar with coastal traditions or historical
maritime culture. Nevertheless, these aspects do not detract significantly from the overall
impact of the novel.

Key Features of Black Duck by Janet Taylor Lisle

Setting: New England coastal town, early 20th century

Genre: Young adult historical fiction with mystery elements

Protagonist: Nate, a curious and determined adolescent



Themes: Identity, family secrets, nature, and the interplay of history and folklore

Writing Style: Descriptive, atmospheric, with layered narrative perspectives

Target Audience: Young adults and readers interested in historical mysteries

Reception and Educational Value

Since its publication, black duck by janet taylor lisle has been well-received by educators
and librarians, often recommended for middle school and early high school curricula. Its
combination of historical facts and engaging storytelling makes it a valuable resource for
teaching about American coastal history and the complexities of adolescence.

Critics have praised Lisle’s ability to create a gripping plot without sacrificing historical
authenticity. The novel encourages critical thinking by prompting readers to question
narratives and explore multiple perspectives. In this way, it aligns with contemporary
educational goals of fostering analytical reading skills alongside cultural awareness.

Exploring black duck by janet taylor lisle reveals a layered work that transcends
conventional young adult fiction boundaries. Its blend of mystery, history, and personal
growth continues to resonate, inviting readers to immerse themselves in a world where
the past and present collide amid the crashing waves of the New England shore.

Black Duck By Janet Taylor Lisle

  black duck by janet taylor lisle: Black Duck Janet Taylor Lisle, 2007-09-06 It is spring 1929,
and Prohibition is in full swing. So when Ruben and Jeddy find a dead body washed up on the shore
of their small coastal Rhode Island town, they are sure it has something to do with smuggling liquor.
Soon the boys, along with Jeddy’s strongwilled sister, Marina, are drawn in, suspected by rival
bootlegging gangs of taking something crucial off the dead man. Then Ruben meets the daring
captain of the Black Duck, the most elusive smuggling craft of them all, and it isn’t long before he’s
caught in a war between two of the most dangerous prohibition gangs. Riveting mystery and nonstop
adventure. --School Library Journal
  black duck by janet taylor lisle: Black Duck Janet Taylor Lisle, 2007-09-06 It is spring 1929,
and Prohibition is in full swing. So when Ruben and Jeddy find a dead body washed up on the shore
of their small coastal Rhode Island town, they are sure it has something to do with smuggling liquor.
Soon the boys, along with Jeddy’s strongwilled sister, Marina, are drawn in, suspected by rival
bootlegging gangs of taking something crucial off the dead man. Then Ruben meets the daring
captain of the Black Duck, the most elusive smuggling craft of them all, and it isn’t long before he’s
caught in a war between two of the most dangerous prohibition gangs. Riveting mystery and nonstop
adventure. --School Library Journal
  black duck by janet taylor lisle: Quicksand Pond Janet Taylor Lisle, 2017-05-16
Twelve-year-old Jessie spends the summer with her family on Quicksand Pond, a New England
vacation spot, where she develops a star-crossed friendship with independent Terri, and meets a

https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-158/black-duck-by-janet-taylor-lisle.pdf


reclusive old lady whose connection to a murder that took place decades ago still informs her
present and affects Terri in ways that Jessie gradually comes to understand the more time they
spend together.
  black duck by janet taylor lisle: Children's Book-a-Day Almanac Anita Silvey, 2012-10-30
“An expert on children’s literature . . . provides a worthwhile resource for teachers, librarians, and
parents.” —Booklist The Children's Book-a-Day Almanac is a new way to discover a great children's
book—every day of the year! This fresh, inventive reference book is a dynamic way to showcase the
gems, both new and old, of children's literature. Each page features an event of the day, a children's
book that relates to that event, and a list of other events that took place on that day. Always
informative and often surprising, celebrate a year of literature for children with The Children's
Book-a-Day Almanac. “This has solid possibilities as a springboard for daily reading and writing
activities in the classroom or as simply a book-focused way to start the day.” ―Bulletin of the Center
for Children’s Books
  black duck by janet taylor lisle: Literature for Young Adults Joan L. Knickerbocker, James A.
Rycik, 2019-08-28 Now in its second edition, this book explores a great variety of genres and formats
of young adult literature while placing special emphasis on contemporary works with nontraditional
themes, protagonists, and literary conventions that are well suited to young adult readers. It looks at
the ways in which contemporary readers can access literature and share the works they're reading,
and it shows teachers the resources that are available, especially online, for choosing and using
good literature in the classroom and for recommending books for their students’ personal reading.
In addition to traditional genre chapters, this book includes chapters on literary nonfiction; poetry,
short stories, and drama; and film. Graphic novels, diversity issues, and uses of technology are also
included throughout the text. The book's discussion of literary language—including traditional
elements as well as metafictive terms—enables readers to share in a literary conversation with their
peers (and others) when communicating about books. This book is an essential resource for
preservice educators to help young adults understand and appreciate the excellent literature that is
available to them. New to the second edition: New popular authors, books, and movies with a
greater focus on diversity of literature Updated coverage of new trends, such as metafiction, a
renewed focus on nonfiction, and retellings of canonical works Increased attention to graphic novels
and multimodal texts throughout the book eResources with downloadable materials, including book
lists, awards lists, and Focus Questions
  black duck by janet taylor lisle: The Crying Rocks Janet Taylor Lisle, 2017-05-16 From
Newbery Honor author Janet Taylor Lisle comes a lyrical story about one girl’s discovery of her
startling past—and her search to understand her complicated present. Joelle’s height and dark skin
set her apart from everyone in Marshfield. It’s no secret that she’s adopted, but where is she from?
Aunt Mary Louise says she came from Chicago on a freight train, but the story doesn’t sit right with
Joelle. There’s something more. She feels it. Carlos, the quiet boy in Joelle’s Spanish class, sees it.
When he tells her that she looks like a girl in the town library’s old mural of Narragansett Indians,
Joelle can’t help sneaking a look. She’s surprised by a flicker of recognition. And when Carlos tells
her about the Crying Rocks, where the ghosts of Narragansett children are said to cry for their lost
mothers, Joelle knows she must visit them. When they finally set out through the forest, neither she
nor Carlos anticipates the power of the ancient place, or the revelations to be found there—about
the pasts they’ve both buried, and the discovery of a rare kind of courage that runs deep in Joelle’s
family.
  black duck by janet taylor lisle: Buried Robin Merrow MacCready, 2008-07-31 Winner of the
Edgar Award! Careful planning and constant control is Claudine's protection. Order is her weapon.
She's long buried her own needs and dreams to cover for her alcoholic mom. But when Mom
suddenly disappeares-another alcoholic binge-seventeen-year-old Claudine finds herself all alone,
and a much darker reality emerges from beneath years of angry denial and enabling behavior. And
as the truth comes closer to the surface, Claudine must dig for the answers she's always worked so
hard to cover up.



  black duck by janet taylor lisle: The Potato Chip Puzzles Eric Berlin, 2010 Winston and his
friends enter a puzzle contest to win fifty thousand dollars for their school, but they must also figure
out who is trying to keep them from winning, in a book that includes puzzles for the reader to solve.
  black duck by janet taylor lisle: The Puzzling World of Winston Breen Eric Berlin,
2009-04-16 Winston Breen says the only thing better than discovering a puzzle is stumping someone
else with it. But when his sister uncovers mysterious strips of wood with words and letters on them,
even Winston himself is stumped. Soon the whole family (and some friends) are caught up in the
mystery and off on a scavenger hunt that just may lead to a ring worth thousands of dollars!
Chock-full of puzzles to solve, some tied to the mystery and some not, this treasure hunt will keep
readers' brains teased right up to the exciting ending! Perfect for fans of The Westing Game,
exciting mysteries, and, of course, puzzles!
  black duck by janet taylor lisle: Scary, Gross, and Enlightening Books for Boys Grades 3–12
Deborah B. Ford, 2009-11-19 Finally, a book to help educators promote sure-fire reading pleasers to
boy readers in grades 3–12! Scary, Gross, and Enlightening: Books for Boys Grades 3-12 is the
helpful new reference handbook for educators looking for just the right books to captivate the
imaginations of boys in a way that makes reading fun as well as effective. In chapters than span the
full range of categories and genres, Scary, Gross, and Enlightening surveys the latest and greatest
titles aimed at boys in the primary and secondary grades, including nonfiction, graphic novels,
mystery and adventure, sports, sci-fi and fantasy, humor, history, books that were made into movies,
read-aloud titles, and classic works that have stood the test of time. Each chapter suggests a number
of appropriate and delightful titles on a specific theme and includes listings of corresponding
websites, reproducible lessons, and activities. The book also provides lists of professional titles to
support each chapter's theme, as well as research-based strategies for teaching with the suggested
books.
  black duck by janet taylor lisle: Experiencing America’s Story through Fiction Hilary Susan
Crew, 2014-07-11 Historical fiction helps young adults imagine the past through the lives and
relationships of its protagonists, putting them at the center of fascinating times and places--and the
new Common Core Standards allow for use of novels alongside textbooks for teaching history.
Perfect for classroom use and YA readers’ advisory, Crew’s book highlights more than 150 titles of
historical fiction published since 2000 that are appropriate for seventh to twelfth graders. Choosing
award-winners as well as novels which have been well-reviewed in Booklist, The Horn
Book,Multicultural Review, History Teach, Journal of American History, and other periodicals, this
resource assists librarians and educators bySpotlighting novels with a multiplicity of voices from
different cultures, races, and ethnicitiesFeaturing both YA novels and novels written for adults that
are appropriate for teensOffering thorough annotations, with an examination of each novel’s
historical contentProviding discussion questions and online resources for classroom use that
encourage students to think critically about the book and compare ideas and events in the story to
actual historyThis book will help teachers of history as well as school and public librarians who work
with youth to promote a more inclusive understanding of America’s story through historical fiction.
  black duck by janet taylor lisle: Best Books for Young Adults Holly Koelling, 2007-08-13
Rev. ed. of: Best books for young adults / Betty Carter, with Sally Estes and Linda Waddle. 2nd ed.
c2000.
  black duck by janet taylor lisle: The Horn Book Guide to Children's and Young Adult Books ,
2006
  black duck by janet taylor lisle: Readers' Advisory for Children and 'Tweens Penny Peck,
2010-04-09 This complete guide to youth readers' advisory covers genres, reading interests, and
issues, as well as provides lists of sample titles and recommended reading. Finding children and
'tweens great books to read is still a key library service, even in the age of computers. Readers'
Advisory for Children and 'Tweens is an easy-to-use, practical guide that will help any library staff
member become more comfortable offering this service—and more adept at producing satisfying
results. Beginning with basic advice on the readers' advisory interview, the book details how to find



books for different age groups, including young children and their parents, emergent readers,
transitional readers, and adept readers. It explores genre fiction for 'tweens, nonfiction, poetry and
folklore, and graphic novels, and it offers techniques on promoting books and reading. Potentially
sensitive issues such as book challenges, assisting English language learners, serving children from
various cultures, working with teachers, and helping reluctant readers are addressed, as well. The
advice is augmented with handy booklists and descriptions of dozens of websites that aid in youth
readers' advisory.
  black duck by janet taylor lisle: Value-Packed Booktalks Lucy Schall, 2011-04-07 In this
guide, 100 recommended books and booktalks offer the perfect way to start value discussions with
teens and teen/adult book groups. With its focus on current, popular titles, Value-Packed Booktalks:
Genre Talks and More for Teen Readers is a flexible tool for all educators—from Young Adult (YA)
librarians and readers' advisors at public libraries to school librarians and teachers. Booktalks are
provided for young adult literature published between 2006 and 2010, organized by values
addressed in specific genres. Examples of discussions show how these booktalks can help teens
define what is personally important to them and why. Unique in that it ties current popular genres to
values (courage with adventure titles, problem-solving with mystery/suspense), the book focuses on
100 recently published YA fiction and nonfiction titles, offering summaries, lists of themes, values
statements, booktalks, and curriculum connections. It also cites passages appropriate for read-aloud
booktalks, designates a general grade-range (middle, junior, or senior high school), notes gender
appeal for the titles (male, female, or cross gender), and lists similar or related works, some
published before 2006.
  black duck by janet taylor lisle: Bring History Alive! Kirk Ankeney, 2011-06-15
  black duck by janet taylor lisle: Get Those Guys Reading! Kathleen A. Baxter, Marcia
Agness Kochel, 2012-05-07 Want to identify fiction books that boys in grades three through nine will
find irresistible? This guide reveals dozens of worthwhile recommendations in categories ranging
from adventure stories and sports novels to horror, humorous, and science fiction books. In Get
Those Guys Reading!: Fiction and Series Books that Boys Will Love, authors Kathleen A. Baxter and
Marcia A. Kochel provide compelling and current reading suggestions for younger boys—information
that educators, librarians, and parents alike are desperate for. Comprising titles that are almost all
well-reviewed in at least one major professional journal, or that are such big hits with kids that
they've received the stamp of approval from the most important reviewers, this book will be
invaluable to anyone whose goal is to help boys develop a healthy enthusiasm for reading. It includes
chapters on adventure books; animal stories; graphic novels; historical fiction; humorous books;
mystery, horror, and suspense titles; science fiction and fantasy; and sports novels. Within each
chapter, the selections are further divided into books for younger readers (grades 3–6) and titles for
older boys in grades 5–8. Elementary and middle school librarians and teachers, public librarians,
Title One teachers, and parents of boys in grades 3–9 will all benefit greatly from having this book at
hand.
  black duck by janet taylor lisle: Teen Talkback with Interactive Booktalks! Lucy Schall,
2013-05-01 Covering the genres popular with today's teens—fiction and nonfiction, including poetry
and graphic novels—this resource provides 110 great book choices for young adult reading,
interactive booktalks, and individual writing activities. All educators and library professionals need
practical resources with easily accessible information and activities that can be immediately applied.
Teen Talkback with Interactive Booktalks! is such a resource, supplying ready-to-use, interactive
booktalks and curriculum connections for more than 100 recently published young adult books. This
unique book is an invaluable tool for motivating teens to read. It shows how to make booktalks
interactive and get teens participating in the presentation, rather than passively listening. Book
selections include titles published from 2008 to 2012 organized in seven categories: Issues,
Contemporary, Adventure/Survival, Mystery/Suspense, Fantasy, Heritage, and Multiple Cultures.
Complete bibliographical information for each selection is included along with a literary
classification as well as an age/grade level and gender designation. The read-alouds passages



include talkback questions to facilitate discussion, and related works are supplied as suggestions for
additional reading choices.
  black duck by janet taylor lisle: Bootleggers, Lobstermen & Lumberjacks Matthew P.
Mayo, 2010-10-05 The story of New England is built on an endless armature of fascinating tales of
Yankee ingenuity and hardy, intrepid characters. Bootleggers, Lobstermen, and Lumberjacks takes
the top fifty wildest episodes in the region’s bygone days and presents them to the reader in one
convenient, narrative-driven package. Including incredible but true tales of hardy Yankee hill folk
and crusty seafarers engaged in all manner of amazing activity—from witch-hunting to log rolling,
sometimes with tragic results—this book is a perfect stroll through New England’s past for resident
and visitor alike. Yankee history is rife with all manner of shipwreck victims surviving any way they
know how; Indian, pirate, and shark attacks, cougar and bear attacks, and, of course, rum runners
and bootleggers doing what they do best.
  black duck by janet taylor lisle: Promoting Great Reads to Improve Teen Reading Lucy
Schall, 2015-02-12 Support current educational initiatives with a ready-to-use tool that will help you
with selection, motivation, and skill building relative to titles published within the last five years.
New demands by Common Core and other national and state standards mean teachers and
librarians need support in pairing high-interest content with skill building that speaks to those
standards. This hands-on, research-based resource will help. Covering 100 titles, it guides you to
topics, themes, values, and activities that meet national and state standards. The book's
organization—by genres, topics, and themes—will enable librarians to serve customers with specific
requests and help teachers build thematic units. Focusing on recent young adult fiction and
nonfiction (2010–2014), the guide offers a succinct plot summary, links to popular themes and
genres, indication of reading levels, and an engaging booktalk for each title. It also includes
guidelines for further promoting each book and extending knowledge through discussion. The
author, a former middle and high school teacher, demonstrates how you can foster close reading
through paraphrasing, comparison, and response and explains how to strengthen critical thinking
among teens. Lists of related titles and notes on gender appeal can be used for readers' advisory.
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