bible commentary gospel of john

**Exploring the Bible Commentary on the Gospel of John: Insights and Understanding**

bible commentary gospel of john serves as an invaluable resource for anyone seeking to deepen their
understanding of one of the most profound books in the New Testament. The Gospel of John stands apart
from the Synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark, and Luke) with its unique style, theological depth, and
symbolic imagery. A thorough commentary on this gospel not only unpacks its rich theological themes but
also illuminates the historical and cultural contexts behind the text, making the scripture more accessible

and meaningful.

‘Whether you are a student, pastor, or simply a curious reader, diving into a detailed Bible commentary on
the Gospel of John can reveal nuances that might otherwise be missed. In this article, we’ll explore what
makes the Gospel of John so distinctive, why commentary is crucial for its study, and highlight some of the

best approaches and resources for engaging with this gospel in a meaningful way.

Why the Gospel of John Deserves a Dedicated Bible Commentary

The Gospel of John is often considered the most theological of the four gospels. Unlike the Synoptic Gospels,
which focus more on Jesus’ parables and miracles, John emphasizes His divine identity, the concept of
eternal life, and the intimate relationship between Christ and believers. This gospel contains profound
statements such as “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God”

(John 1:1), which require careful exegesis.

A Bible commentary on the Gospel of John helps to:

- Clarify difficult passages and symbolic language.

- Provide historical and cultural background that informs the text.

- Explore theological themes such as incarnation, light vs. darkness, and the role of the Holy Spirit.

- Offer practical applications for modern readers.

Studying the Gospel of John alongside a trusted commentary enriches personal devotion and theological

study by bridging the gap between ancient text and contemporary understanding.

Key Themes Highlighted in Bible Commentary Gospel of John

When approaching any commentary on the Gospel of John, you’ll notice several recurring themes that

scholars and theologians continually emphasize.



The Divinity of Christ

John’s gospel strongly underscores Jesus as the divine Son of God. Commentaries often delve into the “I
Am” statements scattered throughout the text, such as:

- “T am the bread of life” (John 6:35)

- “I am the light of the world” (John 8:12)

- “I am the resurrection and the life” (John 11:25)
Each of these declarations reveals different facets of Jesus’ identity and mission. A good commentary will

unpack the Old Testament references and Jewish context behind these phrases, helping readers appreciate

their full significance.

The Concept of Eternal Life

Eternal life is not just a future hope in John’s gospel; it is a present reality for believers. Commentators
explore how eternal life is described as knowing God and Jesus Christ (John 17:3), highlighting relational

and experiential dimensions, rather than solely a future promise.

Symbolism and Metaphor

John’s Gospel is rich in symbolism — from light and darkness to water and bread. Bible commentaries
provide explanations of these metaphors within the Jewish tradition and early Christian thought, enabling

readers to see beyond the surface narrative.

Popular Bible Commentaries on the Gospel of John

For those interested in deepening their study, several Bible commentaries stand out for their clarity,

scholarship, and accessibility.

1. The New International Commentary on the New Testament (NICNT)
- John by F.F. Bruce

F.F. Bruce’s commentary is highly respected for its scholarly rigor and readability. It balances critical

analysis with pastoral insights, making it suitable for both academic study and personal growth.



2. The Gospel of John (The New International Greek Testament
Commentary) by Andreas J. Késtenberger

For readers interested in a more technical and language-focused approach, Késtenberger’s work is

excellent. It delves into the original Greek text, offering detailed linguistic and theological analysis.

3. John: A Commentary (The Bible Speaks Today) by George R. Beasley-
Murray

This commentary is known for its clear explanation and practical application, making complex theological

ideas accessible to a broad audience.

4. The Gospel of John (New American Commentary) by Craig S. Keener

Keener’s commentary is comprehensive, covering historical, cultural, and theological perspectives. His

extensive footnotes and references make it a favorite among serious students of Scripture.

How to Use a Bible Commentary on the Gospel of John
Effectively

While having access to a commentary is invaluable, using it effectively requires some guidance.

Read the Text First

Before consulting any commentary, read the passage on your own. This allows you to engage directly with

the Scripture and form your initial impressions.

Compare Different Commentaries

No single commentary has all the answers. Comparing perspectives helps to form a balanced understanding

and avoid potential biases.



Focus on Context

Pay attention to historical and cultural explanations in the commentary. Understanding the context in

which John wrote enriches your grasp of the text’s meaning.

Reflect on Theological Insights

John’s gospel is theological at its core. Engage with the commentary’s explanations of key doctrines and

consider how these truths apply in your life.

Use Study Tools

Many modern commentaries come with maps, charts, and word studies that enhance comprehension.

Utilize these to deepen your study experience.

The Impact of Bible Commentary Gospel of John on Faith and
Ministry

For pastors and ministry leaders, having a solid commentary on the Gospel of John is instrumental in
sermon preparation and teaching. The gospel’s rich theological content provides a treasure trove of material
for preaching about Jesus’ identity, salvation, and the work of the Holy Spirit.

Moreover, personal Bible study enriched with commentary leads to a more profound and informed faith.

Readers often find themselves more connected to the text and better equipped to share its message with

others.

Encouraging Personal Devotion

A commentary can guide readers through challenging passages that may otherwise seem confusing.

Understanding the deeper meanings can encourage a more intimate relationship with Christ.

Supporting Academic and Theological Study



For seminary students and scholars, commentaries on John serve as critical resources for research, papers,

and theological reflection.

Exploring the Unique Literary Style of the Gospel of John

One of the reasons a Bible commentary on the Gospel of John is so helpful is because of the unique literary
style the author employs. Unlike narrative-driven synoptic gospels, John uses long discourses, symbolic

dialogues, and poetic language.

Use of Dualism

John frequently contrasts light and darkness, truth and falsehood, life and death. Commentaries explain

how this literary device emphasizes the spiritual battle and the choice presented to readers.

Extended “I Am” Discourses

These are not just theological statements but also invitations to relationship and trust. Commentaries help

unpack these dense passages for clearer understanding.

Focus on Signs and Miracles

John’s gospel refers to miracles as “signs” that point to Jesus’ divine nature. Commentary notes often

explore the symbolism behind these miracles and how they contribute to the overall message.

Additional Resources for Studying the Gospel of John

Beyond traditional commentaries, there are many helpful resources to supplement your study.

e Study Bibles: Many study Bibles provide concise commentary and notes on the Gospel of John,

helpful for quick reference.

¢ Online Platforms: Websites like Bible Gateway and Blue Letter Bible offer free access to multiple

commentaries and original language tools.



e Video Sermons and Lectures: Listening to sermons focused on John can provide fresh insights and

practical applications.

¢ Academic Journals: For advanced study, theological journals often publish articles analyzing specific

passages or themes.

Each of these tools can complement a thorough Bible commentary and enrich your engagement with the
Gospel of John.

Engaging with a Bible commentary on the Gospel of John opens the door to a richer, more nuanced
appreciation of the text. Whether you approach it for personal growth or academic study, these resources
provide clarity and depth, making the profound message of John accessible and transformative for readers

today.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the Gospel of John in Bible commentary

studies?

The Gospel of John is significant in Bible commentary studies because it offers a unique theological
perspective on the life and teachings of Jesus Christ, emphasizing His divinity, the concept of eternal life,

and the intimate relationship between Jesus and God the Father.

Which Bible commentaries are considered the best for studying the
Gospel of John?

Some of the best Bible commentaries for studying the Gospel of John include "The Gospel of John' by F.F.
Bruce, '"The Gospel according to John' by D.A. Carson, and the 'John' volume in the New International

Commentary on the New Testament (NICNT) series by Leon Morris.

How do Bible commentaries help in understanding the symbolism in the
Gospel of John?

Bible commentaries provide historical, cultural, and theological context that helps readers understand the
rich symbolism in the Gospel of John, such as references to light and darkness, the "Word' (Logos), and the

use of signs and miracles to convey deeper spiritual truths.



Are there online resources for accessing Bible commentaries on the
Gospel of John?

Yes, there are many online resources such as Bible Gateway, Blue Letter Bible, and StudyLight that offer
free or subscription-based access to a variety of Bible commentaries on the Gospel of John, allowing users to

explore different interpretations and insights.

What are some common themes highlighted in Bible commentaries on
the Gospel of John?

Common themes highlighted in Bible commentaries on the Gospel of John include the deity of Christ, the
concept of eternal life, the role of the Holy Spirit, the importance of faith and belief, and the portrayal of

Jesus as the incarnate Word of God who reveals the Father to humanity.

Additional Resources

Bible Commentary Gospel of John: An Analytical Exploration

bible commentary gospel of john serves as an essential tool for theologians, clergy, students, and lay readers
seeking a deeper understanding of one of the most theologically rich books in the New Testament. The
Gospel of John stands apart from the Synoptic Gospels with its unique narrative style, profound theological
insights, and symbolic language. Consequently, a comprehensive bible commentary on this gospel must
navigate complex themes such as Christology, Johannine symbolism, and the interplay between history
and theology. This article undertakes an investigative review of prominent bible commentaries on the
Gospel of John, analyzing their approaches, theological perspectives, and scholarly contributions to enrich

biblical studies and spiritual growth.

Understanding the Unique Challenges of Commenting on the
Gospel of John

The Gospel of John is not only a narrative of Jesus Christ’s life and ministry but also a theological treatise
emphasizing his divinity and role in salvation history. Unlike the Synoptic Gospels—Matthew, Mark, and
Luke—John’s gospel contains fewer parables and more extended discourses, such as the Farewell Discourse
(John 14-17). This distinctiveness poses interpretative challenges. A bible commentary on the Gospel of

John must address:

¢ The theological emphasis on Jesus as the Word (Logos) and Son of God.



¢ The use of symbolic language and metaphors (e.g., “light,” “water,” “bread of life”).
e The historical context and Johannine community background.

e The interplay between signs and faith in the narrative structure.

Given these complexities, commentators often adopt various methodologies, ranging from historical-critical
and literary approaches to theological exegesis and devotional reflections. The diversity of these methods
provides readers with multifaceted insights but also requires discernment when selecting a bible

commentary gospel of john.

Key Features of Leading Bible Commentaries on the Gospel of
John

When evaluating bible commentaries on John, several features stand out as critical indicators of scholarly

rigor and practical utility:

1. Depth of Theological Analysis

A robust commentary delves deeply into John’s Christology, exploring the implications of Jesus’ divine
identity and mission. For example, commentators like D.A. Carson in "The Gospel According to John"
emphasize the gospel’s theological precision, balancing doctrinal exposition with textual analysis. This kind
of commentary often engages with key theological debates, such as the interpretation of the “I am” sayings,

and the relationship between Jesus and the Father.

2. Historical and Cultural Contextualization

Understanding the socio-religious milieu of the Johannine community enriches interpretation.
Commentaries that integrate archaeological findings, Second Temple Judaism background, and early
Christian history provide a more grounded reading. Raymond E. Brown's seminal work, "The Gospel
According to John," exemplifies this approach, blending historical-critical scholarship with pastoral

sensitivity.



3. Literary and Narrative Criticism

The Gospel of John is a carefully crafted narrative with thematic patterns and symbolic motifs.
Contemporary commentaries often employ literary criticism to highlight narrative devices, structure, and
symbolism. For instance, Andreas J. Késtenberger’s commentary elucidates how John’s use of “signs”

functions to evoke faith and understanding.

4. Accessibility and Practical Application

Some bible commentaries on the Gospel of John aim to bridge academic research and lay readability. These
works provide clear explanations, discussion questions, and devotional insights, making them suitable for
sermon preparation or personal study. For example, the NIV Application Commentary offers a balanced

combination of scholarly detail and practical application.

Comparative Analysis: Popular Bible Commentaries on the Gospel
of John

To illustrate the range and depth of bible commentary gospel of john resources, consider a comparative

review of several widely respected commentaries:

1. Raymond E. Brown’s “The Gospel According to John”
o Pros: Scholarly depth, historical context, ecumenical perspective.

o Cons: Dense prose, may be challenging for beginners.

2. D.A. Carson’s “The Gospel According to John” (Pillar New Testament Commentary)
o Pros: Balanced theological insight, clear exegesis, engagement with contemporary scholarship.

o Cons: Some sections are highly technical.

3. Andreas J. Késtenberger’s “John” (Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament)



o Pros: Detailed linguistic and literary analysis, thorough exploration of theological themes.

o Cons: Lengthy and detailed, requiring a strong background in biblical studies.

4. Craig S. Keener’s “The Gospel of John: A Commentary”
o Pros: Extensive cultural and historical research, accessible writing.

o Cons: Volume is very large, potentially overwhelming for casual readers.

5. NIV Application Commentary on John
o Pros: Practical application focus, user-friendly, suitable for sermon preparation.

o Cons: Less detailed in original language analysis.

These commentaries illustrate the spectrum of interpretative strategies and target audiences, offering

options for diverse study needs.

Integrating Bible Commentary Gospel of John into Study and
Ministry
For pastors, seminary students, and laypersons alike, the integration of a reliable bible commentary gospel

of john into study routines can enhance biblical literacy and spiritual formation. Here are several practical

considerations:
¢ Contextual Study: Use historical and cultural insights to bridge ancient texts with contemporary
understanding.

¢ Theological Reflection: Engage with Christological themes to deepen faith perspectives and doctrinal
clarity.



¢ Homiletic Preparation: Employ commentaries that offer application points and narrative coherence

for preaching.

¢ Personal Devotion: Select accessible commentaries that facilitate meditation on John’s spiritual

messages.

Moreover, combining commentaries with other biblical resources such as lexicons, concordances, and

theological dictionaries enhances interpretative accuracy and depth.

The Role of Digital Bible Commentaries

The digital revolution has transformed access to bible commentaries on the Gospel of John. Online platforms
and apps now offer searchable, cross-referenced content that integrates multiple commentaries. This

accessibility allows users to compare scholarly opinions instantly and tailor their study according to personal
interests or academic requirements. However, digital formats sometimes risk superficial engagement due to

information overload; thus, critical evaluation of sources remains paramount.

Conclusion: Navigating the Terrain of Bible Commentary Gospel
of John

Exploring bible commentary gospel of john reveals a multifaceted landscape where historical scholarship,
theological inquiry, and spiritual reflection converge. The selection of an appropriate commentary depends
largely on the reader’s objectives—whether academic research, sermon preparation, or personal edification.
As the Gospel of John continues to inspire and challenge readers, well-crafted commentaries remain

indispensable for unpacking its rich narrative and profound theological messages.

In summary, engaging with diverse bible commentaries on the Gospel of John fosters a holistic
understanding of this sacred text, illuminating its timeless relevance and deepening the reader’s connection

to the Christian faith tradition.

Bible Commentary Gospel Of John

bible commentary gospel of john: Commentary on the Gospel of John Frédéric Louis Godet,
1886

bible commentary gospel of john: John, Volume 36 George R. Beasley-Murray, 2018-04-24
The Word Biblical Commentary delivers the best in biblical scholarship, from the leading scholars of


https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-158/bible-commentary-gospel-of-john.pdf

our day who share a commitment to Scripture as divine revelation. This series emphasizes a
thorough analysis of textual, linguistic, structural, and theological evidence. The result is judicious
and balanced insight into the meanings of the text in the framework of biblical theology. These
widely acclaimed commentaries serve as exceptional resources for the professional theologian and
instructor, the seminary or university student, the working minister, and everyone concerned with
building theological understanding from a solid base of biblical scholarship. Overview of
Commentary Organization Introduction—covers issues pertaining to the whole book, including
context, date, authorship, composition, interpretive issues, purpose, and theology. Each section of
the commentary includes: Pericope Bibliography—a helpful resource containing the most important
works that pertain to each particular pericope. Translation—the author’s own translation of the
biblical text, reflecting the end result of exegesis and attending to Hebrew and Greek idiomatic
usage of words, phrases, and tenses, yet in reasonably good English. Notes—the author’s notes to
the translation that address any textual variants, grammatical forms, syntactical constructions, basic
meanings of words, and problems of translation. Form/Structure/Setting—a discussion of redaction,
genre, sources, and tradition as they concern the origin of the pericope, its canonical form, and its
relation to the biblical and extra-biblical contexts in order to illuminate the structure and character
of the pericope. Rhetorical or compositional features important to understanding the passage are
also introduced here. Comment—verse-by-verse interpretation of the text and dialogue with other
interpreters, engaging with current opinion and scholarly research. Explanation—brings together all
the results of the discussion in previous sections to expose the meaning and intention of the text at
several levels: (1) within the context of the book itself; (2) its meaning in the OT or NT; (3) its place
in the entire canon; (4) theological relevance to broader OT or NT issues. General
Bibliography—occurring at the end of each volume, this extensive bibliographycontains all sources
used anywhere in the commentary.

bible commentary gospel of john: The Gospel According to John D. A. Carson, 1991 With
this acclaimed volume in the Pillar New Testament Commentary series, Carson explains the text of
John's Gospel to help you minister the Word of God to others, either by preaching or by leading Bible
studies. The commentary will also deepen your understanding of the Gospel in your own life and
worship. Throughout his commentary Carson does the following: * makes clear the flow of the text,
focusing on the movement of thought rather than on word studies and Greek syntax * engages a
small but representative part of the massive secondary literature on John, providing a kind of map of
contemporary studies on this Gospel * draws a few lines toward establishing how John's Gospel
contributes to biblical and systematic theology * offers a consistent exposition of John as an
evangelistic Gospel Preceded by a comprehensive introduction treating such matters as the
authenticity, authorship, purpose and structure of the Gospel, this commentary on John exhibits the
solid evangelical Scripture exposition for which Carson is well known and respected.

bible commentary gospel of john: John (Understanding the Bible Commentary Series) ].
Ramsey Michaels, 2011-08-01 The Understanding the Bible Commentary Series helps readers
navigate the strange and sometimes intimidating literary terrain of the Bible. These accessible
volumes break down the barriers between the ancient and modern worlds so that the power and
meaning of the biblical texts become transparent to contemporary readers. The contributors tackle
the task of interpretation using the full range of critical methodologies and practices, yet they do so
as people of faith who hold the text in the highest regard. Pastors, teachers, and lay people alike will
cherish the truth found in this commentary series.

bible commentary gospel of john: The Gospel of John Jerome H. Neyrey, 2007 This highly
accessible 2007 commentary brings readers into the cultural world of the gospel.

bible commentary gospel of john: The Gospel According to John Floyd Vivian Filson, 1963

bible commentary gospel of john: John- Moody Gospel Commentary |. Carl Laney,
1992-06-09 Dr. Carl Laney takes the reader verse-by-verse through John's Gospel to ensure
interpretive continuity.

bible commentary gospel of john: John Gerard Sloyan, 2009-07-15 In this volume, Gerard




Sloyan utilizes the lectionary approach to offer new insights into understanding the book of John. In
so doing, he puts the Fourth Gospel in the Old Testament context within which the early church
received the public readings of this Gospel. His emphasis on the use of John within first-century
Christianity enables modern readers to grasp the meaning of the Gospel message. Interpretation: A
Bible Commentary for Teaching and Preaching is a distinctive resource for those who interpret the
Bible in the church. Planned and written specifically for teaching and preaching needs, this critically
acclaimed biblical commentary is a major contribution to scholarship and ministry.

bible commentary gospel of john: John 1-11 MacArthur New Testament Commentary
John MacArthur, 2006-03-01 How can a sinner have eternal life? The gospel of John provides the
answer: by believing in Jesus Christ. The claims Jesus made, and the works He performed to validate
those claims, prove that He is the Son of God and the Savior of the world. Nothing could be more
relevant in today's world than this message of salvation. Join John MacArthur as he explains each
verse in a way that is both doctrinally precise and intensely practical.

bible commentary gospel of john: Bible Commentary - The Gospel of John ].C. Ryle,
2015-03-03 Bible Commentaries of J.C. Ryle on Gospel of John. A great volume to enlighten and
strengthen all modern-day believers J.C. Ryle Anglican bishop of Liverpool. Thoroughly evangelical
in his doctrine and uncompromising in his principles, Ryle was a prolific writer, vigorous preacher,
and faithful pastor. Charles Spurgeon considered him the best man in the Church of England.

bible commentary gospel of john: The Gospel of John, 1-3 John Philip Comfort, Wendell C.
Hawley, Grant Osborne, 2017-12-05 These accessible commentaries are for anyone who wants to
enter a serious study of God's Word. Each volume guides the reader through the literary and
theological issues in the text and provides correlation to multiple numbering systems for word study.
This volume includes the entire NLT text of John and 1-3 John, translation notes, and fresh
expository commentary. AUTHOR BACKGROUND Dr. Philip W. Comfort has studied English
Literature, Greek, and New Testament at the Ohio State University and the University of South
Africa. He has taught at Wheaton College, Trinity Episcopal Seminary, and Columbia International
University. He currently teaches at Coastal Carolina University and is a senior editor of Bible
reference at Tyndale House Publishers. Dr. Wendell C. Hawley graduated from the University of
Oregon (BA and MA) and from Western Baptist Seminary. He was awarded the LLD from California
Graduate School of Theology and the DD degree from Western Baptist Seminary, Portland, Oregon.
Dr. Grant R. Osborne is professor of New Testament at Trinity Evangelical Divinity School. Prior to
his work at Trinity, he served as a pastor for over 4 years and taught at Winnipeg Theological
Seminary and the University of Aberdeen. He received his Master of Arts in New Testament from
Trinity Evangelical Divinity School, and the Doctor of Philosophy in New Testament from the
University of Aberdeen, Scotland.

bible commentary gospel of john: The Gospel According to John and the Johannine
Letters Scott M. Lewis, 2005 Thought-provoking and understandable, Scott M. Lewis, SJ, breaks the
Gospel of John down into manageable sections with commentary vital to new and returning readers.
Using themes from John's prologue to provide a focus, Lewis encourages his readers to question and
ponder, rather than gloss over, this deceptively simple text. The Gospel According to John and the
Johannine Letters offers a brief commentary, incorporating recent scholarship, with a general
approach. Ideally suited for Bible study groups as well as individual reflection, it is accessible to
abroad range of people. Scott M. Lewis, S], STD, is associate professor of New Testament at Regis
College, Toronto, Ontario, and is engaged in retreat ministry.

bible commentary gospel of john: Commentary on the Gospel of John Saint Thomas
(Aquinas), 2010-08 *An expanded edition of the only English translation of Aquinass greatest biblical
commentary*

bible commentary gospel of john: The Gospel of John Barnabas Lindars, 1981

bible commentary gospel of john: A Commentary on the Gospel of John David Pawson,
2015-06-24 'John is a remarkable Gospel, utterly different from the other three. It reflects the unique
insights of the man who was closest to Jesus while he was on earth, and is full of concern that we



should not just know about what Jesus did, but should also realize who he was. It reflects, too, John's
burden the believers in Jesus should not be side-tracked by erroneous teaching, whether concerning
Jesus' identity or the veracity of his claims. He wanted believers to be absolutely sure that
eyewitnesses, Jesus' own words and his astonishing works all point to one who was truly God come
in the flesh, the living Word, the very glory of God among humanity. John's collected evidence and
proof all make the most compelling testimony to Jesus' right to demand our on-going trust and
obedience.'

bible commentary gospel of john: First, Second, and Third John D. Moody Smith, 2012
This careful and thoughtful book unlocks the door to the theological and ethical treasures contained
in the Epistles of John. It is an invitation to a journey of discovery, from the well-known and familiar
to the less familiar but rewarding.

bible commentary gospel of john: The Gospel According to John: A Modern Bible
Commentary BookCaps Study Guides Staff, 2011 There are lots of Bible commentaries on the Book
of John, but BookCaps offers one of the first electronic Bible Commentaries for the modern reader.
This commentary includes an introduction to the book (including the history of the text, the
structure, and the themes), a chapter by chapter summary, and discussion questions. BookCaps
Bible Commentaries are nondenominational study guides for people who are just getting into the
Bible for the first time, or who just want to know a little more.

bible commentary gospel of john: The Gospel of John Barnabas Lindars, 1981

bible commentary gospel of john: The Gospel of John Elmer L. Towns, 2002 This
commentary brings to life John's ultimate purpose for his gospel: that his readers will believe the life
and death of the Son of God and receive eternal life. Part of the 21st Century Premillennial New
Testament Commentary Series.

bible commentary gospel of john: An Introduction to the Gospel of John Raymond Edward
Brown, 2003 When Raymond E. Brown died in 1998, less than a year after the publication of his
masterpiece,An Introduction to the New Testament, he left behind a nearly completed revision of his
acclaimed two-volume commentary on the Gospel of John. The manuscript, skillfully edited by
Francis J. Moloney, displays the rare combination of meticulous scholarship and clear, engaging
writing that made Father Brown'’s books consistently outsell other works of biblical scholarship. An
Introduction to the Gospel of Johnrepresents the culmination of Brown’s long and intense
examination of part of the New Testament. One of the most important aspects of this new book,
particularly to the scholarly community, is how it differs from the original commentary in several
important ways. It presents, for example, a new perspective on the historical development of the
Gospels, and shows how Brown decided to open his work to literary readings of the text, rather than
relying primarily on the historical, which informed the original volumes. In addition, there is an
entire section devoted to Christology, absent in the original, as well as a magisterial new section on
the representation of Jews in the Gospel of John.
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