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50 Essays: A Portable Anthology 3rd Edition - An In-Depth Look at This Essential Collection

50 essays a portable anthology 3rd edition has become a staple resource for students,
educators, and avid readers looking to explore a diverse range of essays that span various themes,
styles, and voices. This anthology offers a carefully curated selection of thought-provoking pieces that
not only showcase exemplary writing but also serve as a practical guide for understanding the craft of
essay writing. Whether you are preparing for a college composition course or simply appreciate
compelling nonfiction, this edition provides an accessible and enriching experience.

What Makes 50 Essays: A Portable Anthology 3rd
Edition Stand Out?

One of the key features that sets the 3rd edition apart is its updated content and thoughtful
organization. The anthology includes 50 essays from both classic and contemporary writers, offering a
broad spectrum of perspectives and styles. This edition enhances readers' engagement by including
more diverse voices and topics that resonate with today’s social and cultural landscape.

Diverse Voices and Themes

The 3rd edition expands its reach by incorporating essays from authors representing different
backgrounds, ethnicities, and viewpoints. This diversity enriches the reading experience, allowing
readers to encounter ideas about identity, race, technology, environment, and politics. By doing so,
the anthology reflects the evolving nature of essay writing and its role in shaping public discourse.

Accessible and Student-Friendly Format

Each essay is introduced with contextual information that helps readers understand its significance
and background. The anthology also includes glossaries of rhetorical terms and writing strategies,
making it an effective teaching tool. Students benefit from the clear explanations and examples,
which demystify complex writing techniques and encourage critical thinking.

How 50 Essays: A Portable Anthology 3rd Edition
Supports Academic Success

For college students, especially those enrolled in English composition classes, this anthology serves
as both a reading and writing companion. It not only exposes students to exemplary essays but also
models effective writing strategies that they can apply in their own work.



Improving Analytical Skills

The essays in this collection often demonstrate key rhetorical strategies such as narration,
description, exemplification, and argumentation. By analyzing these essays, students sharpen their
ability to identify and evaluate how writers craft their messages. This skill is crucial for academic
writing, where forming coherent arguments and supporting them with evidence is fundamental.

Writing Inspiration and Guidance

Many instructors recommend 50 Essays: A Portable Anthology 3rd Edition because it offers practical
examples that students can emulate. The variety of essay styles—from personal narratives to
persuasive essays—provides models for different writing assignments. Additionally, the anthology’s
emphasis on rhetorical situations teaches students how to adapt their writing for different audiences
and purposes.

Contents and Structure of the 3rd Edition

Understanding the layout and content organization helps in navigating the anthology effectively. The
3rd edition is thoughtfully divided into thematic sections, each featuring essays that explore related
topics or techniques.

Thematic Organization

Typical sections include topics such as:

Personal Essays and Memoirs

Essays About Culture and Society

Essays on Technology and Science

Persuasive and Argumentative Essays

Essays on Education and Learning

This thematic grouping allows readers to explore essays that align with their interests or class
requirements, making it easier to draw connections between texts.



Updated and Expanded Content

Compared to earlier editions, the 3rd edition includes new essays that address modern issues like
digital culture, environmental challenges, and social justice movements. This ensures that the
anthology remains relevant and thought-provoking for contemporary readers.

Using 50 Essays: A Portable Anthology 3rd Edition
Effectively

To maximize the benefits of this anthology, here are some tips for students and educators alike.

Active Reading Strategies

Engaging actively with each essay enhances comprehension and critical thinking. Consider the
following approaches:

e Annotate as You Read: Highlight key points, unfamiliar terms, and rhetorical devices.

¢ Ask Questions: Reflect on the author’s purpose, audience, and the effectiveness of their
argument.

e Compare and Contrast: Look for similarities and differences between essays within the same
section or across themes.

Incorporating Essays into Writing Assignments

The anthology’s essays can serve as models or prompts for your own writing. For example, after
reading a persuasive essay, try crafting your own argument on a related topic using similar rhetorical
techniques. This practice helps reinforce the lessons learned from the anthology.

Leveraging Supplementary Materials

Many editions of 50 Essays come with additional resources such as online access codes, writing
guides, and study questions. These tools can deepen your understanding and provide extra support
when tackling challenging essays or assignments.



Why Educators Recommend 50 Essays: A Portable
Anthology 3rd Edition

The anthology’s reputation in academic circles is well-earned. Teachers appreciate its balance of
classic and contemporary works, which allows them to design lessons that engage students with
relevant and diverse material.

Facilitating Classroom Discussions

The essays spark meaningful conversations about current events, historical contexts, and ethical
dilemmas. This encourages students to articulate their thoughts and listen to differing viewpoints,
fostering a collaborative learning environment.

Supporting Curriculum Standards

The anthology aligns with many curriculum standards for writing and reading comprehension, making
it a reliable choice for institutions. Its emphasis on rhetorical analysis and essay composition equips
students with skills applicable across disciplines.

Where to Find and How to Choose the Right Edition

If you're considering purchasing or renting 50 Essays: A Portable Anthology 3rd Edition, there are a
few factors to keep in mind.

New vs. Used Copies

Used copies are often available at a lower cost, but make sure the edition matches your course
requirements. Some instructors specify the 3rd edition due to its updated content.

Print vs. Digital Versions

Digital editions can be convenient for note-taking and searching text quickly, while print versions may
be preferred for in-depth reading. Some platforms offer hybrid options, providing both formats for
flexibility.

Supplemental Materials

Check if your purchase includes access to online resources or study guides, which can enhance your



learning experience.

Exploring the essays within 50 Essays: A Portable Anthology 3rd Edition offers more than just reading
material—it provides a gateway into critical thinking, persuasive writing techniques, and the diverse
voices shaping contemporary nonfiction. Whether you are a student aiming to improve your writing
skills or a reader interested in engaging essays, this anthology is a valuable companion on your
educational journey.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is "50 Essays: A Portable Anthology, 3rd Edition"?

"50 Essays: A Portable Anthology, 3rd Edition" is a popular college-level textbook compiled by Samuel
Cohen that features a diverse collection of contemporary and classic essays designed to teach
readers about rhetorical strategies, critical thinking, and effective writing.

Who is the editor of "50 Essays: A Portable Anthology, 3rd
Edition"?

The editor of "50 Essays: A Portable Anthology, 3rd Edition" is Samuel Cohen.

What are some key features of the 3rd edition of "50 Essays:
A Portable Anthology"?

Key features of the 3rd edition include updated and diverse essay selections, enhanced pedagogical
tools such as writing prompts and glossaries, and a focus on teaching rhetorical analysis and critical
reading skills.

How can "50 Essays: A Portable Anthology, 3rd Edition" be
used in the classroom?

This anthology is commonly used in college composition and rhetoric courses to help students analyze
different writing styles, improve their essay writing, and understand various rhetorical techniques
through a wide range of essays.

Where can | find additional resources or study guides for "50
Essays: A Portable Anthology, 3rd Edition"?

Additional resources and study guides can often be found on the publisher's website (Bedford/St.
Martin's), educational platforms, or through student forums and websites that offer summaries,
analysis, and practice questions related to the essays in the anthology.



Additional Resources

50 Essays a Portable Anthology 3rd Edition: A Critical Examination of Its Role in Academic and Literary
Circles

50 essays a portable anthology 3rd edition stands as a prominent collection widely used in
academic environments, particularly in college-level composition and literature courses. This
anthology compiles a diverse range of essays from classic and contemporary writers, offering readers
a broad spectrum of perspectives, styles, and themes. As an educational resource, the 3rd edition
aims to balance timeless literary merit with contemporary relevance, making it a subject of interest
for educators, students, and literary enthusiasts alike.

Overview of 50 Essays a Portable Anthology 3rd Edition

At its core, 50 Essays a Portable Anthology 3rd Edition is designed to be a comprehensive introduction
to essay writing and critical reading. Edited by Samuel Cohen, the anthology offers a curated
selection of essays that reflect critical thinking, rhetorical skill, and cultural significance. The 3rd
edition builds upon previous versions by updating its content to include more recent voices,
addressing evolving social issues, and refining its pedagogical features.

This anthology is frequently adopted in freshman composition courses due to its dual focus on
exposure to exemplary writing and the development of analytical skills. The inclusion of essays from a
diverse array of authors—ranging from classic essayists like Ralph Waldo Emerson and Virginia Woolf
to contemporary voices such as Ta-Nehisi Coates and Rebecca Solnit—ensures that readers engage
with a wide variety of rhetorical techniques and thematic concerns.

Content and Thematic Diversity

One of the standout features of the 50 Essays a Portable Anthology 3rd Edition is the breadth of topics
covered. Essays are grouped thematically, which helps readers draw connections across different
perspectives and time periods. Key themes include identity, culture, politics, technology, education,
and social justice. This thematic organization supports instructors in tailoring the anthology to specific
course objectives, whether focusing on rhetoric, argumentation, or cultural critique.

Moreover, the anthology presents essays that vary in length and complexity. This variability makes
the collection accessible to students with diverse reading abilities and allows for flexible lesson
planning. For instance, shorter essays can serve as introductory texts, while more complex, extended
pieces challenge students to engage deeply with nuanced arguments.

Pedagogical Features and Supplemental Materials

The 3rd edition of 50 Essays a Portable Anthology is not merely a collection of texts; it also includes
numerous pedagogical tools designed to enhance the learning experience. Each essay is
accompanied by an introduction that provides context about the author and the work’s significance.
These introductions help students understand the historical and cultural background, which is crucial



for critical analysis.

Additionally, the anthology offers glossaries of rhetorical terms and writing tips, aiding students in
identifying and applying rhetorical strategies. Many editions also feature discussion questions and
writing prompts that encourage active engagement and critical thinking. These features position the
anthology as an interactive learning tool rather than a passive reading assignment.

Comparative Analysis: 50 Essays a Portable Anthology
3rd Edition vs. Other Anthologies

When placed alongside other popular essay anthologies, 50 Essays a Portable Anthology 3rd Edition
distinguishes itself through its balance of classical and contemporary voices. For example, compared
to collections like The Norton Reader or The Best American Essays series, Cohen’s anthology tends to
focus more on pedagogical suitability and curricular flexibility.

While The Norton Reader is known for its extensive commentary and critical apparatus, 50 Essays a
Portable Anthology emphasizes brevity and portability, as its name suggests. The anthology’s
compact size and focused selection make it easier for students to manage alongside other
coursework.

Another point of differentiation lies in the selection of essays. The 3rd edition has made strides in
incorporating more diverse voices, reflecting a growing demand for inclusivity in academic reading
materials. This responsiveness to cultural shifts enhances its relevance in today’s classrooms.

Strengths and Limitations

» Strengths: The anthology’s curated selection offers a well-rounded introduction to essay
writing and critical reading. Its thematic arrangement aids comprehension and discussion. The
inclusion of pedagogical tools supports both instructors and students. The balance of classic and
modern essays ensures relevance and variety.

e Limitations: Some critics argue that the anthology’s brevity limits in-depth exploration of
certain essays or topics. Additionally, while the 3rd edition has broadened its diversity, there
remains room for greater representation of global perspectives beyond the English-speaking
world. Finally, the portable format may not satisfy readers seeking comprehensive critical
commentary or extensive supplementary materials.

Impact on Academic Writing and Reading Practices

The influence of 50 Essays a Portable Anthology 3rd Edition extends beyond its role as a textbook. It
serves as a foundational tool for developing academic literacy, equipping students with the ability to



analyze arguments, recognize rhetorical strategies, and articulate responses effectively. The
anthology’s design encourages active reading, a skill essential for success across disciplines.

Moreover, by exposing students to a diverse array of voices and viewpoints, the anthology fosters
critical thinking and cultural awareness. This is particularly significant in an era where the ability to
engage thoughtfully with complex social issues is paramount.

The anthology also supports the writing process by modeling various essay structures, from personal
narratives to formal argumentative pieces. Students can study these models to inform their own
writing, making the anthology a valuable resource for composition instructors aiming to enhance
writing instruction.

User Experience and Accessibility

Feedback from educators and students reveals that the 50 Essays a Portable Anthology 3rd Edition is
generally well-received for its clarity and accessibility. The essays selected are engaging and thought-
provoking without being overly dense, which helps maintain student interest.

The portable nature of the book—its manageable size and layout—makes it convenient for students to
carry and reference. Furthermore, many editions are available in multiple formats, including
paperback, e-book, and digital platforms, which cater to different learning preferences and
institutional resources.

However, some users have expressed a desire for more interactive digital features, such as integrated
annotation tools or multimedia content, which could further enhance the learning experience in an
increasingly digital academic environment.

The Evolution of 50 Essays a Portable Anthology
Through Editions

Tracing the development from the first to the third edition reveals a conscious effort by the editors to
adapt to changing literary and educational landscapes. Earlier editions focused heavily on canonical
essayists, whereas the 3rd edition incorporates a wider spectrum of voices and contemporary issues.
This evolution reflects broader trends in academia toward inclusivity and relevance.

Updates in the 3rd edition also address feedback regarding clarity, organization, and pedagogical
support. The improved introductions, refined essay selections, and additional writing aids

demonstrate the publisher’s commitment to enhancing the anthology’s utility.

For instructors considering adoption, understanding these changes is crucial in assessing how well the
anthology aligns with course goals and student needs.

Final Thoughts on the 50 Essays a Portable Anthology 3rd



Edition

In sum, 50 Essays a Portable Anthology 3rd Edition remains a vital resource in academic settings,
offering a thoughtfully curated collection that bridges classic and modern literary traditions. Its focus
on rhetorical analysis and diverse perspectives makes it a versatile tool for teaching critical reading
and writing skills.

While it may not be exhaustive, its portability, thematic coherence, and pedagogical features provide
substantial value. For educators seeking a balanced anthology that supports an inclusive and
engaging curriculum, the 3rd edition represents a compelling choice. As the anthology continues to
evolve, its impact on fostering analytical and expressive competencies in students is likely to endure.

50 Essays A Portable Anthology 3rd Edition

50 essays a portable anthology 3rd edition: 50 Essays Samuel Cohen, 2010-09-17 50
Essays: A Portable Anthology is the best-selling value-priced reader in the country because its
virtues don't stop at the price. Its carefully chosen selections include enough classic essays to
reassure instructors, and enough high-interest and high-quality contemporary readings to keep
things lively and relevant for students. The editorial apparatus is more extensive than in competing
value readers, but still is flexible and unobtrusive enough to support a variety of approaches to
teaching composition. In its third edition, 50 Essays continues to offer selections that instructors
enjoy teaching, at a price students won't resist, but with more editorial emphasis than before on the
critical thinking and academic writing skills of today's composition courses.

50 essays a portable anthology 3rd edition: Raise Your Voices Thomas M. McCann,
Andrew Bouque, Dawn Forde, Elizabeth A. Kahn, Carolyn C. Walter, 2018-11-06 In a collection of
chapters from high school teachers and university researchers, Raise Your Voices offers English
language arts teachers “one-stop shopping” to learn how to foster dialogic classrooms and how to
prompt, sustain, connect, and assess classroom discussions, especially discussions about issues that
adolescents find consequential. The chapters explore both the basics for facilitating discussion to
support literacy learning and the principles for assessing the progress and effect of discussion and
for including all students in lively dialogue. Taken together, the entries in this book envision the
English language arts classroom as a supportive environment for authentic inquiry and for the
genuine democratic processes involved in grappling together with tough perennial and
contemporary issues.

50 essays a portable anthology 3rd edition: Next Generation Genres: Teaching Writing
for Civic and Academic Engagement Jessica Singer Early, 2022-11-29 Students need updated
writing genres, and a real reason to write. Evolutions in technology and connectivity have brought
about significant changes in the ways writing is produced and shared. Yet despite monumental shifts
in the practice of writing, how we teach writing has remained largely static. What we need is a new
set of genres for writing instruction: genres that will speak to students who are already immersed in
rich and multifaceted literacy practices through social media, gaming, and new technologies. Jessica
S. Early’s Next Generation Genres provides an alternative framework for a secondary writing
curriculum that places a central emphasis on helping students gain the experience they need to
write with confidence in academic and civic life. If your students’ eyes glaze over when they face a
standard essay assignment, perhaps it’s time to let them try writing an infographic or a podcast!

50 essays a portable anthology 3rd edition: 50 Essays Samuel Cohen, 2019-08-30 50
Essays: A Portable Anthology is a bestselling value-priced reader because its virtues don't stop at the
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price. The book’s carefully chosen selections engage students and include both classic essays and
high-interest, contemporary readings. The editorial apparatus is flexible and unobtrusive enough to
support a variety of approaches to teaching composition. The sixth edition features new voices on
culturally relevant topics as well as sentence guides that help students develop an academic writing
voice with templates for a variety of composing situations.

50 essays a portable anthology 3rd edition: Teaching U.S.-Educated Multilingual
Writers Mark Roberge, Kay M. Losey, Margi Wald, 2015-06-04 This volume was born to address the
lack of classroom-oriented scholarship regarding U.S.-educated multilingual writers. Unlike prior
volumes about U.S.-educated multilinguals, this book focuses solely on pedagogy--from classroom
activities and writing assignments to course curricula and pedagogical support programs outside the
immediate classroom. Unlike many pedagogical volumes that are written in the voice of an expert
researcher-theorist, this volume is based on the notion of teachers sharing practices with teachers.
All of the contributors are teachers who are writing about and reflecting on their own experiences
and outcomes and interweaving those experiences and outcomes with current theory and research
in the field. The volume thus portrays teachers as active, reflective participants engaged in critical
inquiry. Contributors represent community college, college, and university contexts; academic ESL,
developmental writing, and first-year composition classes; and face-to-face, hybrid, and online
contexts. This book was developed primarily to meet the needs of practicing writing teachers in
college-level ESL, basic writing, and college composition classrooms, but will also be useful to
pre-service teachers in TESOL, Composition, and Education graduate programs.

50 essays a portable anthology 3rd edition: Dream and Legacy, Volume II Michael L.
Clemons, Donathan L. Brown, William H. L. Dorsey, 2024-08-15 Contributions by Robert Adams Jr.,
Shenita Brazelton, Donathan L. Brown, Owen Brown ]Jr., LaTasha Chaffin, Michael L. Clemons,
Daphne Cooper, William H. L. Dorsey, Bertis D. English, Precious D. Hall, Beverly A. Johnson,
Maruice Mangum, Natasha Altema McNeely, Amardo Rodriguez, Randall Swain, Edward V. Wallace,
Ingrid P. Whitaker, and Mark M. Whitaker Beginning early in his career, Dr. Martin Luther King ]Jr.
recognized the moral and humanitarian need to pursue social justice and equity for marginalized
Americans, those for whom the American dream had proven to be an elusive ideal. In Dream and
Legacy, Volume II: Revisiting King in the Post-Civil Rights Era, contributors sift through the
historical record, engaging one of America’s most consequential, radical historical traditions.
Despite robust reform efforts since the 1930s, a wide range of policy-related challenges plague the
lives of African Americans, other persons of color, women, and the poor in the twenty-first century.
This anthology, like the first from coeditors Michael L. Clemons, Donathan L. Brown, and William H.
L. Dorsey, applies the ideology and activism of Dr. King to its analysis of contemporary sociopolitical
issues in the United States and abroad. The project begins with a foreword that situates the
subsequent essays within the context of contemporary social developments. Grouped into themed
sections, the essays cover such topics as voting rights, public protest, police brutality, poverty and
wage discrimination, healthcare, and more. The epilogue concludes with a discussion of the timeless
impact of Dr. King’s philosophy and activism, as well as the implications of his work for the future of
domestic and global leadership. Dream and Legacy, Volume II identifies a variety of practical lessons
that can help resolve contemporary social problems.

50 essays a portable anthology 3rd edition: Real Writing with Readings Susan Anker,
2012-12-19 With efficient and engaging instruction and a consistent focus on why writing matters in
the real world, Real Writing delivers a powerful message to students: Good writing skills are both
achievable and essential. Concise Four Basics boxes and engaging paragraph- and essay-writing
chapters present writing instruction in clear, manageable increments. The Four Most Serious Errors
and other sentence-level chapters cover grammar in a lively and supportive way, with abundant
opportunities for practice and application. As always, Susan Anker encourages students to connect
what they learn with their own goals and with the needs and expectations of the larger world. In
Profiles of Success, former students, now employed in a variety of professions, speak frankly about
their experiences in school and after graduation, with examples of the types of writing their current




jobs require. In this edition, Anker does far more to build students' critical thinking, critical reading,
and argument skills and adds innovative new assignments, readings, and visuals. Real Writing with
Readings is now integrated with LearningCurve — online, adaptive quizzing activities that reinforce
what students learn in the book.

50 essays a portable anthology 3rd edition: Reading and Writing About Literature Janet E.
Gardner, 2012-09-15 Far less expensive than comparable guides, Reading and Writing about
Literature: A Portable Guide is an ideal supplement for writing courses where literature anthologies
and individual literary works that lack writing instruction are assigned. This brief guide introduces
strategies for reading literature, explains the writing process and common writing assignments for
literature courses, provides instruction in writing about fiction, poetry, and drama, and includes
coverage of writing a research paper and of literary criticism and theory. This volume in the popular
Bedford/St. Martin's series of Portable Anthologies and Guides offers a trademark combination of
high quality and great value.

50 essays a portable anthology 3rd edition: Real Writing Susan Anker, 2013-02-01 With
efficient and engaging instruction and a consistent focus on why writing matters in the real world,
Real Writing delivers a powerful message to students: Good writing skills are both achievable and
essential. Concise Four Basics boxes and engaging paragraph- and essay-writing chapters present
writing instruction in clear, manageable increments. The Four Most Serious Errors and other
sentence-level chapters cover grammar in a lively and supportive way, with abundant opportunities
for practice and application. As always, Susan Anker encourages students to connect what they learn
with their own goals and with the needs and expectations of the larger world. In Profiles of Success,
former students, now employed in a variety of professions, speak frankly about their experiences in
school and after graduation, with examples of the types of writing their current jobs require. In this
edition, Anker does far more to build students' critical thinking, critical reading, and argument skills
and adds innovative new assignments, readings, and visuals.

50 essays a portable anthology 3rd edition: 50 Essays Samuel Cohen, 2022-08-18 Brief,
inexpensive, yet wide-ranging, this acclaimed collection includes a whole semester’s worth of
thought-provoking reading.

50 essays a portable anthology 3rd edition: Swift’s Satires on Modernism: Battlegrounds of
Reading and Writing G. Atkins, 2012-12-17 More than three centuries later, Jonathan Swift's writing
remains striking and relevant. In this engaging study, Atkins brings forty-plus years of critical
experience to bear on some of the greatest satires ever written, revealing new contexts for
understanding post-Reformation reading practices and the development of the modern personal
essay.

50 essays a portable anthology 3rd edition: Fifty Essays Samuel S. Cohen, 2004

50 essays a portable anthology 3rd edition: A Middle English Anthology Ann Sullivan
Haskell, 1985 A reissue of the popular 1969 volume, this anthology includes a wide variety of
selections from Middle English literature. A reissue of the popular 1969 volume, this anthology
covers a wide range of Middle English literature. Selections are numerous enough to allow
professors great variation in the readings for individual courses. The supplementary references
include comparative media, since literature forms only a part of the whole cultural context. Ann
Haskell has not altered the language into a common mold. She has, however, supplied punctuation,
capitalization, and accent marks when necessary to aid in comprehension by the inexperienced
reader.

50 essays a portable anthology 3rd edition: Antiquarian Bookman , 1960

50 essays a portable anthology 3rd edition: Paperbound Book Guide for Colleges , 1968

50 essays a portable anthology 3rd edition: Cognitive Ecopoetics Sharon Lattig,
2020-11-12 New insights from cognitive theory and literary ecocriticism have the power to
transform our understanding of one of the most important literary genres: the lyric poem. In
Cognitive Ecopoetics, Sharon Lattig brings these two schools of criticism together for the first time
to consider the ways in which lyric forms re-enact cognitive processes of the mind and brain. Along




the way the book reads anew the long history of the lyric, from Andrew Marvell, through canonical
poets such as Samuel Taylor Coleridge, Ralph Waldo Emerson and Emily Dickinson to contemporary
writers such as Susan Howe and Charles Olson.

50 essays a portable anthology 3rd edition: 50 Essays, A Portfolio Anthology/Portfolio
Keeping Nedra Reynolds, Samuel Cohen, Rich Rice, 2007-05-01

50 essays a portable anthology 3rd edition: Catalog of Copyright Entries. Third Series
Library of Congress. Copyright Office, 1964 Includes Part 1, Number 2: Books and Pamphlets,
Including Serials and Contributions to Periodicals July - December)

50 essays a portable anthology 3rd edition: Month Ahead/Paperbound Books in Print, 1961

50 essays a portable anthology 3rd edition: The Literary World , 1881
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