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The Rest Is Noise: Listening to the Twentieth Century

the rest is noise listening to the twentieth century invites us into a fascinating
exploration of one of the most turbulent yet innovative eras in music history. The
twentieth century reshaped how we understand sound, composition, and artistic
expression. From the groundbreaking compositions of Arnold Schoenberg to the jazz
revolutions and electronic experiments, this period offers a rich tapestry of sounds that
challenge and expand our auditory horizons. Engaging with this music doesn’t just mean
playing a few tracks; it means immersing oneself in a complex cultural and historical
dialogue that has shaped modern music as we know it.

Understanding "The Rest Is Noise Listening to the
Twentieth Century"

At its core, "The Rest Is Noise" refers to a profound journey through the music of the
1900s, capturing the essence of an era marked by rapid change and artistic upheaval. The
phrase itself, popularized by Alex Ross’s acclaimed book, encapsulates the idea that what
might sound like chaos at first is, in fact, a meaningful reflection of societal shifts and
technological advancements. Listening to the twentieth century’s soundscape reveals the
narratives behind compositions, the influences of world events, and the evolution of
musical language.

Why the Twentieth Century Stands Out in Music History

The twentieth century was a period unlike any other, musically speaking. Classical
traditions met modernist experimentation, and genres blended and diverged in
unprecedented ways. Key characteristics include:

- **Breaking Traditional Tonality:** Composers like Schoenberg and Stravinsky challenged
the dominance of tonal harmony, introducing atonality and serialism.
- **Incorporation of Technology:** The advent of electronic instruments and recording
technology expanded the palette of sounds available.
- **Global Influences:** Increased cultural exchanges led to the integration of non-Western
musical elements.
- **Rise of Popular Music:** Jazz, blues, rock, and later hip-hop, dramatically altered the
musical landscape.

Understanding these developments helps listeners appreciate why the phrase "the rest is
noise" might sometimes feel both literal and metaphorical—what might seem like noise at
first is actually a sophisticated, layered musical conversation.



Key Figures and Movements in Twentieth Century
Music

To truly grasp the essence of "the rest is noise listening to the twentieth century," one
must become familiar with the innovators who pushed boundaries and the movements that
defined the era.

Arnold Schoenberg and the Birth of Atonality

Schoenberg’s move away from traditional harmony was revolutionary. His twelve-tone
technique, which treats all twelve notes of the chromatic scale equally, was a radical
departure from centuries of musical practice. This approach created music that was
unfamiliar and challenging but also opened doors to new creative possibilities.

The Jazz Revolution and Cultural Fusion

Jazz emerged as a powerful force in the early twentieth century, bringing African
American musical traditions to the forefront. Figures like Louis Armstrong and Duke
Ellington not only transformed music but also influenced social and cultural dynamics.
Jazz’s improvisational nature and rhythmic complexity contrasted sharply with classical
traditions, adding depth to the century’s sonic mosaic.

Minimalism and the Return to Simplicity

Later in the century, composers such as Steve Reich and Philip Glass reacted against the
dense complexity of early modernism by embracing repetition and gradual change.
Minimalism’s hypnotic qualities made it accessible to wider audiences and influenced film
scores, popular music, and beyond.

How to Approach Listening to Twentieth Century
Music

For many, the music of the twentieth century can seem intimidating or inaccessible.
However, there are ways to enhance your listening experience and deepen your
appreciation.

Start with Context

Knowing the historical and cultural background of a piece can transform your listening.



For example, understanding the turmoil of World War I and II provides insight into the
emotional intensity behind compositions like Shostakovich’s symphonies.

Listen Actively

Instead of playing music as mere background noise, try focused listening sessions. Pay
attention to instrumentation, structure, and how the composer manipulates sound. Notice
how different elements interact to create tension, release, or atmosphere.

Explore Diverse Genres

The twentieth century wasn’t limited to classical music. Dive into jazz, electronic music
pioneers like Karlheinz Stockhausen, or the folk and protest songs that captured social
movements. This broad approach enriches your understanding of how music reflects and
influences society.

The Impact of Technology on Twentieth Century
Music

Technological innovations dramatically shaped the way music was created, recorded, and
consumed during this century.

Electronic Instruments and Sound Manipulation

The development of synthesizers, tape recorders, and computer music allowed composers
to experiment beyond traditional instruments. Pioneers like Edgard Varèse and John Cage
embraced these tools, producing sounds that were impossible in earlier eras.

The Recording Revolution

The ability to record and distribute music changed not only how people accessed music
but also how composers thought about it. Recordings preserved performances and allowed
for a global exchange of musical ideas, accelerating innovation.

The Legacy of "The Rest Is Noise Listening to the
Twentieth Century"

Today, the sounds and ideas from the twentieth century continue to influence



contemporary music. Whether in film scores, pop music, or experimental compositions, the
century’s breakthroughs provide a foundation for ongoing creativity.

Listening to this era encourages us to embrace complexity and ambiguity in music. It
challenges us to rethink what music can be and reminds us that sometimes, what initially
sounds like noise is actually a profound expression of human experience.

Exploring "the rest is noise listening to the twentieth century" is not just an auditory
journey but a cultural and historical one, revealing how deeply intertwined music is with
the world around us. It’s an invitation to listen closely, question assumptions, and discover
the rich stories that lie beneath the surface of sound.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Rest Is Noise: Listening to the Twentieth
Century' about?
'The Rest Is Noise' is a book by Alex Ross that explores the history of twentieth-century
classical music, its cultural context, and its composers.

Who is the author of 'The Rest Is Noise'?
The author is Alex Ross, a renowned music critic and writer.

Why is 'The Rest Is Noise' considered significant in
music literature?
It offers an insightful and accessible narrative of complex musical developments and their
relation to historical events in the twentieth century.

Does 'The Rest Is Noise' cover composers outside of
Europe?
Yes, the book discusses composers from various regions, including the Americas,
highlighting the global nature of twentieth-century music.

Is 'The Rest Is Noise' suitable for readers without a
musical background?
Yes, Alex Ross writes in a way that is engaging and understandable for both musicians and
general readers interested in music history.

What are some key themes explored in 'The Rest Is



Noise'?
Key themes include the impact of political events on music, the evolution of musical styles,
and the relationship between music and modernity.

Has 'The Rest Is Noise' received any notable awards or
recognition?
Yes, the book has received critical acclaim and won several awards, including the National
Book Critics Circle Award for Criticism.

Is there an audiobook version of 'The Rest Is Noise'
available?
Yes, 'The Rest Is Noise' is available as an audiobook, narrated by the author Alex Ross.

Additional Resources
The Rest Is Noise Listening to the Twentieth Century: An Analytical Exploration of Modern
Music’s Sonic Landscape

the rest is noise listening to the twentieth century is more than just a phrase—it
encapsulates an auditory journey through one of the most transformative eras in musical
history. This period witnessed radical shifts in compositional styles, technological
innovations, and cultural upheavals that collectively reshaped how we understand and
experience sound. Engaging with the rest is noise listening to the twentieth century
invites listeners and scholars alike to delve into a complex sonic tapestry that challenges
traditional notions of harmony, melody, and rhythm.

The phrase itself draws inspiration from Alex Ross’s seminal work, *The Rest Is Noise:
Listening to the Twentieth Century*, a comprehensive narrative that meticulously
chronicles the evolution of classical music against the backdrop of political and social
change. As a concept, it encourages a deeper appreciation of the diverse musical voices
that emerged during this tumultuous century—ranging from the lush impressionism of
Debussy to the avant-garde experiments of John Cage and beyond.

Understanding the Twentieth Century’s Musical
Revolution

The twentieth century was marked by unprecedented innovation in music. This era
dismantled centuries-old traditions and embraced new possibilities afforded by
technological advances and shifting cultural paradigms. When engaging in the rest is
noise listening to the twentieth century, one must consider the broad spectrum of musical
movements that contributed to this transformation.



From Late Romanticism to Modernism

At the dawn of the century, the residue of late Romanticism still permeated the concert
halls. Composers like Gustav Mahler and Richard Strauss pushed emotional expression to
new extremes, creating expansive symphonic works. However, the ensuing decades saw a
decisive break from these lush soundscapes toward modernism, characterized by
dissonance, atonality, and experimentation.

Arnold Schoenberg’s development of the twelve-tone technique epitomizes this shift. His
methodical approach to composition rejected traditional tonality, an innovation that
polarized audiences and critics but undeniably altered the musical landscape. The rest is
noise listening to the twentieth century thus involves an acceptance of challenging sound
worlds that demand active engagement rather than passive consumption.

The Impact of Technology and Media

Technological advancements had a profound effect on the dissemination and creation of
music during the twentieth century. The invention of the phonograph, radio broadcasting,
and later, magnetic tape recording, changed not only how people accessed music but also
how composers conceived their works.

Electronic music pioneers like Karlheinz Stockhausen embraced these technologies to
explore entirely new sonic possibilities. The rest is noise listening to the twentieth century
encompasses these innovations, highlighting the role of electronic soundscapes in shaping
contemporary music’s trajectory.

Key Figures and Movements in Twentieth-Century
Music

Exploring the rest is noise listening to the twentieth century necessitates an
understanding of the influential composers and styles that defined the age. Their
contributions reveal the diversity and complexity of the century’s musical output.

Impressionism and Expressionism

While impressionism, exemplified by Claude Debussy and Maurice Ravel, sought to evoke
mood and atmosphere through tonal color and texture, expressionism took a more intense,
often unsettling approach. Alban Berg and Anton Webern, followers of Schoenberg,
exemplified this movement with their emotionally charged and structurally innovative
compositions.



Minimalism and Postmodernism

In the latter half of the century, minimalism emerged as a reaction against the perceived
complexity and abstraction of earlier modernist works. Composers like Steve Reich, Philip
Glass, and Terry Riley utilized repetitive patterns and steady pulses to create hypnotic
musical environments. Postmodernism further diversified the scene by blending past
styles with contemporary techniques, challenging linear narratives in music history.

Jazz, Popular Music, and Cross-Cultural Influences

The rest is noise listening to the twentieth century also entails recognizing the impact of
jazz and popular music, which often intersected with classical traditions. The century
witnessed the rise of jazz legends such as Duke Ellington and Miles Davis, whose
innovations influenced composers across genres. Additionally, globalization facilitated
cross-cultural exchanges, incorporating non-Western musical elements into the
mainstream.

Analyzing the Challenges of Listening to
Twentieth-Century Music

For many, the rest is noise listening to the twentieth century can be an intimidating
endeavor. The departure from familiar harmonic structures and melodic lines often
requires listeners to recalibrate their expectations and listening habits.

The Accessibility of Atonality and Avant-Garde Works

One of the main challenges lies in the accessibility of atonal and avant-garde compositions.
These works frequently eschew traditional musical signposts, making immediate
comprehension difficult. However, this complexity can be rewarding, as it invites deeper
intellectual and emotional engagement.

The Role of Context in Appreciating Modern Music

Contextual knowledge plays a vital role in appreciating twentieth-century music.
Understanding the historical, political, and personal circumstances that influenced
composers can illuminate the significance behind seemingly abstract soundscapes. The
rest is noise listening to the twentieth century thus becomes an interdisciplinary
experience, bridging musicology, history, and cultural studies.



Practical Approaches to Engaging with Twentieth-
Century Music

For those seeking to immerse themselves in the rest is noise listening to the twentieth
century, several strategies can enhance the experience and foster meaningful connections
with the material.

Active Listening: Focused attention on individual pieces, noting structural elements
and recurring motifs.

Historical Research: Exploring the socio-political context surrounding key
compositions to contextualize their creation.

Comparative Listening: Juxtaposing works from different composers or movements
to identify stylistic contrasts and similarities.

Live Performances and Recordings: Attending concerts or exploring high-quality
recordings can provide nuanced insights into the music’s texture and dynamics.

Utilizing Modern Platforms for Exploration

Digital resources and streaming platforms have democratized access to twentieth-century
music, allowing listeners worldwide to explore diverse repertoires. Curated playlists,
documentary podcasts, and interactive score analyses can serve as valuable tools in the
rest is noise listening to the twentieth century.

The Enduring Legacy of Twentieth-Century Music

The rest is noise listening to the twentieth century reveals a legacy that continues to
influence contemporary music and culture. Many compositional techniques developed
during this period laid the groundwork for current genres, including electronic dance
music, film scoring, and experimental sound art.

Moreover, the century’s embrace of diversity and innovation challenges today’s musicians
and audiences to remain open to sonic exploration. The rest is noise listening to the
twentieth century is not merely an academic exercise but a living dialogue between past
and present, inviting ongoing reinterpretation and discovery.

In essence, the auditory landscape crafted throughout the twentieth century serves as a
testament to humanity’s relentless pursuit of new expressive frontiers. As listeners engage
with this complex soundscape, they participate in a rich tradition of artistic evolution that
transcends time and genre boundaries.



The Rest Is Noise Listening To The Twentieth Century

  the rest is noise listening to the twentieth century: The Rest Is Noise Alex Ross, 2007-10-16
Ross, music critic for The New Yorker, journeys from Vienna before the First World War to New
York in the 1970s and 80s. The result is not so much a history of 20th-century music as it is a history
of the 20th century through its music.
  the rest is noise listening to the twentieth century: The Rest is Noise: Listening to the
Twentieth Century Alex Ross, 2011-08-25 Alex Ross’s sweeping history of twentieth-century classical
music, winner of the Guardian First Book Award, is a gripping account of a musical revolution.
  the rest is noise listening to the twentieth century: The Rest is Noise Alex Ross, 2007 The
scandal over modern music has not died--while paintings by Picasso and Pollock sell for millions of
dollars, works from Stravinsky's Rite of Spring onward still send ripples of unease through
audiences. Yet the influence of modern music can be felt everywhere. Avant-garde sounds populate
the soundtracks of Hollywood thrillers. Minimalist music has had a huge effect on rock, pop, and
dance music from the Velvet Underground onward. Music critic Alex Ross shines a bright light on
this secret world, taking us from Vienna before the First World War to Paris in the twenties, from
Hitler's Germany and Stalin's Russia to New York in the sixties and seventies. We follow the rise of
mass culture and mass politics, of new technologies, of hot and cold wars, of experiments,
revolutions, and riots. The end result is not so much a history of twentieth-century music as a history
of the twentieth century through its music.--From publisher description.
  the rest is noise listening to the twentieth century: Listen to This Alex Ross, 2025-09-23
One of The Telegraph's Best Music Books 2011 Alex Ross's award-winning international bestseller,
The Rest Is Noise: Listening to the Twentieth Century, has become a contemporary classic,
establishing Ross as one of our most popular and acclaimed cultural historians. Listen to This, which
takes its title from a beloved 2004 essay in which Ross describes his late-blooming discovery of pop
music, showcases the best of his writing from more than a decade at The New Yorker. These pieces,
dedicated to classical and popular artists alike, are at once erudite and lively. In a previously
unpublished essay, Ross brilliantly retells hundreds of years of music history—from Renaissance
dances to Led Zeppelin—through a few iconic bass lines of celebration and lament. He vibrantly
sketches canonical composers such as Schubert, Verdi, and Brahms; gives us in-depth interviews
with modern pop masters such as Björk and Radiohead; and introduces us to music students at a
Newark high school and indie-rock hipsters in Beijing. Whether his subject is Mozart or Bob Dylan,
Ross shows how music expresses the full complexity of the human condition. Witty, passionate, and
brimming with insight, Listen to This teaches us how to listen more closely.
  the rest is noise listening to the twentieth century: The Rest is Noise Alex Ross, 2013
Onderwerpen uit de klassieke muziek van de twintigste eeuw, met veel aandacht voor externe
cultuurhistorische en politieke invloeden.
  the rest is noise listening to the twentieth century: A Cultural History of the Violin in
Nineteenth-Century London Tom Wilder, 2025-03-18 Examines the violin's evolution as not just
instrument but valued objet d'art through the eyes of musicians, collectors, makers, dealers,
connoisseurs, journalists, auctioneers and traders. The nineteenth century saw developments in the
composition, performance and reception of classical music that led to an unprecedented shift in how
the violin was appreciated, from humble craft object to one of art. A utilitarian tool defined in 1800
by its tonal properties became by century's end an expensive objet d'art, classified almost
exclusively in terms of physical, visible properties. In London's vibrant musical life, Cremonese
violins acquired special significance and in turn helped shape the beliefs, knowledge and behaviour
of the disparate actors connected to the instrument: musicians, collectors, makers, dealers,
connoisseurs, journalists, auctioneers and traders. By 1880, London had supplanted Paris as the
centre of the international violin trade. One firm in particular, W.E. Hill & Sons, emerged as a major
presence in both the local musical community and the global violin market. The Hills were makers,
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restorers, dealers, and connoisseurs. They were also writers, collectors, and melomaniacs deeply
implicated in London's instrument auction and exhibition scene. The mutually reinforcing nature of
these activities - which they consciously turned to account for commercial reasons - bear witness to
events and developments earlier in the century. Their story illuminates this first study of the violin's
nineteenth-century journey from simple musical instrument to mystified work of art.
  the rest is noise listening to the twentieth century: The Ellington Century David Schiff,
2012-01-07 “The Ellington Century is a wonderful journey through the world of music and art. If you
are already an aficionado of Ellington's music, you will enjoy the author's informative and detailed
analysis of the composer's work and musical influences. If you are less familiar, this book puts
Ellington's music in perspective with the great ‘classical’ composers of the twentieth century. David
Schiff's remarkable insight into the historical and musical parallels between these composers is a
delight to read and his references are vast, from Schoenberg’s Pierrot Lunaire and Stravinsky’s
Agon to television’s Sesame Street. Schiff writes with a sense of humor and an enthusiasm for
Ellington's music that comes out on every page.”—George Manahan, Music Director, American
Composers Orchestra “David Schiff points us forward, observing that ‘Ellington’s music asks us to
see with our ears and hear with our eyes.’ Writing as a composer and scholar, he has a gift for
making complex ideas strikingly clear. His insights move across a huge terrain of twentieth-century
culture, as he builds bridges in his musical and cultural analysis where many have not seen a
connection. Yet each musical work, each artist, is given his or her equal due. In this sense, he has
met the spiritual and cultural challenge of Ellington’s life work.”—Marty Ehrlich,
Composer/Instrumentalist, Associate Professor of Improvisation and Contemporary Music,
Hampshire College
  the rest is noise listening to the twentieth century: Charles Ives Gayle Sherwood Magee,
2010-06-10 This research guide provides detailed information on over one thousand publications and
websites concerning the American composer Charles Ives. With informative annotations and nearly
two hundred new entries, this greatly expanded, updated, and revised guide offers a key survey of
the field for interested readers and experienced researchers alike.
  the rest is noise listening to the twentieth century: Homintern Gregory Woods, 2017-01-01
A landmark account of gay and lesbian creative networks and the seismic changes they brought to
twentieth-century culture In a hugely ambitious study which crosses continents, languages, and
almost a century, Gregory Woods identifies the ways in which homosexuality has helped shape
Western culture. Extending from the trials of Oscar Wilde to the gay liberation era, this book
examines a period in which increased visibility made acceptance of homosexuality one of the
measures of modernity. Woods shines a revealing light on the diverse, informal networks of gay
people in the arts and other creative fields. Uneasily called the Homintern (an echo of Lenin's
Comintern) by those suspicious of an international homosexual conspiracy, such networks connected
gay writers, actors, artists, musicians, dancers, filmmakers, politicians, and spies. While providing
some defense against dominant heterosexual exclusion, the grouping brought solidarity, celebrated
talent, and, in doing so, invigorated the majority culture. Woods introduces an enormous cast of
gifted and extraordinary characters, most of them operating with surprising openness; but also
explores such issues as artistic influence, the coping strategies of minorities, the hypocrisies of
conservatism, and the effects of positive and negative discrimination. Traveling from Harlem in the
1910s to 1920s Paris, 1930s Berlin, 1950s New York and beyond, this sharply observed,
warm-spirited book presents a surpassing portrait of twentieth-century gay culture and the men and
women who both redefined themselves and changed history.
  the rest is noise listening to the twentieth century: Sampling Politics M.I. Franklin,
2021-07-28 Sampling has become a predominantly digitalized practice. It was popularized with the
rise of Rap and Hip-Hop, as well as ambient music scenes, but it has a history stretching back to the
earliest days of sound recording and experimental music making around the world. Digital networks
allow artists to sample music across national borders and cultural traditions with relative ease,
prompting questions around not only fair use, copyright, and freedom of expression, but also cultural



appropriation and copywrongs. Based on archival research and musical analysis, alongside
conversations with artists and their own public reflections, Sampling Politics provides ways to listen
more closely and hear (again) music making.
  the rest is noise listening to the twentieth century: Fortune’s Turn David Pollard,
2024-07-04 The year 1942 began with disaster for the Allies but paved the way to victory. World War
II was a conflict over land and resources but also democracy and freedom. The 1920s and ’30s had
seen liberal democracy losing the fight against challengers from the Left and Right. By the end of
the 1930s, Hitler had destroyed the few functioning democracies in Europe, and at the end of 1941,
the future looked bleak, even as the US entered the war after the attack on Pearl Harbour. But the
year that began in such fear ended with the Allies winning victories everywhere—on land, on the sea
and in the air. Discover what caused this drastic change of fortunes in the war and its long-term
consequences.
  the rest is noise listening to the twentieth century: The Poetic Music of Wallace Stevens
Bart Eeckhout, Lisa Goldfarb, 2022-07-12 Wallace Stevens’s musicality is so profound that scholars
have only begun to grasp his ties to the art of music or the music of his own poetry. In this study,
two long-time specialists present a polyphonic composition in which they pursue various interlocking
perspectives. Their case studies demonstrate how music as a temporal art form may affect a poetic
of ephemerality, sensuous experience, and affective intensification. Such a poetic, they argue, invites
flexible interpretations that respond to poetry as an art of textual performance. How did Stevens
enact the relation between music and memory? How can we hear his verse as a form of
melody-making? What was specific to his ways of recording birdsong? Have we been missing the
latent music of Richard Strauss, Gustav Mahler, and Claude Debussy in particular poems? What
were the musical poetics he shared with Igor Stravinsky? And how is our experience of the late
poetry transformed when we listen to a musical setting by Ned Rorem? The Poetic Music of Wallace
Stevens will appeal to experts in the poet’s work, students of Modernism in the arts, and a wider
audience fascinated by the dynamics of exchange between music and poetry.
  the rest is noise listening to the twentieth century: The Life of Music Nicholas Kenyon,
2021-06-08 Nicholas Kenyon explores the enduring appeal of the classical canon at a moment when
we can access all music—across time and cultures Immersed in music for much of his life as writer,
broadcaster and concert presenter, former director of the BBC Proms, Nicholas Kenyon has long
championed an astonishingly wide range of composers and performers. Now, as we think about
culture in fresh ways, Kenyon revisits the stories that make up the classical tradition and
foregrounds those which are too often overlooked. This inclusive, knowledgeable, and enthusiastic
guide highlights the achievements of the women and men, amateurs and professionals, who bring
music to life. Taking us from pianist Myra Hess’s performance in London during the Blitz, to John
Adams’s composition of a piece for mourners after New York’s 9/11 attacks, to Italian opera singers
singing from their balconies amidst the 2020 pandemic, Kenyon shows that no matter how great the
crisis, music has the power to bring us together. His personal, celebratory account transforms our
understanding of how classical music is made—and shows us why it is more relevant than ever.
  the rest is noise listening to the twentieth century: Music and Postwar Transitions in the
19th and 20th Centuries Anaïs Fléchet, Martin Guerpin, Philippe Gumplowicz, Barbara L. Kelly,
2023-06-09 Music and Postwar Transitions in the 19th and 20th Centuries is the first book to
highlight the significance of the idea of 'postwar transition' in the field of music and to demonstrate
how the contribution of musicians, composers, and their publics have influenced contemporary
understandings of war. At the intersection of four domains including: the relationship between music
and war culture, commemorative and consolatory dimensions of music, migration and exile, and the
links between music, cultural diplomacy, and propaganda, leading historians, political scientists,
psychologists, and musicologists explore disruptions and connections to music through the backdrop
of war. In turn, this volume sheds new light on what has been a blind spot in a growing
historiography--
  the rest is noise listening to the twentieth century: 1913 Charles Emmerson, 2013-05-28



Liberating the world of 1913 from a prelude to war narrative and exploring it as it was, this
fascinating volume, filled with stories, insights and colorful characters, brings to life a world more
integrated and internationalized than we remember.
  the rest is noise listening to the twentieth century: Towards a Global Music History Mark
Hijleh, 2018-12-07 How do we explain the globalized musical world in which we find ourselves in the
early 21st century and how did we arrive here? This extraordinary book outlines an understanding of
the human musical story as an intercultural—and ultimately a transcultural—one, with travel and
trade as the primary conditions and catalysts for the ongoing development of musical styles. Starting
with the cultural and civilizational precedents that gave rise to the first global trading and travel
network in both directions across the Afro-Eurasian Old World Web in the form of the Silk Road, the
book proceeds to the rise of al-Andalus and its influence on Europe through the Iberian peninsula
before considering the fusion of European, African and indigenous musics that emerged in the
Americas between c1500-1920 as part of Atlantic culture and the New World Web, as well as the
concurrent acceleration of globalism in music through European empires and exoticism. The book
concludes by examining the musical implications of our current Age of Instantaneous Exchange that
technology permits, and by revisiting the question of interculturality and transculurality in music.
  the rest is noise listening to the twentieth century: The Symphony in Australia,
1960-2020 Rhoderick McNeill, 2022-08-26 The Symphony remained a major orchestral form in
Australia between 1960 and 2020, with a body of diverse and interesting symphonies produced
during the 1960s and 1970s that defied the widespread modernist trends of serialism, electronic
music and indeterminism that seemed harbingers of the symphony’s demise. From the late 1970s
onwards, many Australian composers chose to work in styles that admitted modal and tonal melodic
and harmonic elements with regular pulse. Major cycles of symphonies by Carl Vine, Brenton
Broadstock and Ross Edwards began to appear in the late 1980s. Other prolific symphonists like
Paul Paviour (10 symphonies), David Morgan (15 symphonies), Philip Bracanin (11), Peter Tahourdin
(5), John Polglase (5) and many others demonstrated a revived interest in the form. This trend
continued into the first two decades of the present century with symphonies by Matthew Hindson,
Katy Abbott, Stuart Greenbaum, Andrew Schultz, Mark Isaacs and Gordon Kerry. This renewed
interest in the symphony reflects similar trends in Britain and the United States. Rhoderick McNeill
provides a comprehensive introduction to this large body of music with the aim of making the music
and its composers known to concert- goers, music educators and students, conductors and music
entrepreneurs.
  the rest is noise listening to the twentieth century: Rubble Music Abby Anderton,
2019-07-23 As the seat of Hitler's government, Berlin was the most frequently targeted city in
Germany for Allied bombing campaigns during World War II. Air raids shelled celebrated
monuments, left homes uninhabitable, and reduced much of the city to nothing but rubble. After the
war's end, this apocalyptic landscape captured the imagination of artists, filmmakers, and writers,
who used the ruins to engage with themes of alienation, disillusionment, and moral ambiguity. In
Rubble Music, Abby Anderton explores the classical music culture of postwar Berlin, analyzing
archival documents, period sources, and musical scores to identify the sound of civilian suffering
after urban catastrophe. Anderton reveals how rubble functioned as a literal, figurative,
psychological, and sonic element by examining the resonances of trauma heard in the German
musical repertoire after 1945. With detailed explorations of reconstituted orchestral ensembles,
opera companies, and radio stations, as well as analyses of performances and compositions that
were beyond the reach of the Allied occupiers, Anderton demonstrates how German musicians
worked through, cleared away, or built over the debris and devastation of the war.
  the rest is noise listening to the twentieth century: The Cambridge Companion to
Composition Toby Young, 2024-05-30 There are as many ways of creating music as there are
composers in the world, with a vast array of possible methods and practices. This book provides
essential critical and practical tools for composers as they try to navigate this complex landscape,
whilst also offering provocations for practitioners discovering their own voices and solidifying their



place in their musical communities. Designed to be a companion in the truest sense, the book offers
practical support throughout the creative process and thought-provoking insights on technical
questions for a range of compositional approaches.
  the rest is noise listening to the twentieth century: O Sing unto the Lord Andrew Gant,
2017-03-22 This history of English church music is “one of the wittiest and most whimsically
irreverent works of scholarship in recent memory” (The Christian Century). For as long as people
have worshipped together, music has played a key role in church life. Here, Andrew Gant offers a
fascinating history of English church music, from the Latin chant of late antiquity to the great
proliferation of styles seen in contemporary repertoires. The ornate complexity of pre-Reformation
Catholic liturgies revealed the exclusive nature of this form of worship. By contrast, simple English
psalms, set to well-known folk songs, summed up the aims of the Reformation with its music for
everyone. The Enlightenment brought hymns, the Methodists and Victorians a new delight in the
beauty and emotion of worship. Today, church music mirrors our multifaceted worldview, embracing
the sounds of pop and jazz along with the more traditional music of choir and organ. And reflecting
its truly global reach, the influence of English church music can be found in everything from masses
sung in Korean to American Sacred Harp singing. From medieval chorales to “Amazing Grace,” West
Gallery music to Christmas carols, English church music has broken through the boundaries of time,
place, and denomination to remain familiar and cherished everywhere. O Sing unto the Lord is the
biography of a tradition, a book that “celebrates the sheer pleasure of raising a joyful sound to the
Lord” (The Guardian). “What, fundamentally, is the function of church music, and why have clerical
authorities often been suspicious of how much attention music receives? Gant engages these
questions in intelligent, energetic prose.” —Publishers Weekly “Excellent . . . this authoritative and
engaging history brings so much light and warmth to the subject.” —Sunday Times “The beauty of
relating Christian history this way is that it broadens the focus to include the listening laity, not just
the clergy or the church establishment.” —Foreword Reviews
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