tale of two cities novel

Tale of Two Cities Novel: A Timeless Classic of Love and Revolution

tale of two cities novel is one of the most celebrated works of literature, penned by the renowned author
Charles Dickens. Set against the backdrop of the French Revolution, this novel weaves a compelling
narrative of love, sacrifice, and political upheaval. Its enduring popularity stems from Dickens’ masterful
storytelling, rich characters, and profound themes that continue to resonate with readers today. If you're
curious about what makes the tale of two cities novel a literary masterpiece, this article will delve deep

into its plot, characters, historical context, and lasting impact.

The Historical Setting: France and England in Turmoil

One of the most striking features of the tale of two cities novel is its vivid portrayal of two cities—London
and Paris—during a time of great social unrest. The late 18th century was marked by the French
Revolution, a period of radical political and societal change that dramatically altered the course of history.

Dickens uses this turbulent era as a backdrop to explore themes of justice, revenge, and redemption.

Paris is depicted as a city gripped by chaos and violence, with the oppressed masses rising against the
aristocracy. Meanwhile, London represents a place of relative calm but is not free from its own social issues.

The contrast between these two cities highlights the novel’s central theme of duality and transformation.

Why the French Revolution Matters in the Novel

Understanding the French Revolution is key to appreciating the tale of two cities novel. Dickens doesn’t
merely set his story in this period; he immerses readers in the atmosphere of fear, hope, and brutality. The
revolution symbolizes the struggle for freedom and equality, but also the dangers of unchecked vengeance

and mob mentality.

This historical context enriches the novel’s narrative by grounding personal dramas in a larger social
upheaval. It also allows Dickens to comment on the cyclical nature of history and the possibility of renewal

amidst destruction.

Plot Overview: Love, Sacrifice, and Resurrection

At its core, the tale of two cities novel is a story about people caught in extraordinary circumstances. The



plot follows several key characters whose lives are intertwined by fate and history.

Charles Darnay, a French aristocrat who rejects the cruel injustices of his class, flees to England to start
anew. Dr. Alexandre Manette, a former prisoner of the Bastille, struggles to regain his sanity and rebuild
his life. Sydney Carton, a dissolute English lawyer, finds redemption through his love for Lucie Manette,
Dr. Manette’s devoted daughter.

The narrative builds toward a dramatic climax in revolutionary Paris, where themes of sacrifice and

resurrection take center stage. Sydney Carton’s ultimate act of selflessness is one of the novel’s most

memorable moments, symbolizing hope and renewal amid despair.

Key Themes Explored in the Tale of Two Cities Novel

¢ Resurrection and Redemption: Characters like Sydney Carton embody the possibility of personal

transformation and sacrifice for the greater good.

e Social Injustice and Revolution: The novel critiques the brutal inequalities that led to the French

Revolution and the violence it unleashed.

¢ Love and Loyalty: Relationships, especially the bond between Lucie Manette and those around her,

offer solace and strength.

¢ Duality and Contrast: The juxtaposition of London and Paris, peace and violence, life and death,

underscores the novel’s complex exploration of human nature.

Characters That Bring the Tale to Life

A novel as rich as the tale of two cities depends heavily on its characters, and Dickens does not disappoint.

Each character is carefully crafted to serve both the narrative and thematic purposes of the story.

Sydney Carton: The Tragic Hero

Sydney Carton is one of Dickens’ most compelling characters. Initially portrayed as cynical and self-
destructive, Carton’s love for Lucie Manette inspires a profound change. His final sacrifice—taking Charles

Darnay’s place at the guillotine—cements his role as a Christ-like figure of redemption. Carton’s famous last



words, “It is a far, far better thing that I do, than I have ever done,” continue to move readers deeply.

Lucie Manette: The Symbol of Compassion

Lucie represents kindness, hope, and stability. She is the emotional anchor for the other characters,
particularly her father and Sydney Carton. Lucie’s compassion helps heal wounds caused by imprisonment

and trauma, making her a symbol of love’s restorative power.

Charles Darnay and Dr. Manette

Charles Darnay’s rejection of his aristocratic heritage and Dr. Manette’s painful past highlight themes of
identity and resilience. Their stories intertwine with the political turmoil of the era, illustrating how

personal and societal histories collide.

Why the Tale of Two Cities Novel Remains Relevant

Even though it was published in 1859, the tale of two cities novel still resonates with readers worldwide.

Its exploration of injustice, sacrifice, and human endurance transcends its historical setting.

Lessons for Modern Readers

- Understanding Social Change: The novel encourages readers to reflect on the causes and consequences of
social upheaval, a topic still relevant in today’s world.

- Empathy and Forgiveness: Through characters like Sydney Carton and Lucie Manette, readers learn
about the power of forgiveness and selflessness.

- The Complexity of Human Nature: Dickens paints a nuanced picture of both the nobility and the cruelty

within people, reminding us that good and evil often coexist.

Impact on Popular Culture and Adaptations

The tale of two cities novel has inspired countless adaptations, including films, stage plays, and television
series. Its memorable quotes, such as the opening line “It was the best of times, it was the worst of times,”
have entered the cultural lexicon. These adaptations keep the story alive, introducing new generations to

Dickens’ timeless themes.



Tips for Reading and Appreciating the Tale of Two Cities Novel

If you’re planning to read the tale of two cities novel or revisit it, here are some tips to enhance your

experience:

1. Familiarize Yourself with the Historical Context: A basic understanding of the French Revolution

will deepen your appreciation of the story’s setting.

2. Take Your Time with the Language: Dickens’ writing style is rich and sometimes complex, so don’t

rush through the prose.

3. Reflect on the Themes: Consider how the themes of resurrection, sacrifice, and social justice apply to

modern issues.

4. Discuss with Others: Joining a book club or online forum can provide new insights and perspectives.

Exploring the tale of two cities novel is not just about enjoying a historical drama; it’s about engaging with
timeless human experiences that Dickens masterfully brings to life. Whether you are a seasoned reader or

new to classic literature, this novel offers a profound journey into the depths of human spirit and society.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'A Tale of Two Cities'?

The central theme of 'A Tale of Two Cities' is the struggle for justice and redemption amidst the chaos of

the French Revolution, highlighting themes of sacrifice, resurrection, and the duality of human nature.

‘Who are the main characters in 'A Tale of Two Cities'?

The main characters include Charles Darnay, a French aristocrat; Sydney Carton, a dissolute English
lawyer; Dr. Alexandre Manette, a former prisoner of the Bastille; Lucie Manette, his daughter; and

Madame Defarge, a vengeful revolutionary.

How does Charles Dickens portray the French Revolution in the novel?

Charles Dickens portrays the French Revolution as both a necessary upheaval against tyranny and a
violent, chaotic period marked by revenge and bloodshed, illustrating the complexities and consequences of

social injustice.



What is the significance of the title 'A Tale of Two Cities"?

The title refers to the two cities of London and Paris, symbolizing the contrasting societies and conditions

before and during the French Revolution, and emphasizing themes of duality and transformation.

How does Sydney Carton's character develop throughout the story?

Sydney Carton evolves from a cynical, self-pitying man to a heroic figure who redeems himself through

his self-sacrifice, ultimately saving Charles Darnay and finding personal redemption.

‘What role does sacrifice play in 'A Tale of Two Cities'?

Sacrifice is a pivotal theme, exemplified by Sydney Carton's ultimate sacrifice for the happiness of Lucie

Manette and Charles Darnay, symbolizing love, redemption, and the possibility of personal transformation.

How does Dickens use symbolism in 'A Tale of Two Cities'?

Dickens uses symbolism extensively, such as the broken wine cask representing the spilling of blood and
the start of revolution, and the knitting of Madame Defarge symbolizing fate and revenge, to deepen the

novel's themes and atmosphere.

Additional Resources

Tale of Two Cities Novel: A Timeless Exploration of Revolution and Redemption

tale of two cities novel stands as one of the most enduring works of Charles Dickens, capturing the
tumultuous spirit of the late 18th century through a gripping narrative set against the backdrop of the
French Revolution. Published in 1859, this historical novel is not only a staple of classic literature but also a
profound commentary on themes such as sacrifice, resurrection, and the duality of human nature. As
readers continue to engage with its complex characters and vivid depictions of societal upheaval, the tale of

two cities novel offers an insightful reflection on both personal and political transformation.

Contextualizing the Tale of Two Cities Novel

Charles Dickens wrote the tale of two cities novel during a period of relative peace in Victorian England,
yet he chose to delve into an era marked by extreme violence and social unrest. This setting—the late
1700s, primarily in London and Paris—allows Dickens to explore the contrasts between two cities and
societies on the brink of change. The narrative hinges on the stark differences and surprising similarities

between these urban centers, which symbolize broader themes of oppression and hope.



Through its historical lens, the novel examines the causes and consequences of revolution, reflecting
Dickens’s own concerns about justice and morality. His portrayal of the French Revolution is neither
wholly sympathetic nor condemnatory; instead, it offers a nuanced perspective that acknowledges the

complexities of social upheaval.

The Historical and Social Backdrop

The tale of two cities novel is deeply rooted in the historical realities of the late 18th century. The French
Revolution, which began in 1789, serves as the catalyst for the story’s events. Dickens meticulously
incorporates historical details, from the storming of the Bastille to the Reign of Terror, grounding his fiction

in authentic turmoil.

In addition to providing a dramatic setting, the novel explores social issues such as inequality, tyranny, and
class conflict. London and Paris are depicted not just as physical locations but as symbols of justice and
injustice, liberty and oppression. This duality enriches the narrative, inviting readers to consider the

parallels between the two cities and their respective societies.

Character Analysis and Thematic Depth

At the heart of the tale of two cities novel are its memorable characters, whose lives intertwine amid chaos
and change. Dickens employs a rich cast to embody the novel’s central themes, creating a tapestry of

human experience that resonates across time.

Dr. Alexandre Manette: The Embodiment of Resurrection

One of the novel’s pivotal figures, Dr. Manette, personifies the theme of resurrection. After eighteen years
of unjust imprisonment in the Bastille, his release marks a literal and metaphorical rebirth. His struggle to

reclaim his identity and sanity parallels the larger societal quest for renewal.

His character arc highlights the psychological toll of oppression and the possibility of redemption, making
him a symbol of hope amidst despair. The tale of two cities novel uses Manette’s story to emphasize that

individual healing is intertwined with collective justice.

Charles Darnay and Sydney Carton: Duality and Sacrifice

The two central male protagonists, Charles Darnay and Sydney Carton, represent contrasting paths and



personalities, yet their lives are intricately connected. Darnay, a French aristocrat who renounces his
heritage, embodies honor and moral integrity. Carton, on the other hand, is a dissolute English lawyer

whose initial cynicism masks a capacity for profound selflessness.
Their relationship underscores the novel’s exploration of duality and redemption. Carton’s ultimate

sacrifice, substituting himself for Darnay at the guillotine, serves as a powerful act of love and resurrection.

This dramatic climax reinforces the narrative’s message about the transformative power of sacrifice.

Stylistic Features and Narrative Techniques

Dickens’s storytelling in the tale of two cities novel is characterized by vivid imagery, dramatic contrasts,
and carefully crafted symbolism. His prose combines eloquence with accessibility, making complex

historical events and emotional experiences relatable to a broad readership.

Use of Symbolism and Motifs

The novel is rich in symbolic elements that enhance its thematic depth. The recurring motif of darkness
and light reflects the fluctuating fortunes of the characters and the societies they inhabit. The broken wine
cask in the streets of Paris, spilling red wine that stains the ground, foreshadows the bloodshed to come and

symbolizes the collective suffering of the oppressed.

The phrase “It was the best of times, it was the worst of times” famously encapsulates the novel’s

exploration of contradiction and paradox, inviting readers to reflect on the coexistence of hope and despair.

Structural and Narrative Strategy

The tale of two cities novel employs a multi-layered narrative structure that interweaves personal stories
with broader historical events. Dickens balances intimate character development with grand social

commentary, creating a rhythm that sustains tension and emotional engagement throughout the novel.

Moreover, the alternating settings between London and Paris highlight contrasting political climates and

cultural atmospheres, enhancing the novel’s thematic focus on duality.

Impact, Reception, and Modern Relevance

Since its publication, the tale of two cities novel has maintained a prominent place in literary canon and



popular culture. It is often studied for its historical insights, moral questions, and narrative artistry. The
novel’s enduring appeal lies in its ability to resonate with contemporary audiences, who continue to find

relevance in its depiction of social justice, revolution, and personal sacrifice.

Comparative Literary Significance

‘When compared to Dickens’s other works, such as Great Expectations or Oliver Twrist, the tale of two cities
novel stands out for its overt historical focus and dramatic portrayal of political upheaval. While Dickens
frequently addressed social issues, this novel delves more explicitly into the dynamics of revolution and its

human costs.

Its influence extends beyond literature into theater, film, and television adaptations, each interpreting the
novel’s themes through different cultural lenses. This adaptability testifies to the story’s universal themes

and compelling narrative.

Educational and Cultural Importance

The tale of two cities novel remains a fixture in educational curricula worldwide, valued for its rich
historical context and exploration of ethical dilemmas. Its study encourages critical thinking about justice,

governance, and individual responsibility.

Moreover, the novel’s vivid portrayal of the French Revolution serves as a gateway for readers to engage

with a pivotal moment in world history, bridging the gap between past and present.

Critical Perspectives and Contemporary Analysis

Modern critics have examined the tale of two cities novel through various lenses, including postcolonial
theory, feminist critique, and psychoanalytic approaches. Some highlight Dickens’s portrayal of gender roles

and class structures, while others focus on the narrative’s treatment of violence and redemption.

Critiques often address the novel’s romanticized depiction of sacrifice and question its representation of
revolutionary fervor. Nonetheless, these analyses contribute to a richer understanding of the novel’s

complexity and its place within the broader literary and historical discourse.

The tale of two cities novel remains a powerful exploration of human resilience amid chaos. Its intricate
characters, symbolic richness, and historical grounding continue to captivate readers, inviting ongoing
reflection on the interplay between personal destiny and societal change. Through its enduring narrative,

it offers profound insights into the costs and hopes of revolution, making it a timeless work of literature.



Tale Of Two Cities Novel

tale of two cities novel: A Tale of Two Cities Charles Dickens, 1902 It was the best of times, it
was the worst of times. Charles Dickens' classic novel tells the story of two Englishmen--degenerate
lawyer Sydney Carton and aristocrat Charles Darnay--who fall in love with the same woman in the
midst of the French Revolution's blood and terror. Originally published as 31 weekly instalments,A
Tale of Two Cities has been adapted several times for film, serves as a rite of passage for many
students, and is one of the most famous novels ever published. This is a free digital copy of a book
that has been carefully scanned by Google as part of a project to make the world's books
discoverable online. To make this print edition available as an ebook, we have extracted the text
using Optical Character Recognition (OCR) technology and submitted it to a review process to
ensure its accuracy and legibility across different screen sizes and devices. Google is proud to
partner with libraries to make this book available to readers everywhere.

tale of two cities novel: A Tale of Two Cities Charles Dickens, 2004-05-28 Enriched Classics
offer readers accessible editions of great works of literature enhanced by helpful notes and
commentary. Each book includes educational tools alongside the text, enabling students and readers
alike to gain a deeper and more developed understanding of the writer and their work. Dickens's
epic novel of freedom, love, and the burning chaos of the French Revolution. This edition includes: -A
concise introduction that gives readers important background information -A chronology of the
author's life and work -A timeline of significant events that provides the book's historical context -An
outline of key themes and plot points to help readers form their own interpretations -Detailed
explanatory notes -Critical analysis, including contemporary and modern perspectives on the work
-Discussion questions to promote lively classroom and book group interaction -A list of
recommended related books and films to broaden the reader's experience Enriched Classics offer
readers affordable editions of great works of literature enhanced by helpful notes and insightful
commentary. The scholarship provided in Enriched Classics enables readers to appreciate,
understand, and enjoy the world's finest books to their full potential.

tale of two cities novel: A Tale of Two Cities Dickens C., Charles Dickens was an English
writer and social critic. His A Tale of Two Cities is set in London and Paris before and during the
French Revolution. After eighteen years as a political prisoner in the Bastille, the ageing Doctor
Manette is finally released and reunited with his daughter in England. There the lives of two very
different men, Charles Darnay, an exiled French aristocrat, and Sydney Carton, a disreputable but
brilliant English lawyer, become enmeshed through their love for Lucie Manette. From the tranquil
roads of London, they are drawn against their will to the vengeful, bloodstained streets of Paris at
the height of the Reign of Terror.

tale of two cities novel: A Tale of Two Cities (Annotated) Charles Dickens, 2024-04-02 Charles
Dickens' story A Tale of Two Cities has been adapted in the following ways: Prefaced with historical
context Events leading up to the French Revolution are analyzed within the novel, showcasing their
representation. Events include: The Fall of Bastille, The September Massacres, King Louis XVI's
Execution, and The Reign of Terror Beautiful new cover design In Dickens's timeless classic A Tale
of Two Cities, two cities bursting with action and turmoil as the French Revolution rages provide a
brilliant setting for a riveting story of love, sacrifice, and redemption. Amid the turmoil of the
revolution, the two different cities' characters collide and intermingle in unforeseen ways. Either at
the aristocratic Parisian salons or the lively streets of London, the novel follows the dynamic paths of
CHARLES DARNAY, a French going into exile with a secret, and SYDNEY CARTON, a lost and
purposeless English lawyer. With revolutionaries storming the Bastille and the guillotine reigning
death, Dickens deftly braids their fates, the subjects of social injustice, political tumult, and the
indomitable power of love being his central themes. The book's solid historical accuracy, colorful



https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-157/tale-of-two-cities-novel.pdf

characters, and remarkable storytelling make A Tale of Two Cities one of the all-time greats, which
never loses its appeal to the audience through a striking depiction of the human condition in the
middle of the uprisings.

tale of two cities novel: A Tale of Two Cities (Unabridged with the original illustrations by
Phiz) Charles Dickens, 2023-12-20 Charles Dickens' A Tale of Two Cities is a masterful historical
novel set against the backdrop of the French Revolution, exploring themes of resurrection, sacrifice,
and the struggle for justice. Dickens employs a rich and evocative literary style, characterized by
vivid imagery and sharp contrasts, particularly between the cities of London and Paris. The
unabridged edition featuring the original illustrations by Phiz enhances the reader's experience,
bringing to life the stark realities of this tumultuous period and underscoring the narrative's
emotional depth. Through its iconic opening, It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, the
novel sets a tone of duality that permeates the text, drawing readers into a world rife with turmoil
yet underscoring the potential for redemption amidst chaos. Charles Dickens, one of the most
influential and celebrated authors of the Victorian era, conceived this powerful narrative as a
response to the social injustices he witnessed in England and France. Having experienced his own
hardships, including child labor and the loss of his family, Dickens was driven by a profound sense of
empathy, striving to illuminate the plight of the oppressed and advocate for societal change through
his storytelling. This edition of A Tale of Two Cities is highly recommended for readers who
appreciate historical fiction that does not shy away from the complexities of human experience. It is
an essential part of literary canon that fosters both critical thought and emotional engagement,
making it a timeless read for those eager to explore the intricacies of morality within historical
context.

tale of two cities novel: A Tale of Two Cities - by Charles Dickens Charles Dickens,
2012-06 A TALE OF TWO CITIES by Charles Dickens (unabridged) is presented by Blackstone Audio
and comes with what is perhaps the best audiobook app available (see FEATURES, below). One of
Charles Dickens's most exciting novels, A Tale of Two Cities, set during the French Revolution, is a
compelling portrait of the results of terror and treason, love and supreme sacrifice. Self-contained,
this audiobook app is perfect for your commute, on a trip, or while relaxing. Based on a
library-quality recording, this app was built especially for your iPhone and iPod Touch. No
unreadable text, no endless scrolling on a tiny screen. The audio is of higher-than-normal quality,
making for a great listening experience that will not tire your ears or grate on your nerves. NOTICE:
This app includes the exact same 5-star recording offered elsewhere at much higher prices. It was
professionally recorded by Blackstone Audio's Grammy®-nominated narrator Frederick Davidson.
You are not buying yet another amateur or volunteer narration. No clicks, background noises, throat
clearing, mispronunciations, tinny voices or monotones will be found here. “What can be said about
a book which provides us with the single finest opening line in English literature, outside of Genesis
1:1 in the KJV? Dickens was, without any doubt whatsoever, the finest writer of historical
literature/romance fiction of the 19th century.”—AllReaders.com *EXPERIENCE. About 15 hours of
narration. Created as a Folium enhancedAudio™ edition, this book includes extra functions and
features not found on lesser players. *PLAYER CONTROLS. Includes listen (play), pause, multi-speed
fast forward/reverse, jump ahead/back, chapter skip, volume control, one-touch chapter- and
bookmark browser. There is also a “scrub” bar that finds any point inside the chapter with just a tap.
*SLEEP TIMER. Have you ever fallen asleep watching TV or listening to a book? If so, you'll love this
feature. Once set, the book will stop, place a bookmark, and allow you to jump back to where you
probably began dozing. *CLEAR & ELEGANT DESIGN. Simple, clean, intuitive, and smarter than
average. *CHAPTER TIMINGS. Always know how much time it will take to finish a chapter. Plus, the
progress bar at the top of the screen shows how far into the book you’ve come. *OFFLINE
LISTENING. You are airplane-ready! Once downloaded, listen uninterrupted without threat from a
lost network connection. Downloads are usually just 5-10 minutes, but depend upon your network
speed. *AUTO-BOOKMARKING. The player remembers where you stopped listening and returns to
that exact spot when you open the book again. *TELL-A-FRIEND. An easy way to recommend the




book to your friends or Twitter feed. *FEEDBACK. Share your ideas for books, functions, and
features. We are very responsive to our listeners and appreciate all feedback and ideas. RATING:
12+ for depiction of violence, and period language that may be difficult to follow.
When the starving French masses rise to overthrow a corrupt and decadent government, both the
guilty and the innocent become victims of their frenzied anger. Soon nothing stands in the way of
the chilling figure they enlist for their cause—La Guillotine, the new invention for efficiently
chopping off heads. This captivating tale uses the contrasts between the two cities’ “beliefs” to
reveal the central choice confronting every society and each individual: Should a person work to
change society, or should the revolution occur within his heart?

tale of two cities novel: A Tale of Two Cities Charles Dickens, 2004-12 These stories have
been retold for today's reader, with atmospheric illustrations, an informative introduction and useful
notes. In 18th century France, the rich seem to have everything they could ever want, while the poor
barely keep from starving. Injustice is commonplace, and discontent and revolution are brewing...
The hero of this classic tale by Charles Dickens is a young French nobleman known as Charles
Darnay. Sickened by the wrongs he sees, he renounces his family and his country, and tries to
escape the past by settling in England. But when an old servant pleads for his help, he returns to
Paris - only to find himself on trial for his life. Book jacket.

tale of two cities novel: A TALE OF TWO CITIES CHARLES DICKENS, 2017-07-06 A TALE OF
TWO CITIES BY CHARLES DICKENS Key features of this book: * Includes an autobiographical
sketch of the author * This book includes original artwork - All illustrations have been digitally
enhanced * Unabridged with 100% of it’s original content * Available in multiple formats: eBook,
original paperback and large print paperback * Easy-to-read 12 pt. font size * Proper paragraph
formatting with Indented first lines, 1.25 Line Spacing and Justified Paragraphs * Properly formatted
for aesthetics and ease of reading. * Custom Table of Contents and Design elements for each chapter
* The Copyright page has been placed at the end of the book, as to not impede the content and flow
of the book. Original publication: 1859 A Tale of Two Cities is a novel by Charles Dickens, set in
London and Paris before and during the French Revolution. The novel tells the story of the French
Doctor Manette, his 18-year-long imprisonment in the Bastille in Paris and his release to life in
London with his daughter Lucie, whom he had never met; Lucie's marriage and the collision
between her beloved husband and the people who caused her father's imprisonment; and Monsieur
and Madame Defarge, sellers of wine in a poor suburb of Paris. The story is set against the
conditions that led up to the French Revolution and the Reign of Terror. This book is great for
schools, teachers and students or for the casual reader, and makes a wonderful addition to any
classic literary library At Pure Snow Publishing we have taken the time and care into formatting this
book to make it the best possible reading experience. We specialize in publishing classic books and
have been publishing books since 2014. We now have over 500 book listings available for purchase.
Enjoy!

tale of two cities novel: A Tale of Two Cities Charles Dickens, 1868 It was the best of times,
it was the worst of times. Charles Dickens' classic novel tells the story of two
Englishmen--degenerate lawyer Sydney Carton and aristocrat Charles Darnay--who fall in love with
the same woman in the midst of the French Revolution's blood and terror. Originally published as 31
weekly instalments, A Tale of Two Cities has been adapted several times for film, serves as a rite of
passage for many students, and is one of the most famous novels ever published. This is a free digital
copy of a book that has been carefully scanned by Google as part of a project to make the world's
books discoverable online. To make this print edition available as an ebook, we have extracted the
text using Optical Character Recognition (OCR) technology and submitted it to a review process to
ensure its accuracy and legibility across different screen sizes and devices. Google is proud to
partner with libraries to make this book available to readers everywhere.

tale of two cities novel: A Tale of Two Cities Charles Dickens, 2021-03-25 Novel by Charles
Dickens, distributed both sequentially and in book structure in 1859. The story is set in the late
eighteenth century against the foundation of the French Revolution. Despite the fact that Dickens




acquired from Thomas Carlyle's set of experiences, The French Revolution, for his rambling story of
London and progressive Paris, the novel offers more dramatization than exactness. The locations of
enormous scope crowd savagery are particularly striking, if shallow in chronicled understanding.
The intricate plot includes Sydney Carton's penance of his own life in the interest of his companions
Charles Darnay and Lucie Manette. While political occasions drive the story, Dickens takes a
positively antipolitical tone, attacking both blue-blooded oppression and progressive overabundance
- the last significantly mimicked in Madame Defarge, who weaves close to the guillotine. The book is
maybe most popular for its initial lines, It was the awesome occasions, it was the most noticeably
awful of times, and for Carton's last discourse, in which he says of his supplanting Darnay in a jail
cell, It is a far, far superior thing that I do, than I have at any point done; it is a far, far superior rest
that I go to, than I have at any point known. - The Merriam-Webster Encyclopedia of Literature

tale of two cities novel: A Tale Of Two Cities Charles Dickens, 2014-02-26 A Tale of Two Cities
differs essentially from all of Dickens' other novels in style and manner of treatment. Forster, in his
'Life of Dickens,' writes that there is no instance in his novels excepting this, of a deliberate and
planned departure from the method of treatment which had been pre-eminently the source of his
popularity as a novelist. To rely less upon character than upon incident, and to resolve that his
actors should be expressed by the story more than they should express themselves by dialogue, was
for him a hazardous, and can hardly be called an entirely successful, experiment. With singular
dramatic vivacity, much constructive art, and with descriptive passages of a high order everywhere,
there was probably never a book by a great humorist, and an artist so prolific in conception, with so
little humor and so few remarkable figures. Its merit lies elsewhere. The two cities are London and
Paris. The time is just before and during the French Revolution. A peculiar chain of events knits and
interweaves the lives of a few simple, private people with the outbreak of a terrible public event. Dr.
Manette has been a prisoner in the Bastille for eighteen years, languishing there, as did so many
others, on some vague unfounded charge. His release when the story opens, his restoration to his
daughter Lucie, the trial and acquittal of one Charles Darnay, nephew of a French marquis, on a
charge of treason, the marriage of Lucie Manette to Darnay,— these incidents form the introduction
to the drama of blood which is to follow. Two friends of the Manette family complete the circle of
important characters: Mr.

tale of two cities novel: A Tale of Two Cities Charles Dickens, 2021-05-09 Novel by Charles
Dickens, published both serially and in book form in 1859. The story is set in the late 18th century
against the background of the French Revolution. Although Dickens borrowed from Thomas Carlyle's
history, The French Revolution, for his sprawling tale of London and revolutionary Paris, the novel
offers more drama than accuracy. The scenes of large-scale mob violence are especially vivid, if
superficial in historical understanding. The complex plot involves Sydney Carton's sacrifice of his
own life on behalf of his friends Charles Darnay and Lucie Manette. While political events drive the
story, Dickens takes a decidedly antipolitical tone, lambasting both aristocratic tyranny and
revolutionary excess--the latter memorably caricatured in Madame Defarge, who knits beside the
guillotine. The book is perhaps best known for its opening lines, It was the best of times, it was the
worst of times, and for Carton's last speech, in which he says of his replacing Darnay in a prison cell,
It is a far, far better thing that I do, than I have ever done; it is a far, far better rest that I go to, than
I have ever known. -- The Merriam-Webster Encyclopedia of Literature

tale of two cities novel: A Tale of Two Cities Charles Dickens, 2000-12-01 Presents the grim
tale of the people who were caught up in the wave of violence and murder which marked the French
Revolution.

tale of two cities novel: A Tale of Two Cities (Diversion Illustrated Classics) Charles Dickens,
2015-08-18 Featuring an appendix of discussion questions, the Diversion Classics edition is ideal for
use in book groups and classrooms. From its iconic opening line, It was the best of times, it was the
worst of times, A TALE OF TWO CITIES is a story of duality and drama. Dickens paints a picture of
life in both Paris and London before and during the French Revolution. With its sharp social
commentary and unforgettable characters, this novel is a masterpiece of Victorian literature.
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tale of two cities novel: A Tale of Two Cities Charles Dickens, 2021-06-02 Novel by Charles
Dickens, published both serially and in book form in 1859. The story is set in the late 18th century
against the background of the French Revolution. Although Dickens borrowed from Thomas Carlyle's
history, The French Revolution, for his sprawling tale of London and revolutionary Paris, the novel
offers more drama than accuracy. The scenes of large-scale mob violence are especially vivid, if
superficial in historical understanding. The complex plot involves Sydney Carton's sacrifice of his
own life on behalf of his friends Charles Darnay and Lucie Manette. While political events drive the
story, Dickens takes a decidedly antipolitical tone, lambasting both aristocratic tyranny and
revolutionary excess--the latter memorably caricatured in Madame Defarge, who knits beside the
guillotine. The book is perhaps best known for its opening lines, It was the best of times, it was the
worst of times, and for Carton's last speech, in which he says of his replacing Darnay in a prison cell,
It is a far, far better thing that I do, than I have ever done; it is a far, far better rest that I go to, than
I have ever known. -- The Merriam-Webster Encyclopedia of Literature

tale of two cities novel: Charles Dickens' A Tale of Two Cities Jeffrey Karnicky, 1994 REA's
MAXnotes for Charles Dickens' A Tale of Two Cities MAXnotes offer a fresh look at masterpieces of
literature, presented in a lively and interesting fashion. Written by literary experts who currently
teach the subject, MAXnotes will enhance your understanding and enjoyment of the work. MAXnotes
are designed to stimulate independent thought about the literary work by raising various issues and
thought-provoking ideas and questions. MAXnotes cover the essentials of what one should know
about each work, including an overall summary, character lists, an explanation and discussion of the
plot, the work's historical context, illustrations to convey the mood of the work, and a biography of
the author. Each section of the work is individually summarized and analyzed, and has study
questions and answers.

tale of two cities novel: A Tale of Two Cities (Black Classics) (Illustrated) Charles
Dickens, 2021-03-12 Novel by Charles Dickens, published both serially and in book form in 1859.
The story is set in the late 18th century against the background of the French Revolution. Although
Dickens borrowed from Thomas Carlyle's history, The French Revolution, for his sprawling tale of
London and revolutionary Paris, the novel offers more drama than accuracy. The scenes of
large-scale mob violence are especially vivid, if superficial in historical understanding. The complex
plot involves Sydney Carton's sacrifice of his own life on behalf of his friends Charles Darnay and
Lucie Manette. While political events drive the story, Dickens takes a decidedly antipolitical tone,
lambasting both aristocratic tyranny and revolutionary excess--the latter memorably caricatured in
Madame Defarge, who knits beside the guillotine. The book is perhaps best known for its opening
lines, It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, and for Carton's last speech, in which he
says of his replacing Darnay in a prison cell, It is a far, far better thing that I do, than I have ever
done; it is a far, far better rest that I go to, than I have ever known. -- The Merriam-Webster
Encyclopedia of Literature Complete Original Unabridged Illustrated with book-end doodles about
reading Beautifully laid out reader-friendly format

tale of two cities novel: A Tale of Two Cities [Large Print Edition] Charles Dickens, Owen R.
Howell, 2014-03-12 This premium quality large print volume includes the complete and unabridged
text of Charles Dickens' timeless classic in a freshly edited and newly typeset edition. With a large
7.44x9.69 page size, this Summit Classic Press edition is printed on heavyweight bright white paper
with a fully laminated cover featuring an original full color design. Page headers and footers,
modern design and page layout reflecting traditional publishing values, and a detailed, original
author biography exemplify the attention to detail given this high quality volume. With well over 200
million copies sold and opening and closing lines that are among the most familiar in all of literature,
A Tale of Two Cities (1859) is one of the best known and most widely-read books in all of literary
fiction. Set against the backdrop of the French Revolution, the novel depicts the suffering of the
French peasantry at the hands of the aristocracy and the subsequent abuses of the revolutionaries
and their brutality against the aristocrats. Dickens, ever the social critic, manages to draw parallels



to English society, and especially the stratified society of London, while creating his hallmark
complex characters and compelling story. It has been remarked that Sydney Carton, a dissolute and
disillusioned London barrister, is nonetheless the only protagonist in any of Dickens' major works
who is, in the classical sense, heroic. While following several characters, the central plot revolves
around Carton, Charles Darnay, a virtuous French aristocrat who falls prey to the wide-ranging and
unreasoning fury of the Revolution, and Darnay's wife. Born in Portsmouth England on February 7,
1812, Charles Dickens enjoyed a comfortable childhood until his father lost his post at the Navy Pay
Office and ultimately landed in debtors' prison. Young Charles embarked upon an horrific stint
pasting labels on jars of bootblack in a rat-infested slum. He would later find work as a newspaper
writer, covering politics and then the courts. These experiences, with his almost photographic
memory, would provide him with material for the colorful characters and vivid depictions of life in
England which would characterize his work for decades. The publication of The Pickwick Papers in
serial form in 1836 brought Dickens success. Within a few years he had become an international
literary celebrity. Ultimately he would become the foremost novelist of the Victorian era and one of
the most widely read writers in history. His books have never gone out of print, have been turned
into films and plays, and are still widely read today. Along with his compelling storylines and
unforgettable characters, Dickens' stories served as vehicles for social commentary, often harshly
critical of class stratification and public institutions. In particular, and contrary to prevailing views,
Dickens championed the poor, whom he saw as wretched not because of their own weaknesses and
moral failures but because of their helplessness before society's attitudes and institutions. And yet
Dickens managed throughout to maintain a humorous element, and satire and caricature fill the
pages of his works. Dickens died on June 9, 1870, following a stroke. Given the body of work he left
behind, it is striking to note that Charles Dickens was just 58 years old at his death.

tale of two cities novel: Charles Dickens's A Tale of Two Cities Ruth F. Glancy, 2006 Often
criticised for its melodramatic 'soap-opera' plot, Dickens' bold treatment of the violence and terrors
of the French Revolution is still widely read and enjoyed today. This text looks at critical themes in
the novel, as well as looking closely at the context in which it is set
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