
squatters as developers
Squatters as Developers: Transforming Spaces and Challenging Norms

squatters as developers is a concept that might initially sound paradoxical. Typically,
squatting is associated with unauthorized occupation of property, while developers are
seen as formal agents of change, investing resources to build or renovate. Yet, in many
urban environments across the globe, squatters have become unlikely catalysts for
development, breathing new life into neglected buildings and neighborhoods. This
fascinating intersection between informal habitation and grassroots development raises
important questions about property rights, urban renewal, and community empowerment.

The Evolution of Squatters as Developers

Squatting has a long and complex history, often driven by housing shortages, economic
hardship, or social movements. Traditionally, squatters are perceived as trespassers or
social outcasts. However, over time, some communities of squatters have evolved into
proactive developers, taking ownership of their environment in a hands-on, creative way.

In cities like Amsterdam, Berlin, and São Paulo, squatting movements have transcended
mere survival tactics. They have initiated self-managed housing projects, restoring
dilapidated buildings that were otherwise slated for demolition or neglect. These
squatters, in effect, become urban developers — albeit outside the usual legal frameworks.

How Squatters Contribute to Urban Regeneration

When squatters occupy abandoned properties, they often invest time, labor, and ingenuity
into making spaces livable and vibrant. This grassroots development can:

- Halt urban decay by preventing buildings from falling into oblivion.
- Foster community spirit through collective management and shared resources.
- Encourage sustainable practices by repurposing existing structures rather than building
anew.
- Inspire alternative cultural and social initiatives, such as art galleries, workshops, and
community gardens.

These activities highlight a different model of development, one that is bottom-up and
community-driven rather than top-down and profit-focused.

Legal Challenges and Property Rights

One of the biggest hurdles for squatters as developers is navigating the legal landscape.
Property laws in most countries clearly define ownership and eviction processes, but the



existence of squatters challenges traditional notions of possession and use.

Adverse Possession and Its Role

In some jurisdictions, the legal doctrine of adverse possession allows squatters to gain
ownership of property after occupying it continuously and openly for a certain period,
provided the original owner does not take action. This mechanism has been both
celebrated and criticized, but it undeniably influences the dynamic between squatters and
property owners.

For squatters who have effectively developed a building or community, adverse possession
can be a pathway toward formal recognition of their efforts. However, the process is often
lengthy and complicated, requiring legal advice and documentation of their stewardship.

Negotiating With Authorities and Developers

Many successful squatter-developer communities have established dialogues with local
governments or private developers. By demonstrating the value they add—through
renovation, maintenance, and social cohesion—they sometimes secure legal leases,
ownership rights, or at least tolerance.

This negotiation process involves:

- Presenting clear plans for continued development and maintenance.
- Showing community support and positive social impact.
- Highlighting cost savings for public authorities by reducing neglected properties.

Such collaborations can lead to innovative urban policy approaches that recognize the role
of squatters in city development.

Examples of Squatter-Led Development Projects

Across the world, numerous examples exist where squatters have become de facto
developers and revitalizers.

Christiania, Copenhagen

One of the most famous cases is Freetown Christiania in Copenhagen, Denmark. Founded
in the 1970s by squatters occupying a former military base, Christiania transformed into a
self-governing community with its own infrastructure, housing, and cultural identity. The
residents took on responsibilities typically reserved for city planners, creating a vibrant
neighborhood that challenges conventional urban development models.



Metelkova, Ljubljana

In Slovenia, Metelkova is a former military barracks squatted in the early 1990s. Today, it
is a thriving cultural hub with art galleries, performance spaces, and housing. The
squatters’ efforts to develop and maintain the area have been instrumental in preserving
the historical buildings and creating a unique urban space.

Rocinha, Rio de Janeiro

Though often labeled as a favela, Rocinha started as an informal settlement of squatters
who built their homes on unused land. Over decades, residents have incrementally
developed the area with infrastructure improvements, small businesses, and community
services, exemplifying how informal dwellers can transform neglected spaces into dynamic
neighborhoods.

Implications for Urban Planning and Policy

The phenomenon of squatters as developers challenges traditional urban planning
paradigms. It raises questions about who has the authority to shape a city and how
development can be more inclusive.

Rethinking Development Models

Municipalities and urban planners can learn from the organic, adaptive strategies used by
squatters. Their approach often emphasizes:

- Flexibility in land use and zoning.
- Participatory governance and resident-led decision-making.
- Sustainable and cost-effective building practices.

Incorporating these principles into formal development processes can lead to more
resilient and equitable cities.

Policy Recommendations

To harness the positive potential of squatters as developers, policymakers might consider:

1. Creating legal pathways for squatters to regularize their occupancy.
2. Supporting community-led renovation projects with technical and financial assistance.
3. Recognizing the social and cultural contributions of squatter communities.
4. Facilitating dialogue between informal settlers, developers, and government agencies.



These measures could reduce conflicts, promote urban regeneration, and improve living
conditions.

Challenges and Risks Faced by Squatter
Developers

While the contributions of squatters as developers are significant, challenges persist.

Risk of Eviction and Displacement

Without legal protection, squatters remain vulnerable to eviction, often facing abrupt
displacement despite their investment in the property. This insecurity can discourage
long-term development and undermine community stability.

Access to Resources and Services

Informal settlements may lack access to basic services such as sanitation, electricity, and
healthcare. Squatters often have to self-organize these amenities, which can be resource-
intensive and uneven in quality.

Social Stigma and Marginalization

Squatters frequently face negative stereotypes that portray them as criminals or
nuisances. This stigma can hinder their ability to engage with authorities and access
support.

How Technology Empowers Squatters as
Developers

In recent years, technology has played a growing role in empowering squatters to manage
and develop their communities more effectively.

Mapping and Documentation

Open-source mapping tools help squatters document their occupancy and improvements,
providing evidence for legal claims or negotiations.



Social Media and Networking

Online platforms facilitate communication and coordination among squatters, activists,
and allies, amplifying their voice and visibility.

Innovative Building Techniques

Access to affordable, sustainable construction materials and techniques—such as recycled
materials or modular designs—enables squatters to upgrade their dwellings more
efficiently.

The intersection of squatting and development is a dynamic frontier where grassroots
initiative meets urban transformation. Recognizing squatters as developers reveals new
possibilities for inclusive, resilient cities shaped by the very people who inhabit them.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does the term 'squatters as developers' mean in
the tech industry?
The term 'squatters as developers' refers to individuals or groups who occupy digital
resources such as domain names, software repositories, or development environments
without authorization, often to control or monetize them, rather than contributing genuine
development work.

How do squatters impact open source development
projects?
Squatters can negatively impact open source projects by occupying repository names or
project identities, causing confusion among users and contributors, hindering
collaboration, and sometimes exploiting the project's reputation for personal gain.

What are common signs of squatting behavior among
developers?
Common signs include registering multiple related domain names without clear
development intent, creating repositories with popular project names but no meaningful
code, or holding onto digital assets passively to resell or block others from legitimate use.

How can organizations protect themselves from
squatters in software development?
Organizations can protect themselves by promptly registering relevant domain names and



repository names, monitoring for unauthorized use, enforcing trademark rights, and
engaging with the developer community to establish official presence and legitimacy.

Are there legal measures against developer squatting in
digital environments?
Yes, legal measures can include trademark infringement claims, domain dispute resolution
processes like the Uniform Domain-Name Dispute-Resolution Policy (UDRP), and taking
action through platform-specific policies to reclaim or remove squatted digital assets.

Additional Resources
Squatters as Developers: Exploring an Unconventional Approach to Urban Renewal

squatters as developers is a concept that challenges traditional notions of property
ownership, urban development, and community revitalization. This phenomenon occurs
when individuals or groups occupy abandoned, unused, or neglected buildings and
transform them into functional living or working spaces without formal permission. While
squatting has historically been associated with informal housing and activism, the evolving
role of squatters as developers introduces a complex dynamic that intersects with real
estate markets, social policy, and city planning.

Understanding the implications of squatters acting as de facto developers requires a
nuanced exploration of the social, economic, and legal frameworks that underpin urban
environments. This article delves into the multifaceted nature of squatters as developers,
examining case studies, benefits, challenges, and the broader impact on cities worldwide.

The Rise of Squatters as Developers in Urban
Contexts

Across major cities facing housing shortages and economic pressures, squatters have
increasingly taken on roles that resemble those of traditional developers. Instead of
merely occupying spaces, these individuals or collectives invest time, effort, and resources
to rehabilitate dilapidated buildings, often bringing neglected neighborhoods back to life.
This grassroots form of development diverges sharply from corporate-driven real estate
projects, emphasizing community participation and sustainability.

In cities like Berlin, Amsterdam, and London, squatting movements have created self-
managed housing projects that prioritize affordability and cultural expression. These
projects sometimes evolve into recognized community hubs, blurring the lines between
informal occupation and legitimate property development.

Historical Background and Legal Frameworks



Squatting as a practice dates back centuries, frequently emerging as a response to
housing crises and economic inequality. However, the transition from mere occupation to
development signifies a shift in how squatters interact with urban spaces.

Legal responses to squatters vary considerably by country and jurisdiction. In some
places, squatting remains illegal and harshly penalized, while in others, laws have evolved
to recognize squatters’ rights under certain conditions, especially when properties have
been abandoned for extended periods.

For example:

England and Wales: The Legal Aid, Sentencing and Punishment of Offenders Act
2012 criminalized squatting in residential properties, but non-residential squatting
remains a civil matter.

Netherlands: Squatting was legal under specific conditions until 2010, enabling
squatters to develop properties with relative security.

Brazil: In cities like São Paulo, squatters sometimes gain legal ownership through
adverse possession laws after continuous occupation.

These legal nuances shape how squatters approach development and influence their
potential to contribute to urban renewal.

Squatters as Developers: Drivers and Motivations

Analyzing why squatters adopt the role of developers reveals a blend of necessity,
ideology, and opportunity. Economic constraints often force marginalized populations to
seek housing alternatives outside formal markets. Additionally, political motivations
underpin many squatting initiatives, aiming to challenge speculative real estate practices
and promote social justice.

Economic and Social Factors

The global shortage of affordable housing has intensified pressures on low-income
individuals and families. Squatters, by rehabilitating abandoned buildings, address
immediate shelter needs while indirectly reducing urban blight. This “bottom-up”
development approach contrasts with top-down policies that may overlook vulnerable
groups.

Moreover, squatting communities often foster social cohesion, creating networks that
support collective maintenance and decision-making. These social structures can enhance
neighborhood stability and resilience, especially in areas prone to disinvestment.



Urban Regeneration and Cultural Impact

Beyond housing, squatters as developers contribute to cultural vibrancy by transforming
spaces into art studios, community centers, or cooperative businesses. Such initiatives can
catalyze neighborhood revitalization and attract broader attention to the potential of
underutilized urban assets.

In some cases, squatted developments have inspired municipal authorities to reconsider
urban planning priorities, integrating grassroots perspectives into redevelopment
strategies. This interaction underscores the potential for squatters to influence formal
development agendas.

Challenges and Controversies Surrounding
Squatters as Developers

Despite the positive aspects, the phenomenon of squatters acting as developers is fraught
with challenges and controversies. The informal nature of squatting poses legal risks,
financial uncertainties, and conflicts with property owners.

Legal Risks and Ownership Conflicts

One of the most significant hurdles is the tenuous legal status of squatters. Without formal
recognition, their investments in property rehabilitation may be vulnerable to eviction or
demolition. Property owners and real estate investors often view squatting as a threat to
their rights and assets.

Additionally, the lack of clear legal frameworks can complicate access to services, utilities,
and financing, limiting the scope and sustainability of squatter-led development projects.

Quality and Safety Concerns

While many squatter developments are characterized by ingenuity and resourcefulness,
concerns about building standards and safety persist. Informal renovations may not meet
regulatory codes, raising risks for occupants and neighbors. These issues can hinder
broader acceptance of squatting as a legitimate development model.

Gentrification and Displacement

Ironically, successful squatter-led revitalization projects can trigger gentrification,
increasing property values and attracting external investors. This process may eventually
displace the very communities that initiated the development, creating complex socio-
economic dilemmas.



Case Studies: Squatters as Developers in Practice

Examining real-world examples sheds light on how squatters function as developers and
the outcomes of their interventions.

Christiania, Copenhagen

Established in the 1970s, Freetown Christiania is a self-proclaimed autonomous
neighborhood that began as a squatted military area. Over the decades, residents have
developed infrastructure, housing, and communal spaces, blending alternative lifestyles
with practical urban living. Despite ongoing legal negotiations, Christiania remains a
landmark example of squatters shaping urban development.

Metelkova, Ljubljana

In Slovenia, the Metelkova district transformed from abandoned military barracks into a
vibrant cultural and social hub through occupation and community-driven development.
The area hosts art galleries, clubs, and workshops, illustrating how squatters can
repurpose neglected sites into economically and culturally valuable assets.

Detroit, USA

Following industrial decline and widespread abandonment, Detroit has seen a rise in
squatter-led initiatives to rehabilitate vacant properties. Groups of urban homesteaders
and activists have renovated houses, contributing to neighborhood stabilization. However,
challenges with ownership rights and city policies remain significant barriers.

Implications for Urban Policy and Future
Development

The emergence of squatters as developers necessitates a reevaluation of urban policy
frameworks. Recognizing the potential benefits of informal development, some cities have
experimented with policies to integrate squatters into formal housing systems or offer
pathways to legalization.

Policy Innovations

Programs that convert squatted properties into cooperatives or community land trusts aim
to preserve affordability and empower residents. Such approaches balance property rights



with social equity, fostering inclusive urban growth.

Collaborative Models

Partnerships between municipal authorities, non-profits, and squatting communities can
enhance resource sharing and technical support. These collaborations mitigate risks
associated with informal development and promote sustainable outcomes.

Conclusion: Navigating the Complex Landscape of
Squatters as Developers

The concept of squatters as developers encapsulates a multifaceted intersection of
housing, legality, community activism, and urban renewal. While not without challenges,
this phenomenon underscores a critical response to systemic issues in contemporary
cities. By reimagining the role of squatters beyond mere occupants to active developers,
stakeholders can explore innovative strategies for addressing housing shortages and
revitalizing neglected urban spaces.

As urban landscapes continue to evolve under demographic and economic pressures, the
contributions of squatters as developers may increasingly influence how cities balance
growth, equity, and sustainability.

Squatters As Developers

  squatters as developers: Squatters as Developers? Vinit Mukhija, 2017-03-02 In the
mid-1990s, the state government of Maharashtra introduced an innovative strategy of slum
redevelopment in its capital city, Mumbai (Bombay). Based on demolishing existing slums and
rebuilding on the same sites at a higher density, it is very distinct from the two prevalent
conventional strategies with respect to slums in developing countries - slum clearance and slum
upgrading. So why did the slum redevelopment strategy originate in Mumbai, and how did it do so?
What were the key issues in the implementation of such a project? This critical volume responds to
these questions by closely examining one particular redevelopment project over a period of twelve
years: the Markandeya Cooperative Housing Society (MCHS). It analyzes the problems faced and the
solutions innovated; identifies non-traditional issues often overlooked in housing improvement
strategies; reveals the complexities involved in housing production for low-income groups; and
combines in-depth empirical research with historical, institutional, spatial and financial perspectives
to improve our understanding of complex urban development processes.
  squatters as developers: Squatters as Developers? Vinit Mukhija, 2000
  squatters as developers: Hong Kong Public and Squatter Housing Alan Smart, Fung Chi Keung
Charles, 2023-05-09 In Hong Kong Public and Squatter Housing: Geopolitics and Informality,
1963–1985, Alan Smart and Fung Chi Keung Charles trace two decades of development of squatting
in Hong Kong. The authors reconstruct the government policy on squatting through both
ethnographic and archival research. The book sheds new light on the consequences of various
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attempts to control encroachment on scarce urban space. It argues that intersecting policy agendas
resulted in decisions that were often not desired, but which emerged as practical solutions from
prior failures. The authors address the challenges of explaining confidential policy decisions and
offer new approaches applicable in other contexts. Overall, Smart and Fung make an important
contribution to the understanding of how public housing and squatting interacted in influential ways
that have been poorly understood and offer new perspectives on the challenges of urban governance
and housing problems. “The definitive history of how resettlement policies evolved as the squatter
population swelled and as London and Beijing moved closer to signing the 1984 Sino-British
Declaration. A masterful combination of theorizing and documentary sleuthing, a landmark in
contemporary debates over the optimal responses to the formalization of informal property.”
—Deborah Davis, Yale University “Smart and Fung offer a fresh and thought-provoking analysis of
the changing state-society relations in the postwar decades by unravelling the complexities of Hong
Kong’s urban landscape through their critical analysis of the question of informality and the issue of
squatting.” —Lui Tai-Lok, Education University of Hong Kong “Employing ethnography and combing
through archives, Smart and Fung uncover how the British formalized squatter housing.
Highlighting questions of sociopolitical and historical change by analyzing bureaucratic and
geopolitical forces—a fascinating project delving into the nature of colonial rule, immigrant
resilience, and political economic structures. A major contribution to evidence-based settler colonial
studies.” —Setha Low, City University of New York
  squatters as developers: 2024-25 NTA /UGC-NET/JRF Sociology Solved Papers YCT Expert
Team , 2024-25 NTA /UGC-NET/JRF Sociology Solved Papers 384 795 E. This book contains previous
year’s solved papers from 2011 to 2023.
  squatters as developers: Entrepreneurial Urbanism in India Kanekanti Chandrashekar Smitha,
2016-12-05 Through the analysis of Indian metropolises, this volume critiques the reality of
“entrepreneurial governance” that has emerged as a major urban development practice in cities of
the global south. In neoliberal India, the use of management rhetoric in urban development has
rapidly led to the growth of urban/peri-urban structures and spaces that are supposedly “smart” and
“entrepreneurial”, which are networked within global systems of production, finance, technology/
telecommunication, culture and politics. Through diverse empirical evidence from India, particularly
from the metropolises of New Delhi, Mumbai, Bengaluru and Chennai, this volume focuses on the
fallout of the deployment of “entrepreneurial governance” practices at national, state and local
levels. Foremost, it explores the impact of specific institutional and organizational reorientations and
changing urban spatial landscapes at the local level; secondly, it discusses the socio-economic
implications of rollback of the state and involvement of non-state organizations in governance as
part of urban entrepreneurialism; further, it discusses the regulation of urban development projects
by local governments and the impact of entrepreneurial governance for citizens, often resulting in
social exclusion and inequality. Finally, it explores the inherent contradictions within political and
institutional landscapes that can be described as “entrepreneurial”. Written by scholars from diverse
disciplinary backgrounds, and focusing on different facets of entrepreneurial governance in Indian
metropolises, this book is of interest to researchers of urban politics, public policy, urban sociology,
anthropology, urban geography, planning and architecture.
  squatters as developers: Rethinking Global Modernism Vikramaditya Prakash, Maristella
Casciato, Daniel E. Coslett, 2021-11-22 This anthology collects developing scholarship that outlines
a new decentred history of global modernism in architecture using postcolonial and other related
theoretical frameworks. By both revisiting the canons of modernism and seeking to decolonize and
globalize those canons, the volume explores what a genuinely global history of architectural
modernism might begin to look like. Its chapters explore the historiography and weaknesses of
modernism's normative interpretations and propose alternatives to them. The collection offers
essays that interrogate transnationalism in new ways, reconsiders the agency of the subaltern and
the roles played by infrastructures, materials, and global institutions in propagating a diversity of
modernisms internationally. Issues such as colonial modernism, architectural pedagogy, cultural



imperialism, and spirituality are engaged. With essays from both established scholars and
up-and-coming researchers, this is an important reference for a new understanding of this crucial
and developing topic.
  squatters as developers: New Hope for the Poor Pieter Verster, 2012-02-01 Empowering the
poor remains an essential part of the Christian Gospel. The way in which the absolute poor in
informal settlements in Africa can be empowered by the message of the Bible, needs to be
researched. During research completed in informal settlements near Bloemfontein, Free State
Province, South Africa, it has been established that the churches present in the situation are best
equipped to relate to the poor and interpret the message of the Bible to them.
  squatters as developers: State Formation Christian Krohn-Hansen, Knut G. Nustad,
2005-09-20 What is the 'state' and how can we best study it? This book investigates new ways of
analysing the state. The contributors argue that the state is not a fixed and definite object. Our
perceptions of it are constantly changing, and differ from person to person. What is your idea of the
state if you are a refugee? Or if you are living in post-aparteid South Africa? Our perceptions are
formed and sustained by evolving discourses and techniques -- these come from institutions such as
government, but are also made by communities and individuals. The contributors examine how state
structures are viewed from the inside, by official state bodies, composed of bureaucrats and
politicians; and how these state manifestations are supported, reproduced or transformed at a local
level. An outline of theoretical approaches is followed by nine case studies ranging from South Africa
to Peru to Norway. With a good range of contributors including Cris Shore, Clifton Crais, Ana Alonso
and Bruce Kapferer, this is a comprehensive critical analysis of anthropological approaches to the
study of state formation.
  squatters as developers: Development in the Asia Pacific Jong S. Jun, 2017-11-07 No
detailed description available for Development in the Asia Pacific.
  squatters as developers: Comparative Housing Sales and Purchase Agreements Under the
Malaysia, Singapore and New South Wales Housing Laws (UUM Press) Nuarrual Hilal Md. Dahlan,
2011-01-01 Abandoned housing projects is one the major problems in housing industry in Peninsular
Malaysia. The reasons leading to this problem are many. This catastrophe has caused multifarious
problems to the stakeholders, particularly the purchasers who become the aggrieved parties. To
date, there is no effective and once-and-for-all means to face the problems of abandoned housing
projects. One of the factors which causes abandonment of housing projects in Peninsular Malaysia,
is the lack of political will on part of the government to adopt an affirmative better housing delivery
system such as the ‘full build then sell system’ and the introduction of a housing development
insurance to face the problems of housing abandonment. This book provides in-depth analyses of the
terms and conditions of the statutory standard sale and purchase agreements as enshrined in
Schedules G, H, I and J of the Housing Development (Control and Licensing) Regulations 1989. The
objective of this book, among others, is to identify the weaknesses of the terms of the agreements, if
any, which may have contributed to the problem of abandoned housing projects and their
consequential troubles. As comparative analyses, the terms and conditions of the sale and purchase
agreements as applicable and enforced in the Republic of Singapore and New South Wales,
Australia, are chosen. The purpose of these comparative analyses is to find the terms and conditions
in these foreign jurisdictions’ agreements which can be learned and adopted in the statutory
standard sale and purchase agreements (Schedules G, H, I and J). It is also for the betterment of the
Malaysian housing industry as a whole, and to protect the interests of the stakeholders, in particular
the purchasers as against the problems of housing abandonment and its consequences.
  squatters as developers: Managing Ethiopian Cities in an Era of Rapid Urbanisation Meine
Pieter van Dijk, Jan Fransen, 2008
  squatters as developers: Legal Issues in the Rehabilitation of Abandoned Housing Projects
(UUM Press) Nuarrual Hilal Md. Dahlan, 2011-01-01 Abandoned housing project is one of the
housing problems in Peninsular Malaysia. Even though there are laws and policies provided by the
Malaysian Government to control the housing industry, the abandoned housing project is still an



unsettled issue for the Malaysian Government to tackle. The real victims are the purchasers
themselves. There is virtually no standard common way to face the problems of abandoned housing
projects. Likewise, there is no similar specific method to deal with the rehabilitation of abandoned
housing projects. This is due to the fact that in every abandoned housing project and its
rehabilitation, the problem and issues faced by the stakeholders vary. Thus different methods are
used to deal with the problems, especially to rehabilitate the projects. If the project is not variable
for rehabilitation, the project will be stalled forever without any prospects for rehabilitation, to the
detriment of the purchasers. This book discusses the law and practice in rehabilitating abandoned
housing project in Peninsular Malaysia. Certain suggestions are also provided in this modest book
for facing the problems of abandoned housing projects and their rehabilitation in Peninsular
Malaysia and for the betterment of the housing industry in Peninsular Malaysia.
  squatters as developers: Kenya National Assembly Official Record (Hansard) ,
1997-07-23 The official records of the proceedings of the Legislative Council of the Colony and
Protectorate of Kenya, the House of Representatives of the Government of Kenya and the National
Assembly of the Republic of Kenya.
  squatters as developers: Ours to Lose Amy Starecheski, 2016-11-07 “The fascinating and
little-known tale of the Lower East Side squatters of the Eighties . . . a radical, European-inspired
housing movement” (The Village Voice). Though New York’s Lower East Side today is home to
high-end condos and hip restaurants, it was for decades an infamous site of blight, open-air drug
dealing, and class conflict—an emblematic example of the tattered state of 1970s and ’80s
Manhattan. Those decades of strife, however, also gave the Lower East Side something unusual: a
radical movement that blended urban homesteading and European-style squatting in a way never
before seen in the United States. Ours to Lose tells the oral history of that movement through a
close look at a diverse group of Lower East Side squatters who occupied abandoned city-owned
buildings in the 1980s, fought to keep them for decades, and eventually began a long, complicated
process to turn their illegal occupancy into legal cooperative ownership. Amy Starecheski here not
only tells a little-known New York story, she also shows how property shapes our sense of ourselves
as social beings and explores the ethics of homeownership and debt in post-recession America.
“There are many books about the Lower East Side and its recent transformation, yet none has
included engagement or oral history with primary organizers in the way Starecheski has. Ours to
Lose is a unique and substantive contribution to our understanding of a most distinct practice in the
shaping of urban space.” —Metropolitiques “What is significant is that the author demonstrates how
some New Yorkers addressed the housing crisis in an unconventional manner. Recommended.”
—Choice
  squatters as developers: Issues and Challenges in Urban Planning and Development Mr. Rohit
Manglik, 2023-05-17 Urban planning challenges are covered. Guides students to analyze urban
issues, fostering expertise in sustainable planning through case studies and practical projects.
  squatters as developers: The Shek Kip Mei Myth Alan Smart, 2006-06-01 Alan Smart raises
serious questions about the standard view that Hong Kong's mass public housing programme was a
direct and humane response by the Government to the Shek Kip Mei fire. Rather he argues that the
Government's response to that fire was grudging and incremental rather than a sharp and radical
turning point, and that the security and stability of Hong Kong weighed as heavily, possibly more so,
in the decisions than the predicament of the fire victims. His research shows that a whole sequence
of major fires after Shek Kip Mei, and the political costs of the Mainland sending comfort missions to
fire victims both before and after were needed to bring about the final commitment to provide mass
public housing. In his critical examination of the conventional position, Professor Smart bases his
case on a thorough reading of government records and provides a careful investigation into the
origins of the public housing policy in Hong Kong. This volume makes an important contribution to
the postwar history of Hong Kong and is a significant addition to the study of its modern
development.
  squatters as developers: Kenya National Assembly Official Record (Hansard) , 1997-07-23 The



official records of the proceedings of the Legislative Council of the Colony and Protectorate of
Kenya, the House of Representatives of the Government of Kenya and the National Assembly of the
Republic of Kenya.
  squatters as developers: City of Extremes Martin J. Murray, 2011-06-20 A powerful critique
of urban development in greater Johannesburg since the end of apartheid in 1994.
  squatters as developers: Contested Property Claims Maja Hojer Bruun, Patrick Joseph
Cockburn, Bjarke Skærlund Risager, Mikkel Thorup, 2017-12-01 Property relations are such a
common feature of social life that the complexity of the web of laws, practices, and ideas that allow a
property regime to function smoothly are often forgotten. But we are quickly reminded of this
complexity when conflict over property erupts. When social actors confront a property regime – for
example by squatting – they enact what can be called ‘contested property claims’. As this book
demonstrates, these confrontations raise crucial issues of social justice and show the ways in which
property conflicts often reflect wider social conflicts. Through a series of case studies from across
the globe, this multidisciplinary anthology brings together works from anthropologists, legal
scholars, and geographers, who show how exploring contested property claims offers a privileged
window onto how property regimes function, as well as an illustration of the many ways that the
institution of property shapes power relationships today.
  squatters as developers: Junior Graphic Mavis Kitcher (Mrs), 2002-07-17
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