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Reese’s Peanut Butter Cup History: The Sweet Story Behind America’s Favorite
Treat

reeses peanut butter cup history is a fascinating tale of innovation,
perseverance, and a little bit of sweet serendipity. This iconic candy,
beloved by millions around the world, started as a simple idea from a man who
wanted to combine two of his favorite flavors: chocolate and peanut butter.
From its humble beginnings to becoming one of the best-selling candies in the
United States, the story behind Reese’s Peanut Butter Cups is as rich and
satisfying as the treat itself.

The Origins of Reese’s Peanut Butter Cup

The journey of Reese’s Peanut Butter Cup begins with Harry Burnett "H.B."
Reese, the man behind the brand. Born in 1879 in Pennsylvania, Reese was a
dairy farmer who eventually transitioned into candy making. After working for
the Hershey Chocolate Company, he decided to start his own candy business in
the early 1920s. Drawing on his love for peanut butter and chocolate, Reese
developed a unique candy that combined creamy peanut butter with a smooth
chocolate coating.

H.B. Reese’s Background and Early Career

H.B. Reese’s experience working at the Hershey Company was crucial to his
success. He learned the ins and outs of candy production and distribution,
which later helped him create a product that could be mass-produced and
widely loved. In 1923, Reese began making his peanut butter cups in his
basement, gradually expanding his operation as demand grew.

The Creation of the Peanut Butter Cup

The concept behind Reese’s Peanut Butter Cups was simple but groundbreaking:
a perfect balance between the salty, creamy peanut butter and the sweet, rich
chocolate exterior. This combination was not common at the time, which made
Reese’s invention stand out. The cups were initially hand-wrapped and sold
locally, but their popularity quickly soared.

How Reese’s Peanut Butter Cups Became a



Household Name

Reese’s Peanut Butter Cups didn’t become an instant nationwide sensation.
Instead, their rise to fame was gradual, fueled by word of mouth and smart
business decisions. The relationship between Reese and the Hershey Company
played a significant role in this growth.

Partnership with Hershey

Though Reese had left Hershey’s employment, he maintained a business
relationship with the company. Hershey supplied the chocolate for Reese’s
Peanut Butter Cups, and in return, Reese handled production and distribution.
This partnership allowed Reese’s candy to benefit from Hershey’s established
supply chains and marketing power, helping it reach a broader audience.

Expansion and Popularity

Throughout the 1930s and 1940s, Reese’s continued to expand its product line
and distribution. The candy became especially popular during World War II, as
soldiers appreciated its long shelf life and delicious taste. After the war,
Reese’s Peanut Butter Cups became a staple in American candy aisles.

Reese’s Legacy and Evolution

After H.B. Reese’s death in 1956, the future of his candy empire seemed
uncertain. However, the Reese family’s dedication and the strong partnership
with Hershey ensured that the brand would not only survive but thrive.

Acquisition by Hershey

In 1963, the Hershey Company acquired the H.B. Reese Candy Company and all
its product lines, including Reese’s Peanut Butter Cups. This acquisition
allowed Hershey to further invest in the brand, increasing production
capacity and marketing efforts. As a result, Reese’s became one of Hershey’s
flagship products.

Product Innovations and Variations

Over the decades, Reese’s has introduced numerous variations on the classic
peanut butter cup to keep consumers engaged and attract new fans. Some



popular innovations include:

Reese’s Miniatures – smaller bite-sized versions perfect for sharing or
snacking.

Reese’s Pieces – candy-coated peanut butter bites inspired by the cup’s
flavor.

Seasonal shapes and sizes – like hearts for Valentine’s Day or pumpkins
for Halloween.

Flavor twists – such as white chocolate, dark chocolate, and even spicy
or crunchy peanut butter options.

These variations have helped maintain Reese’s relevance in a competitive
candy market.

The Cultural Impact of Reese’s Peanut Butter
Cups

Reese’s Peanut Butter Cups have become more than just a candy; they are a
cultural phenomenon. Their distinct taste and iconic orange packaging make
them instantly recognizable and a favorite among all age groups.

Marketing and Brand Identity

Hershey has consistently invested in marketing campaigns that highlight the
unique combination of peanut butter and chocolate. The brand’s slogans and
advertisements play on this “perfect match” theme, resonating with consumers’
love for the candy. Reese’s also engages fans through social media, limited
edition products, and collaborations with other brands.

Pop Culture References

Reese’s Peanut Butter Cups have made appearances in movies, TV shows, and
even music, highlighting their place in American pop culture. The candy’s
nostalgic appeal connects generations and often brings back fond memories of
childhood treats.



Tips for Enjoying Reese’s Peanut Butter Cups

If you’re a fan of Reese’s or new to the peanut butter cup experience, here
are a few tips to savor every bite:

Try it chilled: Refrigerating the cups for a short time can enhance the
chocolate’s snap and make the peanut butter filling firmer and creamier.

Pair with beverages: Reese’s pairs well with milk, coffee, or even stout
beers for a dessert-like treat.

Get creative: Use chopped Reese’s cups as toppings for ice cream or
blend them into milkshakes for a peanut butter-chocolate boost.

Why Reese’s Peanut Butter Cup History Matters
Today

Understanding the history of Reese’s Peanut Butter Cups gives us appreciation
not just for a delicious candy but for the story of innovation and
persistence behind it. H.B. Reese’s vision and entrepreneurial spirit remind
us how a simple idea, combined with passion and smart partnerships, can
create a product that stands the test of time.

From a basement candy-making operation to a global brand, Reese’s Peanut
Butter Cups continue to bring joy to millions. Whether you enjoy the classic
cup or one of its many variations, the sweet tale behind this treat enriches
the experience with every bite.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who invented Reese's Peanut Butter Cups?
Reese's Peanut Butter Cups were invented by Harry Burnett Reese, a former
dairy farmer and shipping foreman for the Hershey Company, in 1928.

When were Reese's Peanut Butter Cups first
introduced?
Reese's Peanut Butter Cups were first introduced in 1928 by H.B. Reese.



How did Reese's Peanut Butter Cups become popular?
Reese's Peanut Butter Cups gained popularity due to their unique combination
of chocolate and peanut butter, and their association with the Hershey
Company after Reese sold his company to Hershey in 1963.

What inspired H.B. Reese to create the peanut butter
cup?
H.B. Reese was inspired to create a candy combining his favorite flavors,
peanut butter and chocolate, which led to the creation of the Reese's Peanut
Butter Cup.

How did Reese's Peanut Butter Cups become part of
the Hershey Company?
In 1963, H.B. Reese sold his candy company to the Hershey Company, which then
took over production and marketing of Reese's Peanut Butter Cups.

What are some key milestones in the history of
Reese's Peanut Butter Cups?
Key milestones include the invention in 1928, the sale of the company to
Hershey in 1963, the expansion of product varieties, and becoming one of the
best-selling candies in the United States.

Additional Resources
Reese’s Peanut Butter Cup History: A Sweet Legacy of Innovation and Flavor

reeses peanut butter cup history traces back nearly a century to the
inventive spirit of H.B. Reese, a former dairy farmer and confectioner whose
passion for candy crafting gave birth to one of America’s most beloved
treats. Combining the rich creaminess of peanut butter with the smooth
sweetness of chocolate, Reese’s Peanut Butter Cups have become a cultural
icon and a staple in the candy aisle. This article delves into the origins,
development, and enduring appeal of Reese’s Peanut Butter Cups, exploring how
a simple idea evolved into a powerhouse brand recognized worldwide.

The Origins of Reese’s Peanut Butter Cup

The story begins with Harry Burnett Reese, born in 1879 in Pennsylvania.
After years of working in the dairy business and later as a chocolatier at
the Hershey Company, Reese ventured out on his own in the 1920s to start the
H.B. Reese Candy Company. It was during this time that he developed the



concept of combining peanut butter and chocolate into a single confection.

Reese’s Peanut Butter Cups were introduced in 1928, a product that was
initially handcrafted in the basement of Reese’s home. The idea was
innovative: at a time when peanut butter was primarily consumed as a sandwich
spread, Reese transformed it into a candy filling coated in chocolate. This
combination created a harmonious balance of flavors and textures, appealing
to a wide range of taste preferences.

Early Challenges and Growth

Despite its initial popularity, Reese’s Peanut Butter Cups faced challenges
typical of small-scale production. Distribution was limited, and competition
from other candy makers was fierce. However, Reese’s meticulous attention to
quality and unique product offering helped the candy gain a loyal following.
By the 1930s, Reese’s Peanut Butter Cups had grown beyond local markets,
reaching regional and eventually national recognition.

The Great Depression era posed economic hardships, yet Reese’s affordable
candy provided a sweet escape for many Americans. The product’s price point
and satisfying taste made it a popular choice during tough times, embedding
Reese’s Peanut Butter Cups deeper into American culture.

Acquisition by The Hershey Company and
Expansion

One of the pivotal moments in the Reese’s peanut butter cup history came in
1963, shortly after H.B. Reese’s passing, when The Hershey Company acquired
the H.B. Reese Candy Company. This acquisition allowed Reese’s Peanut Butter
Cups to benefit from Hershey’s extensive manufacturing capabilities,
marketing infrastructure, and distribution networks.

Under Hershey’s management, Reese’s underwent significant expansion. The
brand was repositioned and marketed aggressively, turning the peanut butter
cup from a regional favorite into a national sensation. Innovations in
packaging, advertising campaigns, and product variations played a crucial
role in this growth.

Marketing Strategies and Brand Positioning

Hershey’s marketing approach skillfully emphasized the unique combination of
peanut butter and chocolate, positioning Reese’s as a candy that satisfied
cravings unlike any other. Memorable slogans such as “Two great tastes that
taste great together” highlighted the product’s dual-flavor appeal.



Television commercials, point-of-sale displays, and strategic placement in
convenience stores and supermarkets helped solidify Reese’s dominance in the
candy market. The brand’s ability to connect with consumers emotionally
through nostalgia and indulgence was a key factor in its enduring success.

Product Innovation and Variations

As the brand matured, Hershey’s introduced numerous variations of the
original peanut butter cup to cater to evolving consumer preferences and
expand market share. These innovations capitalized on Reese’s core flavor
profile while offering new experiences.

Popular Reese’s Variants

Miniature Reese’s Cups: Bite-sized versions perfect for sharing or
portion control, popular during holidays like Halloween and Christmas.

Reese’s Pieces: Candy-coated peanut butter bites introduced in 1978,
gaining fame through the movie “E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial.”

Reese’s Big Cup: A larger, thicker peanut butter cup targeting consumers
looking for a more substantial treat.

Reese’s White and Dark Chocolate Cups: Variations featuring different
chocolate bases to appeal to diverse taste preferences.

Seasonal and Limited Edition Flavors: Including pumpkin spice, pretzel-
infused, and holiday-themed packaging, keeping the brand fresh and
exciting.

These product extensions not only diversified the Reese’s lineup but also
helped maintain consumer interest in a competitive confectionery market.

Global Reach and Cultural Impact

While Reese’s Peanut Butter Cups originated in the United States, their
popularity has grown internationally. Hershey’s has expanded distribution to
multiple countries, adapting marketing strategies to local tastes and
preferences. In some regions, peanut butter is less common as a flavor, yet
Reese’s has successfully introduced it as a novel and indulgent treat.

The cultural impact of Reese’s is evident in its frequent appearances in



popular media, collaborations with other brands, and its role in American
holidays. The candy’s nostalgic value often evokes fond memories,
contributing to its status as a comfort food.

Analyzing the Ingredients and Consumer Appeal

At its core, Reese’s Peanut Butter Cup juxtaposes the creamy, salty-sweet
peanut butter with the rich, smooth milk chocolate. This combination taps
into a complex flavor profile that satisfies multiple sensory cravings:

Sweetness: The milk chocolate provides a sugary richness.

Saltiness: The peanut butter’s natural salt content offers balance.

Texture: The contrast between the soft peanut butter center and the firm
chocolate shell creates an enjoyable mouthfeel.

Umami: The roasted peanuts contribute to a subtle savory note.

Nutritionally, Reese’s Peanut Butter Cups are often scrutinized due to their
sugar and fat content. However, the product’s portion sizes and indulgent
nature position it clearly in the treat category. For many consumers, the
rich flavor justifies occasional consumption despite dietary concerns,
highlighting the brand’s ability to satisfy cravings uniquely.

Comparisons with Other Peanut Butter Chocolates

Several other brands have attempted to replicate or compete with Reese’s
Peanut Butter Cups, but none have reached the same iconic status. Comparisons
often focus on:

Flavor balance: Many alternatives struggle to match Reese’s precise
peanut butter to chocolate ratio.

Texture: The smoothness of Reese’s peanut butter filling is often cited
as superior.

Brand recognition: Reese’s enjoys strong consumer loyalty and widespread
availability.

This competitive edge is a testament to the thoughtful formulation and brand
management developed over decades.



The Future of Reese’s Peanut Butter Cup

Looking ahead, Reese’s Peanut Butter Cup history provides a blueprint for
continued success rooted in innovation, quality, and brand loyalty. Hershey’s
has increasingly focused on sustainability practices, ingredient
transparency, and catering to health-conscious consumers with options like
reduced-sugar or allergen-aware products.

Moreover, the company’s willingness to experiment with new flavors, textures,
and packaging formats suggests that Reese’s will maintain relevance in a
dynamic confectionery landscape. As consumer tastes evolve and global markets
expand, the Reese’s brand stands poised to adapt while honoring the legacy of
H.B. Reese’s original creation.

The enduring popularity of Reese’s Peanut Butter Cups underscores the power
of combining culinary creativity with strategic business development—a legacy
that continues to delight candy lovers around the world.
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  reeses peanut butter cup history: Reese's Peanut Butter Cups: the Untold Story Andrew R.
Reese, 2008-11-19 There have been many famous inventors over the years, such as Benjamin
Franklin and Thomas Edison. Then there is that other guy... People often wonder who invented the
famous REESE's Peanut Butter Cups. This book is written by the Grandson of H.B. Reese, founder of
the REESE'S Peanut Butter Cups. No other document contains the amount of detail and accurate
accounting of H.B. Reese's entire life than this historical book. Do you want to know how the famous
REESE'S Peanut Butter Cups were really invented? H.B. Reese's family legacy has been uniquely
captured in this book.
  reeses peanut butter cup history: Reese's Peanut Butter Cups Andrew R. Reese, 2008-10
There have been many famous inventors over the years, such as Benjamin Franklin and Thomas
Edison. Then there is that other guy... People often wonder who invented the famous REESE's
Peanut Butter Cups. This book is written by the Grandson of H.B. Reese, founder of the REESE'S
Peanut Butter Cups. No other document contains the amount of detail and accurate accounting of
H.B. Reese's entire life than this historical book. Do you want to know how the famous REESE'S
Peanut Butter Cups were really invented? H.B. Reese's family legacy has been uniquely captured in
this book.
  reeses peanut butter cup history: Ohio Buckeye Candy Renee Casteel Cook, 2023-08-07
Explore the history of Ohio's one-bite wonder! From humble origins, the buckeye has become Ohio's
namesake candy. Though a classic combination of chocolate and peanut butter, each producer's
offering is as bespoke as the buckeye is beloved. Taste tradition in Amish country at Coblentz
Chocolate Company or sample capital city Columbus' original stuffed offering from The Buckeye
Lady. Visit legendary family businesses like fifth-generation Anthony Thomas, Wittich's, the nation's
oldest candy shop and Winans, a carriage house chocolatier turned coffee roaster, serving up
deliciousness at the seat of the state's Buckeye Candy Trail. Traverse towns to try long-standing
favorites from Esther Price, Marie's Candies and Marsha's Homemade Buckeyes alongside artistic
interpretations from newcomers The Buckeye Co, Tana's Tasty Treats and Lohcally Artisan
Chocolates. Join Renee Casteel Cook, author of Ohio Ice Cream and coauthor of The Columbus Food
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Truck Cookbook, as she unfolds how this bite-sized confection has become Ohio's sweetest symbol.
  reeses peanut butter cup history: Reports of the Museum of Natural History, University
of Wisconsin- -Stevens Point , 2002
  reeses peanut butter cup history: My Miracle for the Millennium Linda Haddad, 2007
Overcoming a lifelong addiction to filling emotional needs with sweets and treats using a direct,
common sense approach. A great source of inspiration that will have readers saying, If she can do it,
I can too.
  reeses peanut butter cup history: Maternal-fetal Conflict Terri Clark-Coller, 1995
  reeses peanut butter cup history: Slick Times , 1996
  reeses peanut butter cup history: Fifty Great Family Vacations Candyce H. Stapen, 1993
Broken down into five regions (New England, mid-Atlantic states, Midwest, South, and Canada),
each section describes between 6 and 15 specific family vacation destinations. Covers transportation
options, museums, markets, historical markers, parks, special tours and events, restaurants,
accommodations, and more. 50 photos. Maps.
  reeses peanut butter cup history: CI: Candy Industry and Confectioners Journal , 1964
  reeses peanut butter cup history: Reports of the Fauna and Flora , 2002
  reeses peanut butter cup history: Milling & Baking News , 2006-10
  reeses peanut butter cup history: Creamy & Crunchy Jon Krampner, 2012-11-20 “A
delightful book about America’s most popular nut butter and sandwich spread . . . well-written,
fast-paced, surprising.”—Andrew F. Smith, editor in chief, The Oxford Encyclopedia of Food and
Drink in America Americans spoon it out of the jar, eat it in sandwiches by itself or with its
bread-fellow jelly, and devour it with foods ranging from celery and raisins (“ants on a log”) to a
grilled sandwich with bacon and bananas (the classic “Elvis”). Peanut butter is used to flavor candy,
ice cream, cookies, cereal, and other foods. It is a deeply ingrained staple of American childhood.
Along with cheeseburgers, fried chicken, chocolate chip cookies (and apple pie), peanut butter is a
consummate comfort food. In Creamy and Crunchy are the stories of Jif, Skippy, Peter Pan; the
plight of black peanut farmers; the resurgence of natural or old-fashioned peanut butter; the reasons
why Americans like peanut butter better than (almost) anyone else; the five ways that today’s
product is different from the original; the role of peanut butter in fighting Third World hunger; and
the Salmonella outbreaks of 2007 and 2009, which threatened peanut butter’s sacred place in the
American cupboard. To a surprising extent, the story of peanut butter is the story of
twentieth-century America, and Jon Krampner writes its first popular history, rich with anecdotes
and facts culled from interviews, research, travels in the peanut-growing regions of the South,
personal stories, and recipes. “A witty, encyclopedic history of one of America’s most iconic
processed foods. It is chock-full of fun facts and surprising insights into the way we eat
today.”—Aaron Bobrow-Strain, author of White Bread: A Social History of the Store-Bought Loaf
  reeses peanut butter cup history: Milton Hershey and the Chocolate Industry Katie
Kawa, 2016-07-15 The Hershey Company has been selling chocolate and candies for more than a
century. The story of the candy giant begins with the man who gave it is name: Milton Hershey. Born
in rural Pennsylvania, Hershey spent years building a business whose sweet legacy continues to
delight us today. Readers will love reading Hershey’s life story and discovering his influence on the
time in which he lived. Written to support elementary social studies curricula, this biographical title
provides historical context to Hershey’s life and accomplishments. Historical photographs, a
timeline, and primary sources provide a comprehensive look why Hershey is considered a great
entrepreneur.
  reeses peanut butter cup history: Breaking Bread Across Differences Marguerite K.
Rivage-Seul, 2019 The history of Berea College's Women's Studies Department, now the Women's
and Gender Non-Conforming Center, is presented along with posters from the long-running Peanut
Butter and Gender programs.
  reeses peanut butter cup history: Peanut Butter Party Remy Charlip, 1999 Includes
comments from kids about their favorite food as well as creative and practical ways to make peanut



butter the best part of any party.
  reeses peanut butter cup history: Peanut Butter - Cup - Recipe Book | Better Than That
Other Brand Joseph Camerlin, 2025-08-04 Bigger. Sweeter. Better. This updated and expanded
edition of the Peanut Butter Cup Recipe Book is now 70 pages of step-by-step recipes, pro tips, and
creative candy ideas. What’s Inside: Step-by-step guides for making perfect peanut butter cups
Three filling methods: peanut butter maker, blender, or store-bought Chocolate melting tutorials:
microwave, double boiler, or Little Dipper Fun recipe twists like Pretzel Madness, Butterfinger
Mix-Ins, and candy bark Bonus recipe: peanut butter ice cream topping Pro tips and troubleshooting:
texture fixes, preventing chocolate bloom, measuring like a pro Creative gift idea: make one giant
peanut butter cup in a candy box Expanded from a quick guide into a complete cookbook, this digital
recipe book is perfect for homemade treats, gifts, and fun kitchen projects. Whether you’re a
beginner or an experienced candy maker, you’ll find something sweet inside. Treat yourself (and
your family) to peanut butter cups that are better than the other brand!
  reeses peanut butter cup history: Making and Using Peanut Butter William Renwick
Beattie, 1936
  reeses peanut butter cup history: Congee and Peanut Butter Elfreida Read, 1990-01-01
  reeses peanut butter cup history: Peanuts Andrew F. Smith, 2006-11 The peanut's rise from
a lowly bean to national favorite The peanut is one of the most versatile and beloved of American
food icons. In this first culinary history of the protein-laden legume, Andrew F. Smith follows the
peanut's rise from a lowly, messy snack food to its place in haute cuisine and on candy racks across
the country. Chronicling how peanut consumption and production has changed throughout history,
Smith highlights the peanut's role in the ways economic distress, wartime conditions,
industrialization, and health trends reflect and inform our culinary landscape. Chock-full of
photographs, advertisements, and peanut recipes from as early as 1847, this entertaining and
enlightening volume is a testament to the culinary potential and lasting popularity of the goober pea.
  reeses peanut butter cup history: Peanut Butter Lovers Club , Presents information on
peanut butter. Offers information on its history, nutritional value, and how it is made. Contains
recipes, articles, and online games. Includes information on the Adult Peanut Butter Lovers' Fan
Club, located in Atlanta, Georgia.
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