oscar wilde the importance of being earnest summary

Oscar Wilde The Importance of Being Earnest Summary: A Witty Exploration of Victorian Society

oscar wilde the importance of being earnest summary offers readers a delightful glimpse into one of the
most celebrated plays of the Victorian era. This comedy of manners, first performed in 1895, masterfully
combines sharp wit, satire, and farcical elements to critique social conventions, especially those surrounding
identity, marriage, and morality. Wilde’s work remains a timeless piece, often studied and performed,

thanks to its clever dialogue and rich thematic layers.

If you’re curious about the plot, characters, and underlying messages of this iconic play, this article will
guide you through a detailed yet engaging summary, while also exploring the significance of Wilde’s

humor and social commentary.

Understanding the Context: Why The Importance of Being

Earnest Matters

Before diving into the plot, it’s helpful to grasp the cultural and literary backdrop of Wilde’s play. Written
during the late 19th century, a period marked by rigid social norms and moral strictness, The Importance of
Being Earnest challenges the Victorian obsession with appearances and propriety. Wilde’s comedic style is a
brilliant blend of satire and paradox, making the play not only entertaining but also a subtle critique of the

era’s hypocrisies.

LSI keywords such as “Victorian comedy,” “Oscar Wilde satire,” and “social commentary in The Importance
of Being Earnest” highlight the play’s enduring relevance in discussions about cultural history and

literature.

Oscar Wilde The Importance of Being Earnest Summary: The
Plot Unfolded

Introduction to the Main Characters

The story revolves around two friends, Jack Worthing and Algernon Moncrieff, who both lead double
lives to escape societal pressures. Jack resides in the country and pretends to have a wayward younger

brother named “Ernest” in London, whom he uses as an excuse to visit the city. Algernon, living in



London, invents an invalid friend named “Bunbury” whom he visits in the country whenever he wishes

to avoid social obligations.

These fictitious identities set the stage for a series of comedic misunderstandings and romantic

entanglements.

The Dual Identity Plot and Romantic Pursuits

Jack wishes to marry Gwendolen Fairfax, Algernon’s cousin, but she insists that she can only love a man
named Ernest, unaware that Jack’s real name is Jack. Meanwhile, Algernon, intrigued by Cecily Cardew,
Jack’s ward, visits Jack’s country estate pretending to be Ernest. Cecily, like Gwendolen, is fascinated by

the name Ernest and quickly falls for Algernon.

This dual deception creates a tangled web of confusion, where both women believe they are engaged to

men named Ernest, leading to comic confrontations and witty exchanges.

Comic Climax and Revelations

The confusion escalates when Lady Bracknell, Gwendolen’s formidable mother, arrives at Jack’s country
home to investigate Jack’s background and approve the marriage. Her interrogation highlights the
absurdity of Victorian class prejudices, particularly when she discovers Jack was found in a handbag at a

railway station—a humorous and bizarre origin story.

Eventually, truths unravel: Jack’s real identity is revealed, Algernon’s deception is exposed, and the
significance of the name Ernest is ironically emphasized. The play ends with revelations about Jack’s true
parentage, allowing both couples to marry and restoring social order, albeit with Wilde’s characteristic

satirical edge.

Thematic Insights in Oscar Wilde The Importance of Being

Earnest Summary

Satire of Victorian Social Norms

A major theme of the play is its satire of Victorian values—especially the importance placed on social status
and appearances. Wilde mocks how seriously society takes trivial matters, such as the significance of a name

or the strict rules governing courtship. The characters’ obsession with the name Ernest underscores the



superficiality Wilde saw in social conventions.

Identity and Duality

The use of double lives by both Jack and Algernon explores the theme of identity. Wilde playfully
questions the rigidity of social roles, suggesting that individuals often adopt different personas to navigate
societal expectations. This duality adds layers of humor and critique, emphasizing the absurd lengths people

go to maintain appearances.

The Role of Marriage and Courtship

Marriage in the play is portrayed less as a romantic ideal and more as a social contract fraught with
hypocrisy and pragmatism. Lady Bracknell’s interrogation scenes reveal the transactional nature of
marriage among the upper class, where wealth and lineage matter more than love. Wilde’s treatment of

courtship rituals highlights their performative and often ridiculous nature.

Why The Importance of Being Earnest Remains Popular Today

Oscar Wilde’s sharp wit and ability to blend humor with social criticism make The Importance of Being
Earnest a timeless classic. Modern audiences appreciate its clever wordplay, memorable quotes, and the
universal themes of identity, love, and societal expectations. The play’s lighthearted tone masks a deeper

commentary on human nature that continues to resonate.

For students, theater enthusiasts, and literary scholars, understanding this play provides insights into
Victorian society and the ways satire can be used to challenge norms. Its adaptability also means it is

frequently staged worldwide, often with contemporary twists that highlight ongoing social issues.

Tips for Appreciating Wilde’s Humor

- ¥Pay attention to the dialogue** Wilde’s humor lies in his clever use of language, including puns,
paradoxes, and epigrams.

- *Understand the social context:** Knowing Victorian customs enhances appreciation of the satire.

- ¥*Notice character contrasts:** The interactions between characters like Lady Bracknell and Jack
highlight societal contradictions.

- ¥Enjoy the absurdity:** The exaggerated situations invite audiences to laugh at the absurdity of strict

social rules.



A Final Reflection on Oscar Wilde The Importance of Being

Earnest Summary

In summary, The Importance of Being Earnest is more than just a comedic play; it’s a sharp, insightful
exploration of the complexities of identity, class, and social expectations wrapped in humor. Wilde’s genius
lies in his ability to entertain while provoking thought about the often arbitrary nature of societal norms.
Whether you’re reading the play for the first time or revisiting it, understanding its plot and themes

enriches the experience and reveals why it remains a cornerstone of English literature.

Frequently Asked Questions

‘What is the main plot of Oscar Wilde's The Importance of Being Earnest?

The Importance of Being Earnest is a comedic play that revolves around two men, Jack Worthing and
Algernon Moncrieff, who create fictitious identities to escape social obligations and pursue romantic
interests, leading to a series of humorous misunderstandings and revelations about identity and social

conventions.

Who are the central characters in The Importance of Being Earnest?

The central characters include Jack Worthing, Algernon Moncrieff, Gwendolen Fairfax, Cecily Cardew,

Lady Bracknell, and Miss Prism, each playing a key role in the play's satire of Victorian society.

What themes are explored in The Importance of Being Earnest?

The play explores themes such as the triviality of social conventions, the importance of identity and
deception, satire of Victorian aristocracy, and the critique of marriage as a social contract rather than

romantic love.

How does Wilde use humor in The Importance of Being Earnest?

Oscar Wilde employs wit, irony, and absurd situations to create humor, using exaggerated characters and

clever dialogue to mock Victorian values and expose the superficiality of societal norms.

What is the significance of the title The Importance of Being Earnest?

The title is a pun on the word 'earnest,’ which means both sincere and a man's name in the play. It

highlights the play’s focus on identity, sincerity, and the contrast between appearance and reality.



How does The Importance of Being Earnest critique Victorian society?

The play satirizes Victorian society by mocking rigid social rules, the obsession with status and marriage,

and the hypocrisy of moral attitudes, revealing the absurdity behind societal expectations.

‘What role does mistaken identity play in The Importance of Being

Earnest?

Mistaken identity is central to the plot, as characters adopt false names and personas, leading to comedic

confusion and ultimately revealing truths about self-identity and social facades.

How does the relationship between Jack and Algernon drive the story?

Their friendship and mutual deception set the stage for the play’s conflicts and comedy, as both use
fictitious personas to escape responsibilities and pursue love interests, resulting in intertwined

misunderstandings.

What is the resolution of The Importance of Being Earnest?

The play concludes with the revelation of Jack's true identity, the acceptance of his engagement to

Gwendolen, and the marriages of the main characters, restoring social order with a humorous twist.

Why is The Importance of Being Earnest considered a classic comedy?

It is celebrated for its clever wit, satirical critique of social norms, memorable characters, and timeless

humor that continues to resonate, making it a quintessential example of Victorian comedy of manners.

Additional Resources

Oscar Wilde The Importance of Being Earnest Summary: An Analytical Review

oscar wilde the importance of being earnest summary offers a fascinating glimpse into one of the most
celebrated comedic plays in English literature. This 1895 play, renowned for its wit, satire, and sharp
critique of Victorian society, remains a staple in both theatrical repertoires and literary studies. Wilde’s
masterful use of language and irony provides a timeless exploration of identity, social conventions, and the
absurdities of upper-class life. This article delves deeply into the narrative structure, key themes, character
dynamics, and enduring significance of *The Importance of Being Earnest*, shedding light on why it

continues to captivate audiences and scholars alike.



Understanding the Plot: A Summary of The Importance of Being

Earnest

At its core, *The Importance of Being Earnest* revolves around the comedic complications arising from
mistaken identities and the characters’ desire to escape societal expectations. The play primarily follows two
protagonists, Jack Worthing and Algernon Moncrieff, who both create fictitious personas named “Ernest” to
lead double lives. Jack, who resides in the countryside as a guardian to Cecily Cardew, invents Ernest as a
way to visit London and escape his responsibilities. Algernon, a sophisticated London bachelor, also adopts

the alias Ernest to court Jack’s ward, Cecily, under false pretenses.

The plot thickens when both women—Gwendolen Fairfax (Algernon’s cousin and Jack’s love interest) and
Cecily—declare their love for the name Ernest, associating it with qualities of sincerity and virtue, despite
the name’s fictional nature. The farcical situations unfold with the arrival of Lady Bracknell, Gwendolen’s
formidable mother, whose stringent social values and interrogations about Jack’s background add layers of
conflict and satire. The climax reveals Jack’s true origins, his real name, and the absurdity of the characters’

obsession with social status and identity.

The Central Themes Explored in Wilde’s Play

Oscar Wilde’s *The Importance of Being Earnest® is not merely a comedy of manners; it offers a pointed

critique of Victorian societal norms. Several themes emerge prominently throughout the play:
e Identity and Double Lives: The creation of the fictitious Ernest persona allows characters to escape
societal constraints, highlighting the tension between public appearance and private desires.

e Social Satire: Wilde lampoons the rigid class system, marriage conventions, and the superficiality of

aristocratic values, particularly through Lady Bracknell’s character.

e The Nature of Truth and Lies: The play blurs the lines between honesty and deception, questioning

the sincerity of social interactions.

e The Absurdity of Seriousness: Wilde uses paradox and epigrammatic wit to underscore the

ridiculousness of taking societal rules too seriously.

These themes contribute to the play’s enduring appeal, inviting audiences to question the authenticity of

social roles and the sometimes arbitrary nature of societal expectations.



Character Dynamics and Their Role in the Narrative

The strength of *The Importance of Being Earnest™* lies in its sharply drawn characters, each serving as a

vehicle for Wilde’s satire and humor.

Jack Worthing: The Protagonist Struggling with Identity

Jack Worthing is portrayed as earnest and responsible in his country life but uses the alias Ernest to enjoy
the luxuries and freedoms of London society. His dual identity embodies the conflict between societal

duties and personal desires, making him a compelling figure caught between convention and rebellion.

Algernon Moncrieff: The Witty Socialite

Algernon represents the carefree, indulgent aristocrat who delights in subverting social expectations. His
creation of a fictitious invalid friend, “Bunbury,” to avoid unappealing social obligations adds another layer

to the theme of escapism.

Gwendolen Fairfax and Cecily Cardew: The Romantic Foils

Both women are enamored with the name Ernest, symbolizing the play’s exploration of superficial
attraction and the performative nature of social identity. Their interactions reveal the societal pressure on

women to conform to ideals of romance and propriety.

Lady Bracknell: The Embodiment of Victorian Social Values

Perhaps one of Wilde’s most memorable characters, Lady Bracknell’s domineering presence and strict
adherence to social hierarchy provide comic relief and social commentary. Her interrogation of Jack’s

background underscores the arbitrary and often absurd nature of class distinctions.

Oscar Wilde’s Use of Language and Humor

One cannot discuss *The Importance of Being Earnest* without acknowledging Wilde’s extraordinary
command of language. The play is replete with epigrams, paradoxes, and witty dialogue that not only

entertain but also reveal deeper critiques of society.



For example, Wilde’s famous line, “The truth is rarely pure and never simple,” encapsulates the play’s
skepticism about the nature of honesty. The humor often arises from the clash between characters’ serious
tones and the ridiculous situations they find themselves in. This juxtaposition makes the play both a farce

and a sharp social commentary.

Impact on Victorian Theater and Modern Relevance

When Wilde premiered *The Importance of Being Earnest* in 1895, it was met with critical acclaim for its
originality and humor. Its clever subversion of Victorian norms challenged audiences to reconsider the
rigidity of social conventions. Today, the play remains a staple in both academic curricula and theatrical

productions worldwide.

Its themes resonate in contemporary discussions about identity, social performance, and authenticity. The
universal appeal of Wilde’s satire ensures the play’s continued relevance, making it a valuable subject for

literary analysis and performance studies.

Key Takeaways from Oscar Wilde’s The Importance of Being

Earnest Summary

The play’s intricate plot hinges on mistaken identities and the use of pseudonyms to critique social

norms.

Wilde’s characters personify various Victorian societal archetypes, allowing for incisive satire.

Language and humor are expertly employed to expose the contradictions and absurdities of upper-

class society.

The work remains a critical lens through which to examine issues of identity, truth, and societal

expectations.

Oscar Wilde’s *The Importance of Being Earnest® is more than a comedic masterpiece; it is an enduring
exploration of human nature and social constructs. Through its clever plot and memorable characters, the
play invites continued reflection on the balance between sincerity and artifice in both personal identity and

society at large.



Oscar Wilde The Importance Of Being Earnest Summary

oscar wilde the importance of being earnest summary: The Importance of Being
Earnest by Oscar Wilde (Book Analysis) Bright Summaries, 2019-03-28 Unlock the more
straightforward side of The Importance of Being Earnest with this concise and insightful summary
and analysis! This engaging summary presents an analysis of The Importance of Being Earnest by
Oscar Wilde, which tells the story of Jack Worthing, a country gentleman who frequently assumes
the alias ‘Earnest’ to escape his responsibilities. Shortly after discovering that his friend Algernon is
leading a similar double life, the two men both fall in love, and their false identities are soon
exposed, leading to a series of mishaps and misunderstandings which are intended to both entertain
the audience and encourage them to reflect on the hypocrisy that was rampant in Victorian
upper-class society. Wilde was one of the most fascinating authors of the 19th century, known as
much for his witticisms as for his writing. His most notable works include the novel The Picture of
Dorian Gray and the comic plays An Ideal Husband and Lady Windermere’s Fan. Find out everything
you need to know about The Importance of Being Earnest in a fraction of the time! This in-depth and
informative reading guide brings you: * A complete plot summary ¢ Character studies ¢ Key themes
and symbols ¢ Questions for further reflection Why choose BrightSummaries.com? Available in print
and digital format, our publications are designed to accompany you on your reading journey. The
clear and concise style makes for easy understanding, providing the perfect opportunity to improve
your literary knowledge in no time. See the very best of literature in a whole new light with
BrightSummaries.com!

oscar wilde the importance of being earnest summary: The Importance of Being Earnest
Oscar Wilde, 2016-07-03 The Importance of Being Earnest is a classic romantic comedy. It is filled
with wit, charm, and satire about romance, love and the process of getting engaged. This particular
book includes the original play, as well as an easy-to-read summary of the plot and characters. Enjoy
reading Oscar Wilde's most popular and successful play.

oscar wilde the importance of being earnest summary: A Study Guide for Oscar Wilde's
"The Importance of Being Earnest" (film entry) Gale, Cengage Learning, A Study Guide for Oscar
Wilde's The Importance of Being Earnest (film entry), excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Drama for
Students.This concise study guide includes plot summary; character analysis; author biography;
study questions; historical context; suggestions for further reading; and much more. For any
literature project, trust Drama for Students for all of your research needs.

oscar wilde the importance of being earnest summary: CliffsNotes on Wilde's The
Importance of Being Earnest Susan Van Kirk, 2004-01-16 The original CliffsNotes study guides offer
a look into critical elements and ideas within classic works of literature. The latest generation of
titles in this series also feature glossaries and visual elements that complement the classic, familiar
format. CliffsNotes on The Importance of Being Earnest offers a concise look at this Victorian farce,
which tweaks the complacency and aristocratic attitudes prevalent among the wealthy upper class of
the time. Hidden identities, fierce repartee, underlying passions, and surprises punctuate this lively
play. This study guide shows, through its expert commentaries, just how three sets of lovers clear up
mishap and misunderstandings and end up happily ever after. Other features that help you figure
out this survey of Victorian social issues include: A close look at the author's life, which itself was
rife with scandal and ruin Summaries and commentaries, act by act Descriptive character analyses A
character map that reveal key relationships Critical essays on Victorian views on compassion,
religion, marriage, and more A review section that tests your knowledge, and suggested essay topics
Classic literature or modern-day treasure—you'll understand it all with expert information and
insight from CliffsNotes study guides.

oscar wilde the importance of being earnest summary: A Study Guide for Oscar Wilde's
The Importance of Being Earnest Gale, Cengage Learning, 2015-09-24

oscar wilde the importance of being earnest summary: The Importance of Being



https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-157/oscar-wilde-the-importance-of-being-earnest-summary.pdf

Earnest Oscar Wilde, 1994 Theatre program.

oscar wilde the importance of being earnest summary: A Study Guide for Oscar Wilde's
The Importance of Being Earnest Cengage Learning Gale, 2017-07-25 A Study Guide for Oscar
Wilde's The Importance of Being Earnest, excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Drama for Students.This
concise study guide includes plot summary; character analysis; author biography; study questions;
historical context; suggestions for further reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust
Drama for Students for all of your research needs.

oscar wilde the importance of being earnest summary: Quicklet On Oscar Wilde's The
Importance of Being Earnest Taryn Nakamura, 2012-02-12 ABOUT THE BOOK The Importance of
Being Earnest is one of the few books that actually makes me laugh out loud. Or tremor silently, if
I'm reading in public. From witty one-liners on marriage, to solemn cake- and muffin-eating, Oscar
Wilde surprised me with quick humor in almost every sentence. But I have to admit, when I read the
last sentence, I found myself flipping through the final pages looking to see if my book was missing
pages. It just didn’t seem complete. Somehow, the couples forgive each other, and Cecily takes
Algernon despite his imperfect name. For me, the problem with the play is that I was not entirely
sure what Oscar Wilde was trying to say. He lampoons society and mocks conventions, but once he’s
finished tearing it apart, there’s nothing left. He offers no substitute for the lovers with fleeting
emotions and shallow attachments. There’s no hope for trust in relationships, lasting marriages, or
happy couples. And that’s where it gets scary. Miss Prism says in Act II, “A misanthrope I can
understand—a womanthrope, never!” I felt that despite his levity, Oscar Wilde was a misanthrope
who saw little hope in the creation of a better society. Just look at his own personal life. He played
along as a devoted family man, but he led a double life as a gay lover. When he did finally find a
partner, he was imprisoned by a society that couldn’t accept homosexuality. Although The
Importance of Being Earnest kept me laughing the whole time, it never took me from “Wow, people
suck” to “Maybe we can change.” But maybe that’s Wilde’s point. He would probably tell me to stop
being so earnest. MEET THE AUTHOR Taryn Nakamura was born and raised in Hawaii, where she's
recently returned after receiving a B.A. in English at Yale University. As a writing concentrator at
Yale, she focused on fiction, but as a Hyperink writer, she's learned that nonfiction can also be fun.
In her free time, she likes to run at a walking pace, haunt libraries, and eat pickles. EXCERPT FROM
THE BOOK Oscar Wilde may have died an outcast in 1900, but today, his fans commemorate him
with countless lipstick kisses on his grave. The kissers have gone too far, it turns out. Oscar Wilde’s
Paris monument is now protected by a glass barrier and a 9,000-euro fine. Oscar Wilde was born in
Dublin in 1854. His father was a surgeon and his mother was a nationalist poetess, who wrote
radical poetry under the name, Speranza. Wilde attended Trinity College and Oxford University.
Wilde dabbled in poetry, fiction, and drama, and he wrote both tragedy and comedy. He also wrote
The Picture of Dorian Gray, Lady Windemere’s Fan, A Woman of No Importance, and An Ideal
Husband. In Henry Popkin’s introduction to the 1965 Avon edition of The Importance of Being
Earnest, Popkin writes that Wilde cultivated a persona as a dandy. Wilde was accustomed to wearing
knee breeches, silk stockings, and a sunflower or lily to complete the outfit. Wilde married
Constance Llyod in 1884, and they had two sons. As Gregory Wheatcroft writes in The Atlantic
Monthly, W. H. Auden considered Wilde’s marriage “perhaps the only really heartless act of Wilde’s
life.” But unlike Auden, Wilde probably didn’t realize his true sexual preferences until later in life.
Merlin Holland writes in The Guardian that Wilde’s first known male lover was Robert Ross in 1886
or 1887. Oscar Wilde’s love affair with Lord Alfred Douglas, also known as Bosie, exploded into the
public arena in 1895. With Bosie’s encouragement, Wilde sued Bosie’s father for calling Wilde a
“Sodomite.” The Marquis of Queensbury bit back and brought Wilde to court for gross indecency.
Oscar Wilde spent 2 years in jail for sodomy. Buy a copy to keep reading!

oscar wilde the importance of being earnest summary: The Importance of Being
Earnest Oscar Wilde, 2016-01-22 The Importance of Being Earnest is one of the most enduringly
popular of British comic dramas, and a mainstay of English literature and drama courses at college
and university level. This is an ideal edition for students with on-page notes to help clarify meaning,



and a completely new introduction. In the new introduction, Francesca Coppa explores recent
critical approaches to the play, including queer and postcolonial readings, as well as giving the
context in which the play was written and how it relates to Wilde's personal life and public persona.
The introduction also discusses the play's stage history, providing students with an ideal overview of
the play and its resonances for contemporary audiences.

oscar wilde the importance of being earnest summary: The Importance of Being
Earnest Sparknotes, Oscar. Wilde, 2005 Literature Guides Created by Harvard students for
students everywhere, SparkNotes is a new breed of study guide: smarter, better, faster. Geared to
what today's students need to know, SparkNotes provides: *Chapter-by-chapter analysis
*Explanations of key themes, motifs, and symbols *A review quiz and essay topics Lively and
accessible, these guides are perfect for late-night studying and writing papers

oscar wilde the importance of being earnest summary: The Importance of Being Earnest
(with audio) Oscar Wilde, 2012-04-24 Enhanced ebook edition of The Importance of Being Earnest
featuring a full cast audio performance of the play, starring James Marsters as Jack. This final play
from the pen of Oscar Wilde is a stylish send-up of Victorian courtship and manners, complete with
assumed names, mistaken lovers, and a lost handbag. Jack and Algernon are best friends, both
wooing ladies who think their names are Ernest, “that name which inspires absolute confidence.”
Wilde's effervescent wit, scathing social satire, and high farce make this one of the most cherished
plays in the English language. The ebook also features an interview with director Michael Hackett,
Professor of Theater in the School of Theater, Film and Television at UCLA and Chair of the
Department of Theater. By merging text and audio, this is a perfect learning tool for enhancing
comprehension and enjoyment. The text includes plot summaries of each scene, and it is highly
recommended as a study aid for students, teachers, actors and directors. Widely read in high school
and college, The Importance of Being Earnest is a text exemplar of the Common Core State
Standards for English Language Arts. Includes scene-by-scene and word-for-word text and audio of
L.A. Theatre Works’ full cast performance starring: James Marsters as Jack Charles Busch as Lady
Bracknell Emily Bergl as Cecily Neil Dickson as Lane and Merriman Jill Gascoine as Miss Prism
Christopher Neame as Chasuble Matthew Wolf as Algernon Sarah Zimmerman as Gwendolen.
Directed by Michael Hackett for L.A. Theatre Works. Lead funding for this production, and its
presentation as an enhanced ebook, is generously provided by The Sidney E. Frank Foundation.

oscar wilde the importance of being earnest summary: Tom Stoppard Harold Bloom, 2009
Tom Stoppard is said to have transcended the influence of Samuel Beckett and found his true
precursor in Oscar Wilde. This edition of Bloom's Major Dramatists examines Stoppard's work,
including Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are Dead, Jump

oscar wilde the importance of being earnest summary: The Picture of Dorian Gray by
Oscar Wilde (Book Analysis) Bright Summaries, 2016-02-26 Unlock the more straightforward side
of The Picture of Dorian Gray with this concise and insightful summary and analysis! This engaging
summary presents an analysis of The Picture of Dorian Gray by Oscar Wilde, a fascinating novel in
which a beautiful young man, under the poisonous influence of an older dandy, makes a bargain with
the devil, according to which he stays young and charming while his portrait becomes a reflection of
his conscience. When first written, the story was considered indecent and was heavily censored.
Despite this, it quickly gained a large readership, and continues to enjoy success today; it has been
adapted for the screen and stage many times, as well as inspiring various characters and even a
medical syndrome. It is Wilde's only novel, and the author spent more time writing plays and
epigrams up until his tragic early death. Find out everything you need to know about The Picture of
Dorian Gray in a fraction of the time! This in-depth and informative reading guide brings you: * A
complete plot summary ¢ Character studies * Key themes and symbols ¢ Questions for further
reflection Why choose BrightSummaries.com? Available in print and digital format, our publications
are designed to accompany you in your reading journey. The clear and concise style makes for easy
understanding, providing the perfect opportunity to improve your literary knowledge in no time. See
the very best of literature in a whole new light with BrightSummaries.com!



oscar wilde the importance of being earnest summary: An Ideal Husband by Oscar
Wilde (Book Analysis) Bright Summaries, 2019-03-28 Unlock the more straightforward side of An
Ideal Husband with this concise and insightful summary and analysis! This engaging summary
presents an analysis of An Ideal Husband by Oscar Wilde, which tells the story of Sir Robert
Chiltern, a well-liked politician who is considered a bastion of morality by everyone he knows,
especially his wife. However, an acquaintance of the Chilterns, Mrs Cheveley, uncovers a secret
from Sir Robert’s past that could ruin both his reputation and his wife’s good opinion if were to
become common knowledge. Sir Robert finds himself caught between a rock and a hard place as
Mrs Cheveley attempts to blackmail him into supporting a fraudulent scheme that would leave his
good name equally tarnished, and is forced to turn to his friend, the dandyish aesthete Lord Goring,
to help him find a way out of this conundrum... Oscar Wilde was one of the most fascinating authors
of the 19th century, known as much for his witticisms as for his writing. His most notable works
include the novel The Picture of Dorian Gray and the comic plays An Ideal Husband and Lady
Windermere’s Fan. Find out everything you need to know about An Ideal Husband in a fraction of
the time! This in-depth and informative reading guide brings you: ¢« A complete plot summary °
Character studies * Key themes and symbols ¢ Questions for further reflection Why choose
BrightSummaries.com? Available in print and digital format, our publications are designed to
accompany you on your reading journey. The clear and concise style makes for easy understanding,
providing the perfect opportunity to improve your literary knowledge in no time. See the very best of
literature in a whole new light with BrightSummaries.com!

oscar wilde the importance of being earnest summary: A Woman of No Importance by
Oscar Wilde (Book Analysis) Bright Summaries, 2019-04-03 Unlock the more straightforward side of
A Woman of No Importance with this concise and insightful summary and analysis! This engaging
summary presents an analysis of A Woman of No Importance by Oscar Wilde, which tells the story of
Gerald Arbuthnot, who has just been offered a job by the renowned dandy Lord Illingworth.
However, his mother, who presents herself as a respectable churchgoing widow, strongly objects
when she discovers his intentions, though she is reluctant to reveal the reason why; namely, that
Lord Illingworth is actually Gerald’s father. Oscar Wilde was one of the most fascinating authors of
the 19th century, known as much for his witticisms as for his writing. His most notable works
include the novel The Picture of Dorian Gray and the comic plays An Ideal Husband and The
Importance of Being Earnest. Find out everything you need to know about A Woman of No
Importance in a fraction of the time! This in-depth and informative reading guide brings you: ¢ A
complete plot summary ¢ Character studies * Key themes and symbols ¢ Questions for further
reflection Why choose BrightSummaries.com? Available in print and digital format, our publications
are designed to accompany you on your reading journey. The clear and concise style makes for easy
understanding, providing the perfect opportunity to improve your literary knowledge in no time. See
the very best of literature in a whole new light with BrightSummaries.com!

oscar wilde the importance of being earnest summary: De Profundis by Oscar Wilde
(Book Analysis) Bright Summaries, 2019-04-08 Unlock the more straightforward side of De
Profundis with this concise and insightful summary and analysis! This engaging summary presents
an analysis of De Profundis by Oscar Wilde, a letter addressed to his lover Lord Alfred Douglas,
known as Bosie, and written during his imprisonment in Reading Gaol. Wilde had been sentenced to
two years’ hard labour for homosexual activity, and the letter is a poignant account of his spiritual
journey while in prison and an evaluation of his turbulent relationship with Bosie. Oscar Wilde was
one of the most fascinating authors of the 19th century, known as much for his witticisms as for his
writing. His most notable works include the novel The Picture of Dorian Gray and the comic plays An
Ideal Husband and The Importance of Being Earnest. Find out everything you need to know about
De Profundis in a fraction of the time! This in-depth and informative reading guide brings you: * A
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