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Mules and Men Zora Neale Hurston: A Journey into African American Folklore
and Culture

mules and men zora neale hurston is more than just the title of a book; it’s
a gateway into the rich tapestry of African American folklore, culture, and
tradition. Written by Zora Neale Hurston, a pioneering figure during the
Harlem Renaissance, this work offers an extraordinary glimpse into the lives,
stories, and songs of Black communities in the American South during the
early 20th century. If you’re curious about the intersections of
anthropology, literature, and African American heritage, diving into Mules
and Men is an enlightening experience.

Who Was Zora Neale Hurston?

Before exploring the depths of Mules and Men, it’s important to understand
the woman behind the work. Zora Neale Hurston was an African American author,
anthropologist, and folklorist who played a crucial role in the Harlem
Renaissance—a cultural movement that celebrated Black art, literature, and
identity in the 1920s and 1930s. Hurston’s unique perspective came from her
upbringing in Eatonville, Florida, one of the first all-Black towns
incorporated in the United States. This background gave her firsthand
experience with Black culture and folklore, which she then documented with a
keen anthropological eye and literary flair.

Mules and Men Zora Neale Hurston: An Overview

Published in 1935, Mules and Men is a groundbreaking collection of African
American folklore, including folktales, hoodoo practices, and songs that
Hurston gathered during her fieldwork in the South. The book is part memoir,
part ethnography, and part storytelling. Hurston traveled to places like
Florida and Louisiana, recording stories told by everyday people, especially
within Black communities that had preserved African traditions despite
centuries of oppression.

What makes Mules and Men particularly fascinating is Hurston’s narrative
voice—she writes with warmth, humor, and respect for her subjects. Instead of
approaching her research as a detached scientist, she engages with the
people, often participating in their rituals and sharing in their
experiences. This immersive style provides readers with an authentic
representation of Black Southern culture during that era.



The Significance of Folklore in Mules and Men

Folklore serves as the backbone of Mules and Men. Through stories passed down
orally, African American communities preserved their history, values, and
worldview. Hurston believed that these tales were essential for understanding
the soul of Black America. The book includes a variety of folk tales:

Trickster tales featuring characters like Brer Rabbit

Ghost stories and supernatural accounts

Stories explaining natural phenomena or social behaviors

These narratives often carry moral lessons or satirical critiques of societal
norms. They also reveal the blending of African, Caribbean, and Southern
influences—highlighting the diasporic nature of Black culture in America.

The Anthropological Approach in Mules and Men

Zora Neale Hurston was trained as an anthropologist, studying under Franz
Boas at Columbia University. Her work in Mules and Men reflects this academic
background, but with a distinctive twist. Hurston’s ethnographic style is
immersive and personal, capturing the vernacular speech and cultural nuances
of her informants. This approach was somewhat unconventional at the time, as
many anthropologists favored a more detached, objective stance.

Ethnography and Storytelling Combined

Hurston’s method involved living among the communities she studied. She
recorded stories as they were told, preserving the rhythms of speech, humor,
and emotion. This technique not only validated the cultural expressions of
Black Southerners but also challenged prevailing stereotypes by showcasing
their complexity and humanity.

Her work serves as an early example of participant-observation in
anthropology, where the researcher becomes part of the community to gain
deeper insight. This style enhances the authenticity of Mules and Men, making
it a valuable resource for both literary scholars and anthropologists.

Exploring Hoodoo and Spirituality



One of the most intriguing aspects of Mules and Men is its exploration of
hoodoo, a traditional African American spiritual practice involving magic,
herbal remedies, and folklore. Hurston documented various hoodoo rituals,
charms, and beliefs that were integral to many Black communities in the
South.

Understanding Hoodoo through Hurston’s Lens

Unlike some portrayals that sensationalize or dismiss hoodoo, Hurston
approached it with respect and curiosity. She recognized hoodoo as a
syncretic practice blending African spirituality with Christian elements and
Native American influences. Her writings help demystify these traditions,
showing how they offered comfort, protection, and empowerment to people
facing systemic racism and hardship.

For readers interested in African American religious practices or the history
of folk magic, Mules and Men offers an invaluable firsthand account of
hoodoo’s role in everyday life.

The Literary Style of Mules and Men

Zora Neale Hurston’s writing style in Mules and Men stands out for its
lyrical quality and use of dialect. She captures the speech patterns of her
subjects authentically, which brings the stories to life and preserves the
oral tradition.

Use of Dialect and Vernacular

Hurston believed that language was a vital part of cultural identity. By
writing dialogue and narratives in the vernacular of Black Southerners, she
preserved the richness of their expression. This choice, while sometimes
challenging for modern readers, adds depth and realism to the text.

Her storytelling is imbued with humor and wit, balancing the seriousness of
cultural documentation with entertainment. This makes Mules and Men
accessible and engaging, bridging the gap between academic work and popular
reading.

The Legacy and Impact of Mules and Men Zora
Neale Hurston

Since its publication, Mules and Men has been celebrated as a cornerstone of



African American literature and folklore studies. It paved the way for future
research on Black oral traditions and helped solidify Zora Neale Hurston’s
reputation as a vital cultural historian.

Influence on Literature and Cultural Studies

Many contemporary writers and scholars draw inspiration from Hurston’s work.
Her blending of ethnography and storytelling influenced the fields of African
American studies, anthropology, and folklore. Moreover, her portrayal of
Black life with dignity and vibrancy challenged prevailing narratives
dominated by stereotypes.

Why Mules and Men Remains Relevant Today

In today’s multicultural landscape, understanding the roots of African
American culture is essential for appreciating the diverse stories that shape
America. Mules and Men provides insight into the resilience and creativity of
Black communities, offering lessons on cultural preservation and identity.

For educators, students, and anyone interested in folklore, history, or
African American culture, this book remains a treasure trove of knowledge and
inspiration.

Tips for Reading and Appreciating Mules and Men

If you’re planning to read Mules and Men, here are some tips to enhance your
experience:

Embrace the dialect: Allow yourself time to get used to the vernacular.
Reading aloud can help capture the rhythm.

Consider historical context: Understanding the social and historical
background of the 1930s South enriches your comprehension.

Reflect on the storytelling tradition: Think of the book as a collection
of oral histories rather than a conventional narrative.

Explore supplementary materials: Look for critical essays or biographies
of Hurston to gain deeper insights.

These approaches can transform your reading into a more immersive and
meaningful journey.



---

Mules and Men Zora Neale Hurston is a remarkable work that captures the
spirit, struggles, and stories of African American communities during a
pivotal time in history. By blending anthropology, folklore, and narrative
art, Hurston created a timeless piece that continues to educate and inspire
readers around the world. Whether you’re a lover of folklore, an anthropology
enthusiast, or simply curious about Black cultural heritage, this classic
offers a window into a vibrant world waiting to be discovered.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the title 'Mules and
Men' by Zora Neale Hurston?
The title 'Mules and Men' symbolizes the hardworking African American
community and their stories, emphasizing both the laborious lives (mules) and
the rich cultural heritage (men) that Hurston documents through folklore and
personal narratives.

How does Zora Neale Hurston blend anthropology and
literature in 'Mules and Men'?
Hurston combines anthropological fieldwork with literary storytelling by
collecting African American folktales, songs, and customs, and presenting
them with vivid narrative style, making 'Mules and Men' both a scholarly
study and a captivating literary work.

What themes are explored in 'Mules and Men' by Zora
Neale Hurston?
Key themes include African American folklore, cultural identity, oral
tradition, community resilience, and the preservation of Black heritage in
the early 20th century American South.

How does 'Mules and Men' reflect Zora Neale
Hurston’s approach to cultural preservation?
'Mules and Men' reflects Hurston’s dedication to preserving African American
culture by documenting folk stories, songs, and customs firsthand, thereby
safeguarding oral traditions that might have otherwise been lost.

Why is 'Mules and Men' considered an important work



in the Harlem Renaissance?
The book is important because it highlights African American cultural
expression and pride during the Harlem Renaissance, showcasing the richness
of Black folklore and contributing to a broader understanding of Black
identity and heritage.

In what ways does Zora Neale Hurston's background
influence her work in 'Mules and Men'?
Hurston’s upbringing in Eatonville, Florida, one of the first all-Black
towns, along with her anthropological training, deeply influenced her ability
to authentically capture and celebrate African American folklore and culture
in 'Mules and Men.'

Additional Resources
**Exploring "Mules and Men" by Zora Neale Hurston: A Pioneering Work of
African American Folklore**

mules and men zora neale hurston represents one of the most seminal
contributions to African American literature and ethnographic study in the
early 20th century. Published in 1935, this work blends folklore,
anthropology, and narrative storytelling, showcasing Hurston’s unique ability
to capture the vernacular traditions and cultural expressions of African
American communities in the American South. As both a literary masterpiece
and an anthropological document, *Mules and Men* offers invaluable insights
into the folklore, superstitions, and oral histories that shaped Black
cultural identity during the Harlem Renaissance and beyond.

The Significance of "Mules and Men" in African
American Literature

Zora Neale Hurston’s *Mules and Men* is not simply a collection of folktales;
it is a pioneering ethnographic work that combines rigorous fieldwork with a
compelling narrative voice. Hurston conducted extensive interviews and live
storytelling sessions in her native Florida and later in Louisiana, immersing
herself in the communities she studied. This approach was unconventional at
the time, particularly for a Black female author, and marked a crucial
departure from the predominantly white, male-dominated field of anthropology.

By foregrounding African American oral traditions, Hurston preserved stories
that might otherwise have been lost amid the Great Migration and the social
upheavals of the early 20th century. The book’s title itself is symbolic:
mules, often representing hard labor and resilience in African American
symbolism, and men, emphasizing the human dimension of these folk traditions.



This duality underscores the intersection of work, culture, and identity that
Hurston sought to explore.

Anthropological Approach and Methodology

Hurston’s dual identity as a folklorist and writer allowed her to employ a
distinctive methodology in *Mules and Men*. Rather than simply transcribing
stories, she participated actively in the cultural life of her informants,
recording dialects, mannerisms, and performance styles. This immersive
ethnography lent authenticity to her work and challenged prevailing
stereotypes about African Americans.

Her approach was both qualitative and narrative-driven, focusing on:

Oral storytelling traditions

Superstitions and spiritual beliefs

Folk remedies and customs

Humorous anecdotes and trickster tales

This multifaceted approach allowed Hurston not only to document folklore but
also to celebrate it as a living, dynamic cultural force.

Literary Style and Narrative Techniques in
"Mules and Men"

Unlike many academic texts of her era, *Mules and Men* is distinguished by
Hurston’s vivid narrative style and use of vernacular speech. Her writing
captures the rhythm and cadence of African American dialects, which serves
both as an ethnographic record and a literary art form. This stylistic choice
enhances the reader’s immersion into the cultural milieu Hurston depicts.

Moreover, Hurston’s use of humor and wit throughout the book reflects a deep
understanding of the performative aspects of storytelling. Her ability to
render complex social and spiritual themes through accessible narratives
makes the work engaging for a broad audience, bridging the gap between
academic scholarship and popular literature.



The Role of Folklore: Themes and Motifs

Central to *Mules and Men* is the exploration of African American folklore
motifs, many of which reflect the historical and social realities of Black
life in the South. Some recurring themes include:

Trickster tales: Characters who use wit to navigate oppressive
circumstances, echoing the resilience of enslaved and marginalized
peoples.

Animal symbolism: Mules, snakes, and other animals often embody moral
lessons or cultural values.

Spiritual beliefs and hoodoo: The book documents practices related to
folk magic and spirituality, highlighting their importance in community
life.

Humor and satire: Stories often use humor as a coping mechanism and a
way to critique social hierarchies.

These motifs reveal how folklore functioned as both entertainment and a
repository of cultural knowledge.

Comparative Perspectives: "Mules and Men" and
Contemporary Folklore Studies

When viewed alongside other folklore collections of the time, such as those
by the Works Progress Administration (WPA) or contemporaries like Alain
Locke, *Mules and Men* stands out for its insider perspective. Whereas many
folklorists approached Black culture as outsiders, Hurston’s positionality as
an African American woman from the South provided her with unique access and
sensitivity.

In comparison to later works, Hurston’s blend of narrative and ethnography
presaged modern interdisciplinary approaches that combine literature,
cultural studies, and anthropology. Her influence can be seen in the works of
subsequent African American writers and scholars who prioritize oral
histories and vernacular traditions.

Strengths and Criticisms

While *Mules and Men* is widely praised for preserving African American
folklore and challenging ethnographic conventions, it has also faced



critiques:

Strengths: Authentic representation, innovative narrative style, rich
cultural documentation.

Criticisms: Some argue Hurston’s use of dialect can be challenging for
readers unfamiliar with Southern Black vernacular; others note that her
humorous tone may underplay the severity of the social issues underlying
the folklore.

Nevertheless, these critiques often underscore the complexity of representing
marginalized cultures in a way that is both truthful and accessible.

The Enduring Legacy of "Mules and Men" in
Cultural Studies

Decades after its initial publication, *Mules and Men* remains a cornerstone
text in African American studies, folklore, and American literature
curricula. Its rich documentation of Black vernacular culture continues to
inform contemporary research on oral traditions and cultural resilience.
Moreover, Hurston’s work has inspired a reevaluation of the role of folklore
in shaping identity and historical memory.

The book’s impact extends beyond academia; it has influenced music, theater,
and film by providing source material that authentically reflects African
American cultural heritage. As a result, *Mules and Men* is not only a
historical artifact but a living document that continues to resonate with new
generations.

In examining *Mules and Men* by Zora Neale Hurston, one appreciates how the
work transcends traditional boundaries between folklore and literature,
blending them into a vibrant tapestry that honors the complexity of African
American cultural expression. Through meticulous ethnographic research and
masterful storytelling, Hurston immortalized voices that might otherwise have
been silenced, affirming the power of folklore to illuminate human
experience.
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  mules and men zora neale hurston: Mules and Men Zora Neale Hurston, 1935
  mules and men zora neale hurston: Mules and Men Zora Neale Hurston, 1969 MAXnotes. . .-
offer a fresh look at masterpieces of literature- present material in an interesting, lively fashion- are
written by literary experts who currently teach the subjects- are designed to stimulate independent
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thinking by raising various issues and thought-provoking ideas and questions- enhance
understanding and enjoyment of the work- cover what one must know about each work- include an
overall summary, character lists, explanation and discussion of the plot, the work's historical
context, biography of the author- each chapter is individually summarized and analyzed and includes
study questions and answers- feature illustrations conveying the period and mood of the workEach
MAXnotes measures 5 1/4 x 8 1/4 (13.3 cm x 21 cm).
  mules and men zora neale hurston: Zora Neale Hurston's Mules and Men Christopher A.
Hubert, 1999 REA's MAXnotes for Zora Neale Hurston's Mules and Men MAXnotes offer a fresh look
at masterpieces of literature, presented in a lively and interesting fashion. Written by literary
experts who currently teach the subject, MAXnotes will enhance your understanding and enjoyment
of the work. MAXnotes are designed to stimulate independent thought about the literary work by
raising various issues and thought-provoking ideas and questions. MAXnotes cover the essentials of
what one should know about each work, including an overall summary, character lists, an
explanation and discussion of the plot, the work's historical context, illustrations to convey the mood
of the work, and a biography of the author. Each chapter is individually summarized and analyzed,
and has study questions and answers.
  mules and men zora neale hurston: Mules and Men Zora Neale Hurston, 1990-01-01 Mules
and Men is a treasury of black America's folklore as collected by a famous storyteller and
anthropologist who grew up hearing the songs and sermons, sayings and tall tales that have formed
an oral history of the South since the time of slavery. Returning to her hometown of Eatonville,
Florida, to gather material, Zora Neale Hurston recalls a hilarious night with a pinch of everything
social mixed with the storytelling. Set intimately within the social context of black life, the stories,
big old lies, songs, Vodou customs, and superstitions recorded in these pages capture the
imagination and bring back to life the humor and wisdom that is the unique heritage of African
Americans.
  mules and men zora neale hurston: Mules and Men Zora Neale Hurston, 2008-01-08 Mules
and Men is a treasury of black America's folklore as collected by a famous storyteller and
anthropologist who grew up hearing the songs and sermons, sayings and tall tales that have formed
an oral history of the South since the time of slavery. Returning to her hometown of Eatonville,
Florida, to gather material, Zora Neale Hurston recalls a hilarious night with a pinch of everything
social mixed with the storytelling. Set intimately within the social context of black life, the stories,
big old lies, songs, Vodou customs, and superstitions recorded in these pages capture the
imagination and bring back to life the humor and wisdom that is the unique heritage of African
Americans.
  mules and men zora neale hurston: Culture as Inspiration in Zora Neale Hurston's Mules and
Men Tina Daponde, 2008
  mules and men zora neale hurston: Zora Neale Hurston's Their Eyes Were Watching
God Harold Bloom, 2008 Critics have suggested that Zora Neale Hurston s Their Eyes Were
Watching God has helped revise a male-dominated literary canon. All-new critical essays touch on
subjects such as sight and vision, speech and dialect, and the ways the novel subverts traditional
power structures, and more.
  mules and men zora neale hurston: Zora Neale Hurston Harold Bloom, 2009 Presents a
biography of American author Zora Neale Hurston along with critical views of her work.
  mules and men zora neale hurston: Zora Neale Hurston Cynthia Davis, Verner D. Mitchell,
2013-05-09 Zora Neale Hurston (1891-1960), the most prominent of the Harlem Renaissance women
writers, was unique because her social and professional connections were not limited to literature
but encompassed theatre, dance, film, anthropology, folklore, music, politics, high society, academia,
and artistic bohemia. Hurston published four novels, three books of nonfiction, and dozens of short
stories, plays, and essays. In addition, she won a long list of fellowships and prizes, including a
Guggenheim and a Rosenwald. Yet by the 1950s, Hurston, like most of her Harlem Renaissance
peers, had faded into oblivion. An essay by Alice Walker in the 1970s, however, spurred the revival



of Hurston’s literary reputation, and her works, including her 1937 novel Their Eyes Were Watching
God, have enjoyed an enduring popularity. Zora Neale Hurston: An Annotated Bibliography of Works
and Criticism consists of reviews of critical interpretations of Hurston’s work. In addition to
publication information, each selection is carefully crafted to capture the author’s thesis in a short,
pithy, analytical framework. Also included are original essays by eminent Hurston scholars that
contextualize the bibliographic entries. Meticulously researched but accessible, these essays focus
on gaps in Hurston criticism and outline new directions for Hurston scholarship in the twenty-first
century. Comprehensive and up-to-date, this volume contains analytical summaries of the most
important critical writings on Zora Neale Hurston from the 1970s to the present. In addition, entries
from difficult-to-locate sources, such as small academic presses or international journals, can be
found here. Although intended as a bibliographic resource for graduate and undergraduate students,
this volume is also aimed toward general readers interested in women’s literature, African American
literature, American history, and popular culture. The book will also appeal to scholars and teachers
studying twentieth-century American literature, as well as those specializing in anthropology,
modernism, and African American studies, with a special focus on the women of the Harlem
Renaissance.
  mules and men zora neale hurston: Mules and Men (MAXNotes Literature Guides)
Christopher Hubert, 2013-01-01 REA's MAXnotes for Zora Neale Hurston's Mules and Men
MAXnotes offer a fresh look at masterpieces of literature, presented in a lively and interesting
fashion. Written by literary experts who currently teach the subject, MAXnotes will enhance your
understanding and enjoyment of the work. MAXnotes are designed to stimulate independent thought
about the literary work by raising various issues and thought-provoking ideas and questions.
MAXnotes cover the essentials of what one should know about each work, including an overall
summary, character lists, an explanation and discussion of the plot, the work's historical context,
illustrations to convey the mood of the work, and a biography of the author. Each chapter is
individually summarized and analyzed, and has study questions and answers.
  mules and men zora neale hurston: Zora Neale Hurston: Mules and Men Zora Neale Hurston,
2022 Zora Neale Hurston Boxed Set includes: Dust Tracks on a Road--an intimate and insightful
memoir of Zora's childhood in the rural South and her rise to prominence during the Harlem
Renaissance. Jonah's Gourd Vine--a novel about a young man who loves too many women. Mules and
Men--an oral history of Black American folklore featuring sermons, songs, sayings, and tall tales
since the days of enslavement. Tell My Horse--an insider look at the voodoo culture of Haiti and
Jamaica of the 1930s. The Complete Stories--a collection of Zora's most popular short fiction. Every
Tongue Got to Confess--an anthology of folktales that recounts the voices of ordinary people and
celebrates the richness of Black vernacular. Moses, Man of the Mountain--a compelling allegory of
power, redemption, and faith that blends the Moses of the Old Testament with the Moses of black
folklore and song. Seraph on the Suwanee--a novel examining a complicated marriage. Mule Bone--a
three-act play written with Langston Hughes that explores life in a rural Southern black community.
Their Eyes Were Watching God--the Southern love story that is the most highly acclaimed novel in
the African-American literary canon. -- Amazon.com (viewed on September 26, 2023)
  mules and men zora neale hurston: Textual Traffic S. Shankar, 2001-04-19 Examines travel
narratives as a genre.
  mules and men zora neale hurston: The Palgrave Handbook of African Oral Traditions and
Folklore Akintunde Akinyemi, Toyin Falola, 2021-03-05 This handbook offers the most
comprehensive, analytic, and multidisciplinary study of oral traditions and folklore in Africa and the
African Diaspora to date. Preeminent scholars Akintunde Akinyemi and Toyin Falola assemble a
team of leading and rising stars across African Studies research to retrieve and renew the
scholarship of oral traditions and folklore in Africa and the Diaspora just as critical concerns about
their survival are pushed to the forefront of the field. With five sections on the central themes within
orality and folklore – including engagement ranging from popular culture to technology, methods to
pedagogy – this handbook is an indispensable resource to scholars, students, and practitioners of



oral traditions and folklore preservation alike. This definitive reference is the first to provide
detailed, systematic discussion, and up-to-date analysis of African oral traditions and folklore.
  mules and men zora neale hurston: Critical Companion to Zora Neale Hurston Sharon
Lynette Jones, 2009 Zora Neale Hurston, one the first great African-American novelists, was a major
figure in the Harlem Renaissance and an inspiration for future generations of writers. Widely
studied in high school literature courses, her novels are admired for their depiction of southern
African-American culture and their strong female characters. Critical Companion to Zora Neale
Hurston is a reliable and up-to-date resource for high school and college-level students, providing
information on Hurston's life and work. This new volume covers all her writings, including her
classic novel Their Eyes Were Watching God, her landmark works of folklore and anthropology, and
her shorter works, such as The Gilded Six-Bits. Detailed entries on Hurston's life and related people,
places, and topics round out this comprehensive guide.--BOOK JACKET.
  mules and men zora neale hurston: Literary Culture and U.S Imperialism : From the
Revolution to World War II John Carlos Rowe Professor of English University of California at
Irvine, 2000-06-12 John Carlos Rowe, considered one of the most eminent and progressive critics of
American literature, has in recent years become instrumental in shaping the path of American
studies. His latest book examines literary responses to U.S. imperialism from the late eighteenth
century to the 1940s. Interpreting texts by Charles Brockden Brown, Poe, Melville, John Rollin
Ridge, Twain, Henry Adams, Stephen Crane, W. E. B Du Bois, John Neihardt, Nick Black Elk, and
Zora Neale Hurston, Rowe argues that U.S. literature has a long tradition of responding critically or
contributing to our imperialist ventures. Following in the critical footsteps of Richard Slotkin and
Edward Said, Literary Culture and U.S. Imperialism is particularly innovative in taking account of
the public and cultural response to imperialism. In this sense it could not be more relevant to what is
happening in the scholarship, and should be vital reading for scholars and students of American
literature and culture.
  mules and men zora neale hurston: Tracing Florida Journeys Leslie Kemp Poole,
2024-03-05 In this book, Leslie Poole delves into the stories of explorers and travelers who came to
Florida during the past five centuries, looking at their words and the paths they took from the
perspective of today.
  mules and men zora neale hurston: Voices and Visions Nancy Dixon, Leslie Petty,
2025-01-15 Contributions by Ruth R. Caillouet, Mary C. Carruth, Nancy Dixon, Kathleen Downes,
Edward J. Dupuy, Shari Evans, Paul Fess, Carina Evans Hoffpauir, Leslie Petty, Heidi
Podlasi-Labrenz, Tierney S. Powell, Shanna M. Salinas, Matthew Teutsch, and Marcus Charles
Tribbett Voices and Visions: Essays on New Orleans's Literary History examines a rich combination
of writers and texts, from antebellum works like Martin R. Delany’s novel, Blake, and the poetry of
Les Cenelles to Patricia Smith’s recent collection of poems, Blood Dazzler. The thirteen essays in
Voices and Visions treat two hundred years of literature and include discussions on canonical,
contemporary, and experimental writers. Authors often associated with New Orleans such as Kate
Chopin, George Washington Cable, and Walker Percy are treated in new ways, as are well-known
writers who are not often thought of in relation to the city: Charles Chesnutt, Eudora Welty, Zora
Neale Hurston, and Joy Harjo. Examining this wide array of voices demonstrates the myriad ways
New Orleans’s storied past has affected its present. Scholars find enduring themes—race, gender,
religion, disease, art—but do so in the context of emerging conversations. Essayists in the volume
address such topics as New Orleans as part of the Global South and the Black diaspora, the
transformation of New Orleans after Hurricane Katrina, and the recovery of previously lost voices,
including those of Native Americans and immigrants. They also discuss the legacy of pandemics and
racial violence that in more recent years has been manifest in the COVID-19 outbreak and the Black
Lives Matter movement.
  mules and men zora neale hurston: Voodoo Jeffrey E. Anderson, 2024-03-20 Despite several
decades of scholarship on African diasporic religion, Voodoo remains underexamined, and the few
books published on the topic contain inaccuracies and outmoded arguments. In Voodoo: An African



American Religion, Jeffrey E. Anderson presents a much-needed modern account of the faith as it
existed in the Mississippi River valley from colonial times to the mid-twentieth century, when, he
argues, it ceased to thrive as a living tradition. Anderson provides a solid scholarly foundation for
future work by systematizing the extant information on a religion that has long captured the popular
imagination as it has simultaneously engendered fear and ridicule. His book stands as the most
complete study of the faith yet produced and rests on more than two decades of research, utilizing
primary source material alongside the author’s own field studies in New Orleans, Haiti, Cuba,
Senegal, Benin, Togo, and the Republic of Congo. The result serves as an enduring resource on
Mississippi River valley Voodoo, Louisiana, and the greater African Diaspora.
  mules and men zora neale hurston: Muses, Mistresses and Mates Anna Suwalska Kołecka,
Izabella Penier, 2015-06-18 The Muse is one of the oldest archetypes in human civilization, and, in
the past, was a representation of an idealized woman - blessed with beauty and creativity and
exerting irresistible attraction for many a man. Nowadays, in the wake of feminism, the idea of the
Muse seems a bit obsolete, quaint or downright sexist, and is said to enhance a vicious stereotype of
the creative, productive and active man and the passive, submissive and docile woman. However,
this book shows that this, in fa ...
  mules and men zora neale hurston: African American Authors, 1745-1945 Emmanuel S.
Nelson, 2000-01-30 There has been a dramatic resurgence of interest in early African American
writing. Since the accidental rediscovery and republication of Harriet Wilson's Our Nig in 1983, the
works of dozens of 19th and early 20th century black writers have been recovered and reprinted.
There is now a significant revival of interest in the Harlem Renaissance of the 1920s; and in the last
decade alone, several major assessments of 18th and 19th century African American literature have
been published. Early African American literature builds on a strong oral tradition of songs,
folktales, and sermons. Slave narratives began to appear during the late 18th and early 19th
century, and later writers began to engage a variety of themes in diverse genres. A central objective
of this reference book is to provide a wide-ranging introduction to the first 200 years of African
American literature. Included are alphabetically arranged entries for 78 black writers active
between 1745 and 1945. Among these writers are essayists, novelists, short story writers, poets,
playwrights, and autobiographers. Each entry is written by an expert contributor and provides a
biography, a discussion of major works and themes, an overview of the author's critical reception,
and primary and secondary bibliographies. The volume concludes with a selected, general
bibliography.
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