history of the last supper

The Profound History of the Last Supper: Unveiling Its Origins and
Significance

history of the last supper is a fascinating tale that intertwines religious
tradition, art, and culture. This iconic event, immortalized in countless
paintings and scriptures, marks a pivotal moment in Christian history. But
beyond its visual and spiritual impact, the Last Supper carries layers of
historical context and meaning that are worth exploring deeply. Whether
you're a history enthusiast, a theology student, or simply curious about this
legendary meal, understanding its background brings a richer appreciation of
its enduring legacy.

The Historical Context of the Last Supper

To truly grasp the history of the Last Supper, it's essential to place it
within the broader socio-political and religious environment of first-century
Judea. Jesus of Nazareth, a Jewish preacher and teacher, lived during a time
when the region was under Roman occupation. Jewish society was marked by a
complex mix of religious traditions, messianic expectations, and social
tensions.

The Passover Connection

One of the key elements surrounding the Last Supper is its timing during the
Jewish festival of Passover. Passover commemorates the Israelites' liberation
from Egyptian slavery, a story deeply embedded in Jewish identity. The Last
Supper is often understood as a Passover meal, or Seder, which would have
been rich with symbolic foods and rituals.

During the Passover Seder, participants retell the story of the Exodus, eat
unleavened bread, and drink wine as part of the ceremony. Jesus' meal with
his disciples thus takes on additional layers of meaning, blending
traditional Jewish practices with new theological interpretations.

Jesus and His Disciples

The Last Supper was held in an upper room in Jerusalem, where Jesus gathered
his twelve closest followers. This intimate gathering was not just a meal but
a moment of teaching and preparation. Jesus spoke of sacrifice, service, and
the coming challenges, which would soon culminate in his arrest and
crucifixion.



The dynamics between Jesus and his disciples during this meal are crucial to
understanding the event’s emotional and spiritual weight. It is during this
meal that Jesus institutes the practice of breaking bread and sharing wine as
symbols of his body and blood, a ritual that would become central to
Christian worship through the Eucharist or Communion.

Religious Significance and Theological
Implications

The history of the Last Supper is not just a historical recounting but also a
cornerstone of Christian faith. It embodies themes of sacrifice, redemption,
and covenant.

The Institution of the Eucharist

One of the most profound aspects of the Last Supper is the institution of the
Eucharist, also known as Holy Communion. Jesus instructed his followers to
eat bread and drink wine in remembrance of him, symbolizing his impending
sacrifice for humanity’s sins.

This ritual has been embraced by various Christian denominations for nearly
two millennia, serving as a unifying act of worship and reflection on Jesus'
sacrifice. The Eucharist is seen as a living memorial, connecting believers
to the passion of Christ and the promise of salvation.

The New Covenant

The Last Supper also marks the establishment of the “New Covenant,” a
theological concept indicating a new relationship between God and humanity
through Jesus’ sacrifice. This covenant, foretold in 0ld Testament
prophecies, signifies forgiveness of sins and a restored connection with God.

By referring to the cup as “the new covenant in my blood,” Jesus emphasized
the transformative nature of his mission. This shift from the old Mosaic law
to a new spiritual covenant is a foundational idea in Christian doctrine.

Artistic Representations and Cultural Impact

The history of the Last Supper extends far beyond the biblical narrative,
inspiring some of the most celebrated works of art and influencing Western
culture profoundly.



Leonardo da Vinci’s Masterpiece

Perhaps the most famous depiction of the Last Supper is Leonardo da Vinci's
mural painted in the late 15th century. Located in the Convent of Santa Maria
delle Grazie in Milan, this artwork captures the dramatic moment when Jesus
announces that one of his disciples will betray him.

Da Vinci’s composition, with its detailed expressions and dynamic arrangement
of figures, revolutionized how the Last Supper was visualized. The painting’s
influence persists in art, literature, and popular culture, underscoring the
event’s emotional intensity and spiritual depth.

Other Artistic Interpretations

While Leonardo’s rendition is iconic, many other artists across centuries and
cultures have portrayed the Last Supper in various styles—from medieval
frescoes to modern interpretations. Each version reflects the theological,
cultural, and artistic priorities of its time, offering diverse perspectives
on this timeless scene.

Historical Debates and Archaeological Insights

Despite its prominence, the precise details surrounding the Last Supper have
been subject to scholarly debate and investigation.

When and Where Was the Last Supper Held?

While the Gospels agree that the meal occurred in Jerusalem, the exact
location and date remain uncertain. The traditional site is the Cenacle, a
room on Mount Zion believed to be the “upper room” where Jesus and his
disciples gathered.

However, some historians argue that the meal might have taken place earlier
and in a different setting, with variations in the Gospel accounts
contributing to the mystery.

Archaeological Discoveries

Excavations in Jerusalem and surrounding areas have unearthed ancient
structures and artifacts that provide context for the Last Supper’s
environment. For example, discoveries of ritual baths (mikvahs) and dining
halls from the Second Temple period help scholars understand Jewish



purification practices and communal meals of the era.

While no direct archaeological evidence confirms the exact room or table,
these findings enrich our understanding of the cultural and religious
practices that shaped the Last Supper.

Legacy and Modern-Day Observances

The history of the Last Supper continues to resonate in contemporary
religious practice and cultural consciousness.

Holy Thursday and Liturgical Celebrations

In the Christian liturgical calendar, Maundy Thursday (or Holy Thursday)
commemorates the Last Supper. Churches around the world hold special services
that often include the ritual of foot washing, symbolizing Jesus’ humility
and service, alongside the celebration of the Eucharist.

These observances serve as a reminder of the Last Supper’s spiritual lessons
and its call to love and serve others.

Influence on Popular Culture

Beyond religious settings, the Last Supper has inspired films, books, music,
and even advertisements. Its themes of betrayal, loyalty, sacrifice, and
community remain powerful storytelling elements that continue to engage
audiences globally.

From movies depicting the Passion of Christ to novels exploring the
disciples’ perspectives, the Last Supper’s narrative is woven into the fabric
of cultural expression.

Exploring the history of the Last Supper opens a window into a moment that
shaped religious beliefs, artistic endeavors, and human understanding of
sacrifice and fellowship. Each layer—from historical context to theological
meaning, artistic portrayal, and modern remembrance—-adds depth to this
enduring story that continues to captivate hearts and minds across the world.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the historical significance of the Last
Supper?

The Last Supper is significant as it represents the final meal Jesus shared
with his disciples before his crucifixion, during which he instituted the
Eucharist, a central rite in Christian tradition.

When did the Last Supper reportedly take place?

The Last Supper is believed to have taken place during the Jewish festival of
Passover, around 30-33 AD, shortly before Jesus' arrest and crucifixion.

Where 1s the Last Supper traditionally believed to
have occurred?

The Last Supper is traditionally believed to have occurred in an upper room
in Jerusalem, often referred to as the Cenacle or the Upper Room.

Who were the participants in the Last Supper?

The participants included Jesus Christ and his twelve apostles: Peter, James,
John, Andrew, Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James the son of
Alphaeus, Thaddaeus, Simon the Zealot, and Judas Iscariot.

What important ritual did Jesus establish during the
Last Supper?

During the Last Supper, Jesus established the ritual of the Holy Communion or
Eucharist, instructing his followers to eat bread and drink wine in
remembrance of him.

How has the Last Supper been depicted in art
history?
The Last Supper has been a popular subject in Christian art, famously

depicted by Leonardo da Vinci in the late 15th century, showcasing the moment
Jesus announces one of the disciples will betray him.

What is the connection between the Last Supper and
Passover?
The Last Supper is closely connected to Passover, as it is thought to have

been a Passover meal, symbolizing liberation and sacrifice, themes central to
both Passover and Jesus' message.



How do different Christian denominations view the
Last Supper?

Christian denominations vary in their interpretation of the Last Supper;
Catholics view it as the institution of the Eucharist with
transubstantiation, while many Protestant denominations see it as a symbolic
remembrance of Jesus' sacrifice.

Additional Resources
The History of the Last Supper: An Analytical Exploration

history of the last supper is a subject that has intrigued historians,
theologians, and art enthusiasts alike for centuries. Rooted deeply in
Christian tradition, the Last Supper marks one of the most significant
moments in the New Testament, symbolizing Jesus Christ's final meal with his
twelve apostles before his crucifixion. This event has not only shaped
religious practices but has also inspired a vast array of artistic
representations and theological interpretations throughout history.
Understanding the historical context, religious significance, and cultural
impact of the Last Supper provides a comprehensive insight into its enduring
legacy.

The Historical Context of the Last Supper

The Last Supper is traditionally believed to have occurred during the Jewish
festival of Passover, a time commemorating the Israelites' liberation from
Egyptian bondage. This timing is crucial as it connects the meal to themes of
deliverance, sacrifice, and covenant, which are central to Christian
theology. The Synoptic Gospels—Matthew, Mark, and Luke—offer accounts of the
event, describing Jesus sharing bread and wine with his disciples,
instituting the Eucharist, and predicting his betrayal.

Historical investigations suggest that the setting for the Last Supper was
likely an upper room in Jerusalem, often referred to as the Cenacle. While
archaeological evidence remains sparse, early Christian writings and pilgrim
accounts lend support to this tradition. The meal itself adheres to the
structure of a Jewish Passover Seder, which involves specific rituals,
prayers, and symbolic foods. This connection underscores the Last Supper’s
role as a pivotal moment bridging Jewish customs and emerging Christian
rites.

Theological Significance and Symbolism

At the heart of the Last Supper lies its theological import—particularly the



institution of the Eucharist, also known as Holy Communion. Jesus' actions of
breaking bread and sharing wine are interpreted as establishing a new
covenant, with the bread symbolizing his body and the wine representing his
blood. This sacrament has become central to Christian worship across
denominations, symbolizing spiritual nourishment and unity with Christ.

Moreover, the narrative includes Jesus’ prediction of Judas Iscariot’s
betrayal, adding layers of dramatic tension and moral contemplation. The Last
Supper serves not only as a moment of fellowship but also as a foreshadowing
of crucifixion and redemption, themes that permeate Christian doctrine.

Artistic Depictions and Cultural Impact

One cannot discuss the history of the Last Supper without acknowledging its
profound influence on art and culture. Over the centuries, countless artists
have sought to capture this moment, each bringing unique interpretations
influenced by their historical and cultural contexts.

Leonardo da Vinci’s Masterpiece

Perhaps the most famous depiction is Leonardo da Vinci’'s “The Last Supper,”
painted between 1495 and 1498 in the Convent of Santa Maria delle Grazie in
Milan. This mural revolutionized religious art by emphasizing psychological
realism and dynamic composition. Leonardo’s portrayal of the apostles’
reactions to Jesus’ announcement of betrayal captures a range of
emotions—shock, disbelief, and sorrow-bringing the scene to vivid life.

This artwork has been extensively studied for its symbolic elements, use of
perspective, and innovative techniques. Despite suffering damage over

centuries, it remains a cornerstone in the history of religious art and
continues to attract millions of visitors and scholars.

Variations Across Cultures and Periods

Beyond Leonardo, the Last Supper has been depicted by artists from diverse
traditions, each emphasizing different aspects. For example:

e Medieval art often focused on the ritualistic and theological elements,
portraying the meal in a solemn, iconographic style.

e Baroque artists highlighted dramatic lighting and emotional intensity,
reflecting the era’s interest in theatricality.

e Modern interpretations sometimes challenge traditional iconography,



using abstract or symbolic forms to explore contemporary spiritual
themes.

These variations reflect shifting theological emphases and cultural values,
illustrating how the Last Supper remains a living symbol adaptable to
different contexts.

Historical Debates and Scholarly Perspectives

While the Last Supper is a well-established event within Christian tradition,
historians and biblical scholars continue to debate certain aspects of its
historicity and details.

Chronology and Setting

One key debate revolves around the exact timing of the Last Supper. The
Synoptic Gospels suggest it took place during Passover, whereas the Gospel of
John appears to place it before the festival. This discrepancy has
implications for understanding the chronology of Jesus’ final days and the
nature of the meal.

Authenticity of the Accounts

Scholars also examine the sources and reliability of the biblical narratives.
The Gospels were written decades after the events, blending oral tradition
with theological interpretation. Efforts to distinguish historical fact from
symbolic meaning involve comparing gospel texts with historical records and
Jewish customs of the time.

Implications for Christian Liturgy

These scholarly inquiries influence how different Christian denominations
interpret the Eucharist and related rituals. For instance, the Catholic and
Orthodox Churches emphasize the doctrine of transubstantiation, while many
Protestant communities view Communion symbolically. Understanding the history
of the Last Supper enriches appreciation of these diverse practices.

Legacy in Contemporary Religious Practice



The Last Supper continues to hold a vital place in modern Christian worship.
The ritual of Communion serves as a tangible link to this foundational event,
fostering communal identity and spiritual reflection.

Ecumenical Significance

Communion acts as a unifying practice among Christians worldwide, despite
doctrinal differences. It represents a shared heritage and ongoing commitment
to the principles embodied by the Last Supper—service, sacrifice, and
fellowship.

Commemoration in Holy Week

The event is commemorated specifically on Maundy Thursday during Holy Week,
emphasizing themes of humility and love through liturgical ceremonies often
incorporating foot-washing rituals alongside the Eucharist.

Conclusion: The Enduring Influence of the Last
Supper

The history of the Last Supper is a multifaceted narrative intertwining
religious tradition, historical inquiry, artistic expression, and cultural
significance. Its impact extends far beyond a mere meal, encapsulating
profound theological ideas and inspiring generations of believers and
creators. As scholarship continues to shed light on its origins and meanings,
the Last Supper remains an enduring symbol of faith, community, and human
experience.

History Of The Last Supper

history of the last supper: The Quest of the Historical Jesus Albert Schweitzer, 2001-01-01
This groundbreaking work, which established the reputation of Albert Schweitzer as a theologian,
traces the search for the historical figure of Jesus (apart from the Christ of faith) and establishes the
author's own views.

history of the last supper: The History of Jesus of Nazara Theodor Keim, 1881

history of the last supper: The Earliest History of the Christian Gathering Valeriy A. Alikin,
2010-03-22 Recent research has made a strong case for the view that Early Christian communities,
sociologically considered, functioned as voluntary religious associations. This is similar to the
practice of many other cultic associations in the Greco-Roman world of the first century CE. Building
upon this new approach, along with a critical interpretation of all available sources, this book
discusses the social and religio-historical background of the weekly gatherings of Christians and


https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-157/history-of-the-last-supper.pdf

presents a fresh reconstruction of how the weekly gathering originated and developed in both form
and content. The topics studied here include the origins of the observance of Sunday as the weekly
Christian feast-day, the shape and meaning of the weekly gatherings of the Christian communities,
and the rise of customs such as preaching, praying, singing, and the reading of texts in these
meetings.

history of the last supper: The History of Jesus of Nazara; Considered in Its Connection
with the National Life of Israel, and Related in Detail, Translated from the German
Theodore Keim, 1881

history of the last supper: The History of Jesus of Nazara, Volume Five Theodor Keim,
2016-12-09 This introductory volume of Dr. Keim's Life of Jesus is translated from the German
without omission or alteration, save that from preface, and once or twice from the text, have been
excised a few purely personal remarks and discussions which could have no interest in England. The
notes also have been for the most part preserved, a feature which will, it may be, prove less needful
in the later volumes. So few of the works to which reference is made have been translated into
English, that it has seemed best to give the references in all cases to the originals; since those few
who will take the trouble to turn to them will usually be able to test the references in the original
languages, even if they prefer to read the bulk of such books in their own tongue. It is intended that
the whole work shall be completed with the same literalness, and that there shall be no needless
delay in the issue of succeeding volumes. --Notice by the Editor May, 1873

history of the last supper: Jesus, Skepticism, and the Problem of History Zondervan,,
2019-10-08 In recent years, a number of New Testament scholars engaged in academic historical
Jesus studies have concluded that such scholarship cannot yield secure and illuminating conclusions
about its subject, arguing that the search for a historically authentic Jesus has run aground. Jesus,
Skepticism, and the Problem of History brings together a stellar lineup of New Testament scholars
who contend that historical Jesus scholarship is far from dead. These scholars all find value in using
the tools of contemporary historical methods in the study of Jesus and Christian origins. While the
skeptical use of criteria to fashion a Jesus contrary to the one portrayed in the Gospels is
methodologically unsound and theologically unacceptable, these criteria, properly formulated and
applied, yield positive results that support the Gospel accounts and the historical narrative in Acts.
This book presents a nuanced and vitally needed alternative to the skeptical extremes of revisionist
Jesus scholarship that, on the one hand, uses historical methods to call into question the Jesus of the
Gospels and, on the other, denies the possibility of using historical methods to learn about Jesus.

history of the last supper: The Historical Jesus in Recent Research James D. G. Dunn, Scot
McKnight, 2005-06-30 The past two or three decades have witnessed significant activity in research
on the Jesus of the Gospels and history. In fact, there has been such a plethora of publication on
such a wide variety of facets of this issue that it is difficult to keep pace with the rate of publication.
In this volume, Dunn and McKnight have collected and provided introductions to a wide
cross-section of essays on the topic, ranging from classic essays by the likes of Bultmann, Cadbury,
and Schweitzer to the most recent investigations of Horsley, Levine, and Wright. This volume will be
a very useful book for courses and seminars on Jesus or the historical Jesus, because it draws
together in one place a wide variety of perspectives and approaches to the issues. Authors
represented include: P. S. Alexander, D. C. Allison, P. W. Barnett, M. J. Borg, R. Bultmann, H. ].
Cadbury, P. M. Casey, G. B. Caird, B. Chilton, C. E. B. Cranfield, J. D. G. Dunn, R. A. Horsley, ].
Jeremias, M. Kahler, W. G. Kimmel, E. E. Lemcio, A.-]. Levine, G. Luedemann, J. P. Meier, B. F.
Meyer, R. Morgan, J. A. T. Robinson, E. P. Sanders, A. Schweitzer, K. R. Snodgrass, G. N. Stanton, P.
Stuhlmacher, G. Theissen, N. T. Wright.

history of the last supper: The Historical Jesus Gerd Theissen, Annette Merz,
Comprehensively detailing the sources for our knowledge of Jesus, Theissen and Merz fully explore
the historical and social context of Jesus and his activity. They then unfold what we can know about
Jesus' characteristics as a charismatic teacher, a Jewish prophet, a healer, a teller of parables and an
ethical teacher. Finally, they examine closely the historical question surrounding Jesus' last supper,



his violent death, the accounts of Easter, and the beginnings of Christology.

history of the last supper: The History of the Kingdom of God, Part II: Liturgy and the Building
of the Kingdom Sofia Cavalletti,

history of the last supper: Art History For Dummies Jesse Bryant Wilder, 2022-03-11 Ready to
discover the fascinating world of art history? Let’s (Van) Gogh! Fine art might seem intimidating at
first. But with the right guide, anyone can learn to appreciate and understand the stimulating and
beautiful work of history’s greatest painters, sculptors, and architects. In Art History For Dummies,
we’ll take you on a journey through fine art from all eras, from Cave Art to the Colosseum, and from
Michelangelo to Picasso and the modern masters. Along the way, you’ll learn about how history has
influenced art, and vice versa. This updated edition includes: Brand new material on a wider array of
renowned female artists Explorations of the Harlem Renaissance, American Impressionism, and the
Precisionists Discussions of art in the 20th and 21st centuries, including Dadaism, Constructivism,
Surrealism, and today’s eclectic art scene Is there an exhibition in your town you want to see? Prep
before going with Art History For Dummies and show your friends what an Art Smartie you are. An
unbeatable reference for anyone looking to build a foundational understanding of art in a historical
context, Art History For Dummies is your personal companion that makes fine art even finer!

history of the last supper: A History of the Quests for the Historical Jesus, Volume 1
Colin Brown, Craig A. Evans, 2022-11-08 A comprehensive, two-volume reassessment of the quests
for the historical Jesus that details their origins and underlying presuppositions as well as their
ongoing influence on today's biblical and theological scholarship. Jesus' life and teaching is
important to every question we ask about what we believe and why we believe it. And yet there has
never been common agreement about his identity, intentions, or teachings—even among
first-century historians and scholars. Throughout history, different religious and philosophical
traditions have attempted to claim Jesus and paint him in the cultural narratives of their heritage,
creating a labyrinth of conflicting ideas. From the evolution of orthodoxy and quests before Albert
Schweitzer's famous Old Quest, to today's ongoing questions about criteria, methods, and sources, A
History of the Quests for the Historical Jesus not only chronicles the developments but lays the
groundwork for the way forward. The late Colin Brown brings his scholarly prowess in both theology
and biblical studies to bear on the subject, assessing not only the historical and exegetical nuts and
bolts of the debate about Jesus of Nazareth but also its philosophical, sociological, and theological
underpinnings. Instead of seeking a bedrock of facts, Brown stresses the role of hermeneutics in
formulating questions and seeking answers. Colin Brown was almost finished with the manuscript at
the time of his passing in 2019. Brought to its final form by Craig A. Evans, this book promises to
become the definitive history and assessment of the quests for the historical Jesus. Volume One
covers the period from the beginnings of Christianity to the end of World War II. Volume Two (sold
separately) covers the period from the post-War era through contemporary debates.

history of the last supper: History of Vegetarianism and Veganism Worldwide (1430
BCE to 1969) William Shurtleff; Akiko Aoyagi, 2022-03-07 The world's most comprehensive, well
documented, and well illustrated book on this subject. With extensive subject and geographic index.
109 photographs and illustrations - some color. Free of charge in digital PDF format.

history of the last supper: John, Jesus, and History, Volume 2 Paul N. Anderson, Felix Just,
Tom Thatcher, 2015-07-07 This groundbreaking volume draws together an international group of
leading biblical scholars to consider one of the most controversial religious topics in the modern era:
Is the Gospel of John—the most theological and distinctive among the four canonical
Gospels—historical or not? If not, why does John alone among the Gospels claim eyewitness
connections to Jesus? If so, why is so much of John’s material unique to John? Using various
methodologies and addressing key historical issues in John, these essays advance the critical inquiry
into Gospel historiography and John's place within it, leading to an impressive consensus and
convergences along the way. The contributors are Paul N. Anderson; Mark Appold; Richard
Bauckham; Helen K. Bond; Richard A. Burridge; James H. Charlesworth; Jaime Clark-Soles; Mary
Coloe; R. Alan Culpepper; Craig A. Evans; Sean Freyne; Jeffrey Paul Garcia; Brian D. Johnson; Peter



J. Judge; Felix Just, S.].; Craig S. Keener; Edward W. Klink III; Craig R. Koester; Michael Labahn;
Mark A. Matson; James F. McGrath; Susan Miller; Gail R. O’'Day; Bas van Os; Tom Thatcher; Derek
M. H. Tovey; Urban C. von Wahlde; and Ben Witherington III.

history of the last supper: The Gospel History Johannes Heinrich August Ebrard, 1863

history of the last supper: The Expressionist Turn in Art History KimberlyA. Smith,
2017-07-05 During the period in which Expressionist artists were active in central Europe, art
historians were producing texts which also began to be characterized evocatively as ?expressionist?,
yet the notion of an expressionist art history has yet to be fully explored in historiographic studies of
the discipline. This anthology offers a cross-section of noteworthy art history texts that have been
described as expressionist, along with critical commentaries by an international group of scholars.
Written between 1912 and 1933, the primary sources have been selected from the published
scholarship of both recognized and less-familiar figures in the field's Germanic tradition: Wilhelm
Worringer, Fritz Burger, Ernst Heidrich, Max Dvor? Heinrich W?lfflin, and Carl Einstein. Translated
here for the first time, these examples of an expressionist turn in art history, along with their
secondary analyses and the book's introduction, offer a productive lens through which to re-examine
the practice and theory of art history in the early twentieth century.

history of the last supper: Jesus and the Last Supper Brant Pitre, 2017-06-21 Who did Jesus
of Nazareth claim to be? What was his relationship with early Judaism? When and how did he expect
the kingdom to come? What were his intentions? Though these key questions have been addressed
in studies of the historical Jesus, Brant Pitre argues that they cannot be fully answered apart from a
careful historical analysis of the Last Supper accounts. In this book Pitre offers a rigorous,
up-to-date study of the historical Jesus and the Last Supper, filling a significant gap in current Jesus
research. Situating the Last Supper in the triple contexts of ancient Judaism, the life of Jesus, and
early Christianity, Pitre brings to light crucial insights into major issues driving the quest for Jesus.
His Jesus and the Last Supper is sure to ignite discussion and debate.

history of the last supper: History and Religion Bernd-Christian Otto, Susanne Rau, Jorg
Rupke, 2015-08-31 History is one of the most important cultural tools to make sense of one’s
situation, to establish identity, define otherness, and explain change. This is the first systematic
scholarly study that analyses the complex relationship between history and religion, taking into
account religious groups both as producers of historical narratives as well as distinct topics of
historiography. Coming from different disciplines, the authors of this volume ask under which
conditions and with what consequences religions are historicised. How do religious groups employ
historical narratives in the construction of their identities? What are the biases and elisions of
current analytical and descriptive frames in the History of Religion? The volume aims at initiating a
comparative historiography of religion and combines disciplinary competences of Religious Studies
and the History of Religion, Confessional Theologies, History, History of Science, and Literary
Studies. By applying literary comparison and historical contextualization to those texts that have
been used as central documents for histories of individual religions, their historiographic themes,
tools and strategies are analysed. The comparative approach addresses circum-Mediterranean and
European as well as Asian religious traditions from the first millennium BCE to the present and deals
with topics such as the origins of religious historiography, the practices of writing and the
transformation of narratives.

history of the last supper: Eucharist: Symbol of Transformation William R. Crockett,
2017-04-21 Doctor Crockett traces the evolution of Eucharistic traditions - traditions which reflect
the cultural diversity characteristic of the regions in which they were produced - and compares them
to our Eucharistic celebrations today, exploring as well the relationship between Eucharist and
justice.

history of the last supper: New Testament History George Woosung Wade, 1922

history of the last supper: The History of the Origins of Christianity - Book I: The Life of Jesus
Joseph Ernest Renan, 2016-12-29 This work had a large hand in shaping modern Biblical criticism.
Using the German form of criticism in his own day Renan goes through the Gospels and examines




the miracles and other aspects of the life of Jesus. Although the work denies the divinity of Christ,
this documents role in shaping how we work with the Bible is significant.
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