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Guts n Gunships: What It Was Really Like to Fly Combat Helicopters in Vietnam

guts n gunships what it was really like to fly combat helicopters in vietnam is a story filled with adrenaline,
danger, brotherhood, and unmatched bravery. For many, the image of Vietnam War helicopter pilots is one of
fearless men zooming through the dense jungle canopy, dodging enemy fire, and rescuing soldiers in moments of
sheer desperation. But the reality of flying combat helicopters in Vietnam was far more complex and harrowing
than popular culture often portrays. It was a unique blend of cutting-edge aviation technology, constant
peril, and the psychological toll of war. Let’s dive deep into what those pilots truly experienced amid the
whirring blades and smoky battlefields.

The Role of Helicopters in the Vietnam War

When talking about "guts n gunships what it was really like to fly combat helicopters in Vietnam," it's
essential to understand why helicopters were so vital. Unlike previous conflicts where ground troops and
fixed-wing aircraft dominated, Vietnam's dense jungles and rugged terrain made helicopters indispensable. They
were the lifeline for troops, delivering supplies, evacuating the wounded, and providing close air support.

The Birth of the “Air Cavalry” Concept

The Vietnam War saw the rise of the "air cavalry," a revolutionary strategy that relied heavily on
helicopters to rapidly deploy troops and conduct reconnaissance missions. This mobility transformed how
battles were fought, enabling forces to strike quickly and unpredictably.

Pilots flew the iconic Bell UH-1 “Huey” helicopters, which became symbols of the war itself. These gunships
weren’t just transport; they were heavily armed with machine guns, rocket pods, and grenade launchers, designed
to provide firepower support during combat insertions and extractions.

What Flying Combat Helicopters in Vietnam Was Really Like

Flying combat helicopters in Vietnam was a constant test of nerves, skill, and endurance. Pilots faced a
hostile environment where every mission carried a high risk of ambush or mechanical failure.

The Physical and Mental Challenges

The tropical climate was brutal. Pilots endured stifling heat, monsoon rains, and thick jungle humidity, which
made every flight physically exhausting. The cockpit of a Huey was cramped and noisy, with the constant roar
of rotors and engine vibrations adding to pilot fatigue.

Mentally, the stakes were even higher. Each mission could be their last. Pilots had to maintain razor-sharp
focus, navigating through dense foliage, dodging enemy fire, and coordinating with ground troops. The fear of
being shot down or crashing was ever-present.



The Dangers of Combat Missions

Flying low and slow made helicopters vulnerable to small arms fire, rocket-propelled grenades, and anti-
aircraft guns. Many pilots recount the terrifying moments when their aircraft was hit, forcing them to crash-
land or make emergency maneuvers.

The unpredictability of the terrain added to the challenge. Pilots had to fly through narrow valleys and dense
jungles, often with limited visibility. Night missions were even more perilous, relying on limited night-vision
technology and sheer instinct.

The Brotherhood Among Helicopter Pilots

One of the defining aspects of "guts n gunships what it was really like to fly combat helicopters in Vietnam" is
the strong camaraderie among pilots and crew members. The shared experience of facing life-and-death situations
forged lifelong bonds.

Trust and Teamwork in the Skies

Flying a combat helicopter wasn’t a solo endeavor. Pilots worked closely with door gunners, crew chiefs, and
ground forces. Each member played a critical role in the mission’s success and survival. The teamwork extended
beyond the cockpit, fostering a brotherhood bound by shared hardship and mutual respect.

Stories of Heroism and Sacrifice

Many pilots demonstrated incredible bravery, flying into the thick of battle to evacuate wounded soldiers
under fire or provide cover for retreating troops. These acts of heroism often came at great personal risk, with
many helicopter crews paying the ultimate price.

Technological Innovations and Their Impact

The Vietnam War was a testing ground for helicopter technology, and the experiences of pilots shaped future
developments in aviation.

The Evolution of Gunship Helicopters

Early in the war, helicopters were primarily used for troop transport. However, as combat intensified,
modifications transformed these aircraft into lethal gunships. The UH-1 Huey was outfitted with M60 machine
guns, miniguns, and rocket launchers, turning it into a flying fortress.

These innovations increased the survivability of helicopters and provided crucial fire support, but they also
increased the complexity of flying and maintaining these machines under combat conditions.

Advancements in Navigation and Communication

Pilots relied on radio communication to coordinate with ground forces and other aircraft. Over time,



improvements in radio technology and navigation systems enhanced mission effectiveness, especially during
complex operations like search and rescue or coordinated strikes.

The Psychological Impact on Helicopter Pilots

The mental toll of flying combat helicopters in Vietnam was profound. The constant exposure to danger,
witnessing casualties, and the pressures of combat left lasting scars on many pilots.

Stress and Combat Fatigue

Pilots frequently faced multiple missions in a single day, often under extreme stress. The adrenaline rush that
kept them alert could quickly give way to exhaustion and anxiety. Many struggled with what was then called
“combat fatigue,” now understood as post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD).

Life After the War

Returning home was not always easy for helicopter pilots. Many found it difficult to adjust to civilian life
after experiencing the intensity of combat. The bonds formed during the war, however, provided a support
network through veterans’ groups and reunions.

What Modern Pilots Can Learn from Vietnam Combat Helicopter
Experiences

The lessons from Vietnam’s helicopter pilots continue to resonate in today’s military aviation.

Adaptability: Pilots had to quickly adjust to evolving tactics and technologies, a principle still
crucial in modern combat scenarios.

Teamwork: Successful missions depended on close coordination between pilots, crew, and ground forces.

Resilience: The physical and psychological endurance required in Vietnam serves as a benchmark for
training and support programs today.

Innovation: The rapid development of gunship technology and mission strategies highlights the importance
of continuous improvement in military aviation.

Reflecting on "guts n gunships what it was really like to fly combat helicopters in Vietnam" offers a vivid
window into a unique chapter of military history. It reminds us of the courage and sacrifice of those pilots
who braved the skies under fire, shaping the future of aerial combat and leaving a legacy that continues to
inspire.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is 'Guts N Gunships' about?

'Guts N Gunships' is a firsthand account that explores the experiences of pilots who flew combat helicopters
during the Vietnam War, detailing the challenges, dangers, and realities of aerial combat in that era.

Who authored 'Guts N Gunships' and what is their background?

'Guts N Gunships' was written by an experienced combat helicopter pilot who served in Vietnam, providing an
authentic perspective on what it was like to fly missions under hostile conditions.

What types of helicopters are featured in 'Guts N Gunships'?

The book primarily focuses on iconic Vietnam War helicopters such as the Bell UH-1 Huey and the AH-1 Cobra,
discussing their roles and performance in combat situations.

How does 'Guts N Gunships' describe the dangers faced by helicopter pilots in
Vietnam?

The book details constant threats including enemy fire, mechanical failures, challenging terrain, and
unpredictable weather, emphasizing the high-risk nature of helicopter missions during the war.

What insights does 'Guts N Gunships' provide about helicopter combat
tactics in Vietnam?

'Guts N Gunships' offers detailed descriptions of combat strategies such as air assault insertions, close air
support, and medevac operations, highlighting how pilots adapted tactics under fire.

Does 'Guts N Gunships' include personal stories from pilots?

Yes, the book incorporates vivid personal anecdotes and firsthand experiences that bring to life the emotional
and physical challenges faced by helicopter pilots in Vietnam.

What role did helicopters play in the overall Vietnam War strategy
according to 'Guts N Gunships'?

'Guts N Gunships' emphasizes that helicopters were crucial for troop mobility, medical evacuation,
reconnaissance, and fire support, fundamentally changing how ground operations were conducted.

How does 'Guts N Gunships' address the technological limitations of
Vietnam-era helicopters?

The book discusses the limitations such as vulnerability to ground fire, limited armor, and navigation
challenges, while also highlighting innovations developed to improve pilot safety and mission success.

Why is 'Guts N Gunships' considered an important read for understanding
Vietnam War aviation?

'Guts N Gunships' offers an unfiltered, detailed, and personal perspective on helicopter warfare, making it an
invaluable resource for anyone interested in military aviation history and the Vietnam War.



Additional Resources
Guts N Gunships: What It Was Really Like to Fly Combat Helicopters in Vietnam

guts n gunships what it was really like to fly combat helicopters in vietnam is a topic that has fascinated
military historians, aviation enthusiasts, and veterans alike for decades. The Vietnam War marked a pivotal
moment in the use of rotary-wing aircraft in combat, transforming helicopters from mere transport vehicles to
indispensable warfighting platforms. Behind the scenes, the pilots and crew faced daunting challenges that went
far beyond technical skill—requiring immense courage, resilience, and adaptability in an unforgiving environment.
This article delves into the realities of flying combat helicopters in Vietnam, drawing from firsthand accounts,
historical records, and technical insights to paint a comprehensive picture of what it truly meant to be part of
the “guts n gunships” legacy.

The Role of Helicopters in Vietnam Combat Operations

The Vietnam conflict was the first major war where helicopters played a central combat role. Unlike previous
wars where fixed-wing aircraft dominated the skies, Vietnam’s dense jungles and rugged terrain demanded a new
approach to troop mobility and fire support. Helicopters enabled rapid insertion and extraction of troops,
medical evacuation (MEDEVAC), reconnaissance, and close air support. This operational versatility made
helicopters a lifeline for ground forces but also placed their crews in perilous situations.

The UH-1 “Huey” became the iconic symbol of this era, but gunships like the AH-1 Cobra introduced a new level
of firepower and tactical capability. These combat helicopters were equipped with machine guns, rockets, and
grenade launchers, transforming them into flying artillery platforms. The term “guts n gunships” encapsulates
the bravery and raw grit required to pilot these heavily armed but vulnerable aircraft under constant threat
from enemy fire.

Challenges Faced by Helicopter Pilots and Crews

Flying combat helicopters in Vietnam was fraught with danger, not only because of enemy engagement but also
due to environmental and mechanical factors:

Hostile Terrain and Weather: Pilots often maneuvered through dense jungles, mountainous regions, and
unpredictable weather conditions, including heavy monsoons and intense heat, which complicated
navigation and aircraft control.

Enemy Fire and Ambushes: Helicopters were prime targets for anti-aircraft guns, small arms, and surface-
to-air missiles. The risk of being shot down was ever-present, especially during low-altitude missions
supporting ground troops.

Mechanical Reliability: The UH-1 and other helicopters operated in harsh environments, which accelerated
wear and tear. Mechanical failures could be fatal during combat operations, making maintenance and
pilot skill critical.

Psychological Strain: Continuous exposure to combat stress, witnessing casualties, and the
responsibility of saving lives created mental and emotional challenges for pilots and crew members.

Technical Insights: Aircraft and Armament



To understand guts n gunships what it was really like to fly combat helicopters in Vietnam, it’s essential to
examine the machines themselves. The UH-1 Iroquois (“Huey”) was the workhorse of the war, initially
configured as a troop transport but later adapted for armed escort and close air support roles. Its
versatility was unmatched at the time.

The AH-1 Cobra, introduced mid-war, was the first dedicated attack helicopter, designed explicitly for
offensive missions. With a narrower profile and increased speed, it carried a formidable arsenal including a 20mm
cannon, TOW missiles, and rocket pods. This evolution represented a significant leap in helicopter combat
capability.

Pilots had to master not only flying but also weapon systems and coordination with ground forces. The
teamwork between pilots, door gunners, and ground spotters was critical to mission success and survival.

The Experience of Combat Missions

Combat helicopter missions in Vietnam varied widely but often followed certain patterns:

Insertion and Extraction: Helicopters transported troops directly into hostile zones, frequently under1.
fire. Precision flying was necessary to avoid obstacles and minimize exposure.

Close Air Support (CAS): Gunships provided suppressive fire for ground units engaged in firefights. Pilots2.
had to balance aggressive targeting with avoiding friendly fire.

Reconnaissance: Helicopters conducted aerial surveillance to identify enemy positions and movements,3.
often flying low and slow to gather intelligence, increasing vulnerability.

MEDEVAC Operations: Medevac crews risked their lives to evacuate wounded soldiers, often landing in4.
precarious conditions amid ongoing battles.

Each mission demanded split-second decision-making and exceptional flying skills. Pilots described the cockpit as
a “pressure cooker,” where technical proficiency and nerves of steel were indispensable.

Comparative Analysis: Vietnam Helicopter Combat vs. Modern
Warfare

Reflecting on guts n gunships what it was really like to fly combat helicopters in Vietnam highlights stark
contrasts with contemporary rotary-wing warfare. Modern helicopters benefit from advanced avionics,
stealth technologies, and precision-guided munitions, reducing many risks faced by Vietnam-era pilots.

However, the fundamental challenges of low-altitude flying, threat detection, and mission adaptability remain.
The Vietnam experience laid the groundwork for current helicopter tactics and technology, underscoring the
evolution from raw courage and mechanical simplicity to sophisticated systems and integrated battlefield
networks.

Pros and Cons of Helicopter Use in Vietnam Combat

Pros:



Enhanced troop mobility and rapid response capability

Flexible fire support options in difficult terrain

Improved casualty evacuation and medical support

Psychological impact on enemy forces due to rapid deployment

Cons:

High vulnerability to ground fire and environmental hazards

Mechanical limitations and maintenance challenges in jungle conditions

Intense physical and psychological demands on pilots and crews

Dependence on weather and visibility conditions

These factors combined to define the complex reality of helicopter combat operations during the Vietnam War.

Personal Accounts and Legacy

Veterans’ testimonies offer invaluable insight into the lived experience behind the technical and strategic
overview. Many pilots speak of the camaraderie forged under fire, the adrenaline-fueled intensity of each sortie,
and the profound sense of responsibility for the soldiers they carried or supported.

The nickname “guts n gunships” captures not only the physical risks but also the emotional courage required.
These narratives have influenced military doctrine and inspired popular culture, from documentaries to films,
helping preserve the legacy of those who flew into harm’s way.

Ultimately, the story of Vietnam helicopter combat is one of innovation born from necessity, where technology
met human endurance. The lessons learned continue to inform how rotary-wing aircraft are employed in
conflicts worldwide, ensuring that the spirit of “guts n gunships” endures in the annals of military aviation
history.

Guts N Gunships What It Was Really Like To Fly Combat
Helicopters In Vietnam

  guts n gunships what it was really like to fly combat helicopters in vietnam: Guts 'n
Gunships Mark V. Garrison, 2018 Mark Garrison recounts his experiences from being on the short
list for the draft during the Vietnam War, to signing up to be a helicopter pilot, and his tour of duty
with the Crocodiles and Alligators of the 119th Assault Helicopter Company.
  guts n gunships what it was really like to fly combat helicopters in vietnam: Guts 'N
Gunships Mark Garrison, 2015-10 Mark Garrison recounts his experiences from being on the short
list for the draft during the Vietnam War, to signing up to be a helicopter pilot, and his tour of duty
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with the Crocodiles and Alligators of the 119th Assault Helicopter Company.
  guts n gunships what it was really like to fly combat helicopters in vietnam: Flying
Magazine , 1966-11
  guts n gunships what it was really like to fly combat helicopters in vietnam: Combat In
Vietnam Leonia Kaltenhauser, 2021-04-20 The Vietnam War was a long, costly and divisive conflict
that pitted the communist government of North Vietnam against South Vietnam and its principal
ally, the United States. The conflict was intensified by the ongoing Cold War between the United
States and the Soviet Union. This book is a must read if you are to have a realistic understanding of
what flying helicopters in Vietnam combat was all about. The author's Guts 'N Gunships is more than
just another Vietnam flashback. It is a portal which will transport readers to a most painful American
experience. These were definitely goodbye times in America and the author bares his soul with his
narrative. The author reveals how he, his friends and family, like millions of other Americans were
sucked into the Vietnam whirlwind while the nation's leaders wrestled with a domino theory pressed
upon the nation by think tanks tied to the military industrial complex. Guts 'N Gunships follows the
writer's true life story of being on the short list for the draft, and then going all in by signing up for
helicopter pilot training. After just a few months training, he found himself in the mountains of
Vietnam flying Huey helicopters into small holes in the triple canopy jungle. He had been assigned to
duty with the Crocodiles and Alligators of the 119th Assault Helicopter Company, just a few short
miles from the dreaded Ho Chi Minh Trail. His one-year recounting of his numbered days there is
painted with blood, pathos and hilarious incidents, stemming from hard drinking and furious nap of
the earth flying, while the helicopters were blown apart with the pilots and crews in them. Most
uplifting of all is the author's first person accounting of a unit of pilots who saw the American
mission failing but renewed vows among themselves that they would give the enemy no quarter and
would cut no corners in their attempts to bring home alive every American they possibly could. No
one has ever before addressed the American helicopter pilot experience in the way the author does.
  guts n gunships what it was really like to fly combat helicopters in vietnam:
Congressional Record United States. Congress, 1968 The Congressional Record is the official record
of the proceedings and debates of the United States Congress. It is published daily when Congress is
in session. The Congressional Record began publication in 1873. Debates for sessions prior to 1873
are recorded in The Debates and Proceedings in the Congress of the United States (1789-1824), the
Register of Debates in Congress (1824-1837), and the Congressional Globe (1833-1873)
  guts n gunships what it was really like to fly combat helicopters in vietnam: Summary
of Mark Garrison's GUTS 'N GUNSHIPS Everest Media,, 2022-07-21T22:59:00Z Please note: This
is a companion version & not the original book. Sample Book Insights: #1 The helicopter pilot was
flying towards the medical pad at Camp Holloway in Pleiku, Vietnam. He had to handle the radios,
which were constantly filled with unintelligible bullshit. #2 During a mission, I learned that the boy
was alive when we got him back to the medical pad with the others, but I wasn’t in a position to
learn his identity so I don’t know if he made it or not. #3 My first mission in Vietnam was a sensory
overload. I was shocked by the amount of noise and activity that was going on around me, and I was
completely overwhelmed. I thought, This is not how I imagined it at all. #4 I had been a student at
Southern Illinois University in Carbondale, Illinois, a year and a half before I was drafted. I had
applied for a student loan through the Illinois Student Loan Program and was working at a factory
that manufactured oil, air, and gas filters for automobiles. I was ordered to report for duty in just a
few short weeks.
  guts n gunships what it was really like to fly combat helicopters in vietnam: Helicopter
Gunships: Deadly Combat Weapon Systems Wayne Mutza, 2010-09 Helicopter Gunships begins with
the Vietnam War as the ultimate proving ground that first utilized helicopter gunships and saw the
development of other rotary-wing weapons systems as well. It also explores fascinating post-war
programs like the experimental Comanche, Blackhawk, and Apache.
  guts n gunships what it was really like to fly combat helicopters in vietnam: Pucker
Factor 10 James Joyce, 2016-08-24 In 1963...there was no way I could have known, sitting in a



classroom on that beautiful campus in Ohio, that by raising my hand I would be going to war in
Vietnam and that I would see things, hear things and do things that most people cannot
imagine.--James Joyce. The author was drawn into the United States Army through ROTC, and went
through training to fly helicopters in combat over Vietnam. His experiences are notable because he
flew both Huey Slicks and Huey Gunships: the former on defense as he flew troops into battle, and
the latter on offense as he took the battle to the enemy. Through this book, the author relives his
experiences flying and fighting, with special attention given to his and other pilots' day-to-day
lives--such as the smoke bombing of Disneyland, the nickname given to a United States
Army-sponsored compound for prostitution. Some of the pilots Joyce served with survived the war
and went on to have careers with commercial airlines, and many were killed.
  guts n gunships what it was really like to fly combat helicopters in vietnam: Shoulda
Played the Flute Richard Elgin, 2015-12-11 Shoulda Played the Flute is a memoir about the
author's adventure in Army Aviation (1968-1971), including a year flying combat missions in
Vietnam. Raised in the rural Midwest, the book describes Dick's path to joining the Army and
becoming a helicopter pilot. As thousands of other young men did (some as young as 18), Dick went
through rotary wing flight school as a Warrant Office Candidate (WOC). Each WOC had his own
story of how he sought out and volunteered for one of the most dangerous missions of the War, the
combat helicopter pilot. Most had failed lives or unfulfilled expectations, so, in their late teens,
volunteered for Army flight school. They had no idea how drastically and quickly they would grow
up. In the coming two years of flight school and flying combat missions in Vietnam, most would age
about 10 years (if they came home). These relative youngsters were given unbelievable
responsibilities in unpredictable circumstances, often against long odds. They responded with
courage and usually without recognition, but they earned the respect of every grunt and ground
commander who ever served in the field. This is the story of one such Army Aviator.Once in Vietnam,
Dick and a group of his flight school classmates (Class 69-5) were assigned to the Americal Division
in Chu Lai. Not all would return home. Within the Americal he was assigned to the 196th Light
Infantry Brigade and flew the OH-6A Light Observation Helicopter, or LOH, living and flying off of
LZ Baldy (south of Danang). As a 196th Charger LOH driver he flew probably the widest variety of
missions of all LOH pilots in Vietnam. Through vignettes Dick describes these mission, sometimes
mixed with Army Aviator black humor. Late in his tour Dick transferred to A Company, 123rd
Aviation Battalion, the Pelicans, flying off of Ky Ha in Chu Lai. There he became an Aircraft
Commander in the iconic UH-1 Huey. Dick's story doesn't end with the day he returns to The World.
He concludes the book with his observations about Vietnam Veterans, PTSD, his proud Life
Membership in the Vietnam Helicopter Pilots Association (VHPA), a very interesting piece about his
2011 return trip to Vietnam and a chance meeting with a former Viet Cong foe (at LZ Baldy), and a
closing piece expressing his views of the tragedy of the Vietnam War.This book will interest anyone
involved with aviation during the Vietnam era and will appeal to those with family members who
served in Vietnam. They will get a first-person account and perspective about the War. Dick explains
that the main reason he wrote this memoir is so his kids and grandkids and the family members of
other helicopter pilots will have a better understanding of the rigors of flight school and the risks
and sacrifices of those who flew helicopters in Vietnam.This Vietnam memoir is different in that Dick
has studied the history of the Vietnam War. His being an amateur Vietnam historian is evident with
his use of Endnotes. They are interesting historical footnotes about the War and bring great
perspective and a pause to his story. Very well written, Dick's writing style flows. The story moves, is
interesting and engaging. Unlike some other Vietnam memoirs, you get the sense that his vignettes
are not embellished. With Dick's self-deprecating style and humor you will chuckle while reading
about some of his experiences (and saddened by others). The book is richly illustrated with six maps,
65 photos and four appendices.Oh, the book title you wonder. Dick played the flute in his high school
band. While in Basic Training at Ft. Polk, LA the post band director made him an offer: He could
fulfill his Army obligation right there, playing the flute in the Ft. Polk Army Band. He declined,
opting to fly helicopters in Vietnam to protect the free world from the spread of communism. There



were missions in Vietnam when Dick remembered the offer!!!!! Hence, Shoulda Played the Flute.
  guts n gunships what it was really like to fly combat helicopters in vietnam: Rattler
One-seven Chuck Gross, 2004 Rattler One-Seven puts you in the helicopter seat, to see the war in
Vietnam through the eyes of an inexperienced pilot as he transforms himself into a seasoned combat
veteran. When Chuck Gross left for Vietnam in 1970, he was a nineteen-year-old army helicopter
pilot fresh out of flight school. He spent his entire Vietnam tour with the 71st Assault Helicopter
Company flying UH-1 Huey helicopters. Soon after the war he wrote down his adventures, while his
memory was still fresh with the events. Rattler One-Seven (his call sign) is written as Gross
experienced it, using these notes along with letters written home to accurately preserve the mindset
he had while in Vietnam. secret teams into Laos. He notes that Americans were left behind alive in
Laos, when official policy at home stated that U.S. forces were never there. He also participated in
Lam Son 719, a misbegotten attempt by the ARVN to assault and cut the Ho Chi Minh Trail with U.S.
Army helicopter support. It was the largest airmobile campaign of the war and marked the first time
that the helicopter was used in mid-intensity combat, with disastrous results. Pilots in their early
twenties, with young gunners and a Huey full of ARVN soldiers, took on experienced North
Vietnamese antiaircraft artillery gunners, with no meaningful intelligence briefings or a rational plan
on how to cut the Trail. aircraft sustained combat damage. Gross himself was shot down and left in
the field during one assault. Rattler One-Seven will appeal to those interested in the Vietnam War
and to all armed forces, especially aviators, who have served for their country.
  guts n gunships what it was really like to fly combat helicopters in vietnam: Vietnam: a
Tale of Two Tours (B/W Version) James Mooney, 2018-02-25 A U.S. Army helicopter pilot's candid
first-hand account of his Vietnam experience to include photos he took. This non-color book includes
a prelude to explain the pilots and their training as well as a section to help the reader better
understand the operating characteristics and limitations of the helicopters used in the war. The main
body of the book is the author's first hand account of the Vietnam War as he experienced it in the air
and on the ground at the height of US involvement and then again when he returned for a second
tour of duty at the very end of the war. It is a non-political description of what life was really like for
him and others who served in Vietnam. There is no embellishment or any second-hand stories from
anyone else about their experiences in Vietnam. The author describes a first tour in the Central
Highlands supporting an Infantry Division as a pilot in an Assault Helicopter Company flying the
UH-1H (Huey) and later during his first tour as an OH-6A Light Observation Helicopter (LOH) pilot
assigned to an Infantry Brigade. The book includes a description of combat assaults, the Cambodian
Invasion, ground an air tactics, people he met and worked with, helicopter operations, rescues,
combat in the air and on the ground, leadership, unit life and living at four different locations,
everyday camp life and conditions, as well as many vignettes as to things both good and bad he
witnessed during his first tour. The author continues his book with a history of his second tour
around Saigon while assigned to an Air Cavalry Troop and how much the war and other things had
changed from his first tour. Events recounted include the Air Cavalry Troop mission and life at Bien
Hoa, the cease fire and post-cease fire support missions, moving to Saigon and experiences living
there, meeting his former enemy, the prisoner of war exchange, being shot down after the cease fire
began, and being on the final flight out of combat troops that closed out the war for America. He
closes with his overall reflections on his wartime service. A must for those who want to know what it
was really like to be there without the hype, politics, or hidden agenda that usually is part of any
Vietnam War story.
  guts n gunships what it was really like to fly combat helicopters in vietnam: A Cobra
Pilot in Vietnam Ira McComic, 2015-05-09 A Cobra Pilot in Vietnam: True Tales and Otherwise is a
collection of narrative episodes from Ira McComic, an Army AH-1 Cobra helicopter gunship pilot and
fire team leader who served with the 235th Aerial Weapons Company (the Delta Devils) in Vietnam.
These firsthand accounts range from the tragically true to ones that reflect a tradition among those
aviators whose philosophy is expressed as Why bother to tell a story unless you can improve it? A
person who was curious once asked a Cobra pilot what it was like to fly these gunships in Vietnam,



and he replied, I got to fly around, shoot up things, and camp out a lot. What was there not to like? It
was another Cobra pilot who supplied the answer to that question: All the other stuff. The reality of
being a gunship pilot in Vietnam was contrary to a dime-novel notion of a shoot-em-up aerial
gunslinger, and if you're curious about what it was like to fly Cobra helicopter gunships in Vietnam,
ride along with A Cobra Pilot in Vietnam: True Tales and Otherwise.
  guts n gunships what it was really like to fly combat helicopters in vietnam: Vietnam: a
Tale of Two Tours James Mooney, 2018-02-25 A U.S. Army helicopter pilot's candid first-hand
account and photos of his Vietnam experience in the air and on the ground at the height of US troop
strenth and then again when he returned for a second tour of duty at the very end of the war. It is a
non-political description of what life was really like for him and others who served in Vietnam. There
is no embellishment or any second-hand stories from anyone else about their experiences in
Vietnam. The author describes a first tour in the Central Highlands supporting an Infantry Division
as a pilot in an Assault Helicopter Company flying the UH-1H (Huey) and later during his first tour
as an OH-6A Light Observation Helicopter (LOH) pilot assigned to an Infantry Brigade. The book
includes a description of combat assaults, the Cambodian Invasion, ground an air tactics, people he
met and worked with, helicopter operations, rescues, combat in the air and on the ground,
leadership, unit life and living at four different locations, everyday camp life and conditions, as well
as many vignettes as to things both good and bad he witnessed during his first tour. The author
continues his book with a history of his second tour around Saigon while assigned to an Air Cavalry
Troop and how much the war and other things had changed from his first tour. Events recounted
include the Air Cavalry Troop mission and life at Bien Hoa, the cease fire and post-cease fire support
missions, moving to Saigon and experiences living there, meeting his former enemy, the prisoner of
war exchange, being shot down after the cease fire began, and being on the final flight out of
combat troops that closed out the war for America. He closes with his overall reflections on his
wartime service. A must for those who want to know what it was really like to be there without the
hype, politics, or hidden agenda that usually is part of any Vietnam War story.
  guts n gunships what it was really like to fly combat helicopters in vietnam: Vietnam: A
Tale of Two Tours James C. Mooney Jr, 2018-03-17 A U.S. Army helicopter pilot's candid first-hand
account and photos of his Vietnam experience in the air and on the ground at the height of US troop
strength and then again when he returned for a second tour of duty at the very end of the war. It is a
non-political description of what life was really like for him and others who served in Vietnam. There
is no embellishment or any second-hand stories from anyone else about their experiences in
Vietnam. The author describes a first tour in the Central Highlands supporting an Infantry Division
as a pilot in an Assault Helicopter Company flying the UH-1H (Huey) and later during his first tour
as an OH-6A Light Observation Helicopter (LOH) pilot assigned to an Infantry Brigade. The book
includes a description of combat assaults, the Cambodian Invasion, ground an air tactics, people he
met and worked with, helicopter operations, rescues, combat in the air and on the ground,
leadership, unit life and living at four different locations, everyday camp life and conditions, as well
as many vignettes as to things both good and bad he witnessed during his first tour. The author
continues his book with a history of his second tour around Saigon while assigned to an Air Cavalry
Troop and how much the war and other things had changed from his first tour. Events recounted
include the Air Cavalry Troop mission and life at Bien Hoa, the cease fire and post-cease fire support
missions, moving to Saigon and experiences living there, meeting his former enemy, the prisoner of
war exchange, being shot down after the cease fire began, and being on the final flight out of
combat troops that closed out the war for America. He closes with his overall reflections on his
wartime service. A must for those who want to know what it was really like to be there without the
hype, politics, or hidden agenda that usually is part of any Vietnam War story.
  guts n gunships what it was really like to fly combat helicopters in vietnam: Pucker
Factor 10 James Joyce, 2009-07-01 In 1963 ... there was no way I could have known, sitting in a
classroom on that beautiful campus in Ohio, that by raising my hand I would be going to war in
Vietnam and that I would see things, hear things and do things that most people cannot



imagine.--James Joyce. The author entered the United States Army through ROTC, and trained to fly
helicopters in combat over Vietnam. He flew both Huey Slicks and Huey Gunships: the former on
defense flying troops into battle, and the latter in taking the battle to the enemy. Here he relives his
experiences flying and fighting, with special attention given to pilots' day-to-day lives. This entry
refers to the LARGE PRINT edition. For the standard edition please see ISBN 978-0-7864-1557-1.
  guts n gunships what it was really like to fly combat helicopters in vietnam: The
Adventures of a Helicopter Pilot Bill Collier, 2014-09-08 This is a spellbinding, firsthand account
of what it was like to pilot a Marine Corps H-34 helicopter in combat during The Helicopter War in
Vietnam. As a brand-new United States Naval Aviator with a mere 187.5 hours of helicopter flight
experience, Second Lieutenant Bill Collier had many exciting adventures. Many were just a bit too
exciting, some were horrific and a few were terrifying. This is the true story of his experiences
during his 13 months in the war. Bill watched friends die violently and stood many times eye-to-eye
and toe-to-toe with Death itself. Each time, Death flinched.
  guts n gunships what it was really like to fly combat helicopters in vietnam: A Pilot's Tale
- Flying Helicopters in Vietnam William Heilman, 2008-04-01 The 60's were a time of turmoil. A war
was raging in Southeast Asia and across the country on college campuses, protests against the war
were shutting down classes. The country was divided. The author recounts stories about becoming a
helicopter pilot and flying two tours of duty in Vietnam during this period.
  guts n gunships what it was really like to fly combat helicopters in vietnam: Phoenix 13
Darryl James, 2020-12-02 “An informative and colorful memoir about the role that observation
helicopters played during the Vietnam War . . . Phoenix 13 delivers.” —The VVA Veteran A collection
of war stories closely based on the author’s experiences flying scout/observation helicopters in
Vietnam. Storytelling was a daily evening occurrence for the solo scout pilots. These stories, called
“TINS,” an irreverent pilot acronym for “this is no shit,” allowed the solo pilots to learn from each
other’s experiences and mistakes. The TINS within this collection reveal the brotherhood that
developed between pilots and their crew chiefs in combat. The solo pilots relied on their courage,
swapping stories and a bit of luck to survive. “A compelling collection of Vietnam helicopter true
stories about the aviators in Americal Division’s Artillery Aviation Section in ’68 and ’69. Flying
alone, the scout pilots told their exploits to each other daily to learn and to survive from their
collective experiences. Hazardous missions are intermixed with occasional humorous details of their
off-duty shenanigans. The stories describe the brotherhood that develops between soldiers during
combat. From these stories, the author, a decorated former Army aviator, describes his journey
through Armor school, flight school and Vietnam.” —General Tommy Franks (Ret), Former
Commander in Chief, United States Central Command “A very enjoyable read. Those of us who were
there will thoroughly enjoy it, and those who weren’t will learn more about what we did in Vietnam.”
—The VHPA Aviator
  guts n gunships what it was really like to fly combat helicopters in vietnam: Fire from
the Sky Richard C Knott, 2016-02-15 Fire from the Sky is the first complete history of the most
decorated Navy squadron of the Vietnam War. Richard C. Knott tells the dramatic history of the
HAL-3 Seawolves, the U.S. Navy's first and only helicopter gunship squadron of the Vietnam War.
The squadron was established “in country” to support the fast, pugnacious river patrol boats of the
brown water navy. Flying combat-worn Hueys borrowed from the Army, the mission of the
Seawolves quickly expanded to include rapid response air support to any friendly force in the Delta
needing immediate assistance. The Seawolves inserted SEALs deep into enemy territory, and
extracted them, often despite savage enemy opposition. They rescued friendly combatants from
almost certain capture or death, and evacuated the wounded when Medevac helicopters were not
available.
  guts n gunships what it was really like to fly combat helicopters in vietnam: Snake Pilot
Randy R. Zahn, 2003 Flies the reader into combat with the same elite air cavalry unit portrayed in
the film Apocalypse Now
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