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gorgias and the new sophistic rhetoric rhetorical philosophy and theory offer
a fascinating window into the evolution of persuasion, language, and
philosophy in ancient Greece. Gorgias, one of the most influential sophists
of the fifth century BCE, not only revolutionized the art of rhetoric but
also laid the groundwork for what scholars now call the New Sophistic
movement. This shift in rhetorical philosophy and theory challenged
traditional views of truth and communication, emphasizing the power of
language and style over fixed realities. In this article, we’ll explore
Gorgias’s contributions, the core principles of New Sophistic rhetoric, and
how this legacy continues to influence contemporary rhetorical thought.

Understanding Gorgias: The Pioneer of Sophistic
Rhetoric

Gorgias of Leontini was a trailblazer in the world of ancient rhetoric.
Unlike earlier philosophers who sought absolute truths, Gorgias embraced a
more relativistic and performative approach to language. His work
demonstrated that rhetoric was not merely about conveying facts but about
persuading an audience through style, emotion, and clever argumentation.

Who Was Gorgias?

Gorgias was a Greek sophist and rhetorician active around 485–380 BCE. He
traveled widely, teaching rhetoric as an art form. His reputation rested on
his ability to craft powerful speeches that could sway public opinion,
regardless of the speaker's actual knowledge of a subject. This emphasis on
rhetorical skill rather than factual content marked a significant departure
from the philosophical traditions of his time.

Key Contributions to Rhetorical Philosophy

- **Skepticism about absolute truth:** Gorgias famously argued that nothing
exists; even if something did exist, it couldn’t be known; and even if it
could be known, it couldn’t be communicated. This radical skepticism
challenged the notion of objective reality and underscored the power of
language as a tool for shaping perception.

- **Emphasis on style and persuasion:** He believed that the form and
delivery of speech were as important as the content. His use of paradox,
metaphor, and rhythmic language demonstrated how rhetoric could captivate and
manipulate audiences.

- **Rhetoric as a form of power:** For Gorgias, rhetoric was not just
communication—it was an instrument of influence and control, capable of
constructing realities rather than merely describing them.



The New Sophistic Movement: Rhetoric Reimagined

The New Sophistic rhetoric movement emerged as a continuation and expansion
of the ideas pioneered by Gorgias and other sophists. This movement placed
renewed focus on the performative and relativistic aspects of language,
pushing rhetorical philosophy into new, sometimes controversial, territories.

What Is New Sophistic Rhetoric?

New Sophistic rhetoric refers to the body of rhetorical theory that
reinterprets classical sophistic ideas through a modern lens. It challenges
traditional Aristotelian rhetoric, which centers on ethos, pathos, and logos,
by highlighting the fluidity of meaning, the indeterminacy of language, and
the social construction of truth.

Core Principles of New Sophistic Rhetorical
Philosophy

1. **Relativism and Constructivism:** Meaning is not fixed; it is shaped by
cultural, social, and linguistic contexts. Rhetoric, therefore, constructs
realities rather than merely reflecting them.

2. **Performance Over Content:** The success of communication depends more on
delivery, style, and audience engagement than on objective facts.

3. **Power Dynamics in Language:** Language is a tool embedded in power
relations. Mastery of rhetoric equates to mastery over social and political
influence.

4. **Interdisciplinary Approach:** New Sophistic rhetoric intersects with
philosophy, linguistics, cultural studies, and critical theory, broadening
its scope beyond traditional rhetorical analysis.

Gorgias’s Influence on New Sophistic Rhetoric
and Modern Thought

Gorgias’s pioneering ideas resonate strongly within the New Sophistic
framework. His skepticism about absolute knowledge and emphasis on the
persuasive power of language paved the way for later theorists who questioned
the stability of meaning and the objectivity of truth.

The Legacy of Gorgian Thought in Contemporary
Rhetoric

Many modern rhetorical theorists and philosophers have drawn inspiration from
Gorgias. For instance, postmodern thinkers who emphasize the fluidity of
language and the role of discourse in constructing social realities echo
Gorgias’s skepticism and performative focus.



Applications of Gorgian and New Sophistic Principles
Today

- **Political communication:** Politicians often use stylistic devices to
sway voters, highlighting the importance of delivery and emotional appeal
over factual accuracy.

- **Marketing and advertising:** The art of persuasion in brands relies
heavily on storytelling, metaphor, and audience engagement, reflecting New
Sophistic ideas.

- **Legal rhetoric:** Lawyers craft arguments that persuade judges and
juries, sometimes prioritizing emotive appeal and narrative coherence over
objective facts.

Challenges and Critiques of New Sophistic
Rhetoric

While the New Sophistic approach to rhetoric offers fresh perspectives, it is
not without controversy. Critics argue that its relativistic stance can lead
to cynicism, undermining the pursuit of truth and ethical communication.

Ethical Implications

If all meaning is constructed and rhetoric is primarily a tool of power,
questions arise about the ethical responsibility of rhetoricians. Can
persuasion be justified if it distorts truth or manipulates audiences?

Balancing Skepticism and Responsibility

Many scholars advocate for a balanced approach that recognizes the power of
rhetoric while also upholding commitments to honesty and integrity. This
tension is central to ongoing debates about the role of rhetoric in society.

Tips for Applying Gorgias and New Sophistic
Rhetoric in Practice

Understanding the nuances of Gorgias’s philosophy and New Sophistic rhetoric
can enhance your communication skills in various contexts. Here are some
practical tips:

Focus on audience engagement: Tailor your language and style to resonate
emotionally and intellectually with your listeners.

Use rhetorical devices strategically: Employ metaphor, paradox, and
rhythm to make your message memorable and persuasive.



Be mindful of ethical boundaries: Strive to persuade without misleading
or manipulating your audience unfairly.

Embrace adaptability: Recognize that meanings shift across contexts and
adjust your communication accordingly.

The Enduring Importance of Gorgias and the New
Sophistic Rhetoric

Exploring gorgias and the new sophistic rhetoric rhetorical philosophy and
theory reveals a rich tradition that continues to shape how we think about
language, persuasion, and truth. Far from being relics of the past, these
ideas challenge us to reconsider the power dynamics embedded in every act of
communication. Whether in politics, media, or everyday conversations, the
legacy of Gorgias and the New Sophistic movement invites us to reflect on the
art of rhetoric as a vital, dynamic force in human interaction.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Gorgias and what role did he play in the New
Sophistic movement?

Gorgias was a preeminent Greek sophist and rhetorician of the 5th century
BCE, often regarded as one of the founders of the New Sophistic rhetoric. He
emphasized the power of persuasive language and stylistic excellence,
influencing rhetorical philosophy by challenging traditional notions of truth
and knowledge through his paradoxical and theatrical speeches.

What distinguishes New Sophistic rhetoric from
classical rhetoric?

New Sophistic rhetoric, as exemplified by figures like Gorgias, focuses on
the art of persuasion through stylistic flourish, emotional appeal, and
relativistic approaches to truth, contrasting with classical rhetoric which
emphasizes logical argumentation, ethical persuasion, and objective truth.
The New Sophists highlighted the performative and subjective aspects of
language.

How did Gorgias’ rhetorical philosophy contribute to
the development of rhetorical theory?

Gorgias contributed to rhetorical theory by introducing the idea that
language can create realities and illusions, famously arguing that nothing
exists or if it does, it cannot be communicated. His emphasis on paradox,
stylistic devices, and the power of speech shaped later rhetorical thought,
encouraging skepticism about absolute truth and highlighting rhetoric’s role
in shaping perception.



What are some key rhetorical techniques associated
with Gorgias and the New Sophistic rhetoricians?

Key rhetorical techniques include use of paradox, antithesis, rhetorical
questions, elaborate metaphors, and rhythmic prose. Gorgias, for instance,
employed antithesis and repetition to create memorable and persuasive
speeches that appealed to emotion and imagination, demonstrating the
performative and aesthetic dimensions of rhetoric.

Why is the study of Gorgias and New Sophistic
rhetoric still relevant in contemporary rhetorical
philosophy?

Studying Gorgias and the New Sophistic rhetoric remains relevant because it
challenges modern assumptions about objective truth and highlights the power
of language to shape reality, perception, and social relations. Their
insights into the performative and constructed nature of discourse inform
contemporary theories in rhetoric, communication, and postmodern philosophy.

Additional Resources
Gorgias and the New Sophistic Rhetoric: Rhetorical Philosophy and Theory
Explored

gorgias and the new sophistic rhetoric rhetorical philosophy and theory
represent a pivotal chapter in the evolution of Western rhetorical thought.
Gorgias of Leontini, a preeminent figure of the classical sophistic movement,
is often credited with reshaping the boundaries of rhetoric, philosophy, and
persuasion. His contributions, set against the backdrop of the New Sophistic
movement, challenge conventional understandings of language, truth, and
reality, thus influencing both ancient and contemporary rhetorical theory.
This article delves into the nuances of Gorgias’s rhetorical philosophy,
examining how the New Sophistic rhetoric redefined discourse, and what
implications this holds for modern rhetorical studies.

Understanding Gorgias and the New Sophistic
Movement

The New Sophistic rhetoric, emerging in the 5th century BCE, marked a
departure from the traditional, Platonic idealism dominant in earlier
philosophical inquiry. Gorgias, alongside contemporaries such as Protagoras
and Hippias, spearheaded this movement, emphasizing the power of language as
a tool not merely for conveying truth but for crafting persuasive realities.
Unlike the Old Sophists who focused more on ethical and political
instruction, the New Sophists, with Gorgias at the forefront, embraced
rhetoric as an art form centered on linguistic prowess and stylistic
elegance.

Gorgias’s rhetorical philosophy is most famously encapsulated in his treatise
"On the Non-Existent" (also known as "On Nature"), where he provocatively
argues that nothing exists, and if it did, it could not be known or
communicated. This radical skepticism destabilizes traditional metaphysics,
positioning rhetoric as the primary means through which humans engage with



the world. Such a stance foregrounds the performative and constructive
capacities of language, a hallmark of New Sophistic rhetoric.

Core Tenets of Gorgias’s Rhetorical Philosophy

At the heart of Gorgias’s theoretical framework lies a few groundbreaking
propositions:

Radical Skepticism: Gorgias’s assertion that reality is unknowable
challenges the assumption that rhetoric should aim at conveying
objective truth.

Power of Persuasion: Language is not merely descriptive but
performative; it shapes perception and belief through stylistic mastery.

Emphasis on Style and Delivery: For Gorgias, how something is said
outweighs the inherent truth of what is said, foregrounding the
aesthetics of speech.

Relativism: Truth and morality are seen as constructs influenced by
context and rhetoric rather than fixed absolutes.

These elements collectively situate Gorgias’s rhetoric within a philosophical
framework that is less about discovering universal truths and more about the
strategic deployment of language in social and political arenas.

Comparing Gorgian Rhetoric with Classical and
Modern Theories

To appreciate the distinctiveness of Gorgias and the New Sophistic rhetoric,
it is instructive to contrast their approach with classical rhetorical
theory, notably that of Aristotle, and with modern rhetorical perspectives.

Aristotle’s rhetoric, developed slightly later, emphasizes rhetoric as “the
faculty of observing in any given case the available means of persuasion.”
Though Aristotle acknowledges style and emotional appeal (pathos), he anchors
rhetoric firmly within the pursuit of truth and practical reasoning (logos).
In contrast, Gorgias’s skepticism about truth and his prioritization of style
suggest a more relativistic and performative orientation.

In modern rhetorical theory, especially in postmodern and deconstructionist
approaches, echoes of Gorgias’s philosophy can be discerned. Contemporary
rhetoricians recognize language as unstable and meaning as
contingent—concepts that Gorgias anticipated centuries earlier. However,
unlike some modern theories that seek emancipation through rhetoric,
Gorgias’s work is often interpreted as highlighting rhetoric’s potential for
manipulation and illusion.



The Influence of Gorgias on Contemporary Rhetorical
Studies

Gorgias’s contributions continue to reverberate in contemporary debates
around language, power, and knowledge. His radical skepticism prefigures the
poststructuralist critique of metanarratives, while his focus on persuading
audiences through style resonates with communication theories emphasizing
audience reception and performativity.

Moreover, scholars investigating the role of rhetoric in politics, media, and
culture find Gorgias’s insights invaluable for understanding how discourse
constructs realities and identities. His work invites ongoing reflection on
ethical considerations in rhetorical practice, especially concerning the
balance between persuasion and truthfulness.

Key Features of the New Sophistic Rhetoric
Beyond Gorgias

While Gorgias is a central figure, the New Sophistic rhetoric encompasses a
broader set of characteristics that distinguish it from earlier sophistic
traditions and classical rhetoric:

Relativistic Epistemology: Truth is not absolute but contingent on
perspective and linguistic framing.

Emphasis on Audience: Effective rhetoric requires understanding and
adapting to audience psychology and expectations.

Use of Paradox and Wit: Sophists often employed paradoxical statements
and clever arguments to unsettle assumptions.

Rhetoric as an Art Form: The aesthetic and performative aspects of
speech are as crucial as logical content.

Pragmatic Orientation: Rhetoric serves practical ends, such as political
influence, legal advocacy, and social negotiation.

These features underscore the transformative nature of the New Sophistic
rhetoric, positioning it as a precursor to modern rhetorical and
philosophical inquiries into language and meaning.

Critiques and Challenges of Gorgian and New Sophistic
Rhetoric

Despite its innovative contributions, the New Sophistic rhetoric—and
Gorgias’s ideas in particular—have attracted considerable criticism, both
historically and in modern scholarship.

Critics argue that the emphasis on persuasion over truth risks fostering
relativism and cynicism, potentially undermining ethical standards in



discourse. Plato famously disparaged the sophists, portraying them as
manipulators of opinion rather than seekers of wisdom. This critique
highlights a tension between rhetoric as an art of persuasion and as a means
of genuine knowledge transmission.

From a contemporary standpoint, some scholars caution against uncritical
acceptance of extreme skepticism, noting that while language shapes reality,
it does not wholly determine it. The challenge lies in navigating the balance
between recognizing rhetoric’s power and maintaining commitments to truth and
ethical communication.

Implications for Rhetorical Theory and Practice
Today

The legacy of Gorgias and the New Sophistic rhetoric extends into present-day
explorations of discourse ethics, media studies, and communication
strategies. Understanding their rhetorical philosophy enriches the toolkit of
scholars and practitioners by:

Encouraging critical awareness of how language constructs social
realities.

Highlighting the importance of style, delivery, and audience engagement
in effective communication.

Offering a framework for analyzing political rhetoric, propaganda, and
media narratives.

Inviting reflection on the ethical dimensions of persuasion and the
responsibilities of rhetors.

Incorporating Gorgian insights allows modern rhetoric to grapple more deeply
with the complexities of meaning, power, and influence in a media-saturated
world.

The exploration of Gorgias and the new sophistic rhetoric rhetorical
philosophy and theory thus opens a dynamic dialogue between ancient
skepticism and modern rhetorical inquiry, reminding us that the art of
persuasion remains as vital—and as contested—today as it was over two
millennia ago.

Gorgias And The New Sophistic Rhetoric Rhetorical
Philosophy And Theory

  gorgias and the new sophistic rhetoric rhetorical philosophy and theory: Gorgias and
the New Sophistic Rhetoric Bruce McComiskey, 2002-01-31 In Gorgias and the New Sophistic
Rhetoric, Bruce McComiskey achieves three rhetorical goals: he treats a single sophist's rhetorical
technê (art) in the context of the intellectual upheavals of fifth-century bce Greece, thus avoiding the
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problem of generalizing about a disparate group of individuals; he argues that we must abandon
Platonic assumptions regarding the sophists in general and Gorgias in particular, opting instead for
a holistic reading of the Gorgianic fragments; and he reexamines the practice of appropriating
sophistic doctrines, particularly those of Gorgias, in light of the new interpretation of Gorgianic
rhetoric offered in this book. In the first two chapters, McComiskey deals with a misconception
based on selective and Platonic readings of the extant fragments: that Gorgias's rhetorical technê
involves the deceptive practice of manipulating public opinion. This popular and ultimately
misleading interpretation of Gorgianic doctrines has been the basis for many neosophistic
appropriations. The final three chapters deal with the nature and scope of neosophistic rhetoric in
light of the non-Platonic and holistic interpretation of Gorgianic rhetoric McComiskey postulates in
his opening chapters. He concludes by examining the future of communication studies to discover
what roles neosophistic doctrines might play in the twenty-first century. McComiskey also provides a
selective bibliography of scholarship on sophistic rhetoric and philosophy in English since 1900.
  gorgias and the new sophistic rhetoric rhetorical philosophy and theory: Jean Baudrillard
Brian Gogan, 2017-11 This work is the first book-length treatment of Jean Baudrillard as a rhetorical
theorist--
  gorgias and the new sophistic rhetoric rhetorical philosophy and theory: Where Writing
Begins: A Postmodern Reconstruction (Rhetorical Philosophy and Theory) Michael Carter, 2003
  gorgias and the new sophistic rhetoric rhetorical philosophy and theory: Augustine's
Theology of Preaching Peter T. Sanlon, 2014-07-01 Scholarship has painted many pictures of
Augustinethe philosophical theologian, the refuter of heresy, or contributor to doctrines like Original
Sinbut the picture of Augustine as preacher, says Sanlon, has been seriously neglected. When
academics marginalize the Sermones ad Populum, the real Augustine is not presented accurately. In
this study, Sanlon does more, however, than rehabilitate a neglected view of Augustine. How do the
theological convictions that Augustine brought to his preaching challenge, sustain, or shape our
work today? By presenting Augustine's thought on preaching to contemporary readers Sanlon
contributes a major new piece to the ongoing reconsideration of preaching in the modern day, a
consideration that is relevant to all branches of the twenty-first century church.
  gorgias and the new sophistic rhetoric rhetorical philosophy and theory: Gorgias,
Sophist and Artist Scott Porter Consigny, 2001 Aristophanes depicted him as a barbaric sycophant,
Plato as a shallow opportunist, and Aristotle as an inept stylist, but the Greek teacher of rhetoric
Gorgias of Leontini (483-375 BCE) has been again attracting attention from scholars. Consigny
(English, Iowa State U.) articulates a coherent account of the enigmatic thinker and writer.
Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
  gorgias and the new sophistic rhetoric rhetorical philosophy and theory: The Oxford
Handbook of Rhetorical Studies Michael John MacDonald, 2017 Featuring roughly sixty specially
commissioned essays by an international cast of leading rhetoric experts from North America,
Europe, and Great Britain, the Handbook will offer readers a comprehensive topical and historical
survey of the theory and practice of rhetoric from ancient Greece and Rome through the Middle
Ages and Enlightenment up to the present day.
  gorgias and the new sophistic rhetoric rhetorical philosophy and theory: Rhetorical
Citizenship and Public Deliberation Christian Kock, Lisa S. Villadsen, 2012 A collection of essays
examining citizenship as a discursive phenomenon, in the sense that important civic functions take
place in deliberation among citizens and that discourse is not prefatory to real action but in many
ways constitutive of civic engagement--Provided by publisher.
  gorgias and the new sophistic rhetoric rhetorical philosophy and theory: A Companion
to Greek Rhetoric Ian Worthington, 2010-01-11 This complete guide to ancient Greek rhetoric is
exceptional both in its chronological range and the breadth of topics it covers. Traces the rise of
rhetoric and its uses from Homer to Byzantium Covers wider-ranging topics such as rhetoric's
relationship to knowledge, ethics, religion, law, and emotion Incorporates new material giving us
fresh insights into how the Greeks saw and used rhetoric Discusses the idea of rhetoric and



examines the status of rhetoric studies, present and future All quotations from ancient sources are
translated into English
  gorgias and the new sophistic rhetoric rhetorical philosophy and theory: The Present
State of Scholarship in the History of Rhetoric Lynée Lewis Gaillet, Winifred Bryan Horner,
2010-03-15 Through two previous editions, The Present State of Scholarship in Historical and
Contemporary Rhetoric has not only introduced new scholars to interdisciplinary research but also
become a standard research tool in a number of fields and pointed the way toward future study.
Adopting research methodologies of revision and recovery, this latest edition includes all new
material while still following the format of the original and is constructed around bibliographical
surveys of both primary and secondary works addressing the Classical, Medieval, Renaissance, and
eighteenth through twentieth century periods within the history of rhetoric. The Present State of
Scholarship in the History of Rhetoric doesn’t simply update but rather recasts study in the history
of rhetoric. The authors—experienced and well-known scholars in their respective fields—redefine
existing strands of rhetorical study within the periods, expand the scope of rhetorical engagement,
and include additional figures and their works. The globalization and expansion of rhetoric are
demonstrated in each of these parts and seen clearly in the inclusion of more female rhetors,
discussions of historical and contemporary electronic resources, and examinations of rhetorical
practices falling outside the academy and the traditional canon. New to this edition is a cumulative
review of twentieth-century rhetoric along with a thematic index designed to facilitate
interdisciplinary or specialized study and scholarly research across the traditional historical periods.
As programs incorporating rhetorical studies continue to expand at the university level, students and
researchers are in need of up-to-date bibliographical resources. No other work matches the scope
and approach of The Present State of Scholarship in the History of Rhetoric, which carries
scholarship on rhetoric into the twenty-first century.
  gorgias and the new sophistic rhetoric rhetorical philosophy and theory: Introduction to
Rhetorical Theory Gerard A. Hauser, 2002-02-08 In this highly accessible new edition, Hauser
systematically provides a humanistic account of what transpires when people communicate for some
purpose. His masterful blend of classical and contemporary thinking about the use of language and
the value of symbolic inducements for social cooperation illuminates fundamental rhetorical
precepts and their implications for shaping human realities. The new chapter on publics theory
complements the four chapters that introduce the broad themes and issues essential for a rhetorical
approach to communication. The new chapter on narrative theory bridges the four chapters devoted
to the content of rhetoric and the concluding chapters that emphasize symbolic processes by which
humans induce social cooperation and constitute social reality. Throughout the text, Hauser skillfully
underscores the power of language to present a particular reality. He explores the fundamental
relationship between public discourse and judgment, helping students understand the core of
rhetorics civic function. Through relevant, current examples, he illustrates how knowledge and
power shape our social and political practices and how both are formed through discourse.
  gorgias and the new sophistic rhetoric rhetorical philosophy and theory: A
Counter-History of Composition Byron Hawk, 2007-11-25 A Counter-History of Composition contests
the foundational disciplinary assumption that vitalism and contemporary rhetoric represent
opposing, disconnected poles in the writing tradition. Vitalism has been historically linked to
expressivism and concurrently dismissed as innate, intuitive, and unteachable, whereas rhetoric is
seen as a rational, teachable method for producing argumentative texts. Counter to this, Byron
Hawk identifies vitalism as the ground for producing rhetorical texts-the product of complex
material relations rather than the product of chance. Through insightful historical analysis ranging
from classical Greek rhetoric to contemporary complexity theory, Hawk defines three forms of
vitalism (oppositional, investigative, and complex) and argues for their application in the
environments where students write and think today.Hawk proposes that complex vitalism will prove
a useful tool in formulating post-dialectical pedagogies, most notably in the context of emerging
digital media. He relates two specific examples of applying complex vitalism in the classroom and



calls for the reexamination and reinvention of current self-limiting pedagogies to incorporate
vitalism and complexity theory.
  gorgias and the new sophistic rhetoric rhetorical philosophy and theory: The History and
Theory of Rhetoric Luke Winslow, James A. Herrick, 2025-08-19 By tracing the traditional
progression of rhetoric from the Greek Sophists to contemporary theorists, this updated eighth
edition gives students a conceptual framework for evaluating and practicing persuasive writing and
speaking in a wide range of settings, including written, visual, and digital media. Through an
expansive historical purview, the book illustrates how persuasive public discourse performs essential
social functions and shapes our societies, drawing on the ideas of many of history’s greatest thinkers
and theorists. This new edition includes an integrated exploration of non-Western rhetorics, an
updated account of contemporary rhetoric, and an enhanced analysis of rhetorical theory in a digital
age. Known for its clear writing style and contemporary examples throughout, The History and
Theory of Rhetoric emphasizes the relevance of rhetoric to today’s students. This revised edition
serves as a core textbook for rhetoric courses in both English and communication programs,
covering both the historical tradition of rhetoric and contemporary rhetoric studies. A suite of online
resources, including a detailed instructor’s manual, PowerPoint slides, and videos from Dr. Winslow,
can be found on the Instructor and Student Resources website at
www.routledgelearning.com/historyofrhetoric.
  gorgias and the new sophistic rhetoric rhetorical philosophy and theory: Aristotle and
Confucius on Rhetoric and Truth Haixia Lan, 2016-11-10 Readings of Aristotle’s and Confucius’
teachings reveal that both philosophers’ rhetorical thinking contain vital similarities which can help
us understand cultural differences today. Much has been said about Aristotle’s definition of rhetoric
as ‘the faculty of observing in any given case the available means of persuasion’ but few studies have
focused on his depiction of rhetoric as ‘partly like dialectic, and partly like sophistical reasoning’.
Yet, this Aristotelian conception of rhetoric sheds light on a similarity with Confucius’ teaching: both
Confucius and Aristotle see the human understanding of the truths of things as necessarily having a
dimension that is open-ended and discursive.
  gorgias and the new sophistic rhetoric rhetorical philosophy and theory: Contemporary
Rhetorical Theory John Louis Lucaites, Celeste Michelle Condit, Sally Caudill, 1999-01-01 This
indispensable text brings together important essays on the themes, issues, and controversies that
have shaped the development of rhetorical theory since the late 1960s. An extensive introduction
and epilogue by the editors thoughtfully examine the current state of the field and its future
directions, focusing in particular on how theorists are negotiating the tensions between modernist
and postmodernist considerations. Each of the volume's eight main sections comprises a brief
explanatory introduction, four to six essays selected for their enduring significance, and suggestions
for further reading. Topics addressed include problems of defining rhetoric, the relationship
between rhetoric and epistemology, the rhetorical situation, reason and public morality, the nature
of the audience, the role of discourse in social change, rhetoric in the mass media, and challenges to
rhetorical theory from the margins. An extensive subject index facilitates comparison of key
concepts and principles across all of the essays featured.
  gorgias and the new sophistic rhetoric rhetorical philosophy and theory: Seeming &
Being in Plato’s Rhetorical Theory Robin Reames, 2018-07-23 The widespread understanding of
language in the West is that it represents the world. This view, however, has not always been
commonplace. In fact, it is a theory of language conceived by Plato, culminating in The Sophist. In
that dialogue Plato introduced the idea of statements as being either true or false, where the
distinction between falsity and truth rests on a deeper discrepancy between appearance and reality,
or seeming and being. Robin Reames’s Seeming & Being in Plato’s Rhetorical Theory marks a shift
in Plato scholarship. Reames argues that an appropriate understanding of rhetorical theory in
Plato’s dialogues illuminates how he developed the technical vocabulary needed to construct the
very distinctions between seeming and being that separate true from false speech. By engaging with
three key movements of twentieth- and twenty-first-century Plato scholarship—the rise and



subsequent marginalization of “orality and literacy theory,” Heidegger’s controversial critique of
Platonist metaphysics, and the influence of literary or dramatic readings of the dialogues—Reames
demonstrates how the development of Plato’s rhetorical theory across several of his dialogues
(Gorgias, Phaedrus, Protagoras, Theaetetus, Cratylus, Republic, and Sophist) has been both
neglected and misunderstood.
  gorgias and the new sophistic rhetoric rhetorical philosophy and theory: Encyclopedia
of Rhetoric and Composition Theresa Enos, 2013-10-08 First Published in 1996. Routledge is an
imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.
  gorgias and the new sophistic rhetoric rhetorical philosophy and theory: Encyclopedia
of Rhetoric and Composition Theresa Jarnagin Enos, 2011-04-06 This reference guide surveys the
field, covering rhetoric's principles, concepts, applications, practical tools, and major thinkers.
Drawing on the scholarship and expertise of 288 contributors, the Encyclopedia presents a
long-needed overview of rhetoric and its role in contemporary education and communications,
discusses rhetoric's contributions to various fields, surveys the applications of this versatile
discipline to the teaching of English and language arts, and illustrates its usefulness in all kinds of
discourse, argument, and exchange of ideas.
  gorgias and the new sophistic rhetoric rhetorical philosophy and theory: The Passions of
Rhetoric: Lessing’s Theory of Argument and the German Enlightenment E.K. Moore, 2012-12-06 The
goal of this book is to ascertain Lessing's views on argumentation and rhetoric. I intend to establish
that these views constitute a systematic and coherent theory and to argue that for Lessing rhetoric
in argument can yield philosophical truth. Analysis of Lessing's views also sheds light on the general
significance of rhetoric in the 18th century. The denial that rhetoric has claims to truth is a
long-standing prejudice of Western thought. This position is evident in Kant's rejection of rhetoric in
philosophical discourse. But in my view, the situation in the 18th century in Germany was somewhat
more complex. Rhetoric did not die a quiet death but was very much alive in polemical tracts, and
Lessing was a pivotal figure in a culture dominated by argument and disputation. I asked myself why
and how this polemical age came to an end and how does the rejection of polemics by the 19th
century affect our understanding of the 18th century? In the Introduction, I address some of these
questions and establish a historical framework for the development of polemics in the 18th century.
Another reason this polemical age has traditionally been seen as problematic for the scholars of the
period is because argument, disputation and debate cannot be submitted to the same easy analysis
as the systematic treatises produced at the end of the century.
  gorgias and the new sophistic rhetoric rhetorical philosophy and theory: Listening to
the Logos Christopher Lyle Johnstone, 2012-07-23 An exploration of the role of language arts in
forming and expressing wisdom from Homer to Aristotle In Listening to the Logos, Christopher Lyle
Johnstone provides an unprecedented comprehensive account of the relationship between speech
and wisdom across almost four centuries of evolving ancient Greek thought and teachings—from the
mythopoetic tradition of Homer and Hesiod to Aristotle's treatises. Johnstone grounds his study in
the cultural, conceptual, and linguistic milieu of archaic and classical Greece, which nurtured new
ways of thinking about and investigating the world. He focuses on accounts of logos and wisdom in
the surviving writings and teachings of Homer and Hesiod, the Presocratics, the Sophists and
Socrates, Isocrates and Plato, and Aristotle. Specifically Johnstone highlights the importance of
language arts in both speculative inquiry and practical judgment, a nexus that presages connections
between philosophy and rhetoric that persist still. His study investigates concepts and concerns key
to the speaker's art from the outset: wisdom, truth, knowledge, belief, prudence, justice, and reason.
From these investigations certain points of coherence emerge about the nature of wisdom—that
wisdom includes knowledge of eternal principles, both divine and natural; that it embraces practical,
moral knowledge; that it centers on apprehending and applying a cosmic principle of proportion and
balance; that it allows its possessor to forecast the future; and that the oral use of language figures
centrally in obtaining and practicing it. Johnstone's interdisciplinary account ably demonstrates that
in the ancient world it was both the content and form of speech that most directly inspired,



awakened, and deepened the insights comprehended under the notion of wisdom.
  gorgias and the new sophistic rhetoric rhetorical philosophy and theory: The SAGE
Handbook of Rhetorical Studies Andrea A. Lunsford, Kirt H. Wilson, Rosa A. Eberly, 2008-10-29 The
SAGE Handbook of Rhetorical Studies surveys the latest advances in rhetorical scholarship,
synthesizing theories and practices across major areas of study in the field and pointing the way for
future studies. Edited by Andrea A. Lunsford and Associate Editors Kirt H. Wilson and Rosa A.
Eberly, the Handbook aims to introduce a new generation of students to rhetorical study and provide
a deeply informed and ready resource for scholars currently working in the field.
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