flammable environmental suffering in an
argentine shantytown

**Flammable Environmental Suffering in an Argentine Shantytown: A Closer Look**

Flammable environmental suffering in an Argentine shantytown is a pressing issue that
encapsulates a complex web of social, economic, and ecological challenges. In the sprawling informal
settlements around Buenos Aires and other Argentine cities, residents face daily risks due to the
combination of precarious housing, limited infrastructure, and environmental hazards that make these
communities highly vulnerable to fire and pollution. Understanding the multifaceted nature of this
suffering is crucial for anyone interested in urban development, environmental justice, or Latin
American social issues.

The Roots of Flammable Environmental Suffering in
Argentine Shantytowns

Argentine shantytowns, locally known as *villas miseria*, have long been home to marginalized
populations who struggle with poverty and lack of access to basic services. These neighborhoods are
often constructed with makeshift materials such as wood, cardboard, and corrugated metal, all of
which are highly flammable. The absence of formal urban planning means that houses are tightly
packed together, creating a tinderbox scenario where a single spark can ignite widespread fires.

Housing Conditions and Fire Risk

The materials used in the construction of homes in these shantytowns are not only flammable but
also poorly insulated, leaving residents exposed to the elements and further exacerbating health
issues. Electrical wiring is often improvised and unsafe, increasing the chance of electrical fires.
Additionally, many households rely on open flames or gas cylinders for cooking and heating, which,
under crowded and unstable conditions, can lead to accidental fires.

Environmental Pollution and Health Hazards

Beyond fire risks, these communities suffer from environmental pollution that intensifies their overall
suffering. Poor waste management practices, including open garbage dumps and burning trash to
reduce volume, release toxic fumes that contribute to respiratory illnesses. Contaminated water
sources and inadequate sanitation infrastructure also play a role in perpetuating health problems.

The Human Impact: Stories Behind the Flames

While statistics and reports provide a broad understanding of flammable environmental suffering in



an Argentine shantytown, the human stories reveal the true scale of hardship. Families often lose
everything in devastating fires, from their homes to personal belongings, forcing them into deeper
poverty and displacement. Children and elderly residents are especially vulnerable to the
consequences of these disasters, facing not only immediate physical danger but long-term
psychological trauma.

Community Resilience and Coping Mechanisms

Despite these harsh realities, residents of *villas miseria* demonstrate remarkable resilience.

Community groups organize fire prevention workshops and create informal early warning systems.
Neighbors often band together to help rebuild after fires, sharing resources and support. However,
these grassroots efforts are often insufficient without broader institutional backing and investment.

Systemic Challenges and the Role of Government

The flammable environmental suffering in Argentine shantytowns cannot be fully understood without
considering the systemic neglect by local and national authorities. Limited access to firefighting
services, lack of urban planning, and insufficient social programs perpetuate the vulnerabilities of
these communities.

Urban Policy and Infrastructure Deficits

Many shantytowns exist on the fringes of cities, often on land that is not officially recognized for
residential use. This lack of legal status means that infrastructure development—such as water,
electricity, sewage, and fire safety systems—is either non-existent or severely underfunded. As a
result, these areas remain hotspots for environmental hazards.

The Need for Integrated Solutions

Addressing flammable environmental suffering requires integrated approaches that combine housing
upgrades, infrastructure investment, environmental management, and social inclusion. Programs
aimed at improving housing safety by replacing flammable materials with more durable ones,
expanding access to clean energy sources, and improving waste collection can reduce fire risks and
pollution.

Environmental Education and Community Engagement

One promising avenue for reducing flammable environmental suffering in Argentine shantytowns lies
in environmental education. Raising awareness about fire hazards, safe cooking practices, and waste
disposal can empower residents to take proactive steps in safeguarding their homes and health.



e Workshops on Fire Safety: Teaching residents about the dangers of open flames and the
importance of maintaining safe electrical wiring.

e Community Clean-Up Campaigns: Organizing regular garbage collection drives to reduce the
accumulation of flammable waste.

* Promotion of Alternative Energy Sources: Encouraging the use of safer cooking fuels and
solar power to minimize reliance on dangerous open flames and gas cylinders.

Collaboration with NGOs and Local Authorities

Partnerships between shantytown communities, non-governmental organizations, and municipal
governments can foster more sustainable environmental improvements. NGOs often bring technical
expertise and resources, while local authorities can help integrate these initiatives into broader urban
development plans.

Looking Ahead: Challenges and Opportunities

The issue of flammable environmental suffering in an Argentine shantytown reflects a broader
challenge faced by informal settlements around the world. It embodies the intersection of poverty,
environmental degradation, and urban exclusion. While the obstacles are significant, there is also
potential for positive change through inclusive policies, community empowerment, and innovative
urban planning.

As Argentina continues to urbanize, addressing the needs of *villas miseria* must be a priority if the
country hopes to reduce fire-related tragedies and improve public health. Sustainable development in
these areas can serve as a model for other nations grappling with similar issues, demonstrating how
environmental and social well-being are deeply interconnected.

The stories of resilience and hope emerging from these communities remind us that flammable
environmental suffering, while devastating, is not insurmountable. With concerted effort and
compassionate policy-making, the flames that have long threatened Argentine shantytowns can be
extinguished, paving the way for safer, healthier, and more dignified living conditions.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main causes of flammable environmental
suffering in Argentine shantytowns?

The main causes include the widespread use of highly flammable materials for housing construction,
lack of proper waste management leading to accumulation of combustible debris, and unsafe
practices such as open flame cooking and heating.



How does flammable environmental suffering impact the
health of residents in Argentine shantytowns?

It increases the risk of fires which can cause injuries, fatalities, and destruction of homes. Additionally,
smoke inhalation from fires can lead to respiratory problems and exacerbate existing health
conditions.

What measures are being taken to reduce flammable
environmental risks in Argentine shantytowns?

Some initiatives include community education on fire safety, distribution of fire-resistant building
materials, improving access to emergency services, and implementing better waste management
systems to reduce combustible materials.

Why are Argentine shantytowns particularly vulnerable to
flammable environmental suffering?

Shantytowns often have densely packed, poorly constructed homes made from flammable materials,
limited infrastructure, and inadequate access to firefighting resources, making them highly
susceptible to rapid fire spread and environmental hazards.

What role can government and NGOs play in addressing
flammable environmental suffering in Argentine shantytowns?

They can provide funding and resources for safer housing projects, implement fire prevention and
education programs, improve emergency response capabilities, and support community-led efforts to
reduce environmental hazards related to flammability.

Additional Resources

**Flammable Environmental Suffering in an Argentine Shantytown: A Closer Look at Vulnerability and
Resilience**

Flammable environmental suffering in an Argentine shantytown represents a complex
intersection of socio-economic hardship, environmental degradation, and public safety challenges.
These communities, often located on the outskirts of urban centers such as Buenos Aires, face
disproportionate risks from fires exacerbated by precarious living conditions and insufficient
infrastructure. Understanding the multifaceted nature of this suffering sheds light on the urgent need
for integrated policy responses and sustainable urban development strategies.

Contextualizing Flammable Environmental Suffering

Argentine shantytowns, locally known as *villas miseria*, are informal settlements characterized by
overcrowding, inadequate housing materials, and limited access to essential services. The term
“flammable environmental suffering” encapsulates the heightened vulnerability of these areas to



fires, which are frequent, devastating, and often preventable. The combination of combustible
construction materials, lack of fire safety measures, and environmental conditions creates a
hazardous living environment.

The environmental suffering here is not limited to fire hazards but is compounded by poor sanitation,
pollution, and exposure to toxic substances. However, the flammability factor distinctly amplifies
risks, leading to recurring crises that disproportionately affect the poorest residents.

Material Vulnerabilities and Fire Risks

Housing in Argentine shantytowns typically consists of makeshift structures built from corrugated
metal, wood scraps, plastic sheets, and other easily ignitable materials. These dwellings are tightly
packed, often with minimal spacing between units, facilitating rapid fire spread. According to a 2022
report by the Argentine Firefighters Federation, shantytowns in Greater Buenos Aires accounted for
nearly 40% of urban fire incidents, despite comprising a smaller share of the population.

The absence of reliable electricity and gas connections leads many residents to rely on open flames,
kerosene stoves, or makeshift electrical wiring - all of which significantly increase fire hazards.
Moreover, the lack of functioning fire hydrants and narrow alleyways restricts emergency response
capabilities.

Environmental and Climatic Factors

Environmental conditions within and surrounding shantytowns contribute to the flammability risks.
During Argentina’s hot and dry seasons, increased temperatures and low humidity levels create an
environment conducive to the ignition and spread of fires. Additionally, waste accumulation and
informal dumping sites in and around these settlements introduce combustible materials that further
exacerbate fire hazards.

Flooding and soil erosion, common in these areas due to poor drainage and deforestation, sometimes
paradoxically increase fire risks by exposing dry, barren ground and debris that ignites easily. This

cyclical environmental degradation perpetuates a precarious balance between flood and fire
vulnerabilities.

Socioeconomic Dimensions of Environmental Suffering

The flammable environmental suffering in an Argentine shantytown cannot be isolated from its
socioeconomic backdrop. Poverty, marginalization, and limited access to education and employment
opportunities significantly influence vulnerability and resilience.

Impact on Residents’ Health and Livelihoods

Fires in these communities result in tragic loss of life, injury, and destruction of property. Beyond the



immediate physical harm, they cause long-term psychological trauma and economic setbacks. Many
residents lack insurance or savings, making recovery arduous or impossible.

Children and elderly residents are especially vulnerable, often suffering from respiratory ailments due

to smoke inhalation and poor air quality following fires. The destruction of local businesses and
informal markets disrupts livelihoods, deepening poverty cycles.

Community Response and Informal Networks

Despite these challenges, shack dwellers exhibit notable resilience. Informal fire brigades, community
alert systems, and mutual aid networks have emerged organically to mitigate risks and provide rapid
assistance during emergencies. These grassroots responses highlight the importance of community
empowerment and localized knowledge in addressing environmental suffering.

However, these efforts are often under-resourced and lack institutional support, limiting their
effectiveness in the face of large-scale incidents.

Policy Challenges and Urban Planning Implications

Addressing the flammable environmental suffering in Argentine shantytowns presents significant
challenges for policymakers and urban planners. The informal nature of these settlements
complicates the implementation of standard building codes and fire safety regulations.

Infrastructure Deficits and Regulatory Gaps

Key challenges include:
* Inadequate infrastructure: Lack of paved roads, reliable water supply, and electricity
hampers fire prevention and emergency response.

e Legal ambiguity: Informal land tenure often precludes formal investment in infrastructure and
safety upgrades.

e Limited enforcement: Even where regulations exist, enforcement is sporadic due to political
and resource constraints.

These gaps perpetuate the cycle of vulnerability and suffering.

Strategies for Sustainable Solutions



Experts advocate for a multi-pronged approach that balances immediate risk mitigation with long-
term urban integration:

1. Regularization and infrastructure investment: Providing secure land tenure and upgrading
essential services can reduce fire risks and improve living conditions.

2. Community engagement: Empowering residents through training, resources, and
participatory planning ensures solutions are contextually appropriate and sustainable.

3. Environmental management: Addressing waste disposal, reforestation, and drainage can
mitigate environmental factors that exacerbate fire hazards.

4. Emergency preparedness: Establishing formal fire brigades and improving access routes
enhances response capabilities.

International case studies, such as Brazil’s participatory slum upgrading programs, offer valuable
lessons for Argentine policymakers.

The Role of Environmental Justice in Addressing
Flammable Suffering

The disproportionate exposure of marginalized shantytown populations to environmental hazards
raises critical questions of environmental justice. Flammable environmental suffering is not merely a
technical or infrastructural issue but a manifestation of systemic inequalities.

Advocates argue for recognizing the right to safe and dignified housing as fundamental, emphasizing
that environmental risk reduction must go hand-in-hand with social inclusion and poverty alleviation.
Integrating environmental justice principles ensures that interventions do not inadvertently displace

vulnerable communities or exacerbate inequalities.

Media and Public Awareness

Raising awareness about the flammable environmental suffering in Argentine shantytowns is essential
for mobilizing political will and resources. Investigative journalism and research have increasingly
highlighted these challenges, but media coverage remains sporadic.

Sustained public attention can pressure authorities to prioritize fire safety and environmental health
in informal settlements, fostering greater accountability.

Looking Forward: Navigating Complexity with



Compassion

The phenomenon of flammable environmental suffering in an Argentine shantytown illustrates the
urgent need for holistic, inclusive, and context-sensitive approaches. Fire hazards in these
environments are symptoms of deeper structural issues encompassing poverty, governance, and
environmental degradation.

While the challenges are daunting, the resilience of shantytown communities combined with informed
policy interventions offers pathways toward safer, healthier, and more equitable urban futures.
Recognizing and addressing this form of environmental suffering is a critical step in ensuring that no
community remains vulnerable to preventable disasters.

Flammable Environmental Suffering In An Argentine
Shantytown

flammable environmental suffering in an argentine shantytown: Flammable Javier
Auyero, Debora Alejandra Swistun, 2009-04-10 Surrounded by one of the largest petrochemical
compounds in Argentina, a highly polluted river, a hazardous waste incinerator, and an unmonitored
landfill, the shantytown Flammable suffers from rampant contamination of its soil, air, and water. In
this book, Javier Auyero and former Flammable resident Débora Alejandra Swistun draw upon
archival research and two and a half years of fieldwork to explore the lived experiences of
environmental suffering. Perhaps most interesting, the authors show that residents doubt or even
deny the harmful impact of pollution on their lives. With luminous and vivid descriptions of everyday
life in the neighborhood, Auyero and Swistun depict this on-going slow motion human and
environmental disaster and dissect the manifold ways in which it is experienced by Flammable
residents.

flammable environmental suffering in an argentine shantytown: Flammable Javier
Auyero, Débora Alejandra Swistun, 2023 In this collaborative ethnography, Javier Auyero and
Debora Alejandra Swistun vividly describe everyday life in Flammable and depict how this ongoing,
slow-motion environmental disaster is experienced and understood by its residents.

flammable environmental suffering in an argentine shantytown: Soybeans and Power
Pablo Lapegna, 2016-09-06 Although Argentina's use of genetically modified (GM) soybean seeds
has spurred a major agricultural boom, it has also had a negative impact on many communities. In
Soybeans and Power, Pablo Lapegna explores the ways in which these communities have coped with
GM soybean expansion. Peasants initially resisted, yet ultimately adapted to the new agricultural
technologies, playing an active role in their own demobilization in order to maneuver the situation to
their advantage. A rare glimpse into the life cycle of a social movement, Soybeans and Power gives
voice to the communities most adversely affected by GM technology and the strategies that they
have enacted in order to survive.

flammable environmental suffering in an argentine shantytown: Strangers in Their Own
Land Arlie Russell Hochschild, 2018-02-20 The National Book Award Finalist and New York Times
bestseller that became a guide and balm for a country struggling to understand the election of
Donald Trump A generous but disconcerting look at the Tea Party. . . . This is a smart, respectful and
compelling book. —Jason DeParle, The New York Times Book Review When Donald Trump won the
2016 presidential election, a bewildered nation turned to Strangers in Their Own Land to
understand what Trump voters were thinking when they cast their ballots. Arlie Hochschild, one of
the most influential sociologists of her generation, had spent the preceding five years immersed in
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the community around Lake Charles, Louisiana, a Tea Party stronghold. As Jedediah Purdy put it in
the New Republic, Hochschild is fascinated by how people make sense of their lives. . . . [Her]
attentive, detailed portraits . . . reveal a gulf between Hochchild's 'strangers in their own land' and a
new elite. Already a favorite common read book in communities and on campuses across the country
and called humble and important by David Brooks and masterly by Atul Gawande, Hochschild's book
has been lauded by Noam Chomsky, New Orleans mayor Mitch Landrieu, and countless others. The
paperback edition features a new afterword by the author reflecting on the election of Donald Trump
and the other events that have unfolded both in Louisiana and around the country since the
hardcover edition was published, and also includes a readers' group guide at the back of the book.

flammable environmental suffering in an argentine shantytown: Narratives and
Imaginings of Citizenship in Latin America Cristina Rojas, Judy Metzler, 2016-01-08 This book looks
at how citizenship has been imagined and transformed in Latin America through the twentieth and
early twenty-first centuries from different disciplinary perspectives including anthropology, history,
urban planning, geography and political studies. It looks beyond citizenship as a formal legal status
to explore how ideas about citizenship have shaped political and historical landscapes in different
ways through the region. It shows how conceptions of citizenship are intertwined with
understandings of natural spaces and environments, how indigenous politics are ‘de-colonizing’
western liberal conceptions of citizenship, and how citizenship is being transformed through local
level politics and projects for development. In addition to showcasing some of the novel, emerging
forms of citizenship in the region, the book also traces the ways in which historical narratives of
citizenship and national belonging persist within present day politics. Collectively, the chapters
show that citizenship remains an important entry point for understanding politics, projects of
reform, and struggles for transformation in Latin America. This book was published as a special
issue of Citizenship Studies.

flammable environmental suffering in an argentine shantytown: Concrete Jungles Rivke
Jaffe, 2016-03-29 In the popular imagination, the Caribbean islands represent tropical paradise. This
image, which draws millions of tourists to the region annually, underlies the efforts of many
environmentalists to protect Caribbean coral reefs, mangroves, and rainforests. However, a dark
side to Caribbean environmentalism lies beyond the tourist's view in urban areas where the islands'
poorer citizens suffer from exposure to garbage, untreated sewage, and air pollution. Concrete
Jungles explores the reasons why these issues tend to be ignored, demonstrating how mainstream
environmentalism reflects and reproduces class and race inequalities. Based on over a decade of
research in Kingston, Jamaica and Willemstad, Curacao, Rivke Jaffe contrasts the environmentalism
of largely middle-class professionals with the environmentalism of inner-city residents. The book
combines a sophisticated discussion of the politics of difference with rich ethnographic detail,
including vivid depictions of Caribbean ghettos and elite enclaves. Jaffe also extends her analysis
beyond ethnographic research, seeking to understand the role of colonial history in shaping the
current trends in pollution and urban space. A thorough analysis of the hidden inequalities of
mainstream environmentalism, Concrete Jungles provides a political ecology of urban pollution with
significant implications for the future of environmentalism.

flammable environmental suffering in an argentine shantytown: Patients of the State
Javier Auyero, 2012-05-04 Describes the power that can be imposed, and the misery that is caused,
especially for the poor, by the simple act of waiting. This title also describes a variety of different
situations, including waiting for national identity cards, for welfare agencies, and the endless
waiting for relocation from the slums.

flammable environmental suffering in an argentine shantytown: Land, Water, Air and
Freedom Joan Martinez-Alier, 2023-12-11 This is an open access title available under the terms of a
CC BY-NC-ND 4.0 License. It is free to read, download and share on Elgaronline.com. This
ground-breaking book makes visible the global counter-movement for environmental justice,
combining ecological economics and political ecology. Using 500 in-depth empirical analyses from
the Atlas of Environmental Justice, Martinez-Alier analyses the commonalities shared by




environmental defenders and offenders respectively.

flammable environmental suffering in an argentine shantytown: Activism and the Fossil
Fuel Industry Andrew Cheon, Johannes Urpelainen, 2018-02-06 In less than a decade, activism
against the fossil fuel industry has exploded across the globe. While environmentalists used to focus
on legislative goals, such as carbon emissions trading or renewable energy policies, today the most
prominent activists directly attack the fossil fuel industry. This timely book offers a comprehensive
evaluation of different types of activism, the success and impact of campaigns and activities, and
suggestions as to ways forward. This book is the first systematic treatment of the anti-fossil fuel
movement in the United States. An accessible and readable text, it is an essential reference for
scholars, policymakers, activists, and citizens interested in climate change, fossil fuels, and
environmental sustainability. The entire book or chapters from it can be used as required or
supplementary material in various courses at the undergraduate and graduate level. As the book is
not technically challenging but contains a comprehensive review of climate change, fossil fuels, and
the literature on environmental activism, it can be used as an accessible introduction to the
anti-fossil fuel campaign across disciplines.

flammable environmental suffering in an argentine shantytown: Anthropology and
Climate Change Susan A. Crate, Mark Nuttall, 2016-03-31 The first edition of Anthropology and
Climate Change (2009) pioneered the study of climate change through the lens of anthropology,
covering the relation between human cultures and the environment from prehistoric times to the
present. This second, heavily revised edition brings the material on this rapidly changing field
completely up to date, with major scholars from around the world mapping out trajectories of
research and issuing specific calls for action. The new edition introduces new “foundational”
chapters—laying out what anthropologists know about climate change today, new theoretical and
practical perspectives, insights gleaned from sociology, and international efforts to study and curb
climate change—making the volume a perfect introductory textbook; presents a series of case
studies—both new case studies and old ones updated and viewed with fresh eyes—with the specific
purpose of assessing climate trends; provides a close look at how climate change is affecting
livelihoods, especially in the context of economic globalization and the migration of youth from rural
to urban areas; expands coverage to England, the Amazon, the Marshall Islands, Tanzania, and
Ethiopia; re-examines the conclusions and recommendations of the first volume, refining our
knowledge of what we do and do not know about climate change and what we can do to adapt.

flammable environmental suffering in an argentine shantytown: In Solidarity with the
Earth Hilda P. Koster, Celia Deane-Drummond, 2023-09-21 Based on case studies, the book creates
a multidisciplinary conversation on the gendered vulnerabilities resulting from extractive industries
and toxic pollution, and also charts the resilience and courage of women as they resist polluting
industries, fight for clean water and seek to protect the land. While ecumenical in scope, the book
takes its departure from the concept of integral ecology introduced in Pope Francis' encyclical
Laudato Si'. The first three sections of the book focus on the social and ecological challenges facing
minoritized women and their communities that are related to mining, pollutants and biodiversity
loss, and toxicity. The final section of the book focuses on the possibilities and obstacles to global
solidarity. All chapters offer a cross disciplinary response to a particular local situation, tracing the
ways ecological destruction, resulting from extraction and toxic contamination, affects the lives of
women and their communities. The book pays careful attention to the political, economic, and legal
structures facilitating these life-threatening challenges. Each section concludes with a response
from a 'practitioner’ in the field, representing an ecclesial organization or NGO focused on
eco-justice advocacy in the global South, or minority communities in the global North.

flammable environmental suffering in an argentine shantytown: Ecosystem Crises
Interactions Merrill Singer, 2021-03-03 Explores the human impacts on environment that lead to
serious ecological crises, an innovative resource for students, professionals, and researchers alike
Ecosystem Crises Interaction: Human Health and the Changing Environment provides a timely and
innovative framework for understanding how negative human activity impacts the environment, and



how seemingly disparate factors connect to, and magnify, hazardous consequences under a
changing climate. Presenting a coherent, holistic perspective to the subject, this compelling textbook
and reference examines the diverse, often unexpected links that connect our complex world in
context of global climate change. The text illustrates how eco-crisis interaction—the synergistic
interface of two or more environmental events or pollutants—can multiply to produce harmful health
effects that are greater than their additive impact. This concept is highlighted through numerous
real and relatable examples, from the use of sediment rock in hydraulic and drinking water filtration
systems, to the connections between human development and crises such as deforestation, emergent
infectious diseases, and global food insecurity. Throughout the text, specific examples present
opportunities to consider broader questions about the extinction of species, populations, and ways of
life. Presenting a balanced investigation of the interaction of contemporary ecological dangers,
human behavior, and health, this unique resource: Explores how complex interactions between
global warming and anthropogenic impairments magnify the diverse ecological perils and threats
facing humans and other species Discusses roadblocks to addressing environmental risk, such as
global elite polluters, the organized denial of climate change, and deliberate environmental
disruption for financial gain Describes how the production and use of fossil fuels are driving a
significant rise in carbon dioxide and other pollutants in the atmosphere and in the oceans
[llustrates how industrial production is contributing to an array of environmental crises, including
fuel spills, waste leakages, and loss of biodiversity Examines the critical ecosystems that are at risk
from interacting stressors of human origin Ecosystem Crises Interaction: Human Health and the
Changing Environment is an ideal textbook for advanced undergraduate and graduate students in
courses including public and allied health, environmental studies, medical ecology, medical
anthropology, and geo-health, and a valuable reference for researchers, practitioners, and policy
makers in fields such as environmental health, global and planetary health, public health, climate
change, and medical social science.

flammable environmental suffering in an argentine shantytown: Nationalising Oil and
Knowledge in Iran Mattin Biglari, 2025-02-28 Iran's nationalisation of oil in 1951 was a key catalyst
for the rise of resource nationalism as an animating force of global decolonisation, expelling the
Anglo-Iranian Oil Company (AIOC, now known as BP) after nearly fifty years of domination in
southwest Iran. Nationalising Oil & Knowledge in Iran turns attention to the origins of
nationalisation in the everyday struggles between the oil company and subaltern actors in the city of
Abadan, then home to the world's largest oil refinery and deeply imbricated in networks of
colonialism and racial capitalism. Engaging with energy history, postcolonial/subaltern studies, and
science & technology studies, the book focuses on the politics of expertise: how nationalisation
reproduced the epistemic coloniality of the oil company, which rested on local dispossession, social
engineering, as well as racial and gendered segregation. It argues that nationalisation diverged from
subaltern contestations of oil expertise in Abadan, which presented a more fundamental challenge to
colonial modernity.

flammable environmental suffering in an argentine shantytown: Routledge Handbook
of Global Citizenship Studies Engin Isin, Peter Nyers, 2014-06-27 Citizenship studies is at a
crucial moment of globalizing as a field. What used to be mainly a European, North American, and
Australian field has now expanded to major contributions featuring scholarship from Latin America,
Asia, Africa, and the Middle East. The Routledge Handbook of Global Citizenship Studies takes into
account this globalizing moment. At the same time, it considers how the global perspective exposes
the strains and discords in the concept of ‘citizenship’ as it is understood today. With over fifty
contributions from international, interdisciplinary experts, the Handbook features state-of-the-art
analyses of the practices and enactments of citizenship across broad continental regions (Africas,
Americas, Asias and Europes) as well as deterritorialized forms of citizenship (Diasporicity and
Indigeneity). Through these analyses, the Handbook provides a deeper understanding of citizenship
in both empirical and theoretical terms. This volume sets a new agenda for scholarly investigations
of citizenship. Its wide-ranging contributions and clear, accessible style make it essential reading for



students and scholars working on citizenship issues across the humanities and social sciences.

flammable environmental suffering in an argentine shantytown: Reckoning with Harm
Amelia M. Fiske, 2023-10-17 An ethnography of the Ecuadorian Amazon that demonstrates the need
for a relational, place-based, contingent understanding of harm and toxicity. Reckoning with Harm is
a striking ethnographic analysis of the harm resulting from oil extraction. Covering fifty years of
settler colonization and industrial transformation of the Ecuadorian Amazon, Amelia Fiske
interrogates the relations of harm. She moves between forest-courtrooms and oily waste pits, farms
and toxic tours, to explore both the ways in which harm from oil is entangled with daily life and the
tensions surrounding efforts to verify and redress it in practice. Attempts to address harm from the
oil industry in Ecuador have been consistently confounded by narrow, technocratic understandings
of evidence, toxicity, and responsibility. Building on collaborators’ work to contest state and oil
company insistence that harm is controlled and principally chemical in nature, Fiske shows that it is
necessary to refigure harm as relational in order to reckon with unremediated contamination of the
past while pushing for broad forms of accountability in the present. She theorizes that harm is both
a relationship and an animating feature of relationships in this place, a contingent understanding
that is needed to contemplate what comes next when living in a toxic world.

flammable environmental suffering in an argentine shantytown: The Palgrave Handbook
of Social Harm Pamela Davies, Paul Leighton, Tanya Wyatt, 2021-09-09 This handbook explores the
concept of 'harm' in criminological scholarship and lays the foundation for a future zemiological
agenda. 'Social harm' as a theoretical construct has become established as an alternative, broader
lens through which to understand the causation and alleviation of widespread harm in society, thus
moving beyond criminology and state definitions of crime and extending the range of criminological
research. Applying zemiological concepts, this book comprehensively explores topics including
violence, moral indifference, workplace injury, corporate and state harms, animal rights, migration,
gender, poverty, security and victimisation. This definitive work covers theory, research, scholarship
and future visions across four sections, and includes contributions from areas such as criminology,
sociology, socio-legal and cultural studies, social policy and international relations. It offers readers
up-to-date, original theoretical perspectives and an analysis of a broad range of issues from a 'social
harm' perspective.

flammable environmental suffering in an argentine shantytown: Powerless Science?
Soraya Boudia, Nathalie Jas, 2014-01-01 In spite of decades of research on toxicants, along with the
growing role of scientific expertise in public policy and the unprecedented rise in the number of
national and international institutions dealing with environmental health issues, problems
surrounding contaminants and their effects on health have never appeared so important, sometimes
to the point of appearing insurmountable. This calls for a reconsideration of the roles of scientific
knowledge and expertise in the definition and management of toxic issues, which this book seeks to
do. It looks at complex historical, social, and political dynamics, made up of public controversies,
environmental and health crises, economic interests, and political responses, and demonstrates how
and to what extent scientific knowledge about toxicants has been caught between scientific,
economic, and political imperatives.

flammable environmental suffering in an argentine shantytown: Atomic Collective
Magdalena E. Stawkowski, 2025-04-30 In the aftermath of the Soviet Union’s collapse, Kazakhstan
inherited the remnants of one of the world’s most contaminated landscapes: the Semipalatinsk Test
Site, known locally as the Polygon. Resigned to dispossession, residents have chosen to remain on
the abandoned nuclear test site, despite the isolation and the radioactive environment, rather than
face marginalization or the rigors of a neoliberal world. Atomic Collective examines this nuclear
legacy through a decade-long ethnographic examination of the village of Koian, situated on the
border of the test site. Facing residual radiation all around them and isolation, Koianers persist,
reshaping their pastoral existence among the ruins and scientific debates surrounding genetic
damage. Drawing on first-hand accounts and archival research, this book explores the resilience and
everyday survival strategies of a community left behind to fend for itself in the shadow of nuclear



testing. It offers a unique perspective on life in a nuclear zone and poses fundamental questions
about human resilience and the impact of historical events on a collective identity. Atomic Collective
sheds light on a community overlooked in the larger Cold War histories of atomic testing.

flammable environmental suffering in an argentine shantytown: Perceiving Things Divine
Frederick D. Aquino, Paul L. Gavrilyuk, 2022-01-06 Sensory language is commonly used to describe
human encounters with the divine. Scripture, for example, employs perceptual language like 'taste
and see that the Lord is good', 'hear the word of the Lord', and promises that 'the pure in heart will
see God'. Such statements seem to point to certain features of human cognition that make
perception-like contact with divine things possible. But how precisely should these statements be
construed? Can the elusive notion of 'spiritual perception' survive rigorous theological and
philosophical scrutiny and receive a constructive articulation? Perceiving Things Divine seeks to
make philosophical and theological sense of spiritual perception. Reflecting the results of the second
phase of the Spiritual Perception Project, this volume argues for the possibility of spiritual
perception. It also seeks to make progress towards a constructive account of the different aspects of
spiritual perception while exploring its intersection with various theological and philosophical
themes, such as biblical interpretation, aesthetics, liturgy, race, ecology, eschatology, and the
hiddenness of God. The interdisciplinary scope of the volume draws on the resources of value theory,
philosophy of perception, epistemology, philosophy of art, psychology, systematic theology, and
theological aesthetics. The volume also draws attention to how spiritual perception may be affected
by such distortions as pornographic sensibility and racial prejudice. Since perceiving spiritually
involves the whole person, the volume proposes that spiritual perception could be purified by ascetic
discipline, healed by contemplative practices, trained in the process of spiritual direction and the
pursuit of virtue, transformed by the immersion in the sacramental life, and healed by opening the
self to the operation of divine grace.

flammable environmental suffering in an argentine shantytown: Beyond Mestizaje Tania
Islas Weinstein, 2024-04-30 Racism has historically been a taboo topic in Mexico. This is largely due
to the nationalist project of mestizaje which contends that because all Mexicans are racially mixed,
race is not a salient political issue. In recent years, however, race and racism have become
important topics of debate in the country’s public sphere and academia. This book introduces
readers to a sample of these diverse and sometimes conflicting views that also intersect with
discussions of class. The activists and scholars included in the volume come from fields such as
anthropology, linguistics, history, sociology, and political science. Through these diverse
epistemological frameworks, the authors show how people in contemporary Mexico interpret the
world in racial terms and denounce racism.
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