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Dictionary of New Testament Theology: Unlocking Biblical Insights

Dictionary of New Testament Theology serves as an indispensable tool for anyone seeking a deeper
understanding of the New Testament’s rich theological landscape. Whether you're a student, pastor, or simply
a curious reader, this resource offers detailed explanations of key terms, concepts, and figures found
throughout the New Testament scriptures. Unlike a regular dictionary, which might provide brief definitions, a
dictionary of New Testament theology dives into the historical, cultural, and doctrinal significance of
biblical words, helping readers grasp the profound meanings behind the text.

What Is a Dictionary of New Testament Theology?

At its core, a dictionary of New Testament theology is a specialized reference work that focuses exclusively
on the theological vocabulary of the New Testament. It doesn’t just define words; it explains their original
Greek meanings, usage in different contexts, and how they contribute to the overall message of the New
Testament. This kind of dictionary often includes entries on theological themes such as grace, redemption,
salvation, Christology, eschatology, and much more.

Many scholars and theologians rely on this resource to interpret scripture accurately. Because the New
Testament was written in Koine Greek, understanding the precise meanings of words as they were used in that
language can illuminate nuances lost in translation. For example, terms like “agape” (love) or “dikaiosyne”
(righteousness) carry theological weight that shapes our understanding of Christian doctrine.

Why Use a Dictionary of New Testament Theology?

If you’re diving into biblical studies, you might wonder why a standard Bible or even a general biblical
dictionary isn’t enough. The answer lies in the depth and specificity offered by a dictionary of New Testament
theology. Here are a few reasons why it’s so valuable:

1. Deepens Biblical Interpretation

When you encounter a challenging passage, knowing the original meaning of a word can provide clarity. For
example, the Greek term “ekklesia,” often translated as “church,” originally meant “assembly” or “called-out
ones.” Understanding this helps readers appreciate the communal and spiritual identity of the early Christian
movement.

2. Enhances Theological Study

Theological concepts like atonement, sanctification, and justification can sometimes seem abstract. A
dictionary focused on New Testament theology explains these ideas within their biblical context, showing how
they evolved and relate to one another.

3. Supports Sermon Preparation and Teaching

Pastors and teachers benefit from having a reliable theological dictionary by their side. It allows them to
communicate biblical truths with greater accuracy and depth, enriching their messages without overwhelming



their audience.

Key Features of a Dictionary of New Testament Theology

Not all dictionaries are created equal. A high-quality dictionary of New Testament theology typically
includes:

Comprehensive Greek Word Studies: Detailed explanations of key Greek terms, including root meanings and
usage in different New Testament books.

Theological Definitions: Clear definitions of doctrinal terms grounded in biblical scholarship.

Historical Context: Information about the cultural and historical background that influences
theological concepts.

Cross-References: Links to related terms and biblical passages for broader understanding.

Scholarly Insights: Contributions from leading theologians and biblical scholars for authoritative
perspectives.

Popular Dictionaries of New Testament Theology

Several well-regarded dictionaries have become staples in the field of biblical studies. Exploring these can give
you a sense of how diverse and detailed this resource can be.

1. The New International Dictionary of New Testament Theology and
Exegesis

Often cited simply as NIDNTTE, this multi-volume set is one of the most respected resources for in-depth word
studies and theological concepts. It blends linguistic analysis with theological insight, making it a favorite
among scholars.

2. The Dictionary of New Testament Background

While broader in scope, this dictionary provides valuable theological context by exploring the historical and
cultural background of New Testament terms and ideas.

3. The Anchor Yale Bible Dictionary

Although it covers the entire Bible, the sections on the New Testament are rich with theological entries that
help elucidate complex terms and themes.



How to Make the Most of a Dictionary of New Testament Theology

If you’re new to using this kind of resource, here are some tips to help you get started:

1. Start with Key Terms

Identify the theological words or concepts that are most relevant to your study or sermon topic. Look them
up to gain fresh insights that can deepen your understanding.

2. Compare Multiple Entries

Different dictionaries might offer varying perspectives or nuances. Consulting more than one source can provide
a well-rounded view.

3. Take Notes and Reflect

As you explore definitions and explanations, jot down important points. Reflect on how the theological
meaning impacts your interpretation of scripture.

4. Use as a Companion to Bible Study

Don’t rely solely on the dictionary. Use it alongside your Bible reading, commentaries, and other study tools
to build a comprehensive understanding.

The Role of Language in New Testament Theology

One of the fascinating aspects of studying New Testament theology is the influence of language. The original
Greek text contains words that carry multiple layers of meaning, which can change depending on context. A
dictionary of New Testament theology helps unpack these layers by:

Explaining how words like “pistis” (faith) or “charis” (grace) were understood in the first-century
world.

Showing how theological ideas developed as the early church interpreted scripture.

Highlighting differences between Old Testament concepts and their New Testament fulfillment.

Understanding these linguistic subtleties enriches one’s appreciation of the New Testament’s message and its
application today.

Integrating New Testament Theology into Daily Life



Beyond academic study, a dictionary of New Testament theology can help believers apply theological concepts
in practical ways. For instance, grasping the full meaning of “justification” can transform how someone views
their relationship with God and others. Similarly, understanding “sanctification” can inspire a commitment to
spiritual growth.

By exploring the depth behind familiar terms, individuals gain a richer spiritual experience and a more thoughtful
approach to faith.

---

The dictionary of New Testament theology is more than just a reference book; it’s a gateway to unlocking the
profound truths embedded in scripture. Whether used for study, teaching, or personal growth, it opens new
pathways to comprehend the heart of the New Testament message, making the ancient text come alive in today’s
world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 'Dictionary of New Testament Theology'?

The 'Dictionary of New Testament Theology' is a comprehensive reference work that provides detailed
explanations and theological insights into key terms, concepts, and themes found in the New Testament.

Who edited the 'Dictionary of New Testament Theology'?

The 'Dictionary of New Testament Theology' was originally edited by Colin Brown, a respected biblical
scholar and theologian.

How is the 'Dictionary of New Testament Theology' different from a regular
Bible dictionary?

Unlike a regular Bible dictionary that covers a broad range of biblical topics, the 'Dictionary of New
Testament Theology' specifically focuses on theological terms and concepts within the New Testament,
providing in-depth analysis and scholarly discussion.

Is the 'Dictionary of New Testament Theology' available in multiple
volumes?

Yes, the 'Dictionary of New Testament Theology' is typically published in multiple volumes, each covering a
range of topics alphabetically to provide comprehensive coverage.

Can the 'Dictionary of New Testament Theology' be used for academic
research?

Absolutely. It is widely used by theologians, seminary students, pastors, and scholars as a reliable academic
resource for understanding New Testament theology.

Does the 'Dictionary of New Testament Theology' include original Greek
word studies?

Yes, the dictionary often includes detailed analyses of original Greek words, their meanings, and theological
significance within the New Testament context.



Are there digital versions of the 'Dictionary of New Testament Theology'
available?

Yes, digital and electronic versions are available through various Bible study software platforms and online
retailers, making it accessible for modern study.

How can pastors benefit from using the 'Dictionary of New Testament
Theology'?

Pastors can use it to deepen their understanding of New Testament terms and themes, enhance sermon
preparation, and provide accurate theological teaching to their congregations.

What topics are commonly covered in the 'Dictionary of New Testament
Theology'?

Topics include Christology, soteriology, ecclesiology, eschatology, key New Testament figures, theological
concepts like grace and faith, and much more.

Is the 'Dictionary of New Testament Theology' suitable for beginners?

While primarily designed for advanced students and scholars, motivated beginners with some background in
biblical studies can also benefit from it by gaining detailed theological insights.

Additional Resources
Dictionary of New Testament Theology: An In-Depth Exploration

Dictionary of New Testament Theology serves as a crucial academic and theological resource that
meticulously compiles, defines, and interprets the core theological concepts found within the New Testament
scriptures. This reference tool is not merely a lexicon of biblical terms but a scholarly work that bridges
linguistic, historical, and doctrinal studies to provide comprehensive insights into the theological underpinnings
of early Christian texts. For theologians, seminary students, clergy, and biblical scholars, the dictionary
represents an indispensable guide to understanding the multifaceted dimensions of New Testament theology.

Understanding the Purpose and Scope

At its core, the dictionary of New Testament theology aims to illuminate the theological vocabulary and
concepts that appear throughout the New Testament writings. Unlike general biblical dictionaries that focus
broadly on historical, cultural, and literary elements, this specialized dictionary zeroes in on theological
themes such as Christology, soteriology, pneumatology, ecclesiology, and eschatology. It explores how
these themes are articulated in the original Greek language and contextualizes them within the socio-religious
milieu of the first-century Mediterranean world.

One distinctive feature of this dictionary is its commitment to thorough exegesis combined with theological
reflection. It does not merely define terms; it explores their semantic range, usage across different New
Testament authors, and linkage to Old Testament concepts. This dual approach enhances the reader’s ability
to grasp both linguistic nuances and doctrinal significance.

Historical Development and Key Editions



The most renowned work titled *Dictionary of New Testament Theology* was originally edited by Colin
Brown and published in the late 20th century. This multi-volume series became a standard reference, praised for
its scholarly rigor and breadth. It brought together contributions from leading biblical scholars and
theologians, ensuring a diversity of perspectives and methodological approaches.

Subsequent editions and similar dictionaries have sought to build upon Brown’s foundation, updating entries to
reflect recent scholarship and archaeological discoveries. Some modern adaptations incorporate digital
accessibility, offering interactive features that enhance research capabilities.

Critical Features and Analytical Strengths

The dictionary’s analytical strength lies in several key areas that distinguish it from other theological
reference works:

Lexical Precision: Each entry begins with an examination of the Greek term, including etymology and
variations, which is vital for understanding the term’s precise meaning in different contexts.

Contextual Theological Interpretation: Beyond lexical definition, the dictionary analyzes how terms
relate to broader theological themes, drawing connections between scripture passages and doctrinal
formulations.

Interdisciplinary Approach: It integrates insights from biblical studies, theology, history, and
linguistics, offering a holistic view of New Testament theology.

Comparative Analysis: Many entries compare New Testament usage with Old Testament antecedents,
highlighting continuity and development within the biblical canon.

These features contribute to the dictionary’s reputation as an authoritative and nuanced tool for
theological study.

Comparisons with Other Theological Dictionaries

When compared to other popular biblical reference works, such as the *Anchor Bible Dictionary* or the *New
International Dictionary of New Testament Theology and Exegesis*, the *Dictionary of New Testament
Theology* stands out for its exclusive focus on theological concepts rather than general biblical
scholarship. While the *Anchor Bible Dictionary* offers a broad interdisciplinary approach covering
archaeology, history, and biblical criticism, the dictionary in question narrows its lens to the theological
dimensions specifically, providing more specialized depth.

Another point of comparison is the balance between accessibility and academic rigor. Some dictionaries prioritize
readability for lay readers, while others cater primarily to scholars. The *Dictionary of New Testament
Theology* tends to occupy a middle ground, featuring scholarly depth with clear, precise language that can
be navigated by advanced students and professionals alike.

Applications and Relevance in Contemporary Scholarship

Beyond academic circles, the dictionary of New Testament theology holds significant relevance for
contemporary theological discourse and ecclesial teaching. Its detailed expositions assist pastors and
educators in crafting sermons and lessons that are both theologically sound and contextually informed. The
dictionary’s precise definitions help avoid common misconceptions that can arise from superficial readings of



biblical texts.

In theological research, the dictionary often serves as a foundational reference for writing dissertations,
articles, and books. Its extensive bibliographies and cross-references facilitate deeper investigation into specific
topics such as justification, sanctification, or the nature of the Kingdom of God.

Digital Integration and Modern Accessibility

With the rise of digital technology, many theological dictionaries, including the dictionary of New Testament
theology, have adapted to electronic formats. Online platforms and software like Bible study tools now
incorporate dictionary entries with hyperlinks, enabling instant access during scriptural exegesis. This digital
integration enhances usability for both academic research and personal study.

However, some critics argue that digital versions may lack the tactile engagement and the comprehensive
editorial oversight found in printed volumes. Despite this, the convenience and searchability of digital editions
have made the dictionary more accessible to a global audience.

Assessing the Pros and Cons

To provide a balanced perspective, it’s important to weigh the advantages and limitations of the dictionary of
New Testament theology:

Pros:

Comprehensive theological coverage with precise lexical analysis.

Contributions from leading scholars ensure authoritative content.

Integration of historical and linguistic insights enriches understanding.

Useful for a wide range of users, from students to seasoned theologians.

Cons:

May be dense for readers without background in biblical languages or theology.

Multi-volume sets can be costly and cumbersome for personal libraries.

Some entries may reflect the theological biases of contributors.

Digital versions vary in quality and completeness.

Despite these considerations, the dictionary’s scholarly value remains widely recognized.



Conclusion: The Dictionary’s Enduring Impact

The dictionary of New Testament theology continues to be a foundational resource in biblical and theological
studies, offering in-depth analysis that bridges language, history, and doctrine. As new discoveries and
interpretive approaches emerge, ongoing revisions and editions ensure that this dictionary remains relevant and
authoritative. For anyone serious about exploring the theological heartbeat of the New Testament, this
dictionary provides a rich, nuanced, and indispensable tool for understanding the faith’s scriptural
foundations.

Dictionary Of New Testament Theology

  dictionary of new testament theology: New International Dictionary of New Testament
Theology Zondervan,, 2017-10-17 This abridgment of Colin Brown’s original four volume work is
arranged with its entries in Greek alphabet order, which makes it easy to find the discussion of a
particular word. All Greek words are transliterated into English and linked with their
Goodrick/Kohlenberger numbers. This book was formerly titled The NIV Theological Dictionary of
New Testament Words. Now it has been reset in double columns and wider margins.
  dictionary of new testament theology: Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, Volume
I Gerhard Kittel, Geoffrey William Bromiley, Gerhard Friedrich, 1964-03-18 Substantial articles on
2000+ Greek words that are theologically significant in the New Testament. Traces usage in
classical Greek literature, the Septuagint, intertestamental texts, and the New Testament.
  dictionary of new testament theology: The New International Dictionary of New
Testament Theology Colin Brown, 1975 THE NEW INTERNATIONAL DICTIONARY OF THE NEW
TESTAMENT THEOLOGY is, first, a basic translation, and then an extensive revision and
considerable enlargement, of a German work entitled THEOLOGISCHES BEGRIFFSLEXIKON ZUM
NEUEN TESTAMENT. On its first publication in German this was recognised as a major work of
reference, and has since become more and more widely acclaimed as an important tool for
understanding the theology and message of the Bible. Its translation and publication in this new
English edition, together with the extensive revisions and very considerable additions, have enlarged
it so as to make it a unique source of information, invaluable to ministers, teachers, and anyone
interested in the study as well as the teaching of the Bible.
  dictionary of new testament theology: The Concise New International Dictionary of New
Testament Theology and Exegesis Zondervan,, 2021-12-14 The Exegesis Quick-Reference Tool Every
Pastor, Teacher, Student, and Scholar Needs The Concise New International Dictionary of New
Testament Theology and Exegesis (CNIDNTTE) by Christopher A. Beetham is a significant resource
for those looking for a quick-reference guide to aid in exegesis and interpretation. It retains all the
essentials of the monumental and magisterial New International Dictionary of New Testament
Theology and Exegesis edited by Moises Silva, bringing together its most important elements into
one accessible volume. This reference includes the most vital, relevant information needed to delve
deep into the study of the Greek words used in Scripture for study of the New Testament--its texts
and theology. This volume offers a wealth of background and information on the meaning of Greek
words in the New Testament, as well as related usage in classical Greek sources, the Greek Old
Testament (Septuagint), and extrabiblical Second Temple Jewish literature. This significant tool
offers the following features: All the nearly 800 entries covering over 3,000 Greek words found in
the full edition are included and presented in the same order and arrangement Retains
approximately 60 percent of the original edition, with the emphasis now on synchronic word study
and usage in the Greek Old Testament, extrabiblical Second Temple literature, and especially the
New Testament The unique arrangement according to Greek words and use of English concepts is
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retained from the full edition and allows all users to access Greek terms regardless of their level of
competence in Greek. This edition retains the significant semantic-domain tool that directs the
reader to all the Greek words that have something to do with a particular English word or concept.
For example, under the English words Resurrection, there is a list of four Greek words that are
related to that topic. Discussions reflect the latest in modern scholarship Bibliographies retain
essential references to other standard lexicons and theological dictionaries The Concise New
International Dictionary of New Testament Theology and Exegesis is the ideal tool for pastors, Bible
teachers, students, and scholars engaging in exegesis. It is packed with the essential information
needed to study the New Testament.
  dictionary of new testament theology: New International Dictionary of Old Testament
Theology & Exegesis Willem VanGemeren, 1997 A five-volume set with more than 5,000 separate
entries which give a nuanced understanding of the meaning of words and concepts in the context of
the Ancient Near East and of the Old Testament, as well as a grasp of similarities and differences
among words within the same semantic field or domain. Each volume has a separate ISBN. Volume I
(48170-8) begins with ten essays which provide a guide to the field of biblical hermeneutics and
interpretation, followed by the lexical dictionary which is continued in Volumes II (20217-5), III
(20218-3) and IV (20219-1). Volume IV also contains a topical dictionary and cross-references to the
lexical volumes. The indexes are in Volume V (21311-8). Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc.,
Portland, OR
  dictionary of new testament theology: Exegetical Dictionary of the New Testament, Vol.
2 horst Balz, Gerhard M. Schneider, 2004-01-20 The English translation of the three-volume
Exegetisches Wrterbuch zum Neuen Testament, this monumental work by an ecumenical group of
scholars is first of all a complete English dictionary of New Testament Greek. Going beyond that,
however EDNT also serves as a guide to the usage of every New Testament word in its various
contexts, and it makes a significant contribution to New Testament exegesis and theology. EDNT's
thorough, lengthy discussions of more significant words and its grouping of words related by root
and meaning (with alphabetical cross-references) distinguish it from simpler Greek-English lexicons.
Advancing the discussion of the Theological Dictionary of the Old Testament, EDNT summarizes
more recent treatments of numerous questions in New Testament study and takes into consideration
newer viewpoints of linguistics.
  dictionary of new testament theology: Exegetical Dictionary of the New Testament, Vol. 1
horst Balz, Gerhard M. Schneider, 2004-01-14 The English translation of the three-volume
Exegetisches Wrterbuch zum Neuen Testament, this monumental work by an ecumenical group of
scholars is first of all a complete English dictionary of New Testament Greek. Going beyond that,
however EDNT also serves as a guide to the usage of every New Testament word in its various
contexts, and it makes a significant contribution to New Testament exegesis and theology. EDNT's
thorough, lengthy discussions of more significant words and its grouping of words related by root
and meaning (with alphabetical cross-references) distinguish it from simpler Greek-English lexicons.
Advancing the discussion of the Theological Dictionary of the Old Testament, EDNT summarizes
more recent treatments of numerous questions in New Testament study and takes into consideration
newer viewpoints of linguistics.
  dictionary of new testament theology: New Dictionary of Biblical Theology T Desmond
Alexander, Brian S Rosner, 2020-05-21 In recent years our knowledge of the individual parts of the
Bible has increased greatly, but our understanding of how they fit together has not kept pace. In
particular, the relationship between the Old and New Testaments has been a neglected field of
study. The latest in IVP's developing family of New Dictionaries, the 'New Dictionary of Biblical
Theology' is an essential tool for students, preachers and ministers, as well as for scholars and
others seeking a better grasp of the Bible's teaching. The aim of this prestigious dictionary is to
integrate the various biblical books and themes into the overarching story of the Scriptures. The
volume embodies three perspectives on biblical theology, which are reflected in its structure.
  dictionary of new testament theology: Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, Volume



III Gerhard Kittel, Geoffrey William Bromiley, Gerhard Friedrich, 1966-05-06 Substantial articles on
2000+ Greek words that are theologically significant in the New Testament. Traces usage in
classical Greek literature, the Septuagint, intertestamental texts, and the New Testament.
  dictionary of new testament theology: Theological Dictionary of the New Testament,
Volume VI Gerhard Kittel, Geoffrey William Bromiley, Gerhard Friedrich, 1969-07-03 Substantial
articles on 2000+ Greek words that are theologically significant in the New Testament. Traces usage
in classical Greek literature, the Septuagint, intertestamental texts, and the New Testament.
  dictionary of new testament theology: The NIV Theological Dictionary of New Testament
Words Verlyn D. Verbrugge, 2001-03-01 This is an abridgment of the standard New Testament
Greek theological dictionary written for those with only a limited knowledge of biblical Greek.
  dictionary of new testament theology: Dictionary of New Testament Theology Colin
Brown, 1988-12-31
  dictionary of new testament theology: New International Dictionary of New Testament
Theology Verlyn D. Verbrugge, 2003-12-01 An abridged edition of the New International Dictionary
of New Testament Theology---written for those with a limited knowledge of biblical Greek. This book
was previously titled The NIV Theological Dictionary of New Testament Words.
  dictionary of new testament theology: Exegetical Dictionary of the New Testament, Vol. 3
horst Balz, Gerhard M. Schneider, 2004-01-14 The English translation of the three-volume
Exegetisches Wrterbuch zum Neuen Testament, this monumental work by an ecumenical group of
scholars is first of all a complete English dictionary of New Testament Greek. Going beyond that,
however EDNT also serves as a guide to the usage of every New Testament word in its various
contexts, and it makes a significant contribution to New Testament exegesis and theology. EDNT's
thorough, lengthy discussions of more significant words and its grouping of words related by root
and meaning (with alphabetical cross-references) distinguish it from simpler Greek-English lexicons.
Advancing the discussion of the Theological Dictionary of the Old Testament, EDNT summarizes
more recent treatments of numerous questions in New Testament study and takes into consideration
newer viewpoints of linguistics.
  dictionary of new testament theology: New Testament Theology Leon Morris, 2011-03-01
This work is not a history of New Testament times, nor an account of New Testament religion. Nor
does it proceed from a view that the New Testament was written as theology. We must bear in mind
that the writers of the New Testament books were not writing set theological pieces. They were
concerned with the needs of the churches for which they wrote. Those churches already had the Old
Testament, but these new writings became in time the most significant part of the Scriptures of the
believing community. As such, they should be studied in their own right, and these questions should
be asked: What do these writings mean? What is the theology they express or imply? What is of
permanent validity in them? We read these writings across a barrier of many centuries and from a
standpoint of a very different culture. We make every effort to allow for this, but we never succeed
perfectly. In this book I am trying hard to find out what the New Testament authors meant, and this
not as an academic exercise, but as the necessary prelude to our understanding of what their
writings mean for us today. -- From the Introduction
  dictionary of new testament theology: The New International Dictionary of New
Testament Theology Colin Brown,
  dictionary of new testament theology: New Testament Theology I. Howard Marshall,
2010-02-23 I.Howard Marshall's New Testament theology guides students with its clarity and its
comprehensive vision, delights teachers with its sterling summaries and perceptive panoramas, and
rewards expositors with a fund of insights for preaching.
  dictionary of new testament theology: The Concise New International Dictionary of New
Testament Theology and Exegesis Christopher A Beetham, 2021-12-14 The Concise New
International Dictionary of New Testament Theology and Exegesis by Christopher A. Beetham is a
significant resource for those looking for a quick-reference guide to aid in exegesis and
interpretation. It is the ideal resource for pastors, teachers, students, and scholars engaging in



exegesis and study of the New Testament.
  dictionary of new testament theology: Theological Dictionary of the New Testament Gerhard
Kittel, Geoffrey William Bromiley, Gerhard Friedrich, 1964 Substantial articles on 2000+ Greek
words that are theologically significant in the New Testament. Traces usage in classical Greek
literature, the Septuagint, intertestamental texts, and the New Testament.
  dictionary of new testament theology: The New International Dictionary of New
Testament Theology , 1986
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