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Brief Interviews with Hideous Men: Exploring David Foster Wallace’s Provocative Narrative

brief interviews with hideous men is a phrase that immediately evokes curiosity and perhaps a bit
of discomfort. It refers to a unique collection of short stories by David Foster Wallace, a celebrated
American writer known for his intricate prose, deep psychological insight, and sometimes unsettling
explorations of human nature. This anthology, published in 1999, delves into the minds of various
men whose perspectives and behaviors challenge conventional notions of decency, attractiveness,
and morality. Understanding these stories gives us a window into not just the characters but also the
complexities of human relationships, identity, and the often ugly truths beneath social facades.

What Are Brief Interviews with Hideous Men?

At its core, *Brief Interviews with Hideous Men* is a collection of short stories, each structured as
an “interview” or monologue from a man who is, in some way, “hideous.” This hideousness is not
necessarily about physical appearance but more about emotional, psychological, or moral flaws.
Wallace uses these characters to examine themes like misogyny, loneliness, alienation, and the often
problematic ways men relate to women and themselves.

The stories are experimental in style, often blending dry humor with brutal honesty, and they
frequently disrupt traditional narrative forms. This approach invites readers to engage actively with
the text, reflecting on the uncomfortable truths being presented rather than passively consuming a
straightforward story.

David Foster Wallace’s Narrative Style

Wallace’s writing style in these interviews is distinctive—marked by long, intricate sentences,
footnotes, and a blend of irony and sincerity. This style mirrors the complex, often contradictory
nature of the characters themselves. Instead of straightforward storytelling, the narratives mimic
the fragmented and sometimes chaotic way we think and speak, especially when grappling with
difficult emotions or truths.

This style also allows Wallace to explore the unreliability of the narrators. Since many of these
“interviews” are one-sided, readers must read between the lines to understand the deeper
implications of what is being said—and what is being left unsaid.

Thematic Exploration: The Ugly Side of Masculinity

One of the central themes in *Brief Interviews with Hideous Men* is the critique of masculinity and
how it can manifest in destructive ways. The “hideous men” often reveal their insecurities, biases,
and harmful behaviors through their brutally honest interviews.



Misogyny and Power Dynamics

Many of the interviews expose the underlying misogyny in the characters’ worldviews. These men
often try to rationalize or justify their treatment of women, revealing a disturbing power imbalance.
Wallace’s stories do not excuse their behavior but instead lay it bare for readers to grapple with.

By presenting these perspectives without overt judgment, Wallace forces readers to confront
uncomfortable realities about gender relations and the societal norms that perpetuate these
dynamics.

Loneliness and Alienation

Another recurring theme is the profound loneliness and alienation these men experience. Despite
their flaws, many characters express a deep desire for connection and understanding, which they
are unable to achieve due to their own emotional barriers or social conditioning.

This adds a layer of complexity to the “hideousness” — it’s not simply about being morally corrupt
but also about being deeply human, flawed, and struggling.

Why Brief Interviews with Hideous Men Remains
Relevant

Over two decades since its publication, this collection remains a vital work for anyone interested in
contemporary literature, masculinity studies, or psychological narratives.

Insights into Toxic Masculinity

In the context of ongoing conversations about toxic masculinity and gender equality, Wallace’s
stories provide a nuanced look at how harmful behaviors can be both a cause and effect of deeper
psychological issues. The stories encourage readers to reflect on how societal expectations shape
men’s behavior and the consequences on both men and women.

Literary Experimentation and Influence

Beyond thematic significance, *Brief Interviews with Hideous Men* is often studied for its innovative
narrative techniques. Wallace’s blending of postmodern irony with earnest emotional inquiry
influenced many writers and expanded the possibilities of short story forms.



Engaging with the Stories: Tips for Readers

For those new to David Foster Wallace or this particular collection, the stories can be challenging
but rewarding. Here are some tips to enhance your reading experience:

e Take your time: Wallace’s prose is dense and layered. Reading slowly and reflecting on each
interview can help uncover deeper meanings.

e Consider the narrators’ reliability: Remember that these men are often biased or self-
deceptive. Question what they say and look for contradictions.

¢ Look beyond surface ugliness: Try to identify the human emotions and vulnerabilities
beneath the “hideous” exteriors.

e Discuss with others: These stories are rich topics for book clubs or literary discussions,
offering multiple interpretations and insights.

The Impact of Brief Interviews with Hideous Men on
Contemporary Culture

The influence of *Brief Interviews with Hideous Men* extends beyond literary circles. The collection
has inspired adaptations, including a 2009 film directed by John Krasinski, which brought these
unsettling interviews to a visual medium, introducing the stories to a broader audience.

In academic settings, the book is often used to examine gender politics, narrative structure, and the
psychology of flawed characters. Its candid exploration of uncomfortable topics continues to provoke
thought and debate, making it a significant cultural touchstone.

Why These Stories Matter Today

In an era increasingly focused on inclusivity and mental health awareness, revisiting Wallace'’s
interviews offers valuable perspectives on how societal pressures and personal insecurities
intertwine. The stories remind us that confronting ugliness—whether literal or metaphorical—is
essential for growth and understanding.

They challenge readers to look beyond appearances and stereotypes, encouraging empathy for the
complexities of human behavior, even when it is difficult to accept.

Exploring *Brief Interviews with Hideous Men* is a journey into the darker corners of the male
psyche, framed with literary brilliance and emotional depth. These stories prompt important



questions about identity, power, and the often messy nature of human relationships—questions that
remain as relevant today as when the book first appeared on shelves.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Brief Interviews with Hideous Men' about?

'Brief Interviews with Hideous Men' is a collection of short stories by David Foster Wallace that
explores complex and often troubling aspects of male behavior and relationships through a series of
fictional interviews.

Who is the author of 'Brief Interviews with Hideous Men'?

The author of 'Brief Interviews with Hideous Men' is David Foster Wallace, an acclaimed American
writer known for his innovative and thought-provoking works.

What themes are explored in '‘Brief Interviews with Hideous
Men'?
The book delves into themes such as masculinity, power dynamics, communication, loneliness, and

the darker sides of human relationships, often highlighting the flaws and insecurities of its male
characters.

How is the narrative structured in 'Brief Interviews with
Hideous Men'?

The narrative is structured as a series of brief, often fragmented interviews and monologues that
reveal the inner thoughts and contradictions of various male characters, providing multiple
perspectives on similar issues.

Has 'Brief Interviews with Hideous Men' been adapted into
other media?

Yes, 'Brief Interviews with Hideous Men' was adapted into a film in 2009, directed by John Krasinski,
which attempts to capture the book's complex exploration of male psychology and interpersonal
relationships.

Additional Resources

Brief Interviews with Hideous Men: A Critical Examination of David Foster Wallace’s Provocative
Collection

brief interviews with hideous men is a collection of short stories by David Foster Wallace that has
sparked extensive discussion and analysis since its publication in 1999. The work delves into
complex themes such as masculinity, alienation, and the darker aspects of human psychology, often



through fragmented narratives and unreliable narrators. This article offers an investigative and
professional review of the collection, exploring its stylistic innovations, thematic depth, and cultural
relevance, while integrating key concepts and LSI keywords such as postmodern literature,
character studies, narrative techniques, and gender critique.

Exploring the Fabric of "Brief Interviews with Hideous
Men"

David Foster Wallace’s "Brief Interviews with Hideous Men" is a seminal work in late 20th-century
American literature, notable for its experimental form and challenging subject matter. The book
comprises 23 stories, many of which adopt the format of interviews or monologues, presenting a
mosaic of male voices that range from the introspective to the grotesquely candid. This narrative
style allows Wallace to dissect the intricacies of male identity and the often toxic cultural constructs
surrounding it.

At its core, this collection functions as a psychological and sociological inquiry into masculinity. The
“hideous men” referenced are not necessarily physically unattractive but rather emotionally and
morally flawed, exposing vulnerabilities and contradictions that resonate with readers familiar with
postmodern literature’s tendency to question traditional narratives and identities.

Structural and Stylistic Innovations

One of the defining features of "brief interviews with hideous men" is its unconventional narrative
structure. Wallace employs a fragmented storytelling approach, often breaking the fourth wall and
blending dialogue with internal monologue. This technique reflects the postmodern penchant for
metafiction, where the act of storytelling itself becomes a subject of inquiry.

The titular “interviews” are sometimes incomplete or interrupted, which creates a sense of
disorientation but also mirrors the complexity of human communication and the elusiveness of truth.
These fragmented interviews serve as a metaphor for the fractured nature of identity, particularly
male identity under societal pressures.

Wallace’s use of language is another noteworthy aspect. His prose oscillates between clinical
precision and colloquial banter, capturing the nuances of everyday speech while maintaining a
literary sophistication. This duality enhances the authenticity of the characters and deepens the
reader’s engagement with the text.

Thematic Exploration: Masculinity and Alienation

Central to the collection is an unflinching examination of masculinity. The stories probe the
contradictions inherent in male behavior, highlighting themes of power, insecurity, and emotional
repression. Wallace’s men are often trapped in a cycle of self-delusion and social conditioning,
revealing the “hideousness” not in outward appearance but in psychological and ethical dimensions.



Alienation emerges as a pervasive theme, with characters struggling to connect meaningfully with
others or even themselves. This aligns with broader trends in late 20th-century literature, which
frequently address feelings of isolation in an increasingly fragmented world. The interviews become
confessional spaces where the men expose their deepest fears and failures, yet the confessions are
often self-serving or evasive, underscoring the difficulty of genuine communication.

Contextualizing "Brief Interviews with Hideous Men" in
Contemporary Literature

Wallace's collection occupies a unique place within the landscape of contemporary American fiction.
Unlike traditional character studies that aim to elicit sympathy or understanding, these stories
challenge readers to confront uncomfortable truths about gender dynamics and human frailty. This
has led to varied critical receptions, ranging from acclaim for its intellectual rigor to criticism for
perceived misogyny or bleakness.

Comparisons with Similar Works

When compared to other postmodern works, such as those by Thomas Pynchon or Don Delillo, "brief
interviews with hideous men" stands out for its intense focus on interpersonal relationships rather
than grand societal narratives. Unlike Pynchon’s sprawling conspiracies or DeLillo’s cultural
critiques, Wallace zooms in on the microscopic—men’s inner lives and their often destructive
interactions.

Similarly, examining this collection alongside feminist literary critiques reveals the tension between
representation and reinforcement of gender stereotypes. Some readers view Wallace’s portrayal of
male characters as a necessary exposure of toxic masculinity, while others argue it risks
perpetuating harmful tropes without sufficient redemptive elements.

Impact on Readers and Cultural Significance

The cultural impact of "brief interviews with hideous men" can be gauged by its enduring presence
in academic syllabi and literary discussions. Its probing insights into male psychology resonate in an
era increasingly attentive to gender issues and mental health. The book’s raw honesty and stylistic
boldness have influenced a generation of writers who seek to explore identity beyond surface-level
narratives.

Moreover, the inclusion of interview formats within fiction has inspired innovative approaches in
narrative nonfiction and hybrid genres. By blurring the lines between fiction and reality, Wallace
invites readers to question the reliability of any narrative voice, a hallmark of postmodern
skepticism.



Analytical Breakdown of Key Stories

To appreciate the collection’s depth, it is useful to analyze select stories that exemplify its themes
and techniques.

“Brief Interview #1”

The opening story introduces the motif of the interview as a confessional yet evasive encounter. The
male subject reveals personal insecurities and contradictions, reflecting the broader theme of
fractured identity. The sparse dialogue and interruptions emphasize the difficulty of truthful self-
expression.

“The Suffering Channel”

This story shifts from interviews to a more traditional narrative but retains the psychological focus.
It explores emotional repression and the consequences of detachment, illustrating the “hideousness”
as a form of self-inflicted suffering.

“Octet”

“Octet” is notable for its dense, experimental prose and stream-of-consciousness style. It challenges
readers to navigate complex sentence structures, mirroring the complexity of the narrator’s psyche.
The story delves into themes of guilt, desire, and existential angst, encapsulating Wallace’s literary
ambitions.

Pros and Cons of "Brief Interviews with Hideous Men"

e Pros: Innovative narrative style, deep psychological insight, challenging traditional
masculinity, literary craftsmanship.

e Cons: Can be perceived as bleak or misogynistic, demanding reading experience, fragmented
structure may alienate some readers.

These factors contribute to the collection’s polarizing nature but also underscore its significance as
a work that pushes literary boundaries.



The Role of "Brief Interviews with Hideous Men" in
Gender Discourse

Wallace’s work intersects with discussions on toxic masculinity, gender roles, and emotional
vulnerability. By giving voice to “hideous men,” the stories expose the social conditioning that
fosters harmful behaviors and emotional disconnect. This approach aligns with contemporary
conversations about redefining masculinity to include empathy and self-awareness.

At the same time, the collection raises questions about the portrayal of male characters who are
often unlikable or morally ambiguous. It prompts readers to consider whether such depictions
challenge or reinforce stereotypes, a debate that continues in literary and cultural studies.

Implications for Modern Readers

For modern audiences, “brief interviews with hideous men” offers a window into the complexities of
male identity at the turn of the millennium, still relevant in today’s context of evolving gender
norms. The stories encourage critical reflection on personal and societal attitudes towards
masculinity, making the collection a valuable text for both literary enthusiasts and scholars in
gender studies.

The book’s candid exploration of emotional repression also highlights the importance of mental
health awareness, particularly among men who may struggle with societal expectations about
vulnerability.

David Foster Wallace’s "Brief Interviews with Hideous Men" remains a provocative and essential
work that challenges readers to confront uncomfortable truths about identity, communication, and
the human condition. Through its innovative narrative structures and incisive character studies, the
collection continues to stimulate debate and inspire new approaches to storytelling in contemporary
literature.

Brief Interviews With Hideous Men

brief interviews with hideous men: Brief Interviews with Hideous Men David Foster Wallace,
2009-09-24 In this thought-provoking and playful short story collection, David Foster Wallace
nudges at the boundaries of fiction with inimitable wit and seductive intelligence. Wallace's stories
present a world where the bizarre and the banal are interwoven and where hideous men appear in
many guises. Among the stories are 'The Depressed Person,' a dazzling and blackly humorous
portrayal of a woman's mental state; 'Adult World,' which reveals a woman's agonized consideration
of her confusing sexual relationship with her husband; and 'Brief Interviews with Hideous Men,' a
dark, hilarious series of imagined interviews with men on the subject of their relations with women.
Wallace delights in leftfield observation, mining the absurd, the surprising, and the illuminating from
every situation. This collection will enthrall DFW fans, and provides a perfect introduction for new


https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-157/brief-interviews-with-hideous-men.pdf

readers.

brief interviews with hideous men: Brief Interviews with Hideous Men David Foster
Wallace, 2000 In his startling and singular new short story collection, David Foster Wallace nudges
at the boundaries of fiction with inimitable wit and seductive intelligence. Among the stories are
'The Depressed Person', a dazzling and blackly humorous portrayal of a woman's mental state; 'Adult
World', which reveals a woman's agonised consideration of her confusing sexual relationship with
her husband; and 'Brief Interviews with Hideous Men', a dark, hilarious series of portraits of men
whose fear of women renders them grotesque. Wallace's stories present a world where the bizarre
and the banal are interwoven and where hideous men appear in many different guises.
Thought-provoking and playful, this collection confirms David Foster Wallace as one of the most
imaginative young writers around. Wallace delights in leftfield observation, mining the ironic, the
surprising and the illuminating from every situation. His new collection will delight his growing
number of fans, and provide a perfect introduction for new readers.

brief interviews with hideous men: A Not-so-brief Interview with David Foster Wallace’s
Hideous Men Nandini Nalam, 2025 My thesis assesses the quality of self-conceptualisation and self-
representation in David Foster Wallace’s anthology ‘Brief Interviews With Hideous Men.” My first
chapter articulates the struggle to represent the self, where I talk about the postmodern
fragmentation of thought and language, alongside silencing as a motif in Wallace’s text. My second
chapter then locates a subsequent, compromised self-representation that emerges from the struggle.
This self-representation is “negotiated” within complex artistic, familial or relational spheres, and is
ultimately characterised by shame, anger and lovelessness. Gender (as an oppressive force) is
considered. My third chapter ultimately locates an alternative outcome in Wallace’s other
characters, where their struggle to represent themselves results instead in an idealistic, constantly
revising paralysis. Here, I focus on stylistic choices like repetition or a dialogic internal voice.
Consistently, I am concerned with genre and how the gestural, episodic nature of the short story
lends itself to disembodied, alienated depictions of the self. I conclude with reflections on
masculinity and authorial reception.

brief interviews with hideous men: BRIEF INTERVIEWS WITH HIDEOUS MEN John
Krasinski, 2009

brief interviews with hideous men: Brief Interviews with Hideous Men David Foster
Wallace, 2014-06-29 A collection of 23 stories, several of which deal with misunderstandings
between men and women. In one, a man assumes that women find his mutilated arm sexy, in another
a wife is inhibited in her lovemaking by fear that her husband will think she is a slut.

brief interviews with hideous men: Brief Interviews with Hideous Men David Foster
Wallace, 2000-01

brief interviews with hideous men: Understanding David Foster Wallace Marshall Boswell,
2020-09-30 Since its publication in 2003, Understanding David Foster Wallace has served as an
accessible introduction to the rich array of themes and formal innovations that have made Wallace's
fiction so popular and influential. A seminal text in the burgeoning field of David Foster Wallace
studies, the original edition of Understanding David Foster Wallace was nevertheless incomplete as
it addressed only his first four works of fiction—namely the novels The Broom of the System and
Infinite Jest and the story collections Girl with Curious Hair and Brief Interviews with Hideous Men.
This revised edition adds two new chapters covering his final story collection, Oblivion, and his
posthumous novel, The Pale King. Tracing Wallace's relationship to modernism and postmodernism,
this volume provides close readings of all his major works of fiction. Although critics sometimes label
Wallace a postmodern writer, Boswell argues that he should be regarded as the nervous leader of
some still-unnamed (and perhaps unnamable) third wave of modernism. In charting a new direction
for literary practice, Wallace does not seek to overturn postmodernism, nor does he call for a return
to modernism. Rather his work moves resolutely forward while hoisting the baggage of modernism
and postmodernism heavily, but respectfully, on its back. Like the books that serve as its primary
subject, Boswell's study directly confronts such arcane issues as postmodernism, information theory,




semiotics, the philosophy of Ludwig Wittgenstein, and poststructuralism, yet it does so in a way that
is comprehensible to a wide and general readership—the very same readership that has
enthusiastically embraced Wallace's challenging yet entertaining and redemptive fiction.

brief interviews with hideous men: David Foster Wallace's Toxic Sexuality Edward Jackson,
2020-06-11 David Foster Wallace's Toxic Sexuality: Hideousness, Neoliberalism, Spermatics is the
first full-length study of perhaps the most controversial aspect of Wallace's work - male sexuality.
Departing from biographical accounts of Wallace's troubled relationship to sex, the book offers new
and engaging close readings of this vexed topic in both his fiction and non-fiction. Wallace
consistently returns to images of sexual toxicity across his career to argue that, when it comes to
sex, men are immutably hideous. He makes this argument by drawing on a variety of neoliberal
logics and spermatic metaphors, which in their appeal to apparently neutral economic processes and
natural bodily facts, forestall the possibility that men can change. The book therefore provides a
revisionist account of Wallace's attitudes towards capitalism, as well as a critical dissection of his
approach to masculinity and sexuality. In doing so, David Foster Wallace's Toxic Sexuality shows
how Wallace can be considered a neoliberal writer, whose commitment to furthering male sexual
toxicity is a disturbing but undeniable part of his literary project.

brief interviews with hideous men: Changing My Mind Zadie Smith, 2009-11-12 [These
essays] reflect a lively, unselfconscious, rigorous, erudite, and earnestly open mind that's busy
refining its view of life, literature, and a great deal in between. —Los Angeles Times Split into five
sections--Reading, Being, Seeing, Feeling, and Remembering--Changing My Mind finds Zadie Smith
casting an acute eye over material both personal and cultural. This engaging collection of essays,
some published here for the first time, reveals Smith as a passionate and precise essayist, equally at
home in the world of great books and bad movies, family and philosophy, British comedians and
Italian divas. Whether writing on Katherine Hepburn, Kafka, Anna Magnani, or Zora Neale Hurston,
she brings deft care to the art of criticism with a style both sympathetic and insightful. Changing My
Mind is journalism at its most expansive, intelligent, and funny--a gift to readers and writers both.

brief interviews with hideous men: The Cambridge Companion to David Foster Wallace
Ralph Clare, 2018-09-20 A compelling, comprehensive, and substantive introduction to the work of
David Foster Wallace.

brief interviews with hideous men: Frag[men]ted Hamish Ansley, 2017

brief interviews with hideous men: David Foster Wallace in Context Clare Hayes-Brady,
2022-12-01 David Foster Wallace is regarded as one of the most important American writers of the
twentieth and twenty-first centuries. This book introduces readers to the literary, philosophical and
political contexts of Wallace's work. An accessible and useable resource, this volume conceptualizes
his work within long-standing critical traditions and with a new awareness of his importance for
American literary studies. It shows the range of issues and contexts that inform the work and
reading of David Foster Wallace, connecting his writing to diverse ideas, periods and themes. Essays
cover topics on gender, sex, violence, race, philosophy, poetry and geography, among many others,
guiding new and long-standing readers in understanding the work and influence of this important
writer.

brief interviews with hideous men: David Foster Wallace's Infinite Jest Stephen J. Burn,
2012-04-19 Infinite Jest has been hailed as one the great modern American novels and its author,
David Foster Wallace, who committed suicide in 2008, as one of the most influential and innovative
authors of the past 20 years. Don DelLillo called Infinite Jest a three-stage rocket to the future, a
work equal to the huge, babbling spin-out sweep of contemporary life, while Time Magazine
included Infinite Jest on its list of 100 Greatest Novels published between 1923-2006. David Foster
Wallace's Infinite Jest: A Reader's Guide was the first book to be published on the novel and is a key
reference for those who wish to explore further. Infinite Jest has become an exemplar for difficulty in
contemporary Fiction-its 1,079 pages full of verbal invention, oblique narration, and a scattered,
nonlinear, chronology. In this comprehensively revised second edition, Burn maps Wallace's
influence on contemporary American fiction, outlines Wallace's poetics, and provides a full-length




study of the novel, drawing out the most important themes and ideas, before surveying Wallace's
post-Infinite Jest output, including The Pale King.

brief interviews with hideous men: The Problem of Free Will in David Foster Wallace Paolo
Pitari, 2024-06-27 This book argues that David Foster Wallace failed to provide a response to the
existential predicament of our time. Wallace wanted to confront despair through art, but he
remained trapped, and his entrapment originates in the existentialist contradiction: the impossibility
of affirming the meaningfulness of life and an ethics of compassion while believing in free will. To
substantiate this thesis, the analysis reads Wallace in conversation with the existentialist
philosophers and writers who influenced him: Sgren Kierkegaard, Fyodor Dostoevsky, Martin
Heidegger, Jean-Paul Sartre, Albert Camus, and Ludwig Wittgenstein. It compares his non-fiction
with the sociologies of Christopher Lasch, Zygmunt Bauman, Ulrich Beck and Elisabeth
Beck-Gernsheim, and Anthony Giddens. And it finds inspiration in Giacomo Leopardi, Friedrich
Nietzsche, and Emanuele Severino to conclude that the philosophy which pervades Wallace’s works
entails despair and represents the essence of our civilization’s interpretation of the world.

brief interviews with hideous men: Short Story Index , 2004

brief interviews with hideous men: New Media and the Transformation of Postmodern
American Literature Casey Michael Henry, 2019-02-07 How has American literature after
postmodernism responded to the digital age? Drawing on insights from contemporary media theory,
this is the first book to explore the explosion of new media technologies as an animating context for
contemporary American literature. Casey Michael Henry examines the intertwining histories of new
media forms since the 1970s and literary postmodernism and its aftermath, from William Gaddis's ]
R and Bret Easton Ellis's American Psycho through to David Foster Wallace's Infinite Jest. Through
these histories, the book charts the ways in which print-based postmodern writing at first resisted
new mass media forms and ultimately came to respond to them.

brief interviews with hideous men: Encyclopedia of Contemporary Writers and Their
Work Geoff Hamilton, Brian Jones, 2015-04-22 Presents an alphabetical reference guide detailing
the lives and works of authors associated with the English-language fiction of the twentieth and
twenty-first centuries.

brief interviews with hideous men: The Moral Worlds of Contemporary Realism Mary K.
Holland, 2020-06-11 Literature has never looked weirder--full of images, colors, gadgets, and
footnotes, and violating established norms of character, plot, and narrative structure. Yet over the
last 30 years, critics have coined more than 20 new “realisms” in their attempts to describe it. What
makes this decidedly unorthodox literature “realistic”? And if it is, then what does “realism” mean
anymore? Examining literature by dozens of writers, and over a century of theory and criticism
about realism, The Moral Worlds of Contemporary Realism sorts through the current critical
confusion to illustrate how our ideas about what is real and how best to depict it have changed
dramatically, especially in recent years. Along the way, Mary K. Holland guides the reader on a
lively tour through the landscape of contemporary literary studies--taking in metafiction, ideology,
posthumanism, postmodernism, and poststructuralism--with forays into quantum mechanics, new
materialism, and Buddhism as well, to give us entirely new ways of viewing how humans use
language to make sense of--and to make--the world.

brief interviews with hideous men: David Foster Wallace's Balancing Books Jeffrey Severs,
2017-01-03 What do we value? Why do we value it? And in a neoliberal age, can morality ever
displace money as the primary means of defining value? These are the questions that drove David
Foster Wallace, a writer widely credited with changing the face of contemporary fiction and moving
it beyond an emotionless postmodern irony. Jeffrey Severs argues in David Foster Wallace's
Balancing Books that Wallace was also deeply engaged with the social, political, and economic
issues of the twentieth and twenty-first centuries. A rebellious economic thinker, Wallace satirized
the deforming effects of money, questioned the logic of the monetary system, and saw the world
through the lens of value's many hidden and untapped meanings. In original readings of all of
Wallace's fiction, from The Broom of the System and Infinite Jest to his story collections and The



Pale King, Severs reveals Wallace to be a thoroughly political writer whose works provide an often
surreal history of financial crises and economic policies. As Severs demonstrates, the concept of
value occupied the intersection of Wallace's major interests: economics, work, metaphysics,
mathematics, and morality. Severs ranges from the Great Depression and the New Deal to the
realms of finance, insurance, and taxation to detail Wallace's quest for balance and grace in a world
of excess and entropy. Wallace showed characters struggling to place two feet on the ground and
restlessly sought to balance the books of a chaotic culture. Explaining why Wallace's work has
galvanized a new phase in contemporary global literature, Severs draws connections to key Wallace
forerunners Don DelLillo, Thomas Pynchon, and William Gaddis, as well as his successors—including
Dave Eggers, Teddy Wayne, Jonathan Lethem, and Zadie Smith—interpreting Wallace's legacy in
terms of finance, the gift, and office life.

brief interviews with hideous men: David Foster Wallace: Fiction and Form David Hering,
2016-09-08 A fresh reassessment of David Foster Wallace's entire fictional career and writing
process--
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