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African American Studies Courses Online: Exploring History, Culture, and
Social Impact

african american studies courses online have become an increasingly popular
way for students and lifelong learners alike to engage deeply with the rich
history, culture, and contributions of African Americans throughout U.S.
history and beyond. Whether you’re a college student seeking to fulfill
general education requirements, an educator aiming to diversify your
curriculum, or simply someone passionate about understanding the complexities
of race, identity, and social justice, online African American studies
programs offer flexibility and accessibility that traditional classrooms
sometimes can’t match.

These courses often cover a wide range of topics including African American
history, literature, civil rights movements, sociology, cultural studies, and
the ongoing issues of racial inequality and social justice. With the rise of
digital learning platforms and universities offering accredited online
programs, exploring African American studies has never been more convenient
or comprehensive.

Why Choose African American Studies Courses
Online?

Opting for african american studies courses online offers several benefits
that make learning more inclusive and adaptable to different lifestyles. One
of the key advantages is the flexibility to study at your own pace and from
any location. This is especially important for working professionals,
parents, or those balancing multiple commitments who want to deepen their
understanding of African American experiences without relocating or adhering
to rigid schedules.

Moreover, online platforms often provide a wealth of multimedia resources,
from video lectures and interactive discussions to primary source archives
and contemporary case studies. This variety helps students engage with the
material in meaningful ways, making the learning experience richer and more
dynamic compared to traditional textbooks alone.

Access to Diverse Perspectives

African American studies is inherently interdisciplinary, drawing from
history, sociology, political science, literature, and more. Online courses
frequently bring together professors and guest lecturers from various
backgrounds, offering a wide range of perspectives that enhance critical
thinking. You’ll encounter voices from historians, activists, artists, and
scholars who provide a multifaceted understanding of African American culture
and its impact on society.



Popular Topics Covered in African American
Studies Courses Online

The curriculum of african american studies courses online is designed to give
students a thorough grounding in the subject matter while encouraging
critical analysis of ongoing social issues. Some of the most common topics
include:

1. African American History and the Transatlantic
Slave Trade
Understanding the origins of the African diaspora and the profound effects of
slavery on American society is foundational. Courses delve into the
transatlantic slave trade, Reconstruction, Jim Crow laws, and the systemic
barriers African Americans faced throughout history.

2. The Civil Rights Movement and Social Justice
From the landmark Brown v. Board of Education decision to the leadership of
figures like Martin Luther King Jr. and Malcolm X, these courses explore the
struggles and triumphs of the fight for equality. Contemporary movements such
as Black Lives Matter are also examined to connect past and present activism.

3. African American Literature and Arts
Exploring literature, music, and visual arts offers insight into how African
Americans have expressed identity, resistance, and resilience. Students may
study works by authors like Toni Morrison, Langston Hughes, and Maya Angelou,
as well as the cultural significance of jazz, hip-hop, and other art forms.

4. Sociology and Race Relations
These courses analyze the social dynamics that shape racial identity and
experiences in America. Topics include systemic racism, inequality in
education and employment, and the intersectionality of race with gender and
class.

Top Platforms and Universities Offering African
American Studies Courses Online

Many reputable institutions now offer african american studies courses
online, some as standalone classes and others as part of broader degree
programs. Here are a few options to consider:

Coursera: Partnering with universities like Emory and the University of
Pennsylvania, Coursera offers courses such as “African American History:
From Emancipation to the Present” and “The Harlem Renaissance.”

edX: With offerings from institutions like Harvard and Georgetown, edX



features courses focusing on African American history, culture, and
activism.

University-Specific Online Programs: Schools like Howard University,
Spelman College, and the University of Maryland provide full degree
programs or certificate options in African American studies that can be
completed online.

Khan Academy: While not a formal course provider, Khan Academy offers
supplemental materials and history lessons related to African American
history that can enhance your learning.

Choosing the Right Course for You

When selecting african american studies courses online, consider your goals.
Are you seeking academic credit, professional development, or personal
enrichment? Check the course syllabus, instructor credentials, and reviews if
available. Some courses focus more on historical content, while others
emphasize contemporary social issues or cultural studies. Make sure the
course format—whether self-paced or scheduled lectures—fits your learning
style.

Benefits of Studying African American Studies
Online Beyond Academia

Engaging with african american studies courses online provides benefits that
extend far beyond earning a degree or certificate. These courses promote
cultural awareness, empathy, and critical thinking, all of which are
increasingly important in today’s diverse workplaces and communities.

Enhancing Cultural Competency

In professions such as education, healthcare, social work, and law
enforcement, understanding African American history and experiences is
crucial for serving diverse populations effectively. Taking these courses
online allows professionals to develop cultural competency without
interrupting their careers.

Promoting Social Justice and Advocacy

Many learners are motivated by a desire to be active allies and advocates for
racial justice. African American studies courses provide the historical
context and analytical tools necessary to engage thoughtfully in
conversations about race, equity, and policy reform.



Tips for Succeeding in African American Studies
Courses Online

Studying any subject online requires discipline and motivation, but here are
some pointers to help you get the most out of your african american studies
courses online:

Create a Dedicated Study Space: A quiet, comfortable area free from1.
distractions helps you focus on lectures and assignments.

Engage Actively: Participate in online discussions, forums, and group2.
projects to deepen your understanding and hear diverse viewpoints.

Utilize Supplementary Resources: Explore documentaries, books, podcasts,3.
and museums related to African American history and culture for a richer
learning experience.

Manage Your Time: Set a consistent study schedule to balance coursework4.
with other responsibilities.

Reach Out for Support: Don’t hesitate to ask instructors or classmates5.
questions to clarify concepts or discuss ideas.

African American studies courses online open the door to a profound
exploration of identity, history, and social dynamics that continue to shape
the world today. Whether you’re embarking on a new academic journey or
seeking to broaden your perspective, these programs offer a meaningful way to
connect with the stories and struggles that define an essential part of
American history and culture.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are African American Studies courses online?

African American Studies courses online are academic classes offered through
digital platforms that explore the history, culture, politics, and
contributions of African Americans.

Which universities offer accredited African American
Studies courses online?

Many universities such as Harvard Extension School, University of Illinois,
and UCLA offer accredited African American Studies courses online as part of
their continuing education or degree programs.

Can I earn a degree in African American Studies
entirely online?

Yes, some institutions offer fully online degree programs in African American
Studies, allowing students to complete their bachelor's or master's degrees



remotely.

What topics are typically covered in online African
American Studies courses?

Topics often include African American history, literature, civil rights
movements, cultural studies, sociology, and the impact of African Americans
on politics and society.

Are online African American Studies courses suitable
for beginners?

Yes, many online courses are designed for learners at all levels, including
beginners with no prior background in African American Studies.

How can online African American Studies courses
benefit my career?

These courses can enhance your cultural competence, critical thinking, and
understanding of social justice issues, which are valuable in fields like
education, social work, law, and public policy.

Are there free African American Studies courses
available online?

Yes, platforms like Coursera, edX, and OpenCourseWare offer free African
American Studies courses, although some may charge for certification or
advanced features.

Additional Resources
African American Studies Courses Online: Exploring Opportunities and
Educational Impact

african american studies courses online have emerged as a significant avenue
for learners seeking to deepen their understanding of African American
history, culture, and social dynamics through flexible and accessible means.
As digital education continues to expand, these courses provide critical
insights into the African American experience, addressing historical
contexts, systemic challenges, and cultural contributions. This article
delves into the nature of African American studies courses offered online,
examining their content, delivery methods, academic value, and broader
societal implications.

The Growing Appeal of African American Studies
in the Digital Era

The demand for African American studies courses online has surged in recent
years, reflecting both heightened social awareness and a broader push for
inclusive curricula. Traditional classroom-based programs, while still
valuable, often face limitations related to geographic access, scheduling,



and diversity of offerings. Online courses, by contrast, allow students from
varied backgrounds and locations to engage deeply with subject matter that is
increasingly recognized as essential for understanding American history and
contemporary society.

These courses cover a wide spectrum of topics, from slavery and the Civil
Rights Movement to African American literature, politics, and media
representation. Institutions ranging from community colleges to prestigious
universities have developed tailored online programs, certificates, and even
degree pathways dedicated to African American studies.

Key Features of African American Studies Courses
Online

When evaluating African American studies courses online, several features
stand out that differentiate them from traditional formats and other subject
areas:

Interdisciplinary Approach: These courses often integrate history,
sociology, political science, literature, and cultural studies to
provide a well-rounded perspective.

Accessibility and Flexibility: Many programs offer asynchronous
learning, enabling students to balance coursework with personal and
professional commitments.

Diverse Course Offerings: From introductory surveys to specialized
topics like African American women’s history or Black urban politics,
online options cater to varied interests.

Engagement with Primary Sources: Online courses frequently incorporate
archival materials, documentaries, and interviews to enrich the learning
experience.

Academic Rigor and Curriculum Comparison

A critical consideration for prospective learners is the academic rigor and
credibility of African American studies courses online. Not all programs are
created equal; some offer comprehensive curricula aligned with accredited
university standards, while others may be shorter, less formal, or more
exploratory.

Comparing programs, those offered by recognized universities often include:

Structured syllabi with clear learning objectives and assessments.1.

Opportunities for interaction with faculty experts through discussion2.
boards or live sessions.

Integration of theoretical frameworks alongside historical narratives to3.
foster critical thinking.



Access to academic resources such as libraries and research databases.4.

Conversely, non-credit courses or MOOCs (Massive Open Online Courses) can
serve as valuable introductions but might lack depth or accreditation.
Examples of top-tier online African American studies courses include
offerings from institutions like Harvard Extension School, University of
Pennsylvania, and Howard University, all of which emphasize scholarly rigor
and cultural relevance.

Benefits of Pursuing African American Studies Online

The advantages of taking African American studies courses online extend
beyond convenience. For many, these courses provide a unique platform to
engage with complex social issues and contribute to ongoing dialogues about
race, justice, and identity.

Broadened Perspectives: Students gain nuanced understanding of
historical events and contemporary social dynamics affecting African
American communities.

Career Relevance: Knowledge acquired can enhance careers in education,
social work, public policy, journalism, and more.

Community Engagement: Online forums and group projects often foster
connections among diverse learners, facilitating cross-cultural
exchange.

Self-Paced Learning: Flexibility allows individuals to pursue studies
alongside work or family obligations.

Challenges and Considerations in Online African
American Studies Education

Despite the many opportunities, African American studies courses online are
not without challenges. The virtual format can sometimes hinder the
interpersonal dynamics and immediacy of in-person discussions, which are
often vital when exploring sensitive or emotionally charged topics.

Additionally, disparities in access to technology and reliable internet can
limit participation for some students, potentially exacerbating educational
inequalities. Course designers and educators must remain mindful of these
barriers and strive to incorporate inclusive practices and support systems.

Finally, the quality and authenticity of content is paramount. Ensuring
courses are taught by qualified scholars who represent and respect the
communities studied is essential to avoid superficial or skewed narratives.



Emerging Trends and Technologies Enhancing Online
Learning

Advances in educational technology are shaping the future of African American
studies courses online. Virtual reality (VR) and augmented reality (AR)
tools, for example, offer immersive experiences that allow learners to
explore historical sites or cultural artifacts in new ways. Interactive
timelines, digital storytelling platforms, and AI-driven personalized
learning paths also contribute to more engaging curricula.

Moreover, partnerships between universities and African American cultural
institutions are leading to the digitization of rare primary sources, making
them widely accessible to students globally. These innovations promise to
deepen understanding and foster empathy through experiential learning.

Conclusion: The Expanding Role of Online
African American Studies

African American studies courses online represent a vital component of
contemporary education, addressing the need for accessible, comprehensive,
and culturally relevant scholarship. As digital platforms evolve, they
democratize access to critical knowledge about African American history and
culture, empowering learners to engage thoughtfully with issues of race,
identity, and social justice. While challenges remain, ongoing improvements
in course design and technology continue to enhance the quality and impact of
these programs, ensuring that African American studies remain a dynamic and
essential field in the digital age.
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  african american studies courses online: Handbook of Black Studies Molefi Kete Asante,
Maulana Karenga, 2006 Publisher Description
  african american studies courses online: Philosophy of African American Studies Stephen
Ferguson, 2015-09-16 In this ground-breaking book, Stephen C. Ferguson addresses a seminal
question that is too-often ignored: What should be the philosophical basis for African American
studies? The volume explores philosophical issues and problems in their relationship to Black
studies. Ferguson shows that philosophy is not a sterile intellectual pursuit, but a critical tool to
gathering knowledge about the Black experience. Cultural idealism in various forms has become
enormously influential as a framework for Black studies. Ferguson takes on the task of
demonstrating how a Marxist philosophical perspective offers a productive and fruitful way of
overcoming the limitations of idealism. Focusing on the hugely popular Afrocentric school of
thought, this book’s engaging discussion shows that the foundational arguments of cultural idealism
are based on a series of analytical and historical misapprehensions. In turn, Ferguson argues for the
centrality of the Black working class—both men and women—to Black Studies.
  african american studies courses online: African Americans: Oxford Bibliographies Online
Research Guide Oxford University Press, 2010-05-01 This ebook is a selective guide designed to help
scholars and students of social work find reliable sources of information by directing them to the
best available scholarly materials in whatever form or format they appear from books, chapters, and
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journal articles to online archives, electronic data sets, and blogs. Written by a leading international
authority on the subject, the ebook provides bibliographic information supported by direct
recommendations about which sources to consult and editorial commentary to make it clear how the
cited sources are interrelated related. A reader will discover, for instance, the most reliable
introductions and overviews to the topic, and the most important publications on various areas of
scholarly interest within this topic. In social work, as in other disciplines, researchers at all levels
are drowning in potentially useful scholarly information, and this guide has been created as a tool
for cutting through that material to find the exact source you need. This ebook is a static version of
an article from Oxford Bibliographies Online: Social Work, a dynamic, continuously updated, online
resource designed to provide authoritative guidance through scholarship and other materials
relevant to the study and practice of social work. Oxford Bibliographies Online covers most subject
disciplines within the social science and humanities, for more information visit www.aboutobo.com.
  african american studies courses online: The Bahá’í Faith and African American Studies
Layli Maparyan, Loni Bramson, 2023-01-09 The Baha’i Faith and African American Studies:
Perspectives on Racial Justice provides readers who may already have basic or even advanced
familiarity with the struggle for racial justice in the United States with new material from a less
well-known angle: that of members of the Baha’i Faith, for whom the pursuit of racial justice,
healing, and harmony are central to their religious expression. Inside these pages, readers will find
history, social scientific analysis, and personal memoir showcasing Black Baha’is as well as Baha’is
from diverse backgrounds who are working to address America’s “most challenging issue.”
  african american studies courses online: Teaching the Humanities Online: A Practical
Guide to the Virtual Classroom Steven J. Hoffman, 2010-12-15 This practical guide is essential for
anyone new to or intimidated by online instruction. Drawing on the expertise of teachers of the
humanities who have deep experiences in the online environment, this work explores a variety of
areas within the online teaching experience. It discusses the differences between online and
face-to-face learning environments and assesses and evaluates best practices in developing and
teaching online courses. This volume is not really about the technology, but instead focuses on the
ways in which available technologies can be used to enhance teaching in both synchronous and
asynchronous forums, and as such it will still be worth the read many years from now—even in the
face of rapid technological change. Contributions from faculty members teaching in art education,
communication, English, history, social studies education, and interdisciplinary studies departments,
as well as directors of writing centers and online education and distance learning programs are
included. Essays in this volume will assist instructors, faculty members, and administrators new to
the online experience, but who want to learn more about making the transition to online teaching, in
navigating this transition gracefully.
  african american studies courses online: The ^AOxford Handbook of African American
Language Sonja Lanehart, 2015-06-01 The goal of The Oxford Handbook of African American
Language is to provide readers with a wide range of analyses of both traditional and contemporary
work on language use in African American communities in a broad collective.
  african american studies courses online: Introduction to African American Studies
Talmadge Anderson, James Benjamin Stewart, 2007 There is an ongoing debate as to whether
African American Studies is a discipline, or multidisciplinary or interdisciplinary field. Some scholars
assert that African American Studies use a well-defined common approach in examining history,
politics, and the family in the same way as scholars in the disciplines of economics, sociology, and
political science. Other scholars consider African American Studies multidisciplinary, a field
somewhat comparable to the field of education in which scholars employ a variety of disciplinary
lenses-be they anthropological, psychological, historical, etc., --to study the African world
experience. In this model the boundaries between traditional disciplines are accepted, and
researches in African American Studies simply conduct discipline based an analysis of particular
topics. Finally, another group of scholars insists that African American Studies is interdisciplinary,
an enterprise that generates distinctive analyses by combining perspectives from d



  african american studies courses online: Women and Macro Social Work Practice:
Oxford Bibliographies Online Research Guide Oxford University Press, 2010-05-01 This ebook is
a selective guide designed to help scholars and students of social work find reliable sources of
information by directing them to the best available scholarly materials in whatever form or format
they appear from books, chapters, and journal articles to online archives, electronic data sets, and
blogs. Written by a leading international authority on the subject, the ebook provides bibliographic
information supported by direct recommendations about which sources to consult and editorial
commentary to make it clear how the cited sources are interrelated related. A reader will discover,
for instance, the most reliable introductions and overviews to the topic, and the most important
publications on various areas of scholarly interest within this topic. In social work, as in other
disciplines, researchers at all levels are drowning in potentially useful scholarly information, and this
guide has been created as a tool for cutting through that material to find the exact source you need.
This ebook is a static version of an article from Oxford Bibliographies Online: Social Work, a
dynamic, continuously updated, online resource designed to provide authoritative guidance through
scholarship and other materials relevant to the study and practice of social work. Oxford
Bibliographies Online covers most subject disciplines within the social science and humanities, for
more information visit www.aboutobo.com.
  african american studies courses online: American Studies in Dialogue Matthias
Oppermann, 2010-10-04 American studies has changed drastically over the past few decades, as a
new wave of scholars--armed with groundbreaking ideas and more extensive methods of
research--flocked to the relatively young field. This focus on scholarship, though necessary to the
advancement of the discipline, has left pedagogy largely ignored. In American Studies in Dialogue,
Matthias Oppermann consciously resists the traditional academic split between scholarship and
classroom practice. His study calls for a radical reconstruction of American studies grounded in an
understanding of cultural analysis and critique as genuinely dialogic processes of research and
pedagogy. Drawing on case studies ranging from courses in early American civilization to recent
multimedia projects, American Studies in Dialogue will be required reading for American studies
scholars and teachers.
  african american studies courses online: The Black Experience and Navigating Higher
Education Through a Virtual World Hairston, Kimetta R., Edmonds, Wendy M., Clark, Shanetia P.,
2021-06-25 The treasure of the Black experience at a Historically Black College/University (HBCU)
is that it offers a personal and intimate experience rooted in Black heritage that cannot be found at
other institutions. On campus, face-to-face instruction and activities focused on addressing issues
that plague the Black community are paramount. This provides students with small classroom
environments and the personal support from administrators, faculty, and staff. In March 2020, the
Black experience was interrupted when a global pandemic forced governors to declare states of
emergencies and mandate stay-at-home orders. The stay-at-home orders forced universities to
transition into fully remote environments. Doing so heightened an array of emotions compounded by
the reality of previously recognized disparities in resources and funding amongst higher education
institutions. As a result of this abrupt transformation, the HBCU experience was impacted by
positive and negative implications for Black people at the campus, local, state, and national levels.
The Black Experience and Navigating Higher Education Through a Virtual World explores the reality
of the Black experience from various perspectives involving higher education institutions with a
focus on HBCUs. The book provides an overview and analysis of a virtual experience that goes
beyond the day-to-day technological implications and exposes innovative ideas and ways of
navigating students and faculty through a remote world. It focuses on heightening the awareness of
disparities through the Black experience in a virtual environment, provides guidance on
transitioning to fully remote environments, examines leadership dynamics in virtual environments,
analyzes mental health balance, and examines implications on the digital divide. Covering topics
such as online course delivery, self-health, and social justice, this book is essential for graduate
students, academicians, diversity officers in the academy, professors, and researchers.



  african american studies courses online: Greening Africana Studies Rubin Patterson,
2015-01-30 Insufficient attention has been given to the environment in Africana studies within the
academy. In Greening Africana Studies, Rubin Patterson initiates an important conversation
explaining why and how the gap between these two disciplines can and should be bridged. His
comprehensive book calls for a green African transnationalism and focuses on the mission and major
paradigms that identify the respective curriculum, research interests, and practices. In his original
work, Patterson demonstrates the ways in which black communities are harmed by local
environmental degradation and global climate change. He shows that many local unwanted land use
sites (LULUs), such as brownfields and toxic release inventory facilities, are disproportionately
located in close proximity to neighborhoods of color, but also to colleges and universities with
Africana studies programs. Arguing that such communities are not aggressively engaging in
environmental issues, Greening Africana Studies also provides examples of how Africana studies
students as well as members of black communities can prepare for green careers.
  african american studies courses online: Air Force Magazine , 2003
  african american studies courses online: Travel and the Pan African Imagination Tracy
Keith Flemming, 2021-09-02 Travel and the Pan African Imagination explores the African Atlantic
world as a productive theater or space where modernity, racialized dominance, and racialized
resistance took form. The book stresses the importance of placing three Atlantic figures—the
Charleston, South Carolina-based armed resistance leader Denmark Vesey; the West African
emigration advocate Edward Wilmot Blyden; and the Christian missionary and teacher in Liberia as
well as the United States, Alexander Crummell—within an Atlantic context and as African world
community figures between the late-eighteenth and early-twentieth centuries. The book also
examines the religious origins of Black Power ideology and modern Pan Africanism as products of
the intense dialogue within the African world community about concepts of modernity, progress, and
civilization. Tracy Keith Flemming identifies how travel and social mobility led to the generation of
an ever more complex and dynamic Atlantic world and of a fluid and adaptive African world
community imagination for those figures who were forced to operate within and against a racially
framed universe. The vexing social position and symbolic figure of “the African” was central to the
dilemmas facing the racialized imagination of African world community figures and the discipline of
Africology.
  african american studies courses online: Encyclopedia of Local History Carol Kammen,
Amy H. Wilson, 2012-10-12 The Encyclopedia of Local History addresses nearly every aspect of local
history, including everyday issues, theoretical approaches, and trends in the field. The second
edition highlights local history practice in each U.S. state and Canadian province.
  african american studies courses online: ,
  african american studies courses online: The African Studies Companion Hans Zell,
2021-11-15 Published in dual print and electronic formats, this is a new edition of a much acclaimed
reference source that brings together a wide range of sources of information in the African studies
field, covering both print and electronic sources. It evaluates the best online resources, the major
general reference tools in print format, current bibliographies and indexing services, biographical,
cartographic, statistical and economic resources, as well as film and video resources. Additionally,
there are separate sections on African studies library collections and repositories throughout the
world, a directory of over 250 African studies journals; listings of news sources, profiles of
publishers active in the African studies field, dealers and distributors of African studies materials,
African studies societies and associations, major African and international organizations, donor
agencies and foundations, awards and prizes in African studies, electronic mailing lists and
discussion forums, and more.
  african american studies courses online: Directory of Research Grants 2008 Schoolhouse
Partners Llc, 2008-05 It was the 50s and life was simple, until September 25, 1954. That was the
night that would be etched in the memory of the citizens of Stanfield, Massachusetts. The Chief of
Police described the brutal savagery of the double homicide as the most atrocious crime in the



history of the city. A fourteen-year-old girl, and the four-year-old boy in her care were murdered at
the hands of a deranged, depraved killer. A Thread of Evidence places the reader at the scene of the
crime, an eye witness to the senseless stabbing of two innocent children. With a piece of crochet
thread as their only clue, the entire police department, lead by detectives Steven Logan and
Raymond Gage, scour the city in search of a maniacal savage. When all tips and leads have been
exhausted, they review all evidence. They come back to the thread. The only real evidence. With
tenacity and perseverance of Logan and Gage the killer is apprehended. The reader experiences the
twists and turns of the investigation, and ultimately occupies a reserved seat in the Superior Court
as the trial proceedings commence. A Thread of Evidence has been written as fiction, but inspired by
an actual event. Fifty years later, it remains etched in the minds of all who had lived in the area. The
author has researched court records, newspapers, interviewed neighbors, police and has drawn on
personal recollections of the crime. The story has been recounted over and over and to this day, it
continues to be discussed. A Thread of Evidence is a compelling account of superb detective work,
and unprecedented dedication of an entire police department.
  african american studies courses online: Ronald W. Walters and the Fight for Black Power,
1969-2010 Robert C. Smith , 2018-02-01 Combines history and biography to interpret the last half
century of black politics in America as represented in the life and work of a pivotal African American
public intellectual. From his leadership of the first modern lunch counter sit-ins at age twenty to his
work on African American reparations at the time of his death at age seventy-two, Ronald W. Walters
(1938–2010) was at the cutting edge of African American politics. A preeminent scholar, activist, and
media commentator, he was founding chair of the Black Studies Department at Brandeis, where he
shaped the epistemological parameters of the new discipline. Walters was an early strategist of
congressional black power and a longtime advocate of a black presidential candidacy. His writings
on the politics of race in America both predicted the constraints on President Obama in advancing
African American interests and anticipated the emergence of the white nationalism found in the Tea
Party and Donald Trump insurgency. In this fascinating book, Robert C. Smith combines history and
biography to offer an overview of the last half century of black politics in America through the lens
of the life and work of the man often described as the W. E. B. Du Bois of his time. “This book makes
an invaluable contribution to our understanding of one of the most pivotal scholarly voices in global
black politics of the twentieth century. Smith has done an excellent job capturing the personality,
history, and the interpersonal affections and loyalties of this extraordinary man.” — Todd C. Shaw,
author of Now Is the Time! Detroit Black Politics and Grassroots Activism “Organizing Ron’s
biography around the evolution of the black struggle is a really great and appropriate idea; the
struggle and Ron were one.” — Mack H. Jones, author of Knowledge, Power, and Black Politics:
Collected Essays
  african american studies courses online: The Demise of the Library School Richard J. Cox,
2010 In The Demise of the Library School, Richard J. Cox places the present and future of
professional education for librarianship in the debate on the modern corporate university. The book
is a series of meditations on critical themes relating to the education of librarians, archivists, and
other information professionals, playing off of other commentators analyzing the nature of higher
education and its problems and promises.
  african american studies courses online: Black Queer Studies E. Patrick Johnson, Mae G.
Henderson, 2005-11-01 A groundbreaking collection of sixteen essays that examines the productive
intersection of the fields of black and queer studies.
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