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The Right Stuff Tom Wolfe: A Journey Into America’s Space Age

the right stuff tom wolfe is more than just a phrase; it’s the title of one of the most
iconic works in American literature that captures the daring spirit of the early space age.
Written by Tom Wolfe, this book delves deeply into the lives of the test pilots and
astronauts who defined a generation, exploring the blend of courage, ambition, and sheer
grit necessary to push the boundaries of human achievement. If you’ve ever wondered
what it truly took to become an astronaut during the dawn of the space race, Wolfe’s
storytelling offers an unparalleled window into that world.

Understanding "The Right Stuff" and Its Cultural
Impact

Tom Wolfe’s "The Right Stuff" is often seen as a seminal work in the genre of narrative
nonfiction, blending rigorous journalism with vivid storytelling to paint a picture of
America’s early space program. Published in 1979, the book chronicles the lives of the
Mercury Seven astronauts and the test pilots who came before them, highlighting the
qualities that set these men apart — bravery, resilience, and an almost reckless pursuit of
greatness.

What Does “The Right Stuff” Mean?

The phrase “the right stuff” has since entered the American lexicon as shorthand for the
intangible qualities that make a person exceptional, especially in high-pressure, high-stakes
situations. Wolfe’s book doesn’t just glorify the astronauts but examines what inner
qualities gave them an edge — coolness under pressure, a willingness to face danger head-
on, and an unwavering dedication to their mission.

The Book’s Influence on Popular Culture

The impact of "The Right Stuff" extends far beyond literature. The book was adapted into a
critically acclaimed film in 1983, directed by Philip Kaufman, which further cemented the
story in the public imagination. Its influence can also be seen in countless documentaries,
TV shows, and even motivational talks that reference the “right stuff” as a benchmark for
excellence.

Tom Wolfe’s Unique Writing Style in The Right



Stuff

One of the reasons "The Right Stuff" resonates so deeply is Tom Wolfe’s distinctive style.
He was a pioneer of the New Journalism movement, which brought literary techniques to
nonfiction writing, making his work richly engaging and immersive.

Narrative Journalism at Its Finest

Wolfe’s approach combined meticulous research with a flair for dramatization. He didn’t
just report facts; he painted characters, settings, and emotions with vivid detail, turning
real-life events into gripping narratives. This style helped readers connect emotionally with
the astronauts, seeing them not just as national heroes but as complex individuals with
fears and ambitions.

Use of Humor and Irony

Despite covering a serious subject, Wolfe infused the book with humor and irony. His keen
observations often highlight the contradictions within the culture of the military and NASA,
balancing admiration with a critical eye. This nuanced perspective adds depth and prevents
the story from becoming a simple heroic saga.

The Real-Life Heroes Behind The Right Stuff

At its core, "The Right Stuff" is about people — the test pilots and astronauts who risked
everything to push humanity into space. Wolfe introduces readers to these men in a way
that humanizes them, showcasing their strengths and vulnerabilities.

The Mercury Seven Astronauts

The original seven astronauts, chosen by NASA in the late 1950s, are central figures in the
book. Wolfe explores their backgrounds, training, and the intense pressure they faced as
pioneers of space exploration. Men like John Glenn, Alan Shepard, and Gus Grissom come
alive through Wolfe’s detailed portraits, revealing the personal sacrifices behind their public
heroism.

Test Pilots: The Unsung Pioneers

Before the astronauts, there were the test pilots — daredevils who flew experimental
aircraft at the edge of physics and human endurance. Wolfe pays tribute to these men,
whose courage and skill laid the groundwork for spaceflight. Their stories highlight the



dangerous and often fatal risks involved in advancing aviation technology.

Lessons and Insights from The Right Stuff Tom
Wolfe

Beyond its historical significance, "The Right Stuff" offers valuable insights into leadership,
risk-taking, and human psychology that remain relevant today.

The Psychology of Risk and Courage

Wolfe’s exploration of what motivates test pilots and astronauts offers a profound look at
how humans confront danger. The “right stuff” isn’t just bravery but an intricate mindset
that balances confidence with caution. Understanding this can help us appreciate the
complexity of risk-taking behavior in various fields.

Leadership Under Pressure

The astronauts’ ability to perform flawlessly under immense pressure provides lessons for
leaders in any field. Wolfe’s depiction of their training and missions reveals how discipline,
teamwork, and mental toughness are critical to success in high-stakes environments.

Why Character Matters

At its heart, Wolfe’s narrative suggests that technical skill alone isn’t enough to excel in
extraordinary circumstances. The intangible qualities — integrity, perseverance, humility —
define who truly has “the right stuff.” These timeless lessons resonate beyond the realm of
space exploration.

The Enduring Legacy of The Right Stuff

More than four decades after its publication, Tom Wolfe’s "The Right Stuff" continues to
inspire new generations. It remains a testament to human ambition and the quest for
excellence, capturing a pivotal moment in American history with unmatched clarity and
passion.

Influence on Space Enthusiasm and STEM

The book has inspired many young readers to pursue careers in science, technology,



engineering, and mathematics (STEM). By bringing the excitement and challenges of the
early space program to life, Wolfe helped spark widespread interest in aerospace and
exploration.

Continued Relevance in Modern Space Exploration

As humanity embarks on new ventures — from Mars missions to private space travel — the
qualities Wolfe highlighted remain essential. The “right stuff” is still the benchmark for
those daring enough to push beyond the known, reminding us that exploration is as much
about character as technology.

Tom Wolfe’s "The Right Stuff" is more than a historical account; it’s a celebration of human
potential and spirit. Through captivating storytelling and insightful analysis, Wolfe invites
readers to understand what it truly means to reach for the stars, both literally and
metaphorically. Whether you’re a space enthusiast, a lover of great writing, or someone
interested in the human condition, "The Right Stuff" offers a compelling journey into the
heart of America’s space age.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Right Stuff' by Tom Wolfe about?
'The Right Stuff' by Tom Wolfe is a non-fiction book that chronicles the lives of the first
American astronauts and the test pilots who paved the way for the U.S. space program
during the 1940s through the early 1960s.

When was 'The Right Stuff' published?
'The Right Stuff' was published in 1979.

What themes does Tom Wolfe explore in 'The Right
Stuff'?
Tom Wolfe explores themes of bravery, masculinity, heroism, competition, and the cultural
and political atmosphere surrounding the early years of the U.S. space program.

How did Tom Wolfe's writing style in 'The Right Stuff'
influence the book's reception?
Tom Wolfe's distinctive New Journalism style, blending literary techniques with factual
reporting, made 'The Right Stuff' engaging and vivid, contributing to its critical acclaim and
popularity.



Was 'The Right Stuff' adapted into other media?
Yes, 'The Right Stuff' was adapted into a critically acclaimed film in 1983 and later into a
television series, both depicting the story of the early American astronauts.

Who are some key figures featured in 'The Right Stuff'?
Key figures include Chuck Yeager, the first pilot to break the sound barrier, and astronauts
like John Glenn and Alan Shepard.

How does 'The Right Stuff' portray the astronauts
compared to the test pilots?
'The Right Stuff' contrasts the bold, risk-taking test pilots with the more disciplined,
politically savvy astronauts, highlighting differences in personality and culture between the
two groups.

What impact did 'The Right Stuff' have on popular
culture?
'The Right Stuff' popularized the heroic image of early astronauts, influenced space-related
media, and contributed to public interest in the history of space exploration.

Why is 'The Right Stuff' considered an important work
in American literature?
'The Right Stuff' is considered important for its pioneering narrative style, insightful cultural
commentary, and detailed chronicling of a pivotal moment in American history and
technological achievement.

Additional Resources
The Right Stuff Tom Wolfe: A Definitive Look at the Iconic Work

the right stuff tom wolfe represents more than just a title; it is a seminal work that
captures a critical moment in American history through the lens of literary journalism.
Published in 1979, Tom Wolfe’s "The Right Stuff" explores the lives of test pilots and the
early astronauts of the U.S. space program, delving into the cultural, psychological, and
technological dimensions of the space race. This article offers an analytical review of
Wolfe’s masterpiece, highlighting its narrative techniques, historical significance, and
ongoing relevance in both literary and popular culture.

Contextualizing "The Right Stuff" in American



Literature

Tom Wolfe emerged as a pioneer of the New Journalism movement, a style that blends
literary techniques with traditional journalistic rigor. "The Right Stuff" exemplifies this
genre, combining meticulous research with vivid storytelling to produce a narrative that
reads like a novel but is grounded in factual reporting. The book chronicles the early years
of the U.S. space program, focusing particularly on the Mercury Seven astronauts and the
test pilots who preceded them.

What sets "The Right Stuff" apart from conventional history books is Wolfe’s ability to
humanize the often mythologized figures of the space race. Instead of portraying
astronauts solely as heroic icons, Wolfe explores their vulnerabilities, competitive drives,
and the complex social dynamics within NASA and the military. This nuanced portrayal
challenges simplistic notions of heroism and introduces readers to the psychological “right
stuff” that enabled these men to confront extraordinary risks.

Exploring the Title: What Is “The Right Stuff”?

The phrase “the right stuff” serves as a thematic cornerstone throughout Wolfe’s work. It
refers to the elusive qualities that distinguish exceptional test pilots and astronauts —
courage, resilience, and an almost reckless determination in the face of danger. Wolfe
examines how this “right stuff” manifests differently in each character, from Chuck
Yeager’s cocky bravado to John Glenn’s disciplined professionalism.

This exploration raises broader questions about American identity during the Cold War era.
The “right stuff” becomes a metaphor not only for individual bravery but also for national
ambition and technological prowess. Wolfe’s narrative implicitly critiques the myth-making
process, revealing how public perception of astronauts was carefully constructed amid
geopolitical competition with the Soviet Union.

Literary Techniques and Narrative Style

One of the reasons "The Right Stuff Tom Wolfe" remains a landmark in nonfiction is its
compelling narrative style. Wolfe employs a range of literary devices—vivid imagery, sharp
dialogue, and detailed character studies—that engage readers beyond straightforward
reportage. His prose is energetic and rhythmic, often injecting humor and irony to balance
moments of tension and drama.

Wolfe’s use of multiple perspectives provides a layered understanding of the space race. He
shifts between the perspectives of astronauts, military officials, engineers, and journalists,
thereby creating a panoramic view of the era’s cultural and political complexities. This
multifaceted approach helps readers appreciate the interconnectedness of technological
innovation, human ambition, and media spectacle.



Impact on Popular Culture and Media Adaptations

The influence of "The Right Stuff" extends well beyond its pages. The book was adapted
into a critically acclaimed film in 1983, directed by Philip Kaufman, which helped cement
the story’s place in American popular culture. The film, much like the book, was praised for
its authentic portrayal of the astronauts’ experiences and its attention to historical detail.

In recent years, the narrative has been revisited through a television series adaptation,
reflecting ongoing public fascination with space exploration and Cold War history. These
adaptations underscore the enduring appeal of Wolfe’s work and highlight its role in
shaping collective memory about the early space program.

Historical Accuracy and Research Depth

Tom Wolfe’s approach to research was exhaustive and rigorous, combining interviews,
archival materials, and firsthand observations. His depiction of events such as the breaking
of the sound barrier by Chuck Yeager and the Mercury missions aligns closely with historical
records, lending credibility to the narrative.

However, Wolfe’s emphasis on storytelling occasionally leads to dramatization, a
characteristic of New Journalism that blurs the line between fact and interpretation. Some
critics argue that this stylistic choice risks romanticizing or oversimplifying complex
historical realities. Despite these critiques, the book remains a valuable resource for
understanding the human dimension behind technological achievements.

Pros and Cons of Wolfe’s Narrative Approach

Pros:

Engaging and accessible prose that appeals to both general readers and
scholars.

In-depth characterizations that provide psychological insight into astronauts and
test pilots.

Comprehensive coverage of the cultural and political context surrounding the
space race.

Cons:

Occasional dramatization that may sacrifice strict objectivity.

Focus predominantly on male astronauts, with limited attention to broader NASA



personnel or diversity issues.

Some readers may find the detailed technical explanations dense or distracting.

The Right Stuff’s Legacy in Space Exploration
Discourse

More than four decades after its publication, "The Right Stuff Tom Wolfe" continues to
resonate in discussions about space exploration, heroism, and American culture. The book’s
depiction of the Cold War space race provides a foundational narrative that informs
contemporary conversations about national identity and technological progress.

In the context of renewed interest in space missions—such as NASA’s Artemis program and
private ventures by companies like SpaceX—Wolfe’s analysis of ambition, risk-taking, and
the cultural construction of astronauts remains pertinent. It invites reflection on what
qualities are celebrated in space pioneers today compared to those of the mid-20th
century.

Moreover, Wolfe’s work encourages a critical examination of the narratives we create
around scientific achievement, reminding readers that behind every historic milestone are
complex human stories shaped by courage, competition, and sometimes, controversy.

As the space race evolves into a new era of exploration and commercial opportunity, "The
Right Stuff" stands as both a historical document and a timeless investigation into the
nature of bravery and the pursuit of the extraordinary.

The Right Stuff Tom Wolfe

  the right stuff tom wolfe: The Right Stuff Tom Wolfe, 2008-03-04 Tom Wolfe at his very best
(The New York Times Book Review), The Right Stuff is the basis for the 1983 Oscar Award-winning
film of the same name and the 8-part Disney+ TV mini-series. From America's nerviest journalist
(Newsweek)--a breath-taking epic, a magnificent adventure story, and an investigation into the true
heroism and courage of the first Americans to conquer space. Millions of words have poured forth
about man's trip to the moon, but until now few people have had a sense of the most engrossing side
of the adventure; namely, what went on in the minds of the astronauts themselves - in space, on the
moon, and even during certain odysseys on earth. It is this, the inner life of the astronauts, that Tom
Wolfe describes with his almost uncanny empathetic powers, that made The Right Stuff a classic.
  the right stuff tom wolfe: The Right Stuff Tom Wolfe Tom Wolfe, 2020-03 Men first flew
into space in 1961, but until now few people have had a sense of the most engrossing side of that
adventure: namely, the perceptions and goals of the astronauts themselves, aloft and during certain
remarkable odysseys on earth.
  the right stuff tom wolfe: The Right Stuff Philip Kaufman, 1990

https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-156/the-right-stuff-tom-wolfe.pdf


  the right stuff tom wolfe: Tom Wolfe's America Kevin T. McEneaney, 2009-04-30 While The
Right Stuff and The Bonfire of the Vanities remain perhaps his best-known works, Tom Wolfe's
journalism and fiction continues to enjoy a large audience, perhaps chiefly because of the variety of
his subjects and his controversial approach to them. Here, McEneaney offers an account of the man
and his works, explaining along the way Wolfe's use of irony, his obsessive themes, and even his use
of pranks. More comprehensive in scope than any preceding book on Wolfe, it offers accurate and
accessible commentary based upon what Wolfe admits about his own work. In this new book, Wolfe's
work is put in journalistic and literary context. The reliability of Wolfe's journalism is discussed,
especially when there are alternative narrations to events he has depicted. McEneaney also
examines the Wolfe's use of pranks that he plays on readers at times, and uncovers the influences on
Wolfe that have contributed to his unique style. Finally, the author discusses Wolfe's impact on other
writers. Readers will gain access into Wolfe's world through this detailed and colorful work.
  the right stuff tom wolfe: Summary of Tom Wolfe's The Right Stuff Everest Media,,
2022-04-22T22:59:00Z Please note: This is a companion version & not the original book. Sample
Book Insights: #1 The wives were constantly on the phone trying to find out what had happened.
The wives would phrase it as if they thought something had happened to their husbands, when in
reality, they just wanted to know whose husband it was. #2 The final news that a wife receives is
usually delivered by a man with some authority or moral standing. The protocol is for the husband to
bring the news in person, not on the telephone. #3 The next series of calls increased the likelihood
that it was Pete who had died. Only 20 men were left in the squadron, and soon 9 or 10 had been
accounted for by the fluttering reports of the death angels. Jane knew that only two men were
unaccounted for: her husband, Pete, and a pilot named Bud Jennings. #4 The smell of burned
beyond recognition permeated the air when airplane fuel exploded. It was so intense that everything
except the hardest metals burned and gave up the ghost in the form of every stricken putrid gas
known to chemistry.
  the right stuff tom wolfe: The Right Stuff Tom Charity, 2019-07-25 This study places 'The
Right Stuff' in the historical context of the political history of the Space Race. It explores director
Philip Kaufman's subversive adventurism, his mastery of cinematic form, and the way in which the
film combines the mythology of the Western with counter-cultural concerns.
  the right stuff tom wolfe: The Impostor Leaders Enda M. Larkin, 2021-03-25 Taking a novel
approach to the subject of leadership, this book uses its dark side as a vehicle to highlight some
important leadership lessons, helping all managers to reflect on their own performance. The
Impostor Leaders clarifies what is meant by genuine leadership, focusing on the fact that leading
and managing go hand in hand. Based on this ability to consistently combine the leadership and
management roles, this book describes in detail and practical terms, using real-world examples, the
range of good and bad leader-types seen in organizations today. The Leadership Wheel is also
introduced as a conceptual framework to isolate eight types of leaders across four categories.
Appealing to leaders and managers across industry sectors, this book’s substantial analysis of bad
leadership gives readers a tangible framework against which to consider their own capabilities.
  the right stuff tom wolfe: High Flyers Morgan W. McCall, 1998 Presents a strategy for
grooming executives for a company's top positions, emphasizing the importance of learning from
experience and being open to continuous learning.
  the right stuff tom wolfe: The Cold War on Film Paul Frazier, 2021-07-12 The Cold War on
Film illustrates how to use film as a teaching tool. It stands on its own as an account of both the war
and the major films that have depicted it. Memories of the Cold War have often been shaped by the
popular films that depict it–for example, The Manchurian Candidate, The Hunt for Red October, and
Charlie Wilson's War, among others. The Cold War on Film examines how the Cold War has been
portrayed through a selection of 10 iconic films that represent it through dramatization and
storytelling, as opposed to through documentary footage. The book includes an introduction to the
war's history and a timeline of events. Each of the 10 chapters that follow focuses on a specific Cold
War film. Chapters offer a uniquely detailed level of historical context for the films, weighing their



depiction of events against the historical record and evaluating how well or how poorly those films
reflected the truth and shaped public memory and discourse over the war. A comprehensive
annotated bibliography of print and electronic sources aids students and teachers in further
research.
  the right stuff tom wolfe: New York Magazine , 1979-09-24 New York magazine was born in
1968 after a run as an insert of the New York Herald Tribune and quickly made a place for itself as
the trusted resource for readers across the country. With award-winning writing and photography
covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the magazine's consistent mission
has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of the city itself, while
celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.
  the right stuff tom wolfe: Literary Journalism in the United States of America and Slovenia
Sonja Merljak Zdovc, 2008 Slovenia is acquiring some volume of literary journalism written by
Slovene journalists and writers. Author Sonja Merljak Zdovc suggests that more Slovene writers
should prefer literary journalism because nonfiction is based on truth, facts, and data and appeals
more to readers interested in real world stories. The honest, precise, profound, and sophisticated
voice of literary journalism is becoming increasingly good for newspaper circulation, as it reaches
not just the mind but also the heart of the reader. Thus the world of Slovene journalism should also
take a rapid turn towards the stylized literary journalism seen in the United States. There journalists
and writers realize that through literary journalism they could perhaps end a general decline of
traditional print media by restoring to readers stories that uncover the universal struggle of the
human condition.--BOOK JACKET.
  the right stuff tom wolfe: The Wingmen Adam Lazarus, 2023-08-22 CASEY Award Finalist
for Best Baseball Book of the Year The untold story of the unique fifty-year friendship between two
American icons: John Glenn, the unassailable pioneer of space exploration and Ted Williams,
indisputably the greatest hitter in baseball history. It was 1953, the Korean War in full throttle,
when two men—already experts in their fields—crossed the fabled 38th Parallel into Communist
airspace aboard matching Panther jets. John Glenn was an ambitious operations officer with
fifty-nine World War II combat missions under his belt. His wingman was Ted Williams, the two-time
American League Triple Crown winner who, at the pinnacle of his career, was inexplicably recalled
to active service in the United States Marine Corps. Together, the affable flier and the notoriously
tempestuous left fielder soared into North Korea, creating a death-defying bond. Although, over the
next half century, their contrasting lives were challenged by exhilarating highs and devastating lows,
that bond would endure. Through unpublished letters, unit diaries, declassified military records,
manuscripts, and new and illuminating interviews, The Wingmen reveals an epic and intimate
portrait of two heroes—larger-than-life and yet ineffably human, ordinary men who accomplished the
extraordinary. At its heart, this was a conflicted friendship that found commonality in mutual
respect—throughout the perils of war, sports dominance, scientific innovation, cutthroat national
politics, the burden of celebrity, and the meaning of bravery. Now, author Adam Lazaraus sheds
light on a largely forgotten chapter in these legends’ lives—as singular individuals, inspiring
patriots, and eventually, however improbable, profoundly close friends.
  the right stuff tom wolfe: Approach , 1985 The naval aviation safety review.
  the right stuff tom wolfe: What So Proudly We Hail Amy A. Kass, Leon R. Kass, Diana Schaub,
2013-07-15 A stupendous compilation of the best things said by and to Americans . . . [I] open it
every night at random and always find something valuable. —Peggy Noonan, Wall Street Journal
Indispensable . . . Should become The Book of Virtues for patriots. —Mona Charen, nationally
syndicated columnist Concerned about rising cynicism and apathy, more and more Americans
lament the decline in patriotic feeling and civic engagement. Fortunately, this wonderfully rich
anthology is here to help all Americans realize more deeply—and appreciate more fully—who they
are as citizens of the United States.At once inspiring and thought provoking, What So Proudly We
Hail explores American identity, character, and civic life using the soul-shaping power of story,
speech, and song. Editors Amy Kass, Leon Kass, and Diana Schaub—acclaimed scholars who among



them have more than a century of teaching experience—have assembled dozens of selections by our
country's greatest writers and leaders, from Mark Twain to John Updike, from George Washington to
Theodore Roosevelt, from Willa Cather to Flannery O'Connor, from Benjamin Franklin to Martin
Luther King Jr., from Francis Scott Key to Irving Berlin.Featuring the editors' insightful and
instructive commentary, What So Proudly We Hail illuminates our national identity, the American
creed, the American character, and the virtues and aspirations of active citizenship. This marvelous
book will spark much-needed discussion and reflection in living rooms, classrooms, and reading
groups everywhere.
  the right stuff tom wolfe: Spacefarers Michael J. Neufeld, 2013-11-06 The recent 50th
anniversaries of the first human spaceflights by the Soviet Union and the United States, and the
30th anniversary of the launching of the first U.S. Space Shuttle mission, have again brought to
mind the pioneering accomplishments of the first quarter century of humans in space. Historians,
political scientists and others have extensively examined the technical, programmatic and political
history of human spaceflight from the 1960s to the 1980s, but work is only beginning on the social
and cultural history of the pioneering era. One rapidly developing area of recent scholarship is the
examination of the images of spacefarers in the media, government propaganda and popular culture.
How was space travel imagined in the visual media on the cusp of human spaceflights? How were
astronauts and cosmonauts represented in official and quasi-official media portraits? And how were
those images reproduced and transformed by in the imagination of film-makers, movie producers,
popular writers, and novelists? Spacefarers addresses these questions with nine contributions from
scholars in the field of aerospace history, Russian and American history, and English literature.
These essays are preceded by an introduction by the editor, who discusses their place in the
historiography of spaceflight and social and cultural history. The book will have potential appeal to a
wide variety of scholars in history, literature and the social sciences and will include a number of
striking visual images.
  the right stuff tom wolfe: Highway to the Sky Lola Reid Allin, 2024-09-17 In 1979, at age
twenty-four, Lola decides to defy society's traditionally accepted roles and occupations for women:
she leaves her husband and becomes a commercial pilot. Flying is challenging at times, but as the
lone woman amidst an armada of men, her true obstacles are hostility, sabotage, and discrimination.
She perseveres, however, and flying is ultimately what gives her the courage to regain control of her
life--and helps her find personal happiness--Page 4 of cover.
  the right stuff tom wolfe: Outside Books Points Unknown David Roberts, 2002-11-26 From
Robert Falcon Scott's final journal entry to Jon Krakauer's reckless solo climb of the Devil's Thumb,
Roberts and the editors of Outside have gathered the most enduring adventure literature of the
century into one heart-stopping volume. By turns charming and tragic, whimsical and nerve-racking,
this extraordinary collection gets to the heart of why adventure stories enthral us. It includes works
by Sebastian Junger, Jon Krakauer, Edward Abbey, Tim Cahill, Edward Hoagland, Ernest Shackleton,
Freya Stark and Wilfred Thesiger.
  the right stuff tom wolfe: The Wealth Creators Roy C. Smith, 2007-04-01 The last two
decades saw a greater rise in wealth than during any comparable period in history. Now meet the
wealth-driven people behind the dollars. The Multi-Millionaires. How Much They Made. How Each
One Made It. At the beginning of 2000, there were nearly three hundred billionaires and five million
millionaires living in the United States. Total household wealth had reached $37 trillion, up from just
over $8 trillion when Ronald Reagan became president. he stories of these super-rich men and
women reflect the social and economic history of the last twenty years. Roy C. Smith's The Wealth
Creators takes the reader into five core areas of opportunity today as well as the career turning
points of key individuals in each: - Entrepreneurs like Mike Bloomberg, Sam Walton, and Ted
Turner, - Dealmakers such as Kirk Kerkorian, Ron Perelman, and Larry Tisch, - Investors like Warren
Buffett and financiers like George Soros, - Corporate executives such as Jack Welch, Sandy Weill,
and Michael Eisner, - And entertainers like Oprah Winfrey, Steven Spielberg, and Tiger Woods.
  the right stuff tom wolfe: Ian Fleming and James Bond Edward P. Comentale, Stephen Watt,



Skip Willman, 2005-04-20 Shaken, not stirred--cultural critics look at the many faces of 007 and his
creator.
  the right stuff tom wolfe: From Cows to Space with God as My Copilot Alfred Miller,
2019-07-29 My early years, mid early years, work on the farm, milking cows, High School, College,
Courtship, and University years. In addition, my career as a Mathematician where I utilized the first
scientific computers for Flight Testing, and Systems Manager for 37 years employed at the Premier
Air Force Flight Test Center, Edwards AB, CA. Had a front row seat involved with all the Test and
Evaluation of the latest Aircraft prior to production and put into service. My career began with
testing Supersonic Aircraft and ended my career Managing the Edwards Flight Test Range used for
the safe recovery of the Space Shuttle on Rogers Dry Lake Bed. Developed the computer Capability
in concert with the Scientific Modern Computer Age with the justification, budgeting, approval.
acquisition, installation, programming of software, training and operation of the latest computer
technology available.
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