
the real reason for christmas

The Real Reason for Christmas: Unwrapping the True Meaning Behind the Holiday

the real reason for christmas goes far beyond the twinkling lights, festive decorations, and the joyous
exchange of gifts. While these traditions bring warmth and cheer to millions, understanding the deeper
significance of Christmas invites us into a story that has echoed through centuries—one of hope, love, and
the celebration of a remarkable birth. Whether you grew up in a Christian household or simply enjoy the
spirit of the season, peeling back the layers reveals why Christmas has endured as one of the most
cherished holidays around the world.

The Historical Roots of Christmas

When most people think of Christmas, they imagine Santa Claus, reindeer, and stockings hung by the
fireplace. However, the origins of Christmas trace back to ancient times and religious traditions that have
evolved over millennia.

The Birth of Jesus Christ

At the heart of the Christmas story lies the birth of Jesus Christ, a central figure in Christianity. According
to the New Testament, Jesus was born in Bethlehem to Mary and Joseph, fulfilling prophecies about a
savior who would bring peace and salvation to humanity. This event symbolizes light entering a world
often described as dark and troubled—a message that resonates deeply with believers.

The celebration of Jesus’ birth serves as a reminder of faith, humility, and divine love. It’s this aspect that
many consider the real reason for Christmas: commemorating a miraculous event that offers hope and
redemption.

How December 25 Became Christmas

Interestingly, December 25 wasn’t always recognized as Jesus’ birthday. Early Christians didn’t celebrate
his birth, focusing more on his resurrection. The date was chosen centuries later, possibly to align with
Roman festivals like Saturnalia, which celebrated the winter solstice and the return of longer days.

By adopting and transforming these pagan celebrations, early Christians provided a meaningful framework
for honoring Jesus’ birth while embracing the season’s natural rhythm. This blend of traditions contributed
to the rich tapestry of Christmas customs we see today.



The Symbolism Behind Christmas Traditions

Every Christmas tradition carries symbolism that connects back to the holiday’s deeper meaning. Exploring
these symbols can help us appreciate the real reason for Christmas beyond the commercial spectacle.

The Christmas Tree: A Living Symbol of Life

The evergreen tree, which remains vibrant throughout winter, represents eternal life and resilience.
Decorating it with lights and ornaments can be seen as a metaphor for bringing light and joy into a world
that can sometimes feel cold or dark. This tradition has roots in both pagan and Christian practices, blending
to create a powerful emblem of hope.

Gift-Giving: Reflecting Generosity and Love

The exchange of gifts during Christmas mirrors the gifts given to the baby Jesus by the Magi—gold,
frankincense, and myrrh. It symbolizes generosity, selflessness, and the joy of giving without expecting
anything in return. This act helps reinforce connections with loved ones and reminds us of the importance
of kindness during the holiday season.

Light and Candles: Dispelling Darkness

From twinkling fairy lights to candles glowing in windows, light plays a crucial role in Christmas
imagery. It represents Jesus as the “light of the world,” a beacon of hope and guidance. During the darkest
time of year, these lights remind us that warmth and goodness can shine through even the bleakest
moments.

Modern Perspectives on the Real Reason for Christmas

In today’s fast-paced world, it’s easy to get swept up in the hustle and bustle of holiday shopping and
parties. Yet, many people seek to reconnect with the real reason for Christmas, finding ways to make the
season meaningful beyond materialism.



Embracing the Spirit of Giving and Compassion

One of the most powerful ways to honor the true meaning of Christmas is through acts of kindness.
Volunteering at shelters, donating to charities, or simply reaching out to someone in need can transform the
holiday into a time of genuine compassion.

These efforts echo the foundational message of Christmas: caring for others and spreading love. It’s a
reminder that the holiday isn’t just about receiving but about sharing and uplifting those around us.

The Importance of Family and Togetherness

Christmas often serves as a time to gather with family and friends, strengthening bonds and creating
memories. This sense of community reflects the idea of unity and peace that underpins the holiday’s origin
story.

Whether you celebrate with traditional meals, storytelling, or quiet moments of reflection, these shared
experiences help us connect to the essence of Christmas—a celebration of life, love, and hope.

Personal Reflection and Renewal

Many find Christmas to be a season of introspection, using the time to reflect on the past year and set
intentions for the future. This practice aligns with the theme of renewal and new beginnings symbolized
by Jesus’ birth.

Taking moments for gratitude, forgiveness, or spiritual growth can enrich the holiday experience, making
it not just a festive occasion but a meaningful chapter in one’s personal journey.

How Different Cultures Interpret the Real Reason for Christmas

Christmas is celebrated worldwide, and while the core message remains consistent, cultural interpretations
add unique flavors to the holiday.

Europe: Tradition Meets Festivity

In many European countries, Christmas combines religious observance with lively customs. For example,
in Germany, the Advent calendar and Christmas markets emphasize preparation and community spirit. In



Italy, the Feast of the Seven Fishes on Christmas Eve highlights family and tradition.

These practices underscore the blend of sacred and social elements that keep the real reason for Christmas
alive across generations.

Latin America: Passion and Celebration

Latin American countries often celebrate with vibrant festivals, music, and the reenactment of the Nativity
scene, known as “Las Posadas.” These events emphasize the journey of Mary and Joseph and the
anticipation of Jesus’ birth, fostering a deep connection to the biblical narrative.

The communal celebrations reinforce the themes of hope, faith, and joy that are central to Christmas.

Asia and the Globalization of Christmas

In many Asian countries, Christmas is embraced more as a cultural festival than a religious holiday. Despite
this, the values of goodwill, family togetherness, and generosity are still prominent, demonstrating how
the real reason for Christmas can transcend religious boundaries and inspire universal goodwill.

Finding Personal Meaning in the Real Reason for Christmas

Ultimately, the real reason for Christmas invites each person to discover what the holiday means to them.
Whether through faith, family, or acts of kindness, Christmas offers a chance to pause and appreciate what
truly matters.

Here are some simple ways to reconnect with the deeper spirit of the season:

Spend quality time with loved ones, focusing on presence rather than presents.

Volunteer or donate to causes that support those in need.

Create personal rituals like lighting a candle or reading a meaningful passage.

Practice gratitude by reflecting on the blessings in your life.

Share stories and traditions that highlight the values of hope and love.



By embracing these practices, the holiday becomes more than just a date on the calendar—it transforms into
a heartfelt celebration of the values that have inspired Christmas throughout history.

Christmas is a season rich with history, tradition, and profound meaning. The real reason for Christmas goes
beyond the surface, inviting us to celebrate hope, love, and the enduring human spirit. Whether through
religious observance or heartfelt acts of kindness, this season offers a timeless reminder of what truly brings
light to our lives.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the historical origin of Christmas?
Christmas originated as a Christian holiday celebrating the birth of Jesus Christ, traditionally observed on
December 25th.

Why is Christmas celebrated on December 25th?
December 25th was chosen to coincide with Roman pagan festivals like Saturnalia and Sol Invictus,
allowing early Christians to celebrate Jesus' birth within existing cultural traditions.

What is the real reason behind Christmas beyond the religious aspect?
Beyond religion, Christmas has evolved into a cultural celebration emphasizing family, generosity,
goodwill, and the spirit of giving.

How did Santa Claus become associated with Christmas?
Santa Claus evolved from St. Nicholas, a 4th-century Christian bishop known for his generosity, combined
with various folkloric figures and commercial influences over time.

What symbolism is behind common Christmas traditions like decorating
trees and exchanging gifts?
Decorating trees symbolizes eternal life, while gift-giving reflects the gifts presented to Jesus by the Wise
Men and promotes generosity and kindness.

Is Christmas celebrated worldwide for the same reasons?
While Christmas is widely celebrated, its significance varies—some focus on religious observance, others on
cultural or secular traditions.



How has the commercialization of Christmas affected its original
meaning?
Commercialization has shifted focus toward consumerism and material gifts, sometimes overshadowing the
holiday's spiritual and communal values.

Additional Resources
The Real Reason for Christmas: Unveiling the Origins and Significance

the real reason for christmas has been the subject of extensive discussion, debate, and reflection across
cultures and communities worldwide. While for many, Christmas conjures images of festive decorations,
gift-giving, and joyful gatherings, the holiday's roots are deeply embedded in religious, historical, and
cultural contexts. Investigating the real reason for Christmas requires peeling back layers of tradition,
commerce, and myth to understand its origins and the evolving meanings it holds today.

The Historical and Religious Foundations of Christmas

Christmas, celebrated annually on December 25th, traditionally commemorates the birth of Jesus Christ, a
central figure in Christianity. The real reason for Christmas, from a religious perspective, is to honor and
reflect upon the nativity of Jesus, regarded as the son of God and the savior in Christian theology.
However, pinpointing the exact date of Jesus' birth remains historically uncertain, with biblical texts
offering limited specificity.

The selection of December 25th as the date for Christmas is believed to have been influenced by earlier
pagan festivals, most notably the Roman festival of Saturnalia and the celebration of Sol Invictus, the
"Unconquered Sun." These festivals marked the winter solstice, symbolizing the return of longer daylight
hours and the rebirth of the sun. Early Christians may have adopted this date to align with existing
festivities, facilitating the integration of Christian beliefs within Roman society.

The Nativity Story and Its Symbolism

At the heart of the Christmas narrative is the nativity story, which recounts the birth of Jesus in
Bethlehem. According to the Gospels of Luke and Matthew, Jesus was born to Mary and Joseph in humble
circumstances, symbolizing themes of hope, humility, and divine intervention. The nativity scene,
featuring the manger, shepherds, and the Magi, encapsulates these themes and serves as a visual reminder
of the holiday's spiritual significance.



This narrative conveys several underlying messages:

Hope and Renewal: Jesus' birth represents new beginnings and divine salvation.

Humility: The modest setting underscores the accessibility of spiritual grace to all, regardless of status.

Peace and Goodwill: The angelic proclamation of "peace on earth" resonates with the broader values
associated with Christmas.

Secularization and Commercialization: The Evolution of Christmas

While the real reason for Christmas is rooted in religious observance, the holiday has undergone significant
transformations, particularly in Western societies. Over centuries, Christmas incorporated various cultural
practices, from medieval feasts and gift exchanges to modern-day Santa Claus imagery and commercial
festivities.

The Rise of Santa Claus and Gift-Giving Traditions

The figure of Santa Claus, derived from Saint Nicholas, a 4th-century Christian bishop known for his
generosity, evolved into a secular emblem of Christmas joy and generosity. This transformation intensified
during the 19th and 20th centuries, fueled by literature, advertising, and popular culture.

Gift-giving, once a modest expression of goodwill, expanded into a central component of Christmas
celebrations, influencing economic patterns considerably. According to the National Retail Federation,
holiday sales in the United States routinely exceed $700 billion annually, with Christmas purchases
accounting for a significant portion. This commercialization prompts reflection on how the real reason for
Christmas can coexist with consumerist practices.

Global Variations in Christmas Observance

The real reason for Christmas is interpreted and celebrated differently around the world, reflecting diverse
cultural, religious, and historical contexts. In predominantly Christian countries, the holiday often retains its
religious significance, marked by church services, nativity plays, and community gatherings.

Conversely, in secular or multi-faith societies, Christmas may emphasize themes of family, charity, and



cultural festivity rather than explicit religious observance. For example:

Europe: Countries like Germany and Italy blend religious ceremonies with vibrant Christmas
markets and culinary traditions.

Japan: Christmas is largely secular, celebrated with light displays and commercial events rather than
religious services.

Latin America: Festivities often include "Las Posadas," reenactments of Mary and Joseph's search for
shelter, emphasizing the nativity story.

These variations illustrate how the real reason for Christmas can be both a spiritual observance and a
cultural phenomenon.

Analyzing the Impact of Christmas on Society

Beyond its origins, Christmas exerts a profound influence on social behavior, economic activity, and
communal values. Understanding the real reason for Christmas involves examining these wider effects.

Social Cohesion and Community Building

Christmas often acts as a catalyst for social cohesion, encouraging acts of charity, kindness, and family unity.
Many organizations leverage the holiday season to promote charitable giving and community support,
aligning with the holiday’s themes of compassion and goodwill.

Economic Considerations: Benefits and Drawbacks

The holiday season stimulates economic activity, particularly in retail, hospitality, and entertainment
sectors. This economic boost can be beneficial, supporting jobs and businesses. However, the pressure of
holiday spending may also cause financial stress for some individuals and families, raising questions about
sustainability and social equity.



The Psychological and Emotional Dimensions

For many, Christmas embodies a period of joy, reflection, and renewal. Yet, it can also evoke feelings of
loneliness or stress, especially for those who have experienced loss or hardship. Recognizing these complex
emotional dynamics is essential for a balanced understanding of the holiday’s place in contemporary life.

Reclaiming the Real Reason for Christmas in Modern Times

Amid the diverse interpretations and practices surrounding Christmas, there is a growing movement to
reconnect with the holiday’s foundational meanings. This involves emphasizing values such as generosity,
gratitude, and spiritual reflection over materialism.

Communities and individuals are exploring ways to celebrate Christmas that honor its origins while
adapting to contemporary realities. These can include:

Participating in religious services or nativity reenactments.

Engaging in charitable acts and community service.

Fostering meaningful family interactions free from commercial pressures.

Such approaches highlight that the real reason for Christmas transcends any single tradition or practice,
residing instead in shared human values and the desire for connection.

The real reason for Christmas, therefore, is a multifaceted concept that blends history, faith, tradition, and
social practice. By examining its origins and evolving expressions, one gains a deeper appreciation for this
globally significant holiday beyond its surface-level celebrations.

The Real Reason For Christmas

  the real reason for christmas: The Real Reason for Christmas Margaret Taliaferro, 1977 In
twelve letters the author explains the reason for celebrating Christmas.
  the real reason for christmas: Christmas - The Rest of the Story Rick Renner, 2022-11-01
There's More to This StoryThan You've Been ToldIs there more about the story of Christmas you
wish you understood or that you have specific questions about? In this storybook of biblical truth and
history, Rick Renner takes you on the magical journey of Christ's coming to earth as a baby — and
the purpose of His coming — in a way you’ve...

https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-156/the-real-reason-for-christmas.pdf


  the real reason for christmas: Christmas: A Story Zona Gale,
  the real reason for christmas: Surviving Hell Leo Thorsness, 2011-04-19
Capture-to-repatriation memoir of an U.S. Air Force combat pilot who spent six years as a prisoner
of war in the infamous Hanoi Hilton during the Vietnam War.
  the real reason for christmas: 50 Classic Christmas Stories Golgotha Press, 2011 There's no
better way to get into the holiday spirit anytime of year than with this giant anthology of 50 classic
Christmas stories. This collection are some the world's most beloved stories, novels, essays, and
poems about Christmas. Included in the collection is:Beasley's Christmas PartyBird's Christmas
CarolThe Baron's Yule Feast: A Christmas RhymeBunny Brown and His Sister Sue at Christmasâ€
̈The Burglar and the Blizzard: A Christmas StoryBy the Christmas FireA Captured Santa
ClausChristmasThe Christmas AngelComes but Once A YearThe Christmas DinnerChristmas
EveChristmas LightThe Christmas MiracleA Christmas Mystery: The Story of Three Wise MenA
Christmas PosyA Christmas SermonA Christmas StoryA Defective Santa ClausEvenings at Donaldson
ManorThe Feast of St. FriendThe Fir TreeThe First Christmas TreeThe Gift of the MagiThe Goblins'
ChristmasThe Haunted Man and the Ghost's BargainHoliday TalesIs There a Santa Claus?JimsyA
Kidnapped Santa ClausThe Life and Adventures of Santa ClausLittle Book of ChristmasThe Little
City of HopeThe Little Match GirlThe NutsOld ChristmasOld Peabody PewThe Practical JokeThe
Romance of a Christmas CardRosemaryThe Sad ShepherdSanta Claus's PartnerSome Christmas
StoriesThe Spirit of ChristmasThe Abbot's GhostThe Thin Santa ClausTrots Visit to Santa ClausTwas
the Night before ChristmasWhen the Yule Log Burns
  the real reason for christmas: CHRISTMAS CLASSICS: 150+ Novels, Stories & Poems
(Illustrated Edition) Louisa May Alcott, O. Henry, Mark Twain, Beatrix Potter, Charles Dickens,
Harriet Beecher Stowe, Emily Dickinson, Robert Louis Stevenson, Rudyard Kipling, Hans Christian
Andersen, Selma Lagerlöf, Fyodor Dostoevsky, Walter Scott, J. M. Barrie, Anthony Trollope, Brothers
Grimm, L. Frank Baum, Lucy Maud Montgomery, George MacDonald, Leo Tolstoy, Henry van Dyke,
E. T. A. Hoffmann, Clement Moore, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, William Wordsworth, Alfred Lord
Tennyson, William Butler Yeats, 2017-07-06 This unique collection of CHRISTMAS CLASSICS: 150+
Novels, Stories & Poems (Illustrated Edition) has been designed and formatted to the highest digital
standards. Life and Adventures of Santa Claus (L. Frank Baum) Christmas At Sea (Robert Louis
Stevenson) The Little City of Hope (F. Marion Crawford) The Gift of the Magi (O. Henry) The First
Christmas Of New England (Harriet Beecher Stowe) The Holy Night (Selma Lagerlöf) Christmas in
the Olden Time (Walter Scott) Christmas In India (Rudyard Kipling) The Twelve Days of Christmas
Silent Night Ring Out, Wild Bells (Alfred Lord Tennyson) Christmas with Grandma Elsie (Martha
Finley) Little Lord Fauntleroy (Frances Hodgson Burnett) Anne of Green Gables (Lucy Maud
Montgomery) The Christmas Angel (Abbie Farwell Brown) Black Beauty (Anna Sewell) The
Christmas Child (Hesba Stretton) Granny's Wonderful Chair (Frances Browne) The Romance of a
Christmas Card (Kate Douglas Wiggin) Wind in the Willows (Kenneth Grahame) The Birds' Christmas
Carol (Kate Douglas Wiggin) The Wonderful Life - Story of the life and death of our Lord (Hesba
Stretton) A Merry Christmas & Other Christmas Stories (Louisa May Alcott) Little Gretchen and the
Wooden Shoe (Elizabeth Harrison) A Letter from Santa Claus (Mark Twain) Where Love Is, God Is
(Leo Tolstoy) Peter Pan and Wendy (J. M. Barrie) Little Women (Louisa May Alcott) The Wonderful
Wizard of OZ (L. Frank Baum) The Christmas Angel (Abbie Farwell Brown) The Tale of Peter Rabbit
(Beatrix Potter) Toinette and the Elves (Susan Coolidge) The Heavenly Christmas Tree (Fyodor
Dostoevsky) At the Back of the North Wind (George MacDonald) Christmas at Thompson Hall
(Anthony Trollope) The Princess and the Goblin (George MacDonald) Thurlow's Christmas Story
(John Kendrick Bangs) Christmas Every Day (William Dean Howells) The Lost Word (Henry van
Dyke) The Nutcracker and the Mouse King (E. T. A. Hoffmann) The Little Match Girl The Elves and
the Shoemaker...
  the real reason for christmas: The Greatest Christmas Tales & Poems in One Volume
(Illustrated) Louisa May Alcott, O. Henry, Mark Twain, Beatrix Potter, Charles Dickens, Harriet
Beecher Stowe, Emily Dickinson, Robert Louis Stevenson, Rudyard Kipling, Hans Christian



Andersen, Selma Lagerlöf, Fyodor Dostoevsky, Walter Scott, J. M. Barrie, Anthony Trollope, Brothers
Grimm, L. Frank Baum, Lucy Maud Montgomery, George MacDonald, Leo Tolstoy, Henry van Dyke,
E. T. A. Hoffmann, Clement Moore, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, William Wordsworth, Alfred Lord
Tennyson, William Butler Yeats, 2017-04-20 Musaicum Books presents to you a unique Christmas
Collection, formatted to the highest digital standards and adjusted for readability on all devices. This
carefully edited edition includes the most beloved Christmas novels, tales and carols: Life and
Adventures of Santa Claus (L. Frank Baum) Christmas At Sea (Robert Louis Stevenson) The Little
City of Hope (F. Marion Crawford) The Gift of the Magi (O. Henry) The First Christmas Of New
England (Harriet Beecher Stowe) The Holy Night (Selma Lagerlöf) Christmas in the Olden Time
(Walter Scott) Christmas In India (Rudyard Kipling) The Twelve Days of Christmas Silent Night Ring
Out, Wild Bells (Alfred Lord Tennyson) Christmas with Grandma Elsie (Martha Finley) Little Lord
Fauntleroy (Frances Hodgson Burnett) Anne of Green Gables (Lucy Maud Montgomery) The
Christmas Angel (Abbie Farwell Brown) Black Beauty (Anna Sewell) The Christmas Child (Hesba
Stretton) Granny's Wonderful Chair (Frances Browne) The Romance of a Christmas Card (Kate
Douglas Wiggin) Wind in the Willows (Kenneth Grahame) The Birds' Christmas Carol (Kate Douglas
Wiggin) The Wonderful Life - Story of the life and death of our Lord (Hesba Stretton) A Merry
Christmas & Other Christmas Stories (Louisa May Alcott) Little Gretchen and the Wooden Shoe
(Elizabeth Harrison) A Letter from Santa Claus (Mark Twain) Where Love Is, God Is (Leo Tolstoy)
Peter Pan and Wendy (J. M. Barrie) Little Women (Louisa May Alcott) The Wonderful Wizard of OZ
(L. Frank Baum) The Christmas Angel (Abbie Farwell Brown) The Tale of Peter Rabbit (Beatrix
Potter) Toinette and the Elves (Susan Coolidge) The Heavenly Christmas Tree (Fyodor Dostoevsky)
At the Back of the North Wind (George MacDonald) Christmas at Thompson Hall (Anthony Trollope)
The Princess and the Goblin (George MacDonald) Thurlow's Christmas Story (John Kendrick Bangs)
Christmas Every Day (William Dean Howells) The Lost Word (Henry van Dyke) The Nutcracker and
the Mouse King (E. T. A.
  the real reason for christmas: Christmas Classics Premium Collection: 150+ Novels, Stories
& Poems in One Volume (Illustrated) Selma Lagerlöf, Charles Dickens, Mark Twain, Harriet Beecher
Stowe, Robert Louis Stevenson, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, George MacDonald, William
Wordsworth, Louisa May Alcott, Walter Scott, Anthony Trollope, Rudyard Kipling, Beatrix Potter,
Emily Dickinson, O. Henry, L. Frank Baum, J. M. Barrie, E. T. A. Hoffmann, Hans Christian
Andersen, William Butler Yeats, Henry van Dyke, Lucy Maud Montgomery, Leo Tolstoy, Fyodor
Dostoevsky, Alfred Lord Tennyson, Brothers Grimm, Clement Moore, 2024-01-09 The 'Christmas
Classics Premium Collection: 150+ Novels, Stories & Poems in One Volume (Illustrated)'
encapsulates the rich tapestry of literary heritage surrounding one of the most cherished times of
the year. This anthology assembles an extensive range of works that explore themes of generosity,
family bonds, and the enchanting spirit of Christmas across a plethora of literary styles, including
short stories, poems, and novellas. The collection's highlights, seamlessly interwoven, showcase
heartfelt narratives and evocative landscapes, painting vivid portraits of this timeless holiday season.
This anthology serves as a literary mosaic, capturing the multifaceted joy and introspection that
Christmas inspires, making it a remarkable journey into classic literature. The contributing authors,
including luminaries like Selma Lagerl√∂f, Charles Dickens, and Fyodor Dostoevsky, among many
others, offer a diverse range of perspectives, each bringing unique cultural and historical insights to
this compilation. Spanning various literary movements from Romanticism to Realism, these authors
collectively shed light on universal themes found in winter tales. Their contributions are not merely
reflective of their epochs but resonate with a timeless poignancy, merging traditions from English,
Russian, German, and American literature, as well as folktale traditions personified by the Brothers
Grimm and Hans Christian Andersen. This anthology is an indispensable collection for any literary
enthusiast, offering an unparalleled opportunity to immerse oneself in the spirit of Christmas
through a multitude of voices and artistic expressions. It invites readers to explore the
intersectionality of history, culture, and literature all centered around the poignant themes of the
yuletide. Educational in its historical breadth and insightful in its narrative depth, this collection



fosters a dialogue across generations, highlighting the enduring resonance of Christmas stories in
all their forms. Whether for academic study or leisure, this volume provides a rich landscape of
exploration and reflection.
  the real reason for christmas: Christmas Stalkings , 2016-12-06 When the weather outside is
frightful, curl up with New York Times–bestselling masters of holiday mystery Elizabeth Peters,
Margaret Maron, and more! A New England college hosts a counterfeiting scrooge, an angelic
chorister falls to earth, a tight-fisted patriarch realizes his days are numbered, and a politician
presents his wife with an explosive gift. In Christmas Stalkings, bestselling mystery author Charlotte
MacLeod gathers fellow partners in crime for a collection of capers that will keep you reading—and
guessing—all through the night. Spend the twelve days of Christmas enjoying tales of holiday
mayhem. From secrets in a snowy graveyard to schemes in the Deep South to mischief in
Manhattan, this stocking full of cozy stories is to die for. This festive anthology includes thirteen
stories by Charlotte MacLeod, Reginald Hill, Elizabeth Peters, Medora Sale, John Malcolm, Dorothy
Cannell, Bill Crider, Patricia Moyes, Evelyn E. Smith, Eric Wright, Mickey Friedman, Robert
Barnard, and Margaret Maron.
  the real reason for christmas: The Plot to Cancel Christmas Dr Rocco Leonard Martino,
2010-09 The Plot to Cancel Christmas will make you laugh and make you angry. It could happen.
Greed, ambition, and the misuse of taxpayer money are nothing new. This book depicts the classic
struggle between might and right; and between raw power and thoughtful evaluation. For some, the
will of the people doesn't matter since people don't count as one major character says in the book.
The Plot to Cancel Christmas is about character, and the conflicting emotions and forces that
permeate human life- greed, fear, love, tradition, duty, and conscience. One reviewer stated, ...a
timeless tale that speaks volumes to all of us...a modern Christmas Carol. A book that gives you
pause- Could this really happen? ...the characters literally dance from the page. ...a punch in the
heart and a hug at the same time. ...a gift that will put your life in perspective. A Classic Battle
between might & right! Superb!
  the real reason for christmas: All She Wants for Christmas Stacy Connelly, 2008-12-01 Holly
Bainbridge had a simple wish this Christmas: to find a way to keep Hopewell House open for
business. The former foster child knew how it felt to be without a family and was determined to
make this a holiday the kids would never forget. Until handsome, hard-hearted businessman Clay
Forrester stole her Santa… Playing jolly St. Nick was the best way Clay knew to make it up to Holly.
And once he donned the red cap and white beard, a transformation took place—and all he could
think about was being with her. But could he convince Holly that this was indeed a season of second
chances? All she had to do was believe.…
  the real reason for christmas: Hardware Retailer , 1925
  the real reason for christmas: National Hardware Bulletin , 1925
  the real reason for christmas: Moving Forward Thomas C. Smith, 2011-09-29 This book is a
collection of poems I have written throughout my life. I started writing when I was in high school.
The early poems were for girls that I knew. No copies of these were kept. I started to retain copies in
college. My poems moved from just words to life stories, personal thoughts and my God. I have
shared some with a few friends, which for me is difficult, because I tend to keep most everyone at
arms length. My journey has been filled with lifes up and downs and my poems reflect the joys and
sorrows I experienced and some you may have experienced. Most important for me is that Jesus is
my constant companion who rejoices with me in the good times and carries me through the hard
times. Psalm 23: The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not be in want. NIV He makes me to lie down in
green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, he restores my soul. He guides me in paths of
righteousness for his names sake. Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I
will fear no evil, for you are with me, your rod and your staff, they comfort me. You prepare a table
before me in the presence of my enemies. You anoint my head with oil, my cup overflows. Surely
goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord
forever.



  the real reason for christmas: The Christmas wreck. A story of assisted fate. An
unhistoric page. A tale of negative gravity. The Cloverfields carriage. The remarkable
wreck of the "Thomas Hyke". My bull-calf. The discourager of hesitancy. A borrowed month
Frank R. Stockton, 1886
  the real reason for christmas: Winter Adam Gopnik, 2011 Collects the thoughts and
perspectives of artists, poets, composers, writers, explorers, and scientists on the season of winter,
from reflections on snow and God to the future of northern culture.
  the real reason for christmas: Michigan Christian Advocate , 1925
  the real reason for christmas: Not One Jot Fortunat Tshimanga-Mukadi, 2014-08-22 As a
common person, without any qualification in what people call theology as science and history, it is a
big challenge for me to discuss in public the very sensible religious matter of Ten Commandments.
My second challenge, and not the least, was my weakness in English language. Indeed, having
French as first language, I have hesitated to write in French or in English, both languages spoken in
Canada. I opted for English for two reasons. Torontonians would be my important readers and there
are in large majority English-speaking people among the French-speaking Ontarians. Therefore, to
reach the large audience, I chose English. Big challenge, is not? The other reason is that I attend an
English-speaking congregation for worship and this would be my first audience, as my closest family.
Why do I write this book and why is it called Not One Jot? I had a disorderly youth, as I grew up with
a widowed mom unable to correct me when needed; thus, finding myself where my God has brought
me now, I felt obligated to testify of His Love. The only way to be thankful to Him is to preach His
Gospel around me to respond to His commission in Matthew 28: 19, 20, Therefore go and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in[1] the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you
always, to the very end of the age. Therefore, living in selfish North-American culture where we do
not have time to listen quietly to your neighbor, everyone closed in his corner or always too busy,
where even the married couples have not enough time for each other; and, as I do not have the
means to have a TV or a radio station to preach and care for my neighbors, colleagues, friends,
family members, relatives , I decided to write this Testimony about the holy Ten Commandment Law
of the Creator of the Universe, specially the Fourth commandment of the Decalogue, which shows
clearly that we are not product of the hazard nor are we here by accident! Grown up in a Catholic
environment until my twenties, I myself discovered this Truth as taught in the Holy Bible, by reading
a book, which changed forever my life. Here I have to be thankful to my elder brothers who had
endured sacrifice to study and finish my degrees which helped me to read and write. Without this,
that book which transformed my life could not have any meaning to me! I am not writing this book to
offend or belittle any Christian denomination, especially those specifically cited in this Testimony.
Many of those church members love their Creator and would like sincerely to believe the Truth and
serve their mighty Creator and infallible Lawgiver, if they had opportunity to earnestly study His
Word! Thus, time may come when they will open their heart to the eternal Light and follow the true
Way to the eternal Life. Neither have I written it to boast myself or to extol those Churches whose
members keep the Sabbath as being the unique ready for heaven, for, Judas was one of the twelve
beside the Messiah more than three years, but we know he will not be found there! Yes, there are
many books written in this matter, however, someone can be interested reading a book only by its
title, and also more importantly by its author. The title Not One Jot emphasizes the idea found
throughout the Word of God asking people not to obliterate any of the smallest letter of His Ten
Commandment Law, no matter how great they are, how powerful they pretend to be, how intelligent
and wise they may be, how high their instruction could be, how big and rich their church seem to be.
For these ten statements are the only ones through all the Scriptures, written by the mighty and
holy Hand of the Creator. Herein is discussed the origin, the importance and the perpetuity of Gods
Ten Commandment Law as the Moral Law of His eternal Government. And as Lawgiver and
Supreme Legislator, He is the only One wo
  the real reason for christmas: Giselle of the Luberon John Glassco, 2011-07-30 Giselle is an



artist who in her 80's and from the cover of her Retirement Home in Cannes in the South of France,
seeks revenge for her sons killers. One of executioners is the sons own father. The killers death
which included other key Mafia criminals of the Cote D'azure finally arrived by being hacked to
oblivion one revengeful night amongst the darkness of a Mediterranean night sky. Giselle is at last at
peace with the world. She returns to her beloved Luberon home and paints one last picture to hang
in her gallery.
  the real reason for christmas: Jenny Lopez Saves Christmas: An I Heart Short Story Lindsey
Kelk, 2014-11-20 ‘Brilliantly written, this festive instalment of Angela’s life is as funny and enjoyable
as ever’ Closer
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