the big picture story bible

The Big Picture Story Bible: Crafting Cohesive Narratives for Writers and Creators

the big picture story bible is more than just a collection of notes or character sketches; it's a
foundational tool that helps storytellers, screenwriters, and novelists organize the sprawling
elements of their narratives into one cohesive, accessible document. Whether you’re developing an
epic fantasy saga, a TV series, or a complex novel, the big picture story bible acts as your narrative
compass, ensuring consistency, depth, and clarity throughout the creative process.

In this article, we’ll explore what the big picture story bible entails, why it’s essential for
storytellers, and how you can build your own to elevate your writing projects. Along the way, we’ll
uncover useful techniques and tips that make this resource invaluable for both solo creators and
collaborative teams.

What Is the Big Picture Story Bible?

At its core, the big picture story bible is a comprehensive document that collects all the vital
information about a story’s universe into one place. Think of it as an encyclopedia or a guidebook
that details everything from character biographies and plot arcs to world-building details and
thematic motifs. It’s called “big picture” because it zooms out to capture the overarching narrative
structure and interconnected elements rather than focusing on a single scene or chapter.

Why Writers and Creators Need a Story Bible

Imagine working on a long-running TV show or an intricate novel series without keeping track of
character backstories, timelines, or setting rules. It’s easy to introduce inconsistencies or lose track
of plot threads, which can confuse your audience or derail your storytelling. The big picture story
bible prevents these pitfalls by:

- Centralizing important information for quick reference

- Maintaining consistency across episodes, chapters, or volumes

- Enabling collaboration among writers, artists, and editors

- Helping track character development and thematic progression

- Serving as a creative springboard when brainstorming new storylines

Whether you're a solo author or part of a writing team, having a story bible reduces the mental load
and streamlines your creative workflow.

Key Components of the Big Picture Story Bible

While every story bible is unique depending on the project’s needs, some core elements are typically
included to capture the full scope of your narrative.



Character Profiles and Arcs

Characters are the heart of any story. Detailed profiles should cover physical descriptions,
psychological traits, motivations, relationships, and personal histories. Importantly, tracking
character arcs — how they change over time — helps maintain believable growth and emotional
resonance.

World-Building Details

For genres like fantasy, sci-fi, or historical fiction, the setting can be as crucial as the characters.
Your story bible should document:

- Geography and maps

- Culture, traditions, and social structures

- Technology, magic systems, or rules of the world

- Historical events that shape the narrative backdrop

This depth ensures that your fictional universe feels immersive and real.

Plot Summaries and Timelines

Outlining major plot points, subplots, and the overall story trajectory helps you keep an eye on
pacing and narrative balance. Creating a timeline is especially helpful in complex stories with
multiple perspectives or non-linear storytelling.

Themes and Symbols

Identifying recurring themes, motifs, and symbols adds layers of meaning to your story.
Documenting these in the story bible not only enriches your writing but also helps maintain thematic
coherence.

How to Create Your Own Big Picture Story Bible

Starting a story bible may seem daunting, but it can evolve organically alongside your writing. Here
are some practical steps to get you going:

Choose the Right Format

Depending on your preferences, a story bible can be:



- Digital documents (Google Docs, Word files) for easy editing and sharing
- Dedicated writing software like Scrivener or Campfire that offers organizational tools
- Wikis or private online platforms for collaborative projects

Pick a format that suits your workflow and allows easy expansion.

Start with What You Know

Begin by jotting down the main characters, key plot points, and setting details. Don’t worry about
perfection; the story bible is a living document that grows with your story.

Use Visual Aids

Incorporate images, maps, timelines, and charts to make complex information easier to digest.
Visual elements can also spark new ideas and connections.

Regularly Update and Review

Make it a habit to revisit and refine your story bible as your narrative develops. This keeps the
material current and avoids contradictions down the line.

Tips to Maximize the Effectiveness of Your Story Bible

Creating a story bible is one thing; using it effectively is another. Here are some insights to help you
get the most out of this invaluable tool.

Keep It Organized and Searchable

Use headings, bullet points, and hyperlinks (if digital) to structure information clearly. This saves
time when you need to find specific details quickly.

Include Character Relationships and Conflict Maps

Visualizing how characters relate to each other and where tensions exist adds depth and helps you
track evolving dynamics.



Document Your Creative Decisions

Note why you made certain choices regarding plot developments or world rules. This context
prevents second-guessing and aids consistency.

Share With Your Team

If you're working with co-writers or collaborators, a shared story bible ensures everyone stays on the
same page and contributes to a unified vision.

The Role of the Big Picture Story Bible in Different
Mediums

While story bibles originated in television writing rooms, their application has expanded across
various storytelling forms.

In Television and Film

Writers use story bibles to maintain continuity across episodes and seasons. They often include
episode summaries, character bios, and production notes, making them essential in fast-paced,
collaborative environments.

For Novelists and Authors

Authors benefit from story bibles by organizing complex plotlines and character arcs, especially in
series or trilogies. It helps avoid plot holes and enriches the narrative texture.

In Game Development and Comics

Game designers and comic creators use story bibles to keep track of lore, character abilities, and
story progression, ensuring a consistent experience for players and readers alike.

Embracing the Big Picture for Stronger Storytelling

Ultimately, the big picture story bible is about clarity and control. It empowers creators to build
richer worlds, craft compelling characters, and weave intricate plots without losing sight of the
overall narrative vision. Whether you’re embarking on your first novel or managing a sprawling



media franchise, investing time in a well-crafted story bible can transform your creative process and
the stories you tell.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is ‘The Big Picture Story Bible' about?

The Big Picture Story Bible is a children's Bible that presents the overarching narrative of the Bible
in a simple, engaging, and visually appealing way, focusing on God's redemptive plan throughout
Scripture.

Who is the author of ‘'The Big Picture Story Bible'?

The Big Picture Story Bible was written by David R. Helm.

What age group is 'The Big Picture Story Bible' intended for?

The Big Picture Story Bible is primarily intended for children aged 4 to 8, but it can be enjoyed by
readers of all ages who want a clear overview of the biblical story.

How does 'The Big Picture Story Bible' differ from traditional
children's Bibles?

Unlike traditional children's Bibles that often focus on isolated Bible stories, The Big Picture Story
Bible emphasizes the unified narrative of Scripture, showing how each story fits into God's bigger
plan.

Are the illustrations in 'The Big Picture Story Bible' suitable
for young children?

Yes, the illustrations in The Big Picture Story Bible are colorful, simple, and child-friendly, designed
to capture the attention of young readers and complement the storytelling.

Can 'The Big Picture Story Bible' be used for family devotions?

Absolutely, The Big Picture Story Bible is ideal for family devotions as it helps parents and children
understand and discuss the Bible's main themes together.

Is 'The Big Picture Story Bible' suitable for use in church or
Sunday school settings?

Yes, many churches and Sunday schools use The Big Picture Story Bible as a resource to teach
children the Bible's overarching narrative in an accessible and engaging way.



Additional Resources
The Big Picture Story Bible: A Comprehensive Review and Analysis

the big picture story bible is an essential tool for writers, filmmakers, and content creators who
seek to develop cohesive and compelling narratives. Unlike typical story bibles that focus primarily
on character details or plot points, the big picture story bible aims to provide an overarching
framework that integrates all elements of a story’s universe, from themes and settings to character
arcs and world-building nuances. This article delves into the concept of the big picture story bible,
examining its features, benefits, and potential limitations within creative industries.

Understanding the Big Picture Story Bible

At its core, the big picture story bible is a centralized document or digital resource designed to
capture the full scope of a narrative project. While traditional story bibles often serve as reference
guides for continuity and character consistency, the big picture approach elevates this by
emphasizing the interconnectedness of story components. This holistic perspective is particularly
valuable in complex storytelling mediums such as television series, book franchises, and cinematic
universes where multiple narratives and timelines converge.

The big picture story bible functions as a blueprint, helping creators maintain narrative integrity
across episodes, seasons, or volumes. It integrates key story elements such as thematic motifs,
character motivations, world rules, and plot trajectories, ensuring every piece aligns with the

intended vision. Writers and producers can use this resource to avoid contradictions, streamline
creative decisions, and communicate ideas effectively among team members.

Features That Define the Big Picture Story Bible

A well-crafted big picture story bible often includes, but is not limited to, the following features:
e Comprehensive World-Building: Detailed descriptions of settings, cultures, technologies,
and histories that shape the fictional universe.

e Character Profiles: In-depth analyses of main and supporting characters, including
backstories, motivations, relationships, and development arcs.

e Thematic Overview: Identification of central themes and messages that the story aims to
convey.

¢ Plot Structure: Outline of major plotlines, subplots, and narrative beats that guide the story
progression.

¢ Continuity and Canon: Rules and guidelines to maintain consistency and avoid
contradictions within the story world.

e Visual and Tonal References: Mood boards, style guides, and tone descriptions to ensure



uniformity in storytelling across different media.

These components collectively enable creators to grasp the “big picture” of their narrative, making
it easier to expand or adapt the story as necessary while preserving coherence.

The Role of the Big Picture Story Bible in Modern
Storytelling

In today’s entertainment landscape, where franchises span multiple platforms and formats, the
importance of a big picture story bible cannot be overstated. For instance, cinematic universes like
Marvel or Star Wars rely heavily on detailed story bibles to maintain narrative continuity across
films, TV shows, comics, and games. Without such comprehensive documentation, the risk of plot
holes or inconsistent character portrayals increases.

Moreover, the big picture story bible supports collaborative workflows. Writers, directors,
producers, and designers can refer to a shared resource that outlines the narrative’s scope and
direction. This alignment enhances efficiency and creative synergy, preventing redundant efforts
and minimizing misinterpretations.

Comparing Traditional Story Bibles and Big Picture Story
Bibles

While both traditional and big picture story bibles aim to document essential story information, their
scope and depth differ significantly:

¢ Focus: Traditional bibles often concentrate on character details and episode summaries,
whereas big picture bibles emphasize overall narrative architecture.

e Scale: Big picture story bibles tend to cover the entire universe or franchise, including
thematic and tonal elements, while traditional bibles may be limited to a single season or
project.

e Usage: Traditional bibles are frequently used for initial pitching or production, whereas big
picture bibles serve as ongoing references during long-term storytelling.

This distinction underscores why creators aiming for expansive and interconnected narratives might
prefer the big picture story bible approach.



Benefits and Challenges of Implementing the Big
Picture Story Bible

Adopting a big picture story bible methodology offers several advantages:

e Enhanced Story Consistency: By documenting all narrative aspects, inconsistencies are
easier to identify and resolve.

e Improved Collaboration: Teams working across different departments benefit from a shared
understanding of the story’s vision.

¢ Creative Flexibility: A comprehensive framework allows creators to explore new storylines
without losing sight of core themes and continuity.

 Efficient World-Building: Detailed records prevent redundant brainstorming and facilitate
the expansion of the story world.

However, certain challenges may arise:

e Time-Consuming Setup: Creating a detailed big picture story bible requires significant
upfront investment in time and effort.

e Potential for Overcomplexity: Excessive detail can overwhelm team members or stifle
creative spontaneity.

e Maintenance Requirements: Story bibles must be continually updated to reflect changes,
which demands ongoing discipline and coordination.

Balancing thoroughness with usability is critical to maximize the effectiveness of the big picture
story bible.

Digital Tools and Platforms Supporting Story Bible Creation

Modern technology has facilitated the development and management of big picture story bibles
through specialized software. Platforms such as Scrivener, Campfire, and Notion allow writers and
teams to organize story elements efficiently. These tools often feature tagging, linking, and
multimedia embedding capabilities that enhance accessibility and cross-referencing.

Additionally, cloud-based collaboration tools enable real-time updates and feedback, crucial for
teams working remotely or across multiple locations. The integration of visual aids such as maps,
timelines, and character relationship diagrams further enriches the storytelling process.



The Big Picture Story Bible in Practice: Case Studies

Several successful franchises demonstrate the utility of the big picture story bible. For example,
George R.R. Martin’s "A Song of Ice and Fire" series is supported by extensive notes and world-
building documents that help manage its complex character web and political intrigue. Similarly, the
Star Trek franchise maintains detailed story bibles to ensure the consistency of its expansive
universe across decades of content.

In television, shows like "Breaking Bad" and "Stranger Things" have reportedly utilized story bibles
to align season arcs and character development, enabling them to maintain narrative coherence and
audience engagement.

These examples illustrate how the big picture story bible is not merely a theoretical concept but a
practical tool that underpins some of the most compelling and enduring stories in popular culture.

The big picture story bible represents a paradigm shift in how creators approach storytelling. By
foregrounding the interconnectedness of all narrative elements, it helps build richer, more
immersive worlds that resonate with audiences. While it demands careful planning and regular
upkeep, the payoff in terms of story quality and production efficiency can be substantial. As
storytelling continues to evolve in complexity and scope, tools like the big picture story bible will
likely become indispensable assets in the creative toolkit.

The Big Picture Story Bible

the big picture story bible: The Big Picture Story Bible David R. Helm, 2010-11-18 Simple text
and illustrations present the stories of the Bible, from Genesis to Revelation, for young children.

the big picture story bible: The Big Picture Bible Verses David R. Helm, 2014-08-31 Help Your
Kids Learn the Big Picture of the Bible Make Scripture memorization part of your family life with
this easy-to-use resource aimed at helping children hide God's Word in their hearts! Designed as a
complementary resource to the best-selling The Big Picture Story Bible, this kid-friendly catechism
features 45 questions and answers drawn directly from Scripture—making memorizing the Bible fun
and easy! Learn more about the Big Picture Story Bible series at BigPictureStoryBible.com.

the big picture story bible: The Big Picture Interactive Bible Storybook, Hardcover B&h
Editorial, 2013 A must-see interactive Bible storybook featuring 145 Bible stories, four-color
illustrations, and a remarkable app that brings the artwork and stories to life in 3D as well as
audibly!

the big picture story bible: The Big Picture Family Devotional David R. Helm, 2014-08-31
We all want to teach our kids about the Bible and God's love for the world. But sometimes it's hard
to know where to start . . . If you want to make regular devotions part of your family life but don't
know where to start, pick up this easy-to-use resource and start teaching your kids about the big
picture of the Bible today! Designed as a complementary resource to the best-selling The Big Picture
Story Bible, this family devotional offers parents a year's worth of material for teaching children
ages six to ten about God's plan of salvation for the world through Christ. Intended for families to
use three times per week, each 5-10 minute lesson includes: a basic Bible question with an
accompanying answer in the form of a memory verse an carefully-chosen Scripture passage to read
aloud a devotional paragraph designed to help kids connect the Scripture passage to the Bible's
overarching message reflection questions for the whole family to ponder and discuss together Learn


https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-156/the-big-picture-story-bible.pdf

more about the Big Picture Story Bible series at BigPictureStoryBible.com.

the big picture story bible: One Big Story Bible Stories in 5 Minutes B&H Kids Editorial Staff,
2018-11-15 Give kids the big picture of God’s story with One Big Story Bible Stories in 5 Minutes
comprised of 12 different 5-minute stories, perfect for before-bed reading. Help shape your child’s
spiritual growth in an engaging One Big Storybook that features four-color illustrations. One Big
Story is a series designed to grow with families and strengthen relationships in Christ through
Bible-centered products that engage readers of all ages. This B&H Kids book includes a Parent
Connection, an easy tool to help moms and dads (or anyone else who loves kids) discuss the book's
message with their child. We're all about connecting parents and kids to each other and to God's
Word.

the big picture story bible: The Big Picture Interactive Bible Stories for Toddlers New
Testament B&H Editorial Staff, 2014-09 An interactive storybook includes twenty stories from the
New Testament and provides access to an augmented reality application that brings each story to
life visually and audibly.

the big picture story bible: Themelios, Volume 38, Issue 1 D. A. Carson, 2015-01-14 Themelios
is an international, evangelical, peer-reviewed theological journal that expounds and defends the
historic Christian faith. Themelios is published three times a year online at The Gospel Coalition
(http://thegospelcoalition.org/themelios/) and in print by Wipf and Stock. Its primary audience is
theological students and pastors, though scholars read it as well. Themelios began in 1975 and was
operated by RTSF/UCCEF in the UK, and it became a digital journal operated by The Gospel Coalition
in 2008. The editorial team draws participants from across the globe as editors, essayists, and
reviewers. General Editor: D. A. Carson, Trinity Evangelical Divinity School Managing Editor: Brian
Tabb, Bethlehem College and Seminary Consulting Editor: Michael J. Ovey, Oak Hill Theological
College Administrator: Andrew David Naselli, Bethlehem College and Seminary Book Review
Editors: Jerry Hwang, Singapore Bible College; Alan Thompson, Sydney Missionary & Bible College;
Nathan A. Finn, Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary; Hans Madueme, Covenant College;
Dane Ortlund, Crossway; Jason Sexton, Golden Gate Baptist Seminary Editorial Board: Gerald Bray,
Beeson Divinity School Lee Gatiss, Wales Evangelical School of Theology Paul Helseth, University of
Northwestern, St. Paul Paul House, Beeson Divinity School Ken Magnuson, The Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary Jonathan Pennington, The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary James
Robson, Wycliffe Hall Mark D. Thompson, Moore Theological College Paul Williamson, Moore
Theological College Stephen Witmer, Pepperell Christian Fellowship Robert Yarbrough, Covenant
Seminary

the big picture story bible: The Big Picture Interactive 52-Week Bible Story Devotional B&H
Editorial Staff, 2016-02-16 Bring the Bible to life each week of the year! This unique 52-week
devotional is packed with value and includes interactivity kids will love. A Bible story is at the center
of each weekly devotion, and a two-to-four minute video is available by scanning a QR code. Plus, a
free downloadable app lets kids experience a digital pop-up (using Augmented Reality) of each Bible
story along with narration by Jenna Lucado Bishop. The Big Picture Interactive Bible Story
Devotional is the perfect way to bring the Bible to life in a kid's heart! Features include: ¢ 52
devotions based on Bible stories® QR codes that link to Bible-story based videos for each devotion
“Christ Connections” that spotlight God’s salvation plan throughout the Bible ¢ A free
Augmented-Reality app that brings the art and story remarkably to life as digital pop-ups with audio
narration Don't miss any of the products in the Big Picture brand, which includes The Big Picture
Interactive Bible Storybook, The Big Picture Interactive Bible, The Big Picture Interactive Bible
Stories in 5 Minutes, The Gospel Story, and The Big Picture Interactive Bible Stories for Toddlers.

the big picture story bible: Children’s Bibles in America Russell W. Dalton, 2015-11-19
Children's Bibles have been among the most popular and influential types of religious publications in
the United States, providing many Americans with their first formative experiences of the Bible and
its stories. In Children's Bibles in America, Russell W. Dalton explores the variety of ways in which
children's Bibles have adapted, illustrated, and retold Bible stories for children throughout U.S.




history. This reception history of the story of Noah as it appears in children's Bibles provides striking
examples of the multivalence and malleability of biblical texts, and offers intriguing snapshots of
American culture and American religion in their most basic forms. Dalton demonstrates the ways in
which children's Bibles reflect and reveal America's diverse and changing beliefs about God,
childhood, morality, and what must be passed on to the next generation. Dalton uses the popular
story of Noah's ark as a case study, exploring how it has been adapted and appropriated to serve in a
variety of social agendas. Throughout America's history, the image of God in children's Bible
adaptations of the story of Noah has ranged from that of a powerful, angry God who might destroy
children at any time to that of a friendly God who will always keep children safe. At the same time,
Noah has been lifted up as a model of virtues ranging from hard work and humble obedience to
patience and positive thinking. Dalton explores these uses of the story of Noah and more as he
engages the fields of biblical studies, the history of religion in America, religious education,
childhood studies, and children's literature.

the big picture story bible: The Big Picture Interactive Bible Stories for Toddlers Old
Testament B&H Editorial Staff, 2014-09 An interactive storybook includes twenty stories from the
Old Testament and provides access to an augmented reality application that brings each story to life
visually and audibly.

the big picture story bible: The Big Picture Interactive Bible Storybook, Hardcover
(Case Of 12) B&H Editorial Staff, B&h Editorial, 2014-10 A must-see interactive Bible storybook
featuring 145 Bible stories, four-color illustrations, and a remarkable app that brings the artwork
and stories to life in 3D as well as audibly!

the big picture story bible: Themelios, Volume 37, Issue 2 D. A. Carson, 2015-01-27
Themelios is an international, evangelical, peer-reviewed theological journal that expounds and
defends the historic Christian faith. Themelios is published three times a year online at The Gospel
Coalition (http://thegospelcoalition.org/themelios/) and in print by Wipf and Stock. Its primary
audience is theological students and pastors, though scholars read it as well. Themelios began in
1975 and was operated by RTSF/UCCF in the UK, and it became a digital journal operated by The
Gospel Coalition in 2008. The editorial team draws participants from across the globe as editors,
essayists, and reviewers. General Editor: D. A. Carson, Trinity Evangelical Divinity School Managing
Editor: Brian Tabb, Bethlehem College and Seminary Consulting Editor: Michael J. Ovey, Oak Hill
Theological College Administrator: Andrew David Naselli, Bethlehem College and Seminary Book
Review Editors: Jerry Hwang, Singapore Bible College; Alan Thompson, Sydney Missionary & Bible
College; Nathan A. Finn, Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary; Hans Madueme, Covenant
College; Dane Ortlund, Crossway; Jason Sexton, Golden Gate Baptist Seminary Editorial Board:
Gerald Bray, Beeson Divinity School Lee Gatiss, Wales Evangelical School of Theology Paul Helseth,
University of Northwestern, St. Paul Paul House, Beeson Divinity School Ken Magnuson, The
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary Jonathan Pennington, The Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary James Robson, Wycliffe Hall Mark D. Thompson, Moore Theological College Paul
Williamson, Moore Theological College Stephen Witmer, Pepperell Christian Fellowship Robert
Yarbrough, Covenant Seminary

the big picture story bible: ESV Big Picture Bible , 2015 The ESV Big Picture Bible features
over 300 engaging illustrations and a 45-question kid-friendly catechism--designed to help children
ages 5-8 transition from a storybook Bible to a full-text Bible and undersand the beloved stories of
Scripture.

the big picture story bible: The Big Picture Interactive Bible B&H Editorial Staff, 2015-10-01
Bring the Bible to life for kids! As kids read the NKJV Big Picture Interactive Bible for Kids, they will
see scenes from the Bible literally pop off the page via a free downloadable app that lets them view
the images in an augmented-reality format. And they'll listen to a narration of the event by Jenna
Lucado Bishop. This colorful, fully designed Bible meets children in the visual world they are so
accustomed to by bringing Bible pages to life and showing young readers how they are a part of
God's great story. Features include: Augmented Reality on 146 full-page color illustrations Christ




Connection feature that shows how each Bible story points to Christ Big Questions? feature to tell
kids what they want to know 100 Top Memory Verses for kids to learn Seeing the Big Picture feature
that digs into key Bible stories and provides parents with discussion material Big Words feature that
acts as a four-color Bible dictionary Introductions for every book of the Bible, written for kids to
understand Complete text of the New King James Version Full-color maps on 8 pages Don't miss any
of the products in the Big Picture brand, which includes The Big Picture Interactive Bible Storybook,
The Big Picture Interactive Bible Stories in 5 Minutes, and The Big Picture Interactive Bible Stories
for Toddlers.

the big picture story bible: Themelios, Volume 33, Issue 3 D. A. Carson, 2015-01-27 Themelios
is an international, evangelical, peer-reviewed theological journal that expounds and defends the
historic Christian faith. Themelios is published three times a year online at The Gospel Coalition
(http://thegospelcoalition.org/themelios/) and in print by Wipf and Stock. Its primary audience is
theological students and pastors, though scholars read it as well. Themelios began in 1975 and was
operated by RTSF/UCCEF in the UK, and it became a digital journal operated by The Gospel Coalition
in 2008. The editorial team draws participants from across the globe as editors, essayists, and
reviewers. General Editor: D. A. Carson, Trinity Evangelical Divinity School Managing Editor: Brian
Tabb, Bethlehem College and Seminary Consulting Editor: Michael J. Ovey, Oak Hill Theological
College Administrator: Andrew David Naselli, Bethlehem College and Seminary Book Review
Editors: Jerry Hwang, Singapore Bible College; Alan Thompson, Sydney Missionary & Bible College;
Nathan A. Finn, Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary; Hans Madueme, Covenant College;
Dane Ortlund, Crossway; Jason Sexton, Golden Gate Baptist Seminary Editorial Board: Gerald Bray,
Beeson Divinity School Lee Gatiss, Wales Evangelical School of Theology Paul Helseth, University of
Northwestern, St. Paul Paul House, Beeson Divinity School Ken Magnuson, The Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary Jonathan Pennington, The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary James
Robson, Wycliffe Hall Mark D. Thompson, Moore Theological College Paul Williamson, Moore
Theological College Stephen Witmer, Pepperell Christian Fellowship Robert Yarbrough, Covenant
Seminary

the big picture story bible: The Oxford Handbook of the Bible in America Paul Gutjahr,
2017-11-01 Early Americans have long been considered A People of the Book Because the nickname
was coined primarily to invoke close associations between Americans and the Bible, it is easy to
overlook the central fact that it was a book-not a geographic location, a monarch, or even a shared
language-that has served as a cornerstone in countless investigations into the formation and
fragmentation of early American culture. Few books can lay claim to such powers of
civilization-altering influence. Among those which can are sacred books, and for Americans principal
among such books stands the Bible. This Handbook is designed to address a noticeable void in
resources focused on analyzing the Bible in America in various historical moments and in
relationship to specific institutions and cultural expressions. It takes seriously the fact that the Bible
is both a physical object that has exercised considerable totemic power, as well as a text with a
powerful intellectual design that has inspired everything from national religious and educational
practices to a wide spectrum of artistic endeavors to our nation's politics and foreign policy. This
Handbook brings together a number of established scholars, as well as younger scholars on the rise,
to provide a scholarly overview--rich with bibliographic resources--to those interested in the Bible's
role in American cultural formation.

the big picture story bible: 40 Questions About Interpreting the Bible Robert L. Plummer,
2021-05-25 A vital Bible resource used in classrooms and churches worldwide now revised and
updated. 40 Questions about Interpreting the Bible, now in a revised second edition, probes the most
pressing problems encountered by churchgoers and beginning Bible students when they try to read
and understand the Bible. Using feedback received from pastors, professors, and Bible teachers,
New Testament professor Robert L. Plummer includes updated information about Bible translations,
biblical interpretation, and Bible study technology and streamlines previous portions to make room
for a handful of new issues. This second edition, updated regarding Bible translations, biblical




interpretation trends, and Bible-related technology, will continue to serve professors, pastors, and
Bible study leaders as a go-to guide or textbook. New Testament scholar Robert L. Plummer covers
historical, interpretive, practical, and theological matters such as: Were the ancient manuscripts of
the Bible transmitted accurately? Why can't people agree on what the Bible means? How do we
interpret the Psalms? How can I use the Bible in daily devotions? Does the Bible teach that God
wants Christians to be healthy and wealthy? 40 Questions about Interpreting the Bible provides
crucial assistance for students ready to engage with biblical scholarship and for teachers eager to
lead Bible studies with confidence.

the big picture story bible: The Bible Study Zach Windahl, 2024-12-31 New Hardcover,
One-Volume Edition Redesigned and updated to help you understand God's Word even better, The
Bible Study is your one-year roadmap through Scripture. * DAILY OR WEEKLY READING PLANS
provide an uncomplicated, manageable way to personalize your study of the Bible and grow as a
Christian. « THOUGHT-PROVOKING QUESTIONS AND SPACE TO WRITE help you discover what
the readings mean and apply what you're learning to your daily life. « OVERVIEWS AND
BACKGROUND INFORMATION for each book of the Bible provide helpful context to the big and
small aspects of Scripture. With colorful imagery and an engaging design to propel you forward, this
easy-to-use study--whether self-led or done with friends--offers a transformative way to connect
deeper with God. Join more than 500,000 others who are learning the Bible like never before!

the big picture story bible: Israel, the Church, and the Middle East Darrelll L. Bock, Mitch
Glaser, 2018-04-24 The relationship between the church and Israel has been the source of
passionate debate among Christians throughout much of church history. In recent years the
traditional pro-Israel stance of evangelicals has come under fire by those who support the
Palestinian cause, calling for a new perspective and more nuanced approach by Christians who
believe that the land of Israel belongs to the Jewish people by virtue of God’s covenants and
promises. Israel, the Church, and the Middle East challenges the supersessionist drift of the modern
church, showing that God retains a plan and purpose for the Jewish people while also addressing a
number of the divisive issues raised by authors critical both of Israel and of those who affirm Israel's
right to the land. The book explores the hermeneutics and wider effects of the conflict, such as the
growing antipathy within the church toward the evangelization of the Jewish people. It provides
readers with an objective and interdisciplinary treatment, which is irenic and respectful in tone. The
book is directed toward pastors, global Christian leaders, theological students, and well-read lay
Christians who are actively seeking guidance and resources regarding the Middle East conflict. The
contributors represent a broad evangelical spectrum.

the big picture story bible: Creating Religious Childhoods in Anglo-World and British Colonial
Contexts, 1800-1950 Hugh Morrison, Mary Clare Martin, 2017-01-20 Drawing on examples from
British world expressions of Christianity, this collection further greater understanding of religion as
a critical element of modern children’s and young people’s history. It builds on emerging scholarship
that challenges the view that religion had a solely negative impact on nineteenth- and
twentieth-century children, or that ‘secularization’ is the only lens to apply to childhood and religion.
Putting forth the argument that religion was an abiding influence among British world children
throughout the nineteenth and most of the twentieth centuries, this volume places ‘religion’ at the
center of analysis and discussion. At the same time, it positions the religious factor within a broader
social and cultural framework. The essays focus on the historical contexts in which religion was
formative for children in various ‘British’ settings denoted as ‘Anglo’ or ‘colonial’ during the
nineteenth and early- to mid-twentieth centuries. These contexts include mission fields, churches,
families, Sunday schools, camps, schools and youth movements. Together they are treated as ‘sites’
in which religion contributed to identity formation, albeit in different ways relating to such factors as
gender, race, disability and denomination. The contributors develop this subject for childhoods that
were experienced largely, but not exclusively, outside the ‘metropole’, in a diversity of geographical
settings. By extending the geographic range, even within the British world, it provides a more
rounded perspective on children’s global engagement with religion.
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