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RELIGION AND AUTHORITY IN RoMAN CARTHAGE: INSIGHTS FROM J. B. RIVES

RELIGION AND AUTHORITY IN ROMAN CARTHAGE J B RIVES OFFERS A FASCINATING WINDOW INTO THE COMPLEX INTERPLAY
BETWEEN FAITH, POLITICAL POWER, AND CULTURAL IDENTITY IN ONE OF ANTIQUITY’S MOST DYNAMIC CITIES. J. B. RIVES, A
RENOWNED SCHOLAR IN ROMAN HISTORY AND RELIGION, DELVES DEEP INTO HOW RELIGIOUS PRACTICES AND INSTITUTIONS IN
RoMAN CARTHAGE WERE NOT ONLY SPIRITUAL PHENOMENA BUT ALSO INSTRUMENTS OF AUTHORITY AND SOCIAL CONTROL.
UNDERSTANDING THIS RELATIONSHIP ILLUMINATES BROADER THEMES OF GOVERNANCE, COLONIAL INTEGRATION, AND IDENTITY
NEGOTIATION IN THE ROMAN EMPIRE.

CoNTEXTUALIZING RoMAN CARTHAGE: A Hue oF RELIGION AND POWER

RomaN CARTHAGE, REBORN FROM THE ASHES OF THE PUNIC \X/ARS, BECAME A VITAL PROVINCIAL CAPITAL IN THE EMPIRE. TS
RELIGIOUS LANDSCAPE WAS DIVERSE, REFLECTING INDIGENOUS PUNIC TRADITIONS ALONGSIDE ROMAN AND OTHER MEDITERRANEAN
INFLUENCES.J. B. RIVES® WORK HIGHLIGHTS HOW RELIGION IN THIS SETTING WAS INSEPARABLE FROM THE EXERCISE OF
AUTHORITY, BOTH BY LOCAL ELITES AND IMPERIAL ADMINISTRATORS.

THe LEGACY OF PUNIC RELIGION AND |TS TRANSFORMATION

Berore ROMAN DOMINATION, CARTHAGE WAS A CENTER OF PUNIC RELIGIOUS LIFE, WITH DEITIES LIKE BAAL HAMMON AND T ANIT
DOMINATING THE SPIRITUAL SPHERE. THESE GODS WERE DEEPLY EMBEDDED IN CARTHAGINIAN IDENTITY, RITUALS, AND POLITICAL
LEGITIMACY. RIVES POINTS OUT THAT EVEN UNDER ROMAN RULE, THE VENERATION OF THESE DEITIES PERSISTED, THOUGH OFTEN
ADAPTED OR SYNCRETIZED WITH ROMAN RELIGIOUS PRACTICES.

THE CONTINUITY OF PUNIC RELIGIOUS TRADITIONS UNDER ROMAN AUTHORITY WASN'T MERELY A PASSIVE CULTURAL
HOLDOVER, IT WAS A STRATEGIC ADAPTATION. LOCAL ELITES USED FAMILIAR RELIGIOUS SYMBOLS AND CEREMONIES TO
MAINTAIN SOCIAL COHESION AND ASSERT THEIR STATUS WITHIN THE NEW IMPERIAL FRAMEWORK. THIS BLENDING OF RELIGIOUS
CUSTOMS DEMONSTRATES HOW FAITH SERVED AS A MEDIUM THROUGH WHICH AUTHORITY WAS NEGOTIATED AND REINFORCED.

RoMAN REeLIGIoUS INSTITUTIONS AND PoLiTicAL CONTROL

ROMAN GOVERNANCE RELIED HEAVILY ON RELIGION TO LEGITIMIZE POWER. IN CARTHAGE, THE INTRODUCTION OF ROMAN CULTS
AND PRIESTHOODS WAS PART OF INTEGRATING THE CITY INTO THE IMPERIAL SYSTEM.J. B. RIVES EMPHASIZES HOW MAGISTRATES
AND OFFICIALS OFTEN HELD RELIGIOUS OFFICES, INTERTWINING CIVIC LEADERSHIP WITH SACRED DUTIES. THIS DUAL ROLE
REINFORCED THE IDEA THAT POLITICAL AUTHORITY WAS DIVINELY SANCTIONED.

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF IMPERIAL CULTS DEDICATED TO EMPERORS AND THEIR DEIFIED ANCESTORS FURTHER SOLIDIFIED ROMAN
DOMINANCE. PARTICIPATION IN THESE RITES WAS NOT ONLY A RELIGIOUS ACT BUT ALSO A PUBLIC DECLARATION OF LOYALTY.
THE CULT OF THE EMPEROR BECAME A TOOL OF CONTROL, LINKING LOCAL COMMUNITIES TO ROME’S CENTRAL POWER AND
FOSTERING A SENSE OF UNITY ACROSS DIVERSE POPULATIONS.

RELIGION AS A SoclAL AND PoLITICAL INSTRUMENT IN RoMAN CARTHAGE

REeLIGION IN RoMAN CARTHAGE WAS MULTIFACETED: IT WAS PERSONAL FAITH, COMMUNITY IDENTITY, AND A MECHANISM OF
POLITICAL INFLUENCE ALL AT ONCE.J. B. RIVES® ANALYSIS REVEALS HOW RELIGIOUS CEREMONIES, TEMPLES, AND PRIESTHOODS
WERE ARENAS WHERE AUTHORITY WAS DISPLAYED AND CONTESTED.



PriesTHoOODS AND CIvIC LEADERSHIP

ONE OF THE KEY WAYS RELIGION INTERSECTED WITH AUTHORITY WAS THROUGH THE ROLE OF PRIESTHOODS. IN CARTHAGE/
PRIESTS OFTEN CAME FROM THE CITY’S ELITE FAMILIES. HOLDING A RELIGIOUS OFFICE CONFERRED PRESTIGE AND ENHANCED ONE’S
POLITICAL STANDING. RIVES NOTES THAT THIS OVERLAP MEANT THAT RELIGIOUS LEADERSHIP COULD TRANSLATE DIRECTLY INTO
POLITICAL POWER.

IVIOIEEOVERI PRIESTHOODS WERE INVOLVED IN ORGANIZING PUBLIC FESTIVALS AND SACRIFICES, EVENTS THAT REINFORCED
COMMUNAL BONDS AND SHOWCASED THE CITY’S LOYALTY TO ROME. THESE ACTIVITIES SERVED TO UNIFY DIVERSE SOCIAL
GROUPS UNDER A SHARED RELIGIOUS-POLITICAL FRAMEWORK, STABILIZING LOCAL GOVERNANCE.

TeMPLES AS CENTERS OF POWER AND IDENTITY

TeMPLES IN ROMAN CARTHAGE WERE MORE THAN PLACES OF WORSHIP;, THEY WERE SYMBOLS OF AUTHORITY AND CULTURAL
IDENTITY. RIVES HIGHLIGHTS THAT TEMPLE CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE OFTEN INVOLVED COOPERATION BETWEEN LOCAL
ELITES AND ROMAN OFFICIALS, REFLECTING THE NEGOTIATED NATURE OF POWER IN THE PROVINCE.

THESE RELIGIOUS STRUCTURES ACTED AS FOCAL POINTS FOR PUBLIC LIFE AND A VISIBLE REMINDER OF THE INTERTWINED NATURE
OF RELIGION AND POLITICS. THE PRESENCE OF ROMAN ARCHITECTURAL STYLES ALONGSIDE TRADITIONAL PUNIC ELEMENTS IN
TEMPLES EXEMPLIFIES THE CITY’S HYBRID IDENTITY AND THE PRACTICAL BLENDING OF AUTHORITY SYSTEMS.

ReLIGious DIVERSITY AND IMPERIAL INTEGRATION

RoMAN CARTHAGE WAS A MELTING POT OF RELIGIOUS TRADITIONS, INCLUDINGJUDAISM, CHRISTIANITY, AND VARIOUS MYSTERY
CULTS, ALONGSIDE RoMAN AND PuNIC BELIEFS.J. B. RIVES EXPLORES HOW THIS RELIGIOUS PLURALITY WAS MANAGED WITHIN
THE IMPERIAL FRAMEW ORK, HIGHLIGHTING THE DELICATE BALANCE BET\WEEN TOLERANCE AND CONTROL.

CHRISTIANITY’s RISE AND ITS IMPACT ON AUTHORITY

By THE LATER ROMAN PERIOD, CHRISTIANITY HAD BEGUN TO RESHAPE THE RELIGIOUS LANDSCAPE OF CARTHAGE. RIVES
DISCUSSES HOW CHRISTIAN COMMUNITIES NEGOTIATED THEIR PLACE WITHIN THE EXISTING RELIGIOUS AND POLITICAL ORDER. AS
CHRISTIANITY GAINED FOLLOWERS, IT CHALLENGED TRADITIONAL PAGAN INSTITUTIONS, LEADING TO NEW DYNAMICS OF
AUTHORITY.

THE CHRISTIAN BISHOPS OF CARTHAGE EMERGED AS INFLUENTIAL FIGURES, SOMETIMES RIVALING IMPERIAL OFFICIALS IN SOCIAL
AND POLITICAL INFLUENCE. THIS SHIFT ILLUSTRATES HOW CHANGING RELIGIOUS CURRENTS COULD REDEFINE AUTHORITY
STRUCTURES IN PROVINCIAL CITIES.

MANAGING REeLIGIoUSs PLURALISM UNDER ROMAN RULE

THE ROMAN ADMINISTRATION GENERALLY ADOPTED A PRAGMATIC APPROACH TO RELIGIOUS DIVERSITY IN CARTHAGE, ALLOWING
VARIOUS CULTS TO COEXIST AS LONG AS THEY DID NOT THREATEN PUBLIC ORDER OR IMPERIAL LOYALTY. RIVES POINTS OUT
THAT THIS FLEXIBILITY HELPED MAINTAIN STABILITY IN A CULTURALLY COMPLEX CITY.

HO\X/EVER, THE STATE ALSO ACTIVELY PROMOTED ROMAN RELIGIOUS PRACTICES TO ASSERT IMPERIAL IDEOLOGY. THIS DUAL
STRATEGY OF ACCOMMODATION AND PROMOTION ENSURED THAT RELIGION REMAINED A KEY TOOL FOR MAINTAINING THE
AUTHORITY OF ROME IN A DIVERSE PROVINCIAL CONTEXT.



LEssoNs FROM J. B. RIVES ON RELIGION AND AUTHORITY IN ROMAN
CARTHAGE

STUDYING RELIGION AND AUTHORITY IN ROMAN CARTHAGE THROUGHJ. B. RIVES® SCHOLARSHIP OFFERS VALUABLE INSIGHTS
INTO HOW RELIGION FUNCTIONED AS A SOCIAL GLUE AND A POLITICAL INSTRUMENT. HIS WORK ENCOURAGES US TO SEE ANCIENT
RELIGIOUS PRACTICES NOT AS ISOLATED RITUALS BUT AS DEEPLY EMBEDDED IN THE POWER STRUCTURES OF THEIR TIME.

FOR HISTORIANS AND ENTHUSIASTS ALIKE, RIVES’ APPROACH DEMONSTRATES THE IMPORTANCE OF CONSIDERING LOCAL
CONTEXTS AND CULTURAL INTERACTIONS WHEN EXAMINING ANCIENT RELIGION. THE CASE OF CARTHAGE REMINDS US THAT
RELIGIOUS AUTHORITY WAS OFTEN A NEGOTIATED, DYNAMIC PROCESS SHAPED BY BOTH INDIGENOUS TRADITIONS AND IMPERIAL
AMBITIONS.

\W/HETHER IT’S UNDERSTANDING THE ROLE OF PRIESTHOODS, THE SIGNIFICANCE OF TEMPLE ARCHITECTURE, OR THE IMPACT OF
EMERGING RELIGIOUS MOVEMENTS LIKE CHRISTIANITY/ RELIGION AND AUTHORITY IN ROMAN CARTHAGE REVEAL A RICH TAPESTRY
OF POWER, IDENTITY, AND BELIEF THAT CONTINUES TO CAPTIVATE SCHOLARS TODAY.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

WHo Is J. B. RIVES IN THE CONTEXT OF ROMAN CARTHAGE STUDIES?

J. B. RIVES IS A SCHOLAR KNOWN FOR HIS RESEARCH ON RELIGION AND AUTHORITY IN ROMAN CARTHAGE, FOCUSING ON HOW
RELIGIOUS PRACTICES INTERSECTED WITH POLITICAL POWER IN THE ANCIENT CITY.

\WHAT IS THE MAIN THEME OF J. B. RIVES’ WORK ON RELIGION AND AUTHORITY IN ROMAN
CARTHAGE?

THE MAIN THEME EXPLORES HOW RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS AND BELIEFS WERE INTERTWINED WITH POLITICAL AUTHORITY AND
SOCIAL CONTROL IN RoMAN CARTHAGE.

How DID RELIGION INFLUENCE POLITICAL AUTHORITY IN ROMAN CARTHAGE ACCORDING
ToJ. B. Rives?

ACCORDING TO RIVES/ RELIGION LEGITIMIZED POLITICAL POWER BY LINKING RULERS TO DIVINE FAVOR AND USING RELIGIOUS
RITUALS TO REINFORCE SOCIAL HIERARCHIES.

\WHAT ROLE DID LOCAL RELIGIOUS PRACTICES PLAY IN ROoMAN CARTHAGE'S POLITICAL
STRUCTURE?

LOCAL RELIGIOUS PRACTICES WERE INTEGRAL, SERVING BOTH AS A REFLECTION OF CARTHAGE'S UNIQUE IDENTITY AND AS A
MEANS FOR ELITES TO ASSERT AUTHORITY AND MAINTAIN ORDER.

Does J. B. RIVES DISCUSS THE IMPACT OF ROMAN IMPERIAL RELIGION ON CARTHAGE?

YES, RIVES EXAMINES HOW ROMAN IMPERIAL CULTS AND RELIGIOUS POLICIES INFLUENCED AND SOMETIMES CONFLICTED WITH
INDIGENOUS CARTHAGINIAN RELIGIOUS TRADITIONS.

WHAT SOURCES DOES J. B. RIVES UTILIZE TO STUDY RELIGION AND AUTHORITY IN
RoMAN CARTHAGE?

RIVES USES A COMBINATION OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVIDENCE, INSCRIPTIONS, ANCIENT TEXTS, AND RELIGIOUS ARTIFACTS TO



ANALYZE THE INTERSECTION OF RELIGION AND POWER.

How DoEs J. B. RIVES INTERPRET THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN RELIGIOUS ELITES AND
POLITICAL LEADERS IN ROMAN CARTHAGE?

HE ARGUES THAT RELIGIOUS ELITES OFTEN COLLABORATED WITH POLITICAL LEADERS, USING RELIGIOUS AUTHORITY TO
SUPPORT POLITICAL LEGITIMACY AND GOVERNANCE.

WHAT SIGNIFICANCE DOES J. B. RIVES ATTRIBUTE TO RELIGIOUS FESTIVALS IN ROMAN
CARTHAGE?

RELIGIOUS FESTIVALS WERE SIGNIFICANT SOCIAL EVENTS THAT REINFORCED COMMUNAL IDENTITY AND ALLOWED POLITICAL
AUTHORITIES TO DISPLAY POWER AND GAIN POPULAR SUPPORT.

How poEs J. B. RIVES ADDRESS THE TRANSFORMATION OF CARTHAGINIAN RELIGION
UNDER ROMAN RULE?

RIVES DISCUSSES THE SYNCRETISM AND ADAPTATION OF CARTHAGINIAN RELIGIOUS PRACTICES AS THEY MERGED WITH ROMAN
TRADITIONS, REFLECTING CHANGES IN POLITICAL AUTHORITY.

\WHAT CONTRIBUTION DOES J. B. RIVES' WORK MAKE TO THE UNDERSTANDING OF
ANCIENT NORTH AFRICAN RELIGIONS?

His WORK PROVIDES VALUABLE INSIGHTS INTO HOW RELIGION FUNCTIONED AS A TOOL OF AUTHORITY AND IDENTITY IN ROMAN
NORTH AFRICA, HIGHLIGHTING THE COMPLEXITY OF CULTURAL AND POLITICAL INTERACTIONS.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

RELIGION AND AUTHORITY IN ROMAN CARTHAGE J B RIVES: AN ANALYTICAL REVIEW

RELIGION AND AUTHORITY IN ROMAN CARTHAGE J B RIVES EXPLORES THE INTRICATE INTERPLAY BETWEEN RELIGIOUS PRACTICES
AND POLITICAL POWER IN ONE OF ANTIQUITY’S MOST COMPLEX URBAN CENTERS.J.B. IQIVES/ AN ESTEEMED SCHOLAR IN ROMAN
HISTORY AND RELIGION, OFFERS A PROFOUND EXAMINATION OF HOW RELIGION WAS NOT MERELY A PRIVATE OR SPIRITUAL
MATTER BUT A SIGNIFICANT INSTRUMENT OF AUTHORITY AND SOCIAL CONTROL IN ROMAN CARTHAGE. THIS ARTICLE AIMS TO
DELVE INTO RIVES’S INSIGHTS, HIGHLIGHTING THE MULTIFACETED RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS AND IMPERIAL
GOVERNANCE, AND THE BROADER IMPLICATIONS FOR UNDERSTANDING ROMAN PROVINCIAL DYNAMICS.

CONTEXTUALIZING RELIGION AND AUTHORITY IN ROMAN CARTHAGE

RoMAN CARTHAGE, ESTABLISHED AFTER THE FALL OF THE PUNIC CITY IN 146 BCE, BECAME A VITAL HUB IN THE ROMAN
EMPIRE’S NORTH AFRICAN TERRITORIES. THE CITY’S RELIGIOUS LANDSCAPE WAS A MELTING POT OF INDIGENOUS PUNIC
TRADITIONS, ROMAN PAGAN PRACTICES, AND EMERGING CHRISTIAN INFLUENCES. RELIGION IN THIS CONTEXT FUNCTIONED AS A
MECHANISM OF LEGITIMACY FOR ROMAN AUTHORITY. J.B. RIVES’S WORK CRITICALLY ASSESSES HOW RELIGIOUS RITUALS,
PRIESTHOODS, AND CULTS WERE WOVEN INTO THE FABRIC OF POLITICAL GOVERNANCE, SERVING BOTH TO CONSOLIDATE POWER
AND TO NEGOTIATE LOCAL IDENTITIES UNDER ROMAN RULE.

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF RELIGION IN ROMAN CARTHAGE CANNOT BE OVERSTATED. IT WAS CLOSELY LINKED TO THE EXERCISE OF
IMPERIAL POWER, WHEREBY PUBLIC CEREMONIES AND RELIGIOUS OFFICES WERE OFTEN CONTROLLED OR INFLUENCED BY RoMAN
OFFICIALS. RIVES’S ANALYSIS REVEALS THAT RELIGIOUS AUTHORITY BECAME AN EXTENSION OF POLITICAL AUTHORITY, SHAPING
CIVIC IDENTITY AND PUBLIC ORDER. THIS DYNAMIC UNDERSCORES THE ROMAN STRATEGY OF UTILIZING RELIGION AS A TOOL FOR
BOTH INTEGRATION AND HEGEMONY IN PROVINCIAL CITIES.



ReLIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS AS INSTRUMENTS OF PoLITiIcAL CONTROL

ONE OF THE CENTRAL THEMES IN RIVES’S STUDY IS HOW RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS IN ROMAN CARTHAGE FUNCTIONED AS
CONDUITS FOR IMPERIAL AUTHORITY. TEMPLES AND CULTS WERE NOT ONLY PLACES OF WORSHIP BUT ALSO CENTERS OF SOCIAL
AND POLITICAL INFLUENCE. THE PRIESTHOODS, OFTEN HELD BY LOCAL ELITES OR RoMAN MAGISTRATES, ACTED AS GATEKEEPERS
OF BOTH SPIRITUAL AND CIVIC LEADERSHIP.

® PRIESTHOOD AND ELITE STATUS: HOLDING A RELIGIOUS OFFICE WAS A SIGNIFICANT MARKER OF ELITE STATUS IN
CARTHAGE. RIVES EMPHASIZES THAT THESE POSITIONS OFTEN FACILITATED COLLABORATION BETWEEN LOCAL
ARISTOCRATS AND ROMAN AUTHORITIES, BLENDING INDIGENOUS RELIGIOUS TRADITIONS WITH ROMAN IMPERIAL
INTERESTS.

¢ REeLIGIOUS FESTIVALS AND PUBLIC ORDER: FESTIVALS AND RITUALS SERVED DUAL PURPOSES; THEY REINFORCED
TRADITIONAL RELIGIOUS BELIEFS WHILE ALSO PROMOTING LOYALTY TO THE ROMAN STATE. THESE EVENTS WERE
CAREFULLY ORCHESTRATED TO DISPLAY THE POWER OF ROMAN GOVERNANCE AND TO FOSTER SOCIAL COHESION.

o |MPERIAL CULT AND POLITICAL LEGITIMACY: THE WORSHIP OF THE EMPEROR AS A DIVINE FIGURE WAS A CRITICAL
ASPECT OF MAINTAINING ROMAN AUTHORITY. RIVES NOTES THAT THE IMPERIAL CULT IN CARTHAGE FUNCTIONED AS A
POLITICAL TOOL, ALIGNING LOCAL RELIGIOUS SENTIMENT WITH IMPERIAL IDEOLOGY.

THROUGH THESE MECHANISMS, RELIGION BECAME DEEPLY EMBEDDED IN THE MECHANISMS OF CONTROL, REINFORCING RoMAN
DOMINANCE WHILE ADAPTING TO LOCAL CULTURAL FRAMEW ORKS.

THE INTERSECTION OF INDIGENOUS TRADITIONS AND ROMAN RELIGIOUS PRACTICES

RIVES’S EXAMINATION ALSO DELVES INTO THE SYNCRETISM THAT DEFINED RELIGIOUS LIFE IN ROMAN CARTHAGE. THE PERSISTENCE
OF PUNIC RELIGIOUS ELEMENTS ALONGSIDE ROMAN PRACTICES ILLUSTRATES A COMPLEX NEGOTIATION OF IDENTITY AND
AUTHORITY.

THE CONTINUED VENERATION OF DEITIES SUCH AS T ANIT AND BAAL COEXISTED WITH THE INTRODUCTION OF ROMAN GODS AND
THE IMPERIAL CULT. THIS DYNAMIC CREATED A LAYERED RELIGIOUS ENVIRONMENT WHERE AUTHORITY WAS CONTESTED AND
SHARED. RIVES ARGUES THAT SUCH SYNCRETISM WAS NOT MERELY A PASSIVE CULTURAL PHENOMENON BUT AN ACTIVE PROCESS
THROUGH WHICH LOCAL ELITES AND ROMAN OFFICIALS SOUGHT TO LEGITIMIZE THEIR RULE.

RELIGION, AUTHORITY, AND SocCIAL HIERARCHIES IN ROMAN CARTHAGE

THE NEXUS OF RELIGION AND AUTHORITY IN ROMAN CARTHAGE ALSO PLAYED A SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN REINFORCING SOCIAL
HIERARCHIES. RELIGIOUS OFFICES AND PARTICIPATION IN CULT ACTIVITIES WERE AVENUES FOR ASSERTING SOCIAL DISTINCTION
AND POLITICAL INFLUENCE.

THe RoLE oF LocAL ELITES IN RELIGIOUS AND PoLITICAL POWER

LocAL ELITES IN CARTHAGE OFTEN OCCUPIED PRIESTHOODS AND PARTICIPATED IN RELIGIOUS CEREMONIES, THEREBY
CONSOLIDATING THEIR SOCIAL AND POLITICAL STATUS. RIVES HIGHLIGHTS HOW THIS DUAL ROLE FACILITATED THE MAINTENANCE
OF ELITE DOMINANCE WITHIN THE CITY, AS RELIGIOUS AUTHORITY TRANSLATED INTO TANGIBLE POLITICAL POWER.

MOREOVER, THE ROMAN ADMINISTRATION LEVERAGED THESE LOCAL ELITES, INTEGRATING THEM INTO THE IMPERIAL SYSTEM
THROUGH RELIGIOUS PATRONAGE. THIS COLLABORATION ENSURED A DEGREE OF STABILITY AND FACILITATED THE ROMANIZATION
ofF CARTHAGINIAN SOCIETY, ALBEIT UNEVENLY.



CHRISTIANITY AND THE SHIFTS IN RELIGIOUS AUTHORITY

WHILE RIVES’S PRIMARY FOCUS IS ON THE TRADITIONAL RELIGIOUS STRUCTURES, HE ALSO ACKNOWLEDGES THE GROWING
INFLUENCE OF CHRISTIANITY IN LATE ROMAN CARTHAGE. THE RISE OF CHRISTIAN COMMUNITIES INTRODUCED NEW DYNAMICS IN
THE RELATIONSHIP BET\WEEN RELIGION AND AUTHORITY.

CHRISTIAN BISHOPS INCREASINGLY CHALLENGED THE ESTABLISHED PAGAN RELIGIOUS ORDER AND, BY EXTENSION, THE POLITICAL
POWER STRUCTURES TIED TO IT. THIS TRANSFORMATION SIGNALED A PROFOUND SHIFT IN THE NATURE OF RELIGIOUS

AUTHORITY, AS CHRISTIAN INSTITUTIONS BEGAN TO ASSUME ROLES PREVIOUSLY HELD BY PAGAN PRIESTHOODS AND IMPERIAL
CULTS.

Key FEATURES AND COMPARATIVE PERSPECTIVES

EXAMINING RELIGION AND AUTHORITY IN ROMAN CARTHAGE THROUGH RIVES’S SCHOLARSHIP REVEALS SEVERAL KEY FEATURES
THAT ILLUMINATE BROADER PATTERNS IN ROMAN PROVINCIAL GOVERNANCE:

1. ReLIGION AS A PoLITICAL TooL: THE USE OF RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS AND RITUALS TO LEGITIMIZE AND EXERCISE
POLITICAL POWER WAS A HALLMARK OF ROMAN IMPERIAL STRATEGY.

2. SYNCRETISM AND CULTURAL NEGOTIATION: THE BLENDING OF INDIGENOUS AND ROMAN RELIGIOUS ELEMENTS FACILITATED
SOCIAL INTEGRATION AND POLITICAL ACCOMMODATION.

3. ELITE COLLABORATION: LOCAL ELITES PLAYED PIVOTAL ROLES IN MAINTAINING BOTH RELIGIOUS AND POLITICAL
AUTHORITY, ACTING AS INTERMEDIARIES BETWEEN THE IMPERIAL CENTER AND PROVINCIAL SOCIETY.

4. ReLIGlous CHANGE AND PoLITICAL TRANSFORMATION: THE RISE OF CHRISTIANITY INTRODUCED NEW FORMS OF
RELIGIOUS AUTHORITY THAT RESHAPED THE POLITICAL LANDSCAPE.

\/HEN COMPARED TO OTHER ROMAN PROVINCES, CARTHAGE’S RELIGIOUS AND POLITICAL INTERPLAY REFLECTS BOTH COMMON
IMPERIAL PATTERNS AND UNIQUE LOCAL ADAPTATIONS. FOR EXAMPLE, SIMILAR PROCESSES OF SYNCRETISM AND ELITE
ENGAGEMENT CAN BE OBSERVED IN ASIA MINOR AND GAUL, YET THE DISTINCT PUNIC HERITAGE OF CARTHAGE ADDS LAYERS OF
COMPLEXITY.

ADVANTAGES AND CHALLENGES OF RELIGIOUS AUTHORITY IN ROMAN CARTHAGE

THE INTERTWINING OF RELIGION AND AUTHORITY BROUGHT SEVERAL ADVANTAGES BUT ALSO POSED CHALLENGES:

¢ Pros:
o ENHANCED SOCIAL COHESION THROUGH SHARED RELIGIOUS PRACTICES.
o PROVIDED LEGITIMACY TO ROMAN RULE, EASING GOVERNANCE IN A CULTURALLY DIVERSE CITY.

o ALLOWED LOCAL ELITES TO MAINTAIN STATUS UNDER ROMAN DOMINATION.

o Cons:

o POTENTIAL FOR RELIGIOUS TENSIONS, ESPECIALLY WITH THE RISE OF CHRISTIANITY.



o RISk OF ALIENATING SEGMENTS OF THE POPULATION RESISTANT TO ROMAN RELIGIOUS IMPOSITIONS.

o COMPLEXITY IN BALANCING INDIGENOUS TRADITIONS WITH IMPERIAL EXPECTATIONS.

THESE FACTORS UNDERSCORE THE DELICATE BALANCE ROMAN ADMINISTRATORS AND LOCAL LEADERS HAD TO MAINTAIN IN
MANAGING RELIGION AS A FACET OF AUTHORITY.

THE SCHOLARLY CONTRIBUTION OF_J.B. RIVES IN EXPLORING RELIGION AND AUTHORITY IN ROMAN CARTHAGE PROVIDES A
NUANCED UNDERSTANDING OF HOW RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS WERE INTEGRAL TO THE POLITICAL AND SOCIAL FABRIC OF THE
CITY. HIS WORK NOT ONLY ENRICHES THE HISTORIOGRAPHY OF ROMAN NORTH AFRICA BUT ALSO OFFERS VALUABLE INSIGHTS
INTO THE BROADER MECHANISMS OF IMPERIAL CONTROL AND CULTURAL INTERACTION IN ANTIQUITY.

Religion And Authority In Roman Carthage J B Rives

religion and authority in roman carthage j b rives: Religion and Authority in Roman
Carthage ]. B. Rives, 1995

religion and authority in roman carthage j b rives: Religion and Authority in the Territory of
Roman Carthage from Augustus to Constantine J. B. Rives, 1990

religion and authority in roman carthage j b rives: Religion and Authority in Roman
Carthage from Augustus to Constantine J. B. Rives, 1995 This book examines the organization of
religion in the Roman empire from Augustus to Constantine. Although there have been illuminating
particular studies of the relationship between religious activity and socio-political authority in the
empire, there has been no large-scale attempt to assess it as a whole. Taking as his focus the
situation in Carthage, the greatest city of the western provinces, J. B. Rives argues that traditional
religion, predicated on the structure of a city-state, could not serve to integrate individuals into an
empire. In upholding traditional religion, the government abandoned the sort of political control of
religious behaviour characteristic of the Roman Republic, and allowed people to determine their own
religious identities. The importance of Christianity was thus that it provided the model for a new
type of religious control suited to the needs of the increasingly homogeneous Roman empire.

religion and authority in roman carthage j b rives: Europe in Late Antiquity Ian Nicholas
Wood, 2025-03-03 In studying the Late Antique period there are different approaches: political
history (fall of the West Roman Empire and its replacement by the Successor States), socio-economic
history (e.g. collapse of an imperial aristocracy or the impact of plague), history of the weaking of
classical culture, and a religious history of the establishment of the Church. None of these aspects
stands alone, and they are all considered in this volume.

religion and authority in roman carthage j b rives: Dynasties Intertwined Matt King,
2022-06-15 Dynasties Intertwined traces the turbulent relationship between the Zirids of Ifriqiya and
the Normans of Sicily during the eleventh and twelfth centuries. In doing so, it reveals the complex
web of economic, political, cultural, and military connections that linked the two dynasties to each
other and to other polities across the medieval Mediterranean. Furthermore, despite the
contemporary interfaith holy wars happening around the Zirids and Normans, their relationship was
never governed by an overarching ideology like jihad or crusade. Instead, both dynasties pursued
policies that they thought would expand their power and wealth, either through collaboration or
conflict. The relationship between the Zirids and Normans ultimately came to a violent end in the
1140s, when a devastating drought crippled Ifrigiya. The Normans seized this opportunity to
conquer lands across the Ifrigiyan coast, bringing an end to the Zirid dynasty and forming the
Norman kingdom of Africa, which persisted until the Almohad conquest of Mahdia in 1160. Previous
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scholarship on medieval North Africa during the reign of the Zirids has depicted the region as one of
instability and political anarchy that rendered local lords powerless in the face of foreign conquest.
Matt King shows that, to the contrary, the Zirids and other local lords in Ifrigiya were integral parts
of the far-reaching political and economic networks across the Mediterranean. Despite the eventual
collapse of the Zirid dynasty at the hands of the Normans, Dynasties Intertwined makes clear that its
emirs were active and consequential Mediterranean players for much of the eleventh and twelfth
centuries, with political agency independent of their Christian neighbors across the Strait of Sicily.

religion and authority in roman carthage j b rives: Why This New Race Denise Buell,
2008-08-28 Denise Kimber Buell radically rethinks the origins of Christian identity, arguing that race
and ethnicity played a central role in early Christian theology. Focusing on texts written before the
legalization of Christianity in 313 C.E., including Greek apologetic treatises, martyr narratives, and
works by Clement of Alexandria, Origen, Justin Martyr, and Tertullian, Buell shows how philosophers
and theologians defined Christians as a distinct group within the Roman world, characterizing
Christianness as something both fixed in its essence and fluid in its acquisition through conversion.
Buell demonstrates how this view allowed Christians to establish boundaries around the meaning of
Christianness and to develop the kind of universalizing claims aimed at uniting all members of the
faith. Her arguments challenge generations of scholars who have refused to acknowledge ethnic
reasoning in early Christian discourses. They also provide crucial insight into the historical legacy of
Christian anti-Semitism and contemporary issues of race.

religion and authority in roman carthage j b rives: After Paul Left Corinth Bruce W.
Winter, 2001 After Paul Left Corinth gathers for the first time all the relevant extant material from
literary, nonliterary, and archaeological sources on what life was like in the first-century Roman
colony of Corinth. Using this evidence, Bruce Winter not only opens a fascinating vista on day-to-day
living in the Graeco-Roman world but, more importantly, helps us understand what happened to the
Christian community after Paul left Corinth. As Winter shows, the origin of many of the problems
Paul dealt with in 1 Corinthians can be traced to culturally determined responses to aspects of life in
Corinth. The significance of the role that culture played in the life of the Corinthian Christians has
either been ignored or underestimated in explaining the reasons for their difficulties after Paul left.
Winter first examines the extent to which Paul communicated alternative ways of behaving while he
was in Corinth. Winter then explores the social changes that occurred in Corinth after Paul left.
Severe grain shortages, the relocation of the Isthmian Games, the introduction of a new federal
imperial cult, the withdrawal of kosher meat from the official market-all of these cultural events had
a substantial impact on the life of the emerging Christian community. Accentuated with photos of
relevant archaeological artifacts, this volume provides a significant new perspective from which to
read Paul's Corinthian correspondence.

religion and authority in roman carthage j b rives: Ancient Urban Planning in the
Mediterranean Samantha L. Martin-McAuliffe, Daniel M. Millette, 2017-12-06 New Directions in
Urban Planning in the Ancient Mediterranean assembles the most up-to-date research on the design
and construction of ancient cities in the wider Mediterranean. In particular, this edited collection
reappraises and sheds light on ’lost’ Classical plans. Whether intentional or not, each ancient plan
has the capacity to embody specific messages linked to such notions as heritage and identity. Over
millennia, cities may be divested of their buildings and monuments, and can experience periods of
dramatic rebuilding, but their plans often have the capacity to endure. As such, this volume focuses
on Greek and Roman grid traces - both literal and figurative. This rich selection of innovative studies
explores the ways that urban plans can assimilate into the collective memory of cities and smaller
settlements. In doing so, it also highlights how collective memory adapts to or is altered by the
introduction of re-aligned plans and newly constructed monuments.

religion and authority in roman carthage j b rives: Jewish War under Trajan and Hadrian ,

religion and authority in roman carthage j b rives: The History of Northern Africa Amy
McKenna Senior Editor, Geography and History, 2011-01-15 Examines the history of northern
Africa, including an overview of each of the countries that comprise that area of the continent.



religion and authority in roman carthage j b rives: Augustus Jonathan Edmondson,
2014-03-24 This book presents a selection of the most important scholarship on Augustus and the
contribution he made to the development of the Roman state in the early imperial period.

religion and authority in roman carthage j b rives: Religion and War from Antiquity to Early
Modernity Irene Polinskaya, Alan James, loannis Papadogiannakis, 2024-11-28 Responding to the
profound challenges of our times, this book provides a comparative and cross-cultural exploration of
the role of religion in war in a long historical perspective, from the second millennium BCE, and
even earlier, up to early modernity. Individual chapters focus on the ancient Near East, the
Mediterranean basin, Europe and North Africa. Widely diverse case studies explore the historic link
between the conduct of war and the growing complexity of human society conditioned by the
ownership of ideological authority. The book explores how in most historical societies this authority
was religious. Written by experts from different disciplinary perspectives, the volume challenges
common assumptions about the historical relationship between religion and war and extends our
understanding of the dangers and complexities of today's world.

religion and authority in roman carthage j b rives: The Original Bishops Alistair C. Stewart,
2014-05-06 A Jesus Creed 2015 Book of the Year This work provides a new starting point for
studying the origins of church offices. Alistair Stewart, a leading authority on early Christianity and
a meticulous scholar, provides essential groundwork for historical and theological discussions.
Stewart refutes a long-held consensus that church offices emerged from collective leadership at the
end of the first century. He argues that governance by elders was unknown in the first centuries and
that bishops emerged at the beginning of the church; however, they were nothing like bishops of a
later period. The church offices as presently known emerged in the late second century. Stewart
debunks widespread assumptions and misunderstandings, offers carefully nuanced readings of the
ancient evidence, and fully interacts with pertinent secondary scholarship.

religion and authority in roman carthage j b rives: The Bishop and the Apostle Edwina
Murphy, 2018-09-24 This study examines how Cyprian of Carthage, the most significant bishop in
the early Latin tradition, appropriates the canonical Paul. Cyprian, like Paul, is a pastoral theologian,
so his pastoral concerns provide a helpful lens through which to study his use of the apostle. These
include divine truth and eternal glory; the church’s unity, ministry and sacraments; discipline and
repentance; and wealth and welfare. Examining Cyprian’s use of Paul in these areas allows us to
move beyond a simple literal/allegorical paradigm to appreciate the wide range of reading strategies
used by Cyprian: model, image, maxim, title, contextual exegesis, direct application, prophetic
fulfilment and qualification. It also provides a different perspective on Paul than the one arrived at
by privileging a handful of texts. This study of Cyprian’s appropriation of Pauline texts therefore
illuminates the interplay between text, context and theology in his exegesis. It also deepens our
understanding of the early North African hermeneutical tradition and the early reception of Paul.

religion and authority in roman carthage j b rives: Serve the Community of the Church
Andrew D. Clarke, 2000 Serve the Community of the Church, the second volume in the First-Century
Christians in the Graeco- Roman World series, explores the nature of organization and leadership
roles in the first-century Christian community, especially as they were variously taught by Paul and
practiced in the earliest congregations. Drawing from ancient source material as well as from the
New Testament, Andrew Clarke describes the theories and practices of organization and leadership
in key areas of first-century Graeco-Roman society -- the city, the colony, voluntary associations,
Jewish synagogues, the family -- and discusses the extent to which these models influenced the first
Christians in defining their own communities. Clarke then turns to the Christian community itself,
discussing how Paul, through correspondence with a number of congregations, laid out important
parameters for leadership that he considered appropriate to the new Christian context. Some of
these parameters, Clarke shows, were defined in express contrast to the patterns of leadership
widely practiced in Graeco-Roman society and occasionally also in the early Christian communities.
Providing a fascinating look at the social and historical background of the New Testament, this
volume is also important for its discussion of a subject that has implications for the organization of



church life in our own time.

religion and authority in roman carthage j b rives: Augustine and the Jews Paula
Fredriksen, 2010-10-12 Now in paperback with a new postscript, this updated edition of Paula
Fredriksen’s critically acclaimed Augustine and the Jews traces the social and intellectual forces that
led to the development of Christian anti-Judaism and shows how and why Augustine challenged this
tradition. Drawing us into the life, times, and thought of Augustine of Hippo (396-430), Fredriksen
focuses on the period of astounding creativity that led to his new understanding of Paul and to his
great classic, The Confessions. She shows how Augustine’s struggle to read the Bible led him to a
new theological vision, one that countered the anti-Judaism not only of his Manichaean opponents
but also of his own church. The Christian Empire, Augustine held, was right to ban paganism and to
coerce heretics. But the source of ancient Jewish scripture and current Jewish practice, he argued,
was the very same as that of the New Testament and of the church—namely, God himself.
Accordingly, he urged, Jews were to be left alone. Conceived as a vividly original way to defend
Christian ideas about Jesus and about the Old Testament, Augustine’s theological innovation
survived the collapse of the Western Roman Empire, and it ultimately served to protect Jewish lives
against the brutality of medieval crusades. Augustine and the Jews sheds new light on the origins of
Christian anti-Semitism and, through Augustine, opens a path toward better understanding between
two of the world’s great religions.

religion and authority in roman carthage j b rives: Studies in Rabbinic Judaism and
Early Christianity Dan Jaffé, 2010-07-01 The question of the origins of Christianity is a theme still
discussed in historical research. This book investigates the relations between the Rabbinic Judaism
and the Primitive Christianity. It studies the factors of influences, the polemics in the texts and
factors of mutual conceptions between two new movements: Rabbinical Judaism and Primitive
Christianity. Finally it offers an analysis of the perception of Christianity in the corpus of talmudic
literature. La question des origines du christianisme est un théme encore débattu par la recherche
historique. Cet ouvrage choisi d'explorer les relations entre le judaisme rabbinique et le
christianisme primitif. Il étudie les facteurs d'influences, les polémiques dont témoignent les textes
et les emprunts réciproques entre les deux mouvements naissant : le judaisme rabbinique et le
christiansime primitif. Il propose également une analyse sur la perception du christianisme a
'oeuvre dans la littérature talmudique.

religion and authority in roman carthage j b rives: The Imperial Cult in the Latin West,
Volume 111, Provincial Cult. Part 4. Bibliography, Indices, Addenda Duncan Fishwick, 2005-09-01
This volume concludes the series with an apparatus. The list of Abbreviated Titles comprises all
Abbreviations used throughout the four Parts while the Bibliography consolidates the books and
articles cited in the four sets of References. The intention of the various Indices is to let the reader
find his way about the text in one way or another whereas the main focus of the Addenda is on
publications that were either earlier missed or, as in most cases, appeared too late to be included at
the appropriate stage of the text. Lastly, the list of errata in the Corrigenda consists mostly of
typographical errors that escaped notice in the original manuscript.

religion and authority in roman carthage j b rives: The Penguin Handbook of Ancient
Religions Various contributors, 2009-08-27 This overview of the religious customs of ancient
cultures boasts an international selection of contributors, all of whom are leading scholars in their
field. The cultural practices of popular as well as formal religion are explored in detail, giving an
impression of all, not only elite societies. Every topic is placed in its own cultural context, while
bearing in mind its relevance to a wider historical and sociological debate. The result is an erudite
and thoroughly readable handbook to ancient religions, from Palaeolithic cave art to the rituals of
Aztec and Inca civilizations.

religion and authority in roman carthage j b rives: From Ancient Rome to Colonial Mexico
David Charles Wright-Carr, Francisco Marco Simdn, 2023-05-01 From Ancient Rome to Colonial
Mexico compares the Christianization of the Roman Empire with the evangelization of Mesoamerica,
offering novel perspectives on the historical processes involved in the spread of Christianity.



Combining concepts of empire and globalization with the notion of religion from a postcolonial
perspective, the book proposes the method of analytical comparison as a point of departure to
conceptualize historical affinities and differences between the ancient Roman Empire and colonial
Mesoamerica. An international team of specialists in classical scholarship and Mesoamerican studies
engage in an interdisciplinary discussion involving ideas from history, anthropology, archaeology,
art history, iconography, and philology. Key themes include the role of religion in processes of
imperial domination; religion’s use as an instrument of resistance or the imposition, appropriation,
incorporation, and adaptation of various elements of religious systems by hegemonic groups and
subaltern peoples; the creative misunderstandings that can arise on the “middle ground”; and
Christianity’s rejection of ritual violence and its use of this rejection as a pretext for inflicting other
kinds of violence against peoples classified as “barbarian,” “pagan,” or “diabolical.” From Ancient
Rome to Colonial Mexico presents a sympathetic vantage point for discussing and attempting to
decipher past processes of social communication in multicultural contexts of present-day realities. It
will be significant for scholars and specialists in the history of religions, ethnohistory, classical
antiquity, and Mesoamerican studies. Publication supported, in part, by Spain’s Ministry of Economy
and Competitiveness. Contributors: Sergio Botta,Maria Celia Fontana Calvo, Martin Devecka,
Gyorgy Németh, Guilhem Olivier, Francisco Marco Simén, Paolo Taviani, Greg Woolf, David Charles
Wright-Carr, Lorenzo Pérez Yarza Translators: Emma Chesterman, Benjamin Adam Jerue, Layla
Wright-Contreras
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