mystery science theater 3000 hosts

**The Evolution and Legacy of Mystery Science Theater 3000 Hosts**

mystery science theater 3000 hosts have become an iconic part of cult television, embodying the
quirky charm and sharp wit that fans of the show adore. From its humble beginnings on local TV to
becoming a beloved classic with a loyal fanbase worldwide, the hosts have played a crucial role in
shaping the identity and enduring appeal of Mystery Science Theater 3000 (MST3K). Whether riffing
on cheesy B-movies or providing hilarious commentary, these characters have left an indelible mark
on pop culture.

The Role of Mystery Science Theater 3000 Hosts

At its core, MST3K is about a unique viewing experience—watching bad movies while a host and
their robot companions provide a running commentary filled with jokes, satire, and affectionate
mockery. The mystery science theater 3000 hosts are more than just commentators; they are the
relatable figures who guide viewers through cinematic disasters with humor and insight.

These hosts serve as a bridge between the audience and the often-ridiculous films, making even the
most forgettable flicks entertaining. They contribute to the show’s format by adding personality, wit,
and a sense of camaraderie that turns bad movies into a delightful shared experience.

What Makes a Great MST3K Host?

A successful MST3K host needs to be quick-witted, charming, and able to balance humor with
empathy for the often poorly made films. They must also connect with the audience, making viewers
feel like part of an inside joke. The chemistry between the host and the robot sidekicks is equally
important, as it helps build the show's unique dynamic.

Some essential qualities include:

- Sharp comedic timing

- Ability to improvise and riff spontaneously

- Relatability and an everyman appeal

- A quirky, memorable personality that stands out

The Original Host: Joel Robinson

The first and perhaps most beloved mystery science theater 3000 host was Joel Robinson, played by
Joel Hodgson, who also created the show. Joel’s character was a janitor trapped aboard the Satellite
of Love by mad scientists forced to watch terrible movies as part of a twisted experiment.

Joel’s affable, laid-back demeanor and genuine passion for the films he mocked made him instantly
likable. His interplay with the robots—Tom Servo, Crow T. Robot, and Gypsy—set the tone for the



show’s humor and camaraderie. Joel’s hosting era laid the foundation for everything MST3K would
become, establishing a warm, self-aware comedic style that balanced clever jabs with genuine
affection for the films.

Joel Hodgson’s Impact on MST3K Culture

As the original host and creator, Joel Hodgson's influence extends beyond his on-screen role. His
vision shaped the show’s unique format of riffing movies in silhouette, and his comedic sensibilities
helped MST3K carve out a niche that blended satire, sci-fi, and pop culture references. Joel’s
contribution ensured the show was as much about community and shared experience as it was about
humor.

Mike Nelson: The Everyman Successor

When Joel Hodgson left the show in 1993, Mike Nelson stepped in as the new mystery science
theater 3000 host and brought his own flavor to the role. Mike’s tenure lasted through much of the
show’s run, and he is often credited with maintaining and expanding MST3K’s popularity during the
heyday of Comedy Central broadcasts.

Mike’s style was more sarcastic and dry compared to Joel’s whimsical charm. He often played the
role of the reluctant participant, which added a new dimension to the host’s character. Mike’s ability
to deliver biting one-liners and his natural chemistry with the robots kept the show fresh and
entertaining.

Mike Nelson’s Legacy

Under Mike’s stewardship, MST3K tackled a broader range of films, including many cult classics and
notoriously awful entries from various genres. His approach to riffing added layers of pop culture
references and meta-humor, appealing to an increasingly savvy audience. Mike’s era also saw the
show’s move to a national platform, significantly raising its profile.

Joel Hodgson’s Return and the New Host: Jonah Heston

After years of fans clamoring for a revival, Joel Hodgson returned to the MST3K universe with the
2017 Netflix revival, but with a twist—the role of host was taken on by Jonah Heston, played by
Jonah Ray. This marked a fresh chapter for the mystery science theater 3000 hosts, blending
nostalgia with modern sensibilities.

Jonah’s character is an adventurous and enthusiastic everyman, a video store employee who ends up
on the Satellite of Love. His hosting style is energetic and self-aware, often playing to a
contemporary audience with sharper pop culture references and a more polished comedic approach.



What Jonah Brings to MST3K

Jonah Ray’s portrayal offers a fresh energy that respects the show’s roots while updating it for new
viewers. His rapport with the robots is playful and dynamic, and the Netflix revival’s higher
production values allow for more elaborate sketches and interactions. Jonah’s hosting has helped
MST3K reach a new generation of fans and maintain its relevance in a crowded entertainment
landscape.

Robot Sidekicks: Essential Partners to the Hosts

No discussion about mystery science theater 3000 hosts would be complete without mentioning their
iconic robot companions. Tom Servo, Crow T. Robot, and Gypsy aren’t just props—they are integral
to the show’s humor and chemistry.

Each robot has a distinct personality that complements the host’s style. Their witty banter, sarcastic
remarks, and occasional heartfelt moments enrich the show's fabric. The interplay between host and
robots creates a unique comedic rhythm that is central to MST3K’s appeal.

How Robots Enhance the Host’s Role

- Provide varied comedic perspectives

- Allow for multi-voiced riffing, keeping the commentary lively

- Build a sense of friendship and team spirit aboard the Satellite of Love
- Offer visual gags and physical comedy through puppetry

This combination of human and robot personalities is a hallmark of MST3K and a significant reason
why mystery science theater 3000 hosts resonate so deeply with their audience.

The Impact of Mystery Science Theater 3000 Hosts on
Pop Culture

The influence of the MST3K hosts extends far beyond the show itself. Their style of riffing and
commentary has inspired countless other shows, podcasts, and internet videos. The hosts have
become symbols of affectionate satire, showing that even the worst movies can be sources of joy and
laughter.

MST3K hosts have also contributed to the rise of “riff culture,” where audiences engage actively
with media through humor and critique. This participatory viewing experience has made MST3K a
pioneer in blending fandom with comedy.



Tips for Aspiring MST3K Hosts or Riffers

If you're inspired by the mystery science theater 3000 hosts and want to try your hand at riffing or
hosting similar content, here are some helpful pointers:

- Watch a wide range of movies to understand different genres and tropes.

- Develop quick improvisational skills to keep commentary flowing naturally.

- Find your unique comedic voice—don’t just imitate the MST3K hosts.

- Build chemistry with any co-hosts or collaborators to create engaging banter.

- Keep jokes clever but accessible, balancing insider references with universal humor.

- Remember to enjoy the process—the best riffing comes from genuine fun and enthusiasm.

Where to Watch Mystery Science Theater 3000 Today

For those wanting to explore the legacy of mystery science theater 3000 hosts firsthand, the show is
available on various streaming platforms. Older episodes featuring Joel and Mike can be found on
services like Pluto TV and some DVD collections, while the Netflix revival starring Jonah Heston
offers a fresh take on the classic format.

Additionally, MST3K’s presence on social media and fan communities keeps the spirit alive, with
many fans sharing riffs, memes, and discussions that celebrate the hosts and their unique brand of
humor.

The mystery science theater 3000 hosts have not only entertained audiences for decades but have
also created a cultural phenomenon that celebrates the joy of communal viewing and the art of
clever comedy. Whether you're a long-time fan or a newcomer, diving into MST3K’s rich history of
hosts is a rewarding journey into the heart of cult TV.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who were the original hosts of Mystery Science Theater 3000?

The original hosts of Mystery Science Theater 3000 were Joel Robinson, played by Joel Hodgson, and
the robot companions Tom Servo and Crow T. Robot.

Who took over as the host after Joel Robinson on MST3K?

Mike Nelson, played by Michael J. Nelson, took over as the host after Joel Robinson left the show.

Who is the current host of Mystery Science Theater 3000 in
the revival series?

The current host of Mystery Science Theater 3000 in the revival series is Jonah Heston, played by
Jonah Ray.



What role do the robot hosts play alongside the human host in
MST3K?

The robot hosts, including Tom Servo, Crow T. Robot, and Gypsy, provide comedic commentary and
banter alongside the human host while watching and riffing on bad movies.

How has the hosting style evolved from Joel Robinson to Jonah
Heston on MST3K?

The hosting style has evolved from Joel's quirky, laid-back, and improvisational humor to Jonah
Heston's more energetic and polished delivery, while maintaining the show's signature riffing and
comedic tone.

Additional Resources

The Evolution and Impact of Mystery Science Theater
3000 Hosts

mystery science theater 3000 hosts have become iconic figures in the realm of cult television,
serving as the witty guides through the often bizarre and campy films featured on the show. Since its
inception in 1988, the series has brought a unique blend of humor, satire, and pop culture
commentary, largely propelled by its rotating cast of hosts. Understanding the distinct personalities
and contributions of each MST3K host offers valuable insight into how the show has maintained its
dedicated fanbase and cultural relevance over multiple decades.

The Role of Hosts in MST3K's Enduring Appeal

Mystery Science Theater 3000’s format hinges on the dynamic interplay between the human host
and robot companions as they riff on low-budget movies. The host acts as the audience surrogate,
navigating the absurd cinematic landscapes with sarcasm and charm. This role requires a delicate
balance: a host must be both relatable and sharp-witted, able to deliver quips that resonate without
overwhelming the featured film.

The hosts also provide continuity across episodes and seasons, anchoring the show’s narrative arc
even as the movies themselves vary wildly in quality and theme. Their unique comedic styles and

personas have influenced how viewers connect with MST3K’s blend of science fiction, comedy, and
critique.

Joel Robinson: The Original Everyman

Joel Hodgson, the creator and original host of Mystery Science Theater 3000, embodied the



quintessential "everyman" character. His portrayal of Joel Robinson, the hapless inventor trapped
aboard the Satellite of Love, established the tone of the show with a gentle, self-effacing humor.
Joel’s laid-back delivery and inventive riffs set the foundation for future hosts, emphasizing
cleverness over crassness.

Joel’s tenure (1988-1993) coincided with the show’s formative years on local Minneapolis television
and early national exposure on Comedy Central. His naturalistic style helped MST3K cultivate a
grassroots following, with fans appreciating his ability to blend genuine curiosity about the movies
with sharp satire. Joel’s background as a prop comic and writer contributed to the show’s unique
voice and inventive skits.

Mike Nelson: The Reluctant Hero

When Joel Hodgson departed the series, Mike Nelson stepped into the host role, marking a shift in
MST3K’s tone and style. Nelson’s tenure (1993-1999) on Comedy Central and later the Sci-Fi
Channel brought a more overtly sarcastic and sometimes sardonic energy. His character was less of
an everyman and more of a straight man, whose reactions to the films often underscored their
absurdity through dry wit.

Mike Nelson’s background as a writer and performer on the show was instrumental in evolving
MST3K’s humor toward sharper satire and pop culture references. His era is noted for expanding
the show’s reach, with episodes featuring more intricate sketches and a slightly darker comedic
edge. Fans often debate the merits of Nelson versus Hodgson, but the consensus remains that
Mike’s contributions helped solidify MST3K’s cult status.

Joel Hodgson’s Return and the Revival Era

In 2017, Joel Hodgson returned to MST3K as part of a successful Kickstarter campaign that revived
the series on Netflix. This new iteration introduced a new host character, Jonah Heston, played by
comedian Jonah Ray, while Joel took on the role of the "Observer," a guiding presence on the
Satellite of Love.

This revival era blends nostalgic elements with modern sensibilities, reflecting changes in comedic
tastes and production values. Jonah Ray’s hosting style is more energetic and self-aware, often
breaking the fourth wall and engaging with contemporary pop culture in ways previous hosts did
not. Joel’s involvement provides continuity and a nod to longtime fans, bridging the show’s classic
and new eras.

Comparative Analysis of MST3K Hosts

While all MST3K hosts share the common goal of entertaining viewers through riffing, their
distinctive approaches have shaped the show’s evolution.

e Humor Style: Joel Hodgson favored a whimsical, light-hearted approach; Mike Nelson leaned



into biting sarcasm; Jonah Ray channels a more meta and fast-paced comedic rhythm.

¢ Audience Connection: Joel’s everyman persona created a warm rapport; Mike’s straight-man
demeanor added contrast to the bots’ antics; Jonah’s modern energy appeals to a younger
demographic while retaining core fan loyalty.

¢ Creative Control: Joel, as creator, infused early episodes with a DIY charm; Mike, a longtime
writer, brought narrative complexity; Jonah participates in a collaborative, crowdfunded
production environment, reflecting changes in media consumption.

These differences highlight how the hosts’ individual talents and personalities have allowed MST3K
to adapt and thrive across different television landscapes and audience expectations.

The Robotic Sidekicks and Host Dynamics

No discussion of mystery science theater 3000 hosts would be complete without acknowledging their
robotic companions—Tom Servo, Crow T. Robot, and Gypsy. The chemistry between the human host
and these puppetry-driven characters is central to the show’s humor and charm.

Each host brings out different facets in the bots’ personalities. Joel’s interactions often felt more
collaborative and improvisational, while Mike’s exchanges were marked by witty banter and
occasional mock frustration. Jonah’s dynamic with the robots incorporates contemporary comedic
timing and pop culture savvy, often engaging in more self-referential humor.

Legacy and Cultural Influence of MST3K Hosts

The mystery science theater 3000 hosts have not only shaped the show’s internal dynamics but have
also influenced broader pop culture and comedy. Their riffing style has inspired internet memes,
podcast formats, and other media that blend critique with humor.

Moreover, MST3K’s hosts have contributed to the democratization of film criticism by making it
accessible and entertaining. Instead of traditional, academic reviews, MST3K presents an inclusive,
humorous approach that invites viewers to laugh at cinematic missteps while still appreciating the
art form.

The show’s hosts also highlight the evolution of comedic television, demonstrating how character-
driven humor can sustain a program focused on a niche concept—riffing on bad movies. Their ability

to keep the content fresh despite repetitive film structures underscores the importance of strong
hosting in serialized entertainment.

Challenges and Criticisms of MST3K Hosts

Despite widespread acclaim, MST3K hosts have faced their share of challenges. Some viewers argue



that certain hosts resonate more than others, leading to divided fan opinions. Joel Hodgson's
departure was seen by some as a loss of the show’s original spirit, while Mike Nelson’s era
sometimes drew criticism for being less warm or approachable.

The revival series, while praised for its modern updates, has also been scrutinized for changing the
show’s tone and pacing. Jonah Ray’s rapid-fire delivery and pop culture references can sometimes
feel alienating to fans who favor the original hosts’ subtler humor.

Nevertheless, these critiques reflect the inherent difficulties in balancing nostalgia with innovation,
a challenge that all MST3K hosts navigate to varying degrees.

Final Reflections on Mystery Science Theater 3000
Hosts

The mystery science theater 3000 hosts stand as central pillars of a show that has remarkably
endured and adapted through decades of changing television landscapes. From Joel Hodgson’s
pioneering vision to Mike Nelson’s sharp satire and Jonah Ray’s contemporary flair, each host has
contributed unique qualities that have shaped MST3K’s identity and sustained its cult following.

Their ability to engage audiences with humor, intelligence, and personality—while guiding viewers
through some of cinema’s most infamous misfires—demonstrates the enduring power of a well-
crafted host in serialized entertainment. As MST3K continues to evolve, its hosts remain the crucial
connective tissue linking past, present, and future audiences to the joy of collective movie riffing.

Mystery Science Theater 3000 Hosts

mystery science theater 3000 hosts: In the Peanut Gallery with Mystery Science Theater
3000 Robert G. Weiner, Shelley E. Barba, 2014-01-10 The award-winning television series Mystery
Science Theater 3000 (1988-1999) has been described as the smartest, funniest show in America,
and forever changed the way we watch movies. The series featured a human host and a pair of
robotic puppets who, while being subjected to some of the worst films ever made, provided ongoing
hilarious and insightful commentary in a style popularly known as riffing. These essays represent the
first full-length scholarly analysis of Mystery Science Theater 3000--MST3K--which blossomed from
humble beginnings as a Minnesota public-access television show into a cultural phenomenon on two
major cable networks. The book includes interviews with series creator Joel Hodgson and cast
members Kevin Murphy and Trace Beaulieu.

mystery science theater 3000 hosts: Mystery Science Theater 3000 Matt Foy, Christopher ]J.
Olson, 2024-08-20 A fun and fascinating deep dive for devoted and loyal MST3K fans (Library
Journal) that reveals the impact and creation of the cult-hit television series Mystery Science
Theater 3000. Few television shows can boast the long-term cult popularity and cultural influence of
Mystery Science Theater 3000—or MST3K to its legions of devoted fans, known collectively as
MSTies. Created by quirky standup comic Joel Hodgson and producer Jim Mallon, Mystery Science
Theater 3000 was a low-budget and altogether unconventional comedy series about a man trapped
in space and forced to watch the worst movies ever made alongside a pair of homemade,
wisecracking robots named Tom Servo and Crow T. Robot. In Mystery Science Theater 3000: A
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Cultural History, Matt Foy and Christopher J. Olson explore the vast cultural influence of the cult
television series, charting how the show’s aesthetics, style of humor, and distribution innovations
heralded shifts in popular culture and media production and criticism. The show also engaged
viewers in the do-it-yourself media subculture of the 1980s that blurred the lines between media
producers and consumers and introduced the art of media “riffing” into popular culture. Beginning
with the humble origins of MST3K, Foy and Olson dig into everything from the show’s journey across
networks to the must-watch episodes. Also discussed are the endeavors of cast members after the
show’s cancellation, including RiffTrax, Cinematic Titanic, and the Mads Are Back, as well as the
show’s second life through a Kickstarter campaign and a Netflix revival. This is an essential guide to
all things MST3K for fans both new and old.

mystery science theater 3000 hosts: Reading Mystery Science Theater 3000 Shelley S. Rees,
2013-05-09 First broadcast in the not too distant past on a television station in Minnesota, Mystery
Science Theater 3000 soon grew out of its humble beginnings and found a new home on cable
television. This simple show about a man and two robots forced to watch bad movies became a cult
classic, and episodes of the series continue to be packaged in DVD collections to this day. Before its
final run, the show received Emmy nominations and a Peabody award for Television excellence, and
in 2007, Time magazine declared MST3K one of “The 100 Best Shows of All-Time.” In Reading
Mystery Science Theater 3000: Critical Approaches, Shelley S. Rees presents a collection of essays
that examines the complex relationship between narrative and audience constructed by this baffling
but beloved television show. Invoking literary theory, cultural criticism, pedagogy, feminist criticism,
humor theory, rhetorical analysis, and film and media studies, these essays affirm the show’s
narrative and rhetorical intricacy. The first section, “Rhetoric and the Empowered Audience,”
addresses MST3K’s function as an exercise in rhetorical resistance. Part Two, “Mystery Science
Theater 3000 and Genre,” analyzes MST3K through distinct generic traditions, including humor
studies, traditional science fiction tropes, and the B-movie. Finally, the third section addresses
postmodern and intertextual readings of the show. By providing an academic treatment of an iconic
television phenomenon, these essays argue that Mystery Science Theater 3000 is worthy of serious
scholarly attention. Though aimed at a discerning readership of academics, this collection will also
appeal to the intellectual nature of the show’s well-educated audience.

mystery science theater 3000 hosts: Mystery Science Theater 3000 Joel Hodgson, Harold
Buchholz, Matt McGinnis, 2019-09-24 The hit Netflix show has come to comics! The riffing hilarity of
the Mystery Science Theater 3000 comes to comics when Kinga Forrester pairs her Kingachrome
Liquid Medium with her latest invention--the Bubbulat-R! Jonah Heston, Crow T. Robot, and Tom
Servo find themselves thrust into the 2-D world of public domain comics, with riffing as their only
defense! From its humble beginnings on a tiny mid-west TV station in 1988, through its years as a
mainstay on The Comedy Channel/Comedy Central and the SciFi Channel all through the '90s, to its
spectacular resurrection on Netflix in 2017, Mystery Science Theater 3000 has had a transformative
effect on television, comedy, and the way old, cheesy movies are viewed. Now creator Joel Hodgson
has set his sights on the comics medium, and the four-color pamphlets will never be the same!

mystery science theater 3000 hosts: The Comic Galaxy of Mystery Science Theater 3000
Chris Morgan, 2015-01-27 One of the most original shows in the history of television, Mystery
Science Theater 3000 is a beloved cult hit built on the back of another cult phenomenon: the bad
movie. The show's premise involved a man and some robots watching cheesy movies and cracking
jokes. Over its 197 episodes, MST3K developed a passionate fan base that took it from a local UHF
show in Hopkins, Minnesota, to a major motion picture. This is the story of MST3K from the
beginning to the end. Twelve of the episodes are covered, giving an in-depth look at the show, its
ethos and its comedic style. The films screened in these episodes are discussed critically, as are the
episodes themselves.

mystery science theater 3000 hosts: The Mystery Science Theater 3000 Amazing
Colossal Episode Guide Trace Beaulieu, 1996 SYNOPSES OF THE MORE THAN 120 EPISODES
OF THE PEABODY AWARD-WINNING TV SHOW.



mystery science theater 3000 hosts: The Rise of Cable Programming in the United States
Megan Mullen, 2003-06-01 In 1971, the Sloan Commission on Cable Communications likened the

ongoing developments in cable television to the first uses of movable type and the invention of the
telephone. Cable’s proponents in the late 1960s and early 1970s hoped it would eventually remedy
all the perceived ills of broadcast television, including lowest-common-denominator programming,
inability to serve the needs of local audiences, and failure to recognize the needs of cultural
minorities. Yet a quarter century after the blue sky era, cable television programming closely
resembled, and indeed depended upon, broadcast television programming. Whatever happened to
the Sloan Commission’s revolution now in sight? In this book, Megan Mullen examines the first
half-century of cable television to understand why cable never achieved its promise as a radically
different means of communication. Using textual analysis and oral, archival, and regulatory history,
she chronicles and analyzes cable programming developments in the United States during three
critical stages of the medium’s history: the early community antenna (CATV) years (1948-1967), the
optimistic blue sky years (1968-1975), and the early satellite years (1976-1995). This history clearly
reveals how cable’s roots as a retransmitter of broadcast signals, the regulatory constraints that
stymied innovation, and the economic success of cable as an outlet for broadcast or broadcast-type
programs all combined to defeat most utopian visions for cable programming.

mystery science theater 3000 hosts: Mystery Science Theater 3000 #2 Harold Buchholz,
Joel Hodgson, Mary Robinson, Matt McGinnis, Seth Robinson, Sharyl Volpe, 2018-10-10 Incepted
into three different public domain comics by Kinga Forrester's Bubbulat-R, the heroes of Mystery
Science Theater 3000 struggle to riff themselves free. While Jonah plays second fiddle to 1940s
heroine Black Cat, and Tom Servo enjoys being a real live boy in Johnny Jason, Teen Reporter,
something strange is happening to Crow in the pages of Horrific . . . *Created for comics by Joel
Hodgson! *The hit Netflix show has come to comics!

mystery science theater 3000 hosts: Mystery Science Theater 3000 #3 Harold Buchholz,
Joel Hodgson, Mary Robinson, Matt McGinnis, Seth Robinson, Sharyl Volpe, 2018-12-12 Mad
scientist Kinga Forrester's plan to dominate all media has succeeded in conquering comics! Jonah,
Tom Servo, and Crow have been forced into public domain comic books and are desperately trying to
riff their way out of them! But has Crow succumbed to four-color fever, or is the strange new
persona he's taken on hold a surprise for Kinga?

mystery science theater 3000 hosts: Mystery Science Theater 3000 #5 Joel Hodgson, Harold
Buchholz, Matt McGinnis, Mary Robinson, Seth Robinson, Sharyl Volpe, 2019-03-20 The riffing
continues as Tom Servo (Teen Reporter) survives a plane crash, Jonah Heston and Black Cat tangle
with gangsters, and Crow T. Robot embraces his '"Crow Keeper" role in the pages of another tale
from Horrific! If you're a fan of the show, you already know how hilarious this is. If you're not yet a
fan, you owe it to yourself to check this out!

mystery science theater 3000 hosts: Mystery Science Theater 3000 #6 Joel Hodgson,
Harold Buchholz, Matt McGinnis, Mary Robinson, Seth Robinson, Sharyl Volpe, 2019-05-29 Mad
scientist Kinga Forrester, determined to become the Queen of All Media, nearly has the world of
comics in her grasp. But she has not reckoned with the nihilistic power of the Crow Keeper! Joel
Hodgson and the MST crew do for comic books what they've done for movies, and the results are
laugh-out-loud funny!

mystery science theater 3000 hosts: Mystery Science Theater 3000 #4 Harold Buchholz, Joel
Hodgson, Mary Robinson, Matt McGinnis, Seth Robinson, Sharyl Volpe, 2019-02-06 From the 1940s
to the 1960s, Jonah, Crow, and Tom Servo are trapped across three decades of public domain
comics! Meanwhile, in the not-to-distant future, mad scientist Kinga Forrester plans to monetize
their plight! Comics may never be the same after this, but at least there will be Totino's Pizza Rolls!

mystery science theater 3000 hosts: Mystery Science Theater 3000 #1 Harold Buchholz, Joel
Hodgson, Mary Robinson, Matt McGinnis, Seth Robinson, Sharyl Volpe, 2018-09-12 MST3K as
you've never seen it before! The riffing hilarity of Mystery Science Theater 3000 comes to comics
when Kinga Forrester pairs her Kingachrome Liquid Medium with her latest invention --the



Bubbulat-R! Jonah Heston, Crow T. Robot, and Tom Servo find themselves thrust into the 2-D world
of public domain comics, with riffing as their only defense! Created for comics by Joel Hodgson! The
hit Netflix show has come to comics! Variant cover by longtime MST3K DVD artist Steve Vance!

mystery science theater 3000 hosts: 99 Episodes That Defined the '90s Chris Morgan,
2024-07-25 How can you define a decade? Through television, of course. The 1990s featured many
memorable TV moments, providing a fascinating picture of the decade. In this book, 99 episodes
across all major television genres are discussed--from police procedurals, hangout sitcoms, and
cartoons to game shows and much more. Some of these episodes became iconic and helped define
the '90s; other episodes reflect events in the world at the time.

mystery science theater 3000 hosts: Cashiers du Cinemart 18 Various Authors, 2014-03-22
Cashiers du Cinemart #18 marks the 20th anniversary issue of the infamous Detroit film zine.
Featuring reviews, interviews, and essays on films from the sublime to the obscure. Regular
contributors Skizz Cyzyk, Rich Osmond, Mike Malloy, and Mike Sullivan are back with looks at
Corrupt, Eye of the Tiger, Earl Owensby, and casting decisions that almost were. Jim Donahue,
Calum Syers, Scott Lefebvre, and Andrew Leavold have returned to give us pieces about Michael
Powell, Ulli Lommel, Anthony Matthews, and Eddie Romero. Joshua Gravel provides another batch of
movie reviews that go beyond the usual thumbs up/down tripe. This issue also features articles by
first-time contributors Jay A. Gertzman, Heather Drain, Greg Goodsell, Marisa Young Mike
Dereniewski, Ryan Sarnowski, Jared Case, Joe Woodyanders Wawrzyniak, and David Bertrand.

mystery science theater 3000 hosts: The Worst We Can Find Dale Sherman, 2023-06-15 Had
you tuned in to the small television station KTMA on Thanksgiving Day, 1988, you would have been
one of the few witnesses to pop culture history being made. On that day, viewers in and around St.
Paul, Minnesota, were treated to a genuine oddity, in which a man and his robots, trapped within a
defiantly DIY sci-fi set, cracked jokes while watching a terrible movie. It was a cockeyed twist on the
local TV programs of the past, in which a host would introduce old, cheaply licensed films. And
though its origins may have been inauspicious, Mystery Science Theater 3000 captured the spirit of
what had been a beloved pastime for generations of wags, wiseacres, and smartalecks, and would
soon go on to inspire countless more. The Worst We Can Find is a comprehensive history of and
guide to MST3K and its various offshoots—including Rifftrax, Cinematic Titanic, and The Mads Are
Back—whose lean crew of writers, performers, and puppeteers have now been making fun of movies
for over thirty years. It investigates how “riffing” of films evolved, recounts the history of these
programs, and considers how a practice guaranteed to annoy real-life fellow moviegoers grew into
such a beloved, long-lasting franchise. As author Dale Sherman explains, creative heckling has been
around forever—but MST3K and its progeny managed to redirect that art into a style that was both
affectionate and cutting, winning the devotion of countless fans and aspiring riffers.

mystery science theater 3000 hosts: American Film History Cynthia Lucia, Roy
Grundmann, Art Simon, 2015-06-25 From the American underground film to the blockbuster
superhero, this authoritative collection of introductory and specialized readings explores the core
issues and developments in American cinematic history during the second half of the
twentieth-century through the present day. Considers essential subjects that have shaped the
American film industry—from the impact of television and CGI to the rise of independent and
underground film; from the impact of the civil rights, feminist and LGBT movements to that of 9/11.
Features a student-friendly structure dividing coverage into the periods 1960-1975, 1976-1990, and
1991 to the present day, each of which opens with an historical overview Brings together a rich and
varied selection of contributions by established film scholars, combining broad historical, social, and
political contexts with detailed analysis of individual films, including Midnight Cowboy, Nashville,
Cat Ballou, Chicago, Back to the Future, Killer of Sheep, Daughters of the Dust, Nothing But a Man,
Ali, Easy Rider, The Conversation, The Texas Chain Saw Massacre, Longtime Companion, The
Matrix, The War Tapes, the Batman films, and selected avant-garde and documentary films, among
many others. Additional online resources, such as sample syllabi, which include suggested readings
and filmographies, for both general and specialized courses, will be available online. May be used



alongside American Film History: Selected Readings, Origins to 1960 to provide an authoritative
study of American cinema from its earliest days through the new millennium

mystery science theater 3000 hosts: Planet Funny Ken Jennings, 2019-07-09 A Kirkus
Reviews Best Book of the Year The witty and exuberant New York Times bestselling author and
record-setting Jeopardy! champion Ken Jennings relays the history of humor in “lively, insightful,
and crawling with goofy factlings,” (Maria Semple, author of Where’d You Go Bernadette)—from fart
jokes on clay Sumerian tablets to the latest Twitter gags and Facebook memes. Where once society’s
most coveted trait might have been strength or intelligence or honor, today, in a clear sign of
evolution sliding off the trails, it is being funny. Yes, funniness. Consider: Super Bowl commercials
don’t try to sell you anymore; they try to make you laugh. Airline safety tutorials—those terrifying
laminated cards about the possibilities of fire, explosion, depressurization, and drowning—have been
replaced by joke-filled videos with multimillion-dollar budgets and dance routines. Thanks to social
media, we now have a whole Twitterverse of amateur comedians riffing around the world at all hours
of the day—and many of them even get popular enough online to go pro and take over TV. In his
“smartly structured, soundly argued, and yes—pretty darn funny” (Booklist, starred review) Planet
Funny, Ken Jennings explores this brave new comedic world and what it means—or doesn’t—to be
funny in it now. Tracing the evolution of humor from the caveman days to the bawdy middle-class
antics of Chaucer to Monty Python’s game-changing silliness to the fast-paced meta-humor of The
Simpsons, Jennings explains how we built our humor-saturated modern age, where lots of us get our
news from comedy shows and a comic figure can even be elected President of the United States
purely on showmanship. “Fascinating, entertaining and—I'm being dead serious here—important”
(A.J. Jacobs, author of The Year of Living Biblically), Planet Funny is a full taxonomy of what
spawned and defines the modern sense of humor.

mystery science theater 3000 hosts: Grindhouse Nostalgia David Church, 2015-01-13 Too
often dismissed as nothing more than 'trash cinema’, exploitation films have become both earnestly
appreciated cult objects and home video items that are more accessible than ever. In this
wide-ranging new study, David Church explores how the history of drive-in theatres and urban grind
houses has descended to the home video formats that keep these lurid movies fondly alive today.
Arguing for the importance of cultural memory in contemporary fan practices, Church focuses on
both the re-release of archival exploitation films on DVD and the recent cycle of retrosploitation
films like Grindhouse, Machete, Viva, The Devils Rejects, and Black Dynamite. At a time when older
ideas of subcultural belonging have become increasingly subject to nostalgia, Grindhouse Nostalgia
presents an indispensable study of exploitation cinemas continuing allure, and is a bold contribution
to our understanding of fandom, taste politics, film distribution, and home video.

mystery science theater 3000 hosts: Podcasting Hacks Jack D. Herrington, 2005 Podcasting
does for Internet audio listeners what TiVo does for television viewers--it puts you in charge of when
you enjoy a program. Podcasting is a web-based broadcast medium that sends audio content (most
commonly in the MP3 format) directly to an iPod or other digital audio player. You subscribe to
audio feeds, receive new files automatically, and listen to them at your convenience. As you can
imagine, podcasting is taking the blogsphere by storm. A podcast is a professional-quality Internet
radio broadcast, and like blogging and HTML before it, this revolutionary new way of publishing to
the Internet has become the new outlet for personal expression. If you've got Internet access and a
copy of Podcasting Hacks, you can find out just how easy it is to listen to and create your own
Internet audio programs. With Podcasting Hacks, Jack Herrington, a software engineer with 20
years of experience developing applications using a diverse set of languages and tools, delivers the
ultimate how-to of podcasting for anyone looking to get the most out of this hot new medium. Since
August 2004 (the month that iPodder.com editor Adam Curry considers the start of podcasting),
audio blogging has exploded. Podcasts cover every conceivable topic, including sex, relationships,
technology, religion, home brewing, recreational drugs, rock 'n roll, food, entertainment, politics,
and much more. There were podcasts from the Democratic National Convention in Fall 2004, and
some programs on Air America and NPR are also podcasts. Podcasting Hacks offers expert tips and



tools for blogging out loud--for transmitting (and receiving) audio content worldwide with ease. This
groundbreaking volume covers both entry-level and advanced topics perfect for aspiring and
experienced podcasters. Herrington shows you how to get started, create quality sound, use the
right software, develop a great show, distribute a podcast, and build an audience. More advanced
topics include audio editing, podcasting on the go, and even videocasting.
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