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Language Used at Gallaudet University: A Unique Linguistic Landscape

language used at gallaudet university holds a special place in the world of education
and communication. Unlike most universities where spoken and written languages
dominate, Gallaudet University’s linguistic environment is distinct, vibrant, and deeply
rooted in Deaf culture. As the premier institution for the education of Deaf and hard-of-
hearing students, understanding the language dynamics at Gallaudet is essential for
appreciating its role in fostering communication, identity, and community.

The Heart of Communication: American Sign
Language (ASL)

When discussing the language used at Gallaudet University, the first and most prominent
language that comes to mind is American Sign Language (ASL). ASL is not just a method
of communication; it’s a fully developed, natural language with its own grammar, syntax,
and cultural nuances.

ASL as the Primary Language

At Gallaudet, ASL serves as the primary language of instruction, social interaction, and
cultural expression. This means that lectures, campus events, and daily communication
primarily occur in ASL, creating an immersive environment for Deaf students and faculty
alike. The university’s commitment to ASL reinforces the language’s legitimacy and
importance, promoting its use both academically and socially.

Why ASL is More Than Just a Sign Language

Many people mistakenly think of sign languages as mere gestures or simplified versions of
spoken languages. However, ASL is a rich language with complex linguistic features. It
includes facial expressions, body language, and spatial grammar, which all combine to
convey meaning effectively. The language used at Gallaudet University reflects this
complexity, with students and professors skilled in nuanced ASL communication.

The Role of English: Bridging Deaf and Hearing
Worlds

While ASL is central to Gallaudet’s community, English also plays a significant role,
especially in written form. English is often used for academic papers, official documents,



and communication with the hearing world.

English Literacy Among Students

Many Deaf students at Gallaudet develop strong English reading and writing skills
alongside their ASL fluency. This bilingual approach equips them to navigate both Deaf
and hearing environments, which is crucial for professional success and broader societal
engagement.

Interpreting and Accessibility

To ensure inclusivity, Gallaudet provides interpreting services for hearing individuals and
those who might not be fluent in ASL. This ensures that everyone, regardless of their
preferred language, can participate fully in university life. The language used at Gallaudet
University, therefore, is not exclusive but rather inclusive, fostering communication across
linguistic boundaries.

Deaf Culture and Language Identity

Language at Gallaudet University is deeply intertwined with Deaf culture and identity.
This relationship goes beyond communication—it’s about belonging, history, and pride.

Language as a Cultural Expression

ASL is a powerful symbol of Deaf identity and community. At Gallaudet, students learn
about Deaf history, arts, and traditions through the lens of ASL, which enriches their
understanding of themselves and their place in the world.

The Importance of Language Affirmation

By prioritizing ASL, Gallaudet affirms the value of Deaf culture and challenges societal
misconceptions that see Deafness as a disability rather than a different way of
experiencing the world. This positive affirmation empowers students and promotes a
strong sense of self.

Educational Approaches to Language Learning at
Gallaudet



The language used at Gallaudet University also reflects innovative educational strategies
tailored for Deaf learners.

Bilingual-Bicultural (Bi-Bi) Education Model

Gallaudet employs a bilingual-bicultural approach, meaning students learn both ASL and
English within a cultural context that honors Deaf traditions and hearing society. This
method supports cognitive development and communication skills in both languages.

Technology and Language Support

Modern technologies, such as video relay services and captioning, complement the
language environment at Gallaudet. These tools enhance communication and provide
additional layers of accessibility, reflecting the university’s commitment to linguistic
inclusion.

Language Diversity Within the Gallaudet
Community

While ASL and English dominate, the language landscape at Gallaudet is also enriched by
the presence of other sign languages and dialects.

International Sign and Varied Sign Language Dialects

Students and faculty from around the world bring their own sign languages and dialects,
contributing to a diverse linguistic tapestry. International Sign and regional ASL
variations coexist, offering unique opportunities for cross-cultural exchange and learning.

Multilingualism and Language Learning Opportunities

Gallaudet encourages exploration of different sign languages and spoken languages,
reflecting the global nature of the Deaf community. Language classes and cultural
programs often include exposure to languages beyond ASL and English, fostering a
broader understanding of linguistic diversity.

Tips for Communicating at Gallaudet University

For newcomers or visitors, understanding the language dynamics at Gallaudet can



enhance the experience and foster meaningful connections.

Learn Basic ASL: Even a few signs can go a long way in showing respect and
engaging with the community.

Be Patient and Open: Communication styles may vary; openness to different
expressions enriches interactions.

Use Visual Cues: Gallaudet’s environment is rich with visual communication, so
gestures, facial expressions, and body language are key.

Respect Deaf Culture: Language and culture are inseparable here; showing
cultural awareness deepens understanding.

Language used at Gallaudet University is more than just a means of communication; it is
the foundation of a vibrant, inclusive community where language and culture thrive hand
in hand. Whether through the expressive grammar of ASL, the written precision of
English, or the diverse sign languages brought by international members, the linguistic
environment at Gallaudet is a testament to the power of language in shaping identity and
connection.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary language used at Gallaudet
University?
The primary language used at Gallaudet University is American Sign Language (ASL).

Does Gallaudet University use English in its academic
programs?
Yes, English is also used at Gallaudet University, especially in written materials and some
spoken communication, but ASL remains the main language of instruction.

Is American Sign Language mandatory for all students
at Gallaudet University?
While not mandatory for all students, proficiency in American Sign Language is strongly
encouraged and often necessary for effective communication within the Gallaudet
community.



How does Gallaudet University support students who are
new to American Sign Language?
Gallaudet University offers ASL courses and immersion programs to help students who are
new to the language become proficient and integrate into the community.

Are there other sign languages used at Gallaudet
University besides ASL?
While ASL is the dominant sign language used at Gallaudet, some students and faculty
may also use other sign languages depending on their backgrounds.

How does the language environment at Gallaudet
University promote Deaf culture?
By using American Sign Language as the primary language and fostering a bilingual
environment with English, Gallaudet University promotes Deaf culture, identity, and
community engagement.

Additional Resources
Language Used at Gallaudet University: A Deep Dive into Deaf Culture and
Communication

language used at gallaudet university forms a fascinating cornerstone of its identity as
the premier institution for higher education of Deaf and hard of hearing individuals in the
United States. Understanding the language environment at Gallaudet requires an
exploration beyond conventional spoken languages and delves into rich visual and gestural
modes of communication, primarily American Sign Language (ASL). This article
investigates the linguistic landscape of Gallaudet University, examining its unique
language policies, the role of ASL, bilingual education approaches, and the broader
cultural implications intertwined with language use on campus.

Overview of Language Use at Gallaudet University

Gallaudet University, established in 1864, stands as a beacon for Deaf education and
culture. The language used at Gallaudet University is predominantly American Sign
Language, recognized as a fully-fledged language with its own grammar, syntax, and
expressive capacities, distinct from English. ASL serves not only as a means of
communication but also as a vital cultural marker for the Deaf community on campus.

While ASL is the primary mode of communication, the university also embraces English,
particularly in written form, to facilitate academic achievement and broader
communication. This bilingual environment reflects Gallaudet’s commitment to fostering
both Deaf cultural identity and academic rigor.



The Primacy of American Sign Language (ASL)

ASL is the heart of communication at Gallaudet University. It is the language used in
classrooms, administrative offices, social settings, and campus events. ASL’s visual-spatial
modality supports effective communication among Deaf students, faculty, and staff,
creating an inclusive environment tailored to their linguistic needs.

The university’s language policy explicitly prioritizes ASL, underscoring its role not only as
a communication tool but as a medium of instruction and cultural transmission. This
emphasis strengthens the Deaf community’s sense of belonging and identity, fostering an
environment where Deaf culture thrives alongside academic pursuits.

Bilingual Education and Language Policy

Gallaudet’s educational philosophy embraces bilingualism, promoting fluency in both ASL
and English. This bilingual approach aims to equip students with the linguistic tools
necessary for academic success and engagement with the hearing world.

The university offers courses designed to develop literacy in English, often through visual
learning strategies that complement ASL proficiency. Simultaneously, students deepen
their command of ASL, enhancing their ability to express complex academic concepts and
participate fully in campus life.

The bilingual model at Gallaudet contrasts with oralist approaches seen in other Deaf
education contexts, which emphasize speech and lip-reading over sign language.
Gallaudet’s commitment to ASL affirms its status as a legitimate language and vital
cultural resource, challenging historical stigmatization of sign languages.

Comparative Linguistic Landscape: ASL vs.
English

While ASL dominates face-to-face interactions, English occupies a significant role in
academic writing, research, and official documentation. This dual-language environment
requires students and faculty to navigate between two very different linguistic systems.

ASL Features: Visual-gestural modality, spatial grammar, facial expressions as
grammar markers, and simultaneous expression of multiple linguistic elements.

English Features: Linear, auditory-vocal modality, reliance on written form in
academic contexts, and a complex orthographic system.

This linguistic duality poses both challenges and opportunities. Students must develop
advanced skills in English literacy to succeed in fields where written communication is



essential, such as research, law, or medicine. Conversely, ASL provides cognitive and
cultural benefits, enhancing conceptual thinking and community cohesion.

Accessibility and Language Support Services

Recognizing the diverse language backgrounds of its students, Gallaudet University offers
robust language support services. These include ASL tutoring, English writing centers,
and interpreter services to facilitate communication in mixed-modality settings.

Interpreter services are crucial for bridging communication between Deaf and hearing
individuals, particularly during lectures involving hearing faculty or guest speakers who
do not use ASL. This ensures equitable access to information and fosters inclusivity.

Moreover, Gallaudet’s commitment to accessibility extends to technological tools such as
captioning, video relay services, and real-time transcription, reflecting its comprehensive
approach to language accommodation.

Language and Deaf Culture at Gallaudet

Language at Gallaudet is inseparable from Deaf culture. ASL is not merely a
communication tool but a vehicle for expressing shared experiences, values, and identity.
The language used at Gallaudet University enriches cultural practices, social norms, and
community rituals unique to Deaf individuals.

The Role of ASL in Cultural Identity

ASL functions as a cultural emblem, linking individuals to the broader Deaf community
locally and internationally. At Gallaudet, this connection is palpable through campus
traditions, storytelling, poetry, and theatrical performances conducted in ASL.

Such cultural expressions reinforce the language’s status and affirm the legitimacy of Deaf
culture within the academic realm. The university’s environment empowers students to
embrace their Deaf identity fully, fostering pride and resilience.

Challenges and Future Directions

Despite the prominence of ASL, the language used at Gallaudet University faces ongoing
challenges. The need to balance bilingualism requires continual adaptation of curricula
and teaching methods. Additionally, the influx of diverse Deaf students, including those
from different sign language backgrounds or with varying degrees of hearing loss,
necessitates flexible communication strategies.

Technological advances and globalization have also influenced language use on campus,



introducing digital communication modes such as video calls and social media, which
impact how ASL is used and transmitted.

Looking forward, Gallaudet remains at the forefront of research and advocacy for sign
language recognition, bilingual education, and Deaf cultural preservation. Its language
policies and practices continue to evolve, reflecting broader societal shifts and the
dynamic nature of language itself.

In essence, the language used at Gallaudet University is a living testament to the
resilience and richness of Deaf culture. It exemplifies how linguistic diversity can be
harnessed to foster inclusion, academic excellence, and cultural pride within a unique
educational institution.

Language Used At Gallaudet University

  language used at gallaudet university: The Oxford Handbook of Deaf Studies,
Language, and Education, Vol. 2 Marc Marschark, Patricia Elizabeth Spencer, 2010-06-28 Oxford
Handbooks offer authoritative and up-to-date reviews of original research in a particular subject
area. Specially commissioned chapters from leading figures in the discipline give critical
examinations of the progress and direction of debates, as well as a foundation for future research.
Oxford Handbooks provide scholars and graduate students with compelling new perspectives upon a
wide range of subjects in the humanities, social sciences, and sciences.The adage Those who do not
learn from history are doomed to repeat it is a powerful one for parents, teachers, and other
professionals involved with or interested in deaf individuals or the Deaf community. Myths grown
from ignorance have long dogged the field, and faulty assumptions and overgeneralizations have
persisted despite contrary evidence. A study of the history of deaf education reveals patterns that
have affected educational policy and legislation for deaf people around the world; these patterns are
related to several themes critical to the chapters of this volume. One such theme is the importance
of parental involvement in raising and educating deaf children. Another relates to how Deaf people
have taken an increasingly greater role in influencing their own futures and places in society. In
published histories, we see the longstanding conflicts through the centuries that pertain to sign
language and spoken communication philosophies, as well as the contributions of the individuals
who advocated alternative strategies for teaching deaf children. More recently, investigators have
recognized the need for a diverse approach to language and language learning. Advances in
technology, cognitive science, linguistics, and the social sciences have alternately led and followed
changes in theory and practice, resulting in a changing landscape for deaf and hard-of-hearing
individuals and those connected to them.This second volume of the The Oxford Handbook of Deaf
Studies, Language, and Education (2003) picks up where that first landmark volume left off,
describing those advances and offering readers the opportunity to understand the current status of
research in the field while recognizing the opportunities and challenges that lie ahead. In Volume 2,
an international group of contributing experts provide state-of-the-art summaries intended for
students, practitioners, and researchers. Not only does it describe where we are, it helps to chart
courses for the future.
  language used at gallaudet university: The Handbook of Linguistic Human Rights Tove
Skutnabb-Kangas, Robert Phillipson, 2022-12-01 A groundbreaking new work that sheds light on
case studies of linguistic human rights around the world, raising much-needed awareness of the
struggles of many peoples and communities The first book of its kind, the Handbook of Linguistic
Human Rights presents a diverse range of theoretically grounded studies of linguistic human rights,
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exemplifying what linguistic justice is and how it might be achieved. Through explorations of ways in
which linguistic human rights are understood in both national and international contexts, this
innovative volume demonstrates how linguistic human rights are supported or violated on all
continents, with a particular focus on the marginalized languages of minorities and Indigenous
peoples, in industrialized countries and the Global South. Organized into five parts, this volume first
presents approaches to linguistic human rights in international and national law, political theory,
sociology, economics, history, education, and critical theory. Subsequent sections address how
international standards are promoted or impeded and cross-cutting issues, including translation and
interpreting, endangered languages and the internet, the impact of global English, language testing,
disaster situations, historical amnesia, and more. This essential reference work: Explores
approaches to linguistic human rights (LHRs) in all key scholarly disciplines Assesses the strengths
and weaknesses of international law Covenants and Declarations that recognize the LHRs of
Indigenous peoples, minorities and other minoritized groups Presents evidence of how LHRs are
being violated on all continents, and evidence of successful struggles for achieving linguistic human
rights and linguistic justice Stresses the importance of the mother tongues of Indigenous peoples
and minorities being the main teaching/learning languages for cultural identity, success in
education, and social integration Includes a selection of short texts that present additional
existential evidence of LHRs Edited by two renowned leaders in the field, the Handbook of Linguistic
Human Rights is an ideal resource for undergraduate and graduate students of language and law,
sociolinguistics, applied linguistics, language policy, language education, indigenous studies,
language rights, human rights, and globalization.
  language used at gallaudet university: The Oxford Handbook of Sociolinguistics Robert
Bayley, Richard Cameron, Ceil Lucas, 2013-02-21 This major new survey of sociolinguistics identifies
gaps in our existing knowledge base and provides directions for future research.
  language used at gallaudet university: Language, Cognition, and the Brain Karen Emmorey,
2001-11-01 Once signed languages are recognized as natural human languages, a world of
exploration opens up. Signed languages provide a powerful tool for investigating the nature of
human language and language processing, the relation between cognition and language, and the
neural organization of language. The value of sign languages lies in their modality. Specifically, for
perception, signed languages depend upon high-level vision and motion processing systems, and for
production, they require the integration of motor systems involving the hands and face. These facts
raise many questions: What impact does this different biological base have for grammatical systems?
For online language processing? For the acquisition of language? How does it affect nonlinguistic
cognitive structures and processing? Are the same neural systems involved? These are some of the
questions that this book aims at addressing. The answers provide insight into what constrains
grammatical form, language processing, linguistic working memory, and hemispheric specialization
for language. The study of signed languages allows researchers to address questions about the
nature of linguistic and cognitive systems that otherwise could not be easily addressed.
  language used at gallaudet university: The Sociolinguistics of the Deaf Community Ceil
Lucas, 2014-05-19 This is a unified collection of the best and most current empirical studies of
socio-linguistic issues in the deaf community, including topics such as studies of sign language
variation, language contact and change, and sign language policy. Established linguistic concerns
with deaf language are reexamined and redefined, and several new issues of general importance to
all sociolinguists are raised and explored. This is a book which interests all sociolinguists as well as
deaf professionals, teachers of the deaf, sign language interpreters, and anyone else dealing on a
day-to-day basis with the everyday language choices that deaf persons must make. This is a unified
collection of the best and most current empirical studies of sociolinguistic issues in the deaf
community, including topics such as: - Studies of Sign Language Variation - Language contact and
Change - Sign Language Policy - Language Attitudes - Sign Language Discourse Analysis
  language used at gallaudet university: The Routledge Handbook of Applied Linguistics
James Simpson, 2011-03-15 The Routledge Handbook of Applied Linguistics serves as an



introduction and reference point to key areas in the field of applied linguistics. The five sections of
the volume encompass a wide range of topics from a variety of perspectives: applied linguistics in
action language learning, language education language, culture and identity perspectives on
language in use descriptions of language for applied linguistics. The forty-seven chapters connect
knowledge about language to decision-making in the real world. The volume as a whole highlights
the role of applied linguistics, which is to make insights drawn from language study relevant to such
decision-making. The chapters are written by specialists from around the world. Each one provides
an overview of the history of the topic, the main current issues and possible future trajectory. Where
appropriate, authors discuss the impact and use of new technology in the area. Suggestions for
further reading are provided with every chapter. The Routledge Handbook of Applied Linguistics is
an essential purchase for postgraduate students of applied linguistics. Editorial board: Ronald
Carter, Guy Cook, Diane Larsen-Freeman and Amy Tsui.
  language used at gallaudet university: The Routledge Handbook of Language and
Superdiversity Angela Creese, Adrian Blackledge, 2018-02-21 The Routledge Handbook of Language
and Superdiversity provides an accessible and authoritative overview of this growing area, the
linguistic analysis of interaction in superdiverse cities. Developed as a descriptive term to account
for the increasingly stratified processes and effects of migration in Western Europe, ‘superdiversity’
has the potential to contribute to an enhanced understanding of mobility, complexity, and change,
with theoretical, practical, global, and methodological reach. With seven sections edited by leading
names, the handbook includes 35 state-of-the art chapters from international authorities. The
handbook adopts a truly interdisciplinary approach, covering: Cultural heritage Sport Law Education
Business and entrepreneurship. The result is a truly comprehensive account of how people live, work
and communicate in superdiverse spaces. This volume is key reading for all those engaged in the
study and research of Language and Superdiversity within Applied Linguistics, Linguistic
Anthropology and related areas.
  language used at gallaudet university: The Routledge Handbook of Sign Language
Translation and Interpreting Christopher Stone, Robert Adam, Ronice Müller de Quadros, Christian
Rathmann, 2022-07-18 This Handbook provides the first comprehensive overview of sign language
translation and interpretation from around the globe and looks ahead to future directions of
research. Divided into eight parts, the book covers foundational skills, the working context of both
the sign language translator and interpreter, their education, the sociological context, work settings,
diverse service users, and a regional review of developments. The chapters are authored by a range
of contributors, both deaf and hearing, from the Global North and South, diverse in ethnicity,
language background, and academic discipline. Topics include the history of the profession, the
provision of translation and interpreting in different domains and to different populations, the
politics of provision, and the state of play of sign language translation and interpreting professions
across the globe. Edited and authored by established and new voices in the field, this is the essential
guide for advanced students and researchers of translation and interpretation studies and sign
language.
  language used at gallaudet university: Culture, Deafness & Music , 2025-05-01 This book
is a timely and thought-provoking book and an important contribution to the expanding
transdisciplinary field of Deaf Studies. Authors, most of whom are Deaf, critically examine aspects of
Deaf culture, reflect on diversity within the Deaf community, and advocate for the recognition of
Deaf people as a linguistic-cultural minority. Grounded in critical pedagogy as its theoretical
framework, the book highlights the persistent oppressive forces faced by Deaf people and also the
challenges to these oppressive forces to promote social justice through acts of resistance and
affirmation, particularly expressed through the arts, including music.
  language used at gallaudet university: Deaf Culture Irene W. Leigh, Jean F. Andrews,
Raychelle L. Harris, Topher González Ávila, 2020-11-12 A contemporary and vibrant Deaf culture is
found within Deaf communities, including Deaf Persons of Color and those who are DeafDisabled
and DeafBlind. Taking a more people-centered view, the second edition of Deaf Culture: Exploring



Deaf Communities in the United States critically examines how Deaf culture fits into education,
psychology, cultural studies, technology, and the arts. With the acknowledgment of signed
languages all over the world as bona fide languages, the perception of Deaf people has evolved into
the recognition and acceptance of a vibrant Deaf culture centered around the use of signed
languages and the communities of Deaf peoples. Written by Deaf and hearing authors with extensive
teaching experience and immersion in Deaf cultures and signed languages, Deaf Culture fills a niche
as an introductory textbook that is more inclusive, accessible, and straightforward for those
beginning their studies of the Deaf-World. New to the Second Edition: *A new co-author, Topher
González Ávila, MA *Two new chapters! Chapter 7 “Deaf Communities Within the Deaf Community”
highlights the complex variations within this community Chapter 10 “Deaf People and the Legal
System: Education, Employment, and Criminal Justice” underscores linguistic and access rights *The
remaining chapters have been significantly updated to reflect current trends and new information,
such as: Advances in technology created by Deaf people that influence and enhance their lives
within various national and international societies Greater emphasis on different perspectives within
Deaf culture Information about legal issues and recent political action by Deaf people New
information on how Deaf people are making breakthroughs in the entertainment industry Addition of
new vignettes, examples, pictures, and perspectives to enhance content interest for readers and
facilitate instructor teaching Introduction of theories explained in a practical and reader-friendly
manner to ensure understanding An updated introduction to potential opportunities for professional
and informal involvement in ASL/Deaf culture with children, youth, and adults Key Features: *Strong
focus on including different communities within Deaf cultures *Thought-provoking questions,
illustrative vignettes, and examples *Theories introduced and explained in a practical and
reader-friendly manner
  language used at gallaudet university: Outside-In � Inside-Out Costantino Maeder, Olga
Fischer, William J. Herlofsky, 2005-02-28 This fourth volume of the Iconicity series is like its
predecessors devoted to the study of iconicity in language and literature in all its forms. Many of the
papers turn the notion of iconicity ‘inside-out’, some suggesting that ‘less-is-more’; others focus on
the cognitive factors ‘inside’ the brain that are important for the iconic phenomena that are
produced in the ‘outside’ world. In addition this volume includes a paper related to iconicity in music
and its interaction with language. Other papers range from the theoretical issues involved in the
evolution of language, to those that offer many ‘inside-out’ claims, such as claiming that nouns are
derived from pronouns, and as such should more properly be called ‘pro-pronouns’. Also, this volume
includes perhaps the first English-language analysis of the iconic aspects of sound symbolism in a
prayer from the Koran. This is a truly interdisciplinary collection that should turn some of the
notions of iconicity in language and literature ‘outside-in’ and ‘inside-out’.
  language used at gallaudet university: The Blackwell Companion to Phonology, 5 Volume Set
Marc van Oostendorp, 2011-04-04 Available online or as a five-volume print set, The Blackwell
Companion to Phonology is a major reference work drawing together 124 new contributions from
leading international scholars in the field. It will be indispensable to students and researchers in the
field for years to come. Key Features: Full explorations of all the most important ideas and key
developments in the field Documents major insights into human language gathered by phonologists
in past decades; highlights interdisciplinary connections, such as the social and computational
sciences; and examines statistical and experimental techniques Offers an overview of theoretical
positions and ongoing debates within phonology at the beginning of the twenty-first century An
extensive reference work based on the best and most recent scholarly research – ideal for advanced
undergraduates through to faculty and researchers Publishing simultaneously in print and online;
visit www.companiontophonology.com for full details Additional features of the online edition (ISBN:
978-1-4443-3526-2): Powerful searching, browsing, and cross-referencing capabilities, including
Open URL linking, with all entries classified by key topic, subject, place, people, and period For
those institutions already subscribing to Blackwell Reference Online, it offers fully integrated and
searchable content with the comprehensive Handbooks in Linguistics series



  language used at gallaudet university: The Routledge Handbook of Multilingualism Marilyn
Martin-Jones, Adrian Blackledge, Angela Creese, 2012-05-31 The Routledge Handbook of
Multilingualism provides a comprehensive survey of the field of multilingualism for a global
readership, and an overview of the research which situates multilingualism in its social, cultural and
political context. The handbook includes an introduction and five sections with thirty two chapters
by leading international contributors. The introduction charts the changing landscape of social and
ethnographic research on multilingualism (theory, methods and research sites) and it foregrounds
key contemporary debates. Chapters are structured around sub-headings such as: early
developments, key issues related to theory and method, new research directions. This handbook
offers an authoritative guide to shifts over time in thinking about multilingualism as well as
providing an overview of the range of contemporary themes, debates and research sites. The
Routledge Handbook of Multilingualism is the ideal resource for postgraduate students of
multilingualism, as well as those studying education and anthropology.
  language used at gallaudet university: Handbook to Service the Deaf and Hard of Hearing
John W. Adams, Pamela Rohring, 2021-10-01 This is a handbook for readers who wish to learn more
about providing services to individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing. It provides basic knowledge
of Deaf Culture and the hard of hearing population, the aesthetics of American Sign Language, and
an awareness of hearing loss and its influence on family and community life. This is a unique book in
that it draws from the experiences of a Deaf (Rohring) and a hearing (Adams) author, providing a
comprehensive perspective. It draws upon research and literature, from professional practice, and
from anecdotal accounts. Handbook to Service the Deaf and Hard of Hearing is an essential resource
for college training programs, hospitals, health care agencies, hearing and speech centers, school
districts, educational agencies, and any one working with or employing deaf or hard of hearing
persons. It features chapters containing research and practical information on understanding the
primary issues affecting the lives of deaf and hard of hearing people. It has unique perspectives from
Deaf, hard of hearing and hearing professionals relative to such topics as language development,
Deaf Culture, medical advances in technology, literature, art and drama in the Deaf Community and
growing up with a hearing loss. Illustrations and artwork presented throughout the book were
created by renown deaf artists. Recommended best practices are offered on how to provide
community accessibility to deaf and hard of hearing individuals. Resource section provides
exhaustive list of books, articles, organizations, and Web sites in the areas of communication, deaf
culture, legal rights, deaf studies and research, educational issues, language, mental health,
technology, and more.
  language used at gallaudet university: Non-Western Educational Traditions Timothy G.
Reagan, 2004-09-22 This text provides a brief yet comprehensive overview of a number of
non-Western approaches to educational thought and practice. Its premise is that understanding the
ways that other people educate their children--as well as what counts for them as education--may
help us think more clearly about some of our own assumptions and values, and to become more open
to alternative viewpoints about important educational matters. The value of this informative,
mind-opening text for preservice and in-service teacher education courses is enhanced by Questions
for Discussion and Reflection and Recommended Further Readings included in each chapter. New in
the Third Edition: *Chapter 2, Conceptualizing Culture: 'I, We, and The Other,' is new to this edition.
It is a response to feedback about the problems inherent in our general discourse about culture, and
in addition provides an example of a culture that is near to us but nevertheless alien-the culture of
the Deaf-World. *Chapter 9-which deals with Islam and traditional Muslim education-has been
substantially revised. *The subtitle of the Third Edition has been changed to Indigenous Approaches
to Educational Thought and Practice, reflecting not so much a change in the emphases found in the
book, but rather, a recognition of the growing scholarly interest in indigenous peoples, their
languages, cultures, and histories. *Various points throughout the text have been expanded and
clarified, and chapters have been updated as needed.
  language used at gallaudet university: Topics in Signed Language Interpreting Terry



Janzen, 2005-01-01 LC number: 2005050067
  language used at gallaudet university: Advances in Sign Language Corpus Linguistics Ella
Wehrmeyer, 2023-04-03 This collected volume showcases cutting-edge research in the rapidly
developing area of sign language corpus linguistics in various sign language contexts across the
globe. Each chapter provides a detailed account of particular national corpora and methodological
considerations in their construction. Part 1 focuses on corpus-based linguistic findings, covering
aspects of morphology, syntax, multilingualism, and regional and diachronic variation. Part 2
explores innovative solutions to challenges in building and annotating sign language corpora,
touching on the construction of comparable sign language corpora, collaboration challenges at the
national level, phonological arrangement of digital lexicons, and (semi-)automatic annotation. This
unique volume documenting the growth in breadth and depth within the discipline of sign language
corpus linguistics is a key resource for researchers, teachers, and postgraduate students in the field
of sign language linguistics, and will also provide valuable insights for other researchers interested
in corpus linguistics, Construction Grammar, and gesture studies.
  language used at gallaudet university: Language Acquisition by Deaf Children Kristina
Coltzau, 2011-11 Seminar paper from the year 2011 in the subject English Language and Literature
Studies - Other, grade: 1,7, Ernst Moritz Arndt University of Greifswald (Anglistik/Amerikanistik),
language: English, abstract: Language is the most important device in means of communication
between human beings all over the world. We use it to ask something, to complain or explain and to
tell what we think about things that come into our mind. But what if everything around you is silent?
If you are deaf. You need to take advantage of one of your other organs, the eyes. Take advantage of
facial expressions and gesticulation performed by others. In this term paper we have a look on
language acquisition by deaf children in comparison with the acquisition by hearing children. First
of all I will give information about deafness in general followed by an introduction to sign language. I
will concentrate on American Sign Language (ASL) because of the small amount of information
available about the other kinds of sign language. Within the comparison we need to differentiate
between children growing up with hearing or deaf parents because of the impact the social
environment has on language acquisition. This is also relevant to state because only 10% of the deaf
children actually have deaf parents. Further I would like to introduce bilingualism in connection with
deafness. In my conclusion I will state why studies on the subject of language acquisition by deaf
children are important to understand language in his whole complexity.
  language used at gallaudet university: A Deaf Take on Non-Equivalence in Written Chinese
Translation Chan Yi Hin, 2023-08-25 A Deaf Take on Non-Equivalence in Written Chinese
Translation examines the issue of lexical non-equivalence between written Chinese and Hong Kong
Sign Language (HKSL) translation, describing its theoretical and practical implications. This
research foregrounds the semiotic resources in the Deaf community of Hong Kong by analyzing
translation strategies exhibited by Deaf Hongkongers when they were invited to translate written
Chinese passages with specialized and culturally specific concepts in a monologic setting. With
discourse analysis as a framework, the major findings of this research were that: (1) a taxonomy of
strategies featured depiction, manual representations of Chinese characters and visual metonymy,
writing and mouthing; (2) employment of multisemiotic and multimodal resources gave intended
viewers access to different facets of meaning; and (3) repeated renditions of the same concepts gave
rise to condensed, abbreviated occasionalisms. Observations from this research serve as a point of
reference for interpreting scholars, practitioners and students as well as policymakers who
formulate interpretation service provision and assessment.
  language used at gallaudet university: Psychology of Language Shelia M. Kennison,
2018-10-18 This accessibly written and pedagogically rich text delivers the most comprehensive
examination of its subject, carefully drawing on the most up-to-date research and covering a breadth
of the central topics including communication, language acquisition, language processing, language
disorders, speech, writing, and development. This book also examines an array of other progressive
areas in the field neglected in similar works such as bilingualism, sign language as well as



comparative communication. Based on her globally-orientated research and academic expertise,
author Shelia Kennison innovatively applies psycholinguistics to real-world examples through
analysing the hetergenous traits of a wide variety of languages. With its engaging
easy-to-understand prose, this text guides students gently and sequentially through an introduction
to the subject. The book is designed for undergraduate and graduate students taking courses in
psycholinguistics.
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