
introduction to european tax law direct
taxation fourth edition
**Introduction to European Tax Law Direct Taxation Fourth Edition: A Comprehensive
Guide**

introduction to european tax law direct taxation fourth edition serves as an
essential resource for anyone keen on understanding the complex and evolving landscape
of tax law within the European Union. This edition has been widely praised for its clarity,
up-to-date analysis, and practical approach to the principles governing direct taxation at
the EU level. Whether you are a student, legal practitioner, or policymaker, this book
provides a thorough grounding in how direct taxes are regulated, harmonized, and
interpreted across Europe.

European tax law, particularly direct taxation, is a fascinating subject because it sits at the
intersection of national sovereignty and supranational regulation. The fourth edition of
this book navigates these tensions expertly, shedding light on key concepts such as non-
discrimination, free movement, and tax base coordination. If you want to grasp the current
state of affairs and future prospects in European tax law, this edition is an indispensable
tool.

Understanding the Scope of Direct Taxation in
European Tax Law

The term direct taxation generally refers to taxes levied directly on individuals or entities,
such as income tax, corporate tax, and wealth tax. In the European context, direct taxation
remains largely within the competence of individual member states. However, the EU’s
fundamental freedoms and principles impose significant constraints and frameworks that
shape national tax systems.

The Role of EU Law in Direct Taxation

One of the most intriguing aspects covered in the fourth edition is the balance between EU
law and member states’ fiscal autonomy. The European Court of Justice (ECJ) has played a
pivotal role in interpreting treaties and ensuring that tax measures do not create
unjustified discrimination or barriers to free movement of workers, capital, and services.

Key legal principles such as the prohibition of discrimination on grounds of nationality and
the protection of cross-border taxpayers are thoroughly examined. The book delves into
landmark cases that have defined the boundaries of acceptable tax practices, providing
readers with a solid legal framework to understand how EU law influences direct taxation.



Tax Harmonization vs. National Sovereignty

A recurring theme in the book is the tension between harmonizing tax rules across Europe
and preserving member states’ rights to design their tax systems. While the EU has made
strides in harmonizing indirect taxes like VAT, direct taxation remains a sensitive area
with limited EU-level harmonization.

The fourth edition discusses ongoing efforts and proposals aimed at achieving greater
coordination, such as the Common Consolidated Corporate Tax Base (CCCTB).
Understanding these initiatives offers readers insight into the future direction of European
tax policy and the potential impact on businesses and taxpayers.

What’s New in the Fourth Edition of Introduction
to European Tax Law Direct Taxation?

Each new edition of a legal textbook reflects the latest legal developments, case law, and
policy debates. The fourth edition is no exception and brings several significant updates
that enhance its relevance and authority.

Inclusion of Recent ECJ Case Law

The ECJ continues to shape European tax law with its rulings, and the fourth edition
incorporates the most recent judgments that have clarified or expanded principles related
to direct taxation. These cases help elucidate complex issues like tax residency,
discrimination, and the limits of anti-abuse measures.

Expanded Coverage of Anti-Tax Avoidance Measures

With growing concerns about tax evasion and aggressive tax planning, the EU has
introduced multiple directives aimed at combating tax avoidance. The fourth edition
provides a detailed analysis of these measures, including the Anti-Tax Avoidance Directive
(ATAD), and their implications for member states and taxpayers alike.

Practical Examples and Policy Insights

One of the strengths of this edition is its practical approach. Readers will find real-world
examples, policy discussions, and comparative analyses that make complex legal
principles accessible. This approach not only aids comprehension but also equips readers
to apply their knowledge in practice.



Why Study European Tax Law and Direct
Taxation?

In today’s globalized economy, understanding European tax law is increasingly important.
Cross-border transactions, digital business models, and international investments all raise
challenging tax questions that require a nuanced understanding of EU rules.

Relevance for Legal and Tax Professionals

For lawyers, accountants, and tax advisors working in or with European markets,
knowledge of EU direct taxation principles is crucial. The fourth edition of introduction to
european tax law direct taxation provides them with a solid foundation to advise clients,
navigate regulatory requirements, and anticipate changes in the legal landscape.

Academic and Research Importance

Students and scholars benefit from the book’s comprehensive and clear exposition of
complex topics. It serves as a valuable textbook for courses on European tax law,
international taxation, and EU law, as well as a reference work for research and thesis
writing.

Key Concepts Explored in the Book

To give you a better sense of the content, here are some of the fundamental concepts and
themes that the fourth edition addresses in detail:

Taxation and the Four Freedoms: How free movement of persons, capital, goods,
and services impact national tax systems.

Non-Discrimination Rules: Legal safeguards against tax discrimination based on
nationality or residence.

Tax Residence and Source Principles: Criteria for determining taxing rights
between member states.

Anti-Abuse and Anti-Avoidance: Measures to prevent tax evasion and ensure fair
tax competition.

Coordination of Corporate Taxation: Initiatives like the CCCTB aimed at
simplifying and harmonizing corporate tax bases.

Judicial Interpretation: The role of the European Court of Justice in shaping tax



law through landmark rulings.

Tips for Navigating European Tax Law Using This
Edition

If you’re diving into this book for study or professional purposes, here are a few strategies
to get the most out of it:

Start with the fundamentals: Focus on understanding the EU treaties and basic1.
principles before tackling complex case law.

Follow recent developments: Tax law evolves rapidly, so supplement your reading2.
with current news and ECJ rulings.

Use the examples: Practical scenarios help translate abstract rules into real-world3.
applications.

Compare national systems: The book’s comparative approach highlights4.
differences and commonalities among member states.

Engage with policy debates: Understanding the political context enriches your5.
grasp of why certain rules exist or are proposed.

The introduction to european tax law direct taxation fourth edition stands out not only for
its thoroughness but also for its readability and engagement. It bridges the gap between
dense legal jargon and accessible explanation, making it a go-to guide for anyone eager to
explore the dynamic field of European tax law.

As the EU continues to develop its tax policies amidst economic and political challenges,
resources like this fourth edition will remain invaluable. Whether preparing for exams,
advising clients, or simply seeking to understand how direct taxation works in Europe, this
book offers a clear path through the complexities of the subject.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary focus of the 'Introduction to
European Tax Law Direct Taxation Fourth Edition'?
The book primarily focuses on the principles, rules, and applications of direct taxation
within the European Union, providing a comprehensive overview of EU tax law as it
pertains to income and corporate taxes.



Who is the intended audience for the 'Introduction to
European Tax Law Direct Taxation Fourth Edition'?
The book is intended for law students, tax professionals, academics, and practitioners who
seek an in-depth understanding of European direct taxation and related EU legal
frameworks.

What are some key updates included in the fourth
edition of the book?
The fourth edition includes the latest developments in EU tax law, recent case law from
the European Court of Justice, updates on anti-tax avoidance measures, and changes in EU
directives related to direct taxation.

How does the book explain the relationship between EU
law and national tax laws?
The book explains that EU law sets certain principles and rules that member states must
follow, particularly regarding the free movement of capital, persons, and services, while
national tax laws implement these principles within their own legal systems.

Does the fourth edition cover the impact of recent EU
tax rulings on direct taxation?
Yes, it covers significant recent rulings by the European Court of Justice that affect direct
taxation, including landmark cases that influence tax sovereignty and anti-discrimination
principles within the EU.

What role do EU directives play in direct taxation
according to the book?
EU directives harmonize certain aspects of direct taxation among member states, such as
parent-subsidiary directives and interest and royalties directives, aiming to prevent double
taxation and tax evasion, which the book discusses in detail.

Is there coverage of anti-tax avoidance measures in the
fourth edition?
Yes, the book discusses various EU initiatives and directives aimed at combating tax
avoidance and ensuring fair taxation, including the Anti-Tax Avoidance Directive (ATAD)
and related compliance requirements.

How accessible is the book for readers new to European
tax law?
The book is designed to be accessible, providing clear explanations of complex legal



concepts, supported by examples and case studies, making it suitable for both beginners
and experienced readers.

Does the 'Introduction to European Tax Law Direct
Taxation Fourth Edition' include comparative analysis
between member states?
While primarily focused on EU-wide principles and laws, the book includes comparative
insights into how different member states implement and interpret EU direct taxation
rules, highlighting variations and commonalities.

Additional Resources
Introduction to European Tax Law Direct Taxation Fourth Edition: A Comprehensive
Review

introduction to european tax law direct taxation fourth edition serves as a pivotal
resource for legal practitioners, tax professionals, and scholars navigating the complex
terrain of European direct taxation. As fiscal policies and regulatory frameworks within
the European Union (EU) evolve, this edition offers a timely and detailed exploration of
direct tax law, reflecting the latest legislative changes, case law developments, and
interpretative challenges. The fourth edition stands out by integrating contemporary
issues such as digital economy taxation, anti-tax avoidance measures, and the ongoing
harmonization efforts across member states.

In-depth Analysis of the Fourth Edition

The fourth edition of Introduction to European Tax Law Direct Taxation provides an
authoritative and nuanced examination of EU direct taxation principles, including
corporate and personal income taxes. It builds on the foundations laid in previous editions
while addressing emerging complexities arising from globalization and technological
advancements. The book’s structure is meticulously designed to guide readers through the
intricate interplay between national tax systems and EU directives, emphasizing both
harmonization and the preservation of member states’ fiscal sovereignty.

One of the key strengths of this edition lies in its balanced treatment of legal theory and
practical application. The text delves into landmark judgments from the Court of Justice of
the European Union (CJEU), which have profoundly shaped the contours of direct taxation
within the internal market. Notably, it examines rulings related to discrimination, freedom
of establishment, and the fundamental freedoms underpinning EU law, thereby offering
readers critical insights into how direct tax rules align with broader EU objectives.

Coverage of Fundamental Concepts and Legislative



Framework

The book thoroughly explores the core concepts of direct taxation in the EU context,
including tax residency, taxable presence, and the allocation of taxing rights among
member states. It scrutinizes the application of crucial directives, such as the Parent-
Subsidiary Directive and the Interest and Royalties Directive, which aim to eliminate
double taxation and prevent fiscal obstacles to cross-border economic activities.

Moreover, the fourth edition integrates discussions on the OECD’s Base Erosion and Profit
Shifting (BEPS) initiatives and their influence on EU tax policy. This inclusion is
particularly relevant given the increasing global emphasis on combating tax avoidance and
ensuring transparency. By analyzing how BEPS actions intersect with EU directives and
case law, the book equips readers with a comprehensive understanding of contemporary
tax avoidance challenges.

Comparative Perspectives and Jurisprudential Insights

A distinguishing feature of the fourth edition is its comparative approach, evaluating how
different member states implement EU rules on direct taxation. This comparative lens
highlights disparities in tax base definitions, rates, and compliance mechanisms,
underscoring the persistent challenges in achieving full tax harmonization within the EU.

The text also offers an in-depth review of significant CJEU cases, such as *Cadbury
Schweppes*, *Lankhorst-Hohorst*, and *Marks & Spencer*, which address issues ranging
from anti-avoidance rules to the cross-border loss relief. These analyses not only clarify
legal principles but also demonstrate the dynamic nature of EU tax law, where judicial
interpretation continues to fill legislative gaps.

Key Features and Updates in the Fourth Edition

The latest edition introduces several important updates that reflect the shifting landscape
of EU direct taxation:

Digital Economy Taxation: Addressing the challenges posed by digital business
models, the book evaluates proposals for digital services taxes and the EU’s stance
on the OECD’s Pillar One and Pillar Two frameworks.

Anti-Tax Avoidance Directive (ATAD): The text discusses the implementation and
implications of ATAD, which sets minimum standards for combating tax avoidance
across member states.

Enhanced Focus on Fundamental Freedoms: Greater emphasis is placed on how
EU freedoms affect direct taxation, particularly in light of recent CJEU rulings that
reinforce taxpayer rights against discriminatory tax practices.



Practical Examples and Case Studies: The inclusion of real-world scenarios
enriches the reader’s ability to apply theoretical knowledge to practical challenges
faced by multinational corporations and tax authorities.

These features contribute to making the fourth edition not only a scholarly resource but
also a practical guide for those involved in tax planning, compliance, and litigation within
the EU.

Pros and Cons of the Fourth Edition

From a critical standpoint, the fourth edition excels in providing exhaustive coverage and
up-to-date content, making it indispensable for professionals requiring a deep
understanding of European direct taxation. Its clear exposition and logical organization
facilitate accessibility, even for readers who may not have extensive prior knowledge.

However, the complexity inherent in EU tax law means that some sections, particularly
those involving intricate legal reasoning and cross-jurisdictional analyses, may challenge
readers without a legal background. Additionally, while the book addresses legislative and
judicial developments comprehensively, the rapidly evolving nature of digital taxation
implies that some content may require frequent updates to remain current.

Relevance for Tax Professionals and Academics

The introduction to european tax law direct taxation fourth edition proves invaluable for a
diverse audience. Tax advisors benefit from its detailed discussions on compliance and
planning strategies within the EU framework. Legal practitioners gain insights into recent
jurisprudence and its implications for client representation. Academics and students find
the text’s analytical depth and clarity conducive to research and study, particularly in
understanding the balance between EU integration and national sovereignty in tax
matters.

Moreover, policymakers and EU officials can leverage the book’s comprehensive
treatment of harmonization efforts and anti-avoidance mechanisms to inform future
reforms.

Integration with Broader EU Tax Policy Debates

This edition positions direct taxation within the wider context of EU tax policy,
acknowledging the ongoing debates around tax competition, fairness, and economic
integration. It critically assesses the tension between member states’ desire to maintain
competitive tax regimes and the EU’s objective to foster a cohesive internal market free
from fiscal distortions.



By contextualizing direct taxation alongside indirect taxes and international initiatives, the
book encourages readers to appreciate the multifaceted nature of tax law and the
challenges in crafting policies that balance efficiency, equity, and sovereignty.

The introduction to european tax law direct taxation fourth edition stands as a
comprehensive and insightful resource that captures the evolving complexities of direct
taxation in the European Union. Its meticulous analysis, updated content, and practical
orientation make it a cornerstone text for understanding the intricacies of tax law amid a
rapidly changing fiscal landscape.

Introduction To European Tax Law Direct Taxation Fourth
Edition

  introduction to european tax law direct taxation fourth edition: Introduction to
European Tax Law on Direct Taxation Michael Lang, Pasquale Pistone, Josef Schuch, Claus
Staringer, 2018 The sources of EU law relevant for direct taxation / Łukasz Adamczyk, Alicja
Majdańska --Coordination of tax laws and tax policies in the EU / Pasquale Pistone, Rita Szudoczky
--The relevance of the fundamental freedoms for direct taxation / Ivan Lazarov --The state aid
provisions of the TFEU in tax matters / Alexandra Miladinovic --The parent-subsidiary directive /
Mario Tenore --The merger directive / Matthias Hofstätter, Daniela Hohenwarter-Mayr --The interest
and royalties directive / Dimitar Hristov --The anti-tax avoidance directive / Sriram Govind,
Stephanie Zolles --Mutual assistance in direct tax matters / Michael Schilcher, Karoline Spies,
Sabine Zirngast --The EU Arbitration Convention and Directive / Jean-Philippe Van West, Christiane
Zöhrer --Table of CJEU case law --Table of equivalences.
  introduction to european tax law direct taxation fourth edition: Introduction to European
Tax Law on Direct Taxation Michael Lang, Pasquale Pistone, Josef Schuch, Claus Staringer,
Alexander Rust, Georg Kofler, Karoline Spies, 2024-12-19 This concise handbook has become a
traditional instrument for gaining basic knowledge of European tax law with emphasis on direct
taxes. It is directed at students, experienced international tax specialists with little knowledge of
European law, European law specialists and non-Europeans who deal with Europe for business or
academic reasons and need to understand the foundations of European tax law. Moreover, this book
can be useful to academics without a legal background in approaching technical issues raised by
European Union tax law, as well as give inspiration to the most experienced European direct tax law
experts. The eighth edition adds new updates on the most essential changes and new case law of the
CJEU in the field of European direct taxation. Furthermore, due to its particular importance, the EU
Global Minimum Tax Directive is now covered in a separate chapter.
  introduction to european tax law direct taxation fourth edition: EU Citizenship and
Direct Taxation Erik Ros, 2016-04-24 Freedom of movement is a key principle of the European
Union (EU) resulting in the right of every EU citizen to move and reside freely within the EU. Many
EU citizens work in other Member States than their Member State of origin. Direct taxes are not as
such covered in the treaties and therefore have much smaller bases for harmonization at EU level
than indirect taxes. As a result, decisions of European Court of Justice (ECJ) on the clash between
the EU principle of free movement and Member States’ direct tax rules have a significant effect on
national direct tax systems. This book focuses on the relation between free movement rights of EU
citizens and the legal autonomy of Member States in the area of direct taxation and will immediately
engage tax practitioners and scholars. The author asks (and answers) the question: Has the
willingness at EU level to make EU citizenship a key driver behind the integration process come at
the expense of national direct tax autonomy? The book’s incomparably thorough analysis of the
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distinctive evolution, mainly via ECJ case law, of the relation between the EU principle of free
movement of persons and Member States’ direct tax rules includes in-depth discussion of the
following elements and more: – the concept of EU citizenship in the EU’s constitutional and
institutional development; – how the ECJ has interpreted the concept of free movement with regard
to economically inactive persons; – how the notion of EU citizenship has widened the ECJ’s view on
treaty access; – how the ECJ has addressed the clash between free movement of persons and direct
taxation in the EU’s constitutional context; and – numerous tax policy initiatives with regard to EU
citizens before and after the Treaty of Lisbon This is the first book to investigate in such detail how
the ECJ has tried to reconcile specific national direct tax rules with the general EU principle of free
movement of persons from the perspective of EU citizenship. This book explains that the ECJ is in
the process of reconceptualizing the market freedoms relating to the free movement of persons, also
in the area of direct taxation, as part of a broader EU citizenship right for all economically active EU
citizens to pursue an economic activity in a cross-border context; a right beyond the aim of
realization of the internal market. As an extremely important analysis of the influence of EU law on
the direct tax autonomy of Member States, this book is sure to be itself of great influence in the
practice and study of taxation in the EU.
  introduction to european tax law direct taxation fourth edition: Double (Non-)Taxation
and EU Law Christoph Marchgraber, 2016-04-24 Everywhere,new tax rules are under development
to engage with the ever-increasing complexity and sophistication of aggressive tax planning and to
reverse the tax base erosion it leads to. The most prominent initiative in this context is the Base
Erosion and Profit Shifting (BEPS) project of the OECD. Although double non-taxation is among the
main issues the BEPS project intends to address, this book shows that this phenomenon has not yet
been fully understood. Focusing on the fundamental freedoms and the State aid rules of the EU, this
book thoroughly explains the nature of double non-taxation from an EU law perspective, its relation
to double taxation, and the impact of EU law on these phenomena. Among the issues dealt with in
the course of the analysis are the following: – locating the gaps and inconsistencies among domestic
tax systems exploited by taxpayers; – hybrid mismatch arrangements as a prime example of double
non-taxation; – political efforts undertaken within the EU in order to address double taxation and
double non-taxation; – double non-taxation in the European VAT system; – the convergence of the
fundamental freedoms and the State aid rules; – the ECJ’s dilemma with regard to juridical double
taxation; – the deviating approach with regard to economic double taxation; – the potential impact of
the ECJ’s case law on the EU law compatibility of double non-taxation. The tax jurisprudence of the
ECJ is referred to and comprehensively analysed throughout this whole book. A final chapter
provides an outlook on possible developments in the future. By providing the first in-depth analysis
of EU law’s impact on double non-taxation – and the double taxation relief standards with which it is
intimately related – this book takes a giant step towards greater legal certainty in this challenging
area of tax law. It will quickly take its place as a major practical analysis which benefits tax
authorities, scholars, and tax practitioners across Europe and even beyond.
  introduction to european tax law direct taxation fourth edition: Taxing Robots Xavier
Oberson, 2019 The increasing use of artificial intelligence within the workplace is likely to cause
significant disruption to the labour market and in turn, to the economy, due to a reduction in the
number of taxable workers. In this innovative book, Xavier Oberson proposes taxing robots as a
possible solution to the anticipated problem of declining tax revenues.
  introduction to european tax law direct taxation fourth edition: Value Added Tax and
Direct Taxation Michael Lang, Peter Melz, Eleonor Kristoffersson, Thomas Ecker, 2009 This book
provides a comprehensive in-depth analysis of the similarities and differences between consumption
taxes and direct taxes. Fifty contributions are included, written by academics, practitioners and
representatives from several international tax administrations and institutions.
  introduction to european tax law direct taxation fourth edition: Introduction to
European Tax Law: Direct Taxation Karoline Spies, 2023-01-02 This handbook is a concise guide
for all those who aim at obtaining a basic knowledge of European tax law. Designed for students, it



should also be useful for experienced international tax specialists with little knowledge of European
law, European law specialists who are reluctant to approach the technicalities of direct taxation and
non-Europeans who deal with Europe for business or academic reasons and need to understand the
foundations of European tax law. This book should also help academics without a legal background
to approach the technical issues raised by European Union tax law. This edition contains selected
relevant information available as of 30 June 2022. It retains all of the features and tools contained in
the previous editions (including the final charts, which our readers very much appreciate). In this
edition we have also included a list of relevant documents and a selection of reference textbooks on
European tax law in five languages, which we found of potential interest to our readers.
  introduction to european tax law direct taxation fourth edition: Introduction to European
Tax Law on Direct Taxation Michael Lang, Pasquale Pistone, Josef Schuch, Claus Staringer,
Alexander Rust, Georg Kofler, Karoline Spies, 2022
  introduction to european tax law direct taxation fourth edition: Introduction to European
Tax Law on Direct Taxation Lukasz Adamczyk, Valentin Bendlinger, Kristof Boel, Matthias
Hofstätter, Daniela Hohenwarter-Mayr, Dimitar Hristov, Ivan Lazarov, Alicja Majdanska, Alexandra
Miladinovic, Pasquale Pistone, Severin Schragl, Karoline Spies, Rita Szudoczky, Mario Tenore,
Jean-Philippe Van West, Franz Wallig, Viktoria Wöhrer, Stephanie Zolles, 2024-09-26 Basic
knowledge of European Tax Law This concise handbook has become a traditional instrument for
gaining basic knowledge of European tax law with emphasis on direct taxes. It is directed at
students, experienced international tax specialists with little knowledge of European law, European
law specialists and non-Europeans who deal with Europe for business or academic reasons and need
to understand the foundations of European tax law. Moreover, this book can be useful to academics
without a legal background in approaching technical issues raised by European Union tax law, as
well as give inspiration to the most experienced European direct tax law experts. The eighth edition
adds new updates on the most essential changes and new case law of the CJEU in the field of
European direct taxation. Furthermore, due to its particular importance, the EU Global Minimum
Tax Directive is now covered in a separate chapter.
  introduction to european tax law direct taxation fourth edition: WTO and Direct
Taxation Michael Lang, Judith Herdin, Ines Hofbauer, 2005-01-01 WTO Law and Direct Taxation
are linked in numerous ways. The WTO Agreements, thereof especially the GATT and GATS
Agreements, contain several explicit provisions on the subject of direct taxes or even on its
delimitation from Tax Treaty Law. To some extent, the scope of application of WTO Law has been
broadened by case law to comprise also direct taxes. This entails overlappings particularly with
regard to the law of subsidies, prohibitions of discrimination, and most-favoured-nation obligations.
This book highlights increasingly relevant interdependencies between WTO Law and Direct Taxation
from the viewpoint of 21 States. Special emphasis is placed on the conformity of national taxes on
profits with WTO Law as well as on specifics of interpretation in several Member States. 21 National
Reports from nearly all EU countries as well as Colombia, Israel, New Zealand, Norway and the USA
dealt with this topic and were compiled and published in this volume. Additionally, a General Report
prepared by Servatius van Thiel summarises the results of the National Reports. Moreover, experts
in this field joining the Conference among them Reuven Avi-Yonah, Michael Lennard and Raymond
Luja have volunteered contributions dealing with specific problems of WTO and Direct Taxation.
  introduction to european tax law direct taxation fourth edition: Introduction to
European Tax Law on Direct Taxation MICHAEL LANG;PASQUALE PISTONE;JOSEF
SCHUCH;CLAUS S.,
  introduction to european tax law direct taxation fourth edition: Regulating Services in the
European Union Vassilis Hatzopoulos, 2012-04-12 Across the EU, services are the cornerstone of the
modern economy, accounting for over 70% of national GDPs and over 90% of new jobs created.
Fostering trade in services has, accordingly, become central to the EU's vision for developing the
internal market. Yet regulating services and their international trade is notoriously complex, and
controversial. For years the EU's efforts were limited to sector-specific regulation in key areas, until



the adoption of the general Services Directive in 2006. Since then, confronted by the limited success
of traditional legal intervention, the EU's attentions have shifted to alternative forms of regulation.
This book looks back on the historical development of services law, discusses the nature of
impediments to trade in services in the EU, and explains the basic rules and principles applicable to
such trade. It also examines the recent development of alternative regulatory methods, such as
networking, the use of common standards, private regulation, self-regulation, open methods of
coordination, and administrative cooperation. Taking a broad perspective and placing services
regulation within its economic context, the author offers a thorough evaluation of current regulatory
methods alongside the alternative methods which could be deployed. The book is the first to provide
an overview of the regulation of services in the EU.
  introduction to european tax law direct taxation fourth edition: Introduction to
European Tax Law on Direct Taxation Lukasz Adamczyk, Valentin Bendlinger, Matthias
Hofstätter, Daniela Hohenwarter-Mayr, Dimitar Hristov, Ivan Lazarov, Alicja Majdanska, Alexandra
Miladinovic, Pasquale Pistone, Karoline Spies, Rita Szudoczky, Mario Tenore, Jean-Philippe Van
West, Stephanie Zolles, Viktoria Wöhrer, 2024
  introduction to european tax law direct taxation fourth edition: Real Estate Investment
Trusts In Europe Wolfgang Speckhahn, 2016-04-24 It is well known that investments in real estate
provide relatively stable yields compared with stock market volatility, so it is not surprising that,
with globalisation, investors have pursued such opportunities across borders, especially where
foreign countries offer beneficial tax regimes. Nor it is surprising that states should fear erosion of
their tax base in the presence of such investments. This groundbreaking book – the first in-depth
comparative analysis of taxation of real estate investment trusts (REITs) in different European Union
(EU) Member States – investigates the impact of EU law on direct taxation in the case of REITs, and
whether EU policies in this area have led national legislators to adjust their REIT regimes.
Presenting detailed case studies of three EU Member States – France (a well-established REIT
regime), Bulgaria (a new accession state) and Spain (a recent REIT regime) – this book explores the
idea of a harmonised EU REIT, and whether harmonisation among national REIT regimes may be
possible. Among the issues and topics arising in the course of the presentation are the following: –
‘goodness of fit’ and adaptational soft pressure; – relevant case law from the European Court of
Justice, including both tax and company law; – ‘REIT shopping’; – noncompliance of REIT regimes
with EU law; and – criteria for the ‘misfit’ analysis of REIT regimes and potential infringements of
EU law. The analysis ultimately documents conditions and circumstances for the creation of a
harmonised ‘Euro-REIT’ by assessing the level of change on the area of direct taxation within the
Member States which would be needed for such a creation to become reality, identifying common
themes across different legal systems that could assist the harmonisation of laws. Throughout, a
holistic view is taken, linking tax and company law with considerations of sovereignty, policy and
culture. In its structured framework comparing REIT regimes, this incomparable study takes a giant
step towards overcoming resistance to a common REIT taxation regime in the EU. As the first
comparative study of REIT regimes to identify an emerging common understanding informed by
European jurisprudence and Europeanisation policy and theory, it is sure to be welcomed by
practitioners, academics and policymakers in European law and international taxation as well as
European studies.
  introduction to european tax law direct taxation fourth edition: Introduction to
European Tax Law Michael Lang, 2008 In Europe, direct taxation is still within the competence of
the Member States. However, European law has become increasingly influential in this area as well.
Most provisions of European law are directly applicable. They thus have an immediate impact on
taxpayers and tax authorities when applying domestic tax law. This book serves as an introduction to
European direct taxation. The book will be of assistance to experts in European law who have so far
considered tax law (and in particular direct taxation) as too technical a domain. It will also be helpful
to tax law experts who are less familiar with the problems of compatibility with European law.
Because the contributors do not focus on a specific national tax system, Introduction to European



Tax Law: Direct Taxation will be beneficial to students and practitioners inside and outside of
Europe. The Table of Contents include: The Sources of EC Law Relevant for Direct Taxation . The
Relevance of the Fundamental Freedoms for Direct Taxation . The State Aid Provisions of the EC
Treaty in Tax Matters . The Parent-Subsidiary Directive . The Merger Directive . The Interest and
Royalty Directive . The Savings Directive . The Directives on the Mutual Assistance in the
Assessment and in the Recovery of Tax Claims in the Field of Direct Taxation . The EC Arbitration
Convention.
  introduction to european tax law direct taxation fourth edition: Tax Notes International ,
1997
  introduction to european tax law direct taxation fourth edition: Taxation of Foreign Direct
Investment:An Introduction Alex Easson, 1999-08-24 This book describes the many different ways in
which national tax rules and international tax principles affect foreign direct investment decisions,
and examines their impact on the establishment and operation of foreign-invested projects. It
focuses on tax provisions in both host and home countries, and looks at the role of tax treaties, the
methods of relieving double taxation and of countering tax avoidance.
  introduction to european tax law direct taxation fourth edition: EU Foreign Investment
Law Angelos Dimopoulos, 2011-12-08 The regulation of foreign investment represents one of the
most topical and controversial subjects in European Union law and international investment law. EU
foreign investment law is emerging as a critically important issue, particularly since the introduction
of EU competence over foreign direct investment after the Lisbon Treaty and the recent successful
challenge of the compatibility of Member States Bilateral Investment Treaties with EU law. Within
this framework, the book sets out to identify whether and to what extent the EU has become an
international actor in the field of foreign investment. Exploring the existing legal framework on the
scope and exercise of EU competence and its legal effects, it examines the foundations upon which
EU investment policy is based and will be based in the future. The book addresses questions relating
to the definition of foreign investment; the scope of EU competences; the exercise of EU powers; the
substantive content of existing and future EU International Investment Agreements; and the
objectives of EU investment policy and its EU law effects. From this grounding, the study widens to
scrutinize the influence that the EU exerts on international law and regulation of foreign investment.
Paying careful attention to the substantive content and orientation of EU International Investment
Agreements, the book takes a comparative approach to the content of Bilateral Investment Treaties,
as well as to the ramifications of EU foreign investment regulation for international law, especially
with regard to the EU's international responsibility. Taking into account the recent developments in
the field, this book provides the first comprehensive treatment of the legal, practical, and political
concerns that the creation of an EU common investment policy creates.
  introduction to european tax law direct taxation fourth edition: Free Movement and Tax
Treaties in the Internal Market Maria Hilling, 2005 This book deals with the impact of the free
movement rules in the EC Treaty on tax treaties in the internal market. This is a highly relevant
issue since a provision in breach of the free movement rules in inapplicable. The potential
far-reaching consequences following the preclusion of tax treaty provisions makes it important for
taxpayers and governments of the Member States of the EU to predict when a provision in a tax
treaty may be in conflict with free movement law. This book identifies the rights and obligations
stemming from the free movement rules. As they are not very detailed, the case law is crucial.
Hence, this book includes extensive case law studies, focusing primarily on cases where the Court of
Justice of the European Communities (ECJ) has interpreted the free movement rules in relation to
tax treaty provisions and unilateral income tax legislation. This study provides a systematization of
such case law, highlighting consistencies and inconsistencies.--BOOK JACKET.
  introduction to european tax law direct taxation fourth edition: Virtues and Fallacies of
VAT: An Evaluation after 50 Years Robert F. van Brederode, 2021-08-09 Value-added tax (VAT) is a
mainstay of revenue systems in more than 160 countries. Because consumption is a more stable
revenue base than other tax bases, VAT is less distorting and hence more likely to encourage



investment, savings, optimum labor supply decisions, and growth. VAT is not without criticism
however, and faces its own specific technical and policy challenges. This book, the first to
thoroughly evaluate VAT from a global policy perspective after over 50 years of experience with its
intricacies, offers authoritative perspectives on VAT’s full spectrum—from its signal successes to the
subtle ways its application can undermine revenue performance and economic neutrality. The
contributors—leading tax practitioners and academics—examine the key policy issues and topics
that are crucially relevant for measuring the success of the tax in the first part of the book,
including: revenue generation and revenue efficiency; single rate versus multiple rates;
susceptibility to fraud; exemptions and exceptions; compliance cost for businesses; policy and
compliance gaps in revenue collection; adjustment rules caused by the transactional nature of the
tax; transfer pricing issues; treatment of vouchers; permanent establishments and holding
companies; payment of refunds; cross-border digital transactions; and supplies for free or below cost
price. The second part offers six country reports—on New Zealand, Japan, China, Colombia,
Ethiopia, and India—to demonstrate the different ways in which VAT operates in a variety of national
economies. Whether a government is contemplating the imposition of a general consumption tax for
the first time or new rules for applying an existing one, it is important for policymakers to keep
central the aim to design a tax that realizes optimal efficiency and causes minimal distortions. This
invaluable book serves as an expert guide to VAT policy development in this area. It will be
welcomed not only by concerned government officials but also by tax professionals (both lawyers
and accountants) and academics in tax law.
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