
i am deaf in sign language
**Understanding "I Am Deaf" in Sign Language: Expressing Identity and Embracing
Communication**

i am deaf in sign language — these words carry more than just a simple declaration of hearing
status; they express an identity, a culture, and a way of connecting with the world. For many Deaf
individuals, sign language is not just a means of communication but a vital part of who they are.
Whether you’re learning American Sign Language (ASL), British Sign Language (BSL), or another
form, understanding how to say “I am deaf” opens doors to richer conversations and deeper cultural
appreciation.

What Does "I Am Deaf" Mean in Sign Language?

When someone signs "I am deaf," they’re conveying more than just a medical condition. Deafness, in
the context of sign language, often refers to a cultural identity as well. Deaf communities around the
world use sign language as their primary language, and saying "I am deaf" is a way of affirming
membership in that community.

For example, in ASL, the sign for “deaf” involves touching the ear and then the mouth, symbolizing
the connection between hearing and speech. When signing “I am deaf,” the signer typically starts
with the index finger pointing to themselves (indicating “I”), followed by the sign for deaf.

How to Sign "I Am Deaf" in Different Sign Languages

- **American Sign Language (ASL):** Point to yourself with your index finger (I/me), then touch your
ear and mouth with your dominant hand to sign “deaf.”
- **British Sign Language (BSL):** Use both hands to mimic the gesture of “deaf” by tapping the
cheek near the ear area, often combined with a sign for “I” or “me.”
- **Auslan (Australian Sign Language):** Similar to ASL but with regional variations, Auslan signs “I
am deaf” by combining the personal pronoun with the sign for deaf, often involving a tap near the
ear.

It’s important to remember that sign languages are not universal; each country has its own unique
system and vocabulary. Learning the local sign language helps foster genuine communication and
respect.

The Cultural Significance of Saying "I Am Deaf" in Sign
Language

Saying "I am deaf" in sign language isn’t just about stating a fact; it’s about embracing Deaf culture.
Deaf culture has its own traditions, values, and social norms, much of which revolves around sign



language as a cornerstone of community identity.

Deaf Identity and Pride

When Deaf individuals sign “I am deaf,” it often reflects pride in their identity and language. For
many, Deafness is not something to be fixed or hidden but celebrated. This positive outlook counters
many societal misconceptions that frame deafness solely as a disability.

Connecting Within the Deaf Community

Using sign language to express “I am deaf” helps build connections with others who share similar
experiences and cultural backgrounds. It’s a way to establish common ground, foster trust, and
share stories, traditions, and humor.

Why Learning to Say "I Am Deaf" Matters

If you’re new to sign language or interacting with Deaf individuals, knowing how to say "I am deaf"
can be a powerful tool. It shows respect and awareness, and it helps create an inclusive
environment.

Bridging Communication Gaps

When hearing people learn to sign “I am deaf,” they demonstrate a willingness to bridge
communication gaps. This simple phrase can open a dialogue, encouraging Deaf individuals to share
their language and culture.

Promoting Accessibility and Understanding

Understanding and using phrases like “I am deaf” in sign language also promotes accessibility. It
highlights the importance of recognizing different modes of communication and encourages more
people to become familiar with sign language basics.

Tips for Learning and Using "I Am Deaf" in Sign
Language

Mastering the phrase "I am deaf" is a great starting point, but here are some tips to make your
learning journey smoother and more effective:



Practice with Native Signers: Engage with Deaf individuals or fluent signers to learn
authentic expressions and nuances.

Watch Video Resources: Visual learning is key for sign language; use online videos or apps
that demonstrate the sign clearly.

Understand Context: Recognize that "I am deaf" may be used differently depending on the
conversation, sometimes to assert identity, other times to explain communication preferences.

Learn Related Signs: Expand your vocabulary with related terms like “hard of hearing,”
“deaf culture,” and “sign language” to enrich your communication.

Be Patient and Respectful: Sign language is a complex and beautiful language. Approach
learning with patience and an open mind.

Challenges and Misconceptions Around "I Am Deaf"

Despite growing awareness, many misconceptions persist about what it means to say "I am deaf"
and about Deaf people in general. One common misunderstanding is equating deafness strictly with
the inability to hear, ignoring the cultural and linguistic aspects.

Deafness Is Not a Disability Alone

Many Deaf individuals view themselves as part of a linguistic minority rather than disabled. Saying
“I am deaf” in sign language can be an affirmation of that identity, emphasizing language and
culture over limitations.

Varied Experiences Within the Deaf Community

Not all Deaf people communicate exclusively through sign language. Some rely on lip-reading,
cochlear implants, or spoken language. Understanding these nuances prevents oversimplification
and promotes empathy.

How Saying "I Am Deaf" Enhances Awareness

When Deaf people sign “I am deaf,” they help educate others about the richness of their community.
It encourages hearing individuals to learn more about Deaf culture, accessibility needs, and the
importance of sign language.

This phrase becomes a catalyst for dialogue, fostering inclusion in schools, workplaces, and social
settings. It reminds everyone that language isn’t just spoken words; it’s a bridge that connects



hearts and minds.

---

Whether you’re a Deaf individual proudly signing “I am deaf” or someone eager to learn sign
language, this phrase is a powerful expression of identity and communication. Embracing it opens
the door to a vibrant culture and a language that speaks volumes beyond sound.

Frequently Asked Questions

How do you say 'I am deaf' in American Sign Language (ASL)?
To say 'I am deaf' in ASL, point to yourself with your index finger for 'I', then use the sign for 'deaf'
by touching your ear with your index finger and then touching your chin.

What is the sign for 'deaf' in British Sign Language (BSL)?
In BSL, the sign for 'deaf' involves touching the ear with the index finger and then moving the hand
away from the ear, sometimes combined with a facial expression to convey the meaning.

Is there a difference between 'I am deaf' and 'I am hard of
hearing' in sign language?
Yes, in sign language, different signs are used to distinguish 'deaf' and 'hard of hearing'. 'Deaf'
usually involves touching the ear and chin, while 'hard of hearing' may have a different sign or be
indicated through context.

Can 'I am deaf' be expressed non-manually in sign language?
Yes, non-manual signals such as facial expressions, head nods, or shakes often accompany the sign 'I
am deaf' to add emphasis or clarify meaning in sign language.

Are there regional variations in signing 'I am deaf' in different
sign languages?
Yes, different sign languages and even regional dialects within a sign language may have variations
for expressing 'I am deaf'. It's important to learn the specific signs used in your community.

How can I communicate 'I am deaf' to someone who doesn't
know sign language?
You can use gestures like pointing to your ear and shaking your head, write it down, or use a
smartphone app to type and show the message 'I am deaf'.



Why is it important to know how to sign 'I am deaf'?
Knowing how to sign 'I am deaf' helps in introducing yourself and informing others about your
hearing status, which can facilitate better communication and understanding.

Can lip reading be combined with signing 'I am deaf'?
Yes, many deaf individuals use lip reading along with sign language to enhance communication, but
signing 'I am deaf' clearly establishes your hearing status to the listener.

Additional Resources
i am deaf in sign language: Understanding Identity and Communication within the Deaf Community

i am deaf in sign language is a phrase that encapsulates not only a declaration of identity but also
an expression of cultural and linguistic belonging. It serves as a powerful statement within the Deaf
community, where sign language functions as more than just a communication tool—it is a
cornerstone of cultural connection and self-identification. In the professional and social realms, the
phrase reflects the intersection of language, identity, and accessibility, which continues to evolve
alongside advancements in technology and societal awareness.

The Significance of "I Am Deaf" in Sign Language
Contexts

When someone says, "i am deaf in sign language," it is important to recognize that this statement
carries layered meanings. Primarily, it asserts the person’s membership in the Deaf community—a
distinct cultural group united by the use of sign language as their primary mode of communication.
Unlike the medical model of deafness, which focuses on hearing loss as a disability, the cultural-
linguistic model views deafness as a unique identity enriched by shared language, history, and
experiences.

Sign languages, such as American Sign Language (ASL), British Sign Language (BSL), and others
worldwide, are fully developed natural languages with their own grammar, syntax, and idioms. They
are not mere translations of spoken languages but independent linguistic systems. The phrase "i am
deaf in sign language" may also be a way for individuals to convey their preference for or fluency in
sign language, emphasizing communication accessibility.

Language and Identity: Deafness Beyond Hearing Loss

Deafness is often misunderstood in broader society as simply an absence of hearing. However,
within the Deaf community, it is a cultural identity. The phrase "i am deaf in sign language"
highlights this perspective by foregrounding language as the key marker of identity. Deaf individuals
who use sign language often identify as members of the Deaf culture, which includes shared values,
social norms, traditions, and arts.



This cultural identity is distinct from hearing impairment or oralism approaches, where emphasis is
placed on speech and lip-reading. Sign language users advocate for recognition of their language
rights and cultural heritage, stressing the importance of sign language education and accessibility in
healthcare, education, and public services.

Exploring the Linguistic Features of Sign Language

Sign languages are visual-gestural languages that employ hand shapes, movements, facial
expressions, and body postures to convey meaning. The declaration "i am deaf in sign language"
implicitly acknowledges the centrality of this mode of communication. Unlike spoken languages, sign
languages engage multiple channels simultaneously, allowing for rich, expressive communication.

Core Components of Sign Language

Handshapes: Different configurations of fingers and palms create distinct signs.

Movement: Direction, speed, and type of movement add meaning and grammatical structure.

Location: The position of signs relative to the signer’s body affects interpretation.

Facial expressions: Convey emotions, grammatical markers, and nuances.

Non-manual signals: Head tilts, shoulder movements, and eye gaze complement manual
signs.

This complexity underlines why sign language is not simply a "manual version" of a spoken tongue
but a fully realized language with unique linguistic properties. When someone states "i am deaf in
sign language," it also serves as a subtle affirmation of linguistic competence and cultural fluency.

The Role of Sign Language in Accessibility and Inclusion

Sign language is fundamental in bridging communication gaps for deaf and hard-of-hearing
individuals. Its recognition and integration into educational systems, workplaces, and public services
are crucial for inclusion. Legal frameworks in many countries now acknowledge sign language as an
official language, mandating interpreter services and accommodations.

However, challenges remain. Access to qualified sign language interpreters varies significantly by
region, and many deaf individuals face barriers in healthcare, legal proceedings, and employment.
Advocates stress that promoting sign language awareness and training is essential to dismantling
systemic obstacles.



Comparisons and Perspectives: Deafness in Sign
Language vs. Spoken Language Contexts

The phrase "i am deaf in sign language" may prompt reflection on how deafness is experienced
differently depending on language modality. Deaf individuals who primarily use sign language often
report a stronger sense of community and identity compared to those who rely solely on spoken
language or assistive technologies like cochlear implants.

Pros and Cons of Sign Language as a Primary Communication
Mode

Pros:

Rich cultural identity and community belonging

Visual language accessible without reliance on hearing

Facilitates nuanced and expressive communication

Cons:

Limited access to sign language education in some regions

Communication barriers with non-signers

Scarcity of professional interpreters in many sectors

Conversely, some deaf individuals who use spoken language or auditory technologies may
experience different challenges, such as social isolation from the Deaf community or difficulties in
mastering speech and lip-reading. The diversity within the deaf population highlights the importance
of respecting individual preferences and communication choices.

Global Variations in Sign Language Recognition

Sign language recognition varies globally. For instance, American Sign Language is officially
recognized in countries like the United States and parts of Canada, whereas in some countries, sign
languages lack legal status, limiting resources and rights for users. These disparities affect how
individuals can assert "i am deaf in sign language" as part of their identity and access necessary



accommodations.

Technological Advances and the Future of Sign
Language Communication

The intersection of technology and sign language continues to transform communication possibilities
for deaf individuals. Innovations such as video relay services, real-time captioning, and AI-driven
sign language recognition are expanding accessibility.

Emerging Tools Enhancing Sign Language Usage

Video Communication Platforms: Enable remote signing and interpreter services, crucial
during events like the COVID-19 pandemic.

AI and Machine Learning: Research into automatic sign language translation promises to
reduce communication barriers between signers and non-signers.

Wearable Technology: Devices that translate sign language into text or speech in real time
are under development to facilitate cross-modal communication.

While these technologies hold promise, experts caution that human interpreters remain essential for
nuanced and culturally sensitive communication. Moreover, technology adoption must be accessible
and affordable to avoid widening existing inequalities.

The phrase "i am deaf in sign language" remains not only a statement of identity but also a call to
recognize the linguistic richness and cultural vitality of the Deaf community. As society progresses
toward greater inclusivity, understanding and valuing sign language is integral to ensuring that deaf
individuals can fully participate in all facets of life.

I Am Deaf In Sign Language

  i am deaf in sign language: Sign Language Ideologies in Practice Annelies Kusters, Mara
Green, Erin Moriarty, Kristin Snoddon, 2020-08-10 This book focuses on how sign language
ideologies influence, manifest in, and are challenged by communicative practices. Sign languages
are minority languages using the visual-gestural and tactile modalities, whose affordances are very
different from those of spoken languages using the auditory-oral modality.
  i am deaf in sign language: Show Me a Sign (Show Me a Sign, Book 1) Ann Clare LeZotte,
2020-03-03 Don't miss the companion book, Set Me Free Winner of the 2021 Schneider Family Book
Award ∙NPR Best Books of 2020 ∙Kirkus Reviews Best Books of 2020 ∙School Library Journal Best
Books of 2020 ∙New York Public Library Best Books of 2020 ∙Chicago Public Library Best Books of
2020 ∙2020 Jane Addams Children's Book Award Finalist ∙2020 New England Independent

https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-156/i-am-deaf-in-sign-language.pdf


Booksellers Award Finalist Deaf author Ann Clare LeZotte weaves a riveting story inspired by the
true history of a thriving deaf community on Martha's Vineyard in the early 19th century. This
piercing exploration of ableism, racism, and colonialism will inspire readers to examine core beliefs
and question what is considered normal. * A must-read. -- Kirkus Reviews, starred review More than
just a page-turner. Well researched and spare... sensitive... relevant. -- Newbery Medalist, Meg
Medina for the New York Times A triumph. -- Brian Selznick, creator of Wonderstruck and the
Caldecott Award winner, The Invention of Hugo Cabret * Will enthrall readers, but her internal
journey...profound. -- The Horn Book, starred review * Expertly crafted...exceptionally written. --
School Library Journal, starred review * Engrossing. -- Publishers Weekly, starred review This book
blew me away. -- Alex Gino, Stonewall Award-winning author of George Spend time in Mary's world.
You'll be better for it. -- Erin Entrada Kelly, author of the Newbery Award Winner, Hello, Universe
Mary Lambert has always felt safe and protected on her beloved island of Martha's Vineyard. Her
great-great-grandfather was an early English settler and the first deaf islander. Now, over a hundred
years later, many people there -- including Mary -- are deaf, and nearly everyone can communicate
in sign language. Mary has never felt isolated. She is proud of her lineage. But recent events have
delivered winds of change. Mary's brother died, leaving her family shattered. Tensions over land
disputes are mounting between English settlers and the Wampanoag people. And a cunning young
scientist has arrived, hoping to discover the origin of the island's prevalent deafness. His maniacal
drive to find answers soon renders Mary a live specimen in a cruel experiment. Her struggle to save
herself is at the core of this penetrating and poignant novel that probes our perceptions of ability
and disability.
  i am deaf in sign language: The Routledge Handbook of Sign Language Translation and
Interpreting Christopher Stone, Robert Adam, Ronice Müller de Quadros, Christian Rathmann,
2022-07-18 This Handbook provides the first comprehensive overview of sign language translation
and interpretation from around the globe and looks ahead to future directions of research. Divided
into eight parts, the book covers foundational skills, the working context of both the sign language
translator and interpreter, their education, the sociological context, work settings, diverse service
users, and a regional review of developments. The chapters are authored by a range of contributors,
both deaf and hearing, from the Global North and South, diverse in ethnicity, language background,
and academic discipline. Topics include the history of the profession, the provision of translation and
interpreting in different domains and to different populations, the politics of provision, and the state
of play of sign language translation and interpreting professions across the globe. Edited and
authored by established and new voices in the field, this is the essential guide for advanced students
and researchers of translation and interpretation studies and sign language.
  i am deaf in sign language: The Complete Guide to Baby Sign Language Tracey Porpora, 2011
Using a tailored form of American Sign Language (ASL), the book guides parents through the
process of teaching an infant to understand beginning sign language.
  i am deaf in sign language: Sign Languages and Linguistic Citizenship Ellen Foote,
2020-12-31 This critical ethnographic account of the Yangon deaf community in Myanmar offers
unique insights into the dynamics of a vibrant linguistic and cultural minority community in the
region and also sheds further light on broader questions around language policy. The book examines
language policies on different scales, demonstrating how unofficial policies in the local deaf school
and wider Yangon deaf community impact responses to higher level interventions, namely the 2007
government policy aimed at unifying the country’s two sign languages. Foote highlights the need for
a critical and interdisciplinary approach to the study of language policy, unpacking the interplay
between language ideologies, power relations, political and moral interests and community
conceptualisations of citizenship. The study’s findings are situated within wider theoretical debates
within linguistic anthropology, questioning existing paradigms on the notion of linguistic
authenticity and contributing to ongoing debates on the relationship between language policy and
social justice. Offering an important new contribution to critical work on language policy, the book
will be of particular interest to students and scholars in sociolinguistics, linguistic anthropology and



language education.
  i am deaf in sign language: The Institution Quarterly , 1912
  i am deaf in sign language: Institution Quarterly , 1912
  i am deaf in sign language: Welfare Bulletin Illinois. Dept. of Public Welfare, 1912
  i am deaf in sign language: The Contemporary Indian Family B. Devi Prasad, Srilatha Juvva,
Mahima Nayar, 2020-07-15 This book analyses the dynamics of the development of family structure
in India over the past few decades. It captures the diversities and challenges of contemporary
families and provides a culture and region-specific overview of how families adapt and change
generationally. The book explores the paradigms of understanding family life in India through
illustrations which trace patterns of family formations in the context of large-scale social, economic
and media-driven changes. Besides discussing the ongoing debates on the sociology of family, the
chapters in this volume also look at diverse families experiencing poverty, conflict and displacement
and demystifies families with members having a disability or non-normative sexual orientation. The
book will be useful to students and researchers of various disciplines, such as sociology, social work,
family studies, women’s studies and anthropology.
  i am deaf in sign language: Insistent Images El?zbieta Tabakowska, Christina Ljungberg,
Olga Fischer, 2007-01-01 Insistent Images presents a number of new departures dealing with
iconicity on the conceptual and the structural levels. On the level of structure, the interface between
different aspects of iconicity, lexical meaning and grammar is discussed in reference to both spoken
and signed languages. Novel approaches to aural iconicity investigate a wide range of phenomena
from phonological iconicity to the role of iconic features in discourse, in the nineteenth century
practice of reading aloud, in the almost magic incantations of fin de siècle poetry and in Tolkien's
invented languages. Several papers examine the function of iconicity in visual and avant-garde
poetry, where iconic features allow a reduction of means, which, paradoxically, generates textual
diversification and complexity. A discussion of iconic text strategies shows how texts are
comprehended through iconic holistic transfer from complex natural and action patterns.
'Liberature', which integrates text, image and physical space, is another novel area of study, as are
the investigations into the iconic properties of film and of multimedia performance. Film is
intrinsically iconic, while at the same time being, like photography, indexical; in multimedia
performance, on the other hand, iconicity functions intermedially by both integrating and reflecting
processes of perception and conceptualization. These last two new fields of inquiry further enhance
this truly interdisciplinary volume's explorations of icons as 'insistent images'.
  i am deaf in sign language: The Deaf Way Carol Erting, 1994 Selected papers from the
conference held in Washington DC, July 9-14, 1989.
  i am deaf in sign language: The Complete Idiot's Guide to Learning Sign Language
Susan Shelly, Jim Schneck, 1998 Explains how to use American Sign Language to make
introductions, tell time, order food, tell a joke, communicate with children, express emotion, and ask
for directions
  i am deaf in sign language: Not Without Us: Perspectives on Disability and Inclusion in
Singapore Kuansong Victor Zhuang, Meng Ee Wong, Dan Goodley, 2023-01-01 Disability is all
around us—among people we meet, the media, sports, our own family and friends. Undeniably, all of
us have or will one day come to experience or encounter disability. But how can we reckon with the
realities of those who live with disability, or its reality in our own lives? In a city-state slowly moving
towards inclusion, how do those meant to be 'included' feel about such efforts? Not Without Us:
perspectives on disability and inclusion in Singapore is a groundbreaking collection of essays that
takes a creative and critical disability studies approach to centre disability, and rethink the ways in
which we research, analyse, think and know about disability in our lives. Across multiple domains
and perspectives, the writings in this volume consider what it means to live with disability in a
purportedly inclusive and accessible Singapore. “This is a pathbreaking book. Not Without Us
weaves together a rich fabric of voices exploring the politics and poetics of disability in Singapore.
Moving between lived reality, representation and struggles for social transformation, the collection



excavates hidden or forgotten pasts, documents struggles and community formation in the present,
and hints at possible futures. The essay collection challenges contemporary discourses of and
scholarship on disability in Singapore by centring disabled subjectivities. In the process, it opens up
new spaces of empathy, praxis and critique.” —Philip Holden, Independent Scholar and Counsellor It
warms my heart to see another book on disability through the Asian lens. Not just any book or
author, but a plethora of contributors who are leaders in the Singaporean disability scene. The
tapestry of all the essays inspires the imagination to how we can truly create a place that all of us
can call home. Inclusion isn’t just keeping the token seat available, or inviting someone disabled to
the party, but truly paving the way forward for all of us to celebrate each other as individuals in all
our different shapes, sizes and colours. Thank you Not Without Us for so eloquently celebrating
‘Nothing about us, without us’! —Cassandra Chiu, Psychotherapist; Social Advocate and Author of A
Place For Us Not Without Us is a richly edited and profoundly written collection of essays about
disability in Singapore. It is part of a new and fresh movement to provide local knowledges and
global perspectives to a field that has been for too long grounded in the West, particularly the US
and the UK. The book will be extremely valuable not only to readers in Singapore but also to those
throughout the world who seek a broader perspective on significant issues in disability studies, arts,
policy and activism. —Lennard J. Davis, Distinguished Professor, College of Liberal Arts and
Sciences, University of Illinois in Chicago
  i am deaf in sign language: The Signs of Language Revisited Karen Emmorey, Harlan L. Lane,
2013-04-15 The burgeoning of research on signed language during the last two decades has had a
major influence on several disciplines concerned with mind and language, including linguistics,
neuroscience, cognitive psychology, child language acquisition, sociolinguistics, bilingualism, and
deaf education. The genealogy of this research can be traced to a remarkable degree to a single pair
of scholars, Ursula Bellugi and Edward Klima, who have conducted their research on signed
language and educated scores of scholars in the field since the early 1970s. The Signs of Language
Revisited has three major objectives: * presenting the latest findings and theories of leading
scientists in numerous specialties from language acquisition in children to literacy and deaf people; *
taking stock of the distance scholarship has come in a given field, where we are now, and where we
should be headed; and * acknowledging and articulating the intellectual debt of the authors to
Bellugi and Klima--in some cases through personal reminiscences. Thus, this book is also a document
in the sociology and history of science.
  i am deaf in sign language: Culturally Affirmative Psychotherapy With Deaf Persons Neil
S. Glickman, Michael A. Harvey, 2013-10-23 The impetus for this volume is the growing awareness
within the mental health and larger community of a culturally affirmative model for understanding
and assisting deaf people. In contrast to the medical-pathological model which treats deafness as a
disability, the cultural model guides us to view deaf persons in relation to the deaf community--a
group of people with a common language, culture, and collective identity. A primary tenant of
culturally affirmative psychotherapy is to understand and respect such differences, not to eradicate
them. The contributors to this volume present a practical and realistic model of providing culturally
affirmative counseling and psychotherapy for deaf people. The three dimensions of this model have
been delineated by the multicultural counseling literature. These dimensions assert that culturally
affirmative psychotherapy with deaf persons requires therapist self-awareness, knowledge of the
deaf community/culture, and understanding of culturally-syntonic therapeutic interventions. The
first to exhaustively delineate the implications of the cultural model of deafness for counseling deaf
people, this book is essential reading for anyone who works in an educational or counseling capacity
with the deaf. This audience includes not only psychotherapists, but also vocational, guidance and
residence counselors, teachers, independent living skills specialists, interpreters, and administrators
of programs for the deaf.
  i am deaf in sign language: Sign Language Research Sixty Years Later: Current and
Future Perspectives Valentina Cuccio, Erin Wilkinson, Brigitte Garcia, Adam Schembri, Erin
Moriarty, Sabina Fontana, 2022-11-14



  i am deaf in sign language: Valuing Deaf Worlds in Urban India Michele Ilana Friedner,
2015-06-09 Although it is commonly believed that deafness and disability limits a person in a variety
of ways, Valuing Deaf Worlds in Urban India describes the two as a source of value in postcolonial
India. Michele Friedner argues that the experiences of deaf people offer an important portrayal of
contemporary self-making and sociality under new regimes of labor and economy in India. Friedner
contends that deafness actually becomes a source of value for deaf Indians as they interact with
nongovernmental organizations, with employers in the global information technology sector, and
with the state. In contrast to previous political economic moments, deaf Indians increasingly depend
less on the state for education and employment, and instead turn to novel and sometimes surprising
spaces such as NGOs, multinational corporations, multilevel marketing businesses, and churches
that attract deaf congregants. They also gravitate towards each other. Their social practices may be
invisible to outsiders because neither the state nor their families have recognized Indian Sign
Language as legitimate, but deaf Indians collectively learn sign language, which they use among
themselves, and they also learn the importance of working within the structures of their
communities to maximize their opportunities. Valuing Deaf Worlds in Urban India analyzes how
diverse deaf people become oriented toward each other and disoriented from their families and
other kinship networks. More broadly, this book explores how deafness, deaf sociality, and sign
language relate to contemporary society.
  i am deaf in sign language: Official report of debates Council of Europe: Parliamentary
Assembly, 2005-05-31
  i am deaf in sign language: Sign Language Interpreting and Interpreter Education Marc
Marschark, 2005-04-14 This text provides an overview of the field of sign language interpreting and
interpreter education, including evaluation of the extent to which current practices are supported by
research, and will be of use both as a reference book and as a textbook for interpreter training
programmes.
  i am deaf in sign language: Understanding and Applying Medical Anthropology Peter J.
Brown, Svea Closser, 2016-07 The editors of the third edition of the seminal textbook Understanding
and Applying Medical Anthropology bring it completely up to date for both instructors and students.
The collection of 49 readings (17 of them new to this edition) offers extensive background
description and exposes students to the breadth of theoretical, methodological, and practical
perspectives and issues in the field of medical anthropology. The text provides specific examples and
case studies of research as it is applied to a range of health settings: from cross-cultural clinical
encounters to cultural analysis of new biomedical technologies and the implementation of programs
in global health settings. The new edition features: • a major revision that eliminates many older
readings in favor of more fresh, relevant selections; • a new section on structural violence that looks
at the impact of poverty and other forms of social marginalization on health; • an updated and
expanded section on “Conceptual Tools,” including new research and ideas that are currently driving
the field of medical anthropology forward (such as epigenetics and syndemics); • new chapters on
climate change, Ebola, PTSD among Iraq/Afghanistan veterans, eating disorders, and autism, among
others; • recent articles from Margaret Mead Award winners Sera Young, Seth Holmes, and Erin
Finley, along with new articles by such established medical anthropologists as Paul Farmer and
Merrill Singer.
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