
history of the kiowa tribe
**The Rich History of the Kiowa Tribe: A Journey Through Time**

history of the kiowa tribe is a fascinating tale that weaves together resilience, culture, migration,
and adaptation. As one of the prominent Native American tribes of the Great Plains, the Kiowa
people have a story deeply rooted in the vast landscapes of North America. Exploring their past
reveals not only their survival through challenging times but also their rich cultural heritage that
continues to thrive today.

Origins and Early Migration

The history of the Kiowa tribe begins long before European settlers arrived. Linguistic and
archaeological evidence suggests that the Kiowa are part of the Tanoan language family, originally
residing in the northern regions near the Yellowstone River. Around the early 18th century, the
Kiowa began a significant migration southward into the southern plains, covering parts of what are
now Montana, Wyoming, and eventually settling in Oklahoma and Texas.

This migration was driven by the search for better hunting grounds and alliances with other tribes.
The Kiowa’s move into the Great Plains region allowed them to become skilled horse riders and
bison hunters, integral aspects of their culture and survival.

The Kiowa and the Horse Culture

One cannot discuss the history of the Kiowa tribe without acknowledging the transformative impact
of the horse. Introduced to North America by the Spanish in the 16th century, horses revolutionized
the lives of Plains tribes. For the Kiowa, horses enhanced their mobility, hunting efficiency, and
warfare tactics.

Mastering horsemanship, the Kiowa became renowned for their prowess as mounted warriors. This
new way of life shaped their social structure and ceremonial traditions, including the famous Sun
Dance, a spiritual gathering that honored their connection to the land and animals.

Social Structure and Cultural Traditions

The Kiowa tribe's history is deeply intertwined with their social and cultural practices, which have
been preserved and passed down through generations.

Clan System and Leadership

The Kiowa organized themselves into a clan system, which played a central role in governance and



community life. Clans were responsible for various social duties, and leadership often emerged from
these groups based on merit and bravery in battle. Chiefs held significant influence but were
expected to serve the interests of the tribe rather than dominate.

Spiritual Beliefs and Ceremonies

Spirituality shaped much of the Kiowa way of life. Their belief system emphasized harmony with
nature and the spiritual world. The tribe performed numerous ceremonies, including the famous
Gourd Dance, which is still celebrated today. The dance honors warrior traditions and celebrates
life, strength, and endurance.

The Sun Dance, another vital ceremony, was a time for renewal and sacrifice, reflecting the tribe’s
deep connection to the cosmos and the natural world around them.

The Kiowa in Conflict and Alliance

Throughout their history, the Kiowa tribe engaged in various conflicts and alliances that shaped
their trajectory dramatically.

Alliances with the Comanche and Apache

One of the most significant aspects of Kiowa history is their alliance with the Comanche and Apache
tribes. This alliance was strategic for mutual protection and control over hunting territories.
Together, these tribes dominated the southern plains, engaging in trade, warfare, and shared
cultural practices.

Encounters with European Settlers and the U.S. Government

The arrival of European settlers and the expansion of the United States brought profound challenges
to the Kiowa people. They initially engaged in trade and negotiations but soon faced military
conflicts as settlers encroached on their lands.

The Kiowa participated in several battles during the Indian Wars of the late 19th century, including
the Red River War of 1874-1875, which was a pivotal moment. The U.S. government's push for
reservation life forced the Kiowa to surrender much of their traditional territory and settle in
designated areas in present-day Oklahoma.

Life on the Reservation and Cultural Preservation

The forced relocation to reservations marked a significant shift in the history of the Kiowa tribe.
Despite the loss of their traditional nomadic lifestyle, the Kiowa demonstrated resilience and



adaptability.

Adaptation and Survival

Life on the reservation brought many hardships, including poverty, loss of land, and attempts to
suppress their cultural practices. However, the Kiowa found ways to preserve their identity. They
maintained their language, oral traditions, and artistry, including beadwork, painting, and
storytelling.

Revitalization Efforts

In modern times, the Kiowa tribe has actively worked to revitalize their culture and history.
Educational programs and cultural centers have been established to teach younger generations
about their heritage. The annual Kiowa Gourd Dance and other cultural events serve as vibrant
reminders of their enduring spirit.

The Kiowa Language and Artistic Legacy

Language is a crucial part of any tribe's history, and the Kiowa are no exception.

Preserving the Kiowa Language

The Kiowa language, part of the Tanoan family, has faced decline due to historical pressures. Efforts
to document and teach the language continue, as it is essential for maintaining cultural identity.
Language programs aim to keep the Kiowa tongue alive through schools, recordings, and community
involvement.

Art and Storytelling Traditions

The Kiowa have a rich tradition of art that includes ledger art, beadwork, and ceremonial regalia.
Ledger art, in particular, is a unique form of narrative drawing that emerged during the reservation
period, depicting battles, ceremonies, and daily life.

Storytelling remains a vital tradition, passing down legends, history, and moral lessons. These
stories provide insight into Kiowa values and worldview, connecting past generations with the
present.



Understanding the Kiowa Tribe Today

Today, the Kiowa tribe continues to honor its history while moving forward in a changing world.
Tribal government, cultural preservation, and economic development are central to their modern
identity.

The tribe operates various enterprises and cultural programs, contributing to the well-being of its
members and the broader community. Their story is one of endurance, adaptation, and pride.

Exploring the history of the Kiowa tribe offers a window into the broader narrative of Native
American resilience and cultural richness. From their origins on the northern plains to their present-
day community, the Kiowa exemplify the enduring spirit of indigenous peoples in America.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who are the Kiowa tribe and where did they originally come
from?
The Kiowa tribe is a Native American tribe originally from the central plains of the United States,
primarily in present-day Oklahoma, Kansas, and Texas. They are known for their rich cultural
heritage and history as skilled hunters and warriors.

What is the significance of the Kiowa Sun Dance in their
history?
The Kiowa Sun Dance is a sacred religious ceremony that holds great cultural and spiritual
significance for the tribe. It symbolizes renewal, community unity, and a connection to the Great
Spirit. Historically, it was a pivotal event reinforcing social bonds and spiritual beliefs.

How did the Kiowa tribe adapt during the westward expansion
of the United States?
During the westward expansion, the Kiowa faced displacement and conflict but adapted by forming
alliances with other tribes, engaging in trade, and eventually signing treaties with the U.S.
government. Despite challenges, they maintained many of their cultural traditions while navigating
new political realities.

What role did the Kiowa tribe play in the Plains Indian Wars?
The Kiowa were active participants in the Plains Indian Wars during the late 19th century, resisting
U.S. military forces to protect their lands and way of life. They were known for their warrior culture
and strategic alliances, notably with the Comanche tribe, during these conflicts.



How is Kiowa culture preserved and celebrated today?
Kiowa culture is preserved today through language revitalization programs, traditional arts like
beadwork and dance, and annual events such as the Kiowa Gourd Dance and cultural festivals. The
tribe also operates museums and cultural centers to educate others about their history and heritage.

Additional Resources
History of the Kiowa Tribe: A Comprehensive Exploration of Their Legacy and Culture

history of the kiowa tribe is a multifaceted narrative that traces the origins, migrations, cultural
developments, and historical challenges faced by one of the most resilient Native American tribes in
the Great Plains region. Rooted in a rich tradition of oral history and vivid cultural expression, the
Kiowa people have played a significant role in shaping the social and political fabric of what is now
the central United States. Understanding their history provides valuable insights into indigenous
perspectives on identity, survival, and adaptation in the face of colonial expansion.

Origins and Early History of the Kiowa Tribe

The Kiowa tribe’s early history is marked by their emergence as a distinct group within the larger
framework of Plains tribes. Anthropological and linguistic studies suggest that the Kiowa are part of
the Tanoan language family, which connects them historically to Puebloan peoples of the Southwest.
However, their migration northward set them apart culturally and geographically. By the 18th
century, the Kiowa had established themselves as formidable nomadic hunters and warriors across
the southern Great Plains, particularly in areas that now encompass western Oklahoma, Texas, and
eastern New Mexico.

This period was characterized by the tribe’s adoption of horse culture, which revolutionized their
mobility and hunting practices. The Kiowa became expert horsemen and buffalo hunters, a
transformation that significantly altered their social organization and economic sustenance. Their
skill with horses also enhanced their role in intertribal diplomacy and warfare, solidifying their
position among neighboring tribes such as the Comanche and Apache.

Migrations and Territorial Expansion

The migration patterns of the Kiowa were influenced by ecological factors and pressures from rival
tribes and European settlers. Initially residing in areas closer to the Rocky Mountains, they
gradually moved eastward onto the Plains. This shift allowed the Kiowa to exploit the vast buffalo
herds of the region, central to their diet and culture. Historical records indicate that by the late 18th
century, the Kiowa had formed an alliance with the Comanche, a strategic partnership that
controlled significant territory and trade routes.

Territorial disputes and competition for resources were common. The Kiowa were known for their
aggressive defense of their lands against encroachment, which led to numerous conflicts with
neighboring tribes and later with U.S. government forces. Their territory was eventually confined by



treaties and forced relocations, a common fate shared among many Plains tribes.

Cultural Practices and Social Structure

The history of the Kiowa tribe cannot be fully appreciated without examining their cultural and
social frameworks. The Kiowa maintained a complex clan system and a rich ceremonial life that
reinforced communal bonds and spiritual beliefs. Their societal structure was organized around
extended family units, with leadership roles often inherited but also influenced by individual merit
and warrior status.

Spirituality and Ceremonies

Central to Kiowa identity was their spirituality, which encompassed a pantheon of spirits and a deep
connection to nature. One of the most notable aspects of their religious practice was the Sun Dance,
a ceremony that symbolized renewal and communal solidarity. The Kiowa also revered the "Tai-me"
or Sun Dance bundle, a sacred object believed to hold immense spiritual power. These ceremonies
were not only religious but also social events that involved storytelling, dance, and artistic
expression, including intricate beadwork and ledger art.

Artistic Contributions

Kiowa art, particularly ledger art, offers a visual historical record of their experiences during the
19th century. This art form involved drawing and painting on ledger books—often acquired through
trade or conflict—and depicted scenes of battles, hunts, and daily life. These artworks provide
invaluable firsthand perspectives on the tribe’s encounters with settlers and the U.S. military, as
well as their resilience in preserving cultural narratives under adverse conditions.

Encounters with European Settlers and U.S.
Government

The arrival of European settlers and subsequent U.S. expansion had profound impacts on the Kiowa
tribe. Initial contact involved trade and occasional cooperation, but tensions escalated as settlers
pushed westward, disrupting the Kiowa’s nomadic lifestyle and access to critical resources like
buffalo herds.

Treaties and Land Loss

Throughout the 19th century, the Kiowa entered into several treaties with the U.S. government.
While some agreements promised protection and land rights, they often resulted in significant
territorial losses. The Medicine Lodge Treaty of 1867, for example, aimed to confine the Kiowa and



other Plains tribes to reservations in Indian Territory (present-day Oklahoma). This marked a drastic
shift from their traditional nomadic existence to a sedentary agricultural lifestyle, which many Kiowa
resisted.

Conflict and Resistance

The history of the Kiowa tribe during this era is marked by both accommodation and resistance.
Leaders such as Chief Satanta and Chief Guipago emerged as prominent figures advocating for their
people's rights and sovereignty. The Red River War of 1874-75 epitomized the struggle against U.S.
military forces attempting to enforce reservation boundaries. Despite facing overwhelming odds, the
Kiowa demonstrated strategic acumen and courage, although ultimately the war resulted in their
forced relocation to reservations.

Modern Developments and Cultural Preservation

In the 20th and 21st centuries, the Kiowa tribe has navigated the challenges of cultural
preservation, economic development, and political sovereignty. The tribe is federally recognized and
headquartered in Oklahoma, where efforts to revitalize the Kiowa language, traditions, and
governance structures are ongoing.

Language and Educational Initiatives

One of the critical aspects of preserving Kiowa heritage is the revitalization of their language, which
faced decline due to assimilation policies and generational shifts. Tribal programs now focus on
language instruction in schools and community centers, often incorporating technology to engage
younger members. These initiatives are instrumental in maintaining cultural identity and passing on
traditional knowledge.

Economic and Political Empowerment

The Kiowa tribe has also pursued economic development through enterprises such as gaming, arts,
and tourism. These ventures provide financial resources to support social services, education, and
cultural programs. Politically, the tribe maintains a government that represents its members’
interests at local, state, and federal levels, advocating for sovereignty and legal rights.

Challenges and Opportunities

Despite progress, the Kiowa face ongoing challenges, including socioeconomic disparities, health
concerns, and the need to balance modernization with cultural integrity. However, their history of
adaptability and resilience offers a foundation for addressing these issues. Partnerships with
academic institutions and cultural organizations have further enhanced efforts to document and



celebrate Kiowa heritage.

The history of the Kiowa tribe reveals a complex tapestry of migration, cultural richness, conflict,
and survival. Their story is emblematic of the broader Native American experience, reflecting both
the profound disruptions caused by colonization and the enduring strength of indigenous identity. As
scholarship and tribal initiatives continue to illuminate their past, the Kiowa contribute invaluable
perspectives to the ongoing dialogue about history, culture, and reconciliation in the United States.

History Of The Kiowa Tribe

  history of the kiowa tribe: Calendar History of the Kiowa Indians (Illustrated Edition) James
Mooney, 2022-11-13 In Calendar History of the Kiowa Indians (Illustrated Edition), James Mooney
presents a meticulous chronicle of the Kiowa nation, blending ethnographic observation with
scholarly rigor. This work is structured around the traditional Kiowa calendar, depicting significant
events and cultural practices that shaped their collective identity. Mooney's literary style is marked
by a rich descriptive quality and attentiveness to oral traditions, providing a valuable insight into the
complexities of Kiowa life. The illustrations serve to enhance the narrative, offering a vivid visual
representation of the culture that is both informative and engaging, placing the work in the broader
context of ethnological studies in the late 19th century. James Mooney, an influential ethnographer
and anthropologist, dedicated his career to the study of Native American cultures, motivated by a
profound respect for their traditions. His extensive fieldwork among the Kiowa and other tribes
allowed him to gather firsthand accounts and artifacts, fostering a deep understanding of their
cultural heritage. Mooney's commitment to accurately documenting Indigenous histories played a
crucial role in a time when such narratives were often marginalized. This illustrated edition is highly
recommended for readers interested in Native American studies, anthropology, and cultural history.
It serves as both an academic resource and a testament to the resilience of the Kiowa people,
inviting readers to explore the intersections of history and identity through Mooney's authoritative
lens.
  history of the kiowa tribe: Calendar History of the Kiowa Indians James Mooney, 2023-11-16
James Mooney's 'Calendar History of the Kiowa Indians' provides a comprehensive and detailed
account of the calendar systems and time-keeping practices of the Kiowa people. Through
meticulous research and analysis of Kiowa oral traditions, Mooney uncovers the intricate ways in
which time was conceptualized and organized within the Kiowa culture. His writing style is
academic and informative, making the book a valuable resource for scholars and students of Native
American studies. Mooney's work is situated within the context of late 19th-century ethnographic
studies on American Indian tribes, highlighting the importance of preserving and documenting
indigenous knowledge. This book is a significant contribution to the understanding of Native
American cosmology and the ways in which different cultures conceptualize time.
  history of the kiowa tribe: The Calendar History of Kiowa Indians (Illustrated Edition) James
Mooney, 2018-11-02 This eBook has been formatted to the highest digital standards and adjusted for
readability on all devices. The desire to preserve to future ages the memory of past achievements is
a universal human instinct, as witness the clay tablets of old Chaldea, the hieroglyphs of the
obelisks, our countless thousands of manuscripts and printed volumes, and the gossiping old
story-teller of the village or the backwoods cabin. The reliability of the record depends chiefly on the
truthfulness of the recorder and the adequacy of the method employed. In Asia, the cradle of
civilization, authentic history goes back thousands of years; in Europe the record begins much later,
while in America the aboriginal narrative, which may be considered as fairly authentic, is all
comprised within a thousand years. The peculiar and elaborate systems by means of which the more
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cultivated ancient nations of the south recorded their histories are too well known to students to
need more than a passing notice here. It was known that our own tribes had various ways of
depicting their mythology, their totems, or isolated facts in the life of the individual or nation, but it
is only within a few years that it was even suspected that they could have anything like continuous
historical records, even in embryo. The fact is now established, however, that pictographic records
covering periods of from sixty to perhaps two hundred years or more do, or did, exist among several
tribes, and it is entirely probable that every leading mother tribe had such a record of its origin and
wanderings, the pictured narrative being compiled by the priests and preserved with sacred care
through all the shifting vicissitudes of savage life until lost or destroyed in the ruin that
overwhelmed the native governments at the coming of the white man. Several such histories are
now known, and as the aboriginal field is still but partially explored, others may yet come to light.
  history of the kiowa tribe: History, Power, and Identity Jonathan D. Hill, 1996-06 A
collection of essays on indigenous South and North American and Afro-American peoples in periods
ranging from early colonial times to the present, illustrating the historical emergence of peoples who
define themselves in relation to a sociocultural and linguistic heritage. Demonstrates that
ethnogenesis can serve as an analytical tool for developing critical historical approaches to culture
as an ongoing process of struggle over a people's existence within a general history of domination.
Paper edition (unseen), $15.95. Annotation copyright by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
  history of the kiowa tribe: Native American Studies: History Books, Mythology, Culture
& Linguistic Studies (22 Book Collection) Lewis Spence, John Wesley Powell, James Owen
Dorsey, Charles C. Royce, Frank Hamilton Cushing, Washington Matthews, Garrick Mallery, Cyrus
Thomas, Clay MacCauley, Edward S. Curtis, James Mooney, Alexander Scott Withers, Franz Boas,
Elias Johnson, Erminnie A. Smith, John Stevens Cabot Abbott, Joseph Kossuth Dixon, John
Heckewelder, William C. Reichel, Black Hawk, Charles M. Scanlan, William John McGee, John G.
Bourke, 2023-11-16 Native American Studies: History Books, Mythology, Culture & Linguistic
Studies is an ambitious anthology that encapsulates the rich tapestry of Native American life,
encapsulating its mythology, linguistic diversity, cultural practices, and historical narratives. This
collection is characterized by its variety of literary styles, ranging from firsthand accounts and
scholarly studies to comprehensive historical analyses and mythological explorations. The
assortment of works within this anthology not only highlights the breadth and depth of Native
American history and culture but also underscores the significance of these narratives in the
broader context of American history. Significant for its diversity and scholarly merit, this anthology
serves as a testament to the complex legacy of Native American communities and their enduring
influence on the fabric of American society. The contributing authors and editors, including pivotal
figures such as Lewis Spence, Cyrus Thomas, and Franz Boas, bring a wealth of knowledge and
expertise to the exploration of these themes. Their collective backgrounds, spanning anthropology,
linguistics, history, and ethnography, align with various cultural and literary movements that have
sought to preserve and understand Native American heritage. The anthology provides a platform for
these diverse voices, each contributing to a more nuanced and comprehensive understanding of
Native American societies and their legacy. Their works collectively navigate the intersections of
cultural identity, historical continuity, and the dynamic changes faced by Native American
communities through time. This collection offers readers a unique opportunity to delve into the
complexities of Native American history, mythology, culture, and linguistics through a curated
selection of influential works. It is an invaluable resource for scholars, students, and anyone
interested in understanding the multifaceted narrative of Native American communities. By
engaging with these texts, readers are invited to explore a vast array of perspectives and themes,
fostering a deeper appreciation for the richness of Native American traditions and the significance of
their continued study. The anthology beckons readers to embark on a scholarly journey that bridges
the past with the present, contributing to a greater appreciation and understanding of America's
indigenous heritage.
  history of the kiowa tribe: The Kiowa Indians Terrance Dolan, 1994 Describes the history and



culture of the Kiowa Indians, recounts their interactions with the white settlers, and looks at the
Kiowa today
  history of the kiowa tribe: Native Americans: 22 Books on History, Mythology, Culture
& Linguistic Studies Lewis Spence, John Wesley Powell, James Owen Dorsey, Charles C. Royce,
Frank Hamilton Cushing, Washington Matthews, Garrick Mallery, Cyrus Thomas, Clay MacCauley,
Edward S. Curtis, James Mooney, Alexander Scott Withers, Franz Boas, Elias Johnson, Erminnie A.
Smith, John Stevens Cabot Abbott, Joseph Kossuth Dixon, John Heckewelder, William C. Reichel,
Black Hawk, Charles M. Scanlan, William John McGee, John G. Bourke, 2023-12-01 Native
Americans: 22 Books on History, Mythology, Culture & Linguistic Studies offers a profound
exploration of the diverse tapestry of Indigenous life and thought. This anthology encapsulates a
myriad of literary styles, from historical accounts and cultural analyses to explorations of mythology
and linguistic studies. The collection stands out for its comprehensive scope, revealing the rich
complexity and profound wisdom of Native American traditions and experiences. Among these
works, certain writings strike a poignant chord, embodying the resilience and profound spiritual
insights that are integral to Native cultures. The anthology creates a scholarly tapestry that speaks
to the enduring and evolving nature of Native American identity. The contributors are a
distinguished assembly of scholars and observers, each bringing a unique perspective influenced by
their time and experience. Figures such as Franz Boas and Edward S. Curtis delve deeply into the
anthropological and ethnographic aspects of Indigenous communities, while others such as James
Owen Dorsey and Black Hawk offer intimate insights into linguistic and personal narratives.
Together, these authors shape a dialogue that aligns with significant cultural and literary
movements, deepening our understanding of Native American life across both historical and
contemporary contexts. This collection is an invaluable resource for readers seeking to engage with
the multifaceted dimensions of Native American heritage. It offers an unparalleled opportunity to
access a rich tapestry of voices and themes, each contributing to a greater comprehension of
Indigenous history and culture. Delving into this anthology is an educational journey, enabling
readers to appreciate the dialogue that emerges from this diverse set of authors and texts, and
inviting them to recognize the invaluable perspectives contained within its pages.
  history of the kiowa tribe: Indigenous History from 1865–1890: The Post–Civil War Era E. A.
Hale, 2025-01-01 This informative book provides an overview of Indigenous history in the United
States from 1865 to 1890. It covers Native experiences during the last wars against Native nations,
forced removals, reservation life, and the beginning of allotment.
  history of the kiowa tribe: Encyclopedia of American Indian Literature Jennifer
McClinton-Temple, Alan Velie, 2015-04-22 Presents an encyclopedia of American Indian literature in
an alphabetical format listing authors and their works.
  history of the kiowa tribe: Kiowa Humanity and the Invasion of the State Jacki Thompson
Rand, 2008-01-01 Kiowa Humanity and the Invasion of the State illuminates the ways in which
Kiowas on the southern plains dealt with the U.S. government s efforts to control them after they
were forced onto a reservation by an 1867 treaty. The overarching effects of colonial domination
resembled those suffered by other Native groups at the time a considerable loss of land and
population decline, as well as a continual erosion of the Kiowas political, cultural, economic, and
religious sovereignty and traditions. Although readily acknowledging these far-reaching
consequences, Jacki Thompson Rand sees the root impact of colonialism and the concomitant Kiowa
responses as centered less on policy disputes than on the disruptions to their daily life and to their
humanity. Colonialism attacked the Kiowas on the most human, everyday level through starvation,
outbreaks of smallpox, emotional disorientation, and continual difficulties in securing clothing and
shelter, and the Kiowas responses and counterassertions of sovereignty thus tended to focus on
efforts to feed their people, sustain the physical community, and preserve psychic equilibrium.
Offering a fresh, original view of Native responses to colonialism, this study demonstrates amply
that Native struggles against the encroachment of the state go well beyond armed resistance and
political strategizing. Rand shows that the Native response was born of everyday survival and the



yearning for well-being and community.
  history of the kiowa tribe: The Economic Botany of the Kiowa Indians, as it Relates to the
History of the Tribe Paul Anthony Vestal, Richard Evans Schultes, 1939
  history of the kiowa tribe: American Indians and Yellowstone National Park Peter
Nabokov, Lawrence L. Loendorf, 2002
  history of the kiowa tribe: The Ten Grandmothers Alice Lee Marriott, 1945 ?Once in a blue
moon (which means a fairly long cycle in my case) one who deals professionally with new books
comes upon something that seems to him truly noteworthy and memorable-a reading experience
which he will cherish for the rest of his life. And when this book is original and, indeed, unique-when
it achieves something that has never been done before-one's impulse is to rent a billboard, to hire a
hall, in some way to underline and emphasize the excitement and enthusiasm of his discovery, so
that other readers may share his pleasure. This has been my experience with The Ten
Grandmothers, by Alice Marriott. It was the custom of certain tribes of Indians of the Great Plains to
keep a 'winter count,' or calendar, of important events. Each year an officially designated scribe or
historian of the tribe inscribed on a specially selected and prepared buffalo hide (which was a sacred
tribal possession) a colored pictograph commemorating the most noteworthy event of the year-the
happening or circumstance for which the year would be remembered in the oral literature and
traditions of the tribe. Miss Marriott's book is based upon such a tribal history of the Kiowas, an
important and tenacious nation of the southern Great Plains, for more than a hundred years. She has
taken representative incidents from this story and built each into a unified narrative of personal
experience, concrete and dramatic. The thirty-three narratives fall into four groups reflecting the
major phases of Kiowa history in the last century; they are called, since Kiowa .economy was based
on the buffalo, The Time When There Were Plenty of Buffalo; The Time When Buffalo Were Going;
The Time When Buffalo Were Gone; and Modern Times. Since the same characters appear
recurringly, the book has the effect of a loosely constructed novel. Miss Marriott is an ethnologist.
Her book is based on eight years of work with the Kiowas?work that certainly consisted of much
more than superficial interviews with aged Indians. There is evidence everywhere, not only of
accurate scientific knowledge of the material to be presented, but of profound human insight and
understanding. Miss Marriott is also a creative artist of extraordinary powers. Her book has
abundant humor, drama and melodrama, beauty and sordidness, pathos and tragedy: all presented
sharply, objectively, with economy, restraint, and dignity. The narrative of the long journey of
Wooden Lance, to see for himself and for his tribe whether the leader of the Ghost Dance movement
(that inspired the last desperate, irrational struggle of the plains Indians against the whites) had
'true power is unforgettable in its simplicity and reality. The story of the Kiowa girl Leah's return
from her years at a boarding school in the East to her family on the reservation is as true and
socially significant as it is poignant and dramatic. The great achievement of Miss Marriott's book is
that it makes accessible to the reader of today the essence of a culture, a way of life and thought,
now almost vanished from the earth. We have an uneasy feeling that some special meaning and
value for Americans of today and tomorrow must lie in the older cultures of our continent which our
own has so largely displaced. American writers from Longfellow on have tried with varying degrees
of success to capture that meaning for us. Miss Marriott's book shows that our feeling was justified.
No discerning reader will fail to find in the men and women who are so vivid in its pages-Sitting
Bear and Eagle Plume, old Quanah and Spear Woman, and the Kiowa boys riding in their jeep to
enlist for the present World War-in their vision and knowledge of life and their essential experience,
abundant meaning for today.
  history of the kiowa tribe: Annual Report of the Bureau of American Ethnology to the
Secretary of the Smithsonian Institution Smithsonian Institution Bureau of American Ethnology,
1898
  history of the kiowa tribe: Handbook of American Indians North of Mexico: A-M
Frederick Webb Hodge, 1911 Provides an encyclopedic reference to the Indigenous peoples of North
America, arranged alphabetically from A to Z in two volumes. Entries include historical, cultural, and



linguistic information, as well as maps and illustrations.
  history of the kiowa tribe: Oklahoma Joseph Bradfield Thoburn, Muriel Hazel Wright, 1929
  history of the kiowa tribe: Science of Man , 1900
  history of the kiowa tribe: Apache History and Culture D. L. Birchfield, Helen Dwyer,
2012-01-01 The story of the Apaches is a fascinating tale of courage, tradition, and adaptation.
Readers discover the rich history of these people including journeys through harsh climates, battles
for land, and modern economic difficulties, between areas such as the Great Plains and the deserts
of the Southwest. What emerges is a portrait of a resilient people, and readers learn how the
Apaches have been able to adapt to the many changes they have experienced throughout their
history while still holding on to the traditions that define them. Historical artwork and captivating
photographs are accompanied by facts and firsthand accounts about Apache life in both the past and
the present.
  history of the kiowa tribe: History of the Trans-Mississippi and International Exposition
of 1898 James B. Haynes, 1910
  history of the kiowa tribe: The Dead Tell Tales Maria Cecilia Lozada, Barra O'Donnabhain,
2013-12-31 Honoring Jane Buikstra's pioneering work in the development of bioarchaeological
research, the essays in this volume stem from a symposium held at the annual meeting of the Society
for American Archaeology. Multiple generations of Buikstra's former doctoral students and other
colleagues gathered to discuss the impact of her mentorship. The essays are remarkable for their
breadth, in terms of both the topics discussed and the geographical range they cover. The
contributions highlight the dynamism of bioarchaeology, which owes so much to the strong
foundations laid down over the last few decades. The volume documents the degree to which
bioarchaeological approaches have become normalized and integrated into anthropological
research: bioarchaeology has moved out of the appendix and into the interpretation of
archaeological data. New perspectives have emerged, partly in response to theoretical changes
within anthropology, but also as a result of the engagement of the broader discipline with
bioarchaeology.
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