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Definition of Divorce in Sociology: Understanding the Social Dimensions of Marital Dissolution

definition of divorce in sociology serves as a critical entry point to understanding how societies interpret,
manage, and are transformed by the dissolution of marriage. Unlike the purely legal or personal perspectives
that often dominate public discourse, sociology delves deeper into the social implications, causes, and
consequences of divorce. It examines how cultural norms, economic factors, gender roles, and institutional
structures shape the experiences of those involved and influence broader societal patterns.

What Is the Definition of Divorce in Sociology?

In sociology, divorce is defined as the formal, legal dissolution of a marriage, but this definition extends beyond
mere paperwork. It encompasses the social processes, meanings, and repercussions tied to ending a marital
relationship. Sociologists explore divorce not just as a legal event but as a social phenomenon that reflects
and affects the values, expectations, and institutions of society.

This broader lens considers how divorce impacts family dynamics, child-rearing, economic status, and even
community cohesion. It also looks at how societal attitudes toward divorce have evolved over time,
influenced by changes in gender equality, economic independence, and cultural shifts.

The Social Context of Divorce

Marriage and Divorce as Social Institutions

Marriage is often regarded as one of the fundamental social institutions, with clearly defined roles,
expectations, and norms. Divorce, therefore, can be seen as a disruption or transformation of this institution.
Sociology investigates how different societies regulate marriage and divorce, reflecting varying cultural and
moral standards.

For example, in some cultures, divorce is stigmatized and discouraged, while in others, it is more accepted or
even expected under certain conditions. These attitudes affect divorce rates and the social experiences of
divorced individuals.

Changing Trends and Divorce Rates

Sociologists track divorce rates to understand social change. In many industrialized countries, divorce rates
increased significantly during the 20th century due to factors like:

- Greater economic independence of women
- Shifts in gender roles and expectations
- Legal reforms making divorce more accessible
- Changing cultural attitudes toward marriage and individual fulfillment

Understanding these trends helps sociologists interpret how modern societies balance tradition and change. It
also highlights the complex relationship between individual choices and structural constraints.



Key Sociological Theories Explaining Divorce

Structural Functionalism

From a structural functionalist perspective, marriage serves important functions in society, such as
socializing children and providing emotional support. Divorce, therefore, is seen as a dysfunction that disrupts
social stability. However, this theory also acknowledges that divorce can be a mechanism to restore
individual well-being when a marriage no longer fulfills its social functions.

Conflict Theory

Conflict theorists focus on power dynamics within marriage. They argue that divorce may result from
inequalities, such as gender or economic disparities, that create conflict. For example, patriarchal structures
might limit women’s autonomy, leading to dissatisfaction and eventual divorce. This perspective also considers
how social class affects access to divorce and post-divorce resources.

Symbolic Interactionism

Symbolic interactionism emphasizes the meanings individuals attach to marriage and divorce. It explores how
people negotiate their identities and roles during marital breakdown. For instance, the stigma associated with
divorce varies depending on cultural context and personal experiences. This approach highlights the subjective
and fluid nature of divorce as a social experience.

Factors Influencing Divorce in Sociological Terms

Sociologists identify multiple factors that contribute to divorce, often interrelated and complex:

Economic Stability: Financial stress can strain marriages, while economic independence, particularly for
women, can facilitate divorce.

Education Level: Higher education is often linked to lower divorce rates due to better communication
skills and economic resources.

Cultural Norms: Societies with more liberal attitudes toward divorce tend to have higher divorce
rates.

Religious Beliefs: Religious doctrines can either discourage or permit divorce, influencing individual
decisions.

Legal Framework: The ease or difficulty of obtaining a divorce affects its prevalence.

Gender Roles: Expectations about men’s and women’s roles can either support marital stability or
contribute to conflicts.



Divorce and Its Impact on Family and Society

Effects on Children and Family Dynamics

One of the primary sociological concerns with divorce is its impact on children. Divorce often leads to changes
in living arrangements, financial support, and emotional stability. Sociologists study how these changes
influence children’s development, educational outcomes, and future relationships.

Moreover, divorce reshapes family structures, leading to blended families, single-parent households, or co-
parenting arrangements. These new configurations challenge traditional notions of kinship and require
adjustments in social roles.

Economic and Social Consequences

Divorce can significantly affect the economic status of individuals, often resulting in reduced income and
increased poverty risk, especially for women. Sociologists analyze how these economic shifts affect social
mobility and inequality.

At a broader level, rising divorce rates may influence societal institutions like housing, education, and welfare
systems. Understanding these effects helps policymakers design support systems for divorced individuals and
families.

The Role of Sociology in Addressing Divorce

Sociology offers valuable insights for professionals working with divorced individuals, including counselors,
social workers, and policymakers. By understanding the social causes and consequences of divorce,
interventions can be tailored to address the needs of families navigating this transition.

For example, sociological research can inform:

- Programs promoting healthy communication and conflict resolution in marriages
- Support services for children experiencing parental divorce
- Policies aiming to reduce economic disparities exacerbated by divorce

Furthermore, sociology encourages a more empathetic and less judgmental perspective, recognizing that divorce
is often a complex response to social pressures rather than a simple personal failure.

Conclusion: The Sociological Lens on Divorce

The definition of divorce in sociology extends far beyond the legal act of ending a marriage. It invites us to
explore how individual experiences are embedded within larger social structures and cultural meanings. By
examining divorce through this multifaceted lens, we gain a deeper appreciation of its role in shaping families and
societies.

Whether analyzing statistical trends, cultural attitudes, or personal narratives, sociology helps us
understand that divorce is not just an endpoint but a dynamic social process influenced by a web of factors.
This perspective enriches our conversations about marriage, family, and social change in contemporary life.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the definition of divorce in sociology?

In sociology, divorce is defined as the legal dissolution of a marriage by a court or other competent body,
which marks the end of a marital relationship and affects social, economic, and emotional aspects of the
individuals involved.

How do sociologists view divorce beyond the legal perspective?

Sociologists view divorce not only as a legal termination of marriage but also as a social process that
impacts family structures, social roles, and individual identities within a broader societal context.

Why is divorce an important topic in sociology?

Divorce is important in sociology because it influences family dynamics, social norms, economic conditions, and
demographic patterns, thus providing insight into societal changes and the functioning of social institutions.

What factors do sociologists consider when studying divorce?

Sociologists consider factors such as cultural norms, economic status, gender roles, social support
systems, and legal frameworks when studying the causes and consequences of divorce.

How does sociology explain the increasing rates of divorce?

Sociology explains increasing divorce rates through changes in societal values, greater acceptance of
divorce, increased financial independence of individuals, and evolving gender roles that challenge traditional
marital expectations.

What social consequences of divorce are studied in sociology?

Sociologists study consequences such as changes in family structure, effects on children, shifts in social
networks, economic impacts, and alterations in social status following divorce.

Additional Resources
Definition of Divorce in Sociology: An Analytical Perspective

Definition of divorce in sociology encompasses more than the mere legal dissolution of marriage; it is a complex
social phenomenon that reflects and influences broader societal structures, cultural norms, and individual
experiences. Sociology views divorce not only as a personal or familial event but as a process embedded within
social institutions, economic conditions, and cultural expectations. This article delves into the multifaceted
definition of divorce in sociology, exploring its theoretical frameworks, social implications, and evolving
trends, while integrating key sociological concepts and terminology relevant to the discourse.

Understanding Divorce Through a Sociological Lens

At its core, the definition of divorce in sociology involves examining the dissolution of marital bonds in
relation to social roles, identity, and institutional influences. Unlike legal definitions that focus strictly on
the procedural aspects of terminating a marriage, sociologists analyze how divorce impacts social
relationships, gender dynamics, and community structures. Divorce is understood as both a cause and



consequence of changing social patterns, including shifts in family composition, economic status, and cultural
attitudes toward marriage.

Sociologists emphasize that divorce rates and experiences vary significantly across different societies and
demographic groups, shaped by factors like socioeconomic status, religion, ethnicity, and geographic location.
For instance, in some cultures, divorce carries a significant stigma that affects individuals’ social standing,
while in others, it may be normalized or even regarded as a form of personal liberation.

Theoretical Frameworks Explaining Divorce

Several sociological theories provide insight into the definition of divorce in sociology by framing it within
larger social contexts:

Structural Functionalism: This perspective views the family as a fundamental social institution
responsible for socializing children and providing emotional support. Divorce is seen as a disruption to
social stability, prompting concerns about the consequences for societal cohesion and child
development.

Conflict Theory: From this angle, divorce can be interpreted as a result of power imbalances and
conflicts within the family unit, often reflecting broader societal inequalities related to gender, class,
or race. Divorce may highlight struggles over resources, autonomy, and social roles.

Symbolic Interactionism: This approach focuses on the meanings and interpretations individuals attach
to marriage and divorce. It explores how personal identities and social interactions transform
throughout the divorce process.

These frameworks underscore that divorce is not merely a private issue but a social phenomenon intertwined
with systemic forces and cultural meanings.

Social Implications and Trends in Divorce

The definition of divorce in sociology is also deeply informed by the observable social outcomes and evolving
patterns related to marital dissolution. Over the past century, divorce rates in many industrialized societies
have fluctuated dramatically, influenced by legal reforms, economic developments, and changing social
attitudes.

Changing Divorce Rates and Social Context

Globally, divorce rates have been shaped by legislative changes such as the introduction of no-fault divorce
laws, which have made the process more accessible and less stigmatized. For example, the United States
experienced a sharp increase in divorce rates during the 1970s following the implementation of such laws.
However, recent decades have seen stabilization or even decline in some regions, suggesting complex interactions
between cultural values and economic factors.

Economic independence, especially among women, has also contributed to shifts in divorce dynamics. Increased
workforce participation and financial autonomy allow more individuals to exit unsatisfactory marriages.
Conversely, economic hardships can both strain marriages and complicate divorce proceedings due to financial
dependencies.



Impact on Family and Society

Divorce reshapes family structures, often leading to single-parent households, blended families, and altered
kinship networks. Sociological research highlights several social consequences:

Child Development: Studies indicate that children of divorced parents may face emotional and behavioral
challenges but outcomes vary widely based on parental cooperation and socio-economic resources.

Gender Roles: Divorce often prompts renegotiations of gender expectations, with women frequently
taking on primary caregiving roles post-divorce.

Social Networks: Divorce can lead to shifts in social ties, sometimes resulting in isolation or the
formation of new support systems.

Understanding these impacts helps sociologists advocate for policies and interventions that support families
navigating divorce.

Contemporary Debates and Sociological Perspectives

The definition of divorce in sociology continues to evolve as societal norms and family configurations change.
Contemporary sociologists explore themes such as the normalization of divorce, the rise of cohabitation as an
alternative to marriage, and the intersectionality of divorce experiences.

Normalization and Stigma

While divorce was once heavily stigmatized, particularly in conservative societies, it has become more socially
acceptable in many parts of the world. This normalization influences how individuals experience divorce and the
support they receive from their communities. However, stigma persists in various cultural and religious
contexts, affecting mental health and social integration.

Diverse Family Forms and Divorce

The traditional nuclear family model is no longer the sole framework for understanding marriage and divorce.
Sociologists examine how divorce interacts with diverse family forms, such as same-sex partnerships and
cohabiting couples. This broadens the definition of divorce in sociology to include a spectrum of relational
dissolutions beyond conventional marriage.

Intersectionality and Divorce Experiences

An intersectional approach considers how factors such as race, class, gender identity, and sexual orientation
shape the divorce process and its consequences. For example, minority groups may face unique social pressures
or barriers during divorce, impacting outcomes differently than majority groups. This nuanced understanding
enriches sociological analyses of divorce.



Conclusion

The definition of divorce in sociology is inherently complex, reflecting the interplay between individual choices
and structural forces. By framing divorce as a social phenomenon, sociology provides critical insights into
how marital dissolution affects not only the individuals involved but also the broader fabric of society. As
social norms continue to evolve and new family forms emerge, the sociological study of divorce remains
essential for understanding contemporary social life and guiding effective policy responses.

Definition Of Divorce In Sociology

  definition of divorce in sociology: Cultural Sociology of Divorce Robert E. Emery, 2013-01-24
While the formal definition of divorce may be concise and straightforward (legal termination of a
marital union, dissolving bonds of matrimony between parties), the effects are anything but,
particularly when children are involved. The Americans for Divorce Reform estimates that 40 or
possibly even 50 percent of marriages will end in divorce if current trends continue. Outside the
U.S., divorce rates have markedly increased across developed countries. Divorce and its effects are a
significant social factor in our culture and others. It might be said that a whole divorce industry has
been constructed, with divorce lawyers and mediators, family counselors, support groups, etc. As
King Henry VIII′s divorces showed, divorce has not always been easy or accepted. In some countries,
divorce is not permitted and even in Europe, countries such as Spain, Italy, Portugal, and the
Republic of Ireland legalized divorce only in the latter quarter of the 20th century. This
multi-disciplinary encyclopedia covers curricular subjects related to divorce as examined by
disciplines ranging from marriage and the family to anthropology, social and legal history,
developmental and clinical psychology, and religion, all through a lens of cultural sociology.
Features: 550 signed entries, A-to-Z, fill 3 volumes (1,500 pages) in print and electronic formats,
offering the most detailed reference work available on issues related to divorce, both in the U.S. and
globally. Cross-References and Further Readings guide readers to additional resources. A
Chronology provides students with context via a historical perspective of divorce. In the electronic
version, the comprehensive Index combines with Cross-References and thematic Reader′s Guide
themes to provide convenient search-and-browse capabilities. For state and nation entries, uniform
entry structure combined with an abundance of statistics facilitates comparison between and across
states and nations. Appendices provide further annotated sources of data and statistics.
  definition of divorce in sociology: Learn Sociology Edward Brent, Edward E. Brent, J. Scott
Lewis, 2013-02-20 Learn Sociology creates a new paradigm for student-centered learning in
introductory sociology courses. Written with 21st century students in mind, this text presents
introductory sociology content in a highly interactive format that is both easy to use and highly
compatible with digital applications. Drawing on best practices in educational pedagogy, Learn
Sociology emphasizes immersive learning, an approach that pairs critical analysis of sociological
concepts with examples from everyday life to engage students actively with the material. Weaved
through the text are recurring themes that put sociology into context, such as social structure, social
control, social inequality, the social construction of reality, scientific knowledge, and social change.
Learn Sociology optimizes learning through enhanced coverage, study, testing, and review while
emphasizing the applying that reinforces comprehension. Based on a modular concept format, each
chapter in Learn Sociology addresses a major concept in the introductory sociology curriculum.
Associated with each module are key learning objectives, preview statements, illustrations, and a
concept learning check assessment. With Learn Sociology, students have access to immediate
computer-based feedback on essay questions that helps them practice writing and revising, reason
critically, and grapple with real-world issues. All content in Learn Sociology is highly visual, current,
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and easy to understand while avoiding distracting and off-topic material. Visual overviews play to
dynamic learning and underscore important points. The result is an introductory sociology
curriculum that is engaging, consistent, and complete while providing students with a roadmap for
learning, reviewing and self-assessment. Learn Sociology is a comprehensive and integrated print
and digital learning solution that transforms how students learn and instructors teach by bringing
together authoritative and interactive content aligned to course objectives with adaptive study
planning and remediation and learning analytics reporting tools. Instructors and students can
customize the learning experience with: Navigate Learn Sociology Navigate Companion Website:
Learn Sociology Digital eBook options For more information on Navigate, visit www.jblnavigate.com.
About The Learn Series Learn Sociology is a publication of The Learn Series, a completely new
course curriculum solution from Jones & Bartlett Learning that aims to provide a fresh, integrated
print and digital program solution for general education survey courses. The Learn Series is
produced with today''s digitally native students in mind by re-envisioning the learning experience
and focusing not just on what students learn but also how students learn. The Learn Series is
characterized by authoritative and notable authors; visual, modular design; student-centered
pedagogy; and integrated formative and summative assessments that improve learning
outcomes--features that allow instructors to easily customize and personalize course curriculum. The
Learn Series provides the most interactive and advanced curriculum solution for today''s
student-centered learning environments by emphasizing the skills students need to thrive in the
21st-century knowledge-based economy. Find out more about The Learn Series at
www.thelearnseries.com. FEATURE OVERVIEW Authoritative Content Developed by Leading
Authors in the Field The Learn Series authors have been carefully selected based on their academic
background and passion for teaching. All of The Learn Series authors have made significant
contributions to their fields of study. Highly Visual Design and Layout The innovative text design
features an abundance of large graphics and visual presentation of topics to support and encourage
analysis and synthesis of critical concepts. Modular Content Structure Every textbook in The Learn
Series includes comprehensive coverage of the subject matter. Within each chapter, content is
presented in modular format making it easy to customize for a 4, 6, 8, or 12- week program. Multiple
Delivery Formats The Learn Series is designed for multi-modal delivery. All print and digital content
is available in any format. Institutions, faculty, and students can choose from versions in PDF,
Vitalsource(tm), Direct Digital(tm), Kindle(tm), or formatted for smartphones or tablet devices.
Never before has a program been so comprehensive and flexible. Digital Learning Objects
Throughout The Learn Series, digital learning objects have been carefully curated to give students
maximum immersion in the subject matter. Students have the ability to activate concepts and
assessments as well as view concept-specific video or animations to further support learning.
Integrated Assessments--Formative and Summative Throughout The Learn Series, formative
assessment opportunities abound to give students ample practice building competence against
learning objectives. Summative assessments, such as Concept Learning Checks, are also included at
the end of each topical section to ensure students have complete mastery of core concepts. Effective
Pedagogy for Every Learning Style Today''s students are more diverse than ever before and as a
result, one size rarely fits all. The Learn Series includes effective pedagogy for multiple learning
styles including visual, auditory, and kinesthetic. Flexible Pricing Model-Complete Curriculum
Licensing Model The Learn Series is available by individual course, or as a complete series.
Institutions can choose a digital licensing model that ensures all students have multiple format
choices (print, digital, or hybrid) that suits their individual learning style. The digital licensing model
is significantly less than traditional print textbooks and can include a print option for students who
need print support. Appropriate for the introductory course in sociology. © 2014 | 772 pages
  definition of divorce in sociology: Indian Social Problems CN Shankar Rao, This book
entitled 'Indian Social Problems: A Sociological Perspective' provides a glimpse of many social
problems that have been haunting the Indian society since years, decades, and even centuries.
Though India is fast developing, it has lots of regional, cultural, linguistic and religious diversities.



These diversities are also reflected in its social problems. This book covers social problems which
are general in nature and common to the whole nation such as population problem, poverty,
unemployment, child labour, urbanization, youth unrest, problems of the aged, family
disorganization, corruption, crime and delinquency, etc. This book is prepared mainly to cater to the
needs of the undergraduate and postgraduate students. Most of the universities in India have
prescribed one paper on ';Indian Social Problems' either at the undergraduate or postgraduate level.
The book also covers topics that are included in the syllabi of IAS, NET, SLET, KAS and other
national- and state-level competitive examinations. It also contains lessons that form part of MBA,
nursing and fiveyear law courses. Such students and examinees will definitely find the book highly
helpful.
  definition of divorce in sociology: Divorce Lenard Marlow, 2017-12-15 The first was to create
a theory to support the practice of divorce mediation. This was born of my belief that the early
proponents of divorce mediation had failed to sit down and ask the basic questions that the founders
of any new field should pose. The result was that they concluded that if the problem was that
divorcing couples had turned to adversarial divorce proceedings, the solution was to provide them
with a nonadversarial one, or at least a less adversarial one. As a result, though they considered
divorce mediation to represent a repudiation of adversarial divorce proceedings, they unwittingly
accepted and incorporated into their thinking, and therefore into their practices, the answers given
to those questions by our adversarial legal system and, with it, literally all the assumptions and all
the values that informed and gave support to them. Worse, they unwittingly adopted and were then
held captive by the picture of the world of divorce subscribed to by our adversarial legal system.
  definition of divorce in sociology: A New Dictionary of the Social Sciences G. Duncan
Mitchell, 2017-07-05 Designed especially to meet the needs of beginners in all the social sciences, A
New Dictionary of the Social Sciences follows its highly successful distinguished predecessor
initially issued as A Dictionary of Sociology first published in 1968. Many of the entries have been
revised and updated to keep abreast of the proliferation in the vocabulary of the social sciences. The
volume remains on excellent single source for definitions in social research. The entries include
social psychological terms, terms in social and cultural anthropology, terms common to political
science, social administration and social work. In the choice of words, a generous definition of social
science was employed, making the dictionary a very useful reference source for all beginners in the
social sciences. Some terms are explained quite briefly while others are given lengthy treatment,
according to the further assumptions that some sociological terms can imply. Thus, long entries are
given on words, such as authority, consensus, phenomenology, role, social stratification,
structuralism, whereas short and succinct entries suffice for words such, as agnate, eidos, or mores.
A number of short biographical sketches are also included. The contributors are all scholars working
in universities, predominantly in the United Kingdom and the United States. More than a glossary, A
New Dictionary of the Social Sciences helps the student understand some of the theoretical
considerations underlying the use of sociological terms, as well as something of their history, and
therefore resembles an encyclopaedia in its scope and depth of information.
  definition of divorce in sociology: Cultural Sociology of Divorce Robert E. Emery, 2013
While the formal definition of divorce may be concise and straightforward (legal termination of a
marital union, dissolving bonds of matrimony between parties), the effects are anything but,
particularly when children are involved. The Americans for Divorce Reform estimates that (B40 or
possibly even 50 percent of marriages will end in divorce if current trends continue. Outside the
U.S., divorce rates have markedly increased across developed countries. Divorce and its effects are a
significant social factor in our culture and others. It might be said that a whole (Bdivorce industry
has been constructed, with divorce lawyers and mediators, family counselors, support groups, etc.
As King Henry VIII's divorces showed, divorce has not always been easy or accepted. In some
countries, divorce is not permitted and even in Europe, countries such as Spain, Italy, Portugal, and
the Republic of Ireland legalized divorce only in the latter quarter of the 20th century. This
multi-disciplinary encyclopedia covers curricular subjects related to divorce as examined by



disciplines ranging from marriage and the family to anthropology, social and legal history,
developmental and clinical psychology, and religion, all through a lens of cultural sociology.
  definition of divorce in sociology: Sociology Rosemary L. Hopcroft, 2016-01-08 In an era of
human genome research, environmental challenges, new reproductive technologies, and more,
students can benefit from an introductory sociology text that is a biologically informed. This
innovative text integrates mainstream sociological research in all areas of sociology with a
scientifically-informed model of an evolved, biological human actor. This text allows students to
better understand their emotional, social, and institutional worlds. It also illustrates how biological
understanding naturally enhances the sociological approach. This grounding of sociology in a
biosocial conception of the individual actor is coupled with a comparative approach, as human
biology is universal and often reveals itself as variations on themes across human cultures. Tables,
Figures, Photos, and the author's concise and remarkably lively style make this a truly enjoyable
book to read and teach.
  definition of divorce in sociology: Women, Matrimonial Litigation and Alternative
Dispute Resolution (ADR) Neelam Tyagi, 2021-04-05 This book examines the practice of
Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) as it stands today in the context of matrimonial disputes and
for providing gender justice for women undergoing matrimonial litigation. ADR is a fairly recent but
increasingly prevalent phenomenon that has significantly evolved due to the failure of the
adversarial process of litigation to provide timely resolution of disputes. The book explores the merit
and demerit of traditional litigation process and emergence, socio-legal framework, work
environment and success rate of various ADR processes in general and for resolving matrimonial
disputes in particular. It comprehensively discusses the role of various institutions and attitudes and
perceptions of ADR practitioners. It analyzes the influence of patriarchal cultural assumptions of
appropriate feminine behaviour and its effect on ADR practitioners like mediators and counsellors
that leads to the marginalization of aggrieved woman’s issues. With a brief analysis of the
experience and challenges faced with the way the ADR process is conducted, the focus is on probing
the vulnerability of aggrieved women. The book critiques the practice of ADR as it is today and
offers constructive ways forward by providing suggestions, insights, and analysis that could bring
about a transformation in the way justice is delivered to women. This in-depth study is an attempt to
guide decision making by bringing forth and legitimizing the battered women’s voice which often
goes unrepresented, in the debate about the efficacy of ADR mechanism in resolving matrimonial
disputes. The book is of interest to those working for justice for women, particularly in the context of
matrimonial disputes -- legal professionals, mediators, counsellors, judges, academicians, women
rights activists, researchers in the field of gender and women studies, social work and law, ADR
educators, policymakers and general readers who are inclined and interested in bringing a gender
perspective to their area of work.
  definition of divorce in sociology: Sociological Abstracts Leo P. Chall, 1989 CSA
Sociological Abstracts abstracts and indexes the international literature in sociology and related
disciplines in the social and behavioral sciences. The database provides abstracts of journal articles
and citations to book reviews drawn from over 1,800+ serials publications, and also provides
abstracts of books, book chapters, dissertations, and conference papers.
  definition of divorce in sociology: Sociological Abstracts , 1992
  definition of divorce in sociology: Handbook of Social Problems George Ritzer, 2004
Ritzer′s Handbook of Social Problems offers a comprehensive treatment of today′s major societal
issues. The articles are authored by some of the top scholars in the field and address problem areas
that will capture the interests of students and professors alike. The international coverage is most
welcome in this time of intensifying global inequalities. -Nancy Jurik, Arizona State University The
Handbook of Social Problems: A Comparative International Perspective provides a unique, broadly
comparative perspective on the current state of social problems and deviance in a variety of
societies around the world. Editor George Ritzer, along with leading U.S. and international
sociologists, examines the relationship between social problems and a society′s level of development



and affluence. The essays in this volume focus on four interrelated issues involved in the relationship
between social problems and the level of development and affluence: · Less developed and less
affluent societies are more likely to experience a range of social problems than developed and
affluent societies. · Affluence causes or at least brings with it a series of social problems that do not
exist in less affluent societies. · It is only with affluence that certain things can come to be imagined
as social problems, such as excessive consumption. · The very affluence of a society makes it
vulnerable to problems that would not be social problems in poorer societies. The Handbook
explores the theory of the weakness of the strong--in other words, strong or wealthy nations may
have greater vulnerability to some social problems than less developed or affluent societies. This
theory is clearly illustrated in this volume by the aftermath of September 11, 2001depicting the
vulnerability of the U.S. to social problems in far-removed corners of the world. In addition, the
international and comparative essays in this volume cover other important issues such as the impact
of modern technologies on social problems, ecological problems, global inequality, health as a social
problem, and much more. The Handbook of Social Problems is a vital resource for sociologists and
graduate students, as well as an excellent addition to any academic library.
  definition of divorce in sociology: Microsociology Kai-Olaf Maiwald, Inken Suerig, 2019-09-05
This book offers an unprecedented, integrative account of the shape of social order on the
microsocial level. Dealing with the basic dimensions of interaction, the authors examine the major
factors which influence structure in social interaction by applying various theoretical concepts.
Although the concept of microsociology is usually associated with symbolic interactionism, social
psychology, the works of George Herbert Mead and Erving Goffman and with qualitative
methodologies, this book reaches beyond interactionist theories, claiming that no single school of
thought covers the different dimensions necessary for understanding the basics of microsociology.
As such, the book provides something of a microsociologist’s tool kit, analyzing an array of
theoretical approaches which offer the best conceptual solutions, and interpreting them in a way
that is independent of their specific theoretical language. Such theoretical traditions include systems
theory, conversation analysis, structuralism, the theory of knowledge and the philosophy of
language. Providing a distinct, systematic and incremental approach to the subject, this book fills an
important gap in sociological literature. Written in an accessible style, and offering new insights into
the area of microsociology, it will appeal to students and scholars of the social sciences and to those
with interests in sociology, microsociology, interactionism and sociological theory.
  definition of divorce in sociology: The Family in Change Jan Trost, 1980
  definition of divorce in sociology: The Journal of Legal Pluralism and Unofficial Law
65/2012 M. G. Wiber, 2012-10-30 This volume includes the following contributions: All Law Is
Plural: Legal Pluralism and the Distinctiveness of Law * Plural Legal Orders of Land Use * Could
Singapore's Legal Pluralism Work in Australia? * Substantive Equality and Maternal Mortality in
Nigeria * An Institutional Perspective on Courts of Law in Colonial and Postcolonial Settings *
Comparative Law at the Intersection of Religious and Secular Orders (Series: The Journal of Legal
Pluralism and Unofficial Law - Vol. 65)
  definition of divorce in sociology: Emile Durkheim W. S. F. Pickering, 2001 A five volume
collection of scholarly journal articles and chapters from books covering the subject of Emile
Durkheim's work. The five volumes are thematically organized in the following sections: Volume I: 1.
Durkheim: The man himself, 2. General sociology. Volume II: 3. Religion, 4. Epistemology and the
philosophy of science. Volume III: 5. Morality and ethics, 6. Political sociology. Volume IV: 7. Suicide
and anomie, 8. Division of labour and economics, 9. EducationP
  definition of divorce in sociology: Shakespeare and Jungian Typology Kenneth Tucker,
2010-06-28 The reader of Shakespeare has always been curious about the Bard's actual religion,
opinions, sexual orientation, and relationships. We would like to ask him why his Hamlet is so
indecisive, whether Henry V is his ideal ruler, and whether he himself fell in love with Rosalind. The
Jungian theories of psychology used in literary interpretation have almost always involved a broader
theory of archetypes rather than concentrating on more specific psychological types, despite Jung's



belief that an understanding of these types is vital to self-realization. Jung's typological theories,
applied to literary studies, may illuminate the personalities of fictional characters and indeed of the
author himself. The psychological type of a writer's character can be understood as a projection of
the author's own personality: Iago can show Shakespeare's rational function whereas Othello
embodies the expression of the dramatist's capacity to experience emotion. Thus Jungian typology
initiates a quasi-biographical approach to understanding writers and their works. Instead of
directing attention toward an author's education, class prejudices, and so on, it leans toward
important emotional undercurrents within the writings, which in turn express similar currents within
the author's psyche. Jungian psychetypology is long overdue in gaining recognition as a tool for
literary analysis, and this work applies these theories to the full spectrum of Shakespeare's plays in
detailed individual readings and comparisons.
  definition of divorce in sociology: The New Blackwell Companion to Social Theory Bryan S.
Turner, 2016-09-26 A comprehensive new collection covering the principal traditions and critical
contemporary issues of social theory. Builds on the success of The Blackwell Companion to Social
Theory, second edition with substantial revisions, entirely new contributions, and a fresh editorial
direction Explores contemporary areas such as actor network theory, social constructionism, human
rights and cosmopolitanism Includes chapters on demography, science and technology studies, and
genetics and social theory Emphasizes key areas of sociology which have had an important impact in
shaping the discipline as a whole
  definition of divorce in sociology: Religion, Gender, and Family Violence Catherine
Holtmann, Nancy Nason-Clark, 2018-06-26 The chapters of Religion, Gender, and Family Violence:
When Prayers Are Not Enough have been written from multiple disciplinary perspectives (sociology,
religious studies, law) and based on research within diverse religious traditions including
Christianity, Islam, and Judaism, as well as new religious movements. Similarities and differences
between traditions are highlighted based on empirical research which shows how people actually
deal with family violence in different contexts. This book also addresses some of the larger historical
and political backgrounds that impact the experiences of family violence amongst ethno-religious
minorities. The lives of religious victims and perpetrators of family violence are considered, as well
as the responsibilities of religious leaders, congregations and secular professionals in addressing
this widespread social problem. Contributors are: Barbara Fisher-Townsend, Pascale Fournier,
Catherine Holtmann, Eve Laoun, Yael Machtinger, Farah Malek-Bakouche, Steve McMullin, Nancy
Nason-Clark, Susan Nunn, Susan Palmer, Emma Robinson, Jolyne Roy, and Victoria Snyers.
  definition of divorce in sociology: The Changing Definition of Masculinity Clyde W. Franklin
II, 2012-12-06 The Changing Definition of Masculinity is an outgrowth of four years of developing
and teaching the course Social Factors in Male Personality at Ohio State University, Columbus. This
volume reflects, in addition to my thoughts and feelings about what should be discussed in a
sex-roles course taught from a male per spective, the thoughts, feelings, and knowledge of scores of
students, col leagues, and friends. These are persons who either have taken the course or discussed
with me appropriate material to be included in such a course and/or book. Chapter 1, for example, is
influenced greatly by the work of Eliza beth and Joseph Pleck's The American Man, dealing with the
periods of masculinity in the United States up to 1965. The chapter also deals with emerging
meanings of masculinity after 1965, and female and male responses to these meanings. The second
chapter is devoted to male sex-role socialization and examines the roles of biology and environment
in male socialization. It is also concerned with agents of male socialization and with male assumption
of such sex-role traits as dominance, competitiveness, the work ethic, and violence. In Chapter 2, I
also propose two general mas culine roles frequently assumed by American males which mayor may
not be race-specific-the White masculine role and the Black masculine role.
  definition of divorce in sociology: Religion, Law and Society Russell Sandberg, 2014-05-08
What can lawyers and sociologists learn from each other about religion in the twenty-first century?
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